^■^^^-^^f  ^ 


f^m^i- 


^.^-^'i^ 


i-^  .^^-^v:.^^ 


--'Air 


fe^. 


> 


THE 


ENTHUSIASM 


M  E  T  H  O  D  XS  T  S  ': 


AND 


t:..L  sa'i3 


PAPISTS 


C    OMPARED. 


Thefe  Preachers  and  Mendicants — for  fome  time  rambled  uncon- 
troul'd,  taking  upon  them  to  Confefs  and  Preach  wherever  they 
came,  without  the  confent  of  the  Bijhop,  utterly  defpifing  all 
Canons  and  Ecclejiajlical  Rules:  and  profeffing  voluntary 
Poverty,  and  Contempt  of  Riches,  wandering  like  Strollers 
from  place  to  place,  under  a  pretence  of  Piety,  they  chous'd 
the  filly  People  of  their  Money. 

Hewel'i  View  of  the  Pontificate,  pag.  406. 
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PREFACE. 


E  V  E  R  A  L  Excellent 
Treatifes  have  been  al- 
ready publiflied  againft 
that  Enthufiaftic  aiid  Fa- 
natical  Spirit  now  working  in  a  fet 
of  pretended  Reformers  among  us, 
call'd  Methodifts,  Which,  though 
they  have  not  been  able  to  fupprefe 
it,  have  efFedually  fhewn  its  evil 
nature  a7^d  tendency^  and  (as  the 
Methodijis  themfelves  confefs)  given 
fome  check  to  its  progrefs.  Nor 
need  I  any  Apology,  if  I  own  a 
fort  of  impulfe  and  Imprejjloft  vipon 
A  me. 
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me,  and  think  myfelf  obligd  to 
throw  in  my  mite  towards  difcover- 
ing  the  delujton  of  this  dangerous 
and  prefumptuous  SeEi. 

'Tis  my  principal  defign^  as  a 
caution  to  all  Protejlants^  to  drav/ 
a  Comparifon  between  the  wild  and 
pernicious  Eftthufiafms  of  fome  of 
the  moft  eminent  Sai7its  in  the 
Popijh  Communion^  and  thofe  of  the 
Methodijis  in  our  own  Country. 
Bifliop  Stillingfleet  hath  clearly 
prov  d^  and  fufficiently  expos  d^  the 
Fanaticifm  of  the  Romijh  Churchy 
in  his  Incomparable  Difcourfe  con- 
cerning  their  Idolatry ;  hath  fliewn 
to  v/hat  Extravaga?it  Heights  it 
has  been  carried,  how  peculiarly 
encouraged  by  the  Popes ;  hath  been 
the  foundation  of  their  feveral  Re- 
ligious Orders^  and  Societies ;  and 
the  engine  for  introducing  their 
falfe^  fuperjiitiousy  and  idolatrous 
DoEirinesy  and  PraEiifes,     More  of 

this 
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this  nature  will  appear  in  the  fol- 
lowing  Treatife ;  together  with  plain 
and  full  evickfice,  that  our  modern 
Itinerant  Knthufiafis  are  treading  in 
their  fteps,  and  copying  their  exam- 
ple ;  their  whole  conduct  being  but 
a  Counter-part  of  the  mojl  wild  Fa- 
7iaticifms  of  the  mofi  ahomiitable  Com- 
munion^ in  its  mofi  corrupt  Ages, 

But  as  the  Spirit  of  Enthufafm 
is  always  the  fame,  operating  in 
much  the  fame  manner,  in  all  Se&s 
and  Profeffions  of  Religio?!^  and  dif- 
covering  itfelf  in  fimilar  peculi- 
arities  of  notions,  and  behaviour  ; 
I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  produce 
firfi:  of  all  a  remarkable  inftance  of 
this  in  the  SeEi  of  the  Mo?2tanifls  : 
which  arofe  towards  tlic  latter  end 
of  the  fecond  Century^  before  Po- 
pery had  a  Beings  or  Chriftianity 
an  Efiahli/ljme72t.  The  Hiftory  of 
Monta7nfm  was  written  by  the  late 
learned  Dr.  Lee^  of  ISt.  Johns 
A    2  College^ 
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College^  Oxfo7'd\  compiled  with 
great  diligence  and  exadnefs ;  and 
publilKd  with  Dr.  Hicks' s  ILnthu- 
Jiafm  Exorcis'd^  in  the  year  1709: 
and  herein  a  large  account  is  given, 
from  all  the  Records  of  Antiquity^ 
of  the  rife,  progreis,  difperlion, 
pretenlions  and  tenets  ot  that  over- 
bearing SeEi.  And  I  am  much 
miflaken  if  our  Methodijls  (though 
not  yet  arriv'd  to  the  fame  height 
of  madnefsj  may  not  here  Jit  for 
their  PiBure^  and  be  traced  in  all 
their  lineaments. 

'Tis  indeed  a  misfortune  that  the 
Writings  of  the  Montamifls  are  loji^ 
and  never  came  down  to  our  hands: 
what  Accounts  and  Extrads  we  have 
of  them  being  colleded  from  the 
befl:  Hiflorians  of  thofe  times.  But 
it  may  be  reckon'd  a  happy  Cir- 
cmnflance^  that  we  have  the  moft 
fhiiiing  parts  of  the  Livesy  Charac- 
ter s^  Sentiments  and  A B ions  of  the 

Me-- 
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Methodijls  from  themfelves^  and  that 
too  by  a  fandlion  from  Heaven, 
They  have,  if  they  may  be  credit- 
ed, been  fo  prejfed  in  Spirit^  re- 
ceiv'd  fuch  Divine  direEiions^  to 
preach  and  prints  and  God  has 
given  them  fuch  favour  in  the  Ryes 

of  the  Printer  ; that   the  Prefs 

has  cramm'd  the  PubUc  with  their 
yotirnah^  Letters^  and  other  Works 

even    to    a    Surfeit,      M^ithout 

thefe  confeffions  from  their  own 
mouths  we  might  have  wa?7ted 
evidence  for  a  great  part  of  our 
Charge 'y  and  been  ftrangers  to  ma- 
ny of  their  fanEiifyd  fmgularities^ 
low  fooleries^  and  high  preter'ifions. 

And  yet,  for  want  of  leifure, 
opportunity  or  inclination,  there  are 
feveral  of  their  worh  v/hich  I  have 
pever  feen.  Their  Journals  are  what 
I  have  chiefly  confulted  and  referr'd 
to  ;  and  in  m.y  Rotations  f which  I 
hope  2ixt  jtifi  and  fair)  have  not  al- 
ways 
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ways  taken  notice  from  what  Edi- 
tion they  are  taken.  Mr.  Wejleys 
two  jirfi  yournals  are  of  x\\q  Jecond 
Edition  :  all  the  reft  are,  I  think,  of 
the  Jirji,  What  few  Citations  are 
made  from  their  ColleEiion  of  Let- 
ters ( which  I  confefs  I  have  not 
perus'd,  or  feen)  are  taken  from 
^  Objervations  on  the  ConduB  of  the 
Methodifls'  \  and  xhtjujinefs  of  thofe 
references  were  never,  that  I  know 
or  believe,  calfd  in  queftion.  Thefe 
Citations  have  only,  in  the  margin^ 
the  word  Letters. 

'Tis  certainly  matter  of  juft  con- 
cern, when  Men  of  a  good  under- 
ftanding,  acquired  Learning  and 
knowledge  of  Scripture^  embarafs 
themfelves  and  others  in  fuch  chi-- 
merical^  but  pernicious^  ProjeFh. 
One  at  leaft  of  the  Methodif- 
Preachers  muft  be  allow'd  to  have 
thefe  qualifications  for  doing  real 
Service  to  Religion :    And  did   not 

Ex- 
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"Experience  convince  us  how  ftrange- 
ly  Men  are  loft  to  all  reafon  as  to 
fonie  partictiL.r^  wherewith  the 
head  is  toucUd^  who  yet  can  dif- 
coiirje^  and  write^  and  aSi  ration- 
ally enough  in  others  reipedls ; 

one  would  wonder  fuch  a  perfon 
fliould  quite  loofe  himfelf,  when 
carried  away  into  the  Extravagant 
freaks  of  Methodifm. 

That  fuch  freaks  they  are,  will 
eafily  appear.  And  if  in  proving  it 
I  am  fometimes  guilty  of  a  levity  of 
exprej/ion^  'tis  to  be  hop'd  fome  al- 
lowance will  be  made  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  7tature  of  the  SubjeEi  : 
it  being  no  eafy  matter  to  keep 
one's  countenance,  and  be  fteadily 
ferioiis^  where  others  are  ridiculous. 
As  true  Religion  however  is  the 
moft  ferious  thing  i?i  the  World  \  I 
cannot  but  lincerely  lament  the 
progrefs  of  Infidelity  and  Immora- 
lity among  us;  I  cannot  but  earneft- 
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ly  delire,  and  pray  for  an  efiec- 
tual  Reformation  of  ma?277ers  and 
Propagation  of  the  Gofpel^  by  all 
fober  and  Chrifian  Methods  :  but 
may  venture  to  foretel,  without 
pretending  to  the  Spi?^it  of  Prophe- 
cy^ that  this  Great  work  will  never 
be  accompliili'd  by  an  P^nthufiaflic 
and  Fanatical  head. 


End  of  the  Preface. 
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SECT,    I. 

An  ExtrdO: from  tbeHidovy  ofMontanifm, 
deing  what  I  proposed  in  the  fir fi  place  to 
lay  before  the  Reader  \  I  have  taken  care 
to  do  it  without  any  variation,  1  am  fure 
without  any  material  variation,  from  The 
Author's  own  Words :  that  I  may  not  be 
accused  of  forcing  a  likenefs,  or  warping 
a?iy  circumjlance,  or  exprejjion^  to  the  dif- 
advafitage  of  the  Methodius. 

«    lUONTANUS,  in  his  outward  ap-p3,e 74. 

"  ^  ^-^  pearance,  had  all  the  form  of  god- 
linefs  and  fpirituality  i  and  got  the  re-p  -g, 
putation  of  no  mean  Sandlity,   by  his 
B  "  Jufierities 


tt 
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"  Aujleritles  and  extraordinary  way  of 
"  living.  • —  Had  a  zeal  for  Religion  — 
"and  would  needs  fet  up  for  a  mighty 
**  Reformer  in  the  Church :  but  wanting 
"  folidity  of  Judgement,  and  coolnefs  of 
"  Thought,  was  driven  away  by  every  im- 
page  75.  "  pulfe  that  feiz'd  him  j — being  tranfport- 
"  ed  with  an  immoderate  and  irregular 
"  zeal,  he  was  poiTefs'd  with  a  Jirange 
"  Spirit :  ■ —  Many  doubting  whether  it 
jj_     "  were  a  good  Spirit^  or  a  ^^^  one.   Hence 

78.  "  he  fets  up  pretenfions  to  Prophecy  and 
"  Miracles.  Some  indeed  faw  through 
"  him, — and  took  him  for  what  he  after- 

79.  "  wards  prov'd  to  be,  a  folfe  Prophet,  — 
"  and  one  agitated  by  a  Spirit  of  Delufion : 
*'  — and  thefe  oppos'd,  and  reprov'd  him, 
"  — not  haftily,  but  upon  fober  and  ma- 
"  ture  deliberation,  after  trial  made  of  his 
*  ■  Spirit, — -which  appear'd  very  much  like 
"  the  fit  of  a  Frenzy,  or  difiemper'd  Melan- 

80.  "  choly, 

"  Others  deem'd  what  they  faw  in 
*'  Montanm  as  the  true  effed:  of  the  Holy 
*'  Ghof:- — and  were  hereby  lifted  up  with 
"  an  extreme  vanity  and  confidence,  as  if 
"  nothing  could  be  greater  and  higher  than 
€1.  "  this  Difpenfation  of  Mont  amis : — who 
*'  being  ravifli'd  with  the  Honour  of  fee- 
"  ing  himfelf  fo  efteemed  and  liftened  to 
"  ^— ufed  divers  Artifices  and  Stratagems  to 

"  draw 
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"  draw  in  others,  and  did  fome  fober  and 

'*  UncQiQ  Chrijiians,  Page  84, 

**  He  look'd  on  the  Governors   of  the 
"  Church  as  much  degenerated,    invefted 
"  only  with  an   outward  CharaBer  : — he  88. 
"  had  more  of  the  Spirit  than  all  of  them  ; 
"  — and  by  virtue  of  his  pretended  extraor- 
"  dinar y  Mijjion  would  be  exempted  i^ova.  the 
"  infpe(5lion  of  his  n'^i^xA  Superiors : —  u^, 
"  whofe  {landing  rules  muft  give  way  to 
"  whatever  was  taken  for  a  Prophetic  impe-  89, 
"  tus.^-^  Mont  anus  y  intoxicated   with  thefe 
*'  high  Notions,  went  up  and  down  and 
*'  drew  after  him  feveral  religious  Melan- 
"  cholijis.     Several  of  the  weaker  Se^^  ex-  92. 
**  cited  by  his  high  pretenfions  were  feized 
"  upon — by  the  fame  Spirit  j — as  Frifcilla 
"  and  Maximilla  —  who  no  fooner  were 
"  touch'd  by  the  Tower  in  Montanus^  but  93- 
"  immediately  they  left  their  Hiijhands  ; 
"  fancying, — that  henceforwards  they  were 
"to   be   efpoufed  to  none  but  Chrijl^ — 
"  eloping  from  their  Hufbands  to  follow 
"  an  infamous  Cheat. — Hence  they  fancied  i57' 
"  themfelves  Heavenly  Virgins ^  efpoufed  by  94. 
**  Chriji^  who  pcrfonally  vifited  them,  con- 
**  verfing  with  them  as  one  Friend  converfes 
"  with  a?iother. 

"  Thus,  led  on  with  2ifalfe  Faith — and  95* 

"  Pnff^  ^^P  beyond  meafure, — they  fell  into 

"  fundry  Snares,    and  eafily   miftook  the 

'*  imaginations  of  their  own  Hearts^  or  the 

B  2  *'  fug- 


(4) 

"  faggeflicns  of  the  old  Impojlor^  for  the 
"  pure  Infpirations  of  the  Divine  Spirit. 

Page  102.  "  The  fame  Spirit  fell  upon  fome  of  the 
"  Men  alfo, — highly  efteem'd, — as  extra- 
"  ordinarily  commiffion'd  by  God  to  raife 
103.  "up  this  pretended  new  Difpenfation  : — 
"  though  fome  of  them  were  clearly  con- 
*'  vinc'd  of  having  been  all  the  while  under 
*'  the  Condud:  of  a  deceiving  Spirit,  that 
"  had  ufurp'd  the  Name  of  the  Holy  Ghoji. 

102-109.  "  They  divide  into  Parties,  under  diffe- 
"  rent  Leaders — and  continue  under  thefe 
"  novel  and  ftrange  Influences  to  diftra(fl 
"  unwary  Minds.  —  Different  in  fundry 
"  Points,  but  all  agreeing  in  pretences  to 
**  Infpiration,  and  a  heavenly  Mijjton. 

"  Montamis  begins  to  fet  up  his  little 

*'  Ajjemblies : — they  give  forth  many  good 

"  exhortations  to  Holinefs,  rigoroufly  pref- 

"  fing   a  Reformation   of  Difcipline  and 

"  Manners ;  — their  Spirit  imitates  nearly 

**  the  Properties  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  m 

"  producing    good    Works  —  difcerning 

"  the  Secrets  of  the  Heart — by  Infpira- 

"  tion   reproving   fome   prefent  for  their 

"  hidden  Faults — with  fuch  a  fhew  of  the 

**  Life  and  Spirit  of  Chrijiianity,  as  made  it 

"  hard  to  think  all  a  mere  Counterfeit. 

ix\.         "  Thefe  new  Lights  fet  up  a  7tew  Church : 

:"  — fomething  doubtful  whether  they  firfl 

'J'^  feparated  from  the  Church,  or  were  forced 

■  "  out.     But  with  a  ftrange  air  oi Confidence 

"  they. 
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"  they,  or  rather  thofe  deluding  Spirits 
**  which  fpoke  through  them,  did  re- 
**  proach  and  vilify  the  Church — becaufe 
"  Hie  every  where  rejected  their  new  order 
"  of  Prophecy. 

"  They  are  not  able  to  bear  with  the  Page  126. 
*  *  deadnejs  and  the  forfnality  of  the  Catholic s^ 
**  who   are  only  the  natural  or  criminal    132. 
"  Men;    but  themf elves  the  Spiritual: — 
"  they  looked  on  the  Catholics  as  carnal  and 
"  outjide  Chrijlians,  that  had  not  the  true 
'^  tajie  of  the  Spirit :    and  the  Chrijiian 
*'  Priejihood  was  undermined  by  the  Pre-    142. 
*'  tenders  to  an  extraordinary  and  unlimited 
"  MiJJion, 

"  They  were  eagerly  delirous  of  ^erfe- 
"  cution  -y — provoking  and  irritating  the  /;/-  144, 
"  fidelsy—X.Q  draw  it  upon  themfelves :  but 
"  this  vain  ojlentation  did  often  in  the 
"  hour  of  Trial  moft  wretchedly  betray 
"  itfelf.  206. 

"  By  their  rigorous  Difcipline  they  ,.6_ 
"  brought  many  to  \defpair :  but  yet  are 
"  charg'd  by  the  Catholics  with  a  Morality  156. 
"  exceedingly^  loofe  and  fcandalous,  painting 
"  the  Chiefs  of  this  new  order  of  the  Infpir'd 
"  in  very  black  Charaders; — which  muft 
*'  depend  on  the  fairnefs  of  the  Accounts 
"  tranfmitted  to  us :-— fuch  as  making  their 
"  markets  with  pretended  Revelations  and 
"  Converfations  with  God — fcraping  up 
*'  all  they  could  get  under  the  pretence  of 

"  Charity^ 
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Charity,  and  voluntary  Oblations ; — un- 
der the  Mafk  of  Godlinefs,  defiled  with 
Impurities,  &c. 

"  They  diftinguiili'd  themfelves  by  an 

^Etditdi  fmgiilarity , — againft  the  mofl  in- 

■  nocent  Recreation  of  Mind  or  Body — 

'  againft  Games,  Sports  and  Plays  -,  Drefs, 

'  Furniture,  ^c. 

"  But  all  knew  the  Pretenlions  of  the 
^  Montanijis^  and  that  the  Foundation  of 
'  all  the  Extravagancies  they  run  into,  was 

*  the  pretext  of  a  Divine  Spirit  and  Power y 
'  extraordinarily y  and  even  vifibly  acting 

*  them. — And  they  took  themfelves  to  be 

*  perfeB,  having  the  Perfection  or  Con- 

*  fummation  of  the  Spirit. 

"  They  call'd  themfelves  the  hifpir'dy 
'  the  Ture,  the  Saints,  the  Ele^,  the 
'  Apofiolical:    while  the  Orthodox,    who 

*  could  not  bear  their  Prefurnption,   gave 
^  them  generally  other  fort    of   Names, 

*  which    they  thought   they  better   de- 
•*  ferved. 

"  In  the  Progrefs  of  Montanifm  they  pro- 
^*  ceeded  from  one  Degree  to  another,  never 
'*  flopping,  or  knowing  where  to  ftop  : — 
"  Hence  giving  themfelves  up  to  the  un- 
"  certain  Dictates  and  Impnlfes  of  a  ftraiige 
"  Spirit,  they  were  infenfibly  led  on  whi- 
"  ther  they  leaft  fufpeded  : — and  all  man- 
"  ner  of  Extravagancies  were  committed  by 
*'  them,  as  if  they  had  an  exprefs  Com- 

"  mand 
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**  mand  for  fo  doing  from  Heaven.-^^ And 
"  the  ftri 51  fiefs  of  the  Montanijl  Difcipline 
"  at  firft,  was  the  Means  of  introducing 
**  the  Mahometan  loofencfs  in  the  end. 

"  Their  Enthufiafm  led  the  van  to,  and  Page  303. 
"  was  very  confiftent  with  Atheifm.  And 
*'  there  is  a  fhrewd  fufpicion  that  feme  got 
**  in  among  them  from  the  very  beginning, 
*^  and  managed  the  weak  well-meaning 
"  People,  who  were  of  no  Religion  them- 
"  felves,  but  put  on  a  mafk  to  deceive. 

"  After  an  Account  how  Monianifm  af- 
"  terwards  was  blended  and  interwoven 
*'  with  the  moft  abominable  Herefies  y  we 
"  come  to  its  Declenfion  in  the  fifth  Cen- 
"  tury,  and  Extinction  in  the  fixth — which 
*'  m3.de  way  (or  another  ?jew pretended  Dif-  3'7' 
*^  penfationy  that  of  Mahomet ;  rifing  as  out 
"  of  its  Aflies ;  and  founded  chiefly  upon 
"  fome  Principles  of  Montanifm, 

*'  In  the  Conclufion^  the  Author  fays,  we 
"  have  feen  how  a  well-meant,  but  indif-  338. 
"  creet  Zeal  was  furprized  by  the  cunning 
"  Artifices  of  ^atan  >  and  led  on  from  ftep 
"  to  ftep,  for  want  of  being  guarded  by 
*'  Humility ;  till  at  length  it  fell  into  the 
*'  contrary  extrejne.  How  from  an  affeBa- 
*'  taticn  of  Spiritual  Gifts — the  Deceiver 
*'  eafily  infinuated  himfelf  with  moft  fair 
*'  Pretences,  and  led  both  him  and  his  Jlly 
^J  Women  captive, 

"  They 
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Page  342.  ««  They  were  accounted  by  the  Multl- 
"  tudes  that  were  converted  to  them  as  the 
"  very  Apojiles  of  the  Lamb ;  they  expedted 
"  nothing  lefs  than  that  the  World  fhould 
"  be  brought  to  own  them,  and  that  then 
"  the  i7.ew  Jerusalem  out  of  Heaven  fhould 
"  eome  down  upon  Earth. 

350.  "  Whether  the  Enthufiaftic  Taffion  be 
"  confider'd  as  a  Difeafe  of  the  Mind  and 
*'  Spirits,  natural  ox  fiipernaturaly  ovjnix'dy 
*'  or  as  properly  preternatural  'y — it  appears 
*/  manifeftly  from  this  Account  —  that  it 
"  is  now  the  fame  as  it  was  then  3  as  milch 
"  as  a  Fever  is  now  the  fame  as  it  was  in 
"  the  Days  oi  Hippocrates. 

348.  '  *'  But  if  any  one,  through  Pride  or 
*'  Vain-glory,  through  Rafhnefs  or  Curio- 
*'  fity,  or  the  like,  be  really  acceflary  to  his 
"  own  delullonj — let  him  not  feek  to  caft 
"  the  blame  upon  God-,  but  be  content  to 
"  take  all  the  Shame  to  himfelf.  And  if 
'■^  this  fhould  not  work  any  good  in  the 
"  end  to  him  ;  but  he  fhould  be  totally  de- 
''  liver'd  up  to  the  Devices  of  his  own 
*'  Hearty  and  the  lying  Infpirations  of  trea~ 
^'  eherousl. Spirits ;  yet  it  may  be  a  Means 
"  flili  of  much  good  to  others y  and  a  warn- 
"  ing  to  take  heed,  left  they  be  alfo  over- 
**  taken  \Viih.  the  fame  Temptation." 

Thus  far  this  learned  Writer  y  whofe  en- 
tire Difcourfe  deferves  well  to  be  perufed 
by    every    Perfon.,    as   a  proper  Antidote 

againfl 
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agalnfl  the  bane  o^  Enthujiafm.  It  cannot  in- 
deed be  faid,  that  the  madnefs  and  prefump- 
tion  of  our  jjicderji  JLnthufiafis  come  up  to  the 
Montaiiijls,  in  all  refpeBs^  and  to  fo  high 
a  degree  ;  but  ftill  the  Reader  may  eafily 
difcern  the  general  Nature  and  Effedis  of 
Ejithiifiafm ;  and  a  conformity,  in  moft 
Particulars,  between  thofe  former  Fanatics 
and  our  Methodijis  and  Moravians, 

§.  2.  But  'tis  time  to  come  to  a  more  dl- 
re(5t  Comparifon  between  Fopijh  and  Me- 
thodijiical  Enthufiajls.  And  if  the  Reader 
has  fome  Account  of  the  mojl  wild  and  ex- 
travagant^  the  mofi  ridiculous^  firoUng^  fa^ 
naticaly  frantic^  delirious,  and  mifchievous  of 
all  the  Saints  in  the  Romifo  Communion  j  he 
muft  confider,  that  otherwife  the  Parallel 
would  not  hold ;  but  come  off"  lame  and 
defedivc.  They  arc  however,  fome  of  the 
moik  favourite  and  magnified  Saints  among 
them,  and  moft  of  whom  had  the  Honour 
of  being  Canonized. — As  for  inftance,  the 
Seraphic  Father  St.  Francis^  Founder  of  the 
Friars  Minors,  thought  at  firft  only  a  well- 
meaning,  but  weak  Enthujiafi,  but  after- 
wards turning  out  a  mere  Hypocrite  and 
Impojlcr  :  St.  Dotninic,  Founder  of  the 
Preaching  Friars,  a  Man  of  more  defign, 
ferocity  and  pride  ;  the  contriver  and  man- 
ager of  that  bkfTed  Inftrument  of  Conver- 
fion,  the  Inquifition  :  —  St.  Ignatius  Loyola, 
C  that 
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that  errant  fliatter-brain'd  'uifionary  Fanatic, 
Founder  of  the  moft  Holy  Order  of  the  Je- 
fuitSy  profeiTedly  inftituted  to  extirpate  the 
Reformation  : — That  mirrour  of  PerfeBion, 
St.  Anthony  of  Padua :  —  together  with 
variety  of  fern  ale  Saints^  Catharine  of  Sienna  ^ 
Terefa^  Clara^  Magdalen  of  Pazzi^  Sec, 

I  would  not  be  underflood  to  accufe  the 
Methodifs  diredlly  of  Popery  j  though  I  am 
perfwaded  they  are  doing  tht  Papijls  work 
for  them,  and  agree  with  them  in  fome  of 
their  Principles ;-— defigning  only  to  fliew 
how  uniformly  both  adt  upon  the  fame 
Plan,  (as  far  as  'Enthufiafm  can  be  faid  to 
carry  on  any  Plan :)  —  their  Heads  fill'd 
with  much  the  fame  grand  ProjeBs,  driven 
on  in  the  fame  wild  Manner ;  and  wearing 
the  fame  badge  of  Peculiarities  in  their 
Tenets : — not  perhaps  from  compaB  and 
defign;  but  a  fimilar  Configuration  and 
Texture  of  Brain,  or  the  fumes  of  Lna^i- 
nation  producing  limilar  Effed:s. 


i>' 


§.  3.  From  a  commiferation,  or  horrour, 
ariling  from  the  grievous  Corruptions  of 
the  World,  perhaps  from  a  real  Motive  of 
iincere  Piety,  they  both  fet  out  with  warm 
pretences  to  a  Peformation,  Wherein  the 
Papijh  ftand  at  leaft  upon  an  equality,  if 
they  have  not  the  Advantage  j  it  being  im- 
poflible  for  any  Methodifl  to  exceed  the 
fl:rong  Declarations  of  fervent  hove  to  God 

and 
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and  man,  of  burning  zeal  for  tlie  Sa/va- 
tion  of  Souls,  which  the   Legends  of  the 
Saints  aiFord  in  abundance.     The  Metho- 
dift,  if  he  pleafeth,  fliall  apply  to  himfelf 
the  mofi:  flaming  Chara(flers  on  this  Score  : 
though  he  fhould  "  burn  with  unquench- 
able zeal  of  love  to  God  and  man,  like  St. 
"Francis-,  or  be  inflamed,  like  St.  §«^////;,Bonaven- 
with  a  zeal  of  promoting  God's  honour j^^-  ^"• 
referring  all   his  adions   and  purpofes  to  cap.  9. 
God's  greater  glory  :    this  being  his  Holy  R'ba'^e- 
Ambition,    the  life   and   foul   of  all    his  Lives  of 
adlions."     Nor  do  I  believe  that  any  £??- the  Saints. 
thiifiaji  ever  fet  out  otherwife  than  uponP^S  5>9' 
a  zealous  pretence  of  this  Godly  fiattire. 

§.  4.  For  the  better  Advancement  of 
their  purpofes,  both  commonly  begin  their 
Adventures  with  Field-preaching.  In  which 
particular,  though  the  prad:ice  of  the  Me- 
thodijis  be  notorious,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
produce  fome  of  their  own  words  j  were 
it  only  for  the  fake  of  the  Comparifon. 

METHOD  I  ST:  S, 


a 


Mr.  Whitefield  fays,  **  I  never  was  more  ^  ]^^^^- 
acceptable  to  my  Mafter,  than  when  J  was  ^S^^'' 
ftanding  to  teach  in  the  open  Fields. 

"  I  always   find   I   have  moft  Power, 

when  I  fpeak  in  the  open  Air,     A  proof 

C  2  this 
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this  to  me,  that  God  is  pleafed  with  this 
lagTg.    w^y  of  PreachtJig. 

Preached  at  Keimin^ton.      But  fu-ch   a 

Sight  never  were  mine   eyes  bleffed  with 

before,  —  fifty    thoufand   People,  —  near 

fourfcore    Coaches,  — •  great     number    of 

Plorfes. — I  find  myfelf  niore  and  more  un- 

Pa^,  92.    der  a  neceffity  of  going  out  into  the  Fields. 

I  dcfired    to   know    what   Law    could 

be   produced   againil:    my   preaching :    In 

my  opinion  there  could  be  none  ;  becaufe 

-         there  never  was  any  fuch  thing  as  Field- 

pa'.  27.    -preaching  before. 

A  frefh  inroad  made  into  Satan'^  Ter- 
ritories by  Mr.  Wejlefs  following  me  in 
Pag.  5.     Field-preaching. 

And  Mr.  Seward  acquaints  us,  how 
Tourn  WlAtefield  preached  from  a  balcony,  — 
pag  5— 7. from  a  fcaffold,— from  a  horfe-block." — 

Mr.  Wejlcy  fays,  '  liad  the  Minijler  of 
the  Parijh  preached  like  an  Angela  it 
had  profitted  thern  nothing :  For  they  heard 
him  not.'  But  when  one  came  and  faid, 
*  Yonder  is  a  man  preaching  on  the  top 
of  the  oiountainSj'  they  ran  in  proves  to 
hear. — Had  it  not  been  for  Field-preachings 
the  Uncommonnejs  of  which  is  the  very  cir- 
Farther  cumftancc  that  recommends  it,  they  muft 
psg.  n'9.*  have  run  on  in  error." — 

p  A  p  I  s  r  S, 

*•  Peter  of  Verona,  mirrour  pf  Sanctity, 
of  the   Floly   Order   of  Friars   TreacherSy 

had 
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had  a  Divine  talent  in  preaching ;   neither 
Churches,  nor  Streets,   nor  Market-places 
could    contain    the    great   concourfe    that 
reforted  to  hear  his  Sermons.  —  He  wasRibaden. 
the  fjammer  and  thunderbolt  to  break  andt*^?-°; 

the  baints. 

crulh   Heretics^  —  and  made  Jnquifitor  to  Apr.  zg, 
punifh  and  perfecute  them.' 

St.  Nicolas  of  Nolafco,  one  day  as  he 
was  recolledled  in  prayer,  heard  a  Voice 
from  Heaven,  laying,  *  this  is  not  the  Place, 
in  which  I  would  have  thee  to  be  ;  but  that 
thou  go  forth  into  the  Field,  and  treat  with 
men,  to  the  end  that  I  may  be  glorified  in 
thee.'  Id.  Dec.  6, 

St.   Anthony   of  Padua    was   forced    to 
preach  in  the  open  f  elds  andlargeft  meadows, 
becaufe  the  people  followed  in  fuch  num- 
bers, from  cities,  villages,  and  camps,  that 
no  Church  could  contain  them.     They  got  Id.  June 
up  before  day,  and  flock'd  to  get  places J.3-^^^jb.^^ 
betimes. — The  tradefmen  all  (hut  up  their tatum. 
fliops,  till  his  Sermon   was  ended.     And^o^'^a- 
he  was  guarded  by  fome  firong  and  fiout 
men, — Ke  was  miraculoully  heard  at  two 
leagues  diftance. 

St.  Ignatius  preached  in  the  open  fieldsy 
as  the  Churches  could  not  hold  the  multi- 
tudes Vv^ho  flock'd,  feveral  miles,  to  hear 
him.  V/here  it  was  obferved,  as  a  thing 
more  than  human,  that  though  he  could 
not  raife  his  voice,  which  was  weak,  every 

word 
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Oriandin.  word  of  his  Semion  was  heard  by  every 
fuiViib.i.body  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile." 
No.  1 1 6, 

[I  think  Mr.  Whitefield  fpeaks  fome- 
where  of  being  heard  plainly,  at  a  greater 
diftance,  and  by  above  twenty  thoufand 
People.] 

Upon  this  Article  I  would  make  a  cur- 
fory  remark  or  two.  How  comes  Mr, 
Whitejield  to  fay,  there  was  never  any  fuch 
thing  as  Field-preaching  before  .^  Was  it 
from  the  mere  Vanity  of  being  thought 
the  Founder  of  it  ?  Or  was  he  ignorant  of 
the  practice  feveral  years  ago,  and  even  in 
our  own  nation  ? 

Have  not  the  Methodiji-Preachers,  as 
well  as  St.  Anthony^  been  attended  with  a 
Jiurdy  fet  of  FoIIowerSj  as  their  Guards, 
armed  with  clubs  under  their  cloaths,  me- 
nacing and  terrifying  fuch  as  iliould  dare 
to  fpeak  lightly  of  their  Apojlle?  I  have 
heard    it   often  affirmed.      So    that    Mr. 

3  journ,    WMtefeld    may   well   boaft    of  preaching 
P3g-  24-    cjji^iffj  irrefijiible  ^ower,    and  ftriking    all 

Oppofers  dumb.  'Tis  plain  he  feems  him- 
felf  to  be  aware  of  this  turbulent  Spirit, 
this  fighting  Enthufiafm,  when  idly  *  fup- 
pofing;  his  enemies  (hould  think  they  did 

4  Tourn.   ^^^  fervice  to  kill  him'  he  adds,  *  I  dread 
pag.  11.   nothing  more  than  tht  falfe  Zeal  of  my 

friends  in  zfufferinghour' 

Again 
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Again.  'Tis  highly  probablcj  that  if 
any  Parochial  Minijier  fhould  acquaint  his 
PariJJjj  &c.  that  next  Sunday  he  would 
preach  on  yonder  mountain^  he  would  have 
a  large  congregation  than  in  his  Church  ? 
But  would  this  do  any  real  good?  or  could 
he  juflify  the  irregularity  ?  But  Mr. 
Wejley  argues  for  the  fpecial  adva?itage  of 
Field-preaching,  on  the  very  account  of 
its  irregidarity ;  *  the  u?ico?nmon?iefs  being  the 
very  circumjlance  that  recoimnends  it.'  Some- 
thing inconfifieittly :  for  he  feems  to  forget 
what  he  had  faid,  but  a  Page  or  two  be- 
fore ;  *  we  are  not  fuffered  to  preach  in  the 
Churches 'y  elfe  we  fhould  prefer  them  to^"'^^'■ 

'  ^    -J  Appeal, 

ajiy  places  whatever.  pag.  117. 

Mr.  Whitejield  too  *  highly  approves  of 
cur  excellent   Litur9;y,    would    Miniflers    , 

111-        .'     •     ^/        ;  r    •    ,  4  Journ. 

lend  him  tneir  Umrches,  to  uie  it.  pag,  3. 

They  are,  you  fee,  never  more  accepta- 
ble to  their  Mafier  than  in  the  fields.-— 
God  is  plea  fed  with  this  way  of  preaching, 
—  they  have  fno/i  Power  there,  —  But 
however,  that's  no  matter:  they  would 
not  mind  that :  Churches  are  preferable^ — r 
if  they  could ^<7/  them. 

§.  5,  After  the  Methodifls  had  traduced 
the  Clergy,  as  long  as  they  were  permitted 
to  do  it,  in  their  own  Churches  and  Pulpits^ 
in  order  to  feduce  their  flocks,  and  colle£t 
a  faring  rabble  j  they  fet  about  this  pious 

work 
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work  of  "Defamation  more  heartily  in  the 
fields.     Give  me  leave  to  gather   fome  of 
their  flowers  on  this   occafion,  which  are 
pubhfhed  in  their  own  Journals,  ^c, 

"  Went  to  St.  PauH,  and  received  the 
Blefled  Sacrament. y    [He  might  have  add- 
ed, and  within  a  few  hours  undertook  the 
blefled  office  of  blackening  the  Clergy ;  for  ] 
*'  Preached  in  the  Evening  at  Kennington- 
Common  :  God  gave  me  great  Power,  and 
I   never  opened  my   Mouth   fo  freely  a- 
gainft  the   Letter -learned  Clergymen  of  the 
Whitf.     Church  of  'England. — I  fliould  not  die  in 
4  journ.  Pg^ce,  unlefs  I  bore  my  Teflimony  againfl: 
them. — My  power  and  freedom  of  Speech 
encreafed  daily ;  and  this  afternoon  I  was 
carried   out  much  againft  the  U?tchriflian 
principles  and  pradices  of  the  geiierality  of 

our  Clergy. If  I   want  to   convince 

Church    of  England    Profeflants,    I    muft 
prove  that  the  generality  of  their  Teachers 
jouTn.   ^^  "°^  preach,  or  live  up  to  the  truth,  as 
pag.  3z.   it  is  in  ^efus. 

Woe  be  unto  fuch  blind  leaders  of  the 
blind. — How   can  you  efcape   the  Dam- 
Indwell-   nation    of    Hell  ?  —  Wolves    in    Sheep's 
"g-  pag-  cloathing.  —  Numbers  of  fuch  as  would 
tell  the  people,  that  a  decent^  genteel^  and 
Jo  r     fafhionahle  religion^    is   fufficient  to   carry 
pag.  8.     them  to  Heaven. '\ 

*^  The 
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*'  The  Scribes  and  'Tharifees  of  this  ge- Seward's 

neration  (T  mean  the  Learned  Rabbi's  oJ^°^^^^, 
the  Church  of  'England)  will  perfecute  the 
Preachers  and  Followers  of  our  hord, — 
Our  Brother  (Whitejield)  expeds  to  fuffer 
many  things,  to  be  fet  at  nought  by  the 
Rabbi's  of  our  Churchy  and  perhaps  at  laft 
to  be  kiWd  by  them.  Pag.  71. 

The  Scarlet  whore  of  Babylon  Is  not 
more  corrupt,  either  in  principle,  or  prac- 
tice,  than   the  Church  oj  England. Apag.  4;. 

fecond  Letter  againft  the  frayior  Arch- 
bi/ljop  Tillotjon. — Judas  fold  his  Lord  for 
thirty  pieces  of  Silver :  the  Archbifiop  got 
a  better  price,  perhaps  thirty  bags  of  gold, 
or  more."  Pag.  62. 

For  the  Abufes  of  the  Clergy  from  Mr. 
Wejley  (which  are  not  fo  grojs^  but  more 
artful)  I  refer  the  Reader  to  Mr.  Church's 
farther  Remarks.     Pag.  105 — 108. 

But  what  a  wickednefs  is  it,  to  throw 
out  {o  much  gall  of  bitternefs  againft  per- 
JhnSj  whofe  chief  Power  of  doing  any  good, 
and  promoting  the  common  Salvation,  de- 
pends upon  their  Character  f  And  how 
much  greater,  to  impute  this  black  art  of 
Calumny  to  the  Spirit,  and  Rower  given 
from  God? 

5).  6.  But  though  t\\t(t /I rolling  Vredicants 

have  allured  fome  itching  ears,  and  drawn 

them  afide  by   calumniating  their  proper 

D  Pajlors  5 


(  i8  ) 

Pajlors ;  they  have  Senfe  enough  to  know 
the  itch  will  go  off,  and  their  trade  not 
continue  long,  unlefs  they  can  produce 
fomething  novely  or  uncommon -j  what  the 
wandering  Sheep  have  not  been  ufed  to 
in  their  Churches.  Therefore  they  muft 
find  out,  or  rather  revive  fuch  peculiarities, 
as  have  formerly  attended  Enthtijiafms,  and 
are  moft  likely  to  captivate  the  Vulgar, 
Hence  their  afFc<fted  phrafes,  fantaftical 
and  unintelligible  notions,  whimfical  ftridl- 
nefles,  loud  exclamations  againfl:  fome  tri- 
fling and  indiiferent  things  j  which  are 
matters  of  mere  difcretion  j  things  innocent, 
and  perhaps  fometimes  ufejul;  and  only 
jinful  when  carried  into  excefs.  And  great 
zeal  is  here  employed.  Accordingly,  if 
diverfe  particulars  of  no  great  moment  in 
themfelves  are  here  drawn  together  j  'tis 
only  to  difcover  that  Family -likenefs^  even 
in  the  fmalleji  features,  which  has  diftin- 
guifhed  the  Enthufia/ls  and  pretended  Fie-- 
tijis  of  all  Ages ;  particularly  thofe  nov*-' 
under  Comparifon,  It  may  be  fome  trou- 
ble to  run  over  the  whole  Bead-roll  of  the 
Saint's  Rofary,  But  it  will  appear  to  con- 
fift  of  ten  Ave  Mary's  to  one  Pater-nofler : 
i.  e.  abundance  oi fooleries  in  proportion  to 
any  fingle  ^omt  profitable, 

§.  7.  The  firft  necejjary  point  for  draw- 
ing followers  is  to  put  on  a  fanSliJied  ap- 
I  pearance  -, 
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pearance;  by  a  demure  look,  precife  be- 
haviour,  in  difcourfe  or  filence,    apparel 
and   food  j    and   other  marks  of  external 
Piety.     For  which  reafon  Mr.  Wijley  very 
wifely    made,    and   renewed^    that    noble 
"  refolution,     not    willingly    to    indulge 
himfelf  in  the   leaft  levity  of  behaviour, 
or  in  laughter^  no,  not  for  a  moment. — To 
fpeak  no  word,  not  tending  to  the  Glory  ^  .^^^ 
of  God :  and  not  a  tittle  of  worldly  things."  pag.  lo. 
Which   may  ferve  to   fhew   what  ufeful 
members   of  Society   fuch   perfons   would 
make ;  though  from  human  Infirmity  the 
Refoher  himfelf  has  fometimes  forgot  his 
vow.     But  perhaps  he  may  be  provoked 
to  a  more  exad:   condudl,  when  he  reads, 
"  how  grievoufly  the  Seraphic  MechtildisYkz 
difciplin'd  and  tortur'd  herfelf  for  having  ^^^**^- 
once  fpoke  an  idle  word ;  and  what  a  hei-  BuUar.  Pii 
nous  Sin  fhe  deem'd   it   to  laugh: — that  fecund, 
not  a  word  ever  fell  from  St.  Catharine  of 
Siemia,  that  was  not  religious  and  Holy  : — ■ 
That  the  lips  of  Magdalen  of  Pazzi  were 
never  opened,  but  to  chant  the  praifes  of 
God.  —  That   a   certain  Abbot  refufed  to 
affift  his  friend  in  getting  his  Ox  out  of  a 
quagmire,  for  fear  of  meddling  with  world- Mzml.Wh. 
ly  thi^igs ; — and  a  Mottk   would   not  difco-  S  cap.  9. 
ver  a  thief  that  fide  a  horfe,  becaufe  then  cap"*^-" ' 
he  muft  fpeak  oifecular  matters'*  Tit.  80. 

D  2  As 
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As  laughter  Is  a  hculty  peculiar  to  the  Hu- 
man Species^  the  Refolution  of  a  Religious 
Melancholiji  entirely  to  difcard  it  may  be 
reckon'd  a  WiiltEJjay  towards  putting  away 
the  Properties  of  a  rational  Creature. 

§.  8.  At  firft  the  Methodifis,  as  a/j^-za  of 
Humility^  made  it  a  point  not  to  ride^  either 
on  Horjeback,  or  in  a  Coach :  though  occa- 
fionally,  and  for  Gonveniency  fake,  they 
have  lince  thought  proper  to  deviate  from 

Further     their  Rule.     "  I  could  no  longer,  fays  Mr. 

DeaHngs,  j^j^i^^pid^  Walk  on/oo/,  as  ufual ;  but  was 
conftrained  to  go  in  a  Coach,  to  avoid  the 
Hofannd^  of  the  Multitude."  Very  pro- 
fane^ unlefs  it  be  a  falfe  print  for  Huzza's. 

Conform.       So  was  it  One  of  St.  Francis's  Rules ^  "  ne- 

foi.  114,   ^gj-  |.Q  j.j^^    i^yj.  Qj^iy  jj^  Cafes  of  manifeft 

Neceffity,    or    Infirmity."       St.    Ignatius 
Loyohy  and  his  meek  Society  of  yejuits^  al- 
ways walk'd  on  foot ;  and  could  never  be 
FranciAn-induc'd  to  ufc  any  fort  of  Carriage. — To 
nal.  jefuit.  ufe  Chair Sy   and  Chariots  was   a   grievous 
3'5»  357  gjj^^  gj-j^j  abhor'd  by  the  Society.' 

§.9.  Upon  the  fame  Kccount  fne  Cioaths, 
and  rich  Furniture ,  ftai;d  abfolutely  con- 
demned', though  in  many  Cafes  they  may 
be  proper  and  right,  as  fuitable  to  People's 
Rank,  Condition,  and  Station.  And  when 
the  Cynicy  Diogenes,  trod  dildainfully  upon 
'A fine  Carpet  ofPlato'Sy  faying,  '  fee  how  I 

trample 
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trample  upon  Plato's  Pride' — The  Phi- 
lofopher  juftly  anfwer'd,  *  but  with  greater 
*  Pi'ide  of  thy  ownJ 

Mr.  Wejley  gist^  us  this  as  the  general  Charaaer 
Charader    of  a  Methodijh    "  He   cannot  °j^^^^M«- 
adorn  himfelf,  on  any  pretence,  with  Go/^,  no.  15. 
or  cojlly  Apparel.''     Hence  he  undertook 
that  unfuccefsful   Difpute  with  a  ^laker, 
"  who  could  not  be  convinc'd  of  any  harm 
"  in  cc/Iiy  Apparel,  or  Furniture,  fo  that  it  3  Journ. 
"  were  Plain."  P-  58- 

"  St.  Fri^mi"  would  always  wear  A ppa- Conform, 
rel  of  the  vileji  Sort ;    never  any  thing  that^°   ^^' 
was  Sumptuous :  that  being  an  extinct  on  of 
Grace.  —  A   certain    yefuit   had   fuch    in-  „ 
fluence  on   the   Ladies,    that  they   threw  naijeVuit* 
away  all  their  vain  Garments,  and  whatever  p-  3«7- 
might  help  to  fet  off  their  Beauty." 

St.  Ignatius,  by  preaching  powerfully  2^^^°'- Vi- 
3.gsi\n{\.fine  Cloaths,  made  the  Women  weep,  p^  ,^q^  * 
tear  their  Hair,  and  charming  Faces,  and 
throw  away  their  vain  Ornajnents. — Mag- 
dalen of  Pazzi,  when  but  a  Child,  would 
rejeft  all  foft  and  delicate  Cloathing,  and 
wear  only  what  was  coarfe  and  ugly-  ^^I'z 

§.  10.  But  oh!    (as  a  part,    or   confe- 
quence  of  this)  how  good,  and  Saint-like  it 
is,  to  go  dirty,  ragged,  and  Jlovenly  ?  And 
hov^^ //w//?)' did  Mr.  "  Whitejield  therefore 'ft  Journ. 
take  Care  of  the  outward  Man  F  My  Ap-^^'  ^' 
parel  was  mean — thought  it  unbecoming  a 

Penitent 


(    22    ) 

Penitent  to  have  powder' d  Hair  :  -—  I  wore 
Woollen  Gloves,  a  patched  Gown,  and  dirty 
Shoesr 
Ribadcn.       Thus  hIs  PredecelTor  in  Saintfhip  '^  Ig^ 
'Vit.lgnit.j2af ins  lov'd  to  appear  abroad  with  old  dirty 
Shoes,  us'd  no  Cofub,  let  his  Hair  clot,  and 
would  never  pair  his  Nails.  —  A   certain 
yefiiit  was  fo  holy  that  he  had  above  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  patches  upon  his  Breeches, 
and  proportionably  on  his  other  Garments. 
Franc.  An-  —Another  had  almoft  three  hundred^^/^^f  j: 
nai.Jefuit.^j^^j   his  Garments  atter  his   Death    were 
394.  '     hung  up  to  public  View,  as  an  incentive  to 
imitation y     And  v^ras  there  not  a  Reafon  ? 
Conform.  Fo^  "  St.  Francis  found  by  certain  expe- 
fol.  243.  rience,  that  the  Devils  were  frighted  away 
by  coarfe  rough  Garments ;  but  were  ani- 
mated by  foft  Raiment  to  tempt  the  wearers. 
And  Friar  Bartholomew  hath  laid  it  down 
as  a  Rule,  that  Men  muft  have  dirty  Bodies, 
if  they  would  have  pure  Souls.'* 

§.  II.  Of  this  nature  likewife  is  their 

utter  condemnation   of  all  Recreation  and 

Diverfion,  in  every  ki72d  and  degree.     Mr. 

1  ft  Deal-  Whitejield  laments  that,    in    his    younger 

Jng>P  'SDays,  "he  was  not  yet  convinc'd  of  the 

abfoiute  unlawfulnefs  of  playing  at  Cards, 

and   of  reading  and   feeing   Plays."     But 

afterwards,  in  his  Letter  from  New  Briinf- 

P.  7.       wick  he  declares,   "  that  no   Recreations, 

confider'd  as  fuch,  can  be  innocent. — I  now 

began 
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began  to  attack  the  De'vil  in  his  JlrongeJi\]°'^^^' 
holds,  and  bore  Teftimony  againft  the  de-'''^^" 
teftable   Diverfions  of  this  Generation. — 
D^^rfrj  pleafe  the  Devil  in  every  ftep — lb.  p.  77. 
Some   were  very  ftrenuous  in  defence  of 
what   they   call'd    innocent   Diverfions,  — 
but  are  contrary  to  the  whole  te7iour  of  the 
Gofpel : — not  only  fo  many  trifling  Amufe-5  Journ. 
ments,  but  Things  which   fhew  that  theP5^'59- 
Heart  is  wholly  alienated  from  the  Life  of 
God. — I  hoped  we  had  demolifhed  6'^/^«'s  Seward's 
Arongeft  hold  in  Philadelphia,  the  Dancing-  Jo^^"- 
School,  Afj'emblies,  and  Mufick-meetings,  thofe  ^'  ^ 
Houfes  of  Baal. 

And  what  fays  the  Tapifl  ?    "  St.  Do- 
minic (who  had  fuch  Power  of  Adjuration 
over  the  Devil,  as  to  compel  him  to  anfwer 
truly  to  all  his  Queftions)  afked  him  what 
was  his   Opinion  concerning  the  place  of 
Recreations ;   who  anfwer'd,  with   a   loud 
and  fcornful  laugh^  *  all  this  Place  is  myRibaden. 
own  :  for  here  they  tell  impertinent  News,  ^"S-  4- 
&c.  —  St.  Ignatius   by  declaiming  againftpanol  Vi- 
Cards  and  Dice  prevailed   upon  a  whole  ta  ignat- 
Tow7i  to  throw  them  into  the  River  :  — and^'  "^°' 
there  was  no   more   play  there  for  three 
Years." 

Our  love  of  Recreations  and  Diver/ions 
kas  indeed  confefl'edly  exceeded  all  bounds ; 
and  calls  loudly  for  fome  redrefs.  But  to 
break  out  wildly  againft  every  inftance  and 
degree  of  them,  is  the  dired:  way  to  render 

our 
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our  Complaints  Jriiitlefs  and  ridiculous.  It 
has  neither  Reafo?t  nor  Scripture,  to  fup- 
port  it.  But  Moderation^  Reafon  and  Scrip- 
ture are  Things  unregarded  by  Enthufiajis ; 
who  muft  a6l  in  Charader.  They  cannot, 
they  dare  not  allow  any  thing  that  carries 
the  name  or  face  of  Recreation  and  Chear- 
fulnefs  ',  for  fear  of  difperfing  a  little  of  that 
/flack  bile,  that  gloomy  humour,  which  is 
the  moll  ejjential  Ingredient^  in  their  Re- 
ligion. 

§.  12.  As  to  the  fee?ning  contempt  of 
Money^  you  may  fee,  if  you  pleafe,  and 
admire  Mr.  Wejlefs  Declamatory  rant  ; 
"  As  to  Gold  and  Silver  I  count  it  dung  and 
drofs :  I  trample  it  under  my  Feet.  I 
efteem  it  juil  as  the  mire  in  the  Streets. 
— It  mufl  indeed  pafs  through  my  Hands; 
but  fhall  only  pafs  through :  it  (hall  not 
reft  there.  None  of  the  Accurfed  things 
_  .  ,fhall  be  found  in  my  Tent,  when  the  Lord 
No^r'callethmehence,  J.. 

But  even  this  falls  fhort  of  St.  Francis. 
"  He  had  fuch  a  detejiation  of  Money ^  that, 
if  by  chance  he  found  any  in  the  way,  he 
would  not  permit  himfelf,  or  Brethren,  fo 
much  as  to  touch  it.  Once  the  Devil ^  to 
enfnare  him,  laid  a  Riirfe  in  his  way, 
feemingly  full  of  Money.  But  he  knowing 
it  was  a  Devil's  trick  forbids  his  Companion 
to  take  it  up  :    who  ftrongly  preffing  to  do 

it 
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it  for  the  fake  of  giving  to  the  Poor^  Stip'^^Q'"^- 
Francis  'A^tnicd'.    and   upon  opening   the°'^^" 
Purfe  out  ftarts  the  Devil  in  the  Oiape  of 
a  Serpent^  and  fuddenly  di [appear  dy  Purfe 
and  all. — Hence    he  folemnly  refolv'd  to 
flick  to  Poverty  as  long  as  he  liv'd.— M(?wf_)'f'^'-  217- 
was  to  him  the  moft  execrable  of  things ; 
he  gave  it  a  hearty  ciirfe^  and  fled  from  it 
as  from  the  De^jil^     Dung^  and  Money y  and 
Satan  were  the  fame  thing  to  him.- — He 
orders  a  Friar,   who  had  placed  in  a  Win-fol.  219. 
dow  fome  Money  colleded  at  the  Altar^ 
to  take  it  in  his  Month,  [for  the  RulevfQ\A^ 
not  permit  to  touch   it  with  his  Fingers^ 
and  go  out  and  throw  it  upon  the  dung  of 
an  Afiy — St.  Ignatius  indeed   (as  well  as 
the  Methodifts)   "  would   fometimes  con- Bart.  Vit. 
defcend  to  accept  of  fome  fmall  pieces  of  ^S"^^'*' 
Money,    to  give   to  the   Toor. — But  St. 
Phil.  Nerius  was  fuch  a  lover  of  Poverty, 
that  he  frequently  befought  Almighty  God 
to  bring  him  to  th.at  State  as  to  Hand  in 
need  of  a  Penny ^  and  find  no  body  thatRibaden. 
would  give  him  one,"  P-  ^^9- 

The  Profeffion  of  Toverty^  as  well  as 
Chaftityy  is  indeed  the  common  Vow  of  all 
the  Monaftic  Orders ;  the  Inftitution  of 
which  is  call'd  the  fnof  perfeB  State  of  Life. 
But  either  by  means  of  papal  Relaxations 
and  IndulgencieSy  or  their  own  carnal  Af- 
feSlionSy  both  thefe  Vows  are  commonly 
obferv'd  alike.  One  Confiitiition  of  the  fe- 
E  fuits 
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fuits  in  particular  is — Food,   Raiment,  and 
Bed  of  the  "oilejl  fort,  for  their  greater  fpi- 
Conft.  !$•  ritual  Proficiency. 

§.13.  Another  ^^//  to  catch  Admirers, 
and  very  common  among  Enthiijiqfisy  is  a 
reftlefs  impatience  and  infatiable  thirft  of 
'Travellings  and  undertaking  dangerous 
Voyages,  for  the  Converiion  of  Infidels  j  to- 
gether with  a  dktc\-3ix'dContempt  of  all  danger  Sy 
pains,  and  Sufferings.  They  mufl  defire, 
love  and  pray  for  ill  Ufage,  Perfecution, 
Martyrdom  J  Death  and  Hell. 

Accordingly,  our  Itinerafit  Methodijis  are 
fond  of  expreffing  their  Zeal  on  this  Ac- 
count. Mr.  WhitefieJdy  fays,  "  when  Letters 
came  from  Mejj'rs.  JVeJleys^  and  Ingham y 
their  Fellow-Labourer,  —  their  Accounts 
fired  my  Sotd,  made  me  even  lojig  to  go 
abroad  for  God  too  :  —  though  too  v/eak  in 
body — I  felt  at  times  fuch  a  flrong  Attrac- 
tion in  my  Soul  towards  Georgia,   that  I 

thought    it    almoft    irrefifiible. The 

Thoughts  of  it  crowded  continually  in  upon 
Farther  ^^^'  —  Upon  reading  this  (Letters  from 
Dealings,  abroad  for  fnore  Labourers)  my  Heart  leaped 

p.  8,  lo,  ^i^[-,JQ  jjje    and  as  it  were  ecchoed  to  the 
II,  18.     -,  ,,  .         .  11,, 

Call: — was  impatient  to  go  abroad. 

Mr.   Wejley   fets  forth  pathetically,   and 

not  without  fome  Degree  of  infiilt  on  the 

regular  Minifiers   who  flay   at  home,  — 

"  their  Delire  of  going  on  in  toil,  in  weari- 

nefs. 
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ntfs.  In  palnfulnefs,  in  cold  and  hunger, 
n — Summer-fun,  and  winter-rain  and  wind, 
upon  the  naked  head ;  perils  by  land, 
perils  by  water  ; — hurried  away  to  America y 
—  a  readinefs  to  go  to  Abyjjinia  or  China. 
And  much  more  in  the  Spirit  of  rambling 
Sufferings y  and  Martyrdom . ' ' 

But  all  this  only  fhews  the  natural  un- 
fettled  humour,  the  rapid  motion  of  Kn- 
thufiajiic  heads.  And  we  may  aflure  them 
that  the  zealous  impatience^  and  real  wand- 
rings  and  fufterings  of  Popifi  Fanatics,  are 
by  all  Accounts  greatly  fuperior.  "  Oh  !  Life, 
how  many  times  have  tlie  Nu?is  feen  their  ^'°-  S°- 
Sifter  of  Pazzi  drimk  with  zeal  for  the 
Converfion  of  Si?2ners  and  Infidels^ — run 
about  the  Cloyjiers  and  Gardens^  and  other 
places,  bemoaning  herfelf  that  fhe  was  not 
a  Man  —  to  go  abroad,  and  gain  erring 
Souls." 

The  Wind-mill  is  indeed  in  all  their 
Heads.  And  in  fa^  'tis  almofl:  incredible 
what  Miferies  were  endur'd  by  St.  Francis^ 
in  his  Heroic  Voyage  to  convert  the  Sultan 
of  Egypt ;  in  that  of  St.  Anthony  into 
Africa,  to  convert  the  Moors,  and  of  St, 
Ignatius  to  convert  the  T^urks :  Exploits 
much  more  dangerous  and  terrible  than  a 
Voyage  to  the  Wefi-lndies,  &c." 

As  to  their  love  of  difgrace -,    it  mufl 

fairly  be  ovvned,    in  a  great  meafure,    to 

be  true.     Otherwife  they  would  never  have 

E  2  Fuhlijhed 
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Publijhed  that  Colle5iion  of  their  own  Fool- 
eries and  faults,  extravagant  whinnfies,  and 
prefumptions,  pretenlions,  (^c.  in  their 
yournals.^ 

Sometimes   indeed   we  find  Mr.  Wejlij 
bitterly  and  y^^//;?^/}' complaining  "  of  the 
Scoff's y  both  of  the  Great  Vulgar ^  and  the 
fmall ;    contempt   and   reproach   of  every 
kind  J  fometimes  more  than  T'fr<^^/ affronts, 
jftupid,  brutal  violence; — and  (in  a  mofh 
elegant  ftyle)  from  the  Scum  of  Cornwall, 
the  rabble  of  Bilfton  a?id   Darleflon,    the 
App.  p.    '^^^^  bea/is  of  Walfal,  and  the  Turnkeys   of 
I  rg,  136.  Newgate."     But,  at  other  times,    the  note 
is  changed ;  —  "  and  with  regard  to  con- 
tempt,   hate,    calumny,    Perfecution,    &c. 
—  till   he  is  thus  defplfed,    no  man   is  in 
a   State  of  Salvation.  —  Being  defpifed  is 
abfoluteiy  necefiary  to  our  doing  good  in 
3  journ.   the  world. — God  forbid    that  you  fhould 
P-  35—7-  be  otherv/ife  than  generally  fcandalciis  j   I 
had  almofl  faid  iiniverfally'' 

3  Journ.        **  Mr.  Whitefield  rejoices  exceedingly  at 
p-  45-      the  thought,  that  they  fliould  one  day  be 

fent  to  Prifon. — Refrefhed  with  the  news, 
that  the  Landlord  would  not  let  us  ftay 
under  his  roof; — and  at  the  fweets  of  op- 
pofition  :  — receiving^  a  blow  from  a  Cud- 

4  Journ.    ^   .      .      '  .  .       -°  -,       ,,        . 

p.  8.  gcl-pIayer  with  the  utmoil  love  Again, 
he  is  quite  in  hafle  for  Perfecution^  call- 
ing upon  the  Devil  to  bring  it  on.  "  The 
hour  of  Perfecution  is  not  yet  come.     I 

really 
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really  wonder  it  comes  no  fafter.     5j/<3;?,  4  Joum- 
U'hy  Jlcepeji  thou  ?  P-  ^' '  ' 

Mr.  Seward  "  trufts  that,  for  the  j5rf-ibid.p.24. 
ihrcn's  fake,  lie  could  leap  into  a  burning 
fiery  furnace^  without  fear  of  the  flames, 
which   would   ferve  as    a  fiery  Chariot  to 
carry  his  Soul  to  Gody 

The  fame  love  of  contempt,  abufe  and 
injury  ;  the  fame  ardent  thirjl  after  Perfe- 
cution  and  Martyrdom  pofTefTed  their  Com- 
petitors in  propagating  true  Religion. 

"  St.  Francis  wifhes,   and  gives  orders,  Ccnform. 

that  he  may  be  difgraced  by  all. He  j^l^^-Jj^-^ 

was  not  able  to  reft  for  the  burning  deiire  p.  762. 
of  Martyr domy 

St.  Ignatius  defired  to  be  mock'd  and 
laugh'd  at  by  all ;  -—'  in  the  fervour  of  his 
mind   would  have  gone  about  the  flreets 
naked,  and  like  a  fool  i   that  the  boys  of 
the   Town   might   have  made   fport   with 
him,    and    thrown   dirt  upon    him. — St.  Ribaden. 
Do'rninic   defired    to    be   contemned,    and P"  535- 
trampled   upon  by    all  the  world  3 — took 
great  pleafure  in  vifiting  the  Villages^  where 
he   was  affronted   and   abufed ;  —  had   a  fbid. 
longing  to  die  for  Chrifi  by  the  moil  ex-P  ^'^'^' 
quiiite     and     bitter   pains.  —  St.  Anthony 
moil  earneflly  begged  of  Almighty  Gody  thCp  '  '  ^^ 
favour  and  grace  of  Martyrdom. 

The  zealous  Magdalen  of  Pazzi  made  a  Life, 
Protefiation  to  delight  in  contempt  and  con-  No.  40. 
fufion^    as  God  delights  in  himfelf.      For 

that 
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that  confufion  is  my  Centre,  as  God  is  his 
oivn  Centre. 

St.  Terefa  ftrongly  burns  for  Martyr- 
dom at  fix  or  /even  years  of  age ;  —  and 
afterwards  for  many  years  had  wifhed, 
that  her  whole  Hfe  were  full  of  Sufferings 

Ibid,  pag.and  Perfecutions.     And  the  yefuits  have, 

788,  800.  in  an  efpecial  manner,  with  great  alacrity 
devoted  themfelves  (and  I  wifli  they  had 
never  devoted  any  hut  themfelves)  to  the 

Tranc.An-J^ameSj  the  Jwordj  or  any  fpecies  of  Perfe- 

nal.  p.  H-cution." 

'Tis  obvious  here  to  remark, — how 
little  the  Methodijis  know  of  their  own 
Spirits,  and  what  danger  they  would  be  in 
oi  failing  (which  may  be  proved  too   in 

faB)  in  a  fuffering  hour  : That  they, 

who  are  of  fuch  an  imjlcady  temper,  and 
fo  often  fall  into  fears,  dejeBious,  defer- 
tionSy  defpondencics,  &c.  are  fome  of  the 
lafl  men  living  that  fhould  be  fo  impor- 
tunate for  expofing  themfelves :  —  And 
that  this  condud:  may  well  be  look'd  upon 
as  a  falfe  ofientation  of  zeal,  and  high  pre- 
fumpiion  in  any  of  the  moft  feady  Chrif- 
tians ',  feeing  the  Lord  hath  commanded 
*  to  watch  and  pray,  left  ye  enter  into 
Temptation ;  to  pray,  that  God  would  not 
lead  us  into  Temptation,  but  deliver  us 
from  e'uil ;  and,  when  ye  are  perfecuted  in 
one  city,  fly  unto  another.' 

§.  140 
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§.  14-  The  .pious  cruelty  cf  Corporal 
Severities^  or  mortification  by  tormenting 
the  flefh,  is  another  common  method  of 
gaining  a  reputation  for  SanBity.  Such  as 
long  and  rigorous  fadings ;  gafhing  and 
flaying  the  body  with  fcourges,  and  thofe 
armed  with  rowels  and  fliarp  tags ;  rolling 
naked  in  thorns  and  thirties,  &c.  The 
accounts  we  have  of  thefe  unnatural  ex- 
ercifes  among  PopiJJj  Fanatics  are  of  that 
nature  and  degree,  as  fcarce  to  be  credit- 
ed, or  exceeded  j  and  what  our  own  Dif- 
ciplinaj'ians  cannot,  In  any  tolerable  mea- 
fure,  pretend  to  come  up  to.  Something 
however  of  this  kind  we  have  from  their 
own  relation. 

Mr.  IVhiteJield  fays  of  the  Mcthodijis  in  i  Deal- 
general  at  Oxford^  that  "  they  kept  their  V^S^- 
bodies  under,  even  to  an  extreme. — And 
of  himfelf— though  I  fometimes  fell  in- 
to Setifuality  ;  —  i  left  off  eating  fruit,  and 
the  like  ;  —  I  failed  twice  a  week.  —  In 
Lent  eat  nothing  (except  on  Sunday)  but 
fage  tea  without  fugar,  and  coarfe  bread, 
— eat  the  worft  fort  of  food  ;  conftantly 
walked  out  in  the  mornings,  till  part  of 
one  of  my  hands  was  quite  black.  This, 
with  continued  abftinence  and  inward  con- 
fli(5ls,  fo  emaciated  my  body — that  I  could 
fcarce  creep  up  flairs, — and  was  obliged 
to  have  a  Pbyjician. "  lb.  Sea .  2 . 

Under 
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Bullar.         Under  fuch  a  high  principle  of  mortifi- 
°j,2  *     cation,    *'  St.  Bridget  refolved   to  eat  no- 
thing  but  bread  and  water,  and  (becaufc 
that  was  not  bitter  enough)  would  needs 
hold  Gentian-root  commonly  in  her  mouth, 
g  ^         —  St.  Alcantara  chole  liiormwood  for  his 
Rom.       diet.  —  A   Francifcan   would   always   dip 
Conform.  }^jg  j^j-ead  in  wormwood-water . — St.  Francis 
Ribaden.  of  Rome  would  eat  bitter  herbs   without 
p.  212.    oil." 

St.  Ignatius  was  always  exercifing  fuch 
kind  of  aiifierities,  and  always  dangerouf- 
ly  ill  by  them.  He,  and  many  others, 
brought  themfelves  to  death's  door;  and 
were  compelled  to  have  recourfe  to  Phy- 
ficians  and  Surgeons, 

Mr.    JVeJIey    oftentatiouily   boafts,    *  of 

bearing  heat  and  cold  on  the  naked  head, 

r  n  K      rain  and  wind,  frofl:  and  fnow,  as  fome  of 

Laft  App,     ..run-  •  •         ,  A       J 

p.  119.  tneir  Jmallejt  inconveniencies.  — And  ano- 
ther time  he  tells  us,  "  Our  bed  being 
wet,  I  laid  me  down  on  the  flocr,  and 
flept  found  till  morning.  And  I  believe 
1  Journ.  I  fliall  not  find  it  needful  to  go  to  bed,  as 
J^"^"^^'''  'tis  called,  any  more."  But  his  old  Friends 
out-ftrip  him.  St.  Ignatius  ufed  no  other 
bed  than  a  board,  or  the  bare  ground,  St. 
Dominic  the  fame  ;  and  fifty  others  of  the 
chofen  Antichrijiian  Saints. 

St.  Francis  happening  cnce  to  ufe  a 
pillow,  on  account  of  illnefs,  the  Devil 
got  into  his  pilloWy  and  made  him  uneafy 

all 
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all  night.     But  upon  his  ordering  the  pil- 
low,  with  the  Devil  in  it,  to  be  carried,^   r 

,  ',  Conform. 

away,  he  prefently  recovered.  foi.  53. 

Whether  Mr.  Wejley  has  not  went  to 
bed  fince  that  time  others  may  know  as 
well  as  himfelf.  But  'tis  eafy  to  forefee, 
that  in  fome  future  Calendar^  or  Legend  of 
the  SaifitSy  with  what  probability  it  may 
be  inferted,  Jan.  30,  1735.  *  From  this 
day  Mr.  J.  We/ley  never  went  to  bed  any 
more  ;  but  always  lay  on  the  bare  ground, 
in  imitation  of  the  Sai?2tSy  Ignatius y  Frari" 
as  J  &c. 

And  however  ridiculous  or  improbable 
this  may  be  thought;  I  am  fully  per- 
fwaded  that  ma?2y^  if  not  mojiy  of  the 
Stories,  with  which  the  Pope's  Religious 
Romances  are  fluffed,  have  been  raifed  upon 
a  Jlighter  foundation.  Other  inflances  of 
this  nature  will  come  afterwards. 

But  however  that  may  happen ;  the 
Apofile,  I  am  fure,  condems,  as  ufelefs  and 
fuperfiitious,  that  a'vpeiJ'^ot  o-^iUct,Toj,  the  not 
fparing  of  the  body.  And  it  has  frequently 
proved  nothing  lefs  than  Self-murther. 
But  'tis  requifite  this  voluntary  falfe  ihew 
of  humility  fhould  be  fometimes  kept  up, 
that  common  Chrijiians  may  be  thought  to 
walk  according  to  the  flejlj  -,  and  the  new 
Reformers  alone  be  prefumed  as  followers 
of  an  abjiemious  and  Spiritual  life, 

F  §.  15, 
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§.  15.  To  thefe  fufFerlngs  may  be  added 

—  the  ftruggles  and  pangs  of  the  new 
birth ^  almoft  equal  to  the  torments  of  Hell^ 

—  derelidlions,  terrors,  defpairings,  com- 
bats with  Satan,  Sec.  Of  which  more  in 
the  Sequal. 

A  word  or  two  at  prefent  of  their  will- 
ingnefs,  and  ardent  deiire  to  endure  pain 
and  torment^  even  Hell  itfelf  for  the  hove 
of  God,  and  advancement  of  his  Glory. 

Among  fome  Enthuftajlical  Ranters,  Pa- 
piflical  Myftics,  and  others,  fuch  an  ex- 
ceffive  and  difmterejied  Lc^ie  of  God  has 
been  infifted  on,  as  fliould  oblige  us  to 
love  him,  though  we  were  fure  of  being 
damned  j  and  even  to  keep  up  that  love 
during  the  whole  eternal  State  of  damna- 
tion. 

As  I  have  been  no  great  dealer  in  fuch 

Authors,  I  fliall  let  the  fefuit  Nieremberg 

fpeak  for  all  j  who  makes  this  a  neceflary 

DeAdo-  ConfeJJion  of  a  true  Ferdtent.     "  I   would 

rat.  lib.  I. willingly  for  the  ligheft  and  moft  venial 

^^'   *     Sin  fuffer  the  torments  of  Hell, — and  even 

for  another's  Sin. — I  defire   to   go  to  Hell, 

and  be  at  the  feet  of  Lucifer,  Judas,  Sec. 

But  am  fo  great  a  Sinner,  as  to  be  unworthy 

Lib.  3.     even  of  a  place  there.  —  There  is  no  per- 

cap.  I.    jg^  Love,   or  repentance,   unlefs   for  the 

leaft  Sin  you  are  willing  to  bear  the  tor- 

tures  of  Hell:' 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wejley  plainly  adopts  this  dodlrine 
for  his  own,  when  he  fays,  "  I  was  fur-'Journ. 
prized  to  find  one  of  the  moft  controvert-^"  ' 
ed  Queftions  in  Divinity ^  dijintercjied  Love, 
decided  by  a  poor  old  man,  without  edu- 
cation, or  learning,  or  any  inftrudtor  j  but 
the  Spirit  of  God.  I  afked  him  what  he 
thought  of  Paradife  ?  —  He  faid,  to  be 
fure,  it  is  a  fine  place.  But  I  do  not 
mind  that.  I  do  not  care  what  place  I 
am  in.  Let  God  put  me  where  he  will, 
or  do  with  me  what  he  will,  fo  I  may  fet 
forth  his  honour  and  glory." 

One  might  here  obferve,  how  eafy  a 
thing  it  is  for  perfons,  who  deem  them- 
felves  Favourites  of  Heaven^  in  the  heat  of 
imagination  to  talk  at  this  rate.  But  does 
the  DoBrine  of  Afjurances  convince  them, 
that  they  could  dwell  in  Everlajling  burn- 
ings, without  complaining,  or  any  abate- 
ment of  the  Love  of  God?  And  befides, 
how  idle  is  it  to  be  putting  an  impofjible 
cafe;  and  to  fuppofe  it  confiftent  with  the 
glory  of  God,  his  ejjhitial  goodnefs,  and 
goodnefs  to  mankind,  that  any  true  Penitent 
and  true  Lover  of  God  fhould  finally  be 
condemned  to  Hell-torments  ? 

Mr.  Wejley  in  that  exorbitant  flrain. 

Doom,  //thou  canft,  to  endlefs  pains,       4  Jou^n* 

All-  r  11  in  nn^- 

And  drive  mejrom  thy  J  ace, 

F  2  feems 
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feems  daringly  and  prefumptuoufly  to  bid 
defiance  to  the  Power  or  Juflice  of  God. 
But  in  his  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Church  he  ex- 
P"g- 37-  plains  himfelf  thus ;  "  If  thou  can'ft  de- 
ny thyfelf,  if  thou  can 'ft  forget  to  be  gra- 
cious, if  thou  can'ft  ceafe  to  be  truth  and 
love''  All  thefe  amiable  Attributes  it 
feems  muft  be  forfeited,  if  Heaven  could 
doom  to  punifhment  fuch  a  precious  Soul. 
But  this  explanation  of  his  looks  like  eva- 
Jion,  and  could  fcarce  be  his  original  mean- 
ing :  But  God's  power y  or  jujlice  muft  be 
intended ;  becaufe  he  fpeaks  of  God's 
Lovey  in  the  very  next  lines,  by  way  of 
diJlindfioHy  or  as  the  oppofite  alternative. 

But  if  thy  ftronger  love  conjlrains. 
Let  me  befaved  by  Grace. 

§.  1 6.    We   find   other  expreflions  and 

notions,  which  imply  either  a  Stoical  in- 

Jenfibility  under  pain  and  torture  ;    or   elfe 

a  defire  of  them  j  not  the  leaft  defire   of 

having  them  removed ,  or  ajfuagedy  though 

felt  in  the  higheft  degree.     As  that  of  Mr. 

4  Journ.    Wejley,  produced  for  *'  an  inftance  of  that 

p.  50, 51.  ftrange  truth,  that  the  fervants  of  God  fuffer 

nothing. — I  dined  with  one,  who  told  me 

in  all  fimplicity,   ^  Sir,  I  thought  laft  week 

there  could  be  no  fuch  reft  as  you  defcribe, 

none  in  the  world,  wherein  we  fhould  be 

fo  free  as  not  to  defire  eafe  in  pain.     But 

God 
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God  has  taught  me  better.     For  on  Friday 
and  Saturday^  when  I  was  in  the  Jlrongejt 
pairiy  I  never  once  had  one  moment's  defire 
of  eafe.'' 

Mr.  Wejlef^  having  difcourfed  of  this, 
and  defcribed  it  to  the  perfon  concerned, 
lufficiently  {hews  it  to  have  been  his 
dod:rine.  Let  us  fee  if  it  cannot  be  paral- 
lelled from  the  Papacy. 

"  St.  Francis  vifited  with  the  moft  grie- 
vous fufferings  would  by  no  means  allow 
them  to  be   called  pains -j    and  throwing 
himfelf  on  the  ground  with  a   violence, 
that  almoft  broke  his  bones,  begs  of  Goi/Bonavcnt, 
to  add  to  his  fufFerings  an  hundred  fold  ;  — ^^P*  *4' 
defires   a  continuance  and  renewal  of  tor- 
ment, —  and  even  to  defpair  and  derelic-  conform, 
tion^  —  At  another  time,  however,  he  is  fol.  40,41. 
in  a  quite   different  mood  ;    and  his  zeal 
tempered  with  prudence^  when  a  real  and 
very  fenfible  torture  was  before  his  eyes. 
For  "  being  obliged  to  undergo  a  Caute- 
rizing for  a  difeafe  in  his  eyes,  he  was  fo 
jrighted  with  the  Sight  of  the  red-hot-iron^ 
that  he  commanded  the  iron  in  the  name 
of  Chri(l   fo  to  temper  its  heat,    that  he 
vc\\^x.f'j)eetly  feel  the  burning.     And  when 
the  hiffing  iron  was  plung'd   into  his  ten- 
der fleili,  he  cried  out  exultingly,   '  BlefTed 
be  God;  for  to  fay  the  truth,  the  burning ^'■^v- 
fire  gave  me  no  moleflation,  nor  did  any  Prancifc. 
pain  of  the  flefh  affed  me.'  o<a.  to. 

St. 
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Bartol.         St.   Ignatius  felt    and   experienced   the 
\^^f^th.xovfs  of  regeneration   to   be  as   bad   as 

350.  Hell ;  and  yet  is  all  on  fire  to  promote 
God's  glory,  though  at  the  lofs  of  all  the 
earth,  and  even  Heaven. 

Ribaden.       St.  'Terefa  was  under  great  aridities  for 

P"  799*  22  years;  yet  never  in  all  that  time  did  it 
come  into  her  thoughts  to  defire  more  com- 
fort, and  {he  afked  of  the  Lord,  that  ihc 
might  never  be  without  pain.  She  even 
bore  the  pangs  of  the  tiew  bir^th  for  ano- 
ther, a  new  Convert  j  *  who  having  at  her 
perfwafion  left  certain  abominable  Sins,  but 
fuch  Temptations  ftill  remaining,  that  he 
knew  himfelf  to  be  in  Hell-,  —  She  be- 
fought  the  hord  to  afTuage  the  pains  of 
that  poor  Soul ;  and  that  the  Devils,  who 
were  the  caufes  of  it,  might  come  and 
torment  her.  —  And  fhe  fufFered  for  the 
fpace  of  a  month  the  mojl  furious  and 
Ibid,  jirange  pains. — And  we  have  a  Pope's  Bull 
to  aflure  us,  that  Catharine  of  Sienna  was 
often  fo  carried  beyond  herfelf,    that  when 

Voi^'i     pnck'd,  or  beaten,  fhe  had  not  the  leafl 

p.  2 9 1 .    feeling  of  pain . " 

M.  Magdalen  of  Pazzi  (a  Canonized 
Saint)  carries  this  point  fo  far,  that  "  fhe 
defires  and  entreats  her  Saviour  to  grant 
her  fuch  a  fufFering  as  is  pure  gall,  the 
bottom  of  the  cup  mixed  with  wormwood, 
myrrh  and  vinegar,  which  he  drank  on 
the  Crofs,    without  the   leafl    confolation 

either 
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either  from  Heaven  or  earth. — And  flie  re- 
peated often,  *  I  am  not  forward   and  in 
hafte  to  go  to  Paradife  j  for  that  is  not  a 
place   of  fuffering,  but  delight.     This,  in  ^^^^^^^ 
my  opinion,  is  what  is  wafiting  in  the  State  chap.  56. 
of  the  BleJJed:  67. 

With  refpedl  to  all  this  patient  endtiri??gy 
or  rather  love  of  hardfliips,  dangers,  pain, 
&c. — it  hath  been  remarked  by  learned 
Authors^  that  fome  perfons  from  conjlitii- 
tional  temper  and  complexion  have  even 
been  fond  of  bearing  the  worft  that  could 
befall  them ;  could  not  be  eafy  and  con- 
tented without  them  :  —  that  others  from 
?i  Jlurdy  humour  and  pertinacious  refolution, 
egg'd  on  by  the  force  of  education,  emu- 
lation, a  point  of  honour  or  obftinate  pride, 
have  brought  themfelves  to  make  light 
of  the  moft  exquifite  fuiferings  and  tor- 
tures ;  fcarce  feeming  to  feel  them,  and 
even  laughing  at  them  : — That  when  En~ 
thiifafm  comes  in,  in  aid  of  this  natural  or 
acquired  fturdinefs;  and  Men  fancy  they 
are  upon  God's  work,  and  entitled  to  his 
rewards  -j  they  are  immediately  all  on  fire 
for  rufhing  into  fuiferings  and  pain ;  and 
Jorrow  is  turned  into  joy  before  them.  The 
folid  and  juft  comforts,  which  a  true  Mar- 
tyr receives  from  above  are  groundlefly 
applied  to  the  Count erjeit. 

And,  at  beft,  whatever  degree  of  merit 
our  Methodijls  may   claim   on  this  fcore  _; 


a!] 
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all   is    but  an    humble   imitation    of  the 
moft  Fanatical  Deceivers  in  the  moft  cor- 
rupt Communion  in  the  Chrijiian  world. 

It  may  morever  be  obferved,  that 
both  antient  and  modern  Enthufiajls  al- 
ways take  care  to  fecure  fome  advantage 
by  their  Sufferings;  and  thereby  prove 
their  Love  of  God  not  fo  very  dijinterefied. 
For  they  brag  of  receiving  larger  favourSy 
and  freer  Communications  with  God  under 
their  preffures,  or  have  fuller  Manife/la- 
tions  of  his  goodnefs  immediately  after. 
And  efpecially  their  chief  Security  lies  in  a 
pretended  arrival,  or  approach  to  a  State 
oi  PerfeBion,  and  to  an  Ajjurance  of  Sal- 
'oation.  And  who  then  fhall  be  afraid  ? 
A  man  need  not  much  fcruple  throwing 
out  fome  expreflions  of  a  readinefs  to  un- 
dergo pains  equal  to  Hell^  or  Hell  itfelf ; 
who  is  afj'uredj  knows  and  Jeels  that  he  is 
going  into  PerfeSlion^  and  may  depend 
upon  Salvation. 

§.  17.  But  previous  to  this  elevated 
State,  (that  we  may  not  wander  too  far 
from  the  Sainfs  progrefs)  comes  their  Con-- 
verfion-,  which,  as  another  inftance  of  F^a- 
natical  peculiarities^  they  reprefent  2.^fudden 
and  injlantaneous  j  and  prepare  their  Fol- 
lowers to  exped  it. 

And 
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And  though  I  do  by  no  Means  d^ny  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  may^  or  fometimes  doth,  by 
feme  extraordinary  Ac^  of  Grace,  throw 
fuch  a  light  and  influence  on  the  Mind  of 
Man,  as  fuddenly  to  arreft  him,  as  it  were, 
in  the  midfl:  of  a  witked  and  unbeHeving 
courfe :  Yet  furely  this  is  not  to  be  ex- 
peded  of  courfe ;  the  ordinary  Method  of 
Heaven  being  that  of  drawing  us  h^ gradual 
Means,  good  Education  and  Inftrucftion ; 
improvements  by  Learning,  Reading  and 
Studying  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  which  di^ 
red:,  in  an  honeft  and  good  Heart,  to 
*  grow  in  Grace,  and  build  up  ourfeves  in 
our  holy  Faith ;  and  not  prefume  that  we 
fhall  flart  up  perfeB  Men  at  once." 

Thus  '■'■Faith,  and  being  born  of  God,^^^ty, 
are  faid   to   be  an  Inflantaneous  work,    at  1  ^°^^"' 
once,  and  in  a  moment,  as  lightning,    yujii"  39. 
jication,  the  fame  as  Regeneration^  and  hav^ 
ing  a  living  faith, i-^-'-xhxs  always  in  a  moment.  lb.  p.  39. 
— My  being  born  of  God  was  an  Infanta- 
neous  ad:,  enabling  me  from  that  moment  to 
be  more  than  Conqueror  over  thofe  Corrup-3  joum. 
tions,  which  before  I  was  always  a  flave  to.P-  »6. 
—Very   many  Perfons  chang'd  in  a  mo-  t 

ment, — always  fuddenly,  as  far  as  J  haveib.  p.  49^ 
known. — 

By  the  Words,    being  Javed  by   Faith,  ittA^^X. 
we  mean,  that  in  the  moment  a  Man  re-rP-  ^3- 
peiv^s  that  Faith,  he  is  fav'd  from  doubt, 
iv  Cj  fear, 
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fear,    forrow,    from  all   his  Sins,    vicious 
Delires,  &c.'' 

And  how  ftands  the  cafe  of  Fopijh  En- 

Ribaden.  thujiofis  as  to  this  Article?     "  Atter  St. 

p  79=-     ^erefa  had  long  tried  to  be  Holy  to  no  pur- 

pofe,  the  Lord  of  hearts  did  it  all  iji  a  mo^ 

ment  j  and  (he  was  from  that  time  effedu- 

ally  chang'd.- — 

St.  Ignatius^  by  a  jiidden  light  receives 
Faith,  and  the  complete  PerfeSfion  of  Di- 
vine Sandtity  : — fo  that  he  rifeth  up  a  Jiew 
Oriand.    Mn7i — -2^  perfect  Man  in  Chriji. — The  fame 
J^.'"^  J^-   Saint ^  by  a  vifit  from  the  Virgin  Mary  and 
cap.  Z2.    y^fi*^  Chriji,  has  all  Images  of  obfcenity 
Baiingh.    wiped  ffom  his  Heart,  and  from  that  infant 
Ribaden    ^^^^^  no  more  any  fenfe  of  Liift. — Another 
p  39'.     of  their  Converts  is  infiantly  deliver'd  from 
Concupifcerice  by  putting  on  St.  Anthony  ?> 
•    Garment. — St.  Conrade^  a  Dominican,  after 
havino;  cruelly  difciplin'd  himfelf  to  extin- 
'  guiih  his  irregular  Emotions,  by  the  Virgin 
Mary's  coming,  and  anointing  his  Reins, 
never  more  felt  the  'Thorn  in  the  Fleflj. — 
Baiingh.   Thorn.  Aquinas  had  a  'vijion  of  Angels  bind- 
Nox.  I.    j^g  j^jg  Loin-s,  and  thence  forward  had  not 
grev.       the  leaft  feeling  of  Concopifcence.— And  I 
T^pm..   :  could  produce  feven  or  eight  of  his  Holi^ 
■^'  ''*    nefsh  Saints,  who  were  cur'd  of  the  fame 
defire  by  'uifons  of  Angels  appearing,  and 
caftrating  them  with  proper  Inftruments,'* 

It 
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It  muft  indeed  be?  confefs'd,  that  mod  of 
the  above-mention'd  Inflantaneom  Conver- 
Jlons  were  from  carnal  Ccnciipifce?ice.  But 
unfortunately,  no  fuch  violent  Meafures 
have  been  taken  with  fome  of  our  eminent 
Methodijlsy  and  their  behaviour  has  been 
fuch,  as  to  hinder  the  Comparifon  from 
tallying  in  this  particular. 

§.  1 8.  AfiQV  thtCeJud Jen  Converjiomufii- 
ally  they  receive  their  Ajjurances  of  Saha-- 
tion  y — and  thefe  (as  alfo  the  proofs  of  their 
Cojiverfion)  are  certainly  known^  heard^  feen 
or  felty  they  can  afcertain  the  particular 
ti?ne  and  place  of  their  receiving  them ;  as 
fo  many  Seals  of  the  Spirit. 

"  All  this  while  I  was  ajfur'd  God  had  w^i^f- 

foreiven  me. — It   is  a  dreadful  miftake  to^v"'^"* 

-,  p*    /• 

deny   the   Dodrine   of  ./Ifjiirances  :  —  all 
ought  to  labour  after  it.- — I  know  numbers, 
whofe  Salvation  is  written  upon  their  hearts, 
as  it  were  with  a  Stin-bea?n. — Prayer  for 
Afjurance  of  eternal  Salvation. — Oh  !    (fays  J''-  P-  '^^» 
another)  I  cannot  be  freed  from  doubting, 
till  I  have  more   Infallible  Ajjurances  :  —  ^£?^^'°' 
till  I  hear  Chrijl  fpeaking  to  me,  io  that  I  Anfwer 
may  be  fenfible  in  that  i^^ry  hour^  that  it  is  ^o 'he  b.  of 
he  that  fpeaketh."  ^-  P"  '■ 

Then  for  Mr.  IFefley,  **  I  felt  Faith  in^^"^'"'- 
Chrijl,    and  an  Afurance  was   given   me, 
that  he  had  taken  away  fny  Sins,  even  ?m?2e» 
— Tlie  ufual  method  of  the  Spirit  is  to  give 
G  2  at 
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at  one  and  the  fame  time  the  forgivenefs  of 
Sins,  and  iht  full  AJJuratjce  of  that  forgive- 

2  Journ.  "^^^  •  y^^  thefe  not  always  given  together, 
p.  60.      — In  that  moment  (fays  a  Moravian)  T  be- 
held the  Lamb  of  God  taking  away  my  Sins. 

lb.  p.  66.  And  from  that  time  I  have  had  Redemption^ 

Seep.  71, ^j^^^   full  AJJiirance  of  it,  —  admitting  no 

doubt ^   or  fear.  —  My  Sijier  received  the 

3  Journ.   Atonement  on   St.  Peter  s   Day. — At  that 
^'  ^^'      hour  one  who  had  long  continued  in  Sin, 

from  a  defpair  of  finding  mercy,  receiv'd  a 
full^  clear  fenfe  of  his  pardoning  love,  and 
lb.  p.  42.  power  to  fin  no  more.  One  Perfon  could 
Seward's  "either  eat,  nor  fleep,  nor  read,  till  Chrijl 
Journ.p.9.had  affured  him  of  his  Salvation. 
Bonaven-  By  Way  of  Parallel  to  thefe  Prefumptu- 
tur.  Vit.  Qn^  imaginations^  we  read,  that  St.  Francisy 
cap.  3.  &  bewailing  his  Sins  in  the  bitternefs  of  his 
Conform,  heart,  was  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  fully  certified 
xAh^^*    ^^  ^^  Plenary  remifjion  of  all  his  Sins.  — 

And  once  defiring  a  Barber  to  flmve  him 

gratis y  for  the  love  of  God^  the  Barber  re- 
Conform,  fus'd,  till  the  Saiiit  had  given  him  full  af 
foi.  238.  Jlirance  of  Salvation. — Another  holy  man  felt 

himfelf  fo  vehemently  mov'd  and  illumi- 

Maiini  Selnated,  that  many  fecrets  of  God  were  rc- 

]^       veal'd  to  him,  and  he  was  certified  of  his 
P*  5 '  7*  •  •  1 

forgivenefs  and  Salvation. — A  Jefutty   who 

had  much  co?nfnerce  with  God  and  the  Saints^ 

was  afur'd  of  his  Salvation  before  the  hnage 

of  the  Virgin  Mary,  by  an  interior  voice  \ 

Sliing   him   Wich  fo  tnuch  joy,    that  h"e 

'    '■  could 
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could  fcarce  contain  himfelf.     And  another  ^'"nc- 
had  all  poffible  Security  of  it."  fuk^pag. 

•  /•  i88,  417, 

§.  19.  No  marvel  then,  if  the  Prefump^ 
tion  rifeth  ftill  higher  into  a  fancy  of  Prr- 
feBion,  an  unjinning  State  and  unfpotted -, 
while  other  wretched  mortals  lye  grove- 
ling in  the  mire  of  Vice,  or  at  leaft  in  an 
imperfeB  way.  To  fuch  a  high  -  flown 
pitch  may  a  frantic  Imagination  be  carried. 

This  conceited  notion  feems,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  have  crept  into  Methvdifm  from 
the.  Moravian  ^^Ci;  one  of  whom  tells  Mr. 
JVcJley\  "  I  received  that  nvit7iefs  of  the  Spi-  2  Joum. 
r/V,  that  full  ajjurance  of  Faith^  which  is  a  P'  ''■^' 
deliverance  from  every  flefhly  defire,  and 
from  every  outward  and  inward  Sin." 
Other  ikf(?r^w^^n  tell  him,  "  The  moment 
a  man  is  jujlified  he  is  a  7iew  Creature  ;  yet 
ftill  remains  the  old  heart ,  corrupt  and  abo- 
minable.—Is  there  then  (fays  IFeJIey)  cor- 
ruption in  your  heart  ?  Yes,  there  is  corrup- 
tion in  my  old  man,  but  not  in  my  new 
man. — This  fort  of  corruption  they  affirm 
to  be  the  Experience  of  the  Moravian 
Church.  But  Mr.  TVefey's  People  declare 
their  Experiences  to  the  contrary  (viz.) 
that  Corruptions  are  take?!  a%vay  j  —  Mr. 
Wefley  urgeth,  *  was  there  then  inward 
Corruption  in  our  Lord?  or,  cannot  the 
Servant  be  as  his  Mafter  ?  "  — It  mufl  be 
own'd,   that  IMr.  Wefley  contends  againft 

the 
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the  Moravians  {ov  the  ufe  oi  external  means^ 
for  Prayer,  Sacraments,  reading  the  Scrip-^ 
titre,  &c.  And  for  this  reafon  he  fays, 
"  I  met  with  a  farprizing  inftance  of  the 
Tower  of  the  Devil  -,  Mrs.  y — s  on  a  fud- 
den  threw  away  the  Bible,  faying  j  I  am 
good  enough.  I  will  never  read,  or  pray 
more. — I  don't  defire  to  be  any  better  than 
I  am. — I  am  fav'd. — I  ail  nothing ;  fhe 
fpoke  many  things  to  the  fame  efFedt, 
plainly  fhewing  .that  the  Spirit  cf  Pride 
and  of  Lies  had  full  Dominion  over 
her." 

I  fhall  make  a  few  JiriSiures  upon  this 
Article.  By  that  fubtle  diJlinBion  of  the 
Moravians  we  may  be  drawn  into  a  conceit, 
that  any  Perfon  may  indeed  Sin,  and  be 
obnoxious  to  Divine  wrath,  when  he  con- 
fiders  only  the  old  7nan  in  him ;  but  by 
pleading  that  his  7ieiv  man  is  imiocent  and 
guiltlefs,  he  is  in  no  danger.  Jufl  as  if  one 
among:  ourfelves  fhould  allow  himielf  to 
/wear,  or  drifik,  as  he  is  a  Gentleman ;  but 
not  as  he  is  a  Clergyman. 

In  the  difpute  whether  or  no  Corruptions 
are  taken  away,  ILxperiences  aie  produc'd 
on  both  fides  of  the  Quellion  :  we  have 
Experiences  againfl  Experiences ;  thofe  of 
the  Moravians  againfl:  thofe  of  the  Wcjleyans* 
Which  tallies  exad:ly  v/ith  the  Revelation 
and  Miracles  ailedi^^'d  by  both  Parties  among 
the   Papijls,    in   their   grand   Controverfy 

between 
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between  the  Domifuca?is  and  FrancifcanSy 
concerning  the  Immaculate  Conception  of  the 
Virgin  Mary. 

Again  ;  the  Moravians  have  no  regard  to 
outward  JVorks,  Prayer,  Sacrament,  (^c. 
but  yet  are  zealous  for  fome  remainders  of 
Corruption  neceflarily  fticking  to  us.  The 
Wejleyans  contend  flrongly  for  outward 
Works  J  but  at  the  fame  time  are  eagerly 
maintaining  the  poflibility  of  an  unfinnijig 
Ferfedlion,  A  rare  choice,  take  which  you 
pleafe. 

Mr.  PFeJlefs  Text  of  Scripture  brought 
in  proof  of  fuch  a  perfecfl  ftate  (cannot  the 
Servant  be  as  his  Mafler  ?  )  is  evidently 
mifapplied.  For  it  relates  only  to  outward 
Sufferings^  which  our  Lord's  Difciples  were 
to  undergo  as  well  as  himfelf-,  but  has  no 
relation  X(^  freedom  from  iniiuard  Corruption, 
to  a  JinJefs  FerfeBion  ;  which  belongs  to 
Chrift  alone.  But  on  this  head  I  refer  the 
Reader  to  Mr.  Church'^  Remarks  on  JVefley's 
Journal,  page  30 — and  60. — Efpecialiy  to 
Farther  Remarks,  page  1 14. — 

But  not  to  forget  our  Parallel.    'Tis  faid '^^ev.  Fr. 
in  the  Popijh  Liturgies  of  St.  Francis  (andoj^^^^j^ 
indeed   of  feveral    others  )    *  This    man  fol.  89,  & 
tranfgrefled    not  one   jot  or  tittle    of  the  ^°^' 
Go/pel',    that  Adafn  did  not   Sin   in  him', 
he  being  fo  perfcB.     And  this  purity  of 
his  is  given  as  a  reafon  why  he  fometimes 
appears   in   public    flark   nakedy    without 

being 
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^    ,       beirtg  afiamed'y  for  had  he  been  polluted^ 

foi.  274.  be  mull  have  had  fome  feiife  of  Jhame. — 
His  twelve  Apo/iles  too  (whom  he  chofe 
in  imitation  of  Chriji)  tranfgrefTed   not   a 

Trithem.  ^^^^^^  °f  ^'^^  Gojpel.     Nor  did  Adam  fin  in 

i  1564.  $t.  Boftaventure.'' 

"  The  FratriccUi^  or  little  Brothers,  a 
branch  of  the  Franclfcam,  ftiffly  main- 
tained the  Dodtrine  of  Ferfediion  j  affert^ 
ing,  that  a  man  may  in  this  life  attain  to 
fo  great  perfection,  as  to  live  without  Sin  ; 
—  and  then  he  is  above  Ordinances  in 
Church  and  State."  See  Stilling  fleet  of 
Idolatry,     Page  255. — - 

Almofl  all  the  Saints  and  Founders  of 
their  Societies  and  Orders  gained  the  Sum^ 
mit  of  Evangelical  FerfeBion  :  as  a  foun- 
dation for  merit,  and  adoration.  Nor  do 
I  fee  but  that  their  modern  Imitators  may 
one  day  or  other  be  advanced  to  thele 
infolent  claims. 

§.  20.  And  where  wHl  thefe  bold  En- 
fhfiafis  ftop  \  For  v/e  find  them  next 
.  foaring  above  the  earth,  taking  a  flight  to 
Heaven,  and  ilealing  thence  the  facred 
light  arjfre  ;  in  order  to  compafs  effedlu- 
aily  their,  ov^n,  and  other's  dclufion.  No- 
thing lefs  than  Infpirations,  Revelations , 
Illuminations,  and  ail  the  extraordinary  and 
immediate  anions  of  all  the  Perfons  in 
the  Sacred  Trinity  will   ferve  their  turn. 

So 
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So  that  now  every  flciPj  of  zeal  and  devo- 
tion J  every  wild  pretenjion^  fchemey  tenet , 
{ijid  over-hearing  diBate ;  impulfes^  im- 
preJJionSy  feelings^  impetuous  T^ranjports  and 
Raptures ;  intoxicating  vapours  and  fumes 
of  Imagination  ;  Phantoms  of  a  crazy  brain ^ 
and  uncouth  effeBs  of  a  difle?nper  d  inind^ 
or  body  ;  their  fleeping,  or  waking  dreams ; 
their  aBions  and  paJ/ionSy  Sec- — all  are  af- 
cribed  with  an  amazing  Prejumption  to 
the  extraordinary  interpofition  of  Hea'^ieny 
fetting  its  Seal  to  their  Miffion.  In  (hort, 
whatever  they  think,  l^iy,  or  do,  is  from 
God'y  and  whatever  oppofeth,  and  ftands 
in  their  way,  is  from  the  Devil. 

Here  we  have  the  true  Spirit,  and 
very  Ejjence  of  Rnthufafm^  that  unground- 
ed pretence  to  Injpiration  j  which  of  courfe 
makes  men  peremptory  and  pertinacious, 
fets  them  above  carnal  reafonifigs,  and  all 
convi<ftion  of  plain  Scripture-,  and  obligeth 
them  upon  their  own  Principles  to  af- 
fume  an  Infallibility.  This  is  what  the 
whole  Tribe  of  Fanatics  have  caught  hold 
of,  as  the  moft  fpecious  Engine  to  delude 
the  credulous,  fimple  and  unwary,  and 
what  is  neceflary  for  carrying  on  their  En- 
terprizes  in  the  moft  dextrous  and  fure 
manner.  For  though  Enthufiafm  may 
fometimes,  or  ufiially,  fet  out  with  an  in- 
nocent and  well-meaning  heart ;  yet  fuch 
a  fimplicity  is  of  no  long  continuance  : 
H  ProjeBs 
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ProjeBs  increafe,  and  oppofition  arifeth  ; 
and  then  It  quickly  takes  to  its  affiftance 
the  feveral  artifices  of  management  and 
craft, 

PRESENCES,     &c. 

§.  21.  The  fpecial  and  extraordinary 
Prefences  of  God  fo  much  boafted  of  by 
the  Methodijls,  efpeclally  Mr.  Whitefield, 
are  almoft  without  number  :  So  that  'tis 
needlefs  to  mention  particulars.  Such  as, 
"  The  Prejence  of  the  Lord  was  with  me 
wonderfully  : — I  felt  more  than  common 
of  the  Divine  Prejence  :  —  Felt  an  efpecial 
Prefence  of  God  in  my  private  bufinefs,  " 
&c. 

But  they  fometimes  give  us  fuch  grofs 
accounts,  and  fuch  ftrong    expreffions,  as 
if  God  were  perfonally  attending  upon  them 
in  a  vifible  and  corporal  manner. 
Letters.         "  God   was  indeed  there,  riding  in  the 
Congregation,  and  breathing  life  and  cou- 
rage into  his  Lambs. — ffus  has  been  with 
me  much  to-day  ; — at  another  time  he  was 
with  me  on  the  road:  —  but  Oh!  how  was 
he   with    me    at   Abergavenny  f  —  I    en- 
treated him  to  7neet  again,  and  htcame'' 
Orlandin.       jj^  jji^g  manner,  "  Brother  Ledefma  (a 
fuit.  plrt  y^P^^^  ^'^^  ^^^  mind  flrongly  confirmed  by 
3-  p.  15.  frequent  experiences  of  God's  indulgences. 

God 
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God    was    with    him   at  Colog??^    then  at 
Aujbiu'ghy  then  at  Brujj'eh^  next  at  Rome,** 

More  groily  ftill.     "  In  the  morning, 
fays   Mr.  JVkitefield,  I  talked  with  God  in 
the    garde?!,    as   a   man    talketh   with    his 
friend.''     And  would  you  have  the  Coun- 
terpart of  this?     "  St.   Patric  abfolutely Meffing- 
refufed  to  go  forth  to  preach,    till  the  Lord^^'^-'"'-^' 
met   liim   face   to  face  3  —  and   the  Lord 
did  fo. — Chrijl  fpoke  to  the  beloved  faceBrcv.  Mo- 
of  St.    Gerti'ude,    as   a  man    is    wont  to^^^'  ^^^* 
fpeak  to  his  friend.  —  St.  Ignatius  ad:ually 
faw  yefus  walking  before  him. — And  G<?^lmag. 
often  talked   with  him  face  to  face,  as  a''"''^*^' 
man  fpcakcth  unto  his  friend." 

See  again  how  Gi?^ attends  them  in  their 
Sermons.     "  The  Lord  gave  me  the  Text 
I  preached  upon; — and  directed  me  to  a    t^ 
method,  as  I  was  going  up  the  Pidpit-Jiairs.'"^.  66. 
So   fays   Whitefield  of  himfelf.      And   we 
have  as  good  Authority,  that  "  the  Virgin 
Mary  came  and  held  the  Book  for  a  Domi- 
fiican  while  he  read  his  Sermon ;  and  that 
llie  fiiggejled  every  word  to  another,  as  he  Balingh. 
was   preaching  an   Extempore  Sermon. — A^"g'4* 
certain    fefidt,    who   had    enjoyed    Go^/'j Franc. 
Prefence  continually,  fees  Chr'ijl  in  the  Pul-^^^'^-  i^" 
pit  lifting  up  his  hands,  and  blefjing  him**    230. 

Then  for  the  Divine  Prefence  at  their 

Lovefeajls :    "  The  Lord  came,    brought 

us  into   his  Ba77qiu'ti7ig-houfe,  and  fet  his 

Ban?2er  over  us,  that  the  Enemy  could  not 

H  2  come 
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come  nigh  us."     And  in  an  account  the 
mojl  grofs,    *  at  a  general  Love-feaji   our 
Dear  Mafler  being  invited^  came^  and  fat 
at  the  head  of  the  Table  ^  and  bid  tne  give 

^^"*"-  his  people  to  eat:'  Would  one  think  fuch 
Stuff  could  be  paralleled?  But,  among 
the  Papijlsy  Bzovius  alTures  us,  that  Jfus 
being   invited  comes  and    eats  with  lome 

An.  1246,  Children,  and   invites  them  again  to  his 

cap.  3-  Heavenly  Table : — And  the  Author  of  the 
Life  of  St.  Veronica,  a  modern  Enthufiaflic 
Saint  (publifhed  by  Dr.  Geddes)  fays,  that 
Veronica  at  a  Banquet  Jaw  our  Saviour  feat 
himfelf  at    the    head    of  the    Table  in  a 

Pag.  56.   chair:' 

Nor  is  one  egg  more  like  another  than 
this  Tarallel',  except  that  the  Methodijl 
exprelTeth  the  thing  more  flrongly  and 
circumftantially. 

And  feeing  I  am  upon  the  Subjed:  of 
God's  Trefence ;  one  thing  more  may  be 
added,  tending  to  encourage  the  notion  of 
the  real  corporal  T^refence  in  the  Sacrifice  of 

3  Journ-    the   Alafs.      "    A   Methodift,     fays   Mr. 

P*  *  '  ^'TVefleyy  went  to  receive  the  Sacrament^  but 
with  a  heart  as  hard  as  a  ftone  ; — when 
God  was  pleafed  to  let  him  fee  a  Crucified 
Saviour:  —  \ faw  the  fountain  opened  in 
his  fide.  —  At    the   early   Sacraments,  — 

Furth.      how  often  have  We  feen  Jejus  Chrijl  cru- 

•o^Vz^'   (^^fi'^dy  and  evidently  fet  forth  before  us  ? 

And 
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And  why  is  not  this  as  good  an  Argu- 
ment for  Trajifabfuintiation  as   the    feveral 
ftfiiy  appearances  produced  by  the  PapiftSy 
by    Bcllarmin^    and    others  ?    Or,    as    the  Dc  Sa- 
reafon   ot   inilituting  the  Fcafis,   of  Corpus^^*^-"^^- 
Cbrijli  (the  Bock  of  Chriji)  by  Pope  C/r-n^'j^' 
ba7i   IV.   Becaiife   he   was   aiTured   it  hadcap.  8. 

been  revealed  to  certain  Catholics  f    Which  Jt^li"* 
1  r         •     1    yr>  ■         Urban, 

was   only   to    two  janatical  V/omen   in  aConftit.  i. 

Vilion.  —  Or  what   more  is  there   in  the 
account  that  '  St.  Terefa  often  faw  Chriji Rihiden. 
in    the   Sacrament?  —  Or  that,    while  St. P; 797- 
Hi/go   was   celebrating    Mafs,    the  Sacred  gcnd. 
Hofi  being   elevated    appeared   plainly    in^ng'- 
the  form  of  O^r//^.^'  ^•'^^' 

One  can  hardly  indeed  believe,  that 
our  Methodijls  in  thefe  grofs  expreffions 
intend  to  be  underftood  in  a  Literal  Senfe  : 
But  we  know  not  what  efFed:  they 
may  have  upon  weak,  credulous,  and  fu- 
perftitious  minds  ;  efpecially  when  improv- 
ed by  future  Comments^  or  the  help  of 
Tradition.  'Tis  certain  that  diverfe  Rhe- 
torical jiourijl:)es  of  this  fort,  and  other  little 
Super flitio7is^  have  gradually  fwelled  into 
the  moft  falfe  and  abfurd  DoBrines^  as 
well  as  into  ratik  Idolatry,  and  the  world 
is  covered  with  a  deluge  oi  monftrous  Le- 
gendary  tales,  which  were  derived  from  as 
fmall  a  fountain. 

§.  22. 
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§.  22.  Clofely  conned:ed  with  Vrefences 
are  thofe  familiar  Communications  and  Con" 
verfations  with  the  Deity ;  full  of  the  moft 
fweet,  tender,  amorous  Sentiments  and  ex- 
preffions. 
1  journ.  "  Oh !  what  fweet  Communion,  fays 
Mr.  Whitefield^  had  I  daily  vouchfafed 
from  God  ?  —  I  cannot  tell  how  tenderly 
I  am  carried  by  our  Dear  Saviour  from 
Letters,  day  to  day  :  — I  lean  on  Jefas's  bofofu  from 
morning  to  night  j  yea,  all  the  day  long. — 
I  fweetly  leaned  on  my  Saviour's  bofom, 
and  fucked  out  of  the  breafts  of  his  Cojfo- 
lation.*'  And  how  wonderfully  Poetical 
and  moving  is  that  Divine  imitation  of  fome 
earthly  rapturous  Lover?  "  Early  in  the 
morning,  at  noon-day,  evening,  and  mid- 
night, nay  all  the  day  long  did  the  Bleffed 
Saviour  vifit  and  refrefb  my  heart.  Could 
the  trees  of  a  certain  wood  near  Stonehoufe 
fpeak,  they  would  tell  what  fweet  Ccmmu- 
^f"^^'  nion  I  and  fome  more  Dear  Souls  enjoyed 
p.  15.       with  xh^ever  Bkfj'ed  God  there. 

For  thefe  five  days,  fays  Mr.  Seward,  I 
Journ.  bave  kept  my  bed,  had  every  day  fweet 
io,i*2;2'o.  Communion  with  my  Dear  Lord  fefiiSy 
who  filled  me  with  his  fulnefs. — Went 
to  reft  in  the  arms  of  my  Lord  Jefus,  — 
of  my  fweet  Saviour,  —  in  his  bofom.— 
Went  to  reft  full  of  a  Senfe  of  my  own 

nothingnefsy 
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7Wthi?7gnefs,  and  fighing  for  the  prefence  oi^^z^l^- 
my  Dear  Lord  ycfus'* 

This  bids  fair  for  coming  up  in  due  time 
to  his  Rival  Saints.     For  Chriji  appeared 
to  St.  Francis  and  his  Brethren ;  and  giv-  p    . 
ing   them    his   Blc[]ing  they    felt    fuch   afoi.  ?.. 
fweetnefs   as    quite   raviJI^ed  them.  —  He 
was   indeed  often  vifited,  and  recreated  by 
our  Lord  with  ineffable  fweetnefs ;  —  had 
many    fuch    Vifitations^    lllujlrations,    and 
CheriJJ:ings. — St.  Ignatius  receiving  a  wy// Ribaden. 
from   the  Father  and  the  ^on^ — The  F^-P'^''^— 4- 
ther  turning  to  the  S>on  recommends  to  his 
favour  Ignatius  and  his  Brethren  j   which 
the   Son  promifeth  looking  fweetly  and  <^-Earto].vi. 
miably  upon  Ignatius.  ta  Ignat. 

St.  Felix,    a   Francijcan^    burned    with 
fuch  an  exceffive  love  towards  the  Virgin 
Mary  and  JefuSy  that  not  able  to  bear  it, 
he   requefted  her   to  come  to  him,    and 
bring  her  Son.     She  did  fo  :   and  it  cannot 
be  expreffed    what   a   power  of  Heave fjly 
Confolations  he  felt. — St.  Anthony  had  often  Ralingh.  - 
fa?niliar  Converfations  'with  God,  —  recre-  ^  ^^  ^  ■ 
ating  him  with  extraordinary  comforts,  and 
Divijie  Vifitations. — The  little  Jefus  would 
come  fometimes   and   fit   upon   his   Book, 
fometimes  be  under  his  arms  j  whom  the  Rjbaden. 
holy    man  embraced    with  wonderful  De-p  39i» 
votion."  ^94- 

**  The  fefuit    Berman   for   a   relief  in  Ralingh. 
all  his    complaints    takes   refuge    in    the^"2'i3» 

breajl 
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breajl  and  bofom  of  the  Virgin  Mary.     For 
fhe  was  fometimes   pleafed  to  come  and 
give  her  Votaries  Suck.     Once  ilie  brought 
her    Son,    and    put   hitn   into   bed  to  St. 
Stanijlaiis^    which  cured    him  of  his   ill- 
nefs  J    comforting  and  recreating  her  Cli- 
Idem.      cnt,  and  refrefhing  him  wi^i  a  very  co-pious 
Aug.  14.  Jiiavity.  —  Nor    was   it    any    uncommon 
thine  for  her  to  brinof  the  beloved  Child  to 
fbme  of  her  precious  Saints^  to  be  dandled, 
kifj'ed  and  embraced  in  bed,    which  quite 
overcame  them    with  joy  :    as  it   did  St. 
Lucia^  who  had  him  with  her  for  three 
nights   together."      See   Breviiifs   Satnuel 
and  Saul,  Page  396.     For  it  was  not  ufual, 
or  fit,   to  deprive  the  Female  Devotees  of 
this  delightful  Communion.     Accordingly 
we  are  allured,  that  "  once  Chrijl  came, 
in  company  with  St.  "Dominic,  to  vifit  T^e- 
refa  :    Ckrijl  foon  withdrew,  and  bad  her 
recreate  lierfelf  with  his  friend  Domicile  ; 
Ribaden.  who  flayed  with   her  two  hours,  took  her 
p.  708-9.  [jy  t};jg  hand,  and  fpoke  many  comfortable 
words    to    her.  —  f^fii^   indeed    was  her 
Spoiife  ',  —  and  Die  had  certain  enjoyments 
of  great  gujh  and  con folat ions, — and  cried 
out  to  him,  ()  my  Lord,  and  my  Spoufe, 
'tis  now  time  for  us  to  fee  one  another ; 
and   fhe  fpoke  to   him   fuch  high,  Jweet, 
Id.  p.  8c2.  and  amorous  things,  &c." 

Such  is  the  language  and  effeci  o£  fpiri- 
tual  love  among  Popijh   Fanatics,    in  the 

very 
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very  words  of  their  applauded  and  Lictvifid 
iVriten-^    enough    to    give   one  a  furfeit, 
and  a  thorough  diftafte  of  their  Methodif-  ■ 
tical  imitators. 

§  23.  I  cannot  here  forbear  tranfcribing 
that  Seraphic  Rhapfody  of  Divine  Love^^^'  '9- 
from  Mr.  }F(Jley\  Third  Journal ^  (though 
I  am  not  certain  whether  he  is  defcribing 
Iiis  own  cafe,  or  that  of  another  Saint) 
wherein  he  fo  pathetically  paints  out  the 
rx-jx-uTTiJc^'/ '  Hqcotc;^  the  Sweet-bitter  of  love  j 
the  alternate  languidiments  and  exultations, 
the  finkings  and  rifings  of  the  animal 
Spirits  3  the  fighings  and  fingings  ;  the 
decent  and  elegant  mixture  of  a  facred 
and  profane  amour ^  attended  with  a  rap- 
ture and  ecjiacy^  and  every  Symptojn,  which 
feizes  the  Adepts  in  this  Palllon,  deeply 
fmitten  and  diflrad:ed  Inamoratos^  either 
fpiritual,  or  fenfual. 

"  The  hove  of  God  was  (lied  abroad  in 
my  heart,  and  a  flame  kindled  there,  with 
pains  fo  violent^  and  yet  fo  very  raviJJjing, 
that  my  body  was  almoll:  torn  afunder. 
I  lov'd.  The  Spirit  cried  ftrong  in  my 
heart.  I  fweated.  I  trembled.  I  fainted. 
I  fung. —  My  Soul  was  got  up  into  the 
Holy  Mount.  I  had  no  thoughts  of  coming 
down  again  into  the  body.  —  Oh !  I 
thought  my  head  was  a  fountain  of  water. 
I  was  dilTolved  in  Love.  My  beloved  is 
I  mine. 
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mine,  and  I  am  his.  He  has  all  charms. 
He  has  raifed  my  heart. — He  is  now  in  the 
Garden,  feeding  among  the  Lillies.  Oh  ! 
I  am  lick  of  Love".  With  more  of  this 
ranting  flame. 

This  defcriptlon  is  fo  ftrongly  exprefTed, 
and  fo  many  particulars  contained  in  clofe 
concife  periods^  as  may  feem  incomparable. 
But  many  of  the  Symptoms  may  be  gather- 
ed from  the  account  of  St.  Catharine  of 
Sienna  under  the  fame  afFed:ions.  "  Her 
burning  Love  for  Chrij}^  her  moft  fweet 
Spctife^  WAS  fo  intenfe,  exceffive,  and  Di- 
vine ; —  that  flic  was  almoft  always  y^c/^, 
languijhing^  faint ^  and  in  a  manner  co7t- 
fiimed  with  pure  love  and  affe£i:ion. — She 
had  fo  great  conflation  in  her  foul,  that 
fhe  vvondered  how  it  could  abide  in  her 
body.  And  the  fire  burning  in  her  breaft 
was  fo  exceeding  great  and  violent,  that 
in  refpedl  of  it  material  fire  feemed  cold  and 
frozen.  Once  this  fire  was  fo  intenfe,  that 
it  took  away  her  life  for  four  hours  j  in 

Ribaden.  which   time  flie  had  a  Vifioji  of  Hea'ven, 

Apr.  3  o.   J^^ii  ^;;^  Purgatory ' ' . 

St.  Terefa's  heart  was  inflamed   with    fo 
great  a  love  of  God^  fo  high  a  fire,    that 
fhe  was  even   burnt  up,  and  ready  to  die 
out   of  defire  of  feeing  him ;    and  after- 
id.  oa.    wards  flie  had  thofe  torrents  and  inunda- 
15-  tions  of  love  with  more  force,  and  greater 

rapts  than   before".     Nay,  the  Authority 

of 
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of  the  Roman  Church  aflures  us,  that  "  her 
Jieart;  burn'd  with  fuch  a  fire   of    Divine 
Love,  that  file  defervedly  had  a  Vifion   of 
an  Angel  piercing  her  bowels  with  a  dart 
tip'd  with  fire  j    and   of  Chrift  taking  her 
by  the  hand,    and   making  her  his  Spoufe ; 
-^and  (lie  d'lcd  not  fo  much  by  the  force 
of  any  diftemper,  as  the  intolerable  burning    B;ev. 
of  Divine  Love".—   "  ^i.  Gertrude  andf""""-^^- 
Chi'ijl  were  mutually  fmitten   with   the  ar- 
rows of  Love,  — and  (he  died  of  this  ^wo-^rev  Mo- 

r     ,,  naft.  May 

rom  fire   .  27. 

"  'Tis  true  indeed,  as  the  Legendaries 
own,  that  St.  Catharine  was  Jlandered  as  a 
fond  and  light  woman  \  and  Terefa  kept  ^i^^'^^"- 
fuch  bad  company,  that  moft  perfons  con- 
cluded that  Celejiidl  vifions  were  not  com- 
patible with  her  kind  of  life.  —  But  all 
may  be  reconciled.  For  thefe  exceffcs  of 
Xhtfpiritual  and  carnal  affediions  are  nearer 
allied  than  is  generally  thought  j  arifing 
from  the  fame  irregular  emotions  of  the 
blood  and  animal  Spirits.  And  the  Pa- 
tient is  hurried  on  either  way  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  Obj'B,  And  I  am  much 
miftaken,  and  (o  is  Hiftory  too,  if  fome 
of  the  warmeft  and  moji  Enthufiaftic  Pre- 
tenders to  the  hove  of  God  have  not  enter- 
tained the  fame  violence  of  PaJJicn  (not 
quite  (ofpi ritual)  for  fome  of  their  ?ieigh- 
bours, 

I  2  §24. 
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§  24.  Let  us  proceed  to  that  moft  pre- 
fumptuoiis  claim  to  Lifpiraticn  ;  to  Extra- 
ordinary  RevelationSy  emanations,  direBions, 
powers,  and  affijiances  cf  the  Holy  Ghojl ; 
in  their  l^reachifig  and  DoBrinc,  i?jjpulfes 
ajid  imprejjions.  This  has  always  been 
the  chief  and  moft  effetiiial  deceit,  where- 
by Enthtifiajls  have  impofed  upon  them- 
felves  and  followers.  They  feel  fuch 
failles  of  a  tumultuous  Imagination,  fuch 
ftrong  emotions  within  j  as  eafily  to  per- 
fuade  themfelves  this  can  be  nothins;  lefs 
than  the  workings  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and 
fome  Madmen  have  carried  it  fo  fur,  as  to 
think  they  were  the  ver-^  Holy  Ghoji  them- 
felves. 

Nor  can  it  be  a  difficult  matter  to  fix 
a  perfuafion  of  this  nature  upon  their  eager 
and  credulous  Admirers,  who  have  neither 
judgment  nor  inclination  fo  di/prove  or  exa- 
mine ;  but  are  violently,  though  volunta- 
rily and  fweetly,  carried  away  by  their 
Teacher* s  good  words,  and  fair  fpeeches ; 
by  their  eloquent,  elevated,  affuming  and 
confident  difcourfes^  zealoufly  and  fervent- 
ly poured  out. 

Hence,  no  doubt,  they  talk  fo  confi- 
dently of  "  fome  great,  unufual,  extraor- 
dinary and  wonderful  work,  which  Goc/ is 
now,  even  now,  beginning  to  work  over  all 
ehe    earth,    whereof  thev  are   to    be  the 

Injirii- 
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Inflrwnents^  the  Trumpets  to  proclaim  it  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord", 

Mr.   Whitefictd^    in    particular,    is    ever 
flying  upon   the  wings  of  Infpiration^  and 
talking    fublimely    in   the  Apojiolic    Stylf.  ^  Jocra. 
"  I  experience  frefh  teachings,  and  com-P-  "~- 
munications    from    God's  Ho/y    Spirit j  — 
from   himfelf.  —  I  felt  the   Power  of  God 
come   upon  mc,  and   I    fpoke   with    De- 
monftration  of  the  Spirit. —  I  felt  the  Holy  pag.  ^2. 
Ghofl  come  upon   me   at   that  time.  —  I 
fear  I  fhould   quc?ich  the  Spirit,    did   I  not^  ^°'^^'^' 
go  on  to  fpeak  as  He  gives  me  utterance''. 

The    fame    extraordinary   Infpiration  is 
poured  out,  or  rather  the  Holy  Spirit  dc-  Lettcn. 
fcends  upon  their  Followers,  Societies   and 
Bands.     "  Such  as  had  Public  gifts  were 
fettled  as  Superintendants  over  the  reft. — 
Heard   of   one,    fays  Mr.  Whitefeld,    that 
received  the  Holy  Ghofl   immediately  upon 
my  Preaching.  —  A  moft  remarkable  out-  Jao^^"!"*. 
pouring  of  the  Spirit  has  been  feen  in   this 
Affemlly.  —  ThQ  Power  oj  God  was  in  an  5  J^J'^"- 
tmu/ua I  mdnncr  prefent  at  the  meeting   ofvvtfl.  4.' 
the  Bands. —  God  mightily   confirms   thei^"*""-?- 
words  I  fpeak,  by  the  Holy  Ghofi  given  unto  Wen.  ■?. 
thofe  that  hear  tliem. —  The  Power  of  theJoum.p, 
Lord  cunt  upon  the  Congregation,  and  the'^- 
Holy  Ghojt  overfliadowed  them". 

There  is  fomething  in  the  following 
Rotations.,  which  deferves  particular  no- 
tice.    "  The   Holy  Ghcji  Jecmed  to  come 

into 
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6  journ.    i,^to  the  Congregation  like  a  mighty  mJJjing 
^^'      wind''      Here  he  fpeaks  fomething  dubiouf- 

ly.  But  elfewhere  he  is  more  po/itive  and 
peremptory.  '•  The  Spirit  at  length  came 
down  like  a  mighty  riijhing  wind,  and  car- 

7  Journ.    ried   all  before   it.  —  In  my  Prayer  the 
P3g-  S7-    Power  of  God  came  down,  and  gave  a  great 

jldock. —  Such  an  abiding  iiniverfal  jhock  I 
never  knew  before.  —  In  the  afternoon 
again  the  Jl:!0ck  v^^as  '^jery  great.  —  The 
place  was  almoft  rent  by  the  Power  and 
Letters.     Pre  fence  ofGod'\ 

Some  of  thefe  latter  Expreilions  imply, 
that  the  Holy  Ghoji  defc ended  on  the  Me- 
ihodijis  in  the  fame  manner  as  upon  the 
Apoftles  at  Pentecofi.  Which,  without 
much  better  proof  than  they  have  given  of 
their  hfpiration,  I  will  by  no  means  un- 
dertake to  excufe  from  Blajphemy.  Other 
expreilions  imply  fome  ftrange  tumultuary 
fhaking  of  the  Fabric,  or  elfe  of  the  Preach- 
er and  Hearers,  like  a  violent  Hurricane. 
And  yet  perhaps  after  all  the  JJjock  was 
only  in  the  Preacher's  own  brains, 

'Tis  hard  to  know  what  to  make  of 
thefe  /hocks  and  Jhakings,  if  truly  repre- 
sented by  the  Methodifis.  We  know  how- 
ever, that  fuch  fiocks  and  concuffions  of 
Houfes  have  been  reprefented  by  Heathen 
Authors^  as  indubitable /^wi  of  (ome  fuper- 
natural  Power    and  Prcjence^    either  of  a 

Celefiial 
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Celefiial  or  Infernal  Deity.     At  the   Pre- 
ience  of  PlutOy 

Jam  mihi  cernutitur  trcpidis  Delubra  moveri 
Sedibus,  &"  claram  difpirgcre  culmina  lucem^ 
Advcntiim  teftata  Dei. 

Claud.  Rapt.  Proferpin.  lib.  I.  ver.  7. 

At  the  Prefence^  or  by  the  ejiciency  of 
Bacchus^ 

Te5la  repente  quat'i. 

Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  IV,  ver.  402. 

At   confalting   the  Oracle   of  Apollo  at 
DelpboSj 

Et  locus,  &  LauruSy  &  quas  habet  ilia,  pharetra 

Intremuere  fiimil. 

Ibid.  lib.  XV.  ver.  634. 

In  a  Poetical  reprefentatlon  of  Apollo'^ 
coming  and  Infpiration, 

Olov  0  TB  ''TToKKtcno';  iffn'jAro  J^d^i'iJ^oi  opTs:;; 
Oict  /*  oAoc  TO  fAihct^pov  ; — 

KcLl  j^i)  T»  TO.  96p5Tp*  }tahU  ■to//   $Oj3o?  afa.<7(Tiri. 

Caliimach.  Hymn,  in  Apoll.  ver.  1.— 

Vix  ea  fatus  eram,  tremere  omnia  vifa  repe?ite 

Liminaque  Lattrufque  Dei,  totufque  moveri 

Mom  cirtum. 

Virgil,  i^neid.  Ill*  ver.  90. 

You 


(  64  ) 

You  Tee  houfeSj  temples,  dens,  moun- 
tains—  all    Qiaking,    and   trembling   from 
their  foundation  ;  in  atteftation  of  the  Pre^ 
fence  of  their  Deities. 

After  fuch  accounts   given  by  the  Me^ 
thodijis^  and  efpecially  when  confirmed  by 
Pagans^  it  would  be  fomething  like  a  Mi- 
racle^ \i  Popery  fhould  not  afford  a  Parallel. 
Accordingly  the    Writers   of  St.  Ignatius's 
Life  inform  us,    that  ''  while  the  Saint  was 
at  Prayers^  and  dedicating  himfelf  to   the 
Blejjed  Virgin^    the    ivhole  Houfe   trembled 
with  a  fudden  concuflion  ;  but  mofl  of  all 
Ignatius's  own  Chamber^  the  windows  be- 
Bart.yit.  jj^g  broke,    and  many   chinks  open'd,  — 
]i^A.'     ^"^  ^hat  this  was  generally  believed  to  pro- 
cap.  9.     ceed  from  the  rage  of  the  Devil." — And  in 
j^jjj         another  place  he  relates  a  flory  of  the  fame 
cap.  16.    nature,  and  afcribes  it  to  the  fame  caife. 
Page  518.       Ribadeneiraj  m  the  Lives  of  the  Saints^ 
relates  the  fame  flory  of  Ignatius^  but  with- 
out mentioning  what   might  be  the  caufe. 
But  in  his  Life  of  St.  Anthony  he  tells  us, 
that  "  the  D^w/threatning  to  fall  upon  this 
Saint  with  great  fury,  at  his  voice  all  the 
-  room  was  fiaken^    the  iimlls  open'd^    and 
many  Devils  rufhed  in." 

As  to  Papiflical  preteniions  in  general  to 
Infpirationy    they  are  without  number  or 
end.     There  is  fcarce  any  part  of  their  Re* 
ligious  (i,  e.  Irreligious)  Worfl:ip  and  Doc- 
trine 5 
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trine ;  fcarce  a  Monaftery^  Ntmner)\  Order 
or  Society ;  fcarce  a  petty  faintling  in  their 
Communion^ — that  was  not  taught,  and  In- 
fpired  by  the  Holy  Ghoji. 

"  St.  Francis  was  not  only  Infpir'd  him-^°^^°^'^' 
jelf  in  Trenching,  but  all   the  Rules  of  his 
Order  were  didtated  by  Heaven.     He  was  a 
mofl  wonderful  Preacher,  by  virtue  of  the 
Holy  GhoJi.—kW  heard  the  Voice  of  Chrijl 
in  the  air,    laying,  *  Francis  there  is  no- 
thing of  your  own  in  your  Rule,  but  all  is 
mine:     Si.  Taid  prophejyd  of  it,  and  un-^°^-  "°' 
derftood  his   own    words  as  belonging  to 
this  Ride  of  St.  Francis,  *  Whoever  walketh  ibid. 
according  to  this  Ride,  peace  be  on  them  J —      *  '^^* 

Which  paflage  being  the  very  fame  that 
*  Mr.  Wejley  open'd  upon,  when  heconfult- 
ed  the  Oracle  by  lot,  and  begged  an  anfwera  Joum. 
of  peace,'  may  perhaps  afford  him  no  fmallP-  '+' 
comfort;  as  having  the  fame  honour  with 
St.  Francis,  and  his  Rule  equally  eftablifh- 
ed.     St.  Ignatius  was  carried  on  by  a  ftrong 
In fpi ration,  and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
which  fpoke  through  him.      And  his  Spiri- 
tual Exercifes  had  the  fame  Sanation.    "Pope 
^Paid  III.  "indeed  (fays  Dr.  Geddes)  fpeaks 
modeftly    of  Ignatius   and  his  Companions,  Trads 
Spiritu  SanBo,  ut  creditur,  ajiati,  Infpird,  ^'''-  3- 
as  is  believed,  by  the  Holy  Spirit.     But  Ju- 
lius   III.    leavcS    out,    as   is  believ'd,    and 
roundly   pronounceth    they    were  hifpir^d. 
And   Gregory  XIII.    faith  expielsly,    that 
K  Ignatius 
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Ignatius  was  Infpir'd  in  modelling  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Jejuits."    So  that  it  feems  there 
are  degrees  oi  InJaUibility,  fome  Topes  being 
more  Infallible  than  others. 
De  Rom.       Bellar?mn  affirms,  that  the  Orders  of  Be- 
Pont.  lib.  nediB^  Komualdus^  BrunOy  Dominic ^  Fran- 
3.cap.  1  .^^-^^  were  from  the  Holy  Ghojl. — Pope  Hil- 
debrand  adually  y?/'Z£;  Chrijl  himfelf  fitting 
Brev.  Mo-by  St.  Hugo  in  Chapter^  approving  all  his 
naft.  May  j^j^c^^i-gg   ^\^   ^  ^g}j^    ^^d   fuggefting  the 

Rules  of  the  PrcBmonflratenfians  brought 
from  Heaven  by  St.  Auftin.  It  were  eafy 
to  produce  a  hundred  Inftances.  But  what 
need  we  more,  when  Popes,  and  the  Church 
of  Rome  have  afllir'd  us  of  thefe  ? 

§.  25.  The  claim  of  Extraordinary  Af- 
Jijlance,  and  Power  from  above,   ftands  fo 
much  upon  the  fame  footing,  and  is  fo  fre- 
quent  in    the  Methodijh  Mouths,    that  I 
fliall  mention  but  a  few  Inftances. 

"  I  felt  more  and  more  of  the  Divine 

Affijiance  to  Day,  fays  Mr.  Whitefield :  — 

The  Lord  endowed  me  with  Power  from 

on  high. — In  the  midft  of  my  Difcourfe  the 

Power  of  the  Lord  fefus  came  upon  me. — 

5  journ.    God  enabled  me  to  fpeak  with  fuch  irre- 

p-  23,  lo.fijllhle  Power,  that  the  Oppofers  were  quite 

^^°'        ftruck  dumb,  and  confounded." — And  af- 

3  Journ.   terwards  he  makes  this  infoknt  demand  on 

v-'^^-^H- Heaven. 

Pafl 
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PciH:  Is  thy  word  :  I  here  demand^ 
And  confident  expedl  thy  aid. 

A  confidence  and  Imperioufiiefs  fufiicient  j 
a  Tarallel  to  which  1  do  not  remember 
among  Popijh  Saints. 

§.26.  Upon  fpecial  DireBions^  Mifjions 
and  Calls,  by  immediate  Revelation^  I  fliall 
dwell  a  little  longer. 

"   I  ajj'uredly  felt  —  I  knew  it  was  "Jefus^^^^^- 
Cbrijl  that  reveal' d  himfelf  unto  my  Soul.fea.  3. 
—  I  k?iow,  and  am  afj'urd  that  God  lent^«%'» 
forth  his  light  and  his  truth. — It  was  ^^-p.  3^"* 
veal'd  to  me  that  nothing  griev'd  Satan  fo 
much  as   the  private  Societies. — Our  glo- 
rious  Soul-brother  had  it  reveafd  to  him 
thefe  two  years,    that  fome  fuch  as  him 
would  be  fent  into  thefe  parts."  Letters. 

More  particularly  as  to  Mijjions  and  Calls, 

"  Blcfi'ed   be  God,  fays  Mr.  Whitefield, 
he  fliews   we  are  Teacliers  fent  by  him. 
For  [modeftly  comparing  themfelves  with 
ChriJT\  no  one  could  do  thefe  Things,  except  3  joum. 
God  were  with  him. — 1  told  the  People  God?-  38- 
caltd  me,  and  I  muft  away. — Intended  to 
preach   at  Fort-Simons^ — but,  hord,  thou 
called'ft   me  ellewhere. — God  fliewed  me 
and  my  Friends,  that  it  was  his  Will  that  I 
fhould  return  for  a  while  to  Fngland. — T02  joum, 
preach   the  Gofpcl  at  Frcderica   alfo ;    forp- 7-9- 
K-  2  therefore 


I  Journ. 

r-s- 

Ribaoen. 
p.  529. 
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therefore  am  I  fent. — The  Eternal  Almighty 
I  AM  hath  fent  me." 

See  now  how  clofely  they  have  copied 
their  great  examplars.  "  ^i.  Ignatius^  and 
his  Companions,  went  to  Rome,  whither 
God  called  him  to  fettle  his  new  Order  and 
Society, — St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  bring,  one 
a  Staffy  the  other  a  Book,  to  St.  Dominic, 
faying,  begin  thy  journey  j  go,  exerciie 
the  Office  which  God  hath  given  thee  j 
preach  the  Go/pel. — His  friends  perfwading 
him  to  ftay,  St.  Dominic  full  oj  the  Holy 
Ghoft  anfwer'd, — Let  no  body  go  about  to 
flay  me.  God  commands,  and  his  orders 
muft  be  obey'd.  St.  Francis  return 'd  from 
the  Infidels,  whom  he  v/as  unable  to  con- 
vert, warn'd  by  a  Divine  Revelation.  —  A 
venerable  Brother  and  St,  Clare,  having  con- 
fulted  the  Will  of  God,  are  agreed  by  the 
Revelation  of  the  Spirit,  that  the  Holy  man 
fhould  go  forth  to  preach  the  Gofpcl." 

Some  fpecial  Direofions  are  as  follcws. 
"  Trufted  to  God,  fays  Mr.  JVhit,fieid,  to 
dired:  me  to  a  Text  5 — and  Gc^ihew'd  me 
what  I  fhould  do. — The  Lord  gave  me  a 
Text,  and  direSled  me  to  a  Method. — I  have 
been  direBed  in  this  manner,  (  reading 
Scripture  on  the  knee)  even  in  the  minutell 
circumftances,  as  plainly  as  the  Jews  were 
by  Urim  and  Thummim. — The  diredlons, 
fays  Mr.  IVefiey,  I  received  from  God  this 

day. 
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day,    touching  an    afflur   of    the  greatefi  i  Journ. 
importance''  v^^^' 

Let  me  mention  a  few  DireBlom  com- 
ing by  way  of  Command,  and  I  afllire  you  of 
no  fmall  importance.     "  I  am  going  to  the  Jc"'n. 
Houfe  of  a  'wealthy  Gentleman^   fays  Mr.^'"^'^^* 
Whltefield,  whom  God  bas  commanded  to  VQ~ 
ceive   me.  —  How    does  he  every    where 
command  fome   or   other  to   receive  me  ? 
—  Indeed    M.r  Seward  affirms,    that  thejourn. 
Lord  commandeth  Perfons  every  where  top-  12. 
provide    for    us.  —  Mr.  Wef.ey,  not   to  be 
left   unprovided   for,  "  cam.e  to  Mr.  De- 
lamotte^'b,  —  where   I  expected   a  cool   re- 
ception.    But  God  had  prepar'd  the  way 
before  me — I   was   welcomed   in    fuch   a  2  [oum. 
manner — ."  p.  ;• 

Nor  is  this  cafe  without  a  proper  Prece- 
dent. For  we  read,  that  *  An  Jlomnrahle 
Matron  was  commanded  by  an  interior  Voice 
to  reverence  St.  Ignatius ^  and  provide  him 
with  a  Ship. — And  likewife  a  iV(5^/^6'^;2^/orOria'-.(!in. 
at  Venice  heard  a  Fo/Vr — diredling  him  to  jj^j/j-jj^',^ 
entertain  the  Saint  hofpitahly  at  his  houfe."    n.  33,  35, 

In  what  manner  the  Entertainers  are 
convinc'd,  and  whether  they  are  convinc'd, 
of  this  Divine  Command,  I  cannot  fay. 
But  I  perceive  it  is  convenient  for  the  Itine- 
rants to  give  it  out  that  it  is  God's  Pleafure 
and  Command.  Otherwife  they  would  not 
order  what  they  want  at  a  Public -hcufe^ 
and  then  tell  the  Landlord^  that  he  'will  be 

damn*d 
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damned  if  he  takes  any  thmg  of  them.     This 
fhall  be  prov'd,  ifrequir'd. 

As   I  have   mentioned   internal   Voices^ 

perhaps  the  feveral  Impiilfes  and  Imprejjiom 

of  the  Methodijis  may  be  of  this  Nature. 

4  Jonrn.   }3u|.  t}-jat  inftance  of  "  an  old  harden'd  Sin- 

^  ^  '      ner  (given  by  Mr.  V/eJley)  feems  rather  of 

the  external  )^\Vi6„     *'  The  Saviour  of  Sijt- 

7iers  has  faved  me.     He  told  me  fo  on  Siai' 

day  morning.     And  he  faid,  I  fliould  not 

die  till  I  had  heard  his  Children  preach  his 

z  journ.    Gofpel. — And  that  of  "  the  Mor avian,  who 

^* "  ^*       defiring  God  to  fliew  him  whether  he  lliould 

leave  his  Wife  and  Children,  immediately 

hears  a  loud  Voice  faying,  Forf^  Forty  Forty 

Go  on,  go  on.'* 

We  can  match  thefe  inftances  too  from 

Fopijld  Fanatics.     "  Brother    Bujlamafitius 

was  admoniflied   by  a  vehement  Impulfcy 

and   interior   Voice ^    to    go   to   Guipufciia. 

This  Voice  of  God  was  fo  efficacious  and 

vehement  in  his  ears,  that  inftantly  he  left 

Ohndin.  hls  Houfe  and  Bufinefs. — Gonzaga  htOiVS  2. 

P    94-     c;e;r  and  manifeft  Voice  from  God^  diredling 

Baiingh.    him  into  the  Society  of  the  Jefuits. — A  boy, 

Ajg  »3-  about  twelve  years  old,  hears  conftant  in- 

"ward  Voices  calling  him  to  PerfeBiony   and 

O  landin.  the  Society . — God,  fpeaking  internally  to  the 

^°^  ^-      heart  of  St.     AlexiiiSy    told  him  that  he 

P>    I  77" 

Ribaden.  Ihould  not  touch  his  Spoufcy  but  leave  her. 
p.  484.     — An^  ]^e  left  his  wife  the  very  iirft  day 

of 
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of  marriage,    by  the  peculiar  'wariiing  of^^z^- 

r>   J  Rom. 

^^^'  ,  Jul.  17. 

One  may  here  be  allow 'd  to  ask  what 
fort  of  Voice  that  was,  which  direBed  the 
Methodift-preacher  at  SaHJhuiy  to  debauch 
o?iej  at  leaft,  of  his  Congregation^  to  run 
away  with  her,  and  leave  his  own  Wife. 
And  in  general,  with  refped  to  Extraordi- 
nary influences  of  the  Spirit^  and  pretences 
to  Infpiration ;  whether  Mr.  Wejley  might 
not  as  well  have  been  'warned^  as  offended 
by  his  friends  the  Moravians^  "  for  talicing4  Jo""i- 
much  againft  mixing  nature  with  Grace,^^^'  '^^* 
againil  Imagination,  and  concerning  the 
Animal  Spirits  mimicking  the  Power  of  the 
Holy  Ghoji. 

§.  27.  Should  the  preceding  Gifts  of 
Infpiration,  Rc^j elation,  and  Diredfion  fail ; 
they  have  another  way  of  knowing  the 
Divine  will,  which  is  by  cafting  Lots;  and 
particularly  by  opening  the  Bible,  where  the 
fir[i  pafage  that  offers  itfelf  to  the  Eye  is  to 
be  their  Rule. 

The  Methodijls  probable  learned  this  De- 
ter mi?iation  by  Lot  cf  the  Mora'vians ; 
who,  fays  Mr.  JVefey,  "  have  a  peculiar 
efteem  for  Lots  to  decide  points  of  im-  ^  J°"fnai, 
portance  —  as  the  only  way  of  fetting  afide 
iheir  own  will,  and  clearly  knowing  what 
is  the  will  of  God. 

Sometimes 
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Sometimes  Lots  m  general  •a.vt  fpoken  of,-» 

without  any  fpecijicafion  of  whaty^T/,  or  in 

5  Journal,  what /^.^wztT.  *'   What  we  were  in  doubt 

P^g-  5-     about,  after  prayer,  we  determined  bv  Lot^ 

fays  Mr.  IVhiteJield. — I  am  come  to  know 

^^""''^^g^' alTuredly,    fays    Mr.   Wejlcy,    that    where 

Reafonfath^  God  will  direct  our  Paths^,  by 

Lotr 

Reafon  certainly  mav  fail  them  3    nor  ao 
I  think  they  can  be  ajjuredoi  God's  Direc- 
tion by  Lot  :    but  may  be  under  the  fame 
perplexity  with  their  Relation  St.  Ignatius  j 
who  being  on  his  Adventures^   and  "  com- 
ing to  a  place  where  two  ways  met,    ftood 
doubting  whether  he  (hould  follow  a  Moor 
that  had  blafphem'd   the  Virgin  Mary^  and 
Jiab  him  j  or  elfe  take  the  other  way   to- 
Orlandin   wards  Montferrat.     In  this  great  perplexity 
lib.  1.1='.  he  took  counfel,  which  the  fimplicity  of  a 
M^fF  Vit  pio''^s  mind  alone   could  excufe ;    namely, 
Ign.lib.  I.  to  lay  the  bridle  loofe  on  his  Mule^  and  let 
*^P'  3-      him  o-o  which  wav  he  would." 

But  opening  the  Bible  for  direction 
feems  to  be  their  general  way.  Thus  Mr. 
Wejley  under  fome  doubt,  "  I  defir'd  my 
Mafter  to  anfwer  for  me,  and  open'd  his 
2  Journal, £00;^'. — when  tcmptcd  by  Satan^  '  All  thefe 
P-  31. 33djys  I  fcarce  remember  to  have  openM  the 
T!efiament^  but  upon  fome  great  and  pre- 
cious promife. — In  great  perplexity,  about 
being  weak  in  the  Faith  j  —  and  in  trouble 
and  doubt  concerning  his  o%vn  State,  and 

whether 
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whether  lie  Hioiild  wait  \njilence  and  retire- 3  joum. 
ment,  the  Oracle  of  God  is  confulted  twice,  p-  9.  »2. 
— Under  great  concern  for  thofe  who  were  4  Joum. 
driven  about  %mth  firange  DoBrineSy  Ibe-P*^°* 
feeched  God  to  fliew  me  where  this  would 
end. — Whether  he  fliould  take  a  Journey 
to  Brijiol,  and  what  would   be  the  Con- 
fequence  5  dcfiring  not  to  be  accounted  Su- .  jo^rn. 
perftitious''  p.  28. 

'  The  Moravians  caft  Lots,  whether  one 
over    whom   Satan    had  almofl;   got   the 
maftery,  (liould  be  admitted  to  the  Lord's  2  joum. 
Table 'y  are  direded  to  admit  him."  p-^g. 

This  Method  of  being  direded  by  Lot, 
hath  been  much  in  vogue  in  feveral  Ages, 
and  parts  of  the  World ;  making  no  fmall 
fliare  of  their  Superjlition.  The  Heathens 
had  various  ways  of  doing  it :  —  as  by 
jumbling  together  ioofe  Letters,  or  Words, 
in  an  Urn,  and  making  what  Senfe  they 
could  of  fuch  as  were  taken  out  by  chance ; 
—  by  dipping  into  feme  Book  of  high 
cfteem,  as  Homer,  or  Virgil,  and  then  ap- 
plying to  their  purpofe  the  firfl  paflige  that 
offered  itfelf,  ^c. 

Reland  tells  us,  that  among  the  Mahome-'^^^-  Mo- 
tajis,  the  Alcoran  is  fo  confulted  by  way^^J^o. 
oi  Lot, — And  the  iiime  Cuflom  crept  in 
among  the  Chriftians,  and  efpecially  in  the 
worft  Ages,  about  the  i  ith  and  12th  Ce?!- 
tiiries,  by  dipping  In  the  Bible,  which  was 
called  the  Saints  Lots.  Ilencc,  *'  St.  Francis, 
L  after 
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after  betaking  hlmfelf  to  Trm'er^  was  in- 

fpird  by   the   Oracle   of  God^  to   open  the 

Gofpel ;  which  being  opened  three  times, 

always  Hghted  on  the   PaJJm  of  Chrifl  ; 

whereby  the  Saint  was  prepared  (as  by  a 

Bonavent.  Prophetic  warning)  to  receive  the  five  niarh 

^P-  ^3-    of  Jefus^    exadly   anfwering  thofe   of  his 

fol.  172.    Majter^  by  the  hand  of  an  Angela — 

So  again,  The  fame  precious  Saint y  "  be- 
ing refolved  upon  taking  up  the  Rule  of  £- 
vangelical  PerfeBion  in   conjun(^tioii  with 
Friar  Barizardy  goes  to  Prayers^  and  thrice 
opening  the  Gofpel  was  confirmed  in  his  pur- 
pofe,  by  luckily  hitting  on  thefe  three  paf- 
Bomvcwt.  Jag  es, — If  thou  wilt  be  perfeSl^  go  and  fell  all 
^F-  3-     ^^take  7iothing  with  you  on  the  way: — If  any 
fol.  I  "2.'  ^^^  will  come  after  ine,  let  him  deny  hijnfelf. 
St.  Francis y  you  fee,  managed  the  m?i\.tcr 
{o   well,    that  he  opened    upon  Texts  of 
Scripture  much  more  to  his  purpofe  than 
any  of  our  Methodijis  have  done. 

This  practice  has  generally  been  ccn- 
demn'd  by  grave  Authors  and  Councils y  as 
fuperftiticus  and  unwarrantable :  And  if  the 
Ivlethodifts  will  pretend  to  juftlfy  themfelves 
from  the  Example  of  Matthias,  (the  only 
inftance  in  the  New  Teftamenty  and  that 
divinely  directed )  they  only  incur  that 
almofl:  conftant  Prefumption  of  fetting  them- 
felves upon  an  equality  with  the  ApoJlleSy  &c. 
Let  me  here  add  the  Obfervation  of  Mr. 
Churchy  in  his  Farther  Remarks  on  Mr. 
y.  Wejley,  "  The  Refledllons  of  your  friend 

Mr. 
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Mr.  WhiteJieUi  on  this  occasion  were  worth 
your  obferving.  Having  mentioned  your 
drawing  a  Lot  about  preaching  on  free 
Grace^  and  receiving  the  Anfwer  Preach 
andFrint^  he  add?,  *  I  have  often  quef- 
tioned,  as  I  now  do,  whether  in  fo  doing 
you  did  not  tempt  the  Lord.  A  due  ex- 
ercife  o^  Religious  Prudence^  without  a  Z/C/, 
would  have  directed  you  in  that  Matter.* 
Afterwards  he  mentions  your  drawing  ano- 
ther Lo/,  about  his  returning  to  London-, 
which  in  a  Letter  to  him  your  afterwards 
fuppofed  might  have  been  a  wrofig  ojie. 
This  therefore  he  rightly  calls  an  imaginary 
Warrant  j  and  well  obferves,  that  the 
'wrong  Lot  was  juftly  given  you,  becaiife 
yoii  tempted  God  in  drawing  one'' 

A  xnovQJndiciciis  Sentiment  perhaps  never 
dropt  from  Mr.  Whitefield's  pen  :  and  yet 
he  may  be  taxed  with  an  inconjifiency  in 
thus  declaring  againft  what  had  been  his 
own  PraSlice.  Had  thefe  two  Lots  turn'd 
out  agreeably  to  his  own  Dodlrine  and  in^ 
tentions^  they  might  have  been  allow'd  to 
come  from  God.  But  as  they  were  for 
free  Grace  (  not  fuiting  with  his  Calva- 
nifical  notions)  and  for  taking  a  journey 
he  did  not  like ;  they  are  become  of  no 
Authority  with  him.  Which  puts  me  in 
mind  of  the  ccndud  of  Pope  Honorius  to- 
wards St.  Francis.  "  The  Saint  had  ob- 
tained a  grant  from  Chriji,  that  whoever  at 
L  2  any 
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any  time  (hould  enter  his  Chapel,  fliould 
have  the  Benefit  of  Plenary  Indulgence  ;  or- 
dering him  however  to  go  to  hh  Vicar  the 
Pope  for  his  Conjormation. 

The  Holy  Father  allows  the  order  of  Chriji 
in  the  cafe,  but  thinks  the  Grant  is  too 
large  -,  and  accordingly  confirms  indeed  the 
Plenary  and  free  Indulgence^  but  curtails  the 
time,  and  confines  it  to  one  fingle  Day  in  a 
year,  and  no  more."  A  flrange  inftance 
either  of  the  Tope's  inco7ifftency ^  or  of 
fetting  himfelf  above  our  Lord. 

You  have  the  Account  in  one  of  the 
Lejjons  in  their  Eftablified  Liturgy^  Brev, 
Rom.  Franfc.  Aug.  2.  and  more  fully  in 
x\\&  Book  of  Conformities  J  fol.  197. 

§.28.  Though  I  had  fome  Reafons  for 

referring    to  another  place  their  Ecfacies 

and    Raptures,     Apparitions    and     Vifions 

(reprefentations  to   the  imagination  either 

in  Sleepy  or  in  a  TraJice ;)  yet,  as  thefe  have 

fome  pretenfion  to  a  Divine  direSiion,   I 

fliall  fay  fomething  of  them  here. 

J  Pealing.      Whitefield.     "  God  fiU'd  me  with  fuch 

^'  '  *      iinfpeakable  raptures,    particularly  once  in 

St.  John's  Church,  that  I  was  carried  out 

beyond  myfelf. 

Journal,        Scward.     '  I   was   fo    fiii'd    with    the 

p.  26.      Spirit, — that  I  v/as  carried  beyond  myfelf, 

and 
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and  had  fuch  things  Revealed  to  me,    as  I 
never  had  before, 

Wejlcy.  *  My  Soul  was  got  up  into  3  Journal, 
the  Holy  Moimt.  I  had  no  thoughts  of^'  '^" 
coming  down  again  into  the  body.'  *'  The 
Lord  revealed  himfelf  to  her  (a  girl  of  about 
feven  years  old)  in  an  amazing  manner  : 
and  for  fome  Hours  (he  was  fo  wrapt  up  in 
his  Spirit,  that  we  knew  not  where  fhe 
was, — finking  to  nothing  in  the  difcovery 
of  his  Majejly  and  Glory.  —  Many  fuch  in- 
ftances  of  the  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  we 
have  among  us."  Letters. 

Tales  of  this  nature  are  fo  numerous 
among  the  Popijh  Saints^  efpecially  the 
Female.^  that  fome  of  their  hives  confift  of 
little  elfe. 

Mary  of  Agreda  was  not  a  year  old,    be- 
fore fhe  had  fuch   Raptures  that  ^o,  funk 
down  to  the  Centre  of  her  own  nothingnefs.  Life. 
— Magdalen  of  Pazzi's  Life  was   almoft 
one  continued  Ecjiacy. —  And  St.  Gertrude,  Breviar. 
who   confecrated  her   Virginity    to  Chrijl^°^^^- 
vvhen  only  five  vears  old,  was  illumi?iated 
by  many  Revelations  and  Vifons. 

St.  Alcantara  at  fix  years  of  age  was  fo  Brev. 
contemplative,  that  frequently  he  wasR^""- 
wholly  abforpt  in  God,  a?id  carried  into 
Raptures. — He  caufed  his  Followers  to  be 
in  an  Ecjiacy  at  the  Sacrament,  —  and  often 
enjoyed  the  Prefence  of  Chrifi,  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  St.  Francis,  6cc.  oa.  25. 

§>29- 
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§.  2g.  If  you  want  any  thing  more  par- 
ticularly concerning  Appariticns  andVtfiom ; 
the  lafl:  mentioned  Saijjt^  "  Alcantara^  was 
oa.  25.    conducted  by  the  admirable  Apparition  of  a 
i'DezYmg,j2ew  Star,    when  he  was  going  to  comfort 
pag-49-    S\;^  ^erefa."  Something  you  may   fuppofe, 
journ.      lii^e  that  Qf  ]vii-.  Whitefieidy  "  After  a  long 
lof  '^'''    ?2/s^^^  ^  defer tio?2^  the  »S^tfr,  which  I  had 
feen  at  a  diftance  before,  began  to  appear 
again."  x\nd  Mr.  Seward  may  be  deemed 
fuch  a  Vifionary,  when  "  though  fo  weak, 
fo  mean,  fo  vile,  {o  nothing  an  Inftrument, 
yet  furrounding  the  Throne   of  his  Dear 
yefus^  he  thought  he  faw  his  Sijlers  as  bright 
Seraphims  in  the  manfions  of  blifs  j  —  with 
a  refulgent   Splendor    above  the  rejl   of  the 
Heavenly  Uoftr 
Conform.       Juft  as  a  Francifcan  Fryar  was  feen  by  a 
Fol.  84.    ;^rother  fhining  in  glory  and  brightnefs  with 
Life.  No.  St.  Fraitcis  among  Choirs  of  Angels  : —  Or, 
82, 83,84.  ^g  /\^^gj^l^f2  of  Pazzi  faw  a  Niin^  and  other 
Souls,  which  fhe  had  gained,  raifed  upon  a 
Gem  z.    qy-Qj2e  of  Glory  :  Or,  as  feveral  fefuits  were 
J. .alt,      feen  afcending  up  to  Heaven,  confpicuoufly 
P^g.  464.  diftinguiftiedby  a  Star  in  their  foreheads." 
Brev.        We  have  again  infallible  proof,  that  "  Al- 
'^^^-       cantara^2S>  invited  to  i\\Q  Heavenly  Mar- 
'  ^^'    riage  by  all  the  Holy  Trinity,  appearing  to 
him  in  the  utmofl  clcarnefs  and  brightnefs  ; 
— and  he  died  at  the  very  hour  foretold.'' 
And  we  find  in  mofi:  of  their  Legends,  that 
fcarce  a  Saint  died   v«^ithout  previous    nO" 

ike 
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tlce  from  above  ;    the  Me/Jhtge?"  too  com- 
monly diffufmg  a  light  over  all  the  room. 
Which  may   help  to  give  fome  Credit  to 
that  relation  of  Mr.  IVeJley  concerning  Pet. 
Wright.     "  In   bed,    but  broad  awake,  I  •  Jo^"""' 
heard   one   calling  aloud,     Peter  I    Peter^^^' ^^' 
Wright  !  And  looking  up,  the  room  was 
as  bright  as  day.  And  T  faw  a  man  in  bright 
cloaths,  Vv^ho  faid,  '  Prepare  yourfelf,  your 
end  is  nigh.'  —  He  recovered  from  the  111- 
nefs ;  but  died  within  a  month." 

As  to  the  Authority  which  fuch  fort  of 
Revelations  carry,  Mr.  Wejley  fays  this  -, 
"  God  does  now  give  remijjion  of  Sins,  and 
the  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  j  and  often  3  joum. 
\n  dreams  and  viftons  of  God.'\  But  after- P- 49- 
wards  he  fpeaks  more  difirufifully  :  "  I 
told  them  they  were  not  to  judge  of  the 
Spirit — by  any  dreams,  vtfions,  or  revela- 
tions ; —  which  were  of  a  doubtful  and  dif- 
putable  nature,  —  jjiight  be  from  God,  and 
might  ;z£/2'."  lb  p.  60. 

This  mis^ht  be  a  caution  to  themfelves 
never  to  be  over  confident.  For  my  own 
part,  I  will  not  deny  that  fuch  DireBions 
may  fometimes  come  from  G(?^:  but  am 
perfuadcd  that  moft  of  our  late  ones  are 
the  effedt  of  imagination  or  diflemper  j  and 
fome  of  them  mere  coujiterfeits  and  inipof- 
tiires.  Many,  I  know,  even  of  Popifi  En- 
thiifiafls,  have  fufpeded  "U'orfe,  and  afcribed 

them 
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them  to  Diabolical  delufions.      But  more  of 
this  hereafter. 

§.  30.  Our  Meihodifis  talk  much  of 
*'  the^r^^^  ivork^  which  God  is  now  be- 
ginning to  work  over  all  the  earth.  If 
you  had  been  told,  fays  Mr.  Wejley^  that 
I  Appeii.  the  jealous  God  would  foon  arife,  that  he 
\.  98, 59.  would  pour  down  his  Spirit  from  on  high, 
and  renew  the  face  of  the  earthy  —  would 
you  not  delire  to  fee  that  day  ? —  Behold, 
the  day  of  the  Lord  is  come  :  he  is  again 
vifiting  and  redeeming  his  people.  —  At 
this  very  hour  the  Lord  is  rolling  away  our 
reproach.*' 

Parted    with   full  convidion,    fays  Mr. 
3  Journal,  JVhitcfield,  that  God  was  going  to  do  great 
P^S-  ■"■     things  among  us.  —  Oh  !    that  we  may  be 
any  way  infinnncntcd. 

I  am  far  from  queftioning  the  truth  of 
that  happy  State  to  come,  having  fuch 
ftrong  Authority  from  thtfacred  Writings. 
But  it  may  be  asked,  how  they  k720wi\n^ 
prefent  time  to  be  the  day  of  that  great 
work  -J  whether  from  Injpiration^  or  inter- 
pretation of  Prophetic  Scripture  :  —  and 
they  may  be  reminded,  that  diverfe  warm 
and  Entkifaflic  heads,  as  Madam  Bourig- 
non,  the  French  Prophets,  &c.  have  all 
fet  out  upon  this  pretence,  have  pronounc- 
ed it  to  be  coming  in  their  own  days,  and 

the?njelves 
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thenifehes  to    be    the    happy  Injlruments. 
And  how  have  they  been  deceived? 

About  the  middle  of  the  i^th  Century 
was  pubHflied  a  Book  by  the  Mendicant 
FryarSy  called,  the  Kternal  GofpeU  or  Gofpel 
of  the  Spirit  j  aflerting,  that  the  Reign 
of  the  Spirit  was  to  commence  within  fix 
years.  The  Book  was  full  of  many  wicked 
and  blafphemoiis  fancies,  which  I  lay  not  to 
the  charge  of  the  Methodijls :  but  leave 
them  at  liberty  to  ruminate  upon  the  Cha- 
ra5ler  given  of  them  many  years  ago  by 
Mr.  Howely  whicli  they  may  fee  in  the 
Title-page. 

§.  3  r .  I  fhall  now  relieve  myfelf  and 
reader;  referving  what  remains  for  a  fe- 
cond  Tart.  I  have  already  made  fome 
cxciife  for  quoting  and  comparing  feveral 
little  and  trifling  things,  in  themfelves  too 
light  to  deferve  our  attention ;  and  am 
afraid,  that  in  the  Sequel^  a  frefli  Apology 
will  be  requifite ;  as  I  fhall  be  obliged  to 
relate  fome  things  too  horrid  and  fljocking 
to  the  mind. 

It  will  however,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  ap- 
pear,— that  this  neiv  difpenfation  is  a  Compo- 
fticn  of  Enthifiafvi^  Siiperflition^  and  /;;;- 
poftiirc.  When  the  blood  and  fpirits  run 
highy  inflaming  the  brain  and  imagination  ; 
it  is  mofl  properly  Enthufiafm-y  which  is 
Religion  run  mad :  —  when  low  and  dc- 
M  jeBed, 
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jeBed,  cauiing  groundlefs  terrors,  or  the 
placing  the  great  Duty  of  Man  in  little  Ob- 
fervances,  'tis  Super/lit  ion ;  which  is  Re- 
ligion feared  out  of  its  fenfes :  —  when  any 
fraudulent  dealings  are  made  ufe  of,  and 
any  wrong  projed:s  carried  on  under  the 
mafk  of  piety  j  'tis  Impojiure,  and  may  be 
termed  Religion  turned  Hypocrite. 

Should  any  thing  I  can  offer  make  fome 
improvement  of  a  ferious  and  fiber  fenfe  of 
true  Religion  among  us,  free  from  Enthu- 
faflic  Delufions,  with  regard  both  to  Faith 
and  good  Works ^  it  will  be  fufficient  fatis- 
fad:ion  :  And  the  benefit  will  be  doubled, 
if  by  means  of  the  Comparifon  with  Popery, 
a  juft  deteflatiou  of  that  wicked  Communion 
be  prefervedj  and  efpecially  if  e?icreajed. 
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Vanity  or  Self-Conceit  is  another  Clrcumjiance  that  for  the  moji  Part  prevails 
in  the  Char  an  er  of  an  Enthuliaft.  It  leads  Men  of  a  loarm  temper,  and 
Religious  Turn,  to  think  themfehes  ivorthy  of  the  ffecial  Regard,  and  extraor* 
dinary  Favours  of  God  j  and  the  Breath  of  that  Infpiration  to  which  they  pre- 
tend is  often  no  more  than  the  Wind  of  this  Vanity,  lukich  puffs  them  up  to 
fucb  Extravagant  Imaginations.  7h:s  ftrongly  appears  in  the  Writings  and 
Lives  of  foir.e  Enthufiaftical  Heretics,  i»  the  My {i\c%  both  Antient  and  Modern, 
in  rnany  Founders  of  Orders,  and  Saintf,  both  Male  and  Female,  among  the 
Papifts,  I'l/tT/era/ Proteftant  Seftaries  of  the  laft  Age,  and  even  in  feme  of  the 
Methodifls  noiu.  All  the  Divine  Communications,  Illuminations,  and  Ec^hcies, 
to  lubicb  they  pretended,  e-vider.tly  fprung  from  much  Self-Conceit,  iverkinf 
together  luirh  the  Vapours  of  Melancholy  upon  a  warm  Imagination,  &e. 

Lyttelton  on  the  Convcrfion  of  St,  Paul, 
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PREFACE. 


To  the  Reve  rend 


Mr.  JVHirEFIELD. 


SIR, 

'wr         EST   you  fliould  complain  of 

I  being  flighted,  or  feel  a  Difap- 

I        J   pointment,    I   hereby  acknow- 

"     ^    ledge  the  Receipt   and  Favour 

of  your  Letter-,  coniifting  of  Remarks  on 

my  Comparifon,  and  a  ConfeJ/ion  of  your  own 

Mijhkes,    'Tis  a  Fa'vour ;  becaufe  you  have 

been  fo  very  harmlefs  with  Regard  to  mCy 

and   liave   Anjkvered  no  Body  but  yourfelf, 

I  (liall  pais  my  Judgment  upon  your  Per^ 

formance   with   my   ufual   Franknefs,    and 

without  any  Degree  oifulfome  Flattery. 

A  Your 
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Your  firft  Objeciion  is  to  my  Manner  of 
Page  6.  Writing  ;  that  "  If  1  atn  a  Clergyman,  the 
whole  Strain  of  my  Terformance  difcovers  a 
Levity  unbecoming  my  Chara<5ler."  And 
here  I  am  afraid  you  have  the  Advantage  j 
as  writing  with  a  Levity  quite  becoming  your 
Charadler,  i.  e.  v/ith  that  Sort  of  Levity, 
which  confifts  in  a  Privation  of  Weight -, 
and  exemphfies  (to  ufe  your  own  Expref- 
fion)  what  Feathers  we  all  are.  '  Nor  could 
you  have  been  ??7ore  light  and  infignificant, 
unlefs  your  Name  had  been  Perronet. 

As  to  the  Force  of  the  Objetlion  of  ridi- 
culoiis  and  irreligious  Banter ;  —  I  read  that 
one  of  BifJzop  StillingfieeVs  Pop'fJJj  An- 
tagonifls  called  him  "  a  Theological  Buffoon, 
impioufly  and  profanely  employing  his  Wit 
in  deriding  and  blafpheming  the  Saifits." 
And  yet,  fuch  is  my  Modefiy,  and  humble 
Imitation  of  your  Humility,  I  defire  to  fuc- 
ceed  no  better  againft  Methodijm  than  he 
did  againft  Popery.- — But  here,  it  feems,  I 
Ibid.  am  greatly  miftaken.  For,  *'  By  irreligious 
Banter,  1  have  unhappily  fixed  upon  a  mofi 
improvable  and  ineffeBual  Remedy  for  re- 
covering the  Methodifts  out  of  their  Extra- 
vagant Freaks."  )S  fo,  why  are  you  fo 
pettifh  ?  Why  fo  wrathful  ?  I  might  rather 
expedt  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  from  White- 
field  and  Company. 

But,   to  compound  the  Matter  with  you 
by  a  plain  Truth,  my  Manner  of  writing 

(whether 
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(whetljer  with  Levity^  or  Gravity)  affeds 
not  in  the  leaft  tliC  Merits  of  the  Caufe. 
The  Enthujicifm  is  exadly  thcjame,  neither 
more  nor  lefs,  better  or  worfe.  The  only 
^t'ftiofi  to  the  Purpofe  is,  whether  I  have 
made  my  ^otatkns  jujily  mid  fairly  ?  Let 
this  be  fuppojedj  till  'tis  difproved.  — Some- 
thing however  more  Jerious^  ho7'rible  and 
focking^  will  appear  toward  the  End  of 
this  Second  Part,  and  efpecially  in  the 
Third -J  where  the  Nature  of  the  Subje6l 
will  be  apt  to  raife  Abhorrence  and  Indig- 
nation rather  than  Laughter.  For,  con- 
trary to  my  Intention,  I  am  forced  upon 
a  Third  Party  your  E?ithufajms  are  fo 
many.  Nor  had  I  exacflly  enough  com- 
puted the  Number^  or  confidered  the  Vir- 
tues^ of  your  Conjecrated  Beads, 

Before  you  Attack  my  Comparifon  in 
Form,  I  find  you  nibbling  at  my  Title- 
Page  :  In  one  Place,  "  'Tis  7iot  rejirai?ied^-  7* 
enough  to  Anfwer  my  Prijtcipal  Defign  :  " 
In  another  Place,  '*  'tis  too  tmich  reftrained^P-  20, 
you  would  have  me  make  an  Addition  to  it, 
and  let  it  run  thm^  The  Enthufiafm  and  Im- 
pojiure^  &c."  I  fland  corre(n:ed,  and  have 
no  Objedion  to  your  Amendment.  Con- 
fider  however,  that  before  you  meddled 
with  t?jy  Title-Page^  you  fhould  have  con- 
fulted  your  Grammar,  and  made  Senfe  of 
your  own. 

A  2  But 
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But  I  {hall  not  fo  eafily  give  up  my 
Parallel  of  the  Montanijis.  I  find  it  fticks 
too  clofe,  is  pinching,  and  makes  you 
wriggle.  You  want  fadly  to  get  rid  of 
it  5     for   which   you   affign   fome   doughty 

P.  8.  Reafons.  "  Ton  omit,  you  fay,  making 
any  Reply  to  my  Account  of  the  Montaiiifis, 
becauje  'tis  quite  foreign  to  my  'Title-Page, 
and  alfo  to  my  Principal  Deflgu; "  that  of 
Comparing  you  with  Papijls.  You  know 
that  I  introduced  the  Montanijis,  to  fhew 
that  the  Spirit  of  Etithifiafm  is  always  the 
fame*  And  though  the  Montanijis  were  no 
Papifts,  they  were  Heretics,  full  of  /;«- 
poftures  and  Impieties ;  in  a  Word,  the 
Methodijls  of  their  Times.  And  why 
fhould  you  turn  away  your  Face  from  your 
own  Likenefs  ? But  you  have  another 

Ibid  Reafon;  "  The  Account  of  the  Montanifts 
being  not  founded  on  Writings  of  their  own  ; 
and  fo  at  the  bejl  very  Precarious." 
Did  I  fay,  the  Account  was  not  founded 
on  their  own  Writings  ?  Did  I  not 
exprefsly  fay,  that  our  Accounts  and 
ExtraSls  of  their  own  Writings  were  col- 
lected from  the  befl  Hijiorians  of  thofe 
Times  ?  And  fuppoling  they  had  not  been 
founded  on  their  own  Writings ;  muft  they 
therefore  of  Courfe  be  Precarious  ?  Doth 
720  Hijiory  deferve  Credit,  but  what  was 
written  by  the  ABors^  What  then  be- 
comes of  the  Faith  of  almojl  all  Hiftory  ? 
And  is  every  Thing  right  and  true  which 
I  Men 
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Men  write  concerning  Tbemfehes?  Well 
then !  *Toiir  Accounts^  'Journah,  &c.  are 
wrote  by  your  Faithjul  Self:  Therefore 
not  precarious  and  uncertain.  But  yet, 
you  now  own  you  have  written  Things 
worfe  than  Precarious ;  Things  ahfoliitely 
and  conjeJjedJy  jolfe.  And  had  you  died, 
and  the  Myjlic  Dove  fled  away  to  Heaven, 
before  your  Recantation ;  thefe  Fal/ities 
muft  have  paiTed  upon  the  World  for  In- 
fallible Truths^    Revealed  from  above. 

In  the  fame  Page  you  catch  mc  tripping, 
and  even  falling  into  an  Inconjijlency.  I 
had  charitably  fuppofed,  that  the  Metbodifts 
might  perhaps  fet  out  from  real  Motives 
of  fmcere  Piety ^  adding  afterwards,  "  their 
fetting  out  with  warm  Prete?ices  to  Re-P.g- 
formation."  Your  Remark  is,  "  If  by 
^Pretence  1  mean  a  mere  Hypocritical  Pre- 
tencCy  I  am  then  guilty  of  a  Self-Contra- 
di<5lion."  But  may  not  your  Motives  be 
fmcere  j  and  yet  your  Pretences  to  Reforma- 
tion be  idle^  and  vain,  and  abfurd'i  (For 
I  did  not  fay  Hypocritical.)  And  is  not 
the  World  fully  fenfible  what  Sort  of  Re- 
formation has  always  been  the  Aim  of  i^;^- 
tbu/iajls  ?  As  to  your  ^ejiion,  how  can 
Pretence  and  Reality  be  rcco?tciled  ?  We  are 
agreed :  my  whole  Comparifon  has  proved 
they  cannot ;  and  your  Recantation  has  con- 
firmed it. 

But  I  am  like  to  be  in  a  ivorfe  Condition :  p.  ;c 
**  having  faid  what  I  can't  pro^jc^   and  con- 

fefcdly 
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fejjedly  exceeded  the  Boujids  of  Truth.'*  And 
how  fo  ?  Why  it  feems  I  have  faid  that 
"  the  Methodifts  began  their  Adventures 
with  Field-Treaching ;  and  yet  quite  the 
Contrary  is  notorious  from  my  own  Words, 
After  the  Methodijls  had  traduced  the 
Clergy  in  their  own  Churches  and  Pulpits, 
they  fet  about  this  pious  Work  of  Defama- 
tion more  heartily  in  the  Fields.  Here,  you 
fay,  my  Parallel  fails  at  firjl  Jetting  outy 
myfelf  being  fudge.** 

And  was  I  not,  mv  good  Friend,  kind 
and  candid  in  not  reckoning  your  '^Pulpit- 
Abufes  among  your  ijcild  and  extravagant 
Adventures ;  in  not  laying  the  Adventures 
to  your  Charge,  'till  you  broke  into  Open 
Irregularities  by  innting  a  Rabble  into  the 
Fields'^  And  was  I  not  right  in  dating 
the  Com??ie?jcemejjt  of  your  Adventures  from 
P.  13, 15. that  Time?  You  fay,  No.  "  That  in 
Reality  the  Methodifi  Adventures  were  be- 
gun in  the  Church,  before  you  took  the  Field.** 
Be  it  fo.  But  this  is  your  01m  frank  Con- 
fefjion-,  and  no  Part  of  m  Charge. 

Do  you  think  the  Popijh  Field-Preachers 
did  not  firft  learn  their  Lefjon,  took  no 
previous  Steps,  made  no  ''Vrovipon,  before 
they  fet  out  upon  their  Expeditions  f  Read 
their  Legends,  and  be  convinced.  Read 
but  the  Beginning  of  the  Hijloi-y  of  that 
Renowned  Knight-Frrant  Don  ^ixote,  (a 
good  Catholic  too)  and  vou  will  find,  how 

''  he 
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"  he  prepared  himfelf  by  reading  Booh  of 
Chhalry^  for  which  he  had  an  Extravagant 
Fondnefs ;  filled  his  Head  with  wild  Tro-^ 
jcBs^  which  turned  bis  Brain;  had  fre- 
quent Difpiites  ivith  his  Pari/Jj-Prieji  ; 
furbidied  up  his  Armour^  and  buckled  it 
on: — All  thiSj  before  he  -^SiuaWy  fillied 
forth  upon  his  Adventures^  in  order  to  re- 
drefs  all  Grievance^;,  and  corredt  all  Ex- 
orbitances :  before  he  defperately  encountred 
the  Windmill  -y  or  combated  the  Devils  in 
the  Shape  of  Cats;  or  (as  Sajico  brags) 
lodged  at  the  Inns^  all  at  Difcretion,  and 
the  D — 1  a  Farthing  to  pay." 

And  now,  Sir,  how  have  I  been  guilty 
of  an  Untruth -J  or  how  doth  my  Parallel 
fail,  myfelf  being  Judge  ?  The  FaB  you 
own,  both  of  Popijh  and  Methodijlical 
Field-Preaching ;  you  glory  in  it.  And  of 
what  Moment  is  the  precife  Time  of  the 
Co?nmencefjie?it  of  your  Adventures  f  What 
havt  you  gained?  Unlefs  it  be  throwing 
Duft  into  the  Air,  to  blind  the  Eyes  of 
your  Followers ;  or  maintaining  your  Right 
to  a  Litigious  and  Cavilling  Humour. 

"  Tou  thank  me  for  informing  ycu,  that^ 
Field-Treacling  vcas  formerly  praSlifed  in 
this  Nation  :  xcu  are  glad  it  luas  fo  ;  and 
immediately  nfk,  V/hy  then  fuch  a  Noife  about 
it  now:'  ^  This  Practice,  Sir,  occafioned 
an  AB,  or  ABs,  againft  Field-Tr cachings 
(and  I  conceive  not  yet  formally,  or  vir- 
tually. 
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tually,    Repealed)    becaufe  fuch   Meetings 
were    Enthiifmjiical^    Seditious,    a?2d    Mif- 
chievous.      You    indeed  are  glad  of  this ; 
but  it  affords  fufficient  Reafon  for  making 
fo7}2e  Noife  about  it  now.     Obferve  only  the 
Weight  and  Tendency  of  your  Argument : 
The  Dominicajis,  yefuitSy  Francifcans,  &c. 
did  formerly,  in  a  Wild,  Fanatical  and  Ir- 
regular Manner,  employ  their  Talents  in 
corrupting  and   deceiving  Mankind    with 
many  falje,  fcandalous,  and  wicked  Tenets, 
to  the  prodigious  Injury   of  the  Public  and 
True  Religion  :    This  Havock  they  made 
of  Civil  and  Religious  Truth  and  Happincfs, 
under  the  Majk  of  San^ity  -,  by  Blafphe- 
mous  Pretenfions  and  Claims  to  Infpiration, 
Divine  Calls  and  DireBions,    and  Variety 
of  other  Frauds.     Why  then  fuch  a  Noife 
about   them   now  ?     Or  what   Occafion    of 
any  Oppofition  to  thofe,  who  are  now  Re- 
vivi?2g  the  Method,  and  are  compaffing  the 
fat?ie  End  by  the  fame  Means  f    Thus  Totent 
is  your  Way  of  Reafoning  :  and  fo  effeclually 
you  get  clear  of  thefe  unlucky  Papifh. 

P.  II.  As  to  "  fome  Degrees  of  Vanity,  unob- 

ferved  Vanity,  which  you  fay  you  cannot  now 
remember  3"  have  but  a  little  Patience,  and 
your  Memory  will  foon  be  refreshed. 

In  Defence  of  your  Condud,  you  afk, 

P.  12.  "  Can  you  recolledl  no  earlier,  or  more 
*^,  unexcepiiuiuihle  Field-Preachers  than  the 
"  Papifls  ?  What  think  you  of  Jefus  Chriff, 

''  and 
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"  and  his  Apoftles  ?  Were  they  not  Field- 
"  Preachers?"  And  will  you  never  leave 
off  your  inexcufable  Pride  in  comparing 
yourrclf  to  Clorijiy  ahd  his  Apofiks  ?  Will 
you  ftill  perfift  in  this  Frcjumptuom  Sin  ? 
Will  you  do  it  again  and  again  in  this  very 
Pamphlet y  wherein  you  have  fadly  bewailed 
your  Speaking  in  a  Stile  too  Apojlolical  ?  You 
have  ow7ied  your  Pretences  to  lufpiration, 
and  fpeaking  from  the  Spirit  of  God^  to  be 
Falfe  :  and  if  you  own  their  Injpiration  and 
Divine  MiJJion  to  be  True ;  your  Corn- 
par  ijon  fails  in  the  moft  EJJhitiol  Point. 
You  have  but  Two  Ways  of  making  your 
Parallel  ftand ;  and  you  may  take  your 
Choice.  You  mufl:  prove,  either  that  you 
are  Infpired  and  Commifjioned  from  on  High, 
Uke  Chrijl  and  his  Apojlles  ^  —  or  that  They 
were  fuch  Efithujiajls  as  yourfelf. 

Your  Attempt  to  wipe  off  the  Black  Art?.  15-18. 
of  Calumnyy  and  even  to  retort  it  upon 
my f elf  is  really  a  Mafter-piece.  "  You  own 
your  Speaking  againft  the  Clergy  was  not 
in  the  Spirit  of  Chrijl^  or  with  the  like 
Divitie  Authority  j  and  that  there  was  too 
much  Severity  in  youxfirji  Zeal.  All  ther^ 
fore  you  would  infer  is  this,  that  what 
fome  may  term  Gall  of  Bitternefs  and  black 
Art  of  Calumny^  may  be  Nothing  but  an 
Honeji  Tejiimony  againft  the  Corruptions  of 
a  Degenerate  Church.  And  you  juftify 
your  Zeal  by  the  Exampla  of  John  Baptiji 
a  and 
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and  St.  Stephen^  who  called  the  impenitent 
and  hardened  Jews,  A  Generation  oj  Vipers^ 
Jliff-neckedy  and  uncircumctfed  in  Heart  and 
Ears^  always  refifting  the  Holy  Ghoji :  —  of 
our  Saviour,  denouncing  no  lefs  than  'Thir- 
teen Woes  againft  the  Scribes  and  P  hart  fees : 
—of  Ifaiah  and  yeremiahy  condemning  the 
wicked  Men  of  thofe  Days. 

Truely,  Sir,  you  have  much  ?22ended  the 
Matter  -,  and  drawn  a  moft  Conclufive  In- 
ference^  from  your  Confejjion  of  not  fpeak- 
ing  a8;ainll  the  Clergy  with  a  Chrijl-like  or 
Apoftolical  Spirit^ — of  too  much  Severity  in 
your  Zeal ;  and  when  you  fay  "  The 
Methodijis  for  fome  Time  have  laid  down 
a  Trade,  which  I  am  taking  up. 

And  how  am  I  taking  up  this  Trade  of 
V.iy,  \^.Calum7iy}    To  prove  this,  "  You  gather 
fome  of  my  Flowers  on  this  Occalion ; — 
This   Dangerous  and  Prefumptuous   Se5i — 
Strolling  Predicants — Itinerant   Enthu/iafts 
—  Methodiftical  Enthufiafis.''     To  which 
I  anfwer ;  If  this  be  Calunmy,  it  comes  out 
of  your  own  Mouth  :  you  have  confeff'ed,  or 
hoajied  of,  every  Word  and  Syllable  oi  it. 
P''.33>- — You   have  CojifeJJed  '-^  mingling   JVild- 
35-  _p)y^  vj'iih.  your  Zeal :    to  groundlefs  Pre- 

tences to  Infpiration^  to  impofing  your  own 
Spirit  upon  the  World  inftead  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  (the  very  EJJ'ence  of  Enthujiaf?n) 
you  plead  guilty :  Prefurnption  among  fome 
of  your  Sed:  you  readily  grant :  —  And 

you 
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you  boaft  o^wanderiyigivXo  fevcral  Parts  of  the  P-  '3.  4'- 

World,  as  a  Preacher  :    You  glory  in  taking 

the  Fields     And  now  I  readily  agree,  that 

"  thefe  /v/o7£^^r J  (growing  in  your  own  Gar^v.  18. 

de?i)  are  not  of  a  very  Scriptural  Scent.'' 

But  you  afk,  "  why  mufl  I  dijlurh  theV.  i8, 19. 
Dead^  rake  into  their  very  Afies^  and  call 
up  Mr.  Seward's  Ghoji  in  order  to  terrify 
the  Reader  ?  '*  If  this  be  fuch  a  Terrible 
Crime^  who  has  done  it  more  than  the 
Mcthodijis  ?  Who  more  than  yourfelfl  You 
have  treated  the  Author  of  the  ivhole  Duty 
of  Man^  and  Archbifhop  Tillotfon,  in  a 
moft  Scurrilous  Manner :  in  this  very 
Pamphlet  you  have  raked  into  the  Afies  of 
Luther,  Calvin^  Zui?igliu5y  Cranmer,  Rid- 
ley, and  Hooper 'y  nay  of  Paul  and  Bar-p,^^, 
nabas ;  and  have  freely  cenfured  their 
Faults.  You  urge,  "  that  Flowers  enough?.  1 8. 
might  have  been  gathered  out  of  Mr.  Wef- 
ley'sr  fournals  and  yours :  and  I  might  let 
your  dear  warm  Friend,  your  Fellow- 
Traveller  Seward,  lie  undifturbcd.  What 
hath  he  done?"  I  doubt,  Sir,  your  have 
been  dabbling  in  a  Play,  and  learned  your 
Reafoning  from  the  Facetious  Knight ; 
"  No,  my  good  Lord,  banifli  P^/^,  banifli 
''  Bardolph,  banifli  Poins ;  but  for  fweet 
*'  Jack  Falllaff,  kind  Jack  Falftaf,  true 
''Jack  Falftaff,  valiant  Jack  Falfiaff,^. 
*•  banifh  not  him. 

a  2  In 


(  xiv  ) 

In  plain  Truth,  (for  I  beg  Pardon  for 
raflily  touching  upon  a  Play)  Mr.  Seward 
Publifhed  a  'Journal  full  of  Calumny^  En-, 
thufiafnii  dangerous  and  prefumptiwus  Tenets, 
ftill  working  warpaly  in  the  Methodijis : 
but  he  muft  not  be  touched,  becaufe  he  is 
dead.  And  your  Pide  muft  be  acknow-r 
ledged  a  very  Expedient  one.  For  then^  had 
your^W  Self  d^\Q.iS  before  your  Kecantation, 
all  your  Confejj'ed  Falfities  and  Impofiures 
muft  have  palTed  ioi:  Sacred  Truths^  with- 
out any  Exammation  or  ContradiBion.  Then 
no  Antient  Heretic^  no  Infidel,  no  Enthu-, 
Jiajl,  no  Broacher  of  the  mo  ft  wicked  Doc- 
trines, could  ever  be  called  in  ^ejlion. 
And  (to  the  great  Comfort  of  your  Heart) 
then  the  Fanatical  wandering  Ghojis  of  St. 
Francis  and  Ignatius  had  not  been  called  up, 
to  haunt  and  Jlare  you  in  the  Face.  To 
make  you  as  eafy  as  I  can  y  — :-Seeing  I  fliall 
jiave  Qccafion  to  call  up  the  fatne  Gho/h 
again ;  I  give  you  previous  Notice,  that 
you  may  not  he  frighted. 

In  the  mean  Time  you  don't  coniider 
what  a  Fright  you  have  put  me  into.  For, 
befides  *'  leaving  me  to  Mr.  Weflefs  Cor- 
reBionf  you  bolt  out  fuddenly  with 
?.  30.  **  Something  iS  O  Extraordinary  in  my 
17th  Se5iion,  that  it  calls  for  a  Remarks. 
You  ftartle  me  5  you  put  me  in  a  Panh. 
But  I  muft  ftand  the  Shock.  —  Out  it 
comes,  that  "  I  have  called  Injiantaneous 

Converfion 
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Cowverfion  a  Fanatical  Peculiarity''  Is  this 
your  Sometbi?ig  S  O  Estraordinary  ?  I  fup- 
pole  ?iot.  It  mufl  lie  in  your  following 
Re7?2ark-y  **  I  prejume  Inilantaneous  Kc" 
"  generation  mufl  be  a  Fanatical  Peculiari" 
*'  ty  alfo.  What  then  becomes  of  that 
^'  Diatia  of  the  prefent  Age,  Baptijmal 
■'  Regeneration^  which  mufl  be  Injiantane-r- 
"  om^  "  By  this  Time  I  begin  to  recover 
piy  SenfeSy  and  be  able  to  [peak.  Tou^  Mr, 
JVhitefickiy  may  he  as  Frefuniptuom  as  you 
pleafe :  I  prefumed  not  to  lay  any  fuch 
Thing  :  I  neither  mentioned,  nor  thought 
pf,  Baptifmal  Regeneration.  But  IF  I 
had  ;  Oh !  how  you  would  chaflife  me  ? — 
I  anfwer  very  Laconically ^  I  F,— Moreover 
J  ajk  you,  why  you  will  talk  at  this  idUy 
and  even  wicked  Manner  ?  What  St,  Paul  Titus, 
exprefsly  calls  the  Wajlnng^  or  Laver,  of'  ^' 
RegcneratiQ72y  you  profanely  Chriflen  by  the 
Heathenijh  Name  of  Diana.  "  Baptifmal 
Regeneration  is  the  Diafia  of  the  prefent 
Age."  Take  again  therefore  your  own 
Words,  Tretty  Language  thisy  Sir  I  Such  P 
as  ought  once  more  to  bring  you  to 
your  PcJiitentialsy  and  extort  another  Alas  I 
Alas! 

Again,    you  charge  me  with    "  calling  f^  5,^ 
Ajjurancfs  of  Salvation  another  Trefu?nptu- 
ous   hnagination,'*      I   did   fo.      And  you 
return  to  your  old  prevaricating  Trick  of 
making  me  fayy  what  I  did  not  fay ;  and 

cbajiging 
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(^hanging  the  Term  by  flipping  in  the  Word 
Faith  inftead  of  Salvation,  you  immediate- 
ly aflc,  "  Is  Aflurance  of  Faith  then,  in 
"  your  Opinion,  a  Prefumptuoiis  Imagina- 
"  tio7iT'  Whence  you  run  on  Arguing^ 
— as  imifely  as  you  did  before. 

As  I  have  chiefly  confulted  your  'Joiir- 
p.  33, 34.  nals^  you  tell  me,  "  that  in  this  I  have  aded 
wifely  enough  for  my  Purpofe,  but  not 
candidly  j  fince  there  were  Later  Writings 
of  yours,  which  might  as  eafily  have  been 
procured."  Indeed,  Sir,  I  did  not  care  to^ 
loofe  fo  much  Time.  Nor  probably  would 
your  hater  Writings  turn  out  much  to 
your  Advantage,  But  fuppofing  the  befl, 
mind  the  Prettinefs  of  your  Argument :  — 
It  was  the  Comparer's  Purpofe  to  difcover 
Mr.  Whitejield's  Enthufiafms  j  and  therefore 
he  ought  not  to  look  for  them  where 
they  were  to  be  found,  but  where  they  were 
not. 

So  much  for  your  acute  and  judicious 
Remarks.  Let  us  proceed  to  your  Confejjion^ 
^''  5-  and  Recantation.  For  "  undeferving  as  my 
Pamphlet  was,  it  has  ferved  a  good  Purpofe, 
and  been  the  Means  of  your  reBifying  Some 
MifiakesJ'  And  you  have  kindly  given  us 
a  Lick  of  the  "  Honey  that  came  out  of  the 
Eater:* 

After  you  have  redfijied  your  Miflakes, 
P  2^.      and  Gonfefjed  themj  you  fay  indeed,  "  that 

this 
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this  was  not  extorted  from  you  by  my 
Pamphlet:"  Which  a  Captious  Perfon 
might  take  for  a  Sort  of  Self-Contradi£fion, 
But  I  regard  not  that ;  feeing  either  Way 
the  hiwQgood  Ttirpofe  is  ferved. 

Accordingly,  a  Regard  to  the  Common 
Benefit  inclines  me  to  enumerate  your  Re- 
traced Mi/lakes'j  and  Common  ^uftice  to 
acknowledge  a  great  Appearance  of  your 
Ingenuous  and  Sincere  Mind,  and  Conduct. 

"  You  confefs  too  much  Severity  in  yourp_  ,-^  ,g^ 
"  firft  Zeal,  by  far  too  much  againft  Arch- 
**  bilhop  Tillotfon : — Young  awakened  Per- P.  22, 34. 
*'  fons  are  apt  to  run  into  Extremes,  which 
"  fall  off  when  they  have  received  the 
"  Spirit  of  Adoption  y — youv  jfourna/s  were 
*'  fome  of  your  moft  early  Performances, 
**  in  the  very  Heights  of  your  firfl  Popu- 
*'  larity  ;  which  is  apt  to  make  xhtjirongeft 
*'  Head  run  giddy ^  and  do  Things,  which 
"  After  -  Experience  and  riper  Judgment 
"  teach  them  to  correB  and  amend. — You  p.  27/. 
"  retradt  with  all  your  Heart  your  having 
"  defired  or  prayed  for  lll-UJage,  'Terje- 
"  cution.  Martyrdom^  Deaths  Sec.  as  pro- 
*'  ceeding  from  an  Irregular,  though  well- 
"  meant.  Zeal-,  now  finding  yourfelf  no 
"  Ways  fo  difpofed. — As  to  the  Dodrine  of  P.  31. 
"  Ajj It  ranees,  you  readily  grant  that  fome 
"  of  the  Methodifls  who  really  had  not  this 
"  Afj'urancc,  have  Prcfumptuoujly  imagined 
"  they  had  it ;  there  being  Counterfeit  as 

"  well 
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P.  38.  <c  ^^jj  ^g  Current  Coin. — You  confefs,  you 
"  were  followed  with  the  Hofannas  of  the 
"  Multitude ;  and  your  too  flrong  Ex- 
"  preflions  concerning  Abfolute  Reproba- 
"  tion ;  —  and  your  expofing   your   Friend 

P.  59.  "  Mr.  Wejley  :  —  that  in  the  ColkBion  of 
"  Letters  (written  by  the  Methodifts)  many 
"  Things  were  very  Exceptionable ;  which 
"  therefore  have  been  Suppreffed  for  fome 
"  Years:  —  that  you  don't  now  approve  of 
"  making  a  Lottery  of  the  Scriptures :  — 

P.  40, 41."  that  your  Mijhkes  and  Blunders  have 
"  been  frequent  j  and  when  you  are  made 
"  fenfible  of  any  more,  they  fliall  be  pub- 
"  lidkly  acknowledged  and  retraced :  —  that 
"  when  you  carried  high  Sail,  running 
"  through  a  whole  Torrent  of  Popularity 
"  and  Contempt,  you  have  been  in  Danger 

P.  42.  «  of  overfetting :  —  that  you  mentioned 
"  Divine  Communications  with  fome  De- 

P.  43.  "  grees  of  Vanity  :  Something  of  our  own 
"  Imagination  may  pojjibly  be  blended  with 
"  Methodifm ;  nay,  that  Imagination  has 
"  mixed  itfelf  with  the   Work  cannot  be 

P-  45'  ''  denied: — You  confefs  many  Offences  and 
"  Divifions  among  yourfelves,  and  own  it 
"  miifl  needs  be  that  fuch  Offences  come." 
—  Laftly,  when  I  charged  the  Methodijls 
with  ftealing  the  Sacred  Fire  from  Heaven, 
by  bold  Pretences  to  Revelations,  Infpira- 
tions.  Sec.  and  aflced  where  will  thefe  bold 
Enthuffajls  Jkp  ?    (  Compar,   p.  48. )  your 
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Reply  is,  **  I  anfwer  for  om,  even  here^ 
"  Sir.  And  I  will  freely  and  readily  ac- 
"  knowledge^  that  you  and  others  have  had 
*^  too  much  Occafion  for  Rejle5iion^  by 
^'  feveral  Things  that  have  been  unwarily 
"  dropped  up  and  down  in  my  'Joiirnah'* 

Remember  then,  that  by  flopping  here 
you  give  up  the  remaining  Parts,  and  plead 
guilty  to  the  moft  Capital  Articles  of  my 
Charge  j  which  were,  "  Divine  Prejences^ 
particularly  Chrift  vijible  in  the  Sacrament, 
fitting  at  the  Head  of  the  T^able^  and  talk'^ 
ing  to  Mr.  Whitejield  -, — familiar  Communis 
cations^  and a7norous  Converfations  with  God', 
; —  Extraordinary  Revelations^  Infpiration  j 
Special  Directions  J  MiJJionSy  and  Calls-, 
Ecjlacies  and  Fijiofis,  &c." 

I  would  now  proceed  to  your  famous 
^enite?itial  Letter  of  RetraBations :  but 
defire  firfl:  to  make  a  few  Obfervations  upon 
the  above  Confejjioiis. 

As  to  thofe  Extremes  common  in  your 
young  Perfons,  and  falling  off  when  they 
receive  the  Spirit  of  Adoption  -,  pray  ac- 
quaint us  with  the  precife  Time  of  your  own 
receiving  it,  that  we  may  be  certified  when 
you  got  clear  of  all  fuch  Extremes,  and 
attained  a  Ji/Jl  Medium. 

When  you  nial;c  Excufes  for  your 
groundlefs  Pretences  to  Lifpiratiofiy  a  Di- 
vine Comtnifion,  &c.  on  Account  of  your 
moft  early  Days,  and  in  the  Height  of  your 
b  firfl 


firft  TopuJarify,  when  your  Head  was 
gukfy  ',  you  hereby  confefs,  that  you  was 
Pio/i  Topular,  when  you  was  the  greateft 
Ltar ;  bed  loved  and  admired ^  when  you 
feduced  the  Multitude  by  Cheat  and  /w- 
pofture.  And  what  a  ^«^  Compliment  is 
this  to  your  Followers  Under /landings  and 
your  O'W^  Integrity  ?  What  Fools  have 
you  made  of  thcfn^  and  what  a  X^-^  of 
yourfelf? 

When  you  received  the  Hofanna's  of  the 
Multitude  J  I  really  thought  it  jn  Error  of 
the  Prefs  for  Huzza' s.  But  you  confefs 
P'  3^-  that  "  Ho  fauna  was  your  own  Word  : 
'Wrong  and  unguarded^  but  not  intended  to 
convey  a  ^Frojane  Idea''  Wrong  and  un- 
guarded I  What  a  tender  Expreffion  of  this  - 
great  Offence  ?  And  how  poffibly  could 
your  own  Mind  abftracfl  from  IProfanenefs 
—^cci  Application  to  yourfelf  of  the  Divifie 
Honour  paid  to  the  Adorable  Redeemer  oi 
Mankind?  The  Word  indeed  hath  for- 
merly been  ufed  in  Acclafnations  to  fome 
outrageous  Enthufafts.  And  particularly, 
Sir  fames  Ware  (Hunting  of  the  RomtJJo 
Fox,  P.  229 — )  relates  of  "  one  Afith. 
Nugent,  a  Popijh  Friefi,  that  he  was  one 
of  fames  Naylt^'s  Difciples,  and  went 
before  him  through  the  Streets  of  BriJioJ, 
crying  out  Hofanna.'"  I  prefume  you  again 
*■  thank  me  for  acquainting  you  with  thefe 

former 
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former  InfianceSy  and  are  glad  tjiey   were 
pra(5tired  in  our  Nation  feveral  Years  ago." 

Whereas  you  was  in  Danger  of  over-^ 
Jetting  from  a  Torrent  of  Popularity  and 
Contempt ;  —  I  congratulate  you  on  your 
prefent  lejs  dangerous  Situation  :  your  Popic^ 
larity  is  pretty  well  over  j  for  the  other — 
you  muft  take  your  Chance. 

Whereas  you  fay,  "  The  Offences  and 
Divifions  among  yourfelves  were  about 
fome  Non-EJjentials  3 " — Is  this  the  Truth  t 
And  will  you  Jtafid  to  your  Words  ?  Can 
differing  about  No?i~EJ]entials  be  reconciled 
to  your  accufing  each  other  of  preaching 
Damnable  and  EJJentially-Errofieous  Doc- 
trines, —  horrid  Blafphemies,  another  Gofpel^ 
&c?  (Which  will  appear  anon.)  This 
being  the  Cafe,  'tis  plain  you  quarrelled 
about  Effentialsj  or  elfe  you  are  mutually 
Falfe  Accufers  of  your  Breihren.  Either 
Way,  there  is  fomething  Ejjmtially  Vn- 
chrtjlian  among  you. 

But  come  we  now  to  your  Pe?2itential 
Letter^  wherein  fome  of  your  Cant  is  Re^ 
canted,  and  we  are  taught  to  corlfefs  your 
ingenuous  and  fmcere  Dealing.  "  To  con-p^  .■ 
vince  me  that  this  is  the  real  Language  of 
your  Heart,  and  not  extorted  by  my 
Pamphlet,  you  produce  an  Extradi  of  a 
Letter  to  a  worthy  Friend  in  South  Ca^ 
rolina ;  and  publiilied,  with  very  little 
b  2  Altiration^ 
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Alferatiotty  in  Scotland  Months  ago.  Dated 
ytine  24,  1748."  Whereby  I  am  indeed 
convinced  of  your  Temper.  You  will  do 
nothing  by  Compuljion:  nothing  (hall  be 
Extorted  from  you.  But  let  you  alone; 
and  you  will  confefs  as  much  Enthufiajm 
and  Impojiure  as  one  could  wifh.  May  I 
have  the  Liberty,  Sir,  to  afk.  Why  this 
Conjejjion  was  fent  privately  to  a  Friend  in 
Carolina^  and  not  to  your  own  Countrymen  ? 
Why  did  you  fuffer  your  Followers  to  lie  fo 
long  under  a  Delufion  ?  And  not  publifh 
your  Recantation  immediately,  as  foon  as 
you  found  yourfelf  both  deceivi7ig^  and 
being  deceived?  Why  publiflied  in  Scotland 
rather  than  in  England  ?  And  who  knows 
whether  this  Part  of  the  Nation  would  have 
been  blefled  with  any  Publication,  unlefs 
it  had  been  extorted  by  my  Tamphlet  f 

That  you  may  have  full  Jujiice  done 
you,  and  as  your  farther  Retraitation  will 
appear  cleareft  in  your  own  Words,  it  may 
be  proper  to  reprint  the  Letter. 


Ofi, 
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On  Board  the  Brigg  Betfey,    Captain    p.  35. 
Efteen  Commander^ 

June  24^^,  1748. 

Reverend  Sir, 

YEfterday  I  made  an  End  of  reviling 
all  my  Journals— Blefled  be  God 
for  letting  me  have  Leifure  to  do  it — -I 
purpofe  to  have  a  new  Edition  before  I 
fee  America  —  Alas  1  Alas !  in  how 
many  Things  have  I  judged,  and  adted" 
wrong  !  I  have  been  too  rafli  and  hafty 
in  giving  Chara(flers  both  of  Places  and 
Perfons — Being  fond  of  Scripture  Lan- 
guage^ I  have  often  ufed  a  Style  too 
Apojhlical^  and  at  the  fame  Time  I  have 
been  too  bitter  in  my  Zeal — Wild-fire 
has  been  mixed  with  i- ;  and  I  find  I 
have  frequently  wrote  and  fpoke  too' 
much  in  my  own  Spirit,  when  I  thought 
I  was  writing  and  fpeaking  entirely  by 
the  Affiftance  of  the  Spirit  of  God — I 
have  likewlfe  too  much  made  Impref- 
fions,  without  the  written  Word  my 
Rule  of  ad:ing  ;  and  too  foon,  and  too 
explicitely,    publiQied   what  had  better 

■.  been  kept  in  longer,  or  left  to  be  told 
after  my  Death.     By   thefe  Things,  I 

\  have  giveti  fome  ^rong  Touches  to  God's 

"  Ark 
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"  Ark,  hurt  the  bleffed  Caufe  I  would 
"  defend,  and  flirred  up  needlefs  Oppofi- 
*'  tion — This  has  humbled  me  much  fince  I 
"  have  been  on  Board,  and  made  me  think 
**  of  a  Saying  of  Mr.  Henry's,  Jofeph  had 
"  ?nore  Jionejly  than  he  Jyad  Tolicy,  or  he 
*'  nc'cer  would  ha've  told  of  his  Dreams — At 
"  the  fame  Time,  I  cannot  but  blefs,  arid 
"  praife,  and  magnify  that  good  and  graci- 
"  ous  God,  who  imparted  to  me  fo  much 
"  of  his  holy  Fire,  and  carried  me,  a  poor 
"  weak  Youth,  through  fuch  a  Torrent 
"  both  of  Popularity  and  Contempt,  and 
"  fet  fo  many  Seals  to  my  unworthy  Mi- 
"  niflrations — I  blefs  him  for  ripening  my 
"  Judgment  a  little  more,  for  giving  me  to 
"  fee,  confefs,  and  I  hope  in  fome  Degree 
*  *  to  correB  and  amend  fome  of  its  Miftakes 
*'  — I  thank  God  for  giving  me  Grace  to 
**  embark  fh  fuch  a  bleffed  Caufe,  and  pray 
"  him  to  give  me  Strength  to  hold  on, 
"  and   increafe  in  Zeal  and  Love  to  the 

"  End Thus,    dear  Sir,    I  have   un- 

"  burdened  my  Heart  to  you  —  I  look 
"  upon  you  to  be  my  Fidus  Achates,  and 
*v'  therefore  deal  thus  freely. — If  I  have 
*'  Time  and  Freedom  before  we  land,  I 
"  think  to  begin  and  write  a  lliort  Account 
"  of  what  has  happened  for  thefe  feven 
"  Years  laO:  paffc ;  and  when  I  get  on  Shore, 
"  God  willing,  I  purpofe  to  revife  and 
«'  corred  the  firft  Part  of  my  Life." — 

The 
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The  Principal  Point  here,  and  what  im- 
mediately ftrikes  the  Eye,  is  your  free  Con- 
fejjion^  and  doleful  Lamentation  of  having 
frequently  Impofed  upon  the  World,  and 
fcduccd  your  Followers,  by  Falfiood  and 
Deceit ;  and  that  too  in  a  Matter  of  the 
highejl  Concern,  the  Salvation  of  their  Souls, 
You  have  Confefled  yourfelf  an  Enthtijiafty 
and  confequently  jiifiijied  me  in  bringing 
fuch  a  Charge.  "  In  many  Things  ad:ed 
and  judged  wrong,  been  bitter,  particularly 
in  giving  CharaSlers.''  Which  proves  your 
Trade  of  Calumny.  "  Often  ufed  a  Style 
too  Apojlolical.''  And  why  will  you  con- 
tinue it,  and  fo  often,  again  in  this  very 
Famphlct  ?  ^^  Wild-jire  has  been  7nixed 
with  your  Zeal,  and  with  God's  Holy 
Fire;  —  you  have  wrote  and  fpoke  in  your 
own  Spirit,  and  put  it  upon  the  World 
entirely  for  the  Spirit  of  Gcr/;— ©have  made 
ImpreJJions,  and  not  the  written  Word  of 
God,  your  Ride  of  ABingy  And  this  I 
hope  you  will  own  to  be  Genuine  Enthu^ 
fiafm,  and  in  the  bad  Senfe  of  the  Word. 

Thefe  Things  you  have  Acknowledged^ 
Bewailed,  and  Retraced:  and  would  be 
thought,  no  Doubt,  to  ad:  Ingenuouflyy 
and  fpeak  Sincerely. 

Confidering  therefore  all  your  Confcjjions 
and  Retractations  of  your  Fanatical  Sallies, 
had  I  the  Honour  and  Happinefs  of  being 
one  of  your  Se£ii  I  fhould  propofe  an  Ad^ 

drefs 
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drefs  to  you  (with  great  Submiffion)  in  the 
following  Manner.  "  We  are,  Sir,  of  the 
"  Number  of  thofe,  who  have  attended 
*'  your  Terfon  and  DoBrine -,  allured  by 
''  yom  fanBified 'Pretences^  and  high  Claims. 
"  Being  perfwaded  firfl  into  a  bad  Opinion 
"  of  onr  proper  Pa/iors  and  Churches ,  we 
"  followed  you  into  the  Streets,  the  Fields 
"  and  Defarts.  We  crowdedy  hugged,  kiffed 
"  you  J  made  you  Trefents  and  Entertain 
**  ments  receiving  you  as  an  Apojlle,  or 
*'  Angel  from  Heaven .  And  this  too  at  the 
"  very  Juncture  of  'Time,  when  you  was 
"  the  moft  Deceitful  Worker,  and  grievouf- 
"  ly  [educing  your  precious  Lambs.  For 
*'  at  length  v^^e  find  you  declaring,  that 
"  your  Infallible  In/lrutliofis,  and  which 
"  we  devoured  as  fo  many  Oracles,  were 
*'  but  fo  many  Mifakes,  Blunders,  or  Lies. 
"  Your  being  guided  by  hnpulfcs  and  Ini- 
***  pycffons,  and  teaching  us  to  depend  upon 
'*  'them  as  certain,  is  now  acknowledged 
"  to  be  a  precarious  and  even  falfe  Rule, 
'*  ufurping  the  Place  of  God's  Word: 
"-  Though  you  once  allured  us,  it  was  as 
'-*  eafy  to  know  when  the  Spii'it  made  an 
""  Jniprejion  on  the  Soul,  as  to  feel  and 
*'  know  when  the  Wind mdkts  an  Impref- 
"  fion  on  the  Body.  You  taught,  that 
'*  our  Ajjlirance  of  Salvation  was  clearly 
*'  written  upon  the  Heart,  as  by  a  Su7i^ 
^IBcam;  whereas  now,    Alas!  Alas!   we. 

"  only 
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**  only   Prefumptuoiijly   imcigi?icd  that   we 
"  had    it.     You    made    your   Boafl:   of   a 
*'  Divi?2e  Mijjion  ;    Special  Calk  and  Di- 
"  reBiom  from  Heaven  y,  InfpirationSy   Com- 
"  municationSj  Converfations    Face  to   Face 
*'  with  God ;  which  by  your  later  Accoimty 
"  and  ConfeJHon^  were  all  77iere  Fancy y  and 
"  FiBion^  and  the  Produd:  of  a  fertile  In- 
"  vention.     You    have   climbed  up,     and 
"  Jlole    the    facred    Fire     from    Heaven ; 
"  have   even    Deified    yourfelf,    and   put 
"  your   owii   Spirit   in    the    Seat    of    the 
**  Holy    Gho/i.      You    confefs    you    have 
**  fcattered  Wildfire  among   us,    whereby 
"  we  felt  flrange   and  unufual  Burnings, 
"  and  fome  of  us  have  been  terrified  out 
"  of  Giir  Senfrs ;  without  any  Warning  to 
"  keep  our  Dijlance,  out  of  the  Reach  of 
"  this  dangerous  Cotnpofition.     Seeing  then 
**  you  have   thus  ihammed   us'  off  with 
"  Counterfeit  Coin  inftead  of  true  Sterlings 
*'  and  have  ov/ned  yourfelf  a  Cheat   and 
*'  Impojior ;     what  remains,     but  to  leave 
*'  you  to  yourfelf,  and  return  to  our  native 
"  Fold  ?    A  Stranger  will  we  not  follow, 
*'  but  will  flee  from  him  ;    who  Confcjjedly 
"  came  not  in  by  the  Door,  but  climbed  up 
"  feme  other  Way.     Remember,  that  at  befl 
^'  you  are  now  but  a  common  Mortal^  upon 
"  a  Level  with  ordinary  Churchmen :  ftrip- 
"  ped     of    your    Extraordinary    Cekftial 
"  Endowments,  and  Supernatural  Powc^-j, 
c  "  you 
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**  you  can  henceforth  only  make  a  Figure 
"  from  your  natural  or  acquired  Abilities.'' 

Oh !    what  a  Fall  is  there  ? 

I  was  going  on  ;  but  am  fuddenly 
flopped  by  your  feafonable  Monition ; 
P.  20.  "  But  hold,  Sir :  And  before  you  run 
"  yourfelf  quite  out  of  Breath,  I  intreat 
"  you  to  ftop  a  little,  while  I  put  to  you 
"  a  few  ^ejlions.  Believe  you  that  I  am 
"  perfed:ly  in  cameji^  and  have  made  an 
"  Ahfolute  Rcca?2tatio?if  Do  not  I  infert 
"  divers  Softenijigs,  Referves,  Salvo's,  and 
"  Exceptions  to  my  general  Confejjion  V' — 
I  cry  your  Mercy,  Sir;  'tis  very  true.  And, 
to  fave  you  the  Trouble,  I  fliall  recollecft 
fome  of  them :  But  then,  I  fear,  fome 
Doubts  may  arife  about  your  Sincerity, 
Accordingly  here  follows  an  imperfeSl  and 
7'ough  Draught  of  what  you  might  trtiely 
andjuftly  plead  -,  and  to  which  I  fhall  not 
have  the  Face  to  make  any  ObjeBion. 

"  Whereas  I  George  White  field  have 
"  made  ample  ConjeJJion  and  RetraBation 
**  of  my  Efithu/iafms  and  Impofiures;  I  do 
**  hereby  (to  prevent  all  MifconJirtiBion) 
*'  claim  the  Privilege  of  explai?ii?ig  myfelf, 
**  in  what  Senfe,  and  how  far,  my  Words 
*'  are  to  be  underftood.  Saving  to  myfelf 
**  like  wife  the  Benefit  of  future  Ex-- 
*'  ccptionsj  &c.     In  general  1   plead,  that 
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in  my  deepejl  Confeffions  of  my  moft 
heinous  Offences,  I  only  acknowledge 
MiJiakeSj  or  Blunders^  fpeaking  and 
writing  fome  ivrong  and  unguarded 
Things i  Things  unwarily  dropped  up  and 
down^  Want  of  Caution^  with  other  tender 
and  gentle  Expreflions.  And  Malice 
itfelf  mud  allow  thefe  Softenings  to  be 
an  Extenuation  of  Guilt.  —  Moreover, 
even  of  thefe  Mifiakes^  &c.  I  have  not 
relinquillied,  nor  dejired  to  relinquifli, 
All'y  but  only  a  Fart  of  them  j  and  that 
Part  too  not  Entirely.  For  my  very 
Words  are,  *  I  blefs  God  for  ripening  my 
Judgment  a  little  more^  for  giving  me  to 
fee  and  Confefs^  and  1  hope  in  fame  Degree 
to  corred:  and  amend  fome  of  my  Mif^ 
takes.'  And  am  I  not  here  fufficiently 
upon  the  Referve  '^ — 'Tis  true,  I  confefs 
and  lament  many  Falfjoods  and  Enthufi- 
fifns  publifhed  in  my  fournals :  but  'tis 
true  alfo,  that  I  am  only  forry  for  doing 
this  *  too  foon,  and  too  explicitely  j  and 
declare  that  what  I  am  now  afhamed  of 
had  been  better  kept  in  longer^  or  left  to 
be  told  after  my  Death'  And  hereby 
I  might  have  avoided  this  Shame  of  a 
Rrmntaiion:  a  noble  Legacy  had  been 
kit  to  the  Bands  and  Societies ;  who 
would  have  been  entitled  to  the  Honour 
and  Profits  ariiing  from  my  pious  Fal- 
lacies: my  UNtruths  2ind  Deceits  had  never 
c  2  been 
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"  been  known  j  becaufe  no  Cmidid  Perfon 
"  would  have  raked  hito  my  AJhes  to  con- 
*'  traditfl  me  ;  and  I  could  not  have  con- 
"  tradid:ed  fnyfelf. — I  do  indeed  publickly 
"  acknowledge  that  my  Dreams  were  not 
*'  from  Heaven,  but  mere  IllufionsoJ  Fancy  : 
*'  and  yet  obferve  how  Artfully  I  compare 
"  my  Cafe  with  that  of  yofeph  ;  and  fay, 
"  that  my  publifhing  them  as  Divine 
*'  might  perhaps  be  Impolitic,  but  was  no 
*■   Impeachment  of  my  H(5;;f/?)'. — 

*^  To  be  more  particular.  As  to  Vanity 
"  and  Pride, — I  have  often  confefTed  and 
"  bewailed  the  Nai/ghtitiefs  of  ?ny  proud 
"  Heart -J  and  when  proud  HelliJJj  Thoughts 
"  ufed  to  crowd  in  upon  me,  have  Prayed 
*'  to  God,  '  Give  me  Humility,  or  I  perifh.' 
*'  - — But  pray  remember  how  \  jojten  this 
"  into  -fovic  Degrees  of  Vanity,  and  thofe 
"  €\t:atv  .imobfer'')ed  ov  forgotten  :  and  that  I 
"  ftill  defire  to  retain  a  proper  Share  of  decent 
I  Dealing/'  Pride.  For  when  my  FJeart  was  ftirred 
P-  /*•  *'  up  to  pray  againft  Spiritual  Pride,  my 
"  exprefs  Words  were,  that  God  would 
**  always  keep  me  humbled  only  in  fotne 
^V  Mccfkire'.  The  very  ivorft  and  higheji 
".Inftance  of  Vanity,  that  of  applying 
^\Hfa?ina's  to  my  dear  Self,  which  too 
^'  hath  laid  me  low  before  God  and  Man:, 
"  — this  I  hate  brought  down  to  a  Thing 
p.  38.  *'  wrong  and  unguarded,  but  not  intended 
f'  to  convey  a  Profane  Idea. 

?'  I  have 
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"  I  have  maintained  the  Dodrine  of 
"  Abfolute  Reprobation  iojiijly,  and  to  that 
"  Degree^  as  to  be  charged  by  Mr.  Wejley 
^'  with  horrid  Blafphemy  j  and  my  Ejiemies 
"  fay,  he  hath  confuted  me  in  a  flrong 
"  and  mafterly  Manner.  But  by  my  Con- 
"  JkH^^^  ^^^^^  dwindles  away  into  my  having 
"  dropped  fome  too  jlrong  Exprejftons. — 

"  If  I  am  forced  to  own  that  I  have 
"  traduced  the  Clergy  j  but  for  fome  Time 
*'  laid  down  the  lixidt  o^  Defamation  -,  you  p.  i^-iS. 
"  fee  how  foon  I  take  it  up  again  ;  and 
"  defend  myfelf  by  the  Example  of  the 
"  Apojlles  y  (though  I  own  not  with  the 
'■'■  fame  Spirit,  or  Authority)  and  make' 
"  them  as  great  Sla?jderers  as  myfelf. 

"  Tf  I  lamentably  acknowledge  my  hav- 
"  ing  often  ufed  a  Style  too  Apojiolical ; 
"  you  fee  how  quickly  and  frequently 
"  I  dart  up  again  in  the  Form  of  an 
"  Apoftle. 

**  One  of  my  moft  important  2iV\^  glaring 
"  Recantations  is  this.  The  Author  of  the 
"  Comparifon  afking,  *  Where  will  thefe 
"  bold  Enthufwfis  Stop  ? '  Proceeds  to  our 
"  moH  avowed  but  moft  Prefumptuous 
"  Claims  of  Infpirationy  Revelations,  Com- 
*'  ?minic('!tions  with  God,  Special  Calls, 
*'  Divine  Miffiojis,  and  the  like.  Here  Ip  ,„_ 
*'  Indantly  fop  fiort  ;  am  pricked  in  Con- 
"  fcience,  howl  and  cry,  renounce  and 
**  give    up    thefe    Blafphemous    Pretences. 

But 
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"  But  then  fail  not  to  obferve  with  what 

"  Softening  and   Referve  I  make  my  Re- 

"  treat.     They  are  Things  unwarily  drop- 

*^  ped  up  and  down  in  my  'Journals.     And 

p.  41,42.  *'  I  pofitively  inlift,  that  fome  of  my  In- 

*'  fpirations,    &c.     are    not  groundlefs  and 

"  -pretended^   but  really  from   above.     Ac- 

"  cordingly  mind  how  I  have  confounded 

"  the  Ingenious  Author  of  Confiderations  on 

*'  the  Converjion  and  Apoftlefdip  of  St.  Paul ; 

"  who  has  ventured  roundly  to  Aflert  that 

**  ALL  the  Divine  Communications^    II- 

'^^  -luminations  and  Eflacies  of  the  Methodijis 

'"  fprung  from  no  other  Sources  but  Self- 

"  Conceit^    Vapour s^    and  Imagination.      I 

"  fiy,  this  is  quite  unbecoming  fo  Toung 

"  a   Convert.      Nor    fhall    I  regard    any 

"  Reply,  as  if  this  were  a  malicious  or  un- 

"  mannerly  Reflexion   upon   an   Lxcellent 

"  Terjon  ;  or  quite  mifbecoming  me^  who 

'*  was  fo  Toung  a  Convert  to  Knthufialm^  and 

^^  but   fo  Toung  a  Convert  again  to  fomc 

■^*  fmail  Share  of  Common  Senfe.     This  is  a 

■"  mere  Trife,  in  Comparifon  of  the  Ad- 

"  vantage  I  gain  by  my  Referves  and  Ex- 

"  ceptions :    whereby  it    lies    ftill    in   my 

"  Power  to  fix  what  Portion  I  pleafe  of  my 

**  Fancies    and    Pretences  upon   Heaven  j 

"  and  henceforward  to  put  the  fame  Trick 

•"  again  upon  the  Dear  Innocent  Lambs. 

"  Nor  can  the  Comparer  himfelf  efcape 
^*  the  Effects  of  my  Saint-like  Artifice  and 

**  M<^fJi^gsftJ^tit.* 


(  xxxlii  ) 

"  Management,  I  own  the  Enthti/iafms 
"which  he  has  fer retted  out  of  my 
**  'Journals:  but  then  I  have  cunningly 
**  lent  him  to  an  empty  Bury,  my  later 
"  Writings,  where  he  can  find  nothing. — 
"  I  own  too,  fome  of  his  Fopiflo  Parallels 
''  are  exadt  enough.  But  what  am  I  the 
"  worfe  for  treading  in  a  Popifh  Track  ? 
*'  Once,  or  twice,  however,  I  have  fairly 
"  caught  him  without  any  Parallel  at  all ; 
*'  and  fo  left  him  to  that  poor  Excuje, 
"  that  fome  of  our  Enthufiajms  are  zin- 
^'  example d. 

"  What  Wounds  I  have  given  to  Me^ 
"  thodifm  by  my  Confejfmis,  I  endea- 
*'  vour  to  bind  up  again,  and  heal.  • 
"  Have  I  given  any  -wrong  'Touches  to  God's 
"  Ark'^  Still  I  fay,  it /j  God's  Ark.  Me- 
"  thodifm  is  ftill  God's  Caufe,  the  Bleff'ed 
"  Cauje,  I  ftill  glory  in  having  taken  the 
"  Fieldj  continue  the  Trade,  and  will  con- 
"  tinue  it,  while  I  can  get  Cujtomers.  If 
"  our  Zeal  be  Irregular,  'tis  likewife  ivell- 
"  meant.  If  Counterfeit  Coin  be  ftirring 
"  amongfl  us,  we  deal  in  fome  True 
*'  Sterling.  Though  I  have  been  throw- P.  45- 
<'  ing  about  my  Wild-fir e,  'tis  qualified 
"  with  a  Mixture  of  God's  holy  Fire. 
"  Though  I  confefs  it  Undeniable  that 
"  Imagination  has  mixed  itfelf  with  the 
"  Work  of  M.ethodifm  ;  yet  in  the  very  pre- 
"  ceding  Words   it  comes  with  a  double 

"  Peradvc?2turey 
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"  Peradnjentiire,  '  Something  of  our  own 
*'  Imagination  may  pojjibly  be  blended 
"  with  it.' 

*'  As  to  the  grievous  parrels  and  Broils 
"  among  ourfelves  j — 'tis  true,  we  accufed 
"  each  other  of  teaching  Damnable  Doc^ 
*'  triiieSj  DoBrijtes  'EjjeJttially  -  'Erroneous, 
*'  a  New,  and  Another  Gofpel,  ^c.  Bat 
"  I  have  now  whittled  away  all  thefe  rough 
"  and  hard  Names,    and   fmoothed    them 

P-  45-  "  down  into  '  Offences  and  Divifions  about 
"  fome  ]SJon-E[le?jtials,  fuch  as  muft  iieeds 
"  be  among  good  Men.'  And  however 
"  intemperate  and  ragirig  our  Heats  may 
*'  be  fuppofed,  I  prove  they  were  not 
*'  properly  the  Effeds  of  our  oison  Spirit  -, 

P.  46.  «'  becaufe  Satan  flood  clofe  by  us,  blow- 
*'  ing  up  the  Coalsy  in  order  to  raife  a 
"  Smoke,  to  blacken  the  Work  of  God, 
"  And  whatever  be  the  Guilt,  I  have  taken 
"  Care  that  our  Firfi  Rejormers,  and  even 
"  Barnabas  and  Paul,  fhall  come  in  for 
"  Snacks,  and  be  as  bad  as  ourfelves. 
!  "  J'-*^?^  now,    my   Friends,     whether 

"the  Spirit  of  Whiteheld  is  not  Jiill  the 
**  fa77ie  F  Whether  by  thefe  Saving  ClaufeSy 
"  Softenings  and  Exceptions,  I  have  not 
"  in  (ojne  Meafure  Unconfefjed  my  Confeffions^ 
"  and  RetraBed  my  RetraSfations  ?  My 
**  Enemies  perhaps  may  be  fo  very  un- 
•**  reafonable,  as  to  charge  me  with  Saying 
"  and  Unfaying,   Prevarication  and  Incon- 

"  fifiency. 
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**  fiftencyy  'Difmgentdty  and  In/inccrify, 
''  Bat  when  the  Way  of  Duty  is  the  Way  P.  37. 
*'  of  Safety y  I  regard  not  Confequences.  I 
*'  have  plainly  proved,  that  at  prefent  Ip.  25. 
**  am  too  Serious  to  make  Sport  with  my 
"  own  Deceivings ;  and  they  are  very  wel- 
"  come  to  confer  what  'Title  upon  me 
"  they  pleafe." 

I  am,  Sir,  a  little  afraid  that  fome 
Doubts  may  arife  about  your  Sincerity. 
But  for  my  Part,  I  acknowledge  your  Flea 
to  be  true-,  and  fhall  keep  my  Word  and 
Promife  of  making  710  ObjeBion.  How- 
ever, for  this  Inftance  of  my  Love  and 
Friendfljipy  I  may  expedt  you  to  pay  fome 
Regard  to  my  Advice,  as  to  the  following 
Particulars :  (  wherein  too  all  Methodijis 
have  Reafon  and  Right  to  join)  efpecially 
as  you  fay,  and  your  Demi-Recantation 
proves,  that  "  you  are  not  altogether  In- 
corrigible.'' 

You  begin  your  Fenitential  Epi/lle  thus  :^-  35-37' 
*'  Yeftcrday  I  made  an  End  o[  Revi/Fng  all 
**  my  'Jcur?2als."  May  it  not  be  Expedient 
to  revife  them  again,  and  again  ;  that  all 
Mijlakes  may  be  ReSlifitdi  For  you  add, 
"  Alas !  Alas  !  in  how  7na?iy  Things  have 
"  I  judged  and  a6led  wrong."  For  the 
Sake  of  Truth  and  Right,  fpccify  exactly 
in  what  F articular s.  "  I  have  been  too 
*'  rajl:  and  ha  fly  in  my  Charatters  of  Places 
**  and  Terfons.''     Take  care  to  do  Jujlice 

d  t9 
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to  fuch  as  may  have  lojl  their  good  Name ; 
and  make  Rejiitution^  as  becomes  a  'True 
penitent.  "  I  have  often  ufed  a  Style  too 
^'^  • -Apojiolicaiy  Be  FunBual^  in  relating 
fairly  njohen  you  fpoke  as  an  Apojlle^  and 
when  not,  "  I  have  been  too  hitter^ 
Let  nothing  but  Horiey  drop  from  your 
Ten.  "  I  have  mixed  Wild-fire  with  my 
**  Zeal,  and  with  Go^'^  Holy  Firer  A 
fine  Compojition^  Sir,  this !  But  difiingutfii 
precifely  the  Froportions  j  fay  when  and 
where  you  were  this  T)angerous  Incendiary  j 
feparate  your  Sulphur  and  other  Combuftible 
Ingredients ;  Extingui/lo  the  Flames  ,  cool 
your  Brain,  and  meddle  no  more  with 
Wildfire.  *'  I  have  frequently  wrote  and 
*'  fpoke  in  my  own  Spirit,  when  I  thought 
**  it  entirely  the  Spirit  of  God:'  An  £/^ 
fentially-Enthiifiafiic  ^nd  fiat al  Prefiimption  ! 
Be  therefore  very  ExaB  and  Explicit  in 
determining  what  came  from  God,  and 
what  from  the  Delufion  of  Fancy.  And 
when  you  have  done  this,  your  Readers 
and  Followers  will  expedt  fome  clear  and 
difiinguifi:i77g  Marks,  how  they  may  judge 
for  the  future  between  Divine  Injpiration, 
and  the  Operations  of  your  own  Mind. 
Retire  into  your  Mint-Office ;  call  in  all 
your  Counterfeit  Coin;  melt  it  down  • 
Circulate  no  more  bafe  Money.  Let  your 
new  Coinage  be  all  true  Standard,  and  with 
a  Mark  that  may   certainly   be  depended 

upon. 
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upon. — To  this  End,  perufe  diligently  and 
calmly  my  Comparifon^  which  will  afford 
you  fome  gentle  but  iififiil  Hints  towards 
your  CorreBions  and  Emendatiofjs.  Thumb 
it  by  Day-j  and  dreavi  of  it  by  Night. — 
"  I  have  too  much  made  Imprejjions^  with- 
**  out  the  Written  Wordy  my  Rule  of  a6t- 
"  ing."  Invert  your  Rulej  The  Written 
Word  without  ImprelJiom.  "  I  have  Fub^ 
*'  liJJied  too  foon  what  had  better  been  kept 
"  in  longer,"  Take  the  preceding  Ad- 
vice, No  hnprejjion.  "  By  thefe  Things 
"  I  have  given  Ibme  wrong  Touches  to 
"  God's  Arkr  This  was  Vzza:^  Offence  2  Sam.  vi. 
He  was  finitten  for  his  Rafhnefs :  fo  are  *  ^" 
you.  He  was  an  Intruder ;  and  meddled 
(however  pious  might  be  his  Intention) 
where  he  had  no  Bufinefs :  fo  have  you. 

But  as  you  have  farther  Defigns ;  our 
Advice  fhall  attend  you.  "  I  think  of  p.  37. 
*'  writing  a  fliort  Accowit  of  what  has 
"  happened  for  thefe  Seven  Tears  lafl 
"  paft."  Take  at  leafl  Seven  Tears  in 
doing  it.  You  have  feen  the  Fate  of  your 
former  Journals :  and  if  the  reft  appear 
abroad  in  the  fame  Exceptionable  Drefs^ 
you  may  occafion  fome  ?ieedlefs  Merriment^ 
and  fo  be  guilty  of  a  moft  Horrible  Sin. 
You  know  how  warmly  you  have  declared 
againft  Diverfions  of  all  Kinds.  And  think 
you  an  Account  of  jnore  Advejitures  will 
|)0t  caufe  fome  Diverfion  f  You  may  not 
d  2  perhaps 
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perhaps  intend  fuch  a  Confequencej  but 
remember  Mr.  JVeJley  has  proved  Laughing- 
Fits  to  be  fometlmes  Irrejifiible^  Cafes  hap- 
pening when  no  Mortal  can  help  it. 

P  .,  '*  I  purpofe  to  revife  and  corred:  The 

*'"  Firji  Tart  of  my  Life,''  An  arduous 
Labour  I  confefs.  But  fend  up  a  Petition 
to  Hercules^  to  come  and  help  you  cleanfe 
this  Augean  Stable.  And  when  this  Dung 
is  ejedled,  I  am  afraid  your  Second  Tart 
will  want  cleanfing  as  much  :  and  iikewife 
the  ^c.  &c.  &c.  of  your  journals.  If 
you  fhould  happen  not  to  he  debarred  the' 
life  of  Pen,  Ink,  and  Paper,  and  my' 
Advice  would  be  kindly  received  ;  I  would 
put  you  in  Mind  of  the  Poet's  Sentence,  — 
Una  litura  pot  eft :  One  Univerfal  Blot  will 
ferve  j  and  ferve  better  than  fo  much  blot- 
ting and  blurring,  as  will  otherwife  be 
needful.  Or,  for  another  EffeBual  Way, 
you  may  Purify  your  Works  by  Fire.  And 
as  you  have  already  Coifefj'ed,  and  ft:ewed 
your  Deeds  ;  it  might  be  of  Service  to  the 

A^s,  xix.  Go/pel  (tho'    not   to   Methodijm)  to  brijig 

"  '  ^^  vour  Curious  Books  to^rether,  and  burn  them 
before  all  Men.     Your  Method  was  fome- 

p.  39.  thing  of  this  Nature,  when  you  "  Sup- 
prefjed  your  Letters  ;  becaufe  many  Things 
in  them  were  very  Exceptionable,  though 
good  in  the  Main." 

But  hold !   I  had  beft  Retraft  this  Ad- 
vice, fo  impertinent,  fo  hafty,  fo  unnecef- 

fary. 
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Tary,  fo  detrimental  to  the  Public.  For 
"  After  ^Rxperience  and  riper  'Judgment  y.^^-^']. 
liave  tauglit  you  to  correB  and  amend  all 
your  Performances :  and  for  the  future  you 
are  to  come  out  in  a  more  U7icxceptio?iable 
Drefi."  What  a  defirable  and  delightful 
SpeBacle  !  I  almoft  lo7ig  to  have  a  Peep  at 
you  in  your  Unexceptionable  Drefs. — I  begin 
to  be  in  an  Ecftacy. — Now  methinks  I  fee 
you,  like  a  Player  after  he  hath  A5led  his 
Part^  Gripping  off  the  dazzling  Ttnfel,  m 
which  he  Jlrutted  upon  the  Stage :  —  Now 
like  Prefbyter  John  tearing  away  your 
Points^  Tags,  Ribbands,  Fringe,  Lace  arid 
Embroidc?'y  :  —  Now  again  (Paulo  inajora 
canamus)  methinks  I  fee  you  diverting 
vourfelf  of  your  Celejiial  Garme?its  and  Or~ 
naments;  plucking  off  your  appropriated 
Blojjbms  of  Aaron'i  Rod,  flipping  off  the 
Child  Samuel' J  Linen  Ephod,  throwing 
Elijahs  Mantle  from  your  Shoulders  j  and 
modeftly  ftanding  forth  in  the  ordinary 
Attire  of  a  plain  Goum  andCafj'oclz. 

And  here  I  am  cafting  about  for  fome 
of  my  Popiflj  Parallels.  But  Alas!  they 
all  prove  DefeBive.  I  find  indeed,  in 
turning  over  the  Legends,  the  Virgin  and 
other  Celejiial  Inhabitants  often  defcending^ 
and  brins^ing  Flowers,  Ribbands.^  and  Gar- 
lands to  adorn  their  Male  and  Female  ^f- 
''ootces  on  Earth.  I  find  too  Copes^  Cowks, 
and  other  Veflmefits  fent  down  from  Heaven, 

for 
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for  Founders  of  Orders,  and  Favourite 
Saints,  But  I  find  not  that  Humility  and 
Simplicity  in  any  of  them,  as  to  furrender 
up,  and  fend  back  their  Heave?ily  Prefents, 
and  condefcend  to  make  their  Appearance 
in  Mortal  Raiment. 

This  Particular  being  fo  much  to  your 
Honour,  I  had  a  fair  Opportunity  of  takifig 
my  Leave  decently.     But  a  certain  Critical 
Friend,  pulling  me  by  the  Sleeve,  would 
needs  put  me  in  Mind  of  an  Omi/Jion  of  a 
Fafjage  or   two,    wherein  you  difcovered 
fomething  of  Management,  and  Inconfiftency » 
p.  12.      ^'  When  you  begun  your  Advefitures   of 
Field-F reaching,    you  had  ■  (you   fay)    in 
your   Eye  the   Apofiles,    St.   Faul,     Peter 
and  fohn :  you  exprefsly  call  thefe  Field- 
Preachers,  becaufe  one  of  them  Preached 
an  Excellent  Sermon  from  a  Place  called 
A^s,  xvii.  Mars-Hill ;    and  the  Two  others  in   Solo- 
*^'         mon's  Forch.''     Now  my  Friend  remarks, 
that  this  fame  Mars-Hill  was  the  Court  of 
the  Areopagites,  the  higheft  Court  of  fujiice 
in  Athens ;    before   which   St.   Paul  was 
^brought  by   Force.      Which    you    might 
have  feen  in  the  Margiji  of  the  Bible  ;  nor 
could  your  Fro  found  Learning  fuffer  you 
to  be  Ignorant  of  it.     Nor  was  Solomon  s 
Porch  a  Field,  but  a  Part  of  the  Temple. 
John,  X,   <c  fefus  walked  in  the  Temple  in  Solomon's 
^^'         Porch.''     This    Sort    of    Management   he 

looks 
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looks   upon   as    an  Impofition  upon   your 
Readers. 

He  obferves  again,  that  you  often  make 
yourfelf  a  Champion  in  Defence  of  our 
Liturgy^  Articles^  and  Canons  j  of  the 
Canons  particularly  in  thefe  very  Remarks. 
But  afterwards,  {peaking  againft  "  thofe  p.  47,  ^s. 
Avho  are  for  clipping  the  Wings  of  the  Myftic 
Dove,  you  llejs  God  that  there  are  Men 
of  greater  Latiti/de,  among  whom  you 
are  fure  of  finding  hearty  Friends  and 
Well-wifliers  j  though  your  Work  be  not 
according  to  the  exad:  Meafure  of  Canonical 
Fitnefs."  This  he  looks  upon  as  an  In^ 
confiJk?2cy :  and  adds,  th^t  you  yon  rfe  If'  (by 
your  Recantation)  have  effedlually  clipped 
one  Wing  of  the  Myflic  Dove,  and  that  any 
future  Attempt  to^  muft  be  very  ridiculous 
and  aukivard. 

But,  to  wind  up  my  Bottoms  -, — whatever 
Enthufiafms  you  have  given  up,  ftill  you 
tenacioufly  adhere  (in  Opinion  and  Prac- 
tice) to  Ficld-Prcaching.  And  \vha.t  candid 
Perfon  can  exped:  other  wife  ?  To  be  the 
Head  of  a  Se^,  diftingulflied  by  a  Peculiar 
Denominationj  and  notable  Singularities-, 
— to  frifk  in  the  Air  of  Popiilarity,  be 
hugged^  and  followed  with  wifful  Looks, 
—  Digito monjlrari ,  et  dicier  Hie  eft,' — 
This  is  too  fiiccet  a  Morfel  to  be  thrown 
up  at  once  ;  .a  P.hrenzy  too  Delectable  to  be 

willingly 
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willingly  cured  of*  a.  Dev^'I  too  bewitchiric, 
to  be  Injiantaneoujly  cajl  out.  But  as  you 
•'have  declared  a  Month's  Mind  to  get  feme 
good  Churchy  ^f  y^^  ^^^^  '■>  'tis  poffible  your 
Diilemper  may  go  oflf  in  Time. 

In  the  mean  While,  Let  your  Enemies 
envy  the  Glory  you  get  by  Field-Breaching : 
You  have  an  Unexceptionable  Parallel  from 
the  high  Encomium  given  by  a  Pope  to  one 
of  your  Tredecejjors.  No  Doubt  but  you 
have  every  Thing  relating  to  St.  Francis 
at  your  Fingers  Ends :  and  muft  have  {^^^ 
the  Bidl  of  Gregory  IX.  in  his  Favour. 
But  that  the  Public  may  be  acquainted 
what  a  proper  Fxample  and  Incitement  juftly 
provoke  your  Emulation^  I  (Ivall  fet  down 
the  Tope's  own  Words ^  "  The  Zcr^raifed 
"  up  St.  Francis^  to  demolifli  the  Phi^ 
"  Uflines  who  were  deftroying  his  Vine- 
*'  yard.  Wlio  hearing  inwardly  a  Voice 
'*  calling  him,  courageoufly  ftarts  up; 
"  like  another  Sajnpfon,  the  Spirit  of  Fer- 
*'  vour  coming  upon  him,  he  breaks  the 
"  Cords  that  bound  him,  and  fnatching 
"  up  the  faw-Bone  of  an  ylfs,  that  is  to 
"  fay,  his  own  Simple  Preaching,  not 
"  adorned  with  the  perfwafive  Colours  of 
"  human  Wifdom,  but  with  Divine 
"  Bower,  which  chufeth  weak  Things  to 
"  confound  the  flrong :  and  he  who 
"  toucheth    the    Mountains,     and    they 

^'  fmoke. 
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"  fmoke,  enabling  him ;  he  deftroyed 
**  many  Thoufand  Thilijliyies.  hXi^from  the 
*'  'Jaw-Bone  itfelf  went  out  a  cophus  Water ; 
*'  refrefliing,  wafhing  and  frudifying  the 
*'  Lapfed,  the  Sordid,  and  the  Arid." 
Cherubin.  Bullar.  Vol.  I.  ifi  Gregor.  IX. 
Con/iit,  2. 

If  your  Peregrmations  (hould  lead  you  to 
RomCy  (whither  you  feem  to  be  fetting 
your  Faces)  fail  not  to  kifs  his  Holinefs's 
Slipper  for  this  Honourable  Teftimony  of 
an  Itinerant  Field-Preacher. 

You  continue  likewife  a  Refolutlon  to 
Write  on.  But  take  care  :  Be  upon  your 
Guard.  No  more  of  your  Mijlakes,  Blunders, 
Want  of  Caution y  unguarded  Things  dropped 
up  and  down,  your  Referves  and  Doublings, 
Don't  do  Things  by  Halves.  Be  open  and 
fincere,  confiflent  and  uniform.  AfFed 
not  yefuitif?7JS.  Wafte  not  your  Time  in 
making  Patch-Work,  or  Loop-Holes.  Steal 
not  into  the  Gafne  of  Brag  while  you  are 
Writing. 

Remember,  Grand  and  Important  is  the 
Work  you  have  undertaken.  The  Eyes 
of  all  Europe  are  upon  you.  The  World 
(lands  a-tip-toe  in  Expe<flation.  And  fhould 
Failure  and  Fallacy  again  be  the  Refult; 
fome  malicious  Perfon  will  certainly  have 
a  Stroke  at  you,  or  fome  kind  Friend^  like 
7nc,  put  you  in  Mind  of  it. 

e  f  Thus 
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"  Thus,    Dear  Sir,   (for  I  2m  fond  of 

your  Expreffions)  I  have  unburdened  my 

Heart  to  you :    and  as  I  have  dealt  thus 

freely  with  you,  I  hope  you  will  look  upon 

me  to  be  your 


Fidus  Achates." 


THE 


T  H  fe 

E  NT  H  U  S  I  AS  M 


O    F 


Methodists,  ^c 


PART     11. 


SECTION    L 

IN  order  to  difcharge  a  Promife,  and  in 
hopes  of  doing  foniie  little  Service 
to  the  Caufe  of  true  Religion,  I  have  ven- 
tured to  publifh  a  Second  Part  againfi  the 
Methodifts :  Wherein  1  fhall  farther  con- 
fider  fome  of  the  Circumftances  attending 
their  New  Mini/iration  ;  its  Tejidency,  In- 
fiuence  and  Effedfs :  not  forgetting,  to  ho- 
nour them  with  the  Company  of  their 
correfpojiding  Friends jihQ  Entkii/iajtic  Saints 
of  the  Papacy. 

B  What 


(      2      ) 

What  firft  occurs  to  my  Thoughts  is 
the  boafled  Sticcefe  of  their  Trenching, 
proved  by  the  Numbers  of  their  Followers, 
and  Converts. 

Here  they  triumph  beyond  Meafure : 
and  perhaps  not  without  fome  Degree  of 
Fornication.  For  confidering  how  incon- 
Jiderate  and  injudicious,  how  unlearned 
and  unflahle,  a  large  Portion  of  Mankind 
is,  together  with  their  various  Infirmities 
and  Difeafes  of  Mind  and  Body ;  it  muft 
be  allowed  that — The  Ofientation  of  a  fanc- 
tified  Look,  fpecious  Addrefs,  fantaftical 
Oddities,  Innovations  in  DoSlrine  and 
Places  of  Teaching,  zealous  Profeffions  of 
Piety,  Affedtation  of  Godly  and  Scripture 
Phrafes,  and  high  Preteniions  to  Injpi- 
ration,  &c.  will  hardly  fail  of  drawing 
and  deceiving  the  Multitude.  Whoever 
is  endowed  with  (nch  fuitable  Salifications 
need  not  fear  gaining  an  Audience,  and 
Jeading  Numbers  into  a  hundred  Delu/ions. 
He  may  find  Perfons  enough  not  difpofed, 
or  not  able,  to  diflinguifh  "  the  Illapfcs 
**  and  Infpirations  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  from 
'*  the  Illufions,  Inftindts  and  Suggeftions 
**  of  the  unclean  Spirit ;  from  natural  and 
"  Fanatical  Enthujiafmy  from  the  Swel- 
**  lings  and  Vapours  of  a  difeafed  Spleen 
**  and  heated  Melancholy,  and  from  the 
"  extr-cvr-gant  Rovings  of  a  difiemper'd 
**  Imagination,'* 

Wc 
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We  may  too  realonably  hope  and  believe, 
that  fome  very  profligate  and  wicked 
Wretches  have  been  prevailed  upon  by  the 
Methodijts  to  rehnquifh  their  evil  Courfes, 
and  ferioufly  repent.  But  then,  if  v^q  fub- 
diiB  from  the  Account — fuch  of  their  Fol- 
lowers as  went  only  out  of  Curiofity,  or 
Derifion  ;  —  fuch  as  were  well-difpofed  and 
pious  Perfons  (though  I  can't  fay  judicious) 
before  ;  —  fuch  as  have  left  and  bad  them 
adieu  upon  good  and  juft  Reafons ; — fuch 
as  have  been  led  into  grievous  PerplexitieSy 
DijlraBion^  and  Defpair  ;  —  fuch  as  were 
fcarce  in  their  Senfes  when  they  went  a- 
mong  them,  and  have  quite  loft  their 
Senfes  lince  i — fuch  as  have  efpoufed  con- 
feiTedly  dangerous  and  wicked  Tefiets -, — 
and  confider  the  Danger  all  the  reft  are  in, 
of  being  betrayed  into  Notions  and  Evils, 
which  they  don't  perhaps  fufpedl : — after 
thefe,  and  other  DeduBions  which  might 
be  named,  the  Number  of  their  Converts 
will  be  confiderably  lejjened  ;  and  the  Good 
they  do  nothing  like  an  Equivalent  for 
the  Mifihief. 

But  let  us  hear  themfelves.    Mr.  White- 
field  fays,  "  Thoufands  and  Ten  Thoufands 
"  follow  us : — the  Fire  is  kindled  ;  and  1 
"  know  that  all  the  Devils  in  Hell  fhall  not  5  joum. 
"  be  able  to  quench  it.— Well  may  the  De-  Pag.  40. 
*^  vil  and  his  Servants  rage  horribly  :  their 
"  Kingdom  is  in  Danger. — I  could  think  of  Pag.  61, 
B  2  "  nothing 
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*'  nothing  fo  much,  as  'Jojhiia  going  from 
**  City  to  City,  and  fubduing   the  devoted 
Fag.  69.    «'  Nations. — With  what  EtBcacy  and  Sue- 
Letters.     "  cefs    I    have    been    enabled   to    preach 
"  'Tongue  can't  exprefs^ 

Mr.  Seward :  "  Oar  Enemies,    hke  the 

"  Canaanites,    feem  to   have  no  Spirit  left 

"  in   them ,   but  fail  every  where  becaufe 

loi^rn.      '^  o^  us ;  —  afhamed,   as  it  were,  to  fliew 

hg.  61.    *^  their  guilty  Heads." 

See  with   what  a  rriagnificent  Air  Mr. 

Wejley  boafts  of  "    converting,  the  Drunks 

"  ard^  the  WhorerJionger^  the  Oppreffbr^  the 

Farth.      ''  Swearer,  the  Sluggard ^    the  Mifer  ;    and 

^PP-^gS-<'  elfe where,  ftver-al  common  Preji i tut es. — ' 

^  *'  No  Work  has  been  wrought  {o  fwiftlyy 

"  yo  extenjively,  ilnce  Conftantine  the  Great.'' 

This  is  a  Specimen  (for  I  might  recite 

fifty  times  as  much)    of  their  Succejs  in 

Converfwns.     And  yet  we  can  match  them 

among  their  Elder  Brethren. 

"  St.  Ignatius,  faid  Gregory  XV,  was 
like  'Jojlnia,  great,  according  to  his  Name, 
for  faving  the  EleB  of  God ;  (Ecclus. 
46.  I.)  He  was  fo  ardent,  (for  Ignatius 
iignifies  Jiery)  that  when  he  fent  forth 
his  Miffionaries  to  gain  Souls,  he  ufu- 
Bart.  V;t.  ally  faid,  Go,  fet  on  fire,  and  inflame 
gnu  p.  ^^^^^  Thing.'' 

"St.  Francis  ufed  to  call  People  toge- 
ther with  blowing  a  Horn,  (as  the  Me- 
tbodijis  hy  Advertifements)    when  he  was 

to 


in. 
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to   preach ;     and    his  Preaching    was    fo 
wonderfully    moving,  —  that    prodigiDus 
Multitudes  of   Men    and  Women,    above 
all   Number    and   Computation,    and    thcpoi  ,""' 
very   Harlots    were    converted.  —  Many  54- 
inflamed    with    Devotion,    and   Defire  of 
Perfe5iio?7,    contemning   all  mundane  Va-  Bonavent. 
nities,  followed  his  Footfleps  j  andy^x?//?- J^^' ^'"'^ 
ly  did  this  Succefs    increafe    to   the  Ends 
of  the  Earth." 

"  ^t.  Anthony  had  fuch  a  Power  over  Men 
and  Women,    that  he  convened  all  forts  of  Conform. 
Sinners,  evert  JJIlirers,  and  common  Strum^^\  ^° 

\  '    ■  i^  r  ■  1        r..  Orlandin 

pets. — A  certain  jejmt  went  to  the  Litews,  Hift.  jef. 
and    made    a    furprizing   Converlion    of  ^ai'f-  2. 
Multitudes  of  Proflitutes."  P'  ^^' 

"  St.  Frajicis  of  Sales  brought  over  fe- 
venty  -  two     thoufand     Heretics    to    the  Brev.  Mo- 
Catholic  Faith. — St.  Dominic  fo  flrangely"^^' 
aflonifhed  and   fet  on  fire  the  Minds  of     *   ^' 
his  Auditors,  his  Difcourfes  were  fo  forci- 
ble and  ravifiifig  -,  — -  that    he    converted 
almoft    an    hundred    thoufand  Souls,  that  Rj^aden. 
were  ftiayed  and  loft."  pag.  519. 

§.  2.  And  if  we  duely  weigh  Matters, 
how  can  the  Methodift-'^eachers  be  other- 
wife  than  powerful  Converters  ?  What 
Heart  can  ftand  out  againft  their  perfuafive 
Eloquence,  their  extravagantly  fne  Flights 
and  Allufions  ?  Where  is  any  thing  fo  fub- 
lime  and  elevated  F  or  fometimes  what  fo 

melting.^ 
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meltings  tender  and  amorous j  fo  foft  and  fo 
fweet  f  You  will  be  in  a  Rapture  by  read- 
ing their  own  Words.  —  In  the  Sublime , 
"  God  gives  them  a  Text,  diredts  them 
*'  to  a  Method  on  the  Tulpit-Stairs  j  the 
*'  Lajnb  of  God  opens  their  Mouth,  and 
"  loofeth  their  Tongue  j  and  Sijier  Wil- 
*'  Hams,  who  is  near  the  hord,  opens  her 
"  Mouth  to  confirm  it : — fo  that  all  Op- 
"  pofers  are  ftruck  dumb  and  confounded. 
*'  Jejus  rides  from  Congregation  to 
*'  Congregation,  breathing  Courage  and 
"  Strength  into  his  Lambs,  and  carrying 
"  all  before  him. — He  rides  in  the  Chariot 
"  of  his  Gofpel  moft  triumphantly  in- 
*'  deed: — And  the  Preacher  fits  in  the 
"  Chariot  of  his  Lord's  dear  Arms,  lean- 
**  ing  every  Day  on  his  Bofom^  and  fucking 
"  the  Breafts  of  his  Confolation  ;  while 
"  his  Banner  of  Love  is  fpread  over  him  : 
"  —  the  Arrows  of  the  Lord  fly  through 
"  the  Congregation,  and  Mr.  Whitefield 
"  gives  them  a  home  Stroke. — Heavily  in- 
"  deed  do  they  drive,,  when  God  takes  off 
"  tkeir  Chariot-wheels.  But  when  God  is 
"  anointing  the  Wheels  of  their  Souls  j — 
"  'tis  fweet  to  be  at  fidl  Stretch  for  God  j 
"  — to  come  to  a  faving  Clofure  with 
*'  Chrifl ;  to  lay  all  their  Concerns  on  his 
"  Shoulders  j  —  or  leap  into  a  burning  fiery 
"  furnace  without  Fear,  which  would  lerve 
"  as  a  fiery  Chariot  to  carry  their  Souls  to 

"  Heaven. 
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"  Heaven.  While  they  fee  poor  Sinners 
"  hanging  as  it  were  by  a  fingle  Hair,  in- 
"  fenfible  of  their  Danger,  over  the  Flames 
"  of  Hell r 

How  pretty  is  it,  when  "  the  Infant s^ 
"  Babes ^  and  Weaklings  of  Grace  require 
"  dayly  to  be  born  on  the  Sides  of  Chrifiy 
**  and  be  dandled  upon  his  Knees — till  they 
**  come  to  nvalk  continually  under  the 
"  Droppings  of  his  Blood  ?  They  fee  the 
'*  fweet  Jefus  fhewing  his  lovely  Face ; 
**  and  his  Favours  and  precious  Promifes 
"  drop  down  his  LiJy-iips  like  fweet-fmel- 
"  li?ig  Myrrh.  They  know  that  his  Arms 
"  are  round  them  j  for  his  Arms  are  like 
"  the  Rain-how.'^ 

To   which   may   be    added  Part   df   a         ' 
Sacred   Lilliputian    Hymn^    compofed   by 
Count  Zinzendorjj  the  Moravian's  Infallible 
BiJJjop  : 

Chi  eke  f2  bleffedy  ^ynuJ  SJ- 

Aid  carejjed^ 
Little  Bee  on  Jefus'  Breajl, 
From  the  Hurry 
And  the  Flurry 
Of  the  Earth  thou'rt  now  at  reft. 

What  tender,  fweet,  and  endearing  Ap* 
pellations  ?  "  Our  glorious  Soul-brothers, 
"  and  Societies  of  Women  ;  fweet,  precious, 
**  choice  Love-Feafts  j  poor  Souls  under 
**  Concern,    fweet   Societies    of    feeking 

^'  Souls; 


( 
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precious. 


poor 
them   a 


little 


Sra- 


Souls ;  — ■  dear, 

fweet  Lambs ;  —  among 

cious   Melting  is  vifible.  —  Their  ab^ 

fent  Friends  they  hope  are  on  the  Top 

of  Pifgab,  and  they  fend  them  a  thou- 

Jand  Kiff't's  :  —  their  deceafed^    in  their 

filent  Grave,    fweetly  fleep  in  that  Bed 

perfumed    by    our   Dear   Lord.  —  The 

Hearers    (fays  one)    were   melted  into 

Tears  j  my  Heart   was    full    of    Love  j 

theirs  alfo  were  much  affe(fted  : — they 

would  run  and  flop  me  in   the  Alleys^ 

hug  me  in  their  Arms,   and  follow  me 

with  wifhjul  Looks. — They  had  an  over>- 

weenijig  Fond?iefs  for  me.  —  Many  faid, 

where  thou  gocft  I  will  go  :  where   thou 

Jodgeft  I  will  lodge. — Brother  Whitejield 

preach 'd  ;  — -  'twas  enough  to  melt  the 

bar  deft  heart ;  for  the  S?niles  of  a  CherU" 

bim  were  in  bis  Countenance.^'' 

Can  you  then  think  it  pcffible  fuch  Che^ 

Brev.Fran.^?(f^/V  Charms y  and  inch,  fuhlifnated  a?id  per-^ 

Bori^vent.fi^^^^^  Eloque?ice  can  be  refifted  ?  Or  can  you 

Leg.  Fr.    blame  the  Methodifis,  if  they  vie  with  the 

Seraphic  St.  Francis  ? — "  who  appeared  to 

"his  Followers  in  the  Form  of  a.  fiery 

"  Chariot^  whirling  up  and  down  j — and 

"  was  indeed  ordained  of  God,  like  EliaSy 

"  to  be  the  Chariot  and  Charioteer  of  Spi- 

"  ritual  Men: — his  Soul  rambling  thro* 

the  World,    as  bright  as  the  Sun,  like 

Phfieton  in  his  Father's  Chariot : — Chrift 


Cap.  4. 


Id.  cap.  9. 


(( 


'(  y  ) 

*  Jefus   remaining    in   the  Bofom  of   hi§ 
*'  Mind,    like  a  Handful  of  Myrrh.  —  In-  L^g-  Fran; 
*'  flamed  both  Men  and  Women  with  an ^^P*  9- 
*'  ardent  Defire  to   follow  his  Footfteps ; 
"  and  particularly  St.  Clara,    tliat  Virgin  Cap.  4. 
"  dear  to  God  converted  to  Celibacy,  the 
"  firft  Plant  and   beautiful  white  Flower, 
"  gave  a  fweet  Odour,  and  fh.ined  as  a  Stat 
"  above    the    reft.  —  One    was    fo    in-  Conform. 
**  flamed  by  hearing  him,  as  to  fay,  that^°^' *^' 
*'  none    ought   to   mentici^n  the  Name  of 
"  that  Ble'fjed   Maii  without  licking  their 
"  Lips  Jor  Joy."         >  ■ 

-  Nor  need  we  think  it  at  all  ftrange; 
that  "  Divine  Manifejtations  come  in  fo 
"  faft,  thai  the  Ld?nbs  are  fcarce  able  to 
"  cdntaifi  thcmfehes  ;  they  flow  in  fo  faft, 
"  that  their  frail  Tabernacle  is  fcarce  able 
**  to  fuftain  them. — They  know  not  whe- 
"  ther  they  are  in  the  Body,  or  oiit  of  the 
"  Body:  —  know  not  w^^rf  they  are,  and 
"  fink.into  Nothing. — -The  Sou/  makes  fucH 
"  Sallies,-  -siS  if  it  would  go  out  of  their 
"  Body,  Gonftraining  them  to  throw  them- 
"  felves  uf^on  the  Ground,  —  The  Love 
**  of  God  fo  kindles  in  the  Heart,  with 
"  Pains  lb  violent;  and  yet  fo  ra;vij7ji7jgi 
"  that  the  Body  is  almoft  torn  ajunderJ' 

Such  iare  the  ecftatic  Raptures  and  Ra- 

vijhments  of  the  Mcthodi/h,    in ;  their  owrl 

\fVords :    which    we   may   compare   with 

thofe  of  Philip  Nerius^  a  Canoiiized  Saint  j 

C  *'  who 
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**  who  was  fo  full  of  Heavenly  lUapfeSy  and 
Dwine  Love,  that  oftentimes  he  threw 
himfelf  upon  the  Ground,  and  was  forced 
to  cry  out,  it  is  enough,  my  Dear 
Lord,  it  is  enough.  Withold  a  little, — 
/  am  not  able  to  endure  fucb  Abundance 
of  Celeftial  Sweet?iefs.  Whereupon  the 
Lord  in  fome  meafure  abated  the  Vio- 
lence of  his  Heat.  But  ftill  wounded 
with  the  Love  of  God,  he  inceflantly 
languiQied,  and  his  Heart  was  fo  agi-*- 
tated  with  the  impetuous  Motion  of 
the  Spirit,  that  it  fell  a  beating  and 
leaping    with     fuch   Violence,     as    mufl 

Ribaden.  hav€    killed     him,     without    a    Miracle. 

May  6.     g^.    ^}jg   j^q^.^    miraculou/ly  enlarjred    his 

Brev.Rom  _,        n       t       i  i        ii  /-»• 

May  6.    Breajt,    broke    and    elevated  two  oj   bis 
Ribs,  to  give  the  Heart  Room  to  play,** 

More  correjponding  Circumftances  occur 
in  the  Life  of  M.  Magdalen  of  Tazzi -, 
whom  Clement  IX,  infpired  with  the 
Lights  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  canonized,  April 
28,  1669.  "  The  Spirit  of  Gpd  threw 
her  upon  the  Ground  in  an  Ecftafy, 
when  her  Countenance  was  fhining  like 
that  of  an  hicarnate  Seraphim.  —  Chrift 
gave  her  fo  large  a  Share  of  the  Myrrh- 
pofy  of  his  Paffion,  that  frequently  un- 
der an  Alienation  of  her  Senfes  fhe  would 
throw  herfelf  on  her  Back  on  the 
Ground,  exclaiming^  O  fefus,.  I  can 
endure  no   longer-,    I  cannot  partake  any 

more 
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more  of  thy  Pains.  —   Often    in    thcfe 
amorous   Tranjports    iLe  would   join    her- 
felf   clofe  to  a  Crucifix^    and  fuck  a  di- 
vine  Liquor   thence,     which     filled    her 
Soul   with   unfpeakable    Sweetnefs. — Her 
Heart  was  fo    inflamed,    that   (he  feemed 
to   be  difjohed^    and   about    to   return  to 
her  firffl  Nothing.  —  Her  private  familiar 
Entertainments,    and  Communications  with 
God^      fo     fired     her    Bread,     that    (he 
would     exclaim,      O    Love^     I    can    no 
longer  fupport  your  Flames^  •—  my  Heart 
is     not     able     to     contain     you  :  —  and 
file  was   oblig'd   to  fetch  a  Bafon  of  JVa-^ 
ter^  and  pour   it  into  her  Bofom  to  cool 
herfelf.  —  Her  dead  Body  was  ^^^«^l/^^^/^P°^^f  * 
as    a    precious    Relic    of    Taradije,    ex-^o.  ^5^* 
haling   an  agreeable  Odour:  and  the  Bulls?*  S9» 
of    her    Canonization    begins    with    theg°'    '' 
Incorruption    a?jd    fiveet    Odour    of    hers^. 
Body ;  ufually  term'd  the  Odour  of  Sanc^ 
tityr 

We  are  told  by  Spinellus,  "  that  Chrifl^"^^*^^ 
himfelf  came  and  performed  the  Funeral-  .^^g,  360, 
OJice  for  a  holy  Virgin  at  her  Death : 
and  that  he  anointed  with  the  facred  Gyl 
St.  Lyduina  when  fhe  was  dying."  And 
'tis  obfervable,  (and  I  could  bring  a  hun- 
dred Inftanccs)  that  mod  of  the  Popifh 
"Saints  dead  Bodies  always  remain  odorous 
and  uncorrupted  (while  thofe  of  the  Wick- 
ed ftink  and  rot)  tho'  ever  fo  many  hun- 
C  z  dred 
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^red  Years  after  their  Burial.  This  Mi^ 
rack,  J  fuppofcj  in  due  Time  will  be  re-. 
Dewed  on  t;he  Body  of  the  M^thodifi , 
\[  who  in  her  filent  Grave  fweetly  fleeps 
i-n  that  Bed  perfumed  by  our  dear  Lord.'* 
f'or.^how  can  a  Body  be  otherwife,  which 
Chriff  hath  perfumed  and  fpiced  with  his 
own  Hands  ?  Let  her  Grave  be  opened,  I 
4are  engage  fome  of  the  Believers  will  at- 
teft  it.  'Tis  certainly  a  greater  Honour 
than  the  Topifb  Graves  receive  by  being 
fprinkled,  wijcn  Holy  Water  and  Incenfe :' 
^nd  may,  be  the  faffed  of  fome  Prayer^ 
like  that  in  their  Office  of  the  Sick  for  the 
yfe  of  the  Carmelites,  "  O  moft  merciful 
hord,  let  her  Soul  joyfully  expire  in 
thy  moft  delicious  l^mbrace^  and  mofi. 
fweet  Kifs:\_ 

Through  this  whole  Parallel  you  fee 
all  is  Rapture  and  Ecftafy  ;  Divine  Love 
infupportabijy  vioje^t,  \)ixi :,  ravifhing  ;  all_ 
Jnfpi ration,  all  Heavenly,  all  ^inteffence, 
all  Nothingnefs.  And  why  do  not  the 
Metbodifts  equally  merit  a ,  Canonization  ? 
Either  fornething  like  this  is  their  Due,  or 
elfe  they  muft  be  thought  to  be  actuated 
by  a  Diabolical  lllufMn,^--rOX,  innocent  Mad- 
men, — ^or  infanious  Cheats,  • 

§.  3.  And>m^y  not  Perfons  fo  highly 
Ipved,  favoured,  and  valued  by  God  and 
'die  World  be  allowed  a  little  decent  Pride ^ 

and 
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and  be  jtiftly  'oain  of  their  own  Worth  ? 
Such  indeed  has  been  the  Cafe  with  the 
Methodijts  ;  and  their  great  /welling  Words 
oj  Vanity^  and  proud  BoaftingSy  have  been 
carried  to  a  mofl  immoderate  and  infuffera- 
blc  Degree. 

Firft  for  Mr.  Whitejidd.  His  firft  Ac- 
count of  God's  Deali?igs  with  him  (bcfides 
a  deep  Tin^ure  of  Superjlifionj  Enthu- 
fiafm^  and  Vain-gloj-y )  is  fuch  a  boyifh, 
ludicrous,  filthy,  naiiy,  and  fhamelefs  Re- 
lation of  himfelf,  as  quite  defiles  Paper, 
and  is  fiiocking  to  Decency  and  Modefly. 
'Tis  a  perfedl  Jakes  of  Uncleannefs.  And 
yet  he  aflures  us,  that  "  he  was  much 
"  prc(jed  in  Spirit  to  publifh  it, — the  Holy 
*'  Spirit  bringing  Things  to  his  Remem- 
"  brance ; — he  had  for  three  Years  prayed 
"  for  Strength  to  write  it,  and  at  laft  hadpag.  i"* 
"  Tower  given,  and  was  ajjiffled  in  it.'* 
What  any  Man  in  his  Senfes  would  be 
afiamed  to  own,  is  pioujly  afcribed  to  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  In  Conformity  with  the  wild 
and  Fanatical  Terefa,  who  having  pub- 
liihed  her  own  Life,  with  all  her  Faults 
and  Vanities,  faith  of  it,  **  I  make  this  Preface  to 
**  Relation^ — which  to  my  Knowledge  our  ^^ 
"  Lord  himfelf  defired  long  fince,  but  I 
"  durft  not  undertake  it.  And  her  other 
"  Writings  the  Lord  exprejjly  commanded 
her  to  publifh.  —  And  becaufe  Our 
Lord  told  it  me,  I  make  a  great  Scruple 

'•  of 
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of  either  adding,    or  fubilrafting,   one 
«  only  SyUabler 

His  fecond  Dealings  is  fuch  a  thorough 
and  fulfome  Strain  oi  Fain-glory  and  Boafl- 
ingy  Self-conceits  Self-applaufey  and  Self- 
(lifficiency^ — as  (hews  Spiritual  Pride  in  full 
Length,  and  in  its  true  Colours.  The 
fame  Spirit  runs  through  all  his  yournals, 
&G..  And  I  verily  believe  it  hath  not  its 
'Tarallel  in  the  World.  Many  have  been 
fo  bloated  with  a  Conceit  of  their  ov^n 
Perfedions,  as  highly  to  be  delighted  v^^ith 
the  moft  ilaufeous  Flatterers :  but  fuch  an 
Inundation  of  Commendation  from  a  Man's 
cnsiu  Mouth  is  furely  unexampled.  No  Man 
ever  fo  bedaubed  himfelf  with  his  own 
Spittle. 

It  fhews  fome  Degree  of  Modefiy  and 
Humility,  when  "  he  thinks  himfelf  not 
1  Dealing.  <t  £t  for  Orders, — till  a  worthy  FricJid  told 
V^Z-  37-    «  j^ij^^  tj^^^.  if  ^^.  Paul  were  at  Gloucejler 
"  he  would  ordain  him.-r-Or  when  God 
"  gives    him    Favour    in    the   Printer's 
*'  Sight,   or  in  the  Sight  of  the  Jaylor  j" 
and  it  furnifheth  him  too  with  a  Scripture 
Phrafi.     Bmt   he   has   fome  Grounds  for 
Elevation,  "  when  his  Name  is  iirft  in  the 
News-Papers,   though  he  can't  tell  upon' 
what  Gccafion  ;  -^  began  to  grow  popu- 
lar, and  had  Honour    even  • 'ii|._his    own 
%  Dealing.  Country :  —  when^  after  Sermon  Enquiry 
T^'lf'    was   made   who   he  was,  and  there  was 

fuch 
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fiich  Crowding  to  hear  him  :  —  When  a 
hearty  Groan  runs  through  the  Congrega- 
tion, when  he  fpeaks  any  Thing  affcB->- 
ing ; — and  he  owns  the  Pleafure  of  hearing 
the  Succefs  '  of  his  Difcourfe  upon  tiao 
little  Children^  whom  he  made  to  cry\ 
and  go  Home  to  their  Prayers  ;  —  and 
when  a  little  Girl  of  thirteen  comes  to 
enquire  about  the  State  of  her  Soul,  and 
fays  fhe  was  pricked  through  and  through  3  Jpurn. 
with  the  Power  of  the  Word."  -   g;.^^'  5^' 

All  through  his  "Journals  he  oftenta* 
tioully  difplays  the  Applatifes^  jicdamations^ 
and  Huzzas  of  the  People.  '*  The  Tide 
*'  of  Popularity  began  to  run  very  high: 
*'  — I  carried  high  Sails,  Thoufands  ,and 
"  ten  Thoufands  came  to  hear  me,, '-r^/j' 
"  Sermons  were  every-where  called  for, — ^ 
•'  when  I  preached,  one  might  walk  upon 
"  People's  Heads :  —  God  fuffered  them 
**  (the  Oppofers)  not  to  move  a  Tongufi 
"  againft  me  :  -—  Trees  and  Hedges  full, 
"  all  hufh'd  when  I  began.  —  God  ovAy 
"  can  tell  how  the  Hearers  were  melted 
"  down  :  —  they  ^ould  have  plucked 
'"  out  their  own  Eyes,  and  have  given 
**  them  unto  me.  —  I  was  crowded,  ad-^ 
"  mired, — faluced.  Hands  kifTed,  hugged, 
*'  —  they  melt,  weep,  hang  upon  me, 
"  want  to  falute  me :  —  receive  me  as 
**  an  Angel  of  God :  —  their  Hearts  leap 
"  for  Joy,  —  Bells  ring,  —  exprefs  their 

"  Love 
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"  Love  to  me  many  Ways.  All  agreed, 
"  it  was  never  (een  on  this  wife  before. 
*'  — Great  Shouts  of  Rejoicing  at  my 
<*  Staying." 

But  what  a  fad  Tarting  is  it  always  be- 
tween him  and  his  Admirers?  "  Strong 
"  Cries  and  Tears,  Sighs  and  Groans  ^ 
"  —  ready  to  break  their  Hearts,  and 
"  his. — Young  and  Old  burfl  into  a  Flood 
"  of  Tears,  like  Water  gufliing  out  of  the 
"  ftony  Rock.  —  'Twould  melt  every  one 
"down  to  fee  it.  —  Tongue  can't  ex- 
"  prefs  the  Sorrow  :  they  weep  aloud  and 
"  forely,  as  though  mourning  for  the  Death 
"  of  their  Firji- born.'' 

What  Bragging  of  Favours,  Entertain- 
ments, Liberalities  and  Prefents,  from 
Gentlemen,  and  efpecially  EleSf  Ladies^ 
and  Honourable  Women  P — "  A  Bank-bill  of 
**  ten  Pounds,  as  a  Prefent  to  myfelf:  This 
•"  I  teok  as  a  Hint  from  Troijidencetogoon: 
[very  rightly  judged]  — "  and  'various  Pre-- 
3  Journ.  *^  fents  as  Tokens  of  their  Love.  —  T^hus 
pag.  66.  t^jj^allit  be  done  to  the  Man,  whom  God 
**  delight eth  to  honour.'' 

What  Proclamations  of  ViBory  and 
Triumph  f  *'  They  go  on  conquering,  and 
"  to  conquer,  —  a?id  fee  Satan  like  Light- 
"  ning  fall  from  Heaven  j —  the  Devi/ sind 
**  his  Servants  rage  horribly." 

Mr.  Seward  is  Witnefs,  that  as  to 
^*  Entertainments,  they  find  good  Meafur^y 

**  pre  fed 
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'^  p^cj^<^  clow?2,  a?ici  rumiifig  over  :—^ih2X 
"  Hell  trembles  before  our  Brother  White- 
'  •^  Jiel^l  wherever  he  comes  -,   the  Kingdom  J^'^'""- 
*'  of  Dark?2e/s  totters,  and  is  fliaken  j  andL'^'^  ' 
"  Vice  fculks  its  guilty  Head,  and  retires 
"  to   fecret  Corners." 

Whitefield  again,  fluflied   with  Succefs  ^  4  Jot"""' 
"  Corrre  ye  Pharijces,  come  and   fee  the  P^^-  »• 
*'  ZyOr^  y^/^^^  g^ff^"g   himfelf  the  ViSlory. 
"  Every  Thing  falls  before  me:  — Dears  Joum* 
*'  Brother  Harris  reminded  me, — 'and  God^^^'r^' 

and  Lct- 

"  Ab<g'^A^«  to  me,    that  now  I   was  like  teis. 
"  ^ojlma^  fubduing  the  devoted  Nations, 
*'  and  dividing  the  Land." 

But  all  this  will  rather  remind  others 
of  Sacheverel's  triumphant  Progrefs  through 
the  Land,  difpenfing  his  Kifles,  and  col- 
leding  his  Prefents,  ^c.  —  or  of  a  Royal 
Oculifi  undertaking  infallibly  to  cure  all 
Defe(fts  of  the  Eyes,  —  or  to  make  them 
ftark  blind. 

Whether  their  Treatment  be  ffnootb, 
or  rough  ;  all  is  Food  for  their  Vanity. 
"  Bleff'ed  be  God,  —  who  difpofed  the  Re- 
"  verend  Mr.  Penrojc,  and  others,  to  3  joum. 
"  lend  me  their  Pulpits.  — Forbid  toP'32. 
**  preach  in  a  Churchy  which  rejoiced  me 
"  greatly.  Lord^  why  doji  thou  thus  ho- 
"  nour  7neV^ 

He  has  indeed  the  Grace  to  jeel,  and 
be  ajjured  of,  this  fpiritual  Pride,  and  often 
makes  Confpjfwn  of  it. 

D  "  Hyp(iP>, 
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1  Deal.         "  Hypocrify  crept  into  every  Adion  :  — 

p.  22,  38,  £c  Self 'love  y  Self -will,   Pride  and  Envy,   fo 

^'  ^  '     "  buffeted  me  in  their   Turns  :  —  Proiid 

''  Hellijld   Thoughts   uled    to    crowd    in 

"  upon  me. — Out  of  'Tride  put  down   in 

"  my  Diary  what  I  gave  away  :  - —  find 

"  Pride  creeping  in  at  the  End   of  almoll: 

^  journ.    "  every  Thought, — frequently  enhghten- 

F-  '4-       "  ed  to  fee  the  Pride  atid  Selfijhnefs  of  my 

«  Heart." 

Whatever  Liberty  the  Saints  may  have 
to  boaft  fuch  great  Things,  and,  as  the 
Prophet  fpeaks,  to  burn  Incenje  unto  Fa- 
nitv  ;  or  however  confident  it  be  with 
the  Character  of  an  Entkufiaft  ;  it  is  per- 
fed;ly  inconfiftent  witli  that  Charity,  the 
Love  of  God  and  Man,  which  vaunteth 
not  itfelf,  is  not  puffed-iip,  doth  not  be- 
have  it] elf  imfeemly. 

In  comparing  the  Popifh  Fanatics  on 
this  Article,  the  Parallel  will  be  a  little 
defedive,  becaufe  they  were  not  fuch  con- 
ftant  and  naufeous  Trumpeters  of  their  own 
Praifes ;  leaving  that  Work  to  their  Bre- 
thren afid  Legendajy  Writers :  from  whom 
we  may  pick  up  enough. 

'  '^  St.  Bernardin  was   the  moft  famous 

Preacher  in  all  Italy  j    the   Hearers  hung 

upon  his  Lips,  -—  they  are   perfedly  afto- 

niflied,    immoveable, — admire  him  as  anO' 

Cffic.  Ord.  ther  ApojUe  fent  from  God.  —  Both   Sexes 

^'"' ^^y  come  before  Day  into  the  open  Places,  to 

*   _  get 
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get  a  Place  to  hear  him, — cry  and  ligh  at 
his  Difcourfes." 

Brother    Syhcfter  (  a    jefuit  )    run   up 
and  down  evcry-where  hunting  for  Souls; 

—  all  Sorts  of  People  flocked  from  Towns 

and  Villages,  oflFering  themfehes  and  their  Orlardin. 
good  Tbi figs.     Such  Strength  did  G^j^  give  ^'''- '• 
him.  ^'  ^  ^' 

St.  Francis's  Words  were  not  empty,  ^rev. 
and  meriting  Laughter  ;  but  perfumed  oa"*5|.' 
with  the  Odour  of  Divine  Revelation^  and 
turning  his  <iudicfice  into  a  vehement  Stu- 
por a?id  Admiration  :  Young  and  Old, 
Small  and  Great,  both  Sexes  crowded  af- 
ter this  new  Man  fent  down  from  Heaven^ 
this  fredi  Flower  of  the  World ;  —  not 
Room  to  hold  the  Company,  —  no  tread- 
ing on  the  Ground.  —  His  Words  were  a 
burning  Fire^ —  fliarp  Arrows  drawn  from 
the  ^a'ver  of  Gcd,  piercing  the  Heart. — 
God  fo  exalted  him  with  Glory,  and  made 
h'liVL  to  be  honoured  wherever  he  came  ; 
that  all  came  out  to  meet  him,  to  re- 
ceive him  with  the  utmoft  Reverence  and 
Devotion,  not  as  a  Man,  but  as  an  Angel, 

—  making    him    valuable    Prcfinfs,    and 
begging  him  to  flay   with   them.  — ^  And  Conform. 
happy  were  they,  who  could  hear,  or  fee,  ^g''  ^^^' 

Jpeak  to  him,    or  touch  him. —  Even  Crea-  " 
tures    void    of    Reafon,    Sheep    and  Ajj'eSy 
would  run    to    hear    him  preach    in  the 
Fields, 

D  2  The 
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Ibid.  Fol.       The  6"^/;?^  can't  help  owning  his  Pride, 

^^'  and  particularly   in  giving  a   Mantle  to  a 

Woman    out  of  Vanity  %     and   that  when 

the  People  honoured  him  for  his  Sanulitj, 

and  kijj'ed  his  Hands,  he  received  it  with 

great  Delight.  —  Their  Refpedt   to   him, 

he  fays,  is  nothing  in  refpedt  of  what  they 

ought  to  fhew  ;  — they  are  Gainers  by  it, 

becaufe   they   hereby   reco^nife   God,    and 

honour  him  i?i  his  Creature, 

Ribaden.       ,-St.  Anthony  %   Words    were    as    Flames 

^Q^"    9'    kindling  the  Heart,  —  drew  Sobs  and  Tears 

from   his   Auditors,  —  who    were    happy 

could  they  but  kijs  his  Hand,   or  touch  his 

Garment. 

St.  Ignatius  was  remarkable  for  his  fre- 
quent Relapfes  into  his  old  Strain  of  Vain- 
Ribac'en.  glory. — St.  Feter  of  Verona  was  reverenced 
p.  285.  through  all  Italy  like  an  Apoftle  -,  received 
every-where  with  public  and  folemn  Joy, 
—  with  Throngs  who  came  to  kiJs  his 
Hand,   and  his  Habif\ 

As  to  the  Mcthodifts  being  the  chief 
Objed  of  the  Z)m/'s  Hatred,  becaufe  they 
are  to  deftroy  his  Kingdom,  their  Boafting 
comes  too  late ;  that  having  been  effected 
Conform,  before  by  their  Elder  Brctlyren.  For 
Fol.  52.  <£  there  was  a  horrid  Commotion  in  Hell 
at  St.  Francis^  Birth,  becaufe'  the  Devils 
knew  that  Hell  was  to  be  deflroyed  by 
him,  and  his  Society  :  For  which  Reafon 
they  aimed  their  Spite  principally  againfl 

him. 
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lim. — The  Devil  was  enraged  with  Spite 
and  Hatred  agair.ft  St  Ignatius  for  the  fame 
Reafon  >  and  they  often  declared  in  what 
Fear  and  Awe  they  flood  of  him  ;  know- 
in\r  that  he  was   to  demoh/h  their  King- ^'^^''^"• 
dom  :  —  they  acknowledged  that  no   SeB  Gomtz. 
in  the  Univerfe  was  more  odious  to  them  p.^'S-  ^^' 
than  the  Jefuitsr  ^^So/'^' 

Mr.  W€jle)\  I  confefs,  is  not  fo  nau- 
feous  and  conftant  in  this  Strain  of  Vain- 
glory  :  He  feems  to  lay  his  Flot  deeper^ 
relating  moilly  what  may  redound  to  his 
Honour,  and  then  leaving  his  Prcielytes  . 
and  others  to  judge.  Some  times,  how- 
ever, he  can't  help  breaking  out  into  this 
fame  Coiifidence  of  Boafling,  "  I  think 
*'  verily,  if  the  Go/^£'/ be  true,  I  am  {\xiQ: 
"  for  I  give  all  my  Goods  to  feed  the 
"  Poor,  — give  my  Body  to  be  burned, 
**  drowned,  or  whatever  God  (hall  ap- 
*'  point,  —  I  foew  my  Faith  by  my  Works ^ 
*'  by  {taking  my  All  upon  it^ — therefore  i  Joum. 
"  are  my  Ways  not  like  other  Men's  L^-^'  ^^' 
*'  Ways."  —  Again,  ''  Are  they  read  in 
"  Philofophy  ?  So  was  I.  In  antient  or 
"  modern  Tongues  ?  So  was  I  alfo."  -^ 
With  a  long  String  of  Self- Commenda- 
tion. 

''  I  left  London,  —  went  to  jBr//?o/, -^  4  joarn. 
"  furprized  when  I  went  into  the  Room,  P-  ^5- 
"  juft   after   my   Brother   had   ended  his 
"  Sermon.      Some    wept    aloud  :    Some 

"  clafped 
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"  clafped   their  Hands  :    Some   fhouted  ; 
"  the  I'eft  fang  Praife.  —  Art  thou  come, 

Pag  96.  "  fays  another,  tho^^  BkJJed  of  the  Lord.'' 
A  flrange  Sort  of  tumultuous  Triumph  at  a 
religious  Meeting  to  hear  the  Word,  But 
—  Juch  Honour  have  all  the  Saints. 

"  In  applying  which  my  Soul  was  {o 
"  enlarged,  that  methought  I  could  have 
*'  cried  out  (in  another  Senfe  than  poor 
**  vain  Archimedes )    Give  me   where   to 

p.^r"*  "  ^^nd>  and  I  will  fliake  the  Earth." 
Were  Archimedes  alive,  furely  he  would 
fee  Reafon  to  return  the  Compliment. 
But,  high  as  this  Boaft  is  of  his  Abilities, 
I  think  there  remains  a  higher  Inflance  of 
his  Siifficiency  and  Prefumption,  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  himfelf  and  his  Brother.  "  The 
**  Wifdom  of  God  lias  for  many  Years, 
**  in  a  remarkable  Manner,  guarded  againft 
*'  this  pretence,  (i.  e.  of  not  employing 
"  ^t  In/lruments  )  with  Refpe(5t  to  7ny 
**  Brother  and  tne  in  particular.  —  What 
*'  Perfons  could,  in  the  Nature  of  Things, 
"  have  been  (antecedently)  lefs  liable  to 
"  Exception,  with  Regard  to  their  moral 
"  Charadier  at  leaft,  than  thofe  the  All- 
"  wife  God  hath  now  employed  ?  Indeed 
"  I  cannot  devife  what  Manner  of  Men 

Farther     f<  ^q^|j  j-j^^g    ht^xi   morc   unexceptionable 

App.  pag.  -T 

114,  115."  on  all  Account s.'' 

One  might  here  well  ask  the  Qucflion, 
which  himfelf  puts  to  the  Infidels^    "  May 

"  you 
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*'  you   not  difcover,  through   a  thoufand  parther 
*'  T>\(2,m{ts,  Pride,  Vanity j'Thirjl  of  Praife^  App. 
''  even    (who    would    beUeve    it?)    ofP^S^i* 
*'  Knaves  and  Fools?"   Or,  do  you  think, 
that  if  any  Regular  Clergy?nan  fliould  vaunt 
at  this   Rate,    and    proclaim   himfelf  the 
Jittefl  on  all  Accounts  for  the  higheft  Em- 
ployments, he  would  not  foon  loofe  his 
Charader  ;    perhaps    become    the    public 
Laughter,  and  be  hijjed  out  df  his  Place  ? 

I  can  at  prefent  think  of  no  Comparifon 
adequate   to   this   of  Mr.    Wejley  and  his 
Brother^    but  that  of  ^t.  Francis  and  St. 
Domi?2ic ;  the  Story  of  whom  we  have  in 
many  authentic  Writers,     "  When  Chrijl  Ribaden. 
"  had    lifted    up    his   Hand,    with   three  B^Lgh! 
"  Lances  in  it,   ready  to  dcftroy  Mankind  Aug.  4. 
"  for  their  Wickednefs,  the  Virgin  Mary  ^om' 4 
"  prevailed  upon  him  to  fiop  his  Hand,  Aug.  5. 
"  till   two  Servants   and  Clients    of  hers, 
"  St.  Dominic  and  St.  Francisy  iliould  be 
"  fent  to  Reform  the  World  by  their  JLa- 
*'  hours  and  Preachi?ig'\      They    are   the 
fame  Pair  of  Saints^  whom  the  Pope  in  a 
Vi/ion  faw    manifeftly   fupporting  the.  tot- 
tering Lateran  on  their  Shoulders :  Where- 
by his  i^ifallible  HoUnejs  found   himfelf  im- 
mediately ^/rf^f^^)'  Heaven  to  confirm  their 
refpedtive  Orders  and  Rules^  though  averfe 
to  it  before.     Brev.   Roman.  Odt.  5.  Led. 
6.  &  Ribaden,  pag.  574. 

Mr. 
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I  Journ.  Mr.  TVljitrJield^  I  obferved,  often  ov^ns 
^'S-  ^4-  his  own  Fride  :  and  Mr.  fFeJley  fays, 
"  By  the  moft  infallible  of  Froofsy  in- 
"  ward- Feeling  j  I  am  convinced  of  Pride ^ 
"  ^<:.".  I  ffiall  take  their  Word  for  it, 
and  proceed  to  obferve,  how  their  Followers 
foon  catch  the  Contagion,  and  are  naurally 
and  tz^iXy  puff ed-up  with  a  fancied  fuperior 
Knowledge,  Gifts,  and  Graces  j  after  being 
cajoled  by  their  Leaders  with  ample  Pro- 
mifes,  FxpeBations  and  Affiirances. 
Pag.  10.  The  accurate  Author  of  Obfe?^vations  on 
their  Condu^  }\i{\:\y  asks,  "  Whether  thofe 
"  exalted  Strains  in  Religion,  and  an 
"  Imagination  of  being  already  in  a  State 
*'  oiPerfeElion,  are  not  apt  to  lead  Men 
*'  into  Spiritual  Pride,  and  to  a  Co?itempt 
"  of  their  Fellow-Chriftians ;  while  they 
"  confider  them  as  only  going  on  in  the 
*'  low  and  imperfeB  Way  j  —  and  into  a 
**  Difeftecm  of  xhz'w: Superiors,  as  in  a  much 
"  lower  Difpe?ifationV  And  Mr.  Law 
(whom  they  fo  much  admire  on  other 
Accounts ;  and  whom  I  fhall  have  Occafion 
to  quote  again)  in  his  Treatife  of  Regenera- 
tion, "  Now  who  may  be  thought  the 
**  moft  likely  to  come  into  this  Religion  f 
"  [He  is  fpeaking  of  the  Methodifts,  and 
Pag.  Sg,  "  their  DoBrines]  Not  he,  who  is  deeply 
88,  94.'  «  humble,'  that  abhors  Self-Juftifcation.  — 
"Is  there  not  likely  to  be  Self-feeking, 
"  Self-confidence,    Self-trufl,   Self-deceit  ? 

"  —  Par- 
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*  —  Particular  Imprejjhns^  fenfible  Con- 
'■  viBians^  ftrong  TafteSj  high  Satisfac- 
'  tio?iSy  — -  if  much  fought  for,  or  refted 
'  in,   they  mlnifler  Food   to   a   Spiritual 

*  Self'lovi\  —  and  lay  the  Foundation  of 

*  Spiritual  Pride. — Tliey  may  till  us  with 
'  SelJ-fatisfa^tioriy  and  Self-ejteejriy  and 
'  prompt  us  to  defpije  others  that  want 
'  them,  as  in  a  poory  meaiiy  and  repro->- 
^  bate  State.''     With  much  much  more 

well  deferving  the  ferious  Confideration  of 

the  Methodifts. 

Of  fuch  a  Tendency  to  Pride,  exemplified 

in  Fad:,  Mr.  Wejley  himfelf  gives  us  feveral 

Inflames.  ''  I  met  with  one,  who  hav* 
ing  been  lifted  up  with  the  Abundance 
of  Joy  which  God  had  given  her,  had 
fallen  into  fuch  Elafphemies  and  vain 
Imaginations,  as  are  not  common  fcO 
Men.  In  the  Afternoon  I  found  ano- 
ther Inftance,  nearly,  I  fear,  of  the 
flzme  Kind:  One,  who  after  much  of 
the  Love  of  God  fhed  abroad  in  her  4  JouTn- 
Heart,  was  become  wife  far  above  what  ^^^'  ^^' 
is  written.  —  I  earneftly  befought  them 
all  to  keep  clear  of  vain  Speculations.  — 
While  we  were  in  the  Room,  Mrs. 
y — s  took  the  Bible  to  read  :  But  on  a 
fudden  threw  it  away,  fiying,  /  am 
good  enough,  1  will  ?iever  read  or 
pray  more  :  —  /  don't  defire  to  be  any 
better  than  I  am.  She  fpoke  many 
E  *'  Things 
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4  Journ.    «  Things    to    the    fame   Effed ;    plainly 
pag-  66.    ,,  fhewing   that  the  Spirit  of  Tridc,  and 
"  of  Lyes,    had  the  tuU  Dominion   over 
**  her.— 

I  was  with  one,  who  told  me,  "  that 
"  hitherto  fhe  had  been  taught  of  Man, 
*'  but  now  il»e  was  taught  of  God  ofily,'* 
She  added,  "  that  God  had  told  her,  not 
*'  to  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper  any 
"  more,  fince  iht  fed  upon  Chriji  continu- 
Ibid.  <c  ^//y,/'  Q  who  is  fecure  from  Satmis 
transforming  himfelf  into  an  Angel  of  Light.  ? 
It  were  to  be  wi(hed,  that  the  Teachers 
themfelves  would  duely  weigh  their  own 
RefleBions  ;  and  that  all  others  would  ab- 
;ftain  from  fuch  a  T)ifpenJation,  which  con- 
■feffedly  leads  People  into  thefe  horrid  &- 
periences  of  Blafphemy  and  Pride. 

The  famous  Enthufiaft  Mrs.  Bourignon, 
who  alTumed  the  Charader  of  an  Infpired, 
(with  whofe  Writings  I  find  fome  of  the 
Methodifis  are  not  unacquainted  j  as  if  they 
had  not  WildnefTes  enough  in  their  own 
s  I'd  vir--'^^^^^^^ ')  ^^^  theAcutenefs  to  obferve,  "  that 
tue.p.iio."  the  Prefumption  of  Affurances  is  the  De- 
"  vil's  Device^  deluding  People  by  fenfible 
"  Conflations  a?2d  Siveetnefs^  and  bri.iging 
"  them  into  the  iitrnoji  Peril : — that  the 
<*  Devil  faftens  Men  to  thefe  Sen/ibilities, 
"  and  makes  them  t'^.ereby  i;^/??  and  proud. 
<«  .—When  we  take  Pleafure  in  them,  we 

"  turn 
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"turn    from    God,  —  'TIs    the    Devil's 
"  Sfiare," 

§  4.  One  would  think  their  Bladder  of 
Pride  a?jd  Fai?2-giory  were  now  fufficiently 
fioclled :  but  it  l«ems  it  muft  be  blown  up 
more.  One  of  their  Preachers  efpecially, 
and  fometioies  others  of  them,  are  fo  pre- 
fumptuous  as  to  be  fond  oi  comparing  them- 
felves  with  Patriarchs^  Prophets^  and  A- 
pofih's  ;  and  even  with  Chriji  himlelf. 

They  cannot  open  the  Bible ^  and  there- 
by turn  the  Holy  Scriptures  into  a  Lottery ^ 
but  they  are  fure  of  a  Prize  ;  fome  Pane- 
gyric  upon  themfelves  and  Profelytes ;  or 
fome  fpecial  DireSfion  and  Injlrudlion, 
They  cannot  read,  or  hear,  JLefjom^  Pfahns, 
Epi/iles  and  Gofpels ;  but  they  have  Saga- 
city enough  to  find  fomething  peculiarly 
concerning  themjehes.  And  they  feem  to 
be  intent  upon  this  very  Purpofe.  As  if 
the  whole  Bihle  were  a  fort  of  Prophecy 
(defigned  at  lead  by  way  o^  Accommodatioii) 
of  their  MiJJion  ;  and  entirely  intcrefted  ia 
the  Honour  and  Advancement  of  their  va^ 
luable  Perfons,  and  important  Whims. 

Former  Fanatical  Saints  will  fupply  us 
with  fufBcient  Parallels  of  this  Nature  j 
particularly  the  fame  Mrs.  Bourignon, 
whofe  Sagacity  found  out  '*  many  Things 
in  Scripture  which  were  fulfilled  in  her  i — , 
fhe  was  the  Woman  foretold  in  the  Apoca- 
E  2  Upfe^ 
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lypfe,  that  had  the  Church  in  herfelf,  cloath^ 
ed  with  the.  Sini^  and  having  the  Moon  un--' 
der  her  Feet.  She  made  herfelf  equal  to, 
if  not  greater  than,  the  Apojiles^  who 
underjlood  only  in  Part,  jfejus  was  but 
partly  the  Seed  cf  the  Woman  ;  v/ith  fome 
Hints  that  fie  and  her  Works  were  com- 
pletely fir 

Biit  for  this  Sort  of  Prfiuwption  I  don't 
know  a  fuller  Comparifin  than  The  Book  of 
Conformities  between  the  Lives  of  fifus 
Chrift  and  St.  Francis.  'Tis  a  large  Folio ^ 
written  by  Barthohmaeus  de  'Pi/is ,  applying 
moft  of  the  magnificent  ^r editions  in  the 
Bible  to  St.  Francis,  making  him  better 
than  feveral  of  the  Apofiles,  and  even  fur 
perior  to  Chrift  as  to  Miracles.  The  Book 
was  printed  at  Milan,  15 lo,  with  the 
Licence  and  Approbp.tion  of  the  Geiieral 
Chapter  of  the  Francifians,  as  written  by 
the  Favour  of  God,  and  wanting  no  Cor- 
rection. From  this  Edition  was  ex  traded 
'The  Alcoran  of  the  Francifians.  But  it 
feems  Corredlion  was  afterwards  found  ne- 
ceflary  \  and  the  Book  was  re-publifijed  at 
Bononia,  in  1590,  (which  is  the  Edition 
I  ufe)  wherein  many  of  its  extravagant 
Fables  and  Blafphemies  are  omitted. 
I  Dealing.  To  begin  then.  "  God,  fays  Mr.  White^ 
Pag'i-  infield,  feparated  me  even  from  my  Mo- 
."  thers  Womb  for  the  Work,  i.  e.  Metho- 

"  difmr 
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*'  difmr     As  he  did  IJaiah,  Ch.  xlix.  i. 
and  'Jeremiah^  \.  5. 

Cbrijl    fo    loved    Mngdukn   of   Pazzi,  Life.  §.  i. 
that  ho  chofe  her  for  his  SpciiJ'e  from  her 
Mother's  Womb. 

"  My  Sufferings  were  of  an  uncommon  \  Dealing. 
"  Nature  ; — Sata?i  feem'd  to  have  defired^^S-  36. 
'*  me  \n  particular,   to   fift  me  as  Wheat.'" 
Becaufc  Chnji  faid  this  of  St.  Peter. 

When  he  is  ill,  "  fully  convinced  that  jbid.p.57. 
"  SataJi  had  as  full  a  PolTeffion  given  over 
*'  my  Body,  as  he  had  once  over  Jell's.'' 

When  ftupid,  and  *'  unable  to  compofe  ibi^.  p.67. 
"  any  Thing, — I  found  a  Quotation  out 
"  of  Ezekiel,  that  Toiwg  Prophet,  'Thou 
"  Jlmlt  be  dumb  5  but  ivhen  1  jpeak  unto 
"  thee,  then  fhalt  thou  /peak.  Which 
*'  made  me  quite  eafy."  The  lame  was  ^^j"^')''^^; 
St.  Francis'^  Cafe. 

When   in  his  Surplice  to   be  Ordained,  i  Dealing, 
he  is  like  Samuel  jtanding  bejore  the  Lord^^^'  ^^^ 
in  a  Linen  Ephod. 

After  Ordination,  "  I  feel  the  Holy  Ghoft  3  Joum. 
"  as  much  as  Elijha  did  when  Elijah  dropt^'^^'  ^^' 
••*  his  Mantle. — A   double   Portion   of   his 
"  Spirit  is  M^oxwnt  indeed.'' — ''^t.  Francis  Conhrm. 
was  like  Elipoa,  by  pofTeffing  a  double  Pro-^^^-  ^^^* 
ptetic  Spirit. 

With  a  Rabble  at  his  Heels,  "  he  is 
**  like  JoJJjua^  conquering  the  devoted  Na- 
*'  tions,  and  dividing  the  Land." 

With 
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With  refped  to  the  Eftahlifhed  Clergy, 
"  Though  we  are  hut  few,  and  (land  as  it 
*'  were  alone,  like  Elijah ;  and  though, 
"  like  the  Priefts  of  Baal,  they  are  many 
"  in  Number;  yet  I  doubt  not  but  the 
*'  Lord  will  appear  for  us." 

In  one  of  his  Reveries,  "  he  walks  with 
God  in  the  Garden — and  fees  him  Face  to 
Face.'' — h.%  Adam  and  Mofes  did, — '*  Bro- 
ther Sylvefter,  a  Francifcan,  talked  with 
God  as  one  Friend  doch  with  another, 
like  another  Mofes.  Mrs.  Bourrgnon 
had  Communion  with  God,  as  familiar  as 
one  Child  with  another.'" 

On  reading  the  firft  Lejjon,  "  about 
"  the  Oppo/ition  to  Aaron  s  Triefthood  -, 
"  God  determining  who  was  in  the  right, 
"  by  caufing  his  Rod  to  hkjjom,  when  the 
**  other  Rods  produced  nothing.  So  let  it 
"  happen,  O  Lord,  to  me,  thine  unworthy 
**  Servant.'* 

On  reading  the  fecond  LefTon,  "  where 
"  St.  Faul  recounted  his  Sufferings  for 
"  Chrift,  againft  the  Infinuations  of  the 
"  Falfe  Apoftles  ;  Bleffed  be  God, — I  have, 
*'  in  moji  Things  there  recorded,  in  fo?ne 
*'  fmall  Degree  had  Felloivfl:ip  with  the 
"  Apojile ;  and  before  /  dye,  I  doubt  not 
*'  but  I  jhall  fyjnpathize  with  him  in  mojl 
"  other  Articles. — The  People  were  intent 
"  upon  7ne ;  their  Eyes  befpoke  the  Lan- 


guage 
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*'  guage  of  their  Hearts :  Each  feem'd  to 
**  fay,  Thou  art  the  Man." 

"  The  Lcffojis,  you  fay,  Sir,  were  (o 
very  remarkable^  that  in  reading  you  could 
not  forbear  bhiPAvg  much -y'  which  fhews 
that  you  made  the  Application.  The  Clergy 
are  the  Rebels  againfl  Aaron's  Minifiry, 
tjie  Clergy  are  the  Falfe  Prophets :  you  are 
Aaro7i^  you  St.  FauL  And  did  not  you 
hlujh  in  writing  this  ?  The  Infinuation  is 
as  modejt  as  your  Prayer  is  charitable^  that 
no  Teacher's  Labours  and  Preaching  may 
produce  any  Things  except  your  own. 

You  was  obferved  to  be  a  Cherubim  in  Conform, 
preaching:  and  St  Francis  one  of  the  Se-^^^' ^'^^' 
raphims. 

And  yet  this  will  not  fuffice :  you  muft 
even  compare  yourfelf  with  ChriJ^,  and 
boldly  apply  to  your  own  Reverence  what 
was  (poken  of  him. 

Thus,  "  At  my  firfl  fetting  out — I  grew '  Deal, 
in  favour  both  with  God  and  Man.""  ^^^'  ^^' 

At  fome  Oppodtion  from  the  Clergy  you  3  Joum. 
fay,  "  Had  another  came  in  his  own  Name,^^^'  ^^' 
him  they  would  have  received.''     They  have 
no  Miffion^  come  when  they  are  not  called ; 
you  are  the  Sefit  of  God. 

Accordingly,  "  Lord  tlipu  calledfl:  me.ibid. 
"  Lo  I  I  come  to  do  thy  Will.    And,  blefTedp-ig-  64. 
"  be  God^   there  is  one  coming  after  me''"-- 
Meaning,  I.fuppofe,   Mr.  Wejlcy. 

In 
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3  Jo«rn.        In  preaching,  "  my  Heart  was   full  of 

*  '°  ■  *'  Gody  and  I  [pake  as  one  having  Autho- 

"  r/V_)'."     Spoken  of  Chrift,  Matt.  vii.  29. 

Ribaden.    So  alfo  St.  Ignatius  fpoke,  tanquam  potej- 

pag-  549-  tatem  habens,  as  one  having  Authority. 

3  journ.        "  Had   the  Pieafure  of  feeing  my  Au- 

P3g-  55-    "  dience  fo  much  increafed  —  no  lefs  than 

**  twenty  Jhoujand  prefent.     Bleffed  are  the 

"  Rye:  which  jee  the  T^hings  which  we  fee^' 

Words  peculiar  only  for  thofe  v/ho  faw 

Chrift  in  the  FleJJj.  Luke  x.  23. 

So  the  Difciples   of   St.   Francis^   fore- 
knowing his  Dcftinaticn  to  Honour,  were 
Conform,  like  Abraham^  who  rejoiced  to   fee  Chrift' s 
Foi.  31.    Day  J    and   were   glad -^   and  this  foretold 
their  feeing  St.  Francis. 

During  his  Attendance  on  publick  If'or- 

Jhip ;    "In   the  fecond  Lejjon  were  thefe 

T  "  remarkable  Woxd^,  And  the  His'h'J^rielts. 

pag  50.    "  and  the  Scribes,    and  the  Chief  of   the 

"  People  fought  to   deftroy  him,    but  they 

"  CQidd  7iGt  find  what  they  might  do  to  him  : 

•'  For  all  the  People  were  attentive  to  hear 

"  him.'' 

In  Expectation  of  meeting  his  Difciples  > 
— -"  When  fefiis  was  returned,  the  People 
Jotirn.  "  gladly  received  hifn ;  for  they  were  all 
pag.  18,  "  waiting  for  him.  Thefe  laft  Words 
'*  were  refnarkably  prefjed  upon  77ie,  when 
"  I  was  confulting  God, — whether  I  fhould 
*'  return  to  England.'' 

In 


u 
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la  the  melilncholy  Hour  oi parting  from  3  ]o\irri. 
his    Difciplcs;  —  "  they    weep    for    Mr.P'2-64- 
Whitejield  as  though  they  were  mourning 
for  the  Death  of  their  Firfl-horny  —  ^^  At 
*'  the  Thoughts  of  parting,  fays   Mr.  Se- 
"  ward,  with  lb  dear  a  Companion  as  5ro- 
"  ther  PVhitefield,    I  could  think  of   no- 
thing, but  ChrifVs  parting  from  his  Z)//-journ. 
ciples,   and   his  telling  them,  It  is  expe^"?-  ^S>^^' 
dient  for  you  that  1  go  away  :  for  if  I 
go  not  away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  : 
but  if  I  depart,  I  will  fend  him  unto  you, 
"  And  Jefus  Chrift  was  not  worfe  thaii 
"  his   Word. — I  was  comforted  for  the 
*'  Abfence  of  Brother  JVhitefield  by  this 
"  T^exf,   A  little  While ,  and  ye  Jhall  fee  me, 
*'  and  again  a  little  While ^  and  ye  Jhall  not 
"  fee  me,'' 

Had  any  one  but  a  ^aint  thus  applied 
our  Lord's  Words,  it  would  have  looked 
like  profane  Drollery.  But  luckily  it  jumps 
in  with  St.  Dominic''^  Words,  at  whofe 
Beck  the  Dentils  trembled^  when  he  was 
leaving  this  World  ,  "  Weep  not,  my  dear- 
*'  eft  Friends,  nor  let  my  corporeal  De- 
**  parture  trouble  you  :  I  fliall  be  more 
*'  ufeful  to  you  in  the  Place  whither  I 
"  am  going,  than  I  was  here  :  and  you 
"  will  have  itie  a  better  Advocate  after  my 
*'  Death,  than  you  could  have  me  in  this 
*'  Life."  Anthonin,  Florentin,  Sec  Mor* 
ncei  Myflerium  Iniquitatis,  Pag.  246. 

F  *^  One 
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"  One  Day  perceiving  an  uncommon 
jbrought,  and  difagreeable  CIaf?tminefs  in 
my  Mouth,  and  ufing  Things,  but  in 
vain,  to  allay  my  Thirjij  it  was  fuggefted 
to  me,  that  when  Chrift  on  the  Crofs  cried 
out,  I  thirfty  his  Siifferings  were  near  at 
an  End.  Upon  which  I  cried  out,  / 
,  Dealing.  ^;^/,^^  ;  J^^/r/?  /— foon  after  I  was  deliver- 
ed.  Is  not  this  enough  to  make  one  s 
Eai's  tingle  f 

But  there  is  worfe  ftill.     He  prefumes 
to   rob  our  Saviour  of  his  very  Office  of 
1  Deal.     Redeemer,     "  Tho',  Satan  for  fome  Weeks 
pag.  46.    <c  -^^^   httn.    biting    my    Heel^    God    was 
**  pleafed  to  fhew  me,  that  /  (hould  foop 
"  bruife    his   Head."      In   another    Place 
J  indeed  Jie    allows    his   Brother- Methodifts 
3  joufn-  a  Share  of  this  Prerogative :    "   Though 
^^2"    '■    "  Satan  is  permitted  to   bruife  our  Heel^ 
"  yet  we  fhall    in    the    End    bruife  his 
•*  Head"     But  in  both  Places  this  Rob- 
bery  is    committed   without   any   Allow- 
ance   to    Chrift,    or     Intimation    of   his 
doing  it  by  Mr.  Whitejield' s  Means,  or  In- 
Jirumentality  oj  the  Methodifts.     The  Ra- 
pifts  affign  this  favi?ig  Office  to  the  Virgin 
Mary,  ipja  conteret  ferpentis  caput,  [he  fhall 
bruife  the  Serpent's   Head  :  And  Madam 
Bourigjion  is  vain  enough  to  publifli,  that 
yefits   Chrift   was  partly   the  Seed  of  the 
Woman,  but  that  her  Dodfrines  a?id  Wri- 
tings were  to  be  fo  in  the  full  Accompliflj- 

ment. 
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merit.  Bat  at  length,  it  feems,  the  Ho- 
nour belongs  to  Mr.  Whitcjield  and  Corn' 
party. 

Nor  is  this  much  unlike  the  blafphe- 
mom  Saying  of  the  Francijcans^  "  that 
"  Jefus  'Chrifl  faved  the  World  before  St, 
"  Francis  came,  but  he  afterwards.'* 

Whatever  Excufes  may  be  made,  or 
however  Mr.  Whitefield  may  difclaim  any 
fuch  exalted  Intention ;  to  this  high  Tie* 
gree  of  Prefumption  the  Words,  as  they 
/land  in  his  fournals^  do  in  Reality  a^ 
mount.  And  we  may  reafonably  think, 
that  fuch  Perfons  by  fuch  Expreffions  ei- 
ther are  biirlefquing  the  Scriptures^ —  or  run 
mad  with  Tride.  According  to  a  very 
favourable  Confl:rud:ion,  "  Vanity  of  Va- 
'^  nities  :  all  is  Vanity.''*  And  feeing  not 
another^  but  their  own  Lips  thus  extol 
them,  it  brings  to  Mind  the  CharaBer  of 
that  Antichrijlian  Power  (Rev.  xiii.  5,  6.) 
To  whom  was  given  a  Mouth  fpeaking 
great  Things^  —  and  he  opened  his  Mouth 
in  Blafphemy. 

Upon  our  charging  the  MethodiJIs  "  with  Farther 
"  making  themfelves  like  the  Apojlles,  Mr,  ^PP"^ 
"  JVefley  calls  this  a/Z/y  ObjeSlion,  —   be-^^^ 
"  caufe  every  Man  ought  in  fome  Refpe&s 
"  to  be  like  Apo/lles,  —  in  holy  Tempers, 
"  Exemplarinefs  of  Life,  Labours  for  the 
"  Good    of  Souls."     Who  doubts  it?  or 
blames  any  Mortal  for  it  ?    'Tis  not  for 
f  2  making 
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making  the  Apoflks  2.n  Example  of  Holi'^ 
nefs,  &c.  that  we  fix  our  Charge  on  the 
Methodifts;  but  for  Unholinefs^  in  prciid 
Boajiings  of  a  like  Dignity  and  Authority  ; 
for  Pretenfions  to  Inspiration,  and  other 
extraordinary  Gifts^  and  miraculous  Towers^ 
(as  will  farther  appear  anon  )  and  even 
comparing  themfelves  with  our  Lord. 
Jnftead  of  our  ObjeSlion  being  Jilly^  their 
Solution  of  it  \^  {Imfling  and  prevaricatijig, 
fhe  Wind  hath  bound  them  up  in  her  Wings ^ 
and  carried  them  away  into  the  Regions 
of  Vanity^  to  the  Borders  of  Blafpheniy. 

|.  ^.  Another  prefumptuous  Flight  ufu- 
al  among  Enthufiafts  is  the  Affectation  of 
Prophefying,  and  other  miraculous  Gifts  an4 
Operations :  A  fuppofed  Power  of  this 
Nature  not  only  fwelling  their  Vanity^ 
but  promoting  their  Cauf ;  as  it  gratifies 
a  natural  Itch  of  peeping  into  Futurity, 
and  tends  to  induce  a  Belief  of  their  Di- 
vine Infpiration.  And  this  alfo  is  an  Ar- 
ticle in  Charge  againft  Methodifin. 

Fir  ft  for  Prophecy.  Mr.  White  field  was  a 
very  early  Nibhler  at  this,  and  a  great 
Dealer  in  Omens,  Prefages,  and  other  Di- 
vinations concerning  himfelf  and  his  neixx 
Difpenfation.  Nor  can  we  read  the  Lives 
of  Siuy  great  Men,  but  we  find  fuch  Kind 
pf  Auguries,  relating  to  their  Birth,  Ex- 
ploits, and  Fortunes,  And  altliough  what 
'I  fliali 
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I  fliall  mention  may  feem  trivial  and  rl^ 
diculcus  i    it  will   however  J}:ew  the  Man, 
and    has  no  doubt   had  a  due   Influence 
on  his  Followers. 

Firil  in  Order  is  the  "  Clrcumfliance  of 
"  his  being  born  in  an  Inn,  the  Bell-Inn 
^*  at  Gloucefter, — which  was  of  great  Ser- 
■*'  vice  to  me,  fays  he,  and  excited  my 
*'  Endeavours  to  follow  the  Example  of  i 
"  my  dear  Saviour,  who  was  born  in  a  \  Dealing, 
•*'  Manger  belonging  to  an  Inn'"*  i.  e.  Be-  P^2-  8. 
ing  born  in  an  Inn  makes  him  like  Chrift, 
who  was  not  born  in  an  Inn  j  —  nor,  that 
I,  or  he,  can  tell,  in  a  Manger  belonging 
to  an  Inn.  From  the  Circumftance  of  the 
Sign  of  the  Bell  he  might  more  aptly 
have  prophefied,  that  in  Time  he  fliould 
become  as  foimding  Brafs,  —  or  the  Bells 
every-where  ring  for  him,  on  making  his 
public  E,?it ranee. 

His  Omen  however  correfponds  to  that 
of  the  famous  Tope  Hildebrand,  whole 
Father  being  a  Carpenter,  it  was  thence 
prefaged,  that  he  fhould  be  Chriffs  Vicar, 
and  have  u?iiverfal  Dominion. 

And   no   lefs  a   Man   than   the   Pope'sAnn^L 
Champion,  Baronius,  hath  affured  us,   thatj?73- 
his  being  like  his  Saviour,  the  Carpenter's 
Son  ;  and  his  carving  out  merely  by  Chance 
before   he  knew  Letters,    Dominabitur  a 
pari  ad  mare,    he  jhall  rule  from  Sea  to 

Seay 
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Sedj    were   certainly  divhie   Oftejifs. 

To    compleat   the    Comparifon    too,    it    is 

poffible  Mr.  JVhitefield  may  have  been  fo 

happy  as  to  write  this  Prefage,  before  he 

knew  Letters, 

Annal.  T^g    Qther    Circumftance,    that  "  his 

N°.i6.     "  Mother  ufed  to  fay,  while  he  was   an 

"  Infant^  that  Oie  expeded  more  Comfort 

"  from  him  than  any  other  of  her  Chil- 

*^  dren,"  has  Variety  of  'Parallels  in  the 

Popifj     Legends^      where     the      Mother  s 

Dreams  are   fo  often    made  Prophecies  of 

Conform,  the  Soil  s  Grandeur,     "  When  St.  Francis 

fo-iy-    -^35    but   in  a  fecular  State,    his    Mother 

by   divine    Influence  faid,    What    do   you 

think  that  Son  of  mi?ie  will  turn  out  ?  By 

Grace  he  will  be  a  Child  of  God. St. 

Ribaden.    St.  Dominic's  Mother^  befides   her  Dream 

pag.  570.  of  having  a  Dog  in  her  Womb,  with  a 

burning    Torch  in   his    Mouth,    had   the 

good  News  by  Revelation^  that  fhe  (hould 

have  a  Son  endowed  with  many  Gifts  and 

Virtues.'* 

Ibid.  pag.      "  One  Morning  I  faid  to  my  Sifter ^  — • 

*^'  **  Go^/ intends   fomething  for  w^-,  —  will 

"  provide    for    me   fome   Way    that  we 

"  cannot   apprehend.      How   I   came  to 

**  fay  thefe  Words,  I   know   not.      But 

"  God  afterwards   fliewed  me  they  came 

"  from  him,  ■ —  I  areamed,  that  I   was  to 

"  fee  God  on  Mount  Sinai  :  — ?  this  made  a 

"  great  Imprefjion  upon  me,  and   a  Gen- 

*■   tlewornan^ 
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"  tlewoffum,    to    whom     I    told    It,  faid, 
"  George^  this  is  a  Call  from  God.  —  One  Ribaden. 
''  Night  an  unaccountable,  but  very  ftrong  P^s-  ^z. 
*'  hnprejjion  was  made   upon    my   Heart, 
"  that  I  fhould  preach  quickly.  —  God  has 
^'  fince    fhewed    whence   that  Impreflion 
"  came."      A   notable   Impreflion    truly, 
that    one   defigned   for   a   Scholar    fhould 
come  to  preach.     But  in  i\\t  fecond  Edi- ?&g.  13. 
tion  of  his  Dealings,    when  he  recolledls 
that  he  was  now  in  Print,  he  cunningly 
flips  in   by  Way  of  Amendment    to   his 
Dream,  ''  that  I  fliould  preach  and  print 
"  quicky",  which  is, prophefying  oi ?iTKm^ 
after  it  came  to  pafs. 

He  has  prophetic  Notice  of  a  future  Con- 
verfation  with  a  Lord,  and  of  his  Money 
jingling  in  his  Hand.  *'  God  was  pleafed  1  Dealing. 
"  to  give  me  previous  Notice  of  it.  —  I 
"  dreamed  that  I  was  talking  with  his 
"  Lordjhip,  and  that  he  gave  me  fome 
"  Gold^  which  feemed  to  found  again  in 
"  my  Hands.  —  Afterwards  he  made  me  a 
"  Prefent  oijive  Guineas,  which  did  found 
"  again  in  my  Hands." — 

You  hereby  fee  the  Man^  and  his  fu- 
perjlitioufly  Enthufiajiic  Head.  Otherwife 
it  would  be  as  idle  a  Thing  to  repeat,  as 
in  him  to  write,  thefe  frivolous  OmenSy 
Dreams,  ImpreJJions,  Revelations, —  all  pro- 
phetical. 

There 
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There  is  a  plain  Intimation  alfo  of 
this  prophetic  Spirit  in  Mr.  Wejley- 
"  For  fome  Time  I  had  vifited  a  Soldier 
''  in  Prifon  every  Day.  But  —  1  toid 
"  him,  Do  not  expeB  to  fee  me  an^ 
*'  more,  —  /  believe  Satan  will  feparat^  us 
*'  for  a  Seafon.  Accordingly,  the  next 
"  Day  I  was  informed,  that  the  Csm- 
4  Jo"^"-  "  manding  Officer  had  given  ftrift  Orders,^ 
pag-  •  c{  ^.^^  neither  Mr.  fVefley,  nor  any  of  his 
"  People,  fliould  be  admitted. " 

But  in  the  Trogrcfs  of  their  Minif!:ry 
they  rife  higher,  and  come  to  PrediBiom 
of  greater  Things,  With,  regard  to  them- 
fehes,  and  Increafe  and  Dilatation   of  the 

2  Journ.  Family  of  Methodifm. —  Hence  "  the  great 
p.  >9-  55-  "  Work,  which  God  i?itends,  and  is  ?io-w 

"  beginning  to  work  over  all  the  Earth," 

3  Journ.  —  Hence,  fays  Mr.  Whitefield,  "  God  will 
P'  3>  ^6,  f«  make  his  Power  to  be  known  in  me. — ^ 
*"*■■  *'  And  ytt  I  fiall  fee  greater  Things  than 

"  thefe. — Ifhall  be  exalted.  —  There  cer- 
"  tainly  will  be  2i  fulfilling  of  thofc  Things 
*'  which  God  by  his  Spirit  hath  fpoken 
"  unto  my  Soul. — There  are  many  Pro- 
*'  mifes  to  be  fulfilled  in  me.  —  This,  I 
"  know  J  what  I  have  fpoken  from  God 
"  lioill  come  to  pafs :  Lo  I  it  will ! — 
Letters.  "  ^^"^  glorious  Soul  -  Brother  had    it 

"  revealed  to  him  in  Spirit,  thefe  two 
*'  Years,  that  fome  fuch  as  he  fliould  be 
"  fent  oiGod  into  thefe  Parts." 

"  The 
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*'  The  Lord  revealed  himfelftoa  Child 
*'  about  feven  Years  old  in  an  amazing 
*'  Manner: — -in  a  Rapture^  and  by  the 
"  uncommon  Earneftnefs  the  Spirit  gave 
"  her  to  wreftle  for  the  Churches,  fhe 
''  thought  that  an  uncommon  Work  would 
"  be  wrought  on  the  Earth.  Many  fuch 
"  Inftances  of  the  Outpouring  of  the  Spirit 
"  we  have  among  us." 

Sometimes    Mr.    Whitefield  throws  out 
his  Predicfions  of  the    Ferfccutiom  he    is 
to  undergo,    and  (according   to    his  ufual 
Moderty)  in  Analogy  to  the  Sufferings  of 
Chriji,    "  Yet  a  little  while,    and  a  fut-  j  jo^rn, 
*'  fering  Time  will  come.     1  cannot  follow  \\,  12, 
*'  him  now,  but  I  pjallfolloiv  him  hereafter.  '5'  ^^' 
"  ■—  My   Hour  is   not  yet  come.  -—  I  find 
*'  the  infinite  Wifdom    of  God  in  jending 
**  7ne  to  England.     But  God  will  manifeft 
"  his    mighty   Arm  in  the   Salvation    of 
*'  Georgia.'' 

Where,  befides  the  Gift  of  Prophecy, 
we  have  a  new  ArgiimeJit  for  the  Infinity 
of  God's  Wifdom,  which  I  hope  all  future 
Writers  on  the  divine  Attributes  will  re^ 
member,  (viz.)  the  fending  of  Mr.  George 
Whitefield  from  Georgia  into  England. 

Popifli  Legends  are  fluffed  with  Boafts 
of  this  Sort.  "  St.  Fra?2cis  rifing  from 
Sleep  in  great  Joy,  and  being  asked  the 
Reafon  of  fuch  a  Tranfport,  anfwered 
prophetically y  *  /  know  that  IJhall  be  a  great 
G  Prince* 
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7rince.\     Another  Time  being  in  Prifon^ 
yet  highly  exulting,  cries  out,    *  What  do 
Conform.  ^^^^  ffjljjk  of  vnt  ?  1  fiall yct  be  adored  over 
'""  '  all  the  Earth'  —  One  Day  he  prophefied 
with  a  loud  Voice  —  of  a  Church  which 
fhould   hereafter   become   a   Moiiaftery   of 
Females,  by  whom  God  fhould  be  glori- 
fied.     And  it   was   fulfilled  to  a  Letter^ 
ji^jd^      becoming   in    Time  the  Monaflery  of  St, 
Clara,     Once  being  in  a  Rapture,  and  tbe 
Bofom  of  his  Mind  dilated,  he  faw  clearly 
what  fhould  happen  in  Futurity  to  him- 
felf  and  Children.  —  Be  comforted^   and 
Bonavent.  fejoiQe  in   the  Lord^    my   Deareft^   nor  be 
Cap*.  3.'    dejeSied  or  afraid^  becauje  we  are  few  and 
fimple  J  becaufe  it  has  verily  been  Jhewn  me 
from  the  Lord,  that  he  will  increafe  us  into 
a  great  Multitudey    multiply    and  enlarge 
us, 

God  gave  the  Gift  of  Prophecy  to  St. 

Ribaden.   Anthony  5  —  he  foretold  to  a  certain  Lady^ 

P^g-  593-  that  God  would  give  her  a  Son  that  fhould 

be   great  in  the  Lord's  Churchy    a  Fran- 

cifcan  Friar ^  and  a  Martyr.     And  fo  it 

happened. 

Orlandin.       A   holy  Nun  declared,    that  while  fhe 

Hill.  Jef.  ^^^g  praying  for  the  Good  of  the  Churchy 

pag,"37o.  and  Reformatio?!  of  Manners  j    God  fore- 

fliewed  her  from  above,  that  the   Society 

of  yefuits  fhould  arife,  who,  as  new  Apo- 

Jiles,  fliould  take   Pains  in   working  Con- 

verjiom  over  all  the  World/' 

Num- 
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Numbers  of  young  fc??m!e  Prophet efjes 
are  eafily  fuppllcd  out  of  the  Tope  s  Bud- 
get^ (as  St.  Bridget^  Catherine  of  Sienna y 
Hildcgardy  St.  Rofa,  Terefa^  &c.)  who  all 
foretold  wonderful  Things  of  themfelves, 
and  the  feveral  Religious  Orders.  The 
Light  of  Prophecy  is  indeed  one  of  their 
boafted  Marh  of  the  true  Churchy  of 
which  they  give  a  hundred  Inftances,  and 
challenge  Froteftants  to  produce  the  like. 
Would  they  but  come  among  the  Metho- 
diftsj  they  might  fee  their  Challenge  an- 
fwered,  and  perhaps  be  induced  to  em- 
brace them  as  Brethren,  or  even  to  give 
them  the  right  Hand  of  Fellowjhip. 

§.  6.  The  fame  may  be  faid  with  regard 
to  Miracles,  another  Mark  of  the  true 
Church,  which  their  Enthu/iaftic  Impojiors^ 
and  mod  others,  have  been  fond  of,  as 
one  of  the  chief  and  moil  awful  Proof  of 
their  Pretenfions.  They  know  the  Vul- 
gar are  ever  delighted,  amazed  and  drawn 
by  any  Thing  of  the  Marvellous^  efpecially 
if  heightened  into  the  Miraculous ;  and 
thereby  ealily  perfuaded  of  the  IVonder^ 
monger's  divine  Mijjion, 

Here  alfo  the  Methodi/is  have  been 
dabbling. — Some  hifiafxes  of  an  extraor- 
dinary Nature,  procured  by  the  Merits  and 
Intercefion  of  the  Methodifls,  I  (hall  re- 
ferve  for  another  Chapter ;  and  fhall  here 
G  3  only 


(     44     ) 

only  point  out  a  few  Cafes,  containing  the 

miraculous    Favours    of    Heaven    towards 

themfelves :  fufficient  however  to  prove  a 

Claim  oj  Miracles  among   them. 

Toun*^  Thus,    when    '«  Mr.  Se-ivard  fell  from 

pag|^"g5.     his  Horfe  without  the  leaft  Hurt,  not  fo 

much  as  of  his  Foot  againft  a  Stone  j  th^ 

Reafon  given  is,  —  God's Jending  bis  Angel 

to  prejerve  him.''     Which  is  much  fuch 

Ribaden.    a  FavouF  as  P/6////>  A/6'r///!5  received,   "who 

■ "       '  falling  into  a  deep  Ditch,  was  miracuhiijly 

held  partly  in  the  Air  by  an  Angela  and 

partly   drawn   forth    by  the   Hairs  of  his 

Head,  without  any  Harm  :"  —  Or  that  of 

St.  Colimb.  "  who  feeine  a  Boy  fallino;  from 

Vit  Sana.  ^^  "^^P  °^  ^  Houfe,   Commanded  an  Angel 

pag.  175.    to  fly  in  the  Twinkling  of  any  Eye,  and 

hold   him  up  before  he  could  touch  the 

Ground.      The  Angel  obeyed  j    and  the 

Boy  was  unhurt ^ 

Whiter.  cc  Loft  jj^  ^  ^Qo^  .  _  Q^^  |%„t  a  Guide 

p.  34"'"'  "  to  diredf  us  right,"  fays  Mr.  White- 
FranciAn- ^^^'^'  I'^  ^hc  fame  Manner,  "  Go^,  pity- 
nai.  pag.  Ing  a  Certain  holy  Jefuit  who  had  loft  his 
361.         Way,  immediately  fen t  him  a  Guide,'' 

In   order  to  receive   Power   to  preach, 

and  preach    the   more  effeBually ;  —  Mr. 

3  J^ufn.    Whitejield  iiiys,  *'  I  had  a  great  Hoarfnefs, 

^  ^  "  and  was  defer  ted  before  I  went  up  into 

*'  the  Pulpit,  hilt  God  Jlre?2gthened  mCy  fo 

^'  as  tQ  be  heard  by  all. — God  took  away  my 

"  Hoarfnefs^ 
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"  Hoarfnefs ,     that  I   could    lift    up    my  3  Jou^n- 

"  Voice  like  a  Trumpet."  ''^"  ^' 

Mr.  IFtfey  in   the  fame  Cafe  is  fuper- 

vaturally  cured  feveral  Times.  "  So  weak 
that  I  could  hardly  jtand, — or  get  out 
oiBed y — at  length  made  a  Shift  to  drag 
myfelf  to  Skort\  Gardens^  — read  thofe 
Words  (tho'  fcarce  intelligibly,  for  my 
Voice  too  was  d  I  mo  ft  gone)  IFhom  he  did  4-  Joum. 
furcknoiv^  he  did  alfo  predeftinate.  In  a  ""^^^  79- 
Moment  both  my  Voice  and  Strength 
returned.  From  that  Time  I  found 
fuch  bodily  Strength.  —  My  bodily 
Strength  quite  failed -, — yet  my  Weak^ 
nefs  was  fufpended^  while  I  was  calling  Pag.  83. 
Sinners  to  Repentance. —  At  our  Love- 
Feaft,  belides  the  Pain  in  my  Back  and 
Head,  and  a  Fever,  I  was  feized  with 
fuch  a  Coughy  that  I  could  hardly  fpeak. 
At  the  lame  time  came  ftrongly 
into  my  Mind,  Thcfe  Signs  Jim II  fol- 
low them  that  believe,  I  called  on  Jefus 
aloud  to  increafe  my  Faith.  —  While  I 
was  [peaking  my  Pain  va?iifl:ed.  The 
Fever  left  me.  Mv  bodilv  Stren2;th 
returned.  And  for  many  Weeks  I  felt 
neither  Weaknefs  nor  Pain.  —  Another  ibfd. 
Time  feized  with  fuch  a  Pain,  that  JP^g  77- 
could  not  fpeak.  I  knew  my  Remedy^ 
and  immediately  kneeled  down.  In  a 
Moment  the   Pain  was  gone.  —  I  quite 

*^  loft  my  Voice  :    But  it  was  immediately 

"  rellored ; 
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*'  reftoredi  and  I  fpent  half  an  Hour  in 
,  T^  "  Exhortation  and  Prayer  without  am 
Fag.  92.        Hoarjnejs. 

Some  Objh'vatlom  concerning  theie  Pre- 
tences   to    inftantaneous    and  fupernatural 
Cures  will  follow  hereafter.     I  Ihall  here, 
as  ufually,  fubjoin  the  Parallel^  as  to  the 
Cure  of  the  Hoarfnefs, 
Brev.Rom      "  St.  Bernardui,  a   Francifcan^  finding 
Ma^  20.    himfelf  unfit  to  preach  on   account  of  the 
''    Weaknefs   of  his  Voice ^    and   a    Hoarjnejs^ 
by  imploring  the  AlTiflance  of  God,  was, 
not  without  a  Miracle,  relieved  from  that 
Impediment. — A  religious  Nun  devoted  to 
St.  Xamer,  famed  for  Skill  in  Mufic  and 
a  Jine  Voice,     had   her    Voice    loft   by    a 
Hoarfnefs    for  ten  Years.      At  laft  deter- 
mined   to    fing   on    St.  Xavier's  Fefti'val, 
Franci       f^e  declares,   that  the  Saint  ijoould  reftore 

^Z-M  ^^^  ^^^^^'  ^^^"^^^  ^  Miracle  !  On  the 
Morning  of  his  Feftival  her  Voice  is  re- 
covered to  its  antient  Sweetnefs,  and  fhe 
never  fung  better  in  her  Life." — St.  Rofa, 
I  confefs,  did  not  come  off  quite  fo  \yell. 
For  "  being  very  ill  of  a  fare  'T:hroat, 
yefus  Chrift  her  Spoufe  came  to  i^'ifit  her, 
and  invited  her  to  play  with  him  to  di- 
vert her  Pain.  She  infifted  that  the 
Winnings  flaould  be  whatever  the  Winner 
pleafed.  The  Cards  were  played,  and  llie 
won  the  firft  Game  ;  and  demanding  in- 
ftantly  a  Relief  of  her  fore  Throat ,  it  was 
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fo  immediately.     But  her  Spotife  iniifting  to  Vlt  Rofe, 
play  another  Game^    ihe  loft  it,    and  the  "^"  '^* 
Pain    of  her    Throat  returned    and    in* 
creafed,'' 

The  fame  Accounts  we  have  of  God's 
clearing  up  the  Weather^  for  the  Sake  of 
the  Methodifts  and  Company, 

»«  — It  rained  i:cry  hard:  —  but  upon  Whitef. 
'■  Prayer    tliat   God  would   be  pleafed  to  pag°9'3"* 

*  withold  the   Rain^    it   was   done   imme^ 
'  diately, 

"  Preached  at  Kennington  : —  not  above  Pag.  94. 
'  ten  thoufand  People,  and  thirty  Coaches. 
'  —  Rained  moft    Part   of  the  Day  :  — 
'  However  God  was  pleafed  fo  vifibly  to 
'  interpofe    in    caufing    the    Weather    to 

*  clear  up,  and  the  Sun   to  fhine  out  juft 

*  as  I  began^  that  I  could  not  avoid  tak- 

*  ing  Notice  of  it  to  the  People  in  my 
'  Dlfcourfe." 

Does  he  think  the  Weather  would  not 
have  cleared  up,  and  the  Sun  fhone,  if 
he  had  not  preached  f  But  a  Sort  of  Alira- 
cle  muft  be  made  of  it.  And  yet,  it  feems, 
the  Miracle  is  much  the  fayne^  if  it  hap- 
pens to  rain.  For,  "  preached  at  Ken-^^^^- 
**  7iington^  and  God  was  pleafed  to  fend 
"  Rain  :  —  and  as  foon  as  the  Rain  came, 
**  /  received  uncommon  Strc?igth  jrom  a^ 
"  hover 

—  Mr.   Wejley    too    fays,    "   A  violent  4  Jolth. 
"  Storm  of  Rain  began  about  the  Middle  F'S-  ^^■ 

''  of 
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*'  of  the  Sermon.  Bat  fo  much  the  more 
"  was  his  Tower  prefeiit  to  heal.  —  Our 
"  Hearts  danced  for  Joy."  ■ 
4  Journ.  Mr.  JVeJlcy  "  travelling  on  Foot  in  the 
pag.  69.  "  JNlghtj  in  a  heavy  Rain,  lOeary,  and  not 
"  knowing  his  fFay, — has  a  Group  of  Ali- 
"  racks  to  reheve  him  in  each  Particular. 
**■  O  that  thou  ivouldft  ftay  the  Bottles  of 
"  Heaven  !  Or.  at  Icaft^  give  me  Light y 
^^  or  an  honejt  Guide ^  orfome  Help  in  the 
"  Manner  thou  know  eft  !  Frefently  the 
"  Rain  ceafed ;  the  Moon  broke  out ;  and 
"  a  friendly  Man  overtook  me,  who  fet 
'*  me  on  his  own  Horfe,  and  walked  by 
*'  my  Side,  'till  we  came  to  Mr.  Garn^ 
"  M/'s  Door." 

Mr.  Wefley  being  reproved  by  Mr. 
Church  for  this  Rnthifiafni  and  Frefumf- 
iion^  fays,  "  he  would  not  have  us  look 
''  upon  it  as  7)iiraculouSy  —  but  a  fignal 
"  Inftance  Q>iGod\  particular  Providence.** 
But  notwithftanding  this  Diftintlion,  if 
this  fignal  Injtance  of  particular  Frovi-* 
dence  be  effected  in  a  miraculous  Manner^ 
where  is  the  Difference  F  He  adds,  how- 
ever, with  a  /een?i?/g  Submiffion,  "  Let  it 
"  pafs  then  as  a  Trife  not  worth  re- 
"  lating."  We  Unbelievers  may  deem  it  a 
Trife  J  but  he  has  a  better  Security  in  the 
Faith  of  his  Followers, 

By  Way  of  Comparifon  we  might  pro- 
duce hundreds  of  Inftances  o^  Pcpifi  Saints 

bein^ 
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being  quite  dry  in  the  Midfl  of  Rain  j  ot 
no  Rain  falling  where  they  are  preachings 
though  Showers  all  around  them ;  or 
Storms  turned  into  Calms  by  their  Prayer^ 

Balinghem  (in  his  Calendar  of  the  Firgin  Ballngh. 
Mary)  gives  us  two  Inftances  together  j  J""* '3- 
one  of  St  At2tho?2y,  "  who  being  on  a 
Journey,  aitd  a  heavy  Shower  falling,  he 
puts  the  Rofary  on  his  Head*  and  prays 
for  Succour  to  the  Virgin',  and  inftantly, 
the  Words  fcarce  out  of  his  Mouthy  the 
Rofary  becomes  a  complete  Cover,  and  he 
gets  to  the  City  without  being  touched  by 
the  leaft  Drop  of  Rain.-^Another,  of  one 
Brother  George,  who  being  in  a  violent 
Storm  of  Rain  without  a  Cloak,  no  fooner 
repeats  his  Rofary,  but  he  goes  on  to  his 
Monajiery  perfed:ly  dry. 

St.  Edmitfid  preaching  in  the  open  ^/r,  Henrl- 
a  black  Cloud,  hanging  over  the  Company,  Ji"^^^" y^^^ 
threatened  a  terrible  Storm  j  but  he,  mak-  P.  424. 
ing  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs,  commanded  the 
malignant  Spirit  of  Water  to  depart,  and 
not  to  difturb  his  Audience.     Prefently  it 
rained  all -about,   but  not  a  Drop  fell  upon 
them. 

St.  Aridius,  (whofe  ISIame  is  adapted  to  ^^^^^'jJ^Oj^ 
his  Miracles)  and  his  Society,  often  were  Tom.  4.  * 
perfectly  dry  in.  the  Midft  of  prodigious  P-  95- 
Showers.^-^kwdi  St.  Beung  had  always  the  Fleet- 

P.   623. 
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fame  Privelege  ;  for  which  Reafon  he  was 
called  Dry-Coat'' 

You  fee  the  peculiar  Privileges  of  fuch 
conceited  Favourites  of  Heaven.  The  com- 
mon Courfe  of  providence  mufl  be  altered 
for  their  Sake  j  and  all  Nature  be  made 
fubfervient  to  their  whimjlcal  Difpenfatiojt, 

"  St.  Terefa  having  obtained  of  the 
Lord,  that  a  Well  of  very  bad  Water  fhould 
become  fweet,  and  be  conveyed  too  into 
her  Monajiery  by  a  feemingly  impoffible 
Current,  has  the  fame  prevaricating  Flea 
with  Mr.  Wejley  :  I  reckon  not  this  for  a 
Miracle,  but  toJJjew  our  ftrong  Faith  ;  for 
the  T^hing  happened  jujt  as  I  have  related 

itr 

But  as  to  thefe,  and  fuch-like  Miracles, 
it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  the  Methodifts 
would  be  clear  -,  and,  in  exprefs  Words, 
either  clai?n  or  renounce  their  Pretenjions. 
We  fhould  then  know  upon  what  Foot 
the  Argument  with  them  ftands.  But  they 
are  manifeftly  Evafive.  And  though, 
when  hard  preffed,  they  feem  to  difclaim 
Miracles,  and  declare  them  unnecejjary,  and 
the  like  ;  yet,  in  the  above-mentioned  In- 
ftances,  ihcy  feeni  alfo  to  retain  them  :  The 
Stories  are  evidenty  told  with  that  Air,  as 
if  they  would  have  them  thought  mira- 
culous ',  often  with  IVords  plainly  implying 
it :  And  they  well  know  their  eager  Fol- 
IcKers^  for  the  Credit  of  their  Caufe,  ftand 

ready 
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ready  to  fwallow  any  Thing  ;  and  are  as 
willing  to  improve^  as  to  believe^  any  mar- 
vellous  Tale,  They  are  fo  well  tramed-up, 
that  they  eafily  acknowledge  the  Authority 
God  has  given  their  Teachers  from  above," 

§.  7.  Hitherto  we  have  confidered  the 
Condudi  of  the  Methodifts  under  their  moffc 
plauftble  Appearances^  higheft  FretenfionSy 
and  a  Flow  of  Exultation.  But  they  do  not 
always  go  on  fo  fmoothly  and  fwimmingly  ; 
meeting  with  various  Rubs  and  Obftruc" 
tions,  and  grievous  Enemies  and  Sufferings^ 
in  their  Way.  I  obferved  before,  that 
whatever  favours  and  promotes  their  Caufe 
is  from  God ;  whatever  Oppofition  or  Ob~ 
JlruBion  they  meet  with,  from  the  Devil. 

I  fliall  therefore  now  give  fome  Account, 
or  rather  they  the/nfelves,  of  their  grievous 
ConfiBs  and  Combats  with  Satan:  Who, 
though  the  Enemy  to  all  Truth  and  Good- 
nefsy  and  therefore  their  Enemy,  and  fure 
to  be  conquered  at  laft,  yet  perfecutes  and 
oppreffeth  them  in  a  moft  grievous  Manner; 
by  Force  and  Fraud  ;  in  Body  and  Mind. 

To  begin    with    Mr.   Whitefield.      St.  conform. 
Francis  once  faid,  "  that  if  his  Brethren  Fo'-  253. 
did  but  know  what  Tribulations  he  en- 
dured from  Satan,  there  is  none  of  them 
who  would  not  greatly  compaffionate  his 
Cafe.''     And  Mr.   Whitefield  fays,  "  Goi.DeiHng, 
**  only  knows  how  many  Nights  I  have^ag.  38. 
H  2  ''  kin 
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**  lain  groaning,-— and  bidding  Satan  dcw 
"  part  from  me." 
I  Dealing,  <«  I  had  then  Tower  over  my  fecret  and 
rag.  21.  tt  Jarling  Sin.  But  being  feme  Time  after 
^'  overtaken  i?i  Liquor —^Sat an  gained  his 
*'  ufual  Advantage  over  me.  An  experi- 
"  mental  Proof  to  my  poor  Soul,  how 
**  that  wicked  One  makes  ufe  of  Men  as 
**  Machines^  working  them  up  to  jufl 
?'  what  he  pleafes."- Which  is  an  art- 
ful Way  of  throwing  the  Blame  upon 
Safany  and  making  Sin  an  involwitary 
Thing;  when  the  Man  was  led  away 
'voluntarily  by  his  own  Luft  and  Intempe- 
rance. And  Satan  has  Reafon  to  complain 
oi  Injufiice  done  him. 

We  have  next  a  grievous  Complaint  of 
a  hodily  OppreJJion  from  the  wicked  One.  Af 
Ibid.  Tzg.Oxford. —  "  The  Comforts  of fenjible  De^ 
37>  38-  "  votion  were  withdrawn^  and  a  horrible 
"  Dread  overwhelmed  my  Soul. -.—  One 
"  Morning,  rifing  from  my  Bed,  I  felt  an 
"  unufual  Impreffion  and  PF eight  upon  my 
**  Breafl ;  ^-^  In  a  fliort  Time  the  Load 
*'  gradually  increafed,  and  almofl  weighed 
"  me  down,  and  fully  convinced  me  that 
"  Satan  had  as  real  a  PofTeffion  of  my  Body^ 
"  as  once  of  3^(9/^ 's.  All  Power  of /^/;7^/;2^- 
"  was  taken  away, -—my  Memory  quite 
f*  failed,---my  Soul  barren  and  dry.— -I 
f'  fancied  myfelf  like  a  Man  locked  up  ifi 
1*  Jron  ^rmour.rrrl  felt  gre^t  Headings  in 

^' rpy 
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"  my  Body ;  prayed  under  the  Weight 
*^  till  the  Sweat  came.  How  many  Nights 
"  did  I  lie  groafiing  under  the  Weight,  bid- 
"  ding  Satan  depart  from  me  in  the  Name 
««  ofjefus?" 

Here  again,  I  doubt,  he  has  charged 
Satan  wrotigfuUy  -y  in  laying  his  diabolical 
Weight  upon  the  Body,  while  it  under- 
goes but  the  ufual  Effects  of  a  common 
natural  T>iflemper,  called  the  Incubus,  and 
Night-Mare,  To  prove  this,  the  Devil, 
in  Revenge,  might  perhaps  tempt  him  to 
borrow  the  Defcription  of  his  Cafe  from 
Chambers'^  Di^onary  under  thofe  two 
Words ;  which  I  (hall  fubjoin  :  "  Incubus,  r-ncubus, 
"  Night-Mare,  a  Difeafe  conlifting  in  an  Night- 
"  OppreJJion  of  the  Breaft,  fo  very  violent,  ^^^' 
*'  that  the  Patient  can't  /peak,  or  even 
"  breathe. ^^The  Senfes  are  not  quite  lofl^ 
"  but  drowned  and  aflontJl:ed -,  as  is  the 
*'  TJnderjlanding  and  Imagination.  So  that 
*'  the  Patient  thinks  fome  huge  Weight 
^'  thrown  on  him,  ready  to  ftrangle  him: 
*'  And  frequently  imagines  fome  SpeSlre^ 
*'  or  Phajitom,  /topping  his  Breath." 

The  lame  Author  afcribes  *'  to  the 
Hypochondriac  PaJJion  (Spleen,  or  Vapours) 
the  fame  Symptoms  of  a  'Pain  in  the  Stomachy 
a  ConftriBion  of  the  Breaft,  Difficulty  of 
Breathing  ;  —  as  likewife  Wakefulnefs^  lit'* 
quietudes,   Fear^   Sufpicions,    Delirioufnefs  j 

— -affedling 
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— affedmg  the  Patient  more  in  Mind  than 
Bodyr 

Nor  is  it  to  be  doubted,  but  the  greateft 
Part  of  thefe  ftrange  Feelings  and  Stifferirigs, 
DejeBiom  of  Mind  and  dreadful  Appre- 
henfions^  &c.  proceed  from  Difeafe,  caufed 
perhaps  by  a  Flatulency  from  much  Fa  flings 
or  the  Fumes  of  Indigeflion^  or  Want  of 
Exercife^  deep  Intention  of  Thought,  and 
various  Affe^ions  and  PaJJions  j  which 
^hyjiciatis  can  much  better  account  for 
than  myfelf.  And  we  may  eafily  conceive 
that  the  EffeBs  of  fuch  Difeafe  muft  of 
Courfe  be  flronger,  when  the  indifpofed 
Body  wears  a  melancholic  and  enthufiaflic 
Head',  Strength  of  Iniagination  and  Di- 
fiemper  concurring.  —  For  a  Cure,  Mr. 
Whitefield  **  applied  to  his  Friend,  Mr. 
Charles  Wefley,  who  advifed  him  to  keep 
upon  his  Watch,  and  referred  to  a  Chapter 
in  Kempis''  Had  he  applied  to  a  Phyfi- 
cian,  he  would  perhaps  have  prefcribed, 
befides  Plebot.omy,  Cathartics,  Carjninati'ues^ 
and  Emetics.  And  one  may  the  rather 
think  fo,  becaufe  both  Naturalijls  and 
Divines  have  afTured  us,  that  the  Devil 
often  goes  out  of  the  Bodies  of  the  PoJjeJJed 
in  a  Vomit  or  a  Stool.  Gregory  of  Tours 
fays,  "  a  moft  atrocious  Devil  having  pof- 
'^  feiTed  a  certain  Perfon,  by  the  Help  of 
^'  Oil  he  went  out   of  his  Body  by  the 

"  Draught, 
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*  Draught  J  per  jiuxum  veiitris^'*     Glor. 
ConfefT.  Cap.  9. 

"  We  read  in  the  Malleus  Maleficarum, 
"  (Tom.  4.  Pag.  25.)  that  the  Devil 
**  fornetimes  rumbles  about  the  Liteftines  in 
"  the  Shape  of  a  Pill  (for  fo  I  con  ft  rue  the 
*'  Words  Z.*?  fimilitudinem  pil(e)  until  he 
"  goes  out  by  xh&  Draught  >  per fecejj'um'' 

"  Thyraus^  (de  Dcemoniacis^  Cap.  52, 
^  54.^  gives  us  feveral  Inftanccs  of  De'Dtls 
being  caft  out  by  Vojnit  and  -S'/oo/ ;  and  then 
the  learned  Author  wifely  obfer'oes^ — that 
thefe  PafTages  are  the  fitteft  for  the  Egrefs 
of  fuch  undeaii  Spirits-, — and  that  (tho' 
Dei'ils  commonly  go  out  with  a  Stench) 
in  thefe  Cafes  they  are  expelled  with  a  mo?'e 
than  ordinary  fetid  Sniell.''  'Tis  true  thefe 
Authorities  are  taken  only  from  Popifi 
Writers,  and  therefore  may  not  obtain 
Credit  from  a  P  rot  eft  ant  Reader ;  but  the 
Patient,  who  hath  fo  often  followed  their 
Example,  might  for  once  have  taken  their 
P  refer  ipt  ion. 

Hence  again  we  may  account  for  wljat 
follows  in  Mr.  TVhitefield,  "  At  this  Time  i  Dealing, 
"  Satan  ufed  to  terrify  me  much;  and ^^S- 38. 
"  threatened  to  punif?  me,  if  I  difcovered 
"  his  Wiles. — I  thought  the  Devil  would 
*'  appear  to  me  every  Stair  I  went  up. — 
"  And  he  fo  troubled  me  when  I  lay  down 
"  to  Reft,  that  for  fome  Weeks  I  fcarce 
*'''  flept  above  three    Hours  at  a  Time. — 

**  Wanted 
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*'  Wanted  to  fee  Sin  as  it  was^  but  feared 

"  left  the  Sight  fhould  terrify  me  to  Death. 

1  Dealing,  u  — Satan  fo   impofed  upon   my  Vnder- 

age  39-   <(  flanding^  that  he  perfuaded  me  to  Jhut 

"  myfelf  up  in  my  Study ^  till  I  could  do 

"  Good  with   a  fmgle  Eye/'     This  Mr. 

3  Journ.    Whitejield  explains  elfewhere,  ''  .S'^/^w  kept 

Page  84.    a  jj^e  in  j^y  Clofet  near  fix  Weeks,  becaufe 

"  I  could  not  do  any  Thing  with  a  y?«^/^ 

"  Intention :  "   /.  ^.  was  a  Hypocrite. 

Why   6'j^^;z  fhould  endeavour  to  r//r^ 
him  of  his  Hypocrify  I  can't  conjedlure.-^ — 
But  if  that  infernal  Fiend  did  really  ufe  the 
poor  Man  fo  unmercifully,  or  if  a  wrong 
Caufe  be  afUgned   for   his  Difordersj    'tis 
certain  he  has  fhared  with  many  Saint-like 
Perfons  in  thefe  Calamities. 
Ribaden.       As  to  Suffocation^  &c.  '*  One  Night  the 
^^z- 39^' wicked  Fiend  ^\d  what  he  could  to  choak 
St.  Anthony^    preffing  his  Paw  upon  his 
Ibid.        Throat. — At  Rome  this   malignant  Spirit 
Bafto?.      would   have   chocked  St.    Ignatius  in .  his 
Vit.ignat. Sleep:  tht  holy  Man B.wakmg,  called  upon 
^^g-  409-  ^}^e  Name  o^  Jefusi  but  he  was  fo  hoarfe^ 
and  his  Throat  fo  fore,  that  he  could  hard- 
ly fpeak  for  a  Fortnight.     At  another  Time 
t-wo  Devils  whipt  him  cruelly  in  his  Bed. — 
Kibaden.  The  wickcd  Fiend  would  often  throw  him- 
Pag  1^0.  (tXiuT^on^i.  Ro?mialdtis J  as  he  v^^as  lying  in 
his  Bed,  kneeded  him  with  his  Knees,  and 
prefTed  fo  heavily  upon  him,  as  almoft  to 
jmothcr  him.' — He  would  often  cry  out — 


g^ 
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go    thou    malignant   Serpent.  —  A   certain  F'^anc- 
Jefuit,    being    in    a  haunted  Houfe,    i^ad    """    g.* 
fcarce  llnit  his  Eyes,   but  he  felt  the  j)^- 
'■j/7's  Hand  taking  him  by  the  Throat". — 

"  The  Prince  of  Darknefs  ufed  to  fall  Mcflingh. 
upon  St.  Patric  in  his  Sleep,  and  to  lay  a  ^p  ^j^^*"'*^* 
heavy  Stone  upon  his  Breafty  —  fo  as  to  de- 
prive him  oi  all  Motion  and  Senfation  ;  and 
bring  a  Darknefs  and  "Torpor  upon  him 
for  feveral  Days,  till  the  Sainty  by  calling 
upon  EliaSy  the  Prince  of  the  Prophets^  was 
at  length  relieved". 

Nor  will    the    cruel  Enemy  fpare  the 
tender  Sex.     "  I  was,  fays  St.  Elizabeth,  vit.  Eliz. 
"  that  Spiritual  Virgin,  fo  ff^ut  up  by  the  <^*P-  7* 
"  Adverfary,  that  1  could  fcarce  fpeak. — 
"  I  felt  my  Throat  (o  violently  comprefjed 
"  by  his  Hand,  that  my  Breduh  was  al- 
"  moft  flopped."  —  "   Mary   of   AgredaUkoiU, 
was  never  free  from  bodily  Infirmities^    and  ^P^^- 
fomc  painful  Diflemper.     The  Devil  too 
had  a  Commiflion  to  torment  her  j  —  and 
fometimes  he  would   lie  upon  her  with  fo 
heavy  and    infupportable  a   Weight,    that 
her  Breath  was  ready   to   go  out   of  her 
Body."     The  Confcffion  of  her  Dijlempen 
explains  what  the  Devil  was. 

The  Want  of  Sleep  is  a  Circumftance 
belonging  to  Variety  of  Diftempers;  and 
if  the   Devil  would  allow  Mr.  Whitefield 
but   little  ;    he    fervcd    "  one  "Thomas  the  Manni 
Simple  as  bad,  who  was  all  Day  dirtying  pg-  .\ ' 
I  hii 
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bis  Body,  in  order  to  have  a  pure  Heart : 
For  feeing  fo  much  Piety  in  fuch  a  fimple 
Man^  he  was  perpetually  plaguing  hirn 
with  noBiirnal  Terrors,   Noifes,  Dread  of 

Conform.   Thieves,    ^^." And  "  he  ufed  St. 

Fol  54-  Francis  in  the  fame  Manner,  always  dif- 
turbing  his  Refl  in  the  Shape  of  Mice  and 
Rats." 

As  Satan  threatened  Mr.  White  field  with 
Punimment,    if    he    ever  difcovcred     his 
Ibid.     Wiles  i    fo   he    "  threate?ied  St.   Francis, 
°"^^'    that  unlefs  he  would  defift  from  his  pious 
Method,  he  would  make  him  crooked,  and 
clap  a  Hump  upon  his  Back." 
Lib.  2.  ii5   xht  romantic   Life  of  St.    Bernard, 

"^'  ■  a  Woman  grievoully  opprelTed  by  an  Li- 
cubus,  who  had  ap|)lied  to  St.  Berivdrd  to 
be  relieved,  is  terribly  menaced  by  the  Z)^- 
•u// what  he  would  do  to  her,  as  foon  as 
the  Saint  was  gone  out  of  the  Country." 
Ribaden.  —  Terefa  too  he  "  threatened  to  be  re- 
^2'  79^'  venged  on,  befides  giving  her  many  griev- 
ous Blows." 

Did   Satan,    as   it   were,    lock  up  Mr. 
JVhitefeld  in  Armour,  and  fmt  him  tip  in 
Conform.  '^^^•^  Clojet  ?  He  ferved  a  religious  Francifcan 
Foi.  66.    the  fame  Trick,    *'  not   only   took  away 
his  Speech,    but  got  upon   his   Back,  and 
,:heavily    weighed  him  _  dov/n  >    and  '/i6n^/ 
hi?n  into  a  Hole,  fo  narrow  that  he'  could 
noty?//-^  till  by  the  Help  of  a  \\n\t  Holy- 
water  he  put  the  Devii'to  Flight." 

Nor 


i 
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Nor  do  we  want  Indances  among  the 
mo/f  refolute  Popijh  Fanatia  of  over-power- 
vig  FenrSy  and  Apprehenfions  of  the  De- 
vir^  appearing  to  them  :  wherever  they 
are,  efpecially  if  in  the  Darky  whatever 
Objedt  they  fee,  or  fhif?k  they  fee,  be  it 
Man  or  Beaft,  it  is  immediately  their  Htil- 
ijh  Enemy  \  and  they  are  plucking  up  their 
Courage  to  fight  with  him,  or  calling  upon 
Divine  Help  to  fend  him  packing. 

"  Five  furious   Devih   attacked    M.  (9/'Life,^N». 
Pazzi  one  after  another  j  — and  this  hor-  ^''  ^'" 
rible  Sight  terrified,   haunted  and  purfued 
her  in  all  Places.     Sometimes  they  throw 
her  down  Stairs, — bite  her, —  and  feem  to 
devour  her  j  fo  that  fhe  had  no  Manner  of 
Repofe  Day  or  Night.     She  armed  herfelf 
againft   thefe    furious    Aflaults    with    the 
Buckler  of  Prayer.''     But  St.  RomuaJduSy 
as    became    a   Man^    had    more    Courage. 
*'  The  Devil  lay  upon   his  Feet  and  Legs  Stillingfl. 
all   Night,    that  he  could   not    eafily  ftir  p"    ^^^' 
himfelf ;  and  he  was  fo  pofTefTed  with  the     or. 
Thoughts  of  him,  th.it  a  Mo?jk  could  not  ^-  ^^f.f' 

^  .  .      an.  Vit. 

knock  at  his  Ce//,  but  he  abked  the  Devily  Romual. 
fVbat  he  did  there  ;  and   was  ready  to  en-  "p-  'S  — 
counter  him. —  All    the    Crows   and    ugly^^' 
Birds  he  faw  in  the  Wilderncfs,  he  fancied 
to  be  DevilSy  and   challenged  them  to  fight 
with    him  j    and   exceedingly    triumphed, 
when  at  his  loud  Cries  they  flew  away." 
I  z  "  The 
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I  Deal, 
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Pirtol.  «  The  Devils,  who  had  declared  they 

p  '^jf"^  hated  ncne  more  than  Ignatius,  haunted 
his  Bed-chamber  with  terrible  Noifes  and 
Spe(5tres,  to  (hake  his  Conftancy.  He 
was  grievoufly  frighted  j  but  by  Degrees 
recollecting  himfelf,  he  boldly  defied  them, 
and  called  them  a  Pack  of  Cowards,  for 
coming  in  fuch  Numbers  to  difturb  one 
Man's  Re/ir 

But  notwithflanding  thefe  bodily  Aff'aults 

of  the  Devil   upon   Mr.   Whitefield,    the 

worft  is  ftill  to  come ;  as  you  will  fee  by 

his  following  perplexed  and  inconfiflent  Ef" 

fujions. 

"  Henceforward  he  transformed    him- 
felf into  an  Angel  of  Light  j  and  worked 
fo  artfully,  that  I  imagined  the  good,  and 
not    the  evil.    Spirit    fuggefted    to  me 
every  Thing  that  I  did.  -—  His    main 
Drift   was   to  lead  me   into  a  State  of 
^ietifm,    (  he    generally   plowed   with 
God's  Heijer)  and  when  the  Holy  Spirit 
put  into   my  Heart  good  Thoughts  or 
Convidions,    he  always  drove  thern  to 
Extremes,     For   Injiance ;   having  out  of 
Pride  put  down   in   my   Diary  what  I 
gave   away,    Satan  tempted  me  to  lay 
my   Diary  quite    afide''      AfTu redly  a 
mofl  malicious  Devil !  who  would  rob  us 
of  that  Treajuty,  which  has  furnlfhed  the 
World    with    fuch    incomparable  Dealings 
and  Journals.     But  ferioufly,  Sir,   did   the 

Holy 


(     6i     ) 

Holy  Spirit  put  it  into  your  Heart  to  fet 
down  your  Charities  out  of  Pride  i^  And  did 
Sata?!  tempt  you  to  the  contrary'^  The  very 
Reverfe  of  both  fliould  have  been  the  Cafe. 

"  When  Caftaniza  (the  Author  of  The  '  Deal. 
*'  Spiritual   Combat)  advifed    to    talk    to  P^8- 4o. 
"  little^    Satan  faid  /  iniifl  not  talk  at  all, 
"  So   that  I,  who   ufed  to   be  the   moft 
**  forward   in  exhorting  my  Companions, 
'^  have  fat  whole   Nights  almoft  without 
'*  /peaking  at  all.'"'     Where  a  fullen   Hu- 
mour^ perhaps  a  Loivnefs  of  Spirits^  is  im- 
puted  to   Satan's  attempting  to  lead  him 
into  ^ietifm.     I   find  too,  that  rkot  only 
Mr.  Whitefieldy   but  Mr.  iVeJley,    was  ad- 
vifed by   a   Spiritual  Cafuift  to  obferve  a 
very  high  Degree  of  Sile?jce.     The  latter 
"  was  often  and  earneftly  prelled  to  make  4  Jo""""- 
an  Experiment  of  this  Nature,  —  and  he  ^ 
fpoke  to  none  at  all  for  two   Days,  and 
travelling  fourfcore  Miles  together."  — 

The  fame  Whim  has  run  through  the 
Myjiics,  and  feveral  of  the  Religious  Orders, 
who  have  enjoined  ahfolute  Silence  (  I 
think  too,  bound  it  on  the  Confcience  by 
Vow)  except  at  fome  fated  Times  ;  as  a 
Point  greatly  tending  to  Perfctlion.  Hence 
St.  Bonaventura  fays,  "  that  Silence  in  all  DePerfeft. 
*'  the  Religious  is  nccefTary  in  order  to  ^^^'  ^' 
*.'  RerfeBion :  and  that  in  order  to  obferve 
.**  it,  you  ought  to  do  as  St.  jdgatho  did, 

"  who 
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"  who  held  a  Stone  in  his  Mouth  for  three 
"  Years,  till  he  could  learn  Taciturnity.'' 
Brev.Rom      cc  ^^^   St.     Alcantara    carried     feveral 
■  '^*    Tebbles  in  his  Mouth  for  three  Years  like- 
wife,  and  for  the  fame  Reafon.  —  Theon 
obferved  a  continual  Silence  in  his  Cell  for 
Conform,  thirty  Tears.     St.  Francis  obferved  it  him- 
°  ■  ^'''*'  felf,  and  enjoined  it  upon  his  Brethren. 

The   Rule  of   Silence    was   moil    reli- 

giouily  obferved   by  St.    'Do7ninic  j  which 

provoked  the  Devil  to  put  a  Trick  upon 

him.     Accordingly  he  appears  in  the  Shape 

of  a   Monk^  and   tranfgreffing  one  of  the 

Orders  of  the   Saint.      The   Saint  fome- 

thing  haflily  chides  him  for   Difobedience. 

Thyrseus,  'Yho,  Devil  immediately  fell  a   laughing  at 

fell.  nag.  St.   Dotninic^  and  upbraided  him  for  the 

136.        Violation  of  his  Rule  of  Silence.'' 

But  our  Pair  of  Methodijts  were  not  to 

be  fo  caught.     Neither  the  Spiritual  Ca- 

fuiftSy  nor  Satan,  could  bring  them  to  any 

long  State  of  Silence,  but  were  both  mif- 

taken  in  their  Men.     For  their  Enthufiafm 

is  of  that  loquacious  Nature,  that    it   tnufl 

have  Vent',    and  the  black  Himwur  be  dif- 

charged,  either  through  a  ^///,  or  at  the 

\Mouth  ; — or  they  would  burjt. 

I  Dealing.      "  Again,    adds   Mr.    Wloitefieldy    when 

J'ag.  40.    <c  Cafianiza  advifed   to  endeavour   after  a 

"  filent  RecolleBion,  and  waiting  upon  God  ; 

"  Satan  told   me,    I  muft    leave    off  all 

*'  Forms,  and  not  ufe  my  Voice  in  Prayer 

"  at 
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"  at  all."  —  Where  are   we   now  ?    But 
a  few  Lines    before,    Satan'%  main    Drift 
was  to  lead   you  into  ^ietifm ;  and  now 
your  Spiritual  Guide  joins  with  him,  ad- 
viling  the  very  Rfj'ence  of  ^ietifm.     You 
obey  3    "  leave   oft   keeping   your  Diary,^  ^^^^• 
ufing  Forms^    fcarce  2<  Voice  in  Prayer,  vi-  ^^' '^^* 
fiting  the  Prifitiers,  &c.  till  better  advifed 
by  Meffieurs  Wejley,  and   God  was  pleafed 
to  make  an  open  Shew  of  thefe  diabolical 
Devices.'' 

And  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  WeJIeys 
generally  difclaim  this  Dodrine  of  the 
Moravians.  "  Our  old  Friends,  Mr.  G^;;;- 
"  bold  and  Mr.  Hall,  came  to  fee  my  Bro- 
"  ther  and  me.  The  Gonverfation  turned 
"  wholly  upon  Jilent  Prayer,  and  quiet  Wait- 
"  /«g-  for  God ;  which,  they  faid,  was  the 
*'  only  pcffible  Way  to  attain  living,  faving 

'-'Faith.  WeHey. 

4  Journ. 

Sirenum  cartiuSy  ^  Circes pcctdanojli^     ^ndfee'D- 

113. 
"  Was  there  ever  fo  pleaiing  a  Scheme  ? 
"  But  where  is  it  written  f   Not  in  any  of 
"  thofe  Books,  which  I  account  the  Oracles 
''of  God,  &c.'' 

We  may  eafily  imagine,  that  much  Ji- 
'le72t  Prayer,  and  quiet  II  ai ting,  are  Doc- 
trines not  likely  to  recommend  themfelves 
to  our  rambling,  warm-headed,    itinerant 
'Teachers. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Moravian  Myftics  are  the  PerfonSj 
whom  (  by  an  unaccountable  Incoiifijtency 
of   Condu6t   not   to   be   reconciled  )    Mr. 
Wejley  reprefents  by  Viciffitudes  as  the  beft^ 
and  as  the  iioorft^   of  Men.     Who  has  fo 
much  Fondnefs   for   them,    or  Averjion  to 
them  ?  Who  fo  high  in  their  Commenda- 
tion ;    or  who  fo  eager  in   running  them 
down,    and    difgracing    them  ?    Who    fo 
loves y  efteems  and  encourages  them  ;  or  who 
fo   efFedlually  expofes  and  co?ifutes  them  ? 
Who  fo  ardently   defires    to  join  them  ; 
and  yet  who  produceth  fuch  ftrong  Rea- 
fons   againft  joining  them,  —  as    Mr.    y, 
Wejley  .^ 
1  Dealing,      gm  [q  return  to  Mr.  Whitefield.     "  The 
pag-4^-    cc  Devil  alfo   fadly  impofed   upon  me  in 
"  the  Matter  of  my  College  Exercifes.  — 
"  I  had  no  Power  to  compofe  or  write  a 
*'  Word, — had  a  violent /«'K;^r^  C^^^y^  not 
"  to  go  down  into  the  Hall.  —  The  next 
"  Week   he    ferved  me   fo  again.  —  My 
"  Tutor,    as  well  he  might,  took  me  to 
"  be  really  tnad.  —  Being  urged  with  the 
"  Command  in  Scripture ,  to  be  fubjeB  to 
"  the  Higher  Powers  5   I   anfwered.  Yes  ; 
"  but    I  had  a  new   Revelation.      Lord, 
"  What  is  Man  ?" 

What  is  Man  indeed  ?  When  he  muft 
charge  upon  Satan  his  own  moody  Ter- 
verjenefsj  or  Inability  to  compofe ;  and  pre- 
tend 
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tend   a   new  Revelatio?i   againfl:  Obedience^ 
enjoined  by  the  old? 

"  After  leaving  off  my  Diary ^ — i^(?r;;?i »  Dealing, 
*'  and  Voice  in  Prayer-,  and  viliting  the  '  ^"^'  " 
*'  Prifons,  nothing  remained  for  me  to 
"  leave,  hut  public  JVorJJjip,  and  my  religious 
"  Friends.  ISlow  it  was  fuggefied  (by  Satan^ 
*'  as  an  Angel  of  Light)  that  I  muft  leave 
"  them  alfo  for  ChriJVs,  Sake.  —  A  fore 
"  Trial, — but  rather  than  not  be  Chriji's 
*'  T)ifcipk\  I  refolved  to  renounce  them. 
*'  Accordingly,  inflead  of  meeting  my  Bre- 
"  thren  as  ufual,  I  went  into  the  Fields, 
"  Tiud  ip\-2iyQ.d  filently  by  inyfelf.  Ouv  Even- 
**  in'g- Meeting  I  negleded  alfo;  and  went 
"  not  to  Breakfaji,  according  to  Appoint- 
"  ment.— 'Till  at  length  by  Mr.  J.  Wefefs 
*'  excellent  Advice  and  Management,  un- 
"  der  God,  I  was  delivered  from  thofe 
"  Wiles  of  Satan :  —  and  took  up  my  Ex- 
"  ternals  again." 

I  fliail  omit  many  fuch  Appearances  of 
Satan,  like  an  Angel  of  Light,  to  the  Popijh 
Saints-,  and  be  contented  with  ajiiigle  In- 
flance  attended  With  fijnilar  Circumftafices. 

"  Brother  Riiffin,.  before  he  arrived  at  Conform. 
his  full  State  ot  SanSlity  and  Grace,  was  ^°^'  '■^3-4' 
tempted  of  the  Devil  no  more  to  follow  the 
Footfteps  of  St.  Francis,  who  was  but  a 
fimple  Man,  and  under  Pretence  of  fending 
them  among  the  Hofpitals  drew  the  Bre- 
thren awav  from  their  Prayers  3  but  that  he 
K  Ihould 
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ihould  live  JoUtarily  in  the  Defert.     Thus 
Satan^  appearing  as  an  Angel  oj  Light ^  fug- 
gefiing  this  to  'Rufin  confirmed  him  in  his 
Purpofe.     And  he  retired  into  the  Woods  to 
pray ;  would   not  come  to  St.  Francis  at 
Eating-Hours  as  ufual, — would  not  come  to 
Supper, — nay  would  not  come  to  the  Sa- 
crament ',  —  and  fent  Word  to  St.  Francis^ 
that  he  had  a  better  Way  to  Salvation  than 
by  following  his  Simplicities  ;  and  fo  the 
Lord  had  revealed  to  him.  This  he  affirmed 
again,  and  again.     At  length  St.  Francis, 
deeply  concerned,  and  defirous  to  bring  him 
back  to  the  Community,  goes  to  him  him- 
felf,  and  afks  who  perfuaded  him  to  this  ? 
Ruffm  anfwered,  he  had  a  Divine  Revelation 
by  an  Angel.    I  willjljew  you,  fays  Francis, 
who  this  Angel  is,  that  fuggefted  it  to  you ; 
and  prefently,   by  Prayer,    the  Angel  ap- 
peared in  a  moft  amazing  Beauty  and  Splen- 
dor J  which  made  Ruffin  rejoice  and  exult. 
Then  Francis,  by  Prayer  again,  command- 
ed the  Angel  to  appear  vijibly  who,  and  what 
he  was.     And  prefently  he  was  transformed 
into  fuch  a  horrible  Shape ,  and  made  fuch 
a   horrible  Stink,    that   Rujin   fell  to  the 
Ground  as  dead  ;   but  was  raifed-up  by  St. 
Francis,     comforted,     and    confirmed    in 
Righteoufnefs." 

I  would  afk  now,  with  Refped  to  Mr. 
Whitejield,  what  otherwife  than  has  hap- 
pened could  be  expc<?t:cd  from  one  vihojets 

out 
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out,  and  begins  his  7iew  Difpenfatmi  with 
fuch  Phrenzies,  as  himfelf  has  publi/hed  ? 
Touth,  a  pious  Intention,  fancied  Oppreflion 
of  Satan,  and  real  Indifpojition  of  Body, — 
may  perhaps  be  pleaded  in  his  Excufe.  And 
no  doubt  very  juftly  3  h^d  not  his  who^e 
future  Conduct,  his  uncharitable  Chara<fters 
and  Accufations  of  his  Brethren,  his  inde- 
cent and  rude  Treatment  of  his  Superiors 
and  Governors,  his  Vanity  and  proud  Boa/t- 
ings, his  unwarrantable  and  high  Prejimip^ 
tions,  his  obtruding  upon  the  World  his 
own  Fancies  for  Divine  Infpirations,  carrying 
on  all  along  a  New  Revelation  againjt  the 
Old  in  f acred  Writ,  and  thereby  deceiving 
many,  ^c. — had  not  all  this,  and  more, 
rendered  him  inexcufable.  Excufes  are  fcarce 
allowable  to  fuch  Exorbitances. 

His  Companion,  Mr.  Seward,  has  like- 
wife  great  ConfliSls  with  Satan.    "  He  often  jq^^^ 
**  turned  himfelf  into  an  Angel  of  Light,  P.  27, 28, 
"  and  made  me  think  Brother  Whitefeld's'^^'  ^°- 
"  Zeal  was  not  fo  great  as  my  own  j — which 
"  Mr.   Whitefield  faid   was   Impetuojity .  ^^ 
"  Was  exercifed  wkhftrong  inward  Trials, 
"  fuch  as  I  never /f//  btfore.— Satan  darti?ig 
"  in  fitch  hon'id  Thoughts-,— he  made  me  en- 
^'  tertain  hard  Thoughts  of  my  Brother; — 
"  exercifed  again  with  i?2wardCo7iJliBs,  and 
*'  could  not  pray  for  my  Friends.     There 
*^  feemed  a  Cloud  of  evil  Spirits  hovering 
"  round  me,  and  brought  my  Soul  to  the 
K  2  **  Depth 
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''  Difth  of  Hell  —  O  !  the  horrid  Sag- 
**  geftions,  that  Satan  has,  Day  after  Day, 
*'  followed  me  with  !  He  has  endeavoured 
*'  to  caft  a  Cloud  over  all  the  Mamfeftations 
?'  I  have  had  of  the  Divine  Favour, — ^Tho' 
*'  the  Lord  has  a  Thoufand  Times  over 
"  told  me,  that  he  loved  me  with  an  Ever-r 
"  lafting  Love ;  yet  Satan  had  the  Impu-^ 
*'  dence'  to  tell  tue,    in   the  Midll;  of  my 
"  Prayers,    that  I  was  not  one  of  God's 
**  ^Z^'^, -r- that  I  was  like  Judas, ^-r^xid 
.'*  fhould  betray  Chrift. — He  is  generally  fo 
-*  bufy  with  me  in  Prayer,   that  my  Time 
**  is  chiefly  fpent  in  keeping  him  off. — 
**  Thus  has  my  poor  Soul  been  tofjed^s,  in  a 
*'  Te?npeft,  till  brought  almoft  to  D^fpair, 
"  —^Satan  bad  me  worfhip  him,  or  Stocks, 
"  or  Stones,  or  any  Thing  but  God. — One 
**  remarkable  Temptation  was,  that  know- 
"  ing  how  little  Sleep  I  allowed  myfelf — 
*'  he  terrified  me  with  this  Scripture,  It  is 
"  but  loft  Labour  that  you  rife  up  early,  and 
''  fit  up  late,  and  eat  the  Bread  of  Carefut- 
<'  7iefs.     Here  he  flopped, — -for  it  was  6*^- 
*'  tan' 2,  Bufinefs  now  to  hide  the  latter  Part 
«'  of  the  Text  from  me." 

This  is  the  fame  Mr.  Seward,   of  whom 

Mr.  Whitefield  gives  fuch  a  particular  Ac- 

Sjourn.    count,  "  wliofe  Circumftances,  both  ^^^r^ 

"  and  in  his  Converfion,  much  rcfemble 

"  thofe  of  St.  PauLrrAx  pleafed  God  to  re« 

*'  veal 


P.  ai. 
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"  veal  his  Sofi  unto  him,  and  to  caft  him 
**  down  to  the  Earth — by  eight  Days  Sick-- 
*'  nefs ;  in  which  Time  he  fcarce  ever  eat, 
**  or  drank,  or  flept,  and  underwent  great 
"  inward  Agonies  and  Tortures :  —  When 
*'  God  fent  a  poor  travelling  Woman^  that 
"  came  to  fell  Straw  Toys,  to  inftrudt  him 
"  in  the  Nature  of  our  Second  Birth,"  And 
what  better  than  Straw  Toys  did  fhe  fell  to 
him  f  Of  what  did  ihe  deliver  him,  after 
going  through  the  Tangs  oj^  the  New  Birth, 
and  what  has  he  brought  forth ,  but  a  moft 
weak  and  extravagantly  wild  'Journal  ? 
What  other  Proof  need  we  bring  of  a  weak, 
or  di [ordered  Heady  than  his  being  fo  ter^ 
rijiea  bv  that  remarkable  Temptation  of  Sa- 
tan^  alledging  only  a  Bart  of  a  Scripture 
Paflage  ?  As  if  the  leaft  Degree  of  Thought, 
or  turning  to  the  Place,  might  not  eafily 
have  fupplied  the  Defedtj^-^/^r  fo  he  giveth 
his  Beloved  Sleep. 

I  could  tell  him,  from  a  Book  of  Au- 
thority,  of  a  vcioi^  fugacious  Saifit,  who  out- 
witted the  Devil  in  a  like  Cafe.  "  The 
Devil  once  told  St.  Bernard,  that  he  kne\Xr 
certain  Verfes  in  the  Tjalter,  that  whofb 
fayeth  fhall  not  periih ;  and  (hall  know  the 
Day  of  his  Death.  But  the  Fiend  refufed 
to  name  them.  Then,  faid  the  Saint,  I 
will  fay  the  whole  Pfalter  daily.  The  Fiend 
co.niidering    bow    much    more  Good   tha:t 

would 
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would  do  him,  fhewed  him  the  Verfes/-' 

Ho?'a  B.  Virginisfec.  ufum  Sacrum,  P.  1 24. 

P^^'f'  1534- 

In   Reference  to  the   other  AfTaiilts  of 

Satan  upon  Mr.  Seward^  I  fhall  only  men- 
tion one  Popijh  Inftance  among  a  Thou- 
fand  J  which  is  that  of  St.  GuthlaCy  agree- 
able in  divers  Circumftances.     '*  The  Ene- 
Aa'san.a  ^"y  ^f  Mankind  envying  the  Humility  of 
Vol.  3.     the  Man  of  God^    by  the  Force   of    his 
Pag.  27'-  Temptations  almeft  drove  him  to  the  Pit  of 
Defpair, — One  Night  an  infinite  Multitude 
of  Devils  furrounded   him,  filling  all  the 
Air  with  their  ugly  Forms,  as  fo  many  black 
Clouds  J  threaten  him  with  Death,  and  car- 
ry him  away  to  the  very  Jaws  of  Hell.  'Till 
:jit  length  St.  Barthohmew  comes  to  his  Af- 
iijftance,  and  commands  them  to.  carry  him 
lafe  Home."  Nov.  Legend.  A?2gl.  Fol.  169. 
(     Nor  can  Mr.  JVeJley  efcape  the  Attacks  of 
zjourn.   x}i\\^  infernal  spirit .    "  Soon  after  receiving 
•  i^»  3^- 1^^-  ^^  ^Afuranos  of  Forgivenefs^ — The  Ene- 
>*  my  fuggefted,  This  cannot  be  Faith  :  for 
^*'  where  is  thy  Joy  ? — ^I  was  much  buffeted 
^^  with  T^empt,ations  \    but  cried  out,    and 
'"  -they  fled  ,away.     They  returned  again, 
•^''  and  again. — -The  •Ewmjy  in]ed:ed  a  Fear, 
'**  If  thou  doft  believe^  why  is  there  not  a 
\**  more  fenfible  C/j^?z^^  .? — -I  anfwered,  (yet 
*'  iiDt  I)  That  I  know  not.-^But  is  not  any 
:^*'  Sokt  of  Fear^  contiaued  i}[\Q  Tempter,  a 
^^  Proof  that  thou  doft  not  believe  ?  " 

You 
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You  obferve  here  a  regular  Coni^erfa" 
tiorij  and  Difcourfey  between  Satan  and 
Mr.  Wefley  :  —  that  Satan  [poke  to  Mr. 
Whitefeldy  and  threatened  him:  —  had  the 
hnpudence  to  fpeak  to  Mr.  Seward^  and  ter- 
rify him  with  a  Pallage  in  Scripture.  And 
elfevvhere  "  the  Devil perjiiades  them  to  go 
no  farther ;  — and  they  have  great  i^^^vz- Letters. 
ing  with  Satan.'' 

And  does  not  this  give  too  much  En- 
couragement to  the  many  fabulous  Tales, 
with  which  Popijlj  Legends  are  ftufFed,  of 
vijible  and  per final  Appearances  of  Devils  to 
their  Saints^  of  their  Combats  Hand  to  Handy 
and  Difcourfes  in  an  articulate  Voice ^  &c  ? 
True  Catholicksy  i.  e.  ignorant  and  credulous 
People,  firmly  believed  thefe  Tales.  The 
Methodijls  perhaps  are  not  much  wifer; 
and  may  be  equally  ready  to  conflrue  fuqh 
Expreflions  in  a  literal  Senfe. 

One  more  Satanical  Operation  I    {hall 
mention  in  this  Place,  becaufe  Mr.  Wejley 
was  concerned  in  it :  He  relates  the  Cafe 
of  "  feveral  breaking-out  into  horrid  i^/Vi"  3  Joum. 
of  Laughter  ;  - — buffeted  by  Satan  by  fuch  a^^'S-  94- 
Spirit   of  Laughter^    as  they  could  in  nop.  37^  38. 
Wife  refift,  though  it  was  Pain  and  Grief 
unto   them  :  —  one  laughing,    till  almoft 
Jirdngled : — [omo  were  cfinded,  and  would 
not  believe  but  they  could  help  laughing y  li 
they  would  :  —  but  God  fuffered  Satan  to 
teach  them  better.     They  were  fuddenly 

feized 
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feized  in  the  fame  Manner,  laughing  almoft 
without  ceafing.  Thus  they  continued  for 
two  Days^  a  Spectacle  to  all.- — And  both 
himfelf  and  Brother  had  been  buffeted  in  the 
fame  Manner,  when  they  walked  out  to 
fing  Pfalms  in  a  Meadow.  Nor  could  they 
poSibly  refrain,  though  ready  to  tear  them- 
felves  in  Pieces ;  but  were  forced  t-o  go 
Home,  without  finging  another  Line." 

Though  I  am  not  convinced  that  thefe 
Fits  of  Laughing  are  to  be  afcribed  to  Satan  5 
I  entirely  agree  with  Mr.  Wejley^  that  they 
are  involuntary  and  unavoidable ;  and  don't 
in  the  leaft  queftion  the  Facis.  Fhyfical 
Writers  tell  us,  that  Laughing-Fits  are  one 
Species  of  a  Delirium^  attending  on  fome* 
Dijlempers ^^2indi  particularly  on  the  Hypochon- 
dria, or  Spleen,  [the principal  Ingredient  of 
Enthu/iafn)  called  by  fome  the  Organ  of 
Laughter ;  whence  laughing  People  are  faid 
to  vent  tlmr  Spleen, 

I  don't  remember  any  of  thefe  Laughing- 
Fits  among  Papijls..  But  they  were  very 
common  among  the  French  Prophets  m 
their  Agitations.  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  his  Mif- 
cellanics,  (Page  1 17)  relates  the  fame  Thing 
of  Oliver  Cromwell.  "  Oliver,  fays  he, 
"  had  certainly  this  Afflatus.  One  that 
"  was  at  the  Battle  of  Dunbar  told  me  that 
**  Oliver  was  carried  on  with  a  Divine  Im- 
"  pulfe :  he  did  laugh  io  exceffively  as  if 
"  he  had  been  drunk. — The  fame  Fit  of 

Laughter 
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"  Laughter  felzed  him  jufl  before  the  Bat- 
*'  tie  of  Nafebyr  'Tis  a  Qoeftion  unde- 
cided, whether  Oliver  was  more  of  the 
Efithiifiajiy  or  the  Hypocrite  :  and  I  prefume 
the  Fits  are  no  Proof  of  a  good  Caiife  either 
in  the  ProteSlor^  or  the  Metbodijl. 

I  took  Notice  before  how  the  Methodijis 
make  Hell  tremble,    and  Satan's  Kingdom 
totter.     No   wonder   therefore  If  he  rage 
horribly^  and  fllr  up  all  poflible  Oppofition 
to    their  Progrefs.     Hence  Mr.  Whitefield 
aiTures  us,  that,  "  the  Devil  painted  him  in  3  Joum. 
moll  horrible  Colours;  and  raifed  a  Report ^'^^" '''^* 
that  he  was  mad-,  —  that  when  he  went  /£/4  Jo^n-n. 
attack  the  Devil  in  his  flrongejl  Holds,  the  ^^^"  '^^' 
Devil  would  not  permit  the  People  to  give 
him  Audience; — and  that  Satan  endeavour-  5  Joum. 
ed  to  interrupt  his  Preaching,  by  fending  a^^^  ^^' 
Tannic  upon  his  Audience  in  the  Midft  of 
his  Difcourfe." 

Hence  too  Mr.  Wcjley  fays,  that  while 
he  was  preaching,  "  the  Devil  knew  his    t^^^^^^ 
*'  Kingdom  (hook,    and    therefore  flirred  pag.  37. 
**  up  his  Servants,  X.0  ring  Bells,  and  make 
"  2iNoife. — The  Prince  of  the  Air  madepag.  57 
"  another  Attempt  in  Defence  of  his  totter- 
"  ing  Kingdom  ;  great  Numbers  of  Men 
"  be.'.an  to  fpeak  big,  fwelling  Words :  — 
"  The   many-headed  Beajl  began  to   roar  pag.  60 
"  again:  —  The   Dentil's   Children  foueht 
"  valiantly   for  their  Mafler.  —  One /^r^f  Pag.  82. 
"  Stone  (many  of  which  they  threw)  went 
L  juft 
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"juil  over  my  Shoulder.     But  no  one  was 

p.  69!"    "  ^^^^  ^^  ^^y  Degree.     For  thy  Kingdom 

3  journ.    ««  ruleth  over  all.  —  One  Man   took  up  a 

pag.  9r.    tc  gfg^t  Stone^  which  he  many  Times  at- 

*'  tempted  to  throw.     But  that  he  could 

"  not  do." 

To  pafs  over  at  prefent  thefe  Intimations 

•Q)i  2,  miraculous  Deliverance  \ — we  find  the 

Spirits  of  Darknefs  oppofing  themfelves  to 

Fanatical  PopiJJo  Saints,  and  for  the  fame 

Reafon.     "  The  Devils  confefied,  that  St. 

Frf  ciff  Francis  was  the  Man  in  the  World  whom 

Jan.  3.      they  moft  feared  j  the  Man  fent  ofGodi^r 

the  Reformation  of  Mankind-,    for  which 

Reafon  they  plagued  him  to  the  utmofl  of 

their  Power  j — and  that  feveral  Councils  had 

been  fummoned  in  Hell,  to  confider   how 

to  deftroy,  or  put  a  Stop  to,  the  Francif- 

Conform.  ^^^^' — The  Deviis  knowing  that  Hell  was 

Fol.53.54.  to  be  deftroyed  hy  him,  and  his  Society, — 

perfecuted    him   a   Thoufand    Ways,    by 

Terrors,  Calumnies,  perfonal  Combats  with 

him  Hand   to  Hand  ;  once  by  flinging  a 

large  Piece  of  a  Rock  at  his  Head,  which 

the  Saint  made  foft  as  Wax,  by  a  Miracle, 

Fol.  \^o.  ^^hat  it  could  not  hurt  him,  &c. — Another 

Time  a  noify  Woman  difturbed  his  Preaching 

by  beating  a  Cymbol  -,  but  St.  Francis  bad 

the  Devil  take  her ;  and  inftantly  he  came, 

and  carried  her  Way." 

Ribadcn.       *'  The   Devils   looked   upon   the  pious 

pag.  544.  Ignatius  as  their  irreconcilable  Enemy,  for 

refcuing 
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rercuing  Souls  out  of  their  Hands,  and 
made  War  with  all  hisFoIkwers.'' — I  could 
add  Hundreds  of  Inftances  of  fuch  Diaboli- 
cal Attempts  againft  the  Religious  Orders 
among  Tapijls^  on  Account  of  their  doing 
Jo  much  Good  in  the  World.  What  Good  they 
have  done  can  be  no  Secret  to  a  Protejlanf, 
But  'tis  to  be  hoped,  our  Jefiiitical  Me- 
thodijls  will  fall  very  fliort  of  fuch  goodly 
Confequences.  Satan  can't  poffibly  be  their 
E?iemy^  if  they  proceed  in  the  fame 
Method. 

§.  8.  Another  Rub  in  the  Methodiji's 
Way,  and  partly  owing  to  the  fame  evil 
Spirit^  is  their  frequent  Complaint  of  Spi- 
ritual Defer tionSy  inward  Deadnejfes^  Dark- 
nefj'es^  Drynsfs^  Barre?inefsy  and  in  general 
a  deflate  and  uncomfortable  State.  Their 
fancied  Illumination  ^  Infpiration^  'T  re  fences  ^ 
Calls ^  DireBions  and  AUiftances  of  God^  6cc. 
Thefe  have  rendered  their  Enthufiafm  vio- 
lent and  fiery,  made  their  Breaft  like  a 
burning  Furnace^  with  a  vehement  Rapidity 
confuming  all  before  it.  But  as  the  Furnace 
can't  always  be  kept  up  to  fuch  an  uncom- 
mon  Heat ;  when  the  Fewel  fails,  and  before 
frefli  Recruits  are  coUecSted  ;  a  Drynefs  and 
Cold?iefs  foon  fucceed  :  all  is  a  Sort  of  Caput 
mortuum  within,  a  dead  infipid  Lump^ 
when  the  volatile  6^/r//i  are  exhaufled. 

L  2  Thi* 
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This  State  of  Defolation  they  fometlmes 
barely  relate,  and  fometimes  impute  it  to 
the  Efficiency  of  the  Good,  or  of  the  Evil 
Spirit. 

"  Comforts,  fays  Mr.  Whitejieldy  were 
foon  withdrawn,  and  a  horrible  Fear- 
fulnefs  and  Dread  permitted  to  over- 
whelm my  Soul, — attended  with  inward 
Darknefs ;  my  Soul  barren  and  dry. — 
Sometimes  I  perceive  myfeif  deferted  j 
on  a  fudden  deferted,  and  ftruggled  like 
one  in  the  laft  Agonies, — without  any 
Life  or  Power — quite  fhut  up. — Satmi 
withflood  me  greatly  ;  for  on  a  fudden  I 
was  deferted.  I  thought  it  was  the 
DcviPs  doing. — Quite  fhut  up:  my 
Heart  and  Head  were  as  dead  as  a  Stone. 
— God  being  pleafed  to  withdraw  him- 
felf. — For  two  Days  God  has  brought  me 
low  by  Spiritual  Defer ticjis.'" 
Wejley.  "  For  three  Days  I  was  forrow- 
ful  and  very  heavy  3  could  not  read, 
meditate,  fing,  pray,  or  do  any  Thing. 
— Continued  to  leek  it  (Faith)  but  with 
fl:range  Indifference,  Dulnefs,  and  Cold- 
nefs ;  and  unufualiy  frequent  Relapfes 
into  Sin.— Had  no  Life  or  Spirit  in  me.— 
Our  Society  met :  but  cold,  weary,  heart- 

lefs    and  dead. Nothing  of  brotherly 

Love  among  them ;  but  a  harfh,    dry, 
heavy,    flupid  Spirit]  —  looking  as  if 

"  one 
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"  one  Half   of   them  was  afraid   of  the 
"  other." 

"  I   have  found,     (fays   Mr.   Seward  J  Joam. 
"  during    thefe     Tef?2ptations,     a    general  P^S- 4o- 
"  Withdrawing  of  Gi//i  ^/)/r//." 

The  fame  State  of  DcreliBio?i,  &c.  was 
the  common  Lot  of  their  t\tv  faithful  Allies. 
**  The  feraphic  St.  Francis    was   reduced  (^qj^^^j.^^ 
to  fo  great  Tribulation  by  Satan' s  Tempt  a- ¥o\.  53, 
fions^    and    the    Lord's    withholding     his  ^53- 
ufual  Confolations,  that  he  thouo;ht  he  was 
forjaken  by  Chrifi  j  — and  that  for   feveral 
Months  together. — The  ^^ry  St,  Ignatius'^^riol. 
often  found  all  the  Hquid  Pleafures  of  theP^^"^°* 
inward  Man  quite  dried  away.     A  Woman  ibid, 
quite  deferted,  and  the  Vein  of  her  Spiritual^^-  44»- 
Delicicufncff'es  dried  up  in  her  Aridities,  fo 
that  Ihe  could  not  pray,  or  do  any  Thing 
to  recover  her  Sweet tiejjes,  was  reftored  by 
Ignatius  to   her  amorous   Motions    towards 
God. — A  Jefuit  under  Defolations  and  De-Balingh. 
relidtions   was    reftored    by   flying  to  the^"g-  '3- 
Bofom  of  Jefus  and  Mary. — M.  of  Tazzi  Br.  Mon. 
had   a  long  Combat  with  the  Princes  of^^y^^- 
Darknefs ;  was  dry,  defolate,  and  deferted. 
— St.  Terefa   for  Two  and    Twenty  2^^ ri  Ribadeir. 
had  great  Aridities; — yet  never  in  all  thatP^S-  799- 

Time  defired   more  Comfort. Mary  ofuk, 

Agreda  was  under  fuch  2.  Spiritual  Defertion, 
that  God  for  fome  Years  did  hide  himfelf 
from  her,  withdrawing  the  Regalo's  and 
Joys  of  his  Prefence." 

The 
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The  MethodiJIsy  who  complain  fo  often 
of  their  Defer tionSj  and  other  occafional 
Deje&ionSy  and  gloomy  Apprehenfions, 
would  be  very  unwilling  that  we  fhould 
take  Advantage  of  Mr.  Whitejield\  AfTer- 
3  Journ-  tion,  "  Let  Men  but  love  Chrift,  and  fpend 
pag-  7--  <c  their  whole  Tijne  in  his  Service ,  and  they 
"  will  find  J20  dull,  melancholy  Hours.  Want 
"  of  the  Love  of  God,  I  take  to  be  the  chief 
"  Caufe  of  Indohmce  and  Vapours.""  Nor 
need  we  haflily  recur  to  the  immediate 
'Efficiency  o^  z  fupernatural  Ag'^ncy ,  celefiial 
or  infernal.  The  Force  of  Diftemper  and 
bodily  Diforder  will  eafily  account  for  moil 
fuch  dark  and  difconfolate  Thoughts.  A 
difeafed  Melancholy  alone  will  fuffice,  to 
which  many  pious  and  well-meaning  Peo- 
ple are  fubjed.  Mr.  Whitefield  himfelf  in 
3  Journ.  EiFed:  imputes  it  to  Difeafe  j  "  I  was  de- 
p.  24,  25.  t<  fei-tej^  and  then  taken  very  ///  in  Body^ 
"  vomited,  went  to  Bed, — quite  fhut  up, 
"  my  Ind/fpofition  ftill  continuing.  After 
**  this  my  Spirits  revived.  Body  was 
■*'  ftrengthened,  and  God  gave  me  Ut- 
Life.  "  terance — ."  "  Mary  of  Agreda,  beiides 
"  Spiritual  Defer tions,  and  direful  T^empta- 
"  tations,  was  never  free  from  one  painful 
"  Diftemper  or  other."  The  Defertion  m 
both  Cafes  is  conneded  with  the  Difeaje. 

But  even  this  Caufe  is  not  wanted :  after 
the  Spirits  have  been  wound  up  too  high, 
and    put  ■  upon    extraordinary    Efforts,    a 

Weaknefs 
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Weaknefs  and  Depreffion  of  Coiirfe  facceed. 
And  we  may  look  upon  Enthuf-ifm  as  a 
Kind  oi  Druiikennefsy  filling  and  intoxicat- 
ins;  the  Brain  with  the  heated  Fumes  of 
fpirituous  Particles ;  but  no  fooner  do  the 
Inebriatwi  and  Incalelcence  go  off,  but  a 
Sinking  of  the  Spirits^  a  Coldnefs  and  Dul- 
nefs,  take  Place :  and  the  lower  is  the 
Deprejjion  in  proportion  to  the  preceding 
Elroation. 

And  yet  thefe  very  Deferttons  they  can 
turn  to  Account  ;  and  create  a  ftronger 
Notion  among  their  Followers,  that  at 
ether  T'imeSy  and  in  their  high  Flights,  they 
are  more  immediately  infpired,  and  receive 
eyJraordinary  Supplies  from  Heaven. 

For  a  clearer  and  fuller  Account  of 
thefe  occalional  Dcfe?-tions,  Ebbings  and 
FlcwingSy  SiicceJJmns  of  hot  and  cold  Fits, — 
I  would  recommend  to  the  Reader  Dr. 
Henry  Mere's  Difcourfe  of  Enthnfafm. 
Sed.  1 8. — This  Tra^l^  fo  truly  defcribes 
the  Nature^  Ctjufesy  and  Kinds  of  Enthii- 
pafniy  that  (were  not  this  Diflemper  general- 
ly attended  with  the  fame  Symptoms)  one 
would  think  it  a  Trophccy  of  our  Fanatical 
Mtthodifs. 

§.9.  Of  the  fame  Nature,  as  an  Inter- 
ruption to  their  Progrefs,  and  genuine 
Confcqumce  of  Enthufiafmy  may  be  reckon- 
ed their  rreat  Inequality  and  JJnJieadinejs  of 

Temper 
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Temper  and  Conduct ;  their  Ebbings  and 
Flowing':  of  Sentiments  and  Adlions  j  their 
yoys^  Prefumptiom^  Affurances^  &c.  con- 
trafted  with  various  'Torment ^  and  Scruples 
of  Confcience^  Relapfes,  Defpairings^  See. 
Whereby  they  are  loft  and  perplexed  in 
endlefs  Mazes ;  and  their  Cajlles  in  the  Air 
Ihattered  to  Pieces. 

As  to  Mr.  Whitejield^ — after  \\\%  jhameful 
(I  mean  Jhamekfs)  Account  of  his  Strug- 
gles between  Nature  and  Grace^  and  his 
Viciffitudes  of  the  PraBice  of  Piety  and 
Senfuality  j —  and  his  preaching  with  more 
or  lefs  Power,  &c. — I  fee  not  much  of  his 
doubting  Co?2fcience.  He  fwims  fo  fecurely 
on  the  Bladders  of  his  Vanity y  as  to  be  in 
little  Danger  ol Jinking.  Something,  how- 
ever, of  this  Nature  appears  in  his  Fifth 
fournal,  pag.  \y — 19.  But  Mr.  Wejley, 
a  Man  of  deeper  Reflexion,  is  much  more 
embarraffed,  and  toifed  up  and  down  with 
alternate  Rijings  and  Fallings. 
4  Journ.  And  he  has  often  "  taken  Occafion  to 
pag.  30-  defcribe  that  wilder nefs  State ,  that  State  of 
Doubts  and  Fears,  which  fo  many  go 
through  after  they  have  received  RemifTion 
of  Sins."  Two  horrible  Inftances  of  this 
2lj-^  g  Cafe  he  gives,  "  of  Perfons  who,  after 
many  Years  mourning,  were  filled  with 
Peace  and  Joy  in  believing ;  but  fuddenly 
fuch  a  Cloud  overwhelmed  them,  that  they 
eould  not  believe  their  Sins  were  forgive?t 

at 


(     St     ) 

at  all,  or  that  there  was  anv  fuch  Thin$c 
as  Forgivenefs  of  Sins^  any  Heaven  or  Helly 
&c."  Whether  they  ever  returned  to  tht'it 
Faith  and  Peace  we  have  no  Account.  — 
But  let  us   fee  what  he  fays  of  himleif,  « 

and  the  Diftradfions  of  his  own  Mind. 

—  "  My  Spirit  revived  $    fo  that  from  i  Joum, 
this  Day  I  had  no  more  of  that  Fearful-  ^^^S-  ^^' 
nefs  and  Heavinefs^  which  before  almoft 
continually  weighed  me  down."     And 
yet  he  writes  in  the  very  fame  Page,  "  I 
went  to  America  to  convert  the  Indiam : 
But  oh  !  who  fhall  convert  me  I  Who, 
what  is  he,  that  will  deliver  me  from 
this  evil  Heart  of  \J71belief  t  ' —  I  think 
verily,  if  the  Go/pel  be  true,  I  amfafe. 
— I /hew  my  Faith  by  my  Works.  —  But 
in  a  Storm  I  thinkj  what  if  the  Gofpel 
be  not  true  ?  —  I  have  learned,   that  I, 
who  went  to  America  to  convert  others^ 
was  never  converted  myfelf.  —  If  it  bepag,  Sj-^ 
faid,  that  /  have  Faith  j    I   anfwer,   fo  i^- 
hav€  the  Devils,  —  Thrown  into  great 
Perplexities.  —  I  cannot  find  in  myfelf 
the  Lov€  of  Gody  or  of  Chrift.     Hence 
my  Deadncfs  and  Wanderings  in  'Tub* 
lic  Prayer.     Hence  it   is,  that  even  in 
tlie  Holy  Communion  I  have  rarely  any 
more  than  a  cold  Attention.  — When  I 
hear  of  the  highcll  Inftances   of  God's 
LovL\  my  Heart  is  ftill  fenlelefs  and  un- 
affc(::tcd.     Yea,  at  tliis  Moment,  I  feel  2  joum. 
M  **  noP  ''>'*' 
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*^  no  more  Love  to  him,  than  to  one  I  had 
**  never  heard  of.  —  Troubled  at  what 
**  fome  faid, — doubtful  of  my  own  State.— 
2  Journ.  ^*  By  Peter  Bohkr  (a  Moravian)  clear- 
p.  II,  i6.  cc  ly  convinced  of  Unbelief; — immediate- 
"  ly  it  ftruck  into  my  Mind,  Leave  off 
**  Preaching.  —  I  asked  Bohkr ^  whether 
*'  he  thought  I  fhould  leave  it  off,  of 
"  not  ?  He  anfwered,  by  no  Means.  I 
*^  asked,  but  what  can  I  preach  ?  He  faid, 
"  preach  Faith,  'till  you  have  it. — My 
"  Soul  ftarted  back: — I  asked  P.  Bohler 
"  again. — 

"  All  the  Time  I  was  at  Savannah  I 
**  was  thus  ^^^//«^  the  Air.  — I  had  wil- 
**  lingly  ferved  Sin  :  now  it  was  iinwil- 
?'  lingly :  but  ftill  I  ferved  it.  I  fell,  and 
**  rofe,  and  fell  again.  Sometimes  I  was 
"  overcome,  and  in  Heavinefs ;  fometimes 
"I  overcame,  and  was  in  Joy.  —  This 
**  Struggle  between  Nature  and  Grace  con^ 
**  tinned  above  ten  Tears''  —  At  length, 
**  my  Heart  was  ftrangely  warmed,  —  had 
M.  an  Ajjurance  of  Forgivenefs. —  The  Ene- 
**  my  fuggefted,  this  cannot  be  Faith,  — 
"  was  much  buffeted  with  temptations  ; 
**  but  cried  out,  and  they  fled  away. 
"  They  returned  again,  and  again,  &c. 
•'  I  asked  Mr.  Tekhig,  the  Moravian, 
**  what  to  do  ?  —  I  have  now  conjlant 
**  Peace :  not  one  uneafy  Thought.  And 
"  I  have  Freedom  from  Sin :  not  one  un- 

"  holy 
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holy  Defire.     Yet  on  Wednefday  did  I 
grieve  the  Spirit  of  God :  • —  continued 
in  this  Heavinefs  till  the  next  Morning, 
—  Again   ftrongly  ajjhulted, —  but  after 
I   had  prayed    faintly,   the  Temptation 
vaniihed  away.  —  Had  ftill  more  Cow- 
fort  and  Peace ^  and  Joy ;  on  which,  I 
fear,  I  began  to  prefiime^  —  was  thrown 
into   Perplexity   by   a   Letter^  alTertingi 
that   no  Doubting   or  Fear   could  confijl 
with  true  Faith.  —  Begging  of  God  to  2  Joum. 
dired:  me,  I  opened  my  Teftament. —  P^8-  27- 
My  weak  Mind  could  not   bear  to  be 
thus  fawn  afunder.**  —  Once  more,   **  I  3  Joum- 
preached,  —  but  had  no  Life  or  Spirit  ^^^'   °* 
in  me ;  and  was  much  in  Doubt^   whe- 
ther God  would  not  lay  me  alide,  and 
fend  other  Labourers   into  his  Harvejl. 
I    came    to    the    Society    full    of    this 
Thought." —  In  another  Place  he  readi-  Pag.  78. 
ly  owns   his  frequent  Relapfes  into  Sin  for 
near  twice  ten  Tears,  &c. 

Such  is  the  Cafe  of  a  Perfon,  who  tells 
us,  that  "  he  carefully  confidered  every 
Step  he  took :  —  that  he  knows  afjiiredly^ 
that  where  Reafon  fails,  God  will  direB 
our  Path  by  Lot,  or  other  Means  ;  —  one, 
who  was  almoft  perpetually  dipping  into 
the  Bible  for  fuch  Direction ,  and  one  of 
intimate  Communication  with  the  Deity.^* 
And  is  it  not  ftrange,  that  fuch  a  one 
(hould  be  deflitute  of  Means  to  rejohe  his 
M  2  Scruples  ? 
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$gruples?  Should  be  ever  at  Variance  with 
himfelf^  and  find  no  Place  to  fix  his  Foot  ? 
Put  this  is  the  Nature  of  his  Difeafe ;  and 
I  could  run  the  Parallel  through  Num- 
bers of  Fanatical _  Papijls ;  but  fhall  be 
contented  with  only  two.  And  if  the 
Reader  will  pleafe  to  recoiled  what  was 
faid  before  of  the  Methodijls  ConjiiBs  with 
Satan^  their  Spiritual  Defertions,  their  un- 
equal Temper  and  IJnJieadineJs  in  this  Ar-^ 
tide ;  — -.  and  alfo  take  in  what  will  be 
farther  faid  of  their  general  Intanglements 
find^  Jnconjijlency^  in  Sentiment  and  Conduct, 
^c.  he  will  find  a  pretty  exa^  Agreement  5 
and  probably  conclude  the  Methodifi  to  be 
AS  true  a  Saint  as  the  Papijl  j  and  like  to 
produce  as  ufeful  a  Society. 

My  firfl  Parallel  {hall   be   the  glorious 

Founder  of  the    'Jefuits^    taken    from    his 

'Btxt.  Wt.  Lije    by    Father    Bartoha.      "   Manifold 

lg"at.       cc  vvere  Is.natius" '$,   Experiences  of  Perils : 

pag.  20.         ,  ^        •    .  •:    , 

*  "  but  none   more  capital,    or  more  trou- 

/^[j:jlefome,  than  \\\% Scruples.    It  fo  pleafed 

"liaod,   that  6'^^^«  fliould  fill  and  vex  his 

*Xv  Mind  with  infinite  Doub tings.     He  flood 

**  in  Fear  of  fome  great  Sin  in  whatever 

^'  h^e.iiid.-     The  liquid  Joys  too  of  his  in- 

fS.jward   Man    were  dried  up-,    his  Mind 

*\  diilurbed  and  tofied   with  Perplexities  j 

*'  rendered  unfit  for  thofe  divine  Draughts, 

*'  which  ,ir^  its  ferene  State  it  had  drawn 

*^  fiofB  J^e(iv€n.     Moreover  he  , was  then 

*'  more 
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*'  more     grievoufly    anxious,     when     he 

*'  thought   upon   heavenly    Tubings.      And 

*'  this   was   his  Occupation  by    Day   and 

**  Night,  to  litigate,  wrangle,  and  be  per- 

*'  plexed  with  himfelf  j    whether  this  and 

*'  t'other  were   not  Sins,    and   he    guilty 

*'  of  any.      And  the  more  he  ftrove    to 

"  extricate  himfelf,  the   more  was  he  /";/- 

*'  tangled.  —  His  Conje[jor  forbad  him  to 

**  give  Ear  to  Scruples  ;  but  what  was  to  be 

"  reckoned  a  Scruple  afforded  new  Matter 

**  of  2i  jcrupulous  'Enquiry  :  every  Thing  to 

''  Minds  thus  ill-affeBed  affording  Scruple 

*'  and  Doubt.      So  that  he  thought  God 

**  was  turned  from  him ;  and,  as  is  ufual 

**  in  thefe  Streights,    would  eternally  de- 

^^  Jiroy  him. — Thus  did  the  Devils  wound 

"  him,  as  with  fo  many  Arrows  -,  demo- 

"  lifhing  his  holy  Reft  by  anxious  Thoughts, 

"  and  depriving  him  of  his  calm  and  ftill 

**  Confidence  in  God,  and  filial  Love.     But 

"  this  was  their  chief  Aim,  to  drive  him 

"  into  Defpair,  and  make  him  put  an  End 

*'  to  his  Life.      So  that  he  was  ftrongly 

**  led  to  throw  himfelf  out  of  the  Win- 

"  dow.      Then    he    would    needs  fiarve 

"  himfelf,  till  his  Confeljor  made  him  re- 

"  turn  to  his  ufual  Refrefioments.  —  And 

"  now  he  began  to  rejoice  as  a  Conqueror  : 

"  but  fcarce  were  two  Days  elapfed,  when 

"  a  new  unforefeen  Tempefi  arofe,  of  Scru- 

'*  pkSi    Dijidence,    Sadnefs    and  Defpair, 

"  not 
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**  not  more  gentle  than  the  Torments  o^ 
^*  the  Damned. — But  in  a  little  Time  this 
*^  fecond  'Tempeji  ceafed.  The  Heaven  of 
"  his  Mind  became  calm  and  bright^  and 
^^  his  Alacrity  was  more  copious  than  be- 
*'  fore. — God  gave  him  thefe  Experiences^ 
**  the  'Difcipline  of  which  he  was  to  de- 
^-^  liver  to  others.  Certainly  from  thefe  fo 
'*  different  and  oppojite  Viciffitudes  of  Soul, 
^*  the  irriguous  and  dry^  the  anxious  and 
*■'■  fecure^  the  fad  and  the  chearful-,  he  be- 
**  came  fo  well  skilled  in  thofe  alternate 
*^"'- Motions,  wherewith  the  Divine  Goodnefs 
"**  aBudtes  his  own,  that  when  others  were 
*'  to  be  inJiruBed  in  them,  they  might 
**  transfer    the    beft    Example  from   him- 

-     The    ether  Parallel    is    the    Seraphic 

Virgin   St.  Terefa  ;    who  was  not   indeed 

troubled  with  fuch  a  very  fcrupulous  Con^ 

feimce  2iS  the  former,  but  was  a  Lady   of 

a  very  dubious  CharaBer,    of  very  unequal 

and  defultory  ConduB,   generally  wavering 

between  the  Saint  and  the  Sinner  j  —  and 

that  according  to  the  Account  of  Popijb 

Authors.      what  follows  of  her   is  tran- 

fcribed   from   her  Life   written  by  Riba- 

deneira. 

KJbaden.   "     "At  fx,  or  feven.  Years  of  Age  fhe 

oa  15.    «  took  great  Delight  in  reading  the  Lives 

FS-  7    '  *^  of  the  Saints  ;   which  inflamed  her  with 

*'  a  Defire  of  Martyrdom  :   at  twelve,   her 

"  Mother 
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Mother  dymgy  flie  chofe  the  Virgin 
Mary  to  be  her  Mother,  But  the  Devil 
envying  thefe  happy  Beginnings  made 
her  relax  her  holy  Fervour,  by  reading 
Romance Sy  vain  Companions,  trimming 
her  Hair,  and  ufing  Ferfumes.  But  our 
Lord  did  not  long  permit  thefe  Vanities, 
but  ordered  her  into  a  Monajlery ; 
where  fhe  began  to  rejume  her  pious 
Ctiftofns ;  prayed  much,  defired  the  Pray- 
ers of  the  Religious,  but  did  not  wholly 
deiire  to  be  one  herfelf.  —  Being  twenty 
Years  of  Age,  (he  enters  into  the  Order 
of  the  Carmelites ;  but  with  great  Con- 
tradidion  of  her  Soul,  Grief,  Refent- 
ment  and  Pain.  As  foon  as  fhe  had 
taken  the  Habit,  immediately  flie  had 
great  and  lajllng  Joy,  and  the  Aridity 
of  her  Soul  went  off.  At  the  End  of 
the  Year  (he  made  her  Profeffion  with 
Joy  ana  Contentment,  but  not  without 
Difficulty,  on  account  of  rude  Ajjdults 
from  the  Devil.  She  had  not  been 
long  In  Religion,  before  flie  grew  fami^ 
liar  with  Perfons  of  dangerous  Convert 
fat  I  on  ^  and  left  off  her  Prayer  :  A  Year 
after  flie  returns  to  her  Prayer,  but  did 
not  leave  off  her  accujicmed  Converfa^ 
tlon. — A  Vlfion  of  Chriji  wounded,  and 
Hell  opened,  helped  her  towards  leaving 
off  her  bad  Convcrfatlon  >  but  not  injhint^ 
'  /y,  nor  entirely.  — .  But  even  before  her 

«  full 
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full  Converfioriy  fometimes  (lie  would  bd 
careful  of  offending  God  for  a  Month, 
or  a  Year. —  She  was  thus  about  twenty 
Tears  falling,  and  rifing  again,  without 
fully  enjoying  the  Confolations  of  God, 

—  She  has  a  neuo  Fear,  that  her  Sweet- 
nefs  in  Prayer,  and  Sufpenfion  of  her 
Soul,  were  lUiiJiom  of  the  Devil.  And 
fome  Servants  of  Gc^^  judged  it  was  fo 
indeed,  by  Reafon  of  her  ImperfeBions ; 
God's  Favours  being  inco?npatible  with 
her  Kind  of  Life: — and  it  augmented 
their  Sufpicion,  that  tho'  ilie  had  beeri 
twenty  Tears  in  Prayer,  flie  was  never 
fufficiently  changed.  Some  fefuits  how- 
ever aflbre  her  all  was  from  God.  After 
this  fhe  was  in   a   Rapt,  wholly  tranf- 

fported  out  of  her j elf  and  heard  a  Voice 
from  the  Bottom^  of  her  Soul,  1  will 
that  thou  leave  the  Familiarity  with  Men, 
and  converfe  with  the  Angels.  From 
that  Time  fhe  was  wholly  changed  in  a 
Moment,  had  many  fublime  Vifions  and 
Vifits  from  Chriji ;  but  ftill  many  fuf- 
peded  all  was  from  the  Devil.  Things 
were  faid  greatly  prejudicial  to  her  good 
Name ;  and  (he  went  on,  — -  under  great 
Oppofition  from  Men  and  Devils.  — 
Now  under  great  Aridities  for  twenty - 
two  7ears,    without  defiring   Comfort  ; 

—  then  feeling  high  Gujls  and  Confolations, 
called   U?iions  -,    amorous,  fweet,   raging 

"   i'or- 
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"  torments  of  Divine  Love  j  taken  by  the 
"  Hand^  and  dandled  by  St.  Dominic  j  — - 
"  dies  by  the  Force  of  Divine  Love^  —  is 
"  canonized,  &c.'* 

Thus  flands  the  Account  from  as  true  a 
Catholic,  and  zealous  'Jefiiit,  as  ever  wrote. 
And  what  follows  has  a  more  authentic 
Seal,  attefted  by  Infallibility  in  the  Koman 
Breviary,  06i,  1 5  ;  and  efpecially  in  The 
A^s  of  her  Canofiizaiion  by  Gregory  XV. 
'TIs  in  the  Bullariu?ji  Cherubim,  Vol.  III. 
Pag.  306.  —  Rom.  1638.  And  though 
it  may  feem  a  Digrejjion ;  it  affords,  alto^ 
gether,  a  juft  Notion  of  a  compleat  'Topifi 
Saint ;  and  helps  on  the  Comparifon  with 
Methodijtical  Saintfnp. 

''  At  the  Time  fore -ordained  by  Gody 
'*'  he  raifed  up  a  new  Deborah,  th&  perpe- 
"  tual  Virgin  Terefa,  the  Holy  and  EleB, 
"  to  be  worf:}ipped  ajid  venerated  by  7apal 
"  Apoftolical  Authority : — Gc^^  having  pour- 
*'  ed  out  the  Abundance  of  his  Spirit  upon 
*'  his  Handmaid. —  When  but  a  Child,  by 
"  reading  the  ABs  of  the  Martyrs,  flie 
"  burned  with  Defire  to  go  into  Africa, 
*'  and  filed  her  Blood  for  Chrift.  At 
"  twenty,  fhe  efpoifed  herfelf  to  Chrijl ; 
"  and  for  twenty-two  Tears  bore  with  in- 
"  vincible  Patience  the  moft  grievous  Dif- 
"  eafes  and  Temptations,  without  any  Re- 
"  frediment  oi fupernal  Conflations.  She 
"  was  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  Truth  of 
**  the  Catholic  Church,  and  all  the  Doc- 
N  '*  trincs 
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*'  frines  of  Popery^  that  flie  often  faid,  it 
*'  was  not  pojpble  to  have  a  greater  Certi- 
"  titiiJe  of  any   Thing.      By  this   Faith, 
"  fhe  had  fuch   a   clear  Sight  of  Chrif's 
"  real  Prefence  in  the  Eucharijly  that  {lie 
*'  envied  not  thofe  who  had  feen  him  on 
*'  Earth.  —  She    was    often   in  Ecjlacies, 
*'  and    fnatched    up    to    the   Fruition   of 
**  Heaven   upon   Earth.      Cbrifl   wonder- 
*'  fully  filled  her  with  Vifions  and  Revela- 
*'  tions'-j    he  came  and  efpoufed  her,   by  a 
**  Ring ;  and  faid,  Henceforth  I  am  wholly 
**  yours,  and  you  wholly  mine.  —  Nothing 
^*  could  exceed  her  Love  of  God-,  for  flie 
died  by  the  intolerable  Fire  of  it.     Nor 
could   any  Thing  exceed  her  Love  of 
Man.- —  She  fo  ilridly  obferved  her  Vow 
of  Obedience,  that  as  a  remarkable  Ex- 
ample^  when  her  Superiors  fufpeded  her 
Vifits  from  fefus  to  be  diabolical  Delu- 
fions,  by  their  Command  {he  humbly  de^ 
rided  atid  conternncd  her  Heavenly  Spoufe^ 
when  he  made   her  a  Vifit : — not  with- 
out being   rewarded   for    this  profound 
Obedience :    and  (he    was  wont   to  fay. 
That  fie  might  be  deceived  as  to  difceru' 
■  *  ing  a  Vifion^  or  Revelation  j  but  could  not 
*'  be  deceived  in  obeying  her  Superiors. — 
**  She  was  fuch  a  Lover  of  Poverty,  that 
*'  {he  always  chofe  the  vilefi  Habit ;  and 
"  if  at  any  Time  flie  wanted  Necefjaries^ 
^'  {lie    would    tnarvclloufly    rejoice^    exult ^ 
"  md  Q^ive  Thanks. — ^She  excelled  particu- 
^  ''  larly 
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**  larly  In  the  Virtue  of  iindefiled  Chaftity  3 
"  preferving  an  Angelical  Purity,  unfpotted^ 
"  from  Childhood  to  Death.  -^ —  Such  was 
"  her  Humility,  that  when  filled  with  the 
*'  fat  Tubings  of  Divine  Graces,  fhe  would 
*'  often  cry  out  to  God  to  put  an  End  to 
"  thefe  Bleffings,  and  not  fo  foon  to  for- 
"  get  her  Sins.  She  mofi:  ardently  thirft- 
"  ed  after  Contumelies,  Derifions,  and  Suf-- 
*'  firings  J  it  being  her  Motto,  Either  to 
fuffer  or  die.  —  She  was  fo  watered  with 
''  the  Showers  oi  Celefial  Wifdom,  that  flie 
''  wrote  Books  of  Myjiic  Theology  -,  and  un- 
'^  dertook  the  Reformation  of  Wometi  and 
"  Men,  —  She  builds  Monafieries  without 
''  Money,  or  Income ;  —  works  numerous 
''  Miracles  by  her  Merits  and  Inter cefjions  ; 
"  curing  Fevers,  &c.  in  a  Moment ;  dies 
"  with  a  Crucifix  in  her  Hand  -, — her  Soul 
"  is  jeen  flying  cut  of  her  Mouth,  in  the 
"  Shape  of  a  little  white  Dove,  and  mount- 
''  ing  up  to  Heaven  ;  —  many  Nuns  and 
"  Religious  faw  her  in  a  high  Degree  of 
*'  Glo7y  above  -,  as  another  had  ictn  the 
*'  Lord  Chrifi  fitting  by  her  Bed- fide,  while 
"  alive.  —  Her  dead  Body  was  furpriiingly 
"  beautiful  and  odoriferous,  by  the  Odour 
*'  of  the  Ointments  wherewith  her  mofi  Holy 
"  Body  was  perfumed  by  our  Lord  ;  and 
*'  it  remains  odorous  and  uncorrupt  to  this 
"  Day.''  So  gloriouflv  ends  the  Struggle 
between  Carnality  and  Enthufiaftn. 

N  2,  §.  10.  But 
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§.  lo.  But  that  the  Saints  may  not  be 
left  comfortlefi  under  the  State  either  of 
Dejertion,  or  Incertitude  ',  we  are  to  con- 
fider  what  Advantages  and  Benefits  are 
drawn  from  them,  and  their  Confejfioyis 
of  being  thus  tojjed,  I  took  Notice  before 
of  their  creating  by  Defertions  an  Opinion 
of  being  extraordijiarily  infpired^  and  at- 
tended by  Heaven^  when  free  from  them ; 
and  now  fubjoin  their  own  Accounts  of 
receiving  fuch  Spiritual  Succours  and  Ad- 
vantages^ either  during  their  fevere  Trials, 
journ.  or  very  foon  after.  For,  as  Mr.  Seward 
P^S-  43-  elegantly  exprelTeth  it,  "  I  was  much 
"  humbled  and  opprefTed  by  the  Hidings 
"  of  my  Beloved :  but  lo  !  the  Goodnefs 
"  of  our  God :  if  he  feems  to  withdraw 
"  fior  a  Moment,  it  is  only  that  his  Re- 
"  turn  may  be  xht  fweeterJ'* 
3  Jo"''"-  Mr.  Whitefield  is  often  declaiming  in 
this  Strain.  "  My  Body  was  weak,  but 
"  I  found  2,  fuper natural  Strength, —  again 
"  a  litde  opprefTed  with  Drowlinefs.  — 
"  JVhcn  1  am  weak^  then  I  am  firong, — 
"  Deferted  for  a  little  while,  and  much 
*'  opprefTed,  efpecially  before  Breaching  ; 
"  but  QomHoxX.  foon  after  flows  in.  —  Had 
*^  a  Hoarfnefs,  and  was  deferted  before  I 
"  went  up  into  the  Bulpit  -,  but  God 
"  ftrengthened  me  to  fpeak»  — Taken  illy 
"  but  God  ftrengthened  me  to  preach  to  a 

"  great 
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great  Congregation.  —  I  was  n^cry  Jick  S  Jou^' 
and  weak  ;  but  fuch   Power  was  ghen  ^^^'  ' '  ^* 
me  from  above,  that — .    At  firft  getting  ^  journ. 
up  I  was  weak  and  dry%    but  God  r^-P^g-35- 
newed  my  Sfre^igth. 

"  We  have   not  had  fuch  a  continued  3  Jo^rn. 
Pre  fence  of  God y  as  lince  I  v^2iS  threatened  ^2.  " 
^0  /^f"  excommunicated,  —  I  never  am  fo 
much  ajjijiedy  as  when  Perfons  endeavour 
to  blacken  me  ;  Numbers  of  Hearers  in- 
creafe  by  Oppofition, — Ever  fi nee  I  was4jourB. 
abufed  at  Bafingjioke  I  have  had  great ^"^^^  ^'* 
Co?nmuni  cat  ions  with  God. — The  more  I 
am  co?ite??inedy  the  more  God  delights  to 
hojiour  fneS'     Again,  on  the  other  Side, 
I  obferve  thefe  inward  Trials  always  fol-  5  journ. 
low  ijiward  Communications.     For  thefe  P-  ^s*  i^'» 
two   Days   I  have   been   much   ajjifted.  ^  - '  ^  ' 
Left  I  fliould  be  puff'ed-iip,  and  to  pre- 
pare me  for  greater  Degrees  of  Light, 
God  has  fent  me  a  Thorn  in  the  Flefh. — 
God  took  off  my  Chariot-Wheels ^  I  drove 
exceeding  heavily ^  but  this  latter  Part  of 
the  Week  he  has  refiored  me  the  Light 
of  his  Countenance. — Had  a  fweet  Sacra- 
ment and  Love-Feafty  felt  unfpcakable 
Comfort  and  Warmth  j    but  at  Night  a 
Senfe  of  my  Sins  weighed  me  down  again. 
— Was  much  tempted:  a  Mercy  this  from 
Gody  to  prepare  me  for  future  Ble/Jings, 
—  Mucii  jirengthencd  and  affiled  j    an 
ample  Recompcnce  for  the  Trials  of  laft 

*«  Week. 
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"  Week. — Deferted  ;  which  I  always  look 
"  upon  as  a  certain  Preparative  for  fome 
*'  approaching  Mercy." 

As  to  thefe  ViciJ/itiides  of  Weaknefs  and 
Strength,  &c.  'tis  common  and  natural  for 
Clergymen,  when  out  of  Order,  to  be  fome- 
thing  low  at  the  Beginning  of  a  Sermon  j 
but  to  get  Strength  and  Spirits  as  they  go 
on,  and  mend  by  Exercife  and  Adlion.  I 
have  found  it  fo  myfelf,  and  fo  have  a 
Hundred  others. — The  Change  and  Emo- 
tions in  Mr.  Whitefield,  after  being  threaten^ 
£d  and  abufed,  may  only  fhew  that  his 
Spirit  was  provoked,  and  Pafftons  raifed. — 
When  the  Spirits  have  mounted  by  Tranf- 
ports  of  Joy,  we  know  they  will  naturally 
fink. — And  whenever  Providence  refnoves 
any  of  our  Troubles  and  Sorrows,  we  hope 
we  are  not  infenfible,  or  unthankful.  But 
in  all  thefe  Cafes,  we  leave  to  the  Methodifts 
the  Prefwnption  of  bragging  oi  fupernatural 
Strength,  and  a  Sort  oi miracidous  Atteftation 
Ribaden.  to  \ht\v  peculiar  MiJJion,  and  favoured  Per-- 
?^g-  -r^-fons; — after  the  Model  of  their  old  Afociates. 
"  St.  Catherine  being  tempted  by  Satan 
with  foul  Images  and  impure  Dreams ;  our 
Lord  afterwards  fhevved  himfelf  to  her. 
To  whom  (he  moft  lovingly  complained. 
Where  were  you,  O  deareft  Spoufe,  that  you 
did  Jo  abandon  f?ie  ?  She  was  a  long  Time 
afflid:ed  with  thefe  abfurd  and  impure 
Images  j  —  and  by  the  Devil's  Inji/gation  a 

wicked 
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wicked  Woman  gave  out,  that  St.  Catherine 
was  a  fond  and  light  Woman.  But  her 
Heavenly  Spoufe  foon  came,  and  brought 

her  a  viBorious  Crown, and  the  Jalfe 

Acciifer  v\^as  compelled  to  acquit  the  Saint, 
and  beg  Pardon  for  the  Slander,    having  ^"|^^''- 
feen  a  Vifion  of  her  in  Brightnefs  and  Ma-^^i^,  291, 
jejly.  —  The  Devil  ftill  found  Means  of 
troubling  her  anew ;  but  Chriji  always  comes 
in  to  deliver  and  recreate  her. — On  which 
Account,   as  the  Pope  himfelf  affures  us,  Ribaden. 
fhe  would  fay.  When  1  am  weak,  then  am  I^^'  5^^' 
Jiro77gr — *'  The  Devil  raifed  terrible  Storms 
and  Oppofitions  againft  Ignatius  ;  but  his 
InJlitKtion  took  deeper  Root  by  thefe  Con^ 
traditions  : — and  when  he  was  moft  weary 
and  fickly,  then  did  he  appear  moft  r^Z/fr^^^^- Spinel!. 
ous  and  ftrong;  and  the  Force  of  God  did^^p 
more   clearly  manifeft  itfelf" — "   Father  pag.  524. 
Laynez  a  jefuit,  being  to  preach  on  the 
Immaculate  Conception,  was  forced  to  mount 
the  Pulpit,  though  very  ill  of  a  Fever  3  but 
the  Virgin  Mary  fo  ajfified  him,  that  he  Conform, 
came  down  ftronger  than  he  went  up.'^-— 
"  St.  Francis'^  Life  was  nothing  elfe  but  a 
Chain  of  Temptations  and  Confolations,  one 
Link  black,    the  next  white'* 

§.  1 1 .  Were  not  the  TajQc  too  tedious^ 
one  might  trace  out  this  Inequality  and  TJn- 
jleadinefs,  merely  from  their  own  Writings^ 
in  Refped:  of  their  whole  ConducSl,  in  Sen- 
timent and  FraBice.  I  fliall  in  fiance  in 
fome  Particulars,  as  briefly  as  I  can. 

*'  Sometimes 


(    96     ) 

"  Sometimes  they  defire,  love,  and  pray 
for  Difgrace,  Hatred,  all  Manner  of  /// 
TJfige  ;  complain  of  civil  Treatmettt  and 
kind  Reception  from  their  Friends ;  can't 
be  ChriJiianSy  unlefs  they  are  generally,  and 
almoft  U7iiverfally  hated,  &c.  At  other 
Times  boafting  of,  and  thanking  God  for, 
their  Prefents,  Entertainments,  Benevolence, 
Bank-Bills,  and  comfortable  Receptions; 
and  uncommon  Affedlions  tov/ards  them  ; 
— that  the  Number  of  their  Enemies  is  in- 
(confiderable,  but  their  Friends  cannot  be 
numbered.  Not  without  feeling  and  bitter 
Complaints  of///  Ufage.'' 

Sometimes  "  they  forefee  Succefs  in 
Preaching  becaiife  thev  meet  with  fo  much 
Oppofition  :  The  Devil  ami  his  jdgents  are 
enraged,  and  endeavour  to  obftrud:  them  -^ 
therefore  they  hope,  and  know,  that  God 
has  Work  to  do  in  this  Place,  ^c.  Again 
at  ether  Times,  they  depend  upon  Succefs, 
hecaufe  they  have  little  or  no  Oppofition : 
and  nothing  confirms  them  more  in  their 
Opinion,  that  God  is  working  a  great  Work 
upon  Earth,  than  finding  Perfons  of  all 
'Deiiominations  ftruggling  for  them. — Go4 
has  much  People  in  this  Place." 

One  of  them  muft  take  a  Wild-Goofe- 
Chace  to  hunt  for  Chrifi  in  Germany  among 
the  Moravians,  and  is  going  to  the  Country 
of  the  Chrijiians.  Returns,  and '  is  con- 
vinced,   that  one  need   not  travel   thither 

for 
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for   Cbrifiicuiity .-^Wt   reprefents   them  in, 
general  in  the  hlackejl  Colours^ — dares  in  no 
"wife  join  with  them  j  — becaufe  \}ci€\x  Scheme 
is   in  every  'Point  refined  iinmeafiirably  be- 
yond   the    plain     Gofpel.       Darknefs,    and 
Clorenefs,    and   Guile,    in  a'mojf  all  their 
Words  and  Behaviour  j  teaching  for  Doc-^ 
trines  the  Commandments  oflMcn;  Dealers 
in    Sophip.ry ;    and    of  all  Men  living  the 
'wifejt  in  their  Generation  \  —  by   ?io  Meam 
zealous  of  good  Works  ;  utterly  defpiling 
and  trampling  upon  Self^defiial  j  zealoiilly 
cautioning  us  againft  the  natural  Lave  of 
one  another  ^  and  having  in  Truth  well- 
nigh  deflroyed  Brotherly  Love  from  among 
US; — -holding  many   deteftable  and    per- 
nicious Opinions.    &c. "       And  yet,    not 
only  doth   Mr.  li  hit e field   *'  admire  their  i^  Joum.. 
great  Simplicity  ;"  but  Mr.  JVefley  himfelf  P^S- 79-' 
declares  that  "  in  the  main,  they  are  fome 
of  the  bcft  People   in    the   World,    only 
wrong  in  a  few  Points. — -They  love  God, 
and  love  one  another,  and  excel  in  Sweet- 
nefs   of  Behaviour  :■ — trample   under   the 
Luft  of  the  Fleih,  the  Luft  of  the  Eye, 
and    the  Pride   of  Life.       His   Love   and 
Efteem  of  them  increafes  more  and  more : 
he  even  marvels  how  he  can  abfiain  from, 
joining  them,     His  own    Dijciples  among 
the  Meihodijh  go  over  to  them  in  Crowds, 
But  ftill  Methodifm  is  the  ftrongeft  Barrier 
againft  the  Moravian  Do(3:rines  and  Prin-- 
O  ciples/ 
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ciplcs."  The  Moravians  juftly  charge  hlrn 
with  this  Inconjijiency  of  Behaviour  :  and 
we  may  fafely  defy  him,  with  all  his  Subtle- 
ties and  DiJli?iBto?7Sy  to  clear  himfelf 

How  commonly  do  we  find  our  Methodifts 
full-fwelled  with  Vanity  and  Pride,  Boaft- 
ings,  Haughtinefs  and  Arrogance  ?  In  a 
little  Time  they  feel  a  CompimBion ;  the 
Bladder  is  pricked,  flirinks  and  fl^rivels  ; 
and  they  fall  into  the  moft  lowly  and  ab- 
jed:  State  of  Vilenefs  and  Nofhingnefs. 

Books  are  pubhihed,  (as  The  Charadler 
oj  a  Methodijtj  &c.)  wherein  thofe  of  this 
SeB  are  defcribed  as  having  all  the  Virtues 
and  Graces  that  can  adorn  or  exalt  the 
Chri/lian  Profeffion  j  as  the  mildeft  and 
meekeft,  the  mofl  humble,  loving,  charita- 
ble, and  innocent  Creatures  upon  Earth. 
And  on  the  contrary,  read  but  their  own 
Accounts  in  their  Journals  3  and  you  find 
them  wafpifh  and  peevifh,  cenfuring  and 
condemning  all  the  World  except  them- 
fehes  y  and  among  themfehes^  Jealoufies^, 
Envyings,  Divifions,  Quarrels,  perpetu~al 
Broils,  Confufions,  and  mutual  Condemna- 
tions ;  with  various  other  Irregularities  and 
Vices. — And  fuch  is  the  Cafe  with  the 
Religious  Orders  in  the  Ro}?iiJlj  Cojmnunion  ,* 
each  of  them  is  the  beft:^  fuUeft  of  Saints^ 
and  mofl  adapted  to  promote  Go/s  Glory  : 
all  are  hateful  and  hating  one  another  :  and 
all  firmly-  united  in  the  Spirit  oJ  Enthujiafm, 

and 


(     99     ) 

and  carrying  on  the  Fanatical  Fopperies  and 
Errors  of  Popery  ;  to  the  infupportable 
Injury  q\  Chrijlendom. 

They  fet  out  upon  the  Footing  of  un- 
common  San^lity^  and  carrying  the  Duties 
of    Religion    to    the   higheji  Fitch.      But 
neverthelefs  are   fond  of  pubhfliing   their 
Faults^  and  declaring  themfelves  the  Greateft 
of  Sinners.     Which    mufl  beget  in  their 
Believers  an  exalted  Notion  of  their  Humility. 
— Juft  like  Mary  of  Tazzi  ;  "  who,  tho'Life. 
the  Ntms  were  fully  fatisiied   of  her  Per-  §•  ^^' 
fe6lio72Sj    loved  to  tell  her  Weahiefj'es  and 
Faults,    to  fhew  her  Humility.'' — Or  St.  Bonavent 
Francis,    "  who   delighted  in   blazing  a-"^ 
broad  his  Faults,  and  calling  himfelf  the 
greatejl  Sinner  in  the  World  j  whereby  his 
Brethren  flood   ainazed  at   his   marvellous 
Humility.''' 

Sometimes  they  will  vapour  and  hedor, 
and  their  Courage  is  (o  flmrp-whetted,  that 
in    exprefs   Words,    they   proclaim    "    an  ^  ^ 
offenfive  War    againft    Satan ;    and    fear ,  joum*. 
neither  Men  nor  Devils :  are  ready  to  leapP^g-  ^'7- 
into  a  hireling  Furnace,  or  Den  of  Lions  ; 
and   go   to  .Ahyfjinia  or  CJjina;   arc  fo  far 
from  fearing  Death,  that  they  li^ijb  for  it. 
But  the  Keenncfs  of  the  Edge  is  foon  blunted. 
They  are  every  Moment  afraid  of  meeting 
the  Devil;  are  full  of  dreadful  Apprehen- 
sions of  Defigns  againfi  their  Lives,    and 
jhat  the  Clergy  intend  to  murther  them. — In 
O  2  Time 
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iTime  of  Danger^  they  have  fo  little  Faith 
as  to  be  afraid.  Let  Death  look  me  in 
the  Face,  and  my  Spirit  is  troubled.  Jn 
a  Galm  ftout  enough;  but  in  a  Storm 
returns  a  Fearjidnefs.  Oh  !  who  will  de- 
liver me  from  this  Fear  of  Death  !  " 

One  Dav,  "  *Their  Preachments  are  fq 
powerful  as  to  be  Irrefijiible^  —  ^  Hammer 
that  breaks  the  Rock  in  Pieces^  —  a  mighty 
Wefley.  Wind  caufing  a  prodigious  Shock  ;■ —  they 
V  -t"?'  '  fancy  they  can  fliake  the  Earth  out  of  its 
PliaGe. —  God  fends  them  to  preach,  and  it 
is  their  bounden  Duty."  The  next  Day 
perhaps,  *'  they  preach  with  great  Reluc- 
tanccj  have  no  Power,  Life,  or  Spirit.  — ^ 
They  propofe  fliaking  themfelves  out  of 
their  P laces ^  intend  to  leave  off\  and  fear 
that  God  has  dropt  them.  Ch.  Wefey  in-r 
tended  to  preach  no  more^  and  adiually 
left  off;  for  which  his  Enemies  jeered 
him,  as  becoming  ///"//.  But  he  re-af  limed 
his  Office ;  according  to  his  Brother's  Pro- 
fhecy^  that  he  ihould  rouie  himfelf  like 
Sampfon^  and  be  av^enged  on  his  Enemies." 
Agreeable  to  this  are  their  alternate  Fits 
of  Loquacity  and  Silence  :  Dwmb^  till  the 
Ceremony  is  over  of  opening  their  Mouths, 
^^^^i  "  ^  ^^^  refrained  by  God  from  Writing 
P.  66-69.  "  and  Preaching.  I  mentioned  my  Cafe 
"•  to  a  Clergyman.  He  fa  id,  L  was  an 
*-'  Enthufaft.—M  laft  this  Paffage  of  Scrip- 
*f'  ture  was  preflfiid  much  upon  my  Heart, 

^f  We 
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^^  We  affiiyed  to  go  to  Bythinia,  but  'the 
*'  Spirit  fuff'ered  us  not.  —  And  I  found  a 
'■'■  Qiiotation  out  of  Ezekicly  that  young 
**  Propht't^  Thou  JJjalt  be  dumb ;  but  when 
**  /  (peak  unto  thee,  then  /halt  thou  [peak. 
**  This  made  me  quite  eafj.  —  The  next 
"  Morning,  Speak  out  Paul,  came  with 
"  great  Power  to  my  Soul.  Immediate- 
'*  iy  God  fpake  to  me  by  his  Spirit,  and  I 
'**  was  ?io  longer  dumb.'* 

Thus,  vou  fee,   he  is  quite  eafy,  ftands 
clear  of  Enthufiajm  y  and  no  doubt  too  of 
Frefumption,    in  comparing    himfelf  with 
Prophets   and  Apoftles.  —  "  Again  ivith^  5  Joum. 
"  held  ixou\  Writing, — at  length  rejlored,-^      '* 
<'  to  ivrite  freely.''       'Tis   one    Comfort, 
that  his  talkative  Pits  have  been  much  the 
commoneft,    and  the  longeft.  —  Mr.    Wejley  '  Journ. 
alfo  is   fometim.es    '*  utterly   unwilling  to^*  ^'^~~^' 
fpeak,  quite  averfe  from  fpeaking  ;  "    and 
then   perplexed  with  the  Doubt,  "  Is  it  £t 
Prohibition  from  the  Good  Spirit  ?    Or  a 
Temptation  from  Nature^    and   the   Evil 
oneV 

'Tis  a  general  Thing  to  fee  tljcm  car-- 
vied  up  to  Heaven,  by  Gufts  and  Tranf- 
ports  oi  Divine  Joy-, — and  immediately 
down  agai?2  to  the  Deep,  almoft  fwallowed 
up  with  Darknefs  and  Sofrow.  And  I 
could  bring  Troops  of  eminent  Poplfh 
Saints  to  bear  them  Company,  bcfides 
thofe  before  mentioned. 

A  large 
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A  large  Share  of  thefe  Ficijitudes  of 
EjbbtJigs  and  Flowmgs  no  doubt  proceeds 
from  the  very  Natiir-e  of  Enthiifiafm,  which 
can  never  be  at  Reft  j  but  is  diverfe  in  dif- 
ferent Perfons,  and  inconftant  in  the  fame 
Perfon  j  fubjed:  to  numberlefs  Variations^ 
according  to  the  Kind  and  'Degree  of  that 
Diforder  of  Bod\\  or  Paflion  of  the  Mind., 
which  creates  the  Rnthiifiaim^  and  which 
is  fo  frequently  caufed  by  Indifcretion^  and 
increafed  by  hidulgcnce.  The  Behaviour 
changes,  in  proportion  as  the  Humours, 
the  Melancholy,  the  Fhleginatic^  the  Chole^ 
ric,  the  Sanguine,  are  more  or  lefs  predo- 
7ninant,  And  therefore  the  Cafe  may  be 
thought  rather  to  deferve  Compafjion  than 
Blame. 

§.  12.  But  the  Methodijis  mufl  excufe 
me,  if  the  fame  Allowance  is  not  made, 
where  Art  and  Cimni?jg,  and  Sophiftry 
manifeftly  appear  ;  when,  hard  prefled  by 
Argument  and  ObjeSiions,  they  run  them- 
felves  into  Inconiilfency  and  Self-co7itra- 
diSiion,  merely  toferve  aprejent  ^Turn  ;  and 
occafionally  either  defend,  or  give  up, 
fome  of  their  Favourite  Notions,  and  Prin- 
cipal Foints. 

^Tis  a  Matter  of  no  great  Moment,  if 
Mr.  Weftey  at  one  Time  declares  for  a 
diflnterejle'd  Love  of  God ;  and  in  arguing 

jagaijaii 
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againftthe  Moravians  declares,  that  "  there  4  Joum- 
is  no  one  Caution  i?i  all  the  Bible  againfl 
SelfiPj  Love. of  God." 

But  'tis  a  confiderable  Offence  to  charge 
another  iDrongjulh^  and  contradict  hiinfelfy 
about  the  DoBrine  of  Affurances.  "  1 3  Journ. 
went  to  the  Reverend  Mr,  Bedford^  to  ^^'  ^^ 
tell  him  of  the  injury  he  had  done 
both  to  God  and  his  Brother^  by  Preach- 
ing and  Printing  that  very  weak  Sermon 
on  Jlfjurance^  which  is  an  Jgnoratio 
Elenchi  (an  Ignorance  of  the  Point  in 
Qiieftion)  from  Beginning  to  End.  See- 
ing the  A[lurance  W  E  preach  is  of  quite 
another  Kind  from  that  he  writes  againfl. 
We  fpeak  of  an  Affurance  of  our  Prefent 
Pardon  -,  not  (as  he  does)  of  our  Final 
Per  fever  ance.''  Mr.  Wefley  might  have 
coniidered,  that  when  they  talk  in  ge- 
neral of  Affurance  of  Pardon  and  Salva- 
tion, the  World  will  be  apt  to  underfland  the 
Words  in  their  ufual  and  obvious  Meaning, 
as  extending  to  our  Eternal  State  ;  and 
indeed  that  Prefent  Pardon  and  Salvation 
are  of  fmall  Moment,  if  we  ^ltc  finally  to 
perifJj.  —  But  after  all,  how  ftands  the 
FaB  ?  Mr.  JVhitrfield,  in  exprefs  Words, 
prays  for  "  an  Affurance  of  Eternal  Sal--  i  Joorn. 
vation,  as  one  of  the  Privileges  of  Chrifi's  P^^  ^9- 
Followers.''  And  I  have  a  more  llnexcep- 
tionablc  Evidence,  even  Mr.  Wefley  hitn- 
felf  J    who  in  his  Sermon    on  Free  Grace 

allows 
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§•  n.  M»  allows    and   teaches,    that    *'   many,    ver^ 

^^'  moMyy  h^vQih^ii  JFitnefs  gJ'  the  Spirit^  that 

Ajjurance    of   Faith^    wliich   excludes  all 

Doubt  and  Feat  concerning   their   Future 

Perfeijerance  ;    that    a    full    Aflurance    of 

Faith  doth  not  necejjarily  imply  a  Full  J)f^ 

furance    of  our  Future  Perjeverance  \    but 

he  owns,   and  afferts,  that  AfTurance  of  the 

future  is  fometimes  johied  to  that  of  prefent 

Pardon  j  and  that  fome  have  both  the  one, 

3  Journ.    ^j-,j  ^^  other.     One,  who  long  continued 

^Z-  4-    jj^  gjj^^  received  a  full,  clear  Senfe  of  God's 

pardoning   Love,    with    Power    to  fin  n& 

more.''      And    now  what  becomes  of  his 

Charge  agaitifl    Mr^  Bedford  f    And   is  it 

not  mere  Evafion  to  fay  afterwards,  *^  This 

is  not  properly    an    Allurance   of  what  is 

Future  f'  " 

With  what  pertinacious  Confidence  have 
Impulfes^  Impreflions,  Feelings,  Tranfports 
of  fenfible  Joy,  ^c.  been  advanced  into 
Divine  Calls,  Commiffions,  Diretftions, 
and  certain  Rules  of  Condudl  ;  Proofs  of 
Sins  forgiven,  fuftification^  and  Salvation 
enfured  ?  How  have  they  been  convinced 
by  inward  Feelings  the  mofl  Infallible  of  all 
Proofs'^  And  yet  they  have  been  compelled 
by  Argument  to  bring  this  down  to  a 
Sort  oi  inward  Co?ifcioufnefSy  which  no  Body 
Wedey.  denies :  To  tell  their  Societies,  "  that  they 
3  Journ.  ^gj.g  ^Q^  jQ  judge  of  the  Spirit  whereby 
any  one  fpoke,  by  their  own  iiiward  Feelr 

ings  y 
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ingi ;— nor  by  Dreams^  Vifiom^  or  Revelu'- 
tionsy  ruppofed  to  be  made  to  their  Souls  j 
^—  being  all  of  a  doubtful^  difpiitable  Na- 
ture :  might  come  from  God^  and  mis^ht 
?2ot.''  —  1  o  complain  of  "  a  Spirit  of  E?i- 
thifiafm  breaking  out  among  themfelves> 
many  charging  their  own  Imaginations  on 
the  IVill  of  God,  and  that  fjot  written^ 
but  imprefcd  071  their  Hearts. —  If  thefe  7w- 
frefjions  be  received  as  the  Rule  of  ABion, 
inftead  oi  the  fVritten  Word,  I  know  no- 
thing fo  wicked  and  ahfurd  but  we  may  fall 
into,  and  that  without  Remedy.''  There 
are  Mr.  PFeJlay's  Words,  who  likewife  ac- 
cufeth  the  Moravians,  "  of  fubflitutino;  4  Joum: 
*'  an  uncertain,  precarious,  inward  Motion^  -^^'9' 
*'  in  the  Place  of  the  plain  written  Wvrd." 
And  thus  ImpreJJions,  Feelings,  6cc.  are 
i^ovnciirnGS  fur e  Guides  and  ifjfallible  \ProofsX 
fometimes  a^ain,  not  only  uncertain,  pre- 
carious and  Enthujiafic )  but  unavoidably 
productive  of  the  utmoft  Wickednejs  and 
Abfiirdity.  And  what  muft  their  followers 
do,  among  whom  thefe  Things  have  been 
fo  much  inculcated,  who  have  been  taught 
to  depend  upon  them  ? 

"  Mr.  Hammond,  ( another  of  their 
*'  Teachers)  after  he  had  at  large  pleaded 
*'  for  feeling  the  Holy  Spirit,  v£t^  owned 
"  at  laft,  That  fome  People  are  filled 
**  with  a  great  deal  of  Joy,  and  experience 
*'  fudden  Flafies  of^omfort,  which  they 
P  **  take 
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'*  fake  to  be  from  the  Spirit  of  God.  But 
*'  how  frequently  do  they  deceive  them- 
"  felves  ?  Thofe  warm  Emotions  of  the 
"  Mind  often  proceed  from  the  State  and 
''  Difpojltion  of  the  Body,  —  the  Tempera- 
*'  tiire  of  the  Blood  ^n^  Animal  Spirits. — - 
"  Toiing  Converts  are  very  apt  to  afcribe 
"  to  the  Operation  of  the  Holy  Gbofl  v/hat 
"  is  owing  to  the  Mechanifm  of  the  Body. 
"  — The  Hajlyy  the  Carelefs  and  Unguarded 
"  are  in  mofl  Danger  of  being  carried 
**  away  with  falfe  foys,  and  imaginary 
"  Trafifports.''  See  Chiirclj^  Farther  Re- 
marks^ Page  128,   129. 

You  fee  here  how  the  Force  of  Truth 
will  fometimes  break  out,  among  other 
Ej'uptions  of  thefe  Fanatical  Heads  -,  and 
extort  a  Confe//ion  of  the  very  Things,  of 
which  their  Adverfaries  have  accufed 
them,  {viz.)  impofing  mere  Imagination 
and  Diflemper  upon  the  World  for  the 
Sacred  Dictates  of  the  Holy  Ghojl.  They 
tell  you,  "  The  Hafty,  the  Carelefs  and 
Uno-uarded  are  mofl  in  Da?iger  of  doing  it." 
Who  then  among  them  can  be  fafe  ?  For 
who,  but  Perfons  of  fuch  a  Charafter,  or 
a  worfcy  can  ever  be  of  their  ScB  ? 

§.13.  Among  fo  much  Saying  and  Un- 
fayingy  v/ould  you  believe  likewife  that 
Infpiration,  and  the  Extraordinary  Calls 
ar.d  Guidances  of  the  Holy  Ghof,  fliouid  be 

give?t 
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given  up  ?    And  the  Corner-Jlone  of  their 
Spiritual  Pretefices   be  removed  by    their 
own  Hands  ?   This,  however,  feems  to  be 
the  Cafe.     We  have  Mr.    Wbitejield's  Cofj- 
fejjion  in  the  following  Words.     "  As  to  7  Jo^^rf- 
"  an  Rxtraordinary  CalU    I   claim   laone, 
"  otherwife  than  the  Apojlle's  Injund:ion, 
"  As  ive  have  Opportunity,  let  us  do  Good 
"  unto  all  Men.''     What  he  hath  daiyned 
was  fully  fliewn  before  :    what  he  gives 
^<7<:/^  appears  now.     *'   I   know   too  much  Letter  to 
"  of  the  Devices  of  Satan,  and  the  def-  ^0^^^^°^ 
"  perate  Wickednefs  and  Deceitfulnefs  of  p.  ,^.  ' 
"  my  oiion  Heart,  not  to  be  fenfible,  that 
"  I  am  a  iMan  of  like  Paffions  with  others  5 
*'  and   confequently  may    have  fometimes 
"  miflakcn    Nature  for    Grace,   Imagina- 
"  tion    for  Revelation,,   and   the    Fire   of 
"  my  own  Temper  for  the  pure  and  facred 
'*  Flame  of  holy  Zeal,  which  cometh  from 
"  God's  Altar."      Sufficient  Acknowledg- 
ment this,  that  he  has  fometimes  been  mif- 
taken  as  to  his  high  Fretenfions-,  that  he 
can't   be  Jure,  when  he   is   miftaken,   and 
when  not  -,  nor  confequently  be  fure  that 
he  is  not  always  miftaken.     And   what  an 
ignorant  and  blind  Guide  has  he  been  tQ      4i^  /} 
his  Followers  ?  But  farther,  t^t"!  '* 

In   his  laft  Performance  he  has  clearly  Remarl<s, 
and  exprefsly  given  up  the  Point.  "  — JVild-  ^^S-  3S- 
"  Fire  has   been   mixed  with   my   Zeal  j 
*^  and  I  find  I  hs^so.  frequently  wrote  and 
P  2     .  ''  fpqke 
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"  fpoke   too  much    in   my    own    Spirity 

^'  when    I  thought    I    was    writing    and 

"  fpeaking  entirely    by    the  Affiftance  of 

"  the  Spirit  of  God. —  I  have  Hkewife  too 

'^  much    made    Imprejjiom^    without    the 

*'  written  Word,  my  Rule  of  Ading. — " 

Here  you  fee  Mr.  WhitefielcH  dired  Con- 

feflion  of  his  being  a  Deceiver  j  of  having 

drawn  away  People  by  Variety  of  Utitruths^ 

and  in  Cafes  of  the  lajl  Concern.     And  will 

they  flill  adhere  to  him  ?  Or  is  he  to  be 

believed  in  any  Thing  ?  But  more  of  this 

in  the  Preface. 

Anfwcr  to      ]vir.  Wejlefs  Concejfions  on  this  Head  are 

p  38, 39/^^^  indeed  fo  clear  and  exprefsy  but  rather 

ambiguous  and  evafive,  without  confefling 

or  denying.      Being  charged  with  E?ithu- 

Jiafm,  he  fays,  "  You  are  to  prove  (what 

'*  I  conceive  you  have  not  done  yet)  that 

*'  my  Condud:  is  fuch,  as   is  only  to  be 

"  juftified  by  the  Suppofition    of  an  Ex- 

'*  tr aor dinar y  T)ivine  Ajjiftance.-^ — I  claim 

"no  other  DireSiion  of  God's,  but  what 

**  is  common  to  all  Believers. — No  other- 

*'  wife  infpired  than  you  are,  if  you  love 

^^  God. — I  never  faid,  that  what  I  do  is  to 

*'  be  accounted  the  JVork  of  God.''     Being 

charged  with  alledging  a  miraculous  Inter- 

pofition  of  Providence  in   his  Favour,   he 

Fag.  42.    replies,  "  Let  it  pafs  then  as  a  Trife  not 

*'  worth  relating." 

I  am 
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I  am  far  from  thinking  that  in  thefc 
dubious  Expreffions  he  defigns  to  give  up 
any  of  his  high  Claims.  And  'tis  eafy  to 
fee  what  Shiftings  and  Refcrves  may  be 
ready  at  Hand  either  Way,  as  Oocafioii 
fhall  require  :  what  different  Conftrudtions 
may  be  put  upon  the  Words,  among  his 
own  Society,  and  when  engaged  in  Cofi- 
trovefiy.  But  referving  miraculous  Gifts 
for  their  more  proper  Place,  I  fliall  leave 
him  to  {hake  Hands  with  his  Friend  St. 
Ignatius  ;  who,  after  fome  Ramblings  up 
and  down  under  the  Colour  of  Infpiration, 
was  clofely  quejiioned  by  Authority  at  Sala- 
manca.,  "  Whether  he  was  really  infpired  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  or  not  ?"  Some  Writers  fay, 
that  he  did  then  own  himfelf  not  Injpired. 
The  Jefuits  will  not  allow  fo  much ;  but 
that  he  would  give  no  other  Anfwer  than 
this,  "  We  have  talked  enough  of  it." 
[  See  Dr.  Geddes,  of  the  Orders,  &c. 
P.  1 02 — 3.] 

This  Defidtory  Condu6t  puts  one  in 
Mind  of  the  Man  in  Martial,  who  would 
often  furreptitiouHy  intrude  himfelf  into  the 
Seats  in  the  Theatre  belonging  to  the  Order 
of  Knighthood  to  which  he  had  no  Right ; 
and  was  as  often  ferreted  out  by  the  Beadle, 
and  taught  to  Jla?id  among  the  Populace. 
At  length  \i^  cunningly  gets  a  Sort  of  Half- 
Seat  at  the  End  of  a  Bench  j    where  he 

boafts 


Lib.  V. 
Ep.  14- 


(  no  ) 

boafts  to  the  Knigbfs  that  lie  fat  j  and  pre^ 
tends  to  the  Beadle  that  hejiood, 

Stibjellioqite  femifidfus   extremo^ 

Et  male  receptus  altera  genu^  jaSfat 

Equiti  federe,  LeBioqiie  fe  Jlare. 


§.  14.  To  the  Moravian  and  Methodijli- 
cal  Injiitution  belong  alfo,  either  as  con- 
ftitiient  Parts^  or  genuine  Cojjfeqtiefices, — 
Scepticifm^  and  Infidelity ;  Doubts  and 
Denials  of  the  Truth  of  Re^celationy  and 
fometimes  Atheifm  itfelf.  This,  together 
with  their  Declarations  of  having  no  Serife 
of  God,  or  Religion,  will  appear  from  their 
own  Narratives. 

*'  Put  upon  confidering  my  own  State ; — 

-3,  Tourn.    "  I  cannot  find  in  myfelf  the  Love  of  God, 

pag.  II.    <f  or  of  Chrifi.     Hence  my  Deadnefs  and 

"  Wandering   in   Public  Prayer.     Hence 

^*  even  in  the  Holy  Communion  I  have  rarely 

'^  anv  more  than  a  cold  Attention.     Hence 

"  when  I  hear  of  the  highcfl  Infiances  of 

"  God's  hove,  my  Heart   is  ftill  fenfelels 

*'  and  unaffedied.     Yea,  at  this  Moment, 

*'  I  feel  no  more  Love  to  him  than  to  one  J 

"  had  never  heard  of*'     Obferve,     Reader, 

by     the    Way,     this    is    the    Man    who 

Farther     charges  our  Religion  as  no  better  than  "  the 

Appeal,    "  Turkijio  Pilgrimages  to  Mecca,    or  the 

pag.  82.    tt   -popifi  Worjhip  of  our  Lady  at  Loretto. 

"  What  elfe,  adds  he,  can  be  faid  even 

"  of 
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*^  of  Prayer  (Public  or  Private)  in  the 
"  Marnier  wherein  you  generally  perform 
"  it?  Asa  Thing  ofCourfe,  I'linning  round 
"  and  rounds  in  the  fame  dull  Tracks  with- 
**  out  either  the  Knowledge^  or  the  Love  of 
"  God\  without  one  Heavenly  Temper T — 
But  what  Sort  of  Heavenly  Temper  is  his? 
How  can  he  pofjibly,  confiftently  with 
Charity  J  call  this  our  general  Performance  ? 
How  pofjibly^  without  being  Omnifcienty 
affirm  that  we  pray  without  one  Heavenly 
Temper'^  Or  know  any  Thing  at  all  of  our 
Private  Devotions  ^  How  monjlrous  is  all 
this  from  the  Man,  who  owns  that  he 
himfelf  even  in  the  Holy  Commimion  has 
rarely  no  more  than  a  cold  Attention,  —  in 
the  Highe/i  In/iances  no  Senfe  of  God's 
Lovef  Let  his  own  Exclamation  be  the 
Anfwer^  "  Oh  !  what  Mockery  of  God  is 
"  this  !" 

To   proceed.      Upon    the   People's    ill 
Ufage  (or  fuppofed  ill  Uflige)  of  Mr.  l^Fefley 
at  Georgia,  and  their  fpeaking  all  Manner 
of  Evil  falfely  (as  he  fays)    againfl  him  ; 
and  trampling  under  Foot  the  Word,  after 
having  been  very  attentive  to  it; — what 
an  Emotion  in  him  is  hereby  raifed  ?    "  I  ,  joum. 
"  do  hereby  bear  witnefs  againfl  myfelf — p^g-  M- 
"  that  I  could  fcarce  refrain  from  giving 
"  the  Lie  to  Experience,  and  Reafon,  and 
"  Scripture  all  together. — When  Holy  Men  3  joum. 
**  have  told  me,  /  had  no  Faith,  \  haveP^g-*- 

"  often 
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"  often  doubted,  whether  I  had  or  no. — In 
"  a  Storm  I  think,  what  if  the  Gofpel  'be 
"  ftot  true  ?  a  Dream ^  a  cunningly  di'infcd 
"  Fable  !*  &c." 

And  to  ihew  that  this^  or  worfe^    is  no 

uncommon  Cafe  among  this  Species  of  Re- 

ligionifs  j  one  of  the  Teachers  among  the 

2  Joutn.    Moravians  fays  of  himfelf,  "  Sin  no  longer 

pag.  6o".  cc  reigned  over  me.     But  foon  after  I  fell 

"  into  grievous   Temptations. Then  it 

"  came  into  my  Mind,  I  take  all  this  Pains 
*'  to  ferve  God,  What  if  there  be  no  God? 
"  How  do  I  know  there  is  ?  And  on  this 
"  I  mufed  more  and  more,  'till  I  faid  in 
**  my  Heart,  There  is  no  God.  Every 
"  Day  for  a  full  Year,  from  Morning  to 
**  Night,  I  groaned  under  this  Unbelief.—^ 
"  I  then  faid  to  myfelf,  I  will,  and  do 
*'  faPP^fi  //^tr^  is  a  God,  Immediately  I 
"  felt  a  flrange  Swectncfs  in  my  Soul  -, 
"  which  lafted  ^ov  fix  Weeks.  I  then  fell 
"  into  Doubts  of  another  Kind.  I  believed 
*'  in  God,  but  not  in  Chrijt.  For  above 
"  four  Tears  I  found  no  Reft,  by  Reafon 
"  of  this  Unbelief.  'Till  one  Day — ." 
Ibid.  Soon  after  another  Moravian  owns,  "  See- 
pag.  65.  fc  ij^g  ^j^g  gj-e^^  Diver fity  of  Sedfs,  I  began 
"  to  doubt  whether  a?iy  Religion  was  true  ? 
"  For  Half  a  Year  thefe  Doubts  perplexed 
*'  me  greatly ;  and  I  was  juft  upon  the 
*'  Point  of  cafting  off  all  Religion  ^ 

"  Mr. 
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**  Mr.  Seward  too  had  fuch  wicked  Jou^n- 
SuggLjlio?iSy  that  he  could  not  pray  for  his?_^"' "^^^ 
Friends: — tempted  to  worJJjtp  Stocks  and 
Stones ;  any  Thifig  but  God : —  fometimes  to 
think  he  had  fome  Faith^  at  other  Times 
none''  And  this  was  long  after  his  Con- 
quer fion. 

Doubts  fomething  Hke  thefe  fo  horribly 
got  PolTeffion  of  St.  Ignatius  (  whofe  Ex- 
ample  is  fo  often  followed  by  our  Methodijls) 
that  "  they  fucked  up  all  the  Juice  of  his  ^r'^ndin. 
Piety  i —  K\s  Grayer  was  dry  and  barren  jn'o/J. 
his  Contemplations  had   no  Savourinefs  j   to 
fpeak^  or  hear^  a?iy  Thing  of  God,  was  a  loath-  Bartol. 
fome  and  odious  Thing." — We  read  in  the^^S-  22^ 
Life  of  M.  of  Tazzi,  "  that  (he  ufed  toN*.  35, 
approach    the    Holy    Table    with   Difgufis 
and    DifTatisfadions  J  "  in    the  Life  of  St. 
Veronica^  "  that  a  Holy  Nun  died  in  hor- 
rible  Convulfwns    and  Difiortions^    becaufe 
at  that  Time  the  Devil  was  urging  her  to 
de72y   Jefus   Chrijh     She  appeared  after  her 
Death   to  fome   of  the  Holy   Sifiers,  afTu- 
ring   them  of  this   Fad:,  adding,  that   fhe 
was  now  happy y 

Nor  need  we  at  all  wonder  at  fuch 
wicked  and  unbelieving  Thoughts  arifing 
in  the  Minds  of  {wz\\  fiuBuating  and  in-- 
confifent  Perfons.  'Tis  but  a  genuine  and 
ufual  Effed:  of  Enthufiajm.  Cool  Reafon 
and  plain  Scripture  are  laid  afide  :  Variety 
of  wild  Fancies  and  Opinions  croud  in, 
Q^  and 
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and  diftracl  the  Head  j  Impreffiom  and 
Feelingi  require  to  be  liftened  to,  and  made 
a  'Rule.  Men,  who  in  Imagination  -is^  fent 
of  God ^  and  about  his  grand  Work ^  are  in 
Times  of  Danger  and  Diftrefs  particularly 
alarmed  :  Things  not  going  to  their  Mind, 
and  Heaven  feeming  to  fail  them,  pre- 
fently  ilart  up  Doubts  and  Diftrufts  of  the 
Beingy  or  Providence  of  God,  who  main- 
tains  not  his  own  Caufe.  So  that  the  moft 
impious  Siiggejiions  will  in  their  Turn  get 
uppermoft,  and  remain  uppermoft  too,  and 
even  make  the  Jlronger  and  more  lajiing 
Ledgnient^  as  'tis  the  very  Nature  of  Kn-- 
thufiafm  to  be  head-jirong  and  pofitive.  Our 
Methodijls  may  reckon  thefe  Aflaults  of 
Infidelity  for  a  Part  of  the  Throws  of  Rege- 
7wrationy  and  all  to  be  done  away  by  fettled 
Belief  and  Afjurances  of  Salvation.  But 
they  will  certainly  be  apt  to  return^  ac- 
cording to  the  Variation  and  Succeffion  of 
their  Fancies^  Humours^  Difeajes  and  Raf- 
fions.  The  Methodijls  fometimes  tell  us, 
that  Satan  is  very  bufy  in  driving  them. 
to  Rxtr ernes.  Bartolus  fays,  "  That  the 
Devil  fent  his  Life-Guards ,  the  Affec- 
tiom  of  the  black  Bile  (i.  e.  ftielancholy 
Enthujiafm)  to  impel  St.  Ignatius  upon 
Meafures  contrary  to  the  Love  of  God, 
tec."  M^LTiy  learned  ff'riters  hsLve  ibewn, 
that  as  Enthufaflic  and  Superfiitious  Per- 
fons  are,  in  many  Cafes,  prone  to  Atheipni 

£0 
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lb  Athcifm  often  partakes  of  Enthufiafm 
and  Superftitiofi ;  —  and  that,  like  Ice  and 
Water,  they  beo;et  one  another.  Dr.  H. 
Morels  firfl  SeSfion  again  ft  Enthufiafm 
fliews  "  the  great  Affinity  and  Correfpond- 
ency  betwixt  Enthu/iafm  and  Athcifm ; 
which  though  they  feem  extremely  oppo- 
fite,  yet  in  many  Things  very  nearly  agree ; 
and  are  commonly  entertained  fuccejjively 
in  the  fame  Brcafi.  For  that  Temper 
which  difpofes  a  Man  to  liften  to  the 
magifterial  Did:ates  of  an  overbearing  Fan- 
cy,— very  eafily  gives  Harbour  to  this  7nif- 
chievoiis  Guejt ;  —  and  will  as  confidently 
reprefent  to  their  Fancy ^  that  there  is  No 
God,  as  ever  it  was  reprefented  that  there 
is  one'' — "  Si  non  (iatim  relevant  ur,  faith  p';''"'^"  °^ 

Tijtr  17'  n     -r^  -r     1         Melanch.. 

Merjennm,  dubitant  an  fit  Dens :  if  they 

be  not  relieved   forthwith,    they  queftioa 

whether   there   be  any  God  \  becaufe  they 

have  not,  as  they  think,  their  Deferts'^ 

§.  15.  All  that  oppofe  them,  however, 
are  like  to  have  their  Deferts ;  if  we  may 
depend  upon  the  Denunciations  of  that 
Uncharitable  Spirit ;  the  next  Thing  I 
fhall  conlider  as  conneBed  with  Methodifm ; 
and  as  no  fmall  OhjeBion  and  Objiaclc  to 
their  Progrefs  in  other  People's  Opinion, 
whatever  it  may  be  in  their  oivn. 

Read   Mr.    mjley^  CharaBcr  of  a  Me- 
thodiji.    "  And  the  Love  of  God  h-^s  pu-§.  10,  i<j 
Q^  z  rified 
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rified  his  Heart  from  every  unkind  Tem- 
per and  malign  Affedtion ;    from    all   re- 
vengeful Paffions,  Envy,  Malice  and  Wrath. 
—-He  cannot  utter  an  unkind  Word  of  any 
one.'*     But  read  his  Controverjial  Writings 
with  his  Oppofers,  and  all  thefe  fine  Pro- 
feflions  are  vanifhed,  and  contradided  ;  and 
that  in  fome  of  his  lateft  'Performances, 
4-  Jour"-        One  of  the  Wefleys,  when  his  Dodrine 
^'  ''^*      was  contradided,  fays,  "  While  I  in  the 
*'  mean    time    was    as  a    deaf  Man   that 
"  heard  not^    neither  anfwered  a  Word." 
AppeaT,     The  other  fays,  '^  We  have  behaved  with 
pig.  1 1 6,  *'  all  Meeknefs  and  Tendernefs  towards  all 
\\7.        "  Men, — efpecially  with  our  Brethren  the 
"  Clergy.  —  When  a  Clergyma?i  had  vehe- 
"  mently  accufed  me  (of  doing  the  cour- 
*■  trary)  I  kept  my  Month  as  it  were  with 
"  a  Bridle^  and  committed  my  Caufe  to 

CapT^'  "  ^  ^^S^^^^'  Hand."  A  perfed;  Copy  of 
St.  Francis^  "  who  being  infulted  and  a- 
hu(cd J  pa/Jed  through  them  all  as  a  dedf 
Man:^ 

As  a  Proof  however  that  Mr.  Wefley 
can  fpeak^  and  in  bitter  Words  too,  in  the 
I  jotrn.  Fuhiefs  of  his  Heart,  he  brings  himfelf  to 
pag.  64.  Confejfion.  "  By  tlie  mod'  infallible  of 
"  Proofs,  Inward  Fieling-,  I  am  convinced 
"  of  Unbelief  — -  of  Pride^  —  of  grofs  Irre- 
"  colleBion, — of  Levity  and  Luxuriancy  of 
"  Spirit,  —  by  fpeaking  Words  not  tend- 
"  ing  to  edify;  but  mojly  by  my  Marnier  of 

**  fpeaking 
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"  fpe^king  of  my  Enemies.''  Such  Con^ 
fejiions  might  be  conlidered  as  the  Effed: 
of  tender  ConfcienceSy  frequently  apt  to, 
overcharge  tliemfelves  ;  if  their  Writmgi 
did  not  fufficiently  prove  the  Charge. 
For,  not  to  repeat  their  Calumnies  againft 
their  Brethren  j  —  nor  to  jorejiall  their 
Rancours  among  themfelves  ;  —  nor  to  re- 
gard Mr.  WhiteJield'iK.2iX\t,  that  "  all  Mo- 
rality fet  up  in  Oppoiition  to  his,  JJmll 
Jifik,  with  its  "Vrofejjors^  into  Hell,  &c." — 
Let  any  one  but  look  into  the  latter  Part 
of  Mr.  JVeJley%  farther  Appcaly  and  he 
will  find  enough  of  uncharitable  and  dam- 
natory Claufes -j  difpatching  all  Mankind  to 
Hell  (as  far  as  lies  in  human  Power)  who 
are  not  Methodijls.  —  Not  thofe  in  general^ 
as  they  would  pretend,  who  are  void  of  a 
due  Love  to  God  and  Man^  who  believe 
not  in  Chrijl,  and  keep  not  his  Com-- 
mandments,  and  promote  not  Repentance 
and  Reformation  :  But  all  who  fubmit  not 
to  their  fpecial  Difpenfation  of  Methodifni. 
"  They  are  infpired,  taught  of  God,  fent 
by  God,  upon  God's  Errand,  to  make  a 
Tender  of  his  la/i  Offers,  his  laji  Call  to  a 
guilty  Land.  The  Apparatus  of  Provi- 
dence in  employing  the  two  Wefleys  is  fur- 
prizing  ;  they  can't  devife  what  Manner 
of  Men  would  be  more  unexceptionable  on  all 
Accounts. — All  their  Oppcfcrs  are  labour- 
ing  heartily  in  the  Caufe  of  Hell.     Thofe 

who 
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who  would  hinder  People  from  joining 
them,  or  would  bring  them  back^  are 
moji  inexcufable  ;  they  are  Blafphe?}iers, 
openly  fi;.dit  againft  God^  fight  under  the 
Devil's  Banne7\  are  taking  Fart  with  the 
Devil  againfi  God. —  Some  Honourable  Op- 
pofers,  whom  they  de[ire  to  be  excufed 
from  naming^  are  ijDorle  than  the  Scum  of 
Cornwall^  the  Rabble  of  Bilfon  and  Dar^ 
lefton,  the  wild  Beafts  of  Waifal^  and  the 
Turnkeys  of  Newgate. 

Thofe  who  have  ivent  out  from  them, 
and  left  them,  are  faid  to  return  to  their 
Vomit  again.,  are  called  Apofiates,  two- 
fold more  the  Children  of  Hell  than  be- 
fore. —  Thcfe  who  can  even  doubt  of 
Methodifm  being  God's  Work^  or  of  their 
Divine  Mifjion^  are  inexcufably  infatuated.'^ 
This  furely,  befides  high  Frefwnption^ 
and  Self-fufficiency,  is  Uncharitablenefs  with 
a  Vengeance.  But  fuch  always  is  the  Ef- 
Wefley  feft  of  InjalUbiUty  :  The  'Fopifj  fuch,  the 
4^Journ^  A/(?r^i;/<2;z  fuch,  and  the  Methodiflical  {w&l. 
io8.  "  And  yet,  notwithftanding  their  dealing  out 
Hell-fire  with  fuch  a  liberal  Hand,  I  am 
not  in  the  leaft  difcouraged  from  giving 
them  what  Oppofition  I  can.  Thofe  that 
herd  not  with  them  may  be  as  good  as  they 
will  without  it ;  and  fuch  as  have  left 
them,  have  not  done  it,  I  know,  with- 
out /z^/?  Reafon.  Mr.  Wefley  feems  aware 
«f  this,  when  he  fays,  That  ''  they  who 

were 
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were  with  us,  but  went  out  from  us,  will 
aflcrt  Things  that  may  caufe  your  Ears  to 
tingle :'  That  fuch  Things  are  among 
them,  I  make  no  doubt :  and  if  this  doth 
not  appear  already^  it  7nay  before  I  have 
done. 

§.  1 6.  Of  the  fame  JJncharitable  and 
Prefumptuous  Nature  is  their  Application 
of  Divine  Judgfnents,  and  accounting  di- 
verfe  Mi  fortunes  and  Affii^ons^  which  be- 
fall private  Perfons,  or  the  Nation^  as  fo 
many  extraordinary  Punipjments^  2ind  penal 
Prodigies,  for  their  Oppofition  to  them- 
/elves,  or  their  Caiife.  They  are  the  Fa^ 
vouriteSy  for  whom  all  is  done. 

Whether  Mr.  Whitefield  has  often  taken 
upon  him  this  Diredion  of  God's  Judg- 
ments, 1  don't  recoiled  :  But  Mr.  Wejley 
will  fully  make  amends.     The  former  in- 
deed,  hearing  of  one  Great  Oppofers   be-Whitef. 
ing  given  over,  and  the  Death  of  another, \,\l^\^ 
immediately  cries  out,  "  That  they  are  go- 
ing to  give  an  Account  of  their  hard  Speeches 
and  Writings  agalnftthe  Methodifts."     But 
the  latter  more  peremptorily  and  plainly : 
"  Mr.   Molt  her  [once  his  Spiritual  Guide  ^^^^y 
and   Co7ifcJjor,    but   afterwards   quarrelUng\^^T^^J^' 
with  liimj   "   was  take7i  ill  this  Day.     1 
"  believe   it  was  the    Hand  of  God  upon 
"  hinu — I  was  informed  of  an  awful  Pro- 
*'  vidence.     A  Wretch  curiing   and   blaf- 

"  pheming,. 
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"  pheming,  and  labouring  with  all  his 
"  Might  to  hinder  the  Word  of  God  %  and 
"  threatening  to  do  it  again.  But  God 
"  laid  his  Hand  upon  him,  and  on  Sunday 
"  he  was  buried''  Some  of  his  yudg- 
mefits  attended  with  Miracles  I  referve 
for  their  proper  Place  :  and  fhall  only  men- 
tion a  remarkable  Inflance  of  God's  fend- 
ing judgments  on  the  Land^  in  proportion 
to  the  Oppofition  made  to  the  Methodifls. 
This  was  at  the  Time  of  the  late  TVars, 
and  Rebellion.  "  I  cannot  but  believe, 
"  it  is  chiefly  on  this  Account  ( oppofing 
"  the  Methodifis  )  that  God  hath  now  a 
*'  Controverjy  with  our  Land.  —  You  can- 
"  not  poJJibly'ht\^  obferving,  that  when- 
"  ever  there  has  been  any  Thing  like  a 
"  Public  Attempt  to  fupprefs  this  new 
"  SeB^  another^  and  another  Public  Trou- 
"  ble  arofe.  This  has  been  repeated  fo 
**  oft  en  y  that  'tis  fur  prizing  any  Man  of 
"  Senfe  can  avoid  taking  Notice  of  it.  — 
"  What  remains  but  the  Fulfilliag  of  that 
"  dreadful  Word— V 

Bold  and  confident  as  he  is,  I  can't 
imagine  how  it  was  pofjible  any  one  fliould 
obferve  what  ne^oer  ims,  i.  e.  any  Public 
Attempt  to  fupprefs  the  Methodifts.  And 
'tis  fur  prizing  any  Man  of  Senfe  can  a- 
void  taking  Notice  of  fuch  rank  Enthtifafm, 
and  groundlcfs  Application  of  fudgments. 
Suppofe  one  fhould  ask  him,  What  Pub- 
lic 
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lie  Attempt  there  was,  or  any  'Thing  like 
ify  to  rnife  iLp  ov  favour  the  Methodi/is,  be- 
fore the  Nation  was  bleffcd,  and  relisved  by 
the  Battle  of  Culloden  ^  What  tolerable 
Anfwer  could  he  make  ?  This  is  the  Way 
of  them.  All  Heaven  muft  be  interefted 
and  paffionately  concerned  to  fupport  their 
wild  Freaks^  to  gratify  their  four  Hu??20urs, 
and  bring  forth  its  Artillery  at  their  Beck. 
The  F/v,  fittins;  unon  the  Chariot^wheeL 
cries  out,  IPljat  a  Dufl  do  I  raife  ?  And 
if  a  Fly-flapper  be  held  up  to  blow  it  off, 
it  muilfake  Nations. 

But  to  return  to  the  Comparifon.     This 
Uncharitable  and  Frefiunptuous  Sin   of  de- 
nouncing Damnation^  and  applying  fudg- 
7ncntSy    has   been  the  general  Method  and 
Mark  of  Enthufiajisy    efpecially  the   cruel 
ones  of  the   Papacy.      Their    Damning  all 
out  of  the  Pale  of  their  own  Commujiion  is 
a  known  Truth.     And  Bellarmin'%  Four- De  Not. 
tecnth  Mark  of  the  True  Church  is,   *'  The  ^*^*^'^^; 
unhappy   Deaths    or   End    of   thofe    who         ' 
oppofe  it."    Where  he  does  not  forget  that 
impudent   Lie   concerning   Cahi?t,  that  he 
died    calling  upon    the    Devil,  curfing  and 
hlafpheming.      It    were    eafy   to    produce 
Legions   of  T^opijh    Saints    packing    away 
their   Enemies   to  Hell,  and  feeing  Vifions 
of  tlicm  there  in   Torment  \    and   none  of 
their  Oppojers  ever  prospered.     In  the  Book 
oi  Conformities  we  have  "  a  Lift  of  thofe,  Fol.  ijt. 
R  upon 


(     122   ) 

tipon  whom  the  'Judgments  of  God^  and 
Maleditlion  of  Chriji,  fell  for  oppugnating 
St.  Francis^  and  his  Order ^  and  turning 
Apojiates  from  it.  Oi  four  PreacherSy  who 
declaimed  intemperately  againil  the  So- 
ciety, one  fell  down  dead  in  going  up 
into  the  Pulpit^  another  was  killed  by  a 
Fall  from  his  Mule,  a  third  died  a  mifera- 
ble  Death,  and  the  fourth  begged  Pardon 
on  his  Knees.  —  Two  Trebendaries,  -ind  fome 
BifhopSy  underwent  God's  fudgments  for 
perfecuting  them,  whofe  'Names  (fays  the 
Author)  I  cojicealy   becaufe:  they  are  lately 

Fol.  273.  dead."  "  St.  Francis  likewife  foretold  the 
Vengeance  that  was  coming  upon  fome 
SoldierSy  who  difturbed'his  Preachingy  — 
and  upon  the  Prebendary  Gedeon  for  re- 

Pag.  ^iz^, turning  to  his  Vomit'' — In  xht  Francifcan 

430,  ^i^-  Martyr ology  we  have  -a  full  Detail  of 
Deaths  temporal  and  eternal,  with  other 
yudg}?iejJtSy  inflidcd  on  the  Holy  Itinerant 
Order' oj-  the  Mendicants  j  particularly  of  a 
BiJJjop  in  England,  who  publified  feveral 
Things  againil  them,  fummoned  a  Con- 
"oenticle  of  his  Brethren  to  confult  how  to 
eradicate  them,  and  foon  after  wis  fnatched 
away  by  Death,"  And  as  to  National 
"JudgmentSy  *tis  every  where  the  fame : 
with  Refped:  to  the  Church  of  England  in 

Ann.  74c. particular,  the  great  Baronius  remark*:, 
"  That   fhe   was   over-run   with   Herefes 

and 
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and  Scbifrm^  as  foon  as  ftie  ceafed  to  pay 
the  Pope  his  Tribute  oi  Peter-pence." 

Defiring  the  Reader  to  keep  thefe  Ap- 
plicatiom  of  yudgmeJits  in  Mind,  'till  we 
come  to  conlider  miraculous  "Judgments ^ 

§.17.  I  pafs  to  the  Methodijls  auda- 
cious Cuftom  of  fummoning  their  Oppo- 
nents to  the  Bar  of  ^Judgment  j  and  place 
it  to  the  fame  Account  of  an  Uticharitable 
Prejumption.  *'  Where  ( fhocking  as  it 
muft  appear  to  all  dijcerning  Readers)  Mr. 
Whttejield  feems  fure,  that  every  Thing 
will  be  determined  in  his  own  Fa'vour, 
and  that  Judgment  fhall  pafs  againji  all 
thofe  he  is  pleafed  to  condemn."  [Sec 
the  Trial  of  Mr.  Whitefield'j  Spirit, 
Pas.  19 — ] 

But,  enter  the  Man  himfelf.    "  If  thou  2  Dealing. 
**  thinkeft,    that    either    I    have  not  told  ^^^' ^7- 
"  Truths  or  wrote  cut  of  a  vain-glorious 
"  View,  Jefus   {hall  decide  the  Queflion. 
'*  At   his   Tribunal    fliall    we    meet,    and 
"  there  thou    {halt   know   what  is  in  my 
*'  Heart. — Thenjhall  my  hinocence  be  made  3  Journ. 
''  clear  as  the   Light."     But   as  to  thofe  P^^*  ^'• 
who  oppofe  him,  "  I  here  cite  them  to  an-  Pa^-  74- 
*'  fwer  it  to  our  common  AUJier. —  I  /hall  4  joum. 
"  rife  up  againft  you  at  the   Great  Day,  V-  ^7,  ^9 
"  and  be  a  fwift  Witnefs  againft   you. — 
"  At  his    dreadful  Tril)u?ial    I   will   meet 
"  you)  and  then  you  ftjall  fee.— There,  there 
R  2  "  will 
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Indwell.    «^  will  I    meet  you.      There  Jefus  ChriJ} 

V-  ".  12-  cc  ^^w  determine,  who  are  the  Falfe  Pro- 

*^  pbets,  the   Wolves  in  Sheep's  Cloatbing." 

Mr.   Wejley   Hkewife   muft    ad    his   Part. 

4  Journ.   "  J  cite  Alderman  Bcacher  to  anfwer  — at 

3^joui    "  th^  Judgment-Seat   of  Chriji.  —  I   cite 

pag.  75-    "  you  all   before   the  Judge    of   all    the 

''-  Earth/* 

Here  you  have  the  true  Spirit  oj  an 
'Entkiifiajl^  flufhed  with  a  modeft  AiTurance 
of  his  own  Salvation^  .and  the  charitable 
Profped:  of  the  Tiamnation  of  others. 

We  have   an  Inftance  of  this  Kind  of 


Martyr,  Summons  in  one  Walter  Bruges^  a  Fra7icif-r 
Francifc  ^^^  _  ^j^^  being  tiihtr  depojedy  ox  Jufpe?idedy 
by  Pope  Clement  V.  wrote  a  formal  Cita- 
tion of  his  Holinejs  to  appear  at  the  'Tribu- 
nal of  Chrift  precifely  on  fuch  a  Day ;  and 
on  his  Death-Bed  ordered  himfelf  to  be 
buried  with  this  Citation  in  his  Hand, 
And  behold  a  Miracle  I  The  Citation  could 
by  no  Force  be  pulled  out  of  his  Hand. — 
The  Pope  died  on  the  Day  prefixed. 

§.  1 8.  And  niay  I  not  be  allowed  to 
mention,  as  fome  OhjeBion  to  Mt'thodi/hiy 
and  Stianhling-Block  in  its  Way,  their  Vio- 
lation and  Contempt  of  Order  and  Autho- 
rity J  their  Ujurpation  of  the  Poivers, 
wherewith  their  Superiors  are  legally  in- 
vefted,  and  fetting  up  an  Independency  ? 
They  fct  out  originally  with  Decency  and 

C^der 
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Order ;  asked  Leave  for  the  Pidpit ;  had  it 
and  might  have  kept  it  ftill,  had  not  their 
Reproachings  of  the  Lender^  their  Enthu- 
Jia/iic  and  dangerous  PcculiaritieSy  &c. 
made  it  necellary  to  refufe  it.  Hence 
they  are  relblved  to  be  rc^jenged -j  and 
holding  forth  in  unHce?2jed  Places^  and 
without  a  Licenfe  themfelves,  lay,  "  they 
can't  die  in  Peace,  without  bearing  Tef- 
timony  again  ft  the  Unchri/iian  Principles 
and  Practices  of  thofe  Pritifts  of  Baal^  the 
Generality  of  our  Clergy.''  "  This,  faysjjoum. 
"  Mr.  Whitefield,  put's  me  in  Mind  of  P'''g- 79- 
"  the  Children  of  Ifrael  firft  intreating 
*'  Leave  of  Og,  Sihon^  &c.  to  go  quietly 
^^  through  their  Land  J  hut  Jighting  their 
"  Way  through  J  when  Leave  was  denied. 
"  Like  them,  by  the  Strength  of  my  Z)/- 
"  'vi?ie  Leader^  J  fliall  be  more  than  Con^ 
*'  qucror  over  all  the  Canaanitei  and  carnal 
''  Teacher sy  —  Greatly  faid,  and  in  the 
true  Spirit  of  Martial  Enthufiafm  ;  in  Con- 
formity to  the  true  Spirit  of  Contumacy  and 
ContradiBion^  when  he  declares,  "  The  ibid. 
*-'  more  I  am  bid  to  hold  my  Peace,  the^'^^*  ^^^ 
"  more  earneflly  will  I  lift  up  my  Voice 
'*  like  a  Trumpet r 

Ask    Mr.    PVeJley,    by    what  Authority 
he  preache;^,  he  replies,  "  By  the  Autho-, 
rity  of  ycfus  Chriji,  committed  to  me  by 
^he  ArchbiJ!:op   of   Canter bufy^    Take   thoui  Jou'^fl- 
Authority  to  preach  the  Gofpel."     And  foP^S-s^- 

far 
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far  all  is  well.  But  put  him  in  Mind  of 
the  Limitation  in  the  following  Words, 
"  in  the  Congregation  where  thou  Ihalt 
be  lawfully  appointed  thereto,"  away  flies 
the  Archbijhop' s  Commi/jiQny  and  you  foon 
have  him  bu riling  out  into  an  Enthu/iajlic 
^^^'\  Rant.  "  I  look  upon  All  the  World  as 
"  my  Parijh  : — This  is  the  Work  which 
"  I  know  God  has  called  me  to." — [See 
ConduB  of  the  Mefhodijisy  Pag.  ii,  12.] 
And  what  fignifies  a  limited  CoinmiJJion  to 
the  brave  Mr.  Whitejield,  ''  when  God 
(hews  him  it  is  his  Duty^  not  to  fix  in 
any  particular  Place  f  "  What  fignifies 
any  Subordifjationy  when  he  can  affume 
5  Wn.  the  Dignity  of  a  Primate ;  "  If  a  Bijhop 
pag-  37-  tc  commit  a  Fault,  I  will  tell  him  of 
cc  it  ?» 

Hence  they  commence  a  new  and  inde- 
pendent Government ;  appointing  Bands  and 
Societies y    with  Superintendaiits^  Exhort ers^ 
Moderator Sy  and  Vifitors. 
Wefley.        Hence  they  take  upon  them,  I  do  not 

4  Journ.    y  7-1  ■  1       ■ 

•D.  -J-,  lay  to  ordain^  but  to  appoint^  and  give 
Authority  to,  Perfons,  who  (in  their  own 
Words  )  are  7ieither  Bi/hopSy  PrieftSy  or 
Deacons,  to  preach  the  Word :  Common 
Mechanics^  Women  and  Boys,  are  ad:uaily 
employed  in  this  Minifiry  of  Public  Preach- 
ing, without  any  human  Salifications.  Mr. 

Farther     Wefley  fays,  that  "  We  cannot  but  own, 

^^To%      "  ^*^^^  ^^^  ^^'^^  Wijdom   from  above  to 
^  '°  "  *^  thefe 
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'*  thefe  unlearned  and  ignorant  Men  j  fo 
'*  that  the  Work  of  the  Lord  profpered  in 
''  their  Hands."  But  it  requires  no  extra- 
ordinary Gift  of  difceriiing  the  spirits  to 
fee,  how  eafily  fuch  Perfons,  by  Means  of 
proper  Difcipline^  learning  the  Cant  of  the 
Pariy^  a  tolerable  good  Afjurance^  and 
Fluency  of  Words, —  may  fet  up  for  Cir- 
cufnforaneous  Holders  forth  ;  and  (what  in 
Fadt  is  true)  make  no  Scruple  of  making 
their  Boaft  of  being  Infpired  \  thereby  col- 
ledling  a  Maintenance^  and  choufing  the 
Ignorant  of  their  Money. 

Hence,  laftly,  upon  Occafion  they  can 
pronounce  the  Sentence  of  Excommunica- 
tion^ and  with  an  Authority  equal  to  the 
Papal :  "  I  John  Wejley,  by  the  Confent  4  Jo^rn. 
"  and  Approbation  of  the  Band-Society  in^^^'  ''^' 
"  Kingjwood,  do  declare  the  Ferfons  above- 
"  mentioned  to  be  no  longer  Members 
"  thereof r  * 

I  might  here  take  Notice  of  the  irre- 
gular and  unjujlifiable  Behaviour  of  fome 
of  their  Followers  at  the  Holy  Communion. 
I  fpeak  from  perjonal  Knowledge^  and  can 
produce  other  Evidence,  that  fometimes,  a 
little  before  the  delivering  of  the  Elements, 
three  or  four  together  v/ill  take  it  in  their 
Heads  to  go  away  :  —  that  fometimes, 
while  the  Sentences  of  the  Offertory  were 
reading,  they  have  called  out  to  the  Mi- 
nijier^  whofe  Duty  it  was  to  carry  about 

the 
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the  Bafofi,  (though  they  were  at  Liberty 
to  give,  or  ;zo/  give)  rep?'oachij7g  him  for 
asking  Alms  of  them  :  —  that  fometimes, 
when  the  Mijiifter  has  delivered  the  Bread 
into  their  Hands,  inilead  o^  eating  it,  they 
would  flip  it  into  their  Pockets.  This 
was  often  the  Cafe,  unlefs  they  were  well 
ivatched.  Whether  they  tafled  the  Wine^ 
or  no,  I  can't  fay. 

Thefe,  I  prefume,  are  Perfons,  who 
(after  the  Example  of  their  Teacher)  "  can't 
find  in  themfelves  the  JLove  of  God,  or  of 
Chrift ;  that  rarely  even  in  the  Holy  Com- 
munion have  any  more  than  a  cold  At- 
tention ;  or,  like  M,  oj  Pazzi,  come  to 
the  Lord's  Table  with  Difgujls  and  Difja- 
tisfaBions.'' 
4  journ.  From  feveral  of  thefe  Particulars  we 
P*2-  43-  fhould  be  juftified  in  turning  Mr.  Wcjley^ 
own  Expreffion  upon  the  Metbodijls  : 
"  This  is  to  affedV,  not  Freedom,  but  Inde- 
■pendencyy  And  yet,  notwithfcanding  fuch 
Misbehaviour,  they  bitterly  complain  of 
the  Clergy  and  Vniverfities,  for  oppofing 
their  Troceedings ;  and  are  furprizeti  that 
every  Man  in  his  Senfes  don't,  without 
the  leaft  Hefitation,  join  them. 

Let  us  now  fee  whether  tiiey  have  not 
Precedents,  according  to  Cuftom,  among; 
their  old  Friends. 

Pope 


(    129   ) 

Pope  Gregory  relates  in  his  Dialogued,  Lib.  u 
**  That  St.  Equitius  being  reprehended  for  "P'  ■*' 
running  about  evely  where,  and  preaching 
without  Orders^  or  a   Licenfe^  proved   his 
Liccnfe  from  a  Vifion  of  an  Angela  putting 
a   Lancet   into   his    Mouth,    and    faying, 
Behold^  1  have  put  my  Words  itito  thy  Motrth  ; 
go  forth  and  preach  "      From  that -Time 
he  could  not  hold  his  Peace.^^—St.  Francis  Conform; 
at  firft  was  fo  modeft.  and  fubmiffive  to    °'^^* 
Authority^    that  he   was  refdlved  himfelf, 
and  enjoined  his  Brethren^  never  to  preach 
without  Leave   of  the  Diocefan^  and  Mi^ 
nijler  of  the  PariJJ:.      They   denying  him, 
his  Brethren  advifed  him  to  get  a  Faculty 
from  the  Pope^  for  the  Salvation  of  Souls. 
But  the  Saifit  told  them,   "  he  intended 
to  convert  the  whole  World  j  which  would 
be   effe6led    by    their    SanBity^    Htinmity 
and  Obedience."     But  this  humble  Pofture 
of  Mind  did   not    lafi:  long :     "   For   he    ibid, 
called  a  Chapter^  and  appointed  Preachers  ^°^-  '47» 
for  every  Province 'j  and   fent  them  out  to ''^^" 
their  refped^ive  Places,  giving  them  a  Li- 
cenfe^  whether  Clerics  or  Laymen,  whoever 
of  them  had  the  Spirit  oj  God,  and  Gift 
of  Preachincr.  —  And    afterwards   he    en- 
larged  their  CommiJJion,  appointing  them  to 
preach   in   India^    and    throug'a    the  ivhole 
World.     For  it  was  revealed  to  him  from 
the  Lord^  that  every   Cor?2cr  of  the  Earth 
Was  to  hear  the  Sound  of  their  Preaching^'' 
S  At 
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Bonavent.  At  length,  however,  "  he  thought  proper 

Leg.  Fr.    ^^  apply  to  the   PopCy    who  confirmed  his 

Order,    and  commanded  little  Crowns   to 

be  made  for  his  Lay-Brethren,  that  they 

rm^t  freely  preach  the  Word  oj  God.  —  It 

had  indeed  been  iikewife  revealed  to  him. 

Conform,  that   the  poifonous  Iniquity    of  the  Clergy 

cr  \\\\    ^o^^^  oppofe,  and  endeavour  to  trample 

upon,    his    Order.      Accordingly  he   was 

vilified  both  by  Seculars  and  'Prelates  j  who 

difregarding  St.  Francis's  Monitions,   drew 

away  his  Followers:  —  but  how,  and  why, 

will  appear  in  the  End." 

Nor  could  the  Devil  be  idle,  where  his 
Ribaden.    Kingdom  was  at  Stake  j    "  but  raifed  up 
pag.  472.  fnfjyjilcjif  spirits  in  the  Ufiiverfities,  to  op- 
pofe the  Holy  Orders  of  St.  Dominic  and 
St.    Francis,    and   to  write  Books  againfl 
them.'' 

The  pious  Founder  of  the  fefuits  met 
with  the  like  Harraffings  j  and  particularly 
at  the  TJniverfity  of  Paris,  could  fcarce  efcape 
a  Whipping  in  the  Public  Hall.  —  Several 
Bifiops  publiflied  EdiBs^  forbidding  either 
him,  or  his,  to  preach  in  their  Diocefe ; 
and  the  fii7iki?ig  black  Cloud  of  the  Sor- 
■  bone  burll  upon  them. — And  as  few  can 
bear  a  Ce?jJor  of  their  Ma?iners,  the  Minds 
of  the  Clergy  were  alienated  from  the  So- 
ciety, -^s  intruding  \X.{<^'imX.Q  their  Functions, 
and  of  their  own  Will  contriving  to  ered: 
a  Seminary,  ungrateful  and  prejudicial  to 
-  ^  the 
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the  Minijiry^    and    intercepting   their  IIo^ 
72 ours  and  Profits. 

But  Ignatius  and  Company^  by  the  fpe- 
cial  Favour  and  DircBion  of  Heaven^  were 
too  cunning  for  them  ;  and  by  profeffing 
themfelves  entirely  at  the  Pope's  Devotion, 
and  his  Standard-Bearers  againfi  Heretics, 
they  gained  their  Ends ;  and  obtained  of 
Gregory  XIII.  that  Golden  Bull,  allowing 
the  Religious  among  them,  who  were 
Priefis,  to  hear  Confejfions,  and  even  thofe 
not  in  Orders  to  preach  wherever  they 
pleafed.  Attend,  while  the  Bull  is  fpeak- 
ing.  ^'  In  Virtue  of  the  Privilege  granted  Builar. 
"  to  your  Society  hy  Paul  111.  that  who- Vol.  ir. 
"  ever  of  you  is  fit,  and  deputed  by  the^' ^"''"^* 
*'  ReBor  of  the  Society,  may  publickly 
^*  preach  the  Word  of  God ;  and  thofe, 
"  who  are  Priefis,  may  hear  the  Confef- 
"  fions  of  the  Faithful  of  both  Sexes  -,  from 
"  which  Time  your  Religious,  who  were 
^'  fit  to  preach,  though  not  i?2itiated  into 
"  Holy  Orders,  have  preached  here,  and 
"  there,  and  every  where  :  Yet,  becaufe 
"  an  i?npertinent  Doubt  has  arofe,  whe- 
"  ther  the  Privilege  of  'Preaching  compre- 
"  hends  thofe  who  are  not  Ordained; 
"  JVe,  in  order  to  remove  this  Scruple, 
"  by  the  Authority  of  thefe  Prefents,  de- 
''  clare  and  decree,  That  every  one  of 
*'  you,  though  not  promoted  to  Holy 
•'  Orders,  both  bad  Power,,  and  have  Power, 
S  2  "  ia 
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<'  in  Virtue  of  that  Privilege^  to  exercife 
"  the  Office  of  a  Preacher :  Strid:ly  in- 
<*  hibiting  all  and  fingular  Ordinaries,  and 
*5  all  others  invefted  with  any  Kind  of 
"  Power y  not  to  dare  to  hinder  or  molejl 
^'  any  one  of  you,  upon  any  Pretence. 
"  With  a  Non  ohfiante  to  all  Apofiolical 
"  Conftitutions  and  Ordinations^  decreed  by 
**  General^  or  Tt:ovincial  Councils.'' 

You  may  perhaps  endeavour  to  clear 
the  Jefiiits  of  UJurpation^  as  ading  by 
Papal  Authority.  The  Methodiji -Teachers 
will  put  in  the  fame  Plea  ;  each  of  them 
being,  the  lawkfs  Om\  a  Pope  to  himfeJf. 

Having  mentioned  the  Irregularities  of 
fome  Meihodijis  at  the  Communion  ;  I  muft 
in  yujiice  own,  that  the  moji  Part  of 
them  behaved  very  ferioujly  and  devoutly. 
Some  indeed  carrying  M.itters  to  an  Ex-' 
tre/nCy  and  iuio  a  Sort  of  Ecjiacy ;  fo  as 
to  be  quite  infenfible  of  the  Minijier's 
Tender  of  the  Bread  and  Wine,  'till  fpo- 
ken  to,  or  pulled  by  the  Sleeve.  Which  I 
find  to  be  no  uncommon  Thing  among 
the  'Popijh  Enthufiafts.  And  we  have  au- 
thentic Tejlimony  concerning  St.  Alcantara, 
Br.  Rom.  that  he  not  only  was  in  fuch  Ardour  of 
*5-  Spirit  himfelf,  but  induced  others  to  be 
in  a  Rapture  and  Ecfl^cy  at  the  Sacra- 
ment. As  to  the  Irreverence  of  pocketing 
the  Bread,  infhead  of  eating  it  3  —  we  read 
in  their  Books  of  Desmonohgy,  and  parti- 
cularly 
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liuhrly  in  the  Ma  ileus  Male/icanm,  "  'tis  Tom.  I. 
to  be  remarked,  that  Witches^  or  Sorce-  ' 
reJJ'eSf  when  they  Communicate  have  this 
Cujiom,  if  they  can  do  it  without  being 
obferv^dy  to  hide  the  Body  of  the  Lord  un- 
der their  Tongue^  inflead  of  fivallowifig  it ; 
with  a  wicked  Purpofe,  and  to  referve  the 
Hojl  for  wicked  Iffes."  But  I  drop  the 
Comparifon  any  farther  than  as  to  the  ir- 
reverent FaB  ;  and  affure  the  Methodiftiy 
that  I  would  by  no  Means  fo  much  as  in- 
Jinuate  a  Siifpicion  of  their  being  PFitches, 
or  Sorcerers-,  or  employing  the  Bread  to 
had  Ufes, 

Under  this  Head  may  not  improperly 
be  coniidercd  their  undutiful  Behaviour  to 
the  Civil  Powers,  and  even  flying  in  the 
Face  of  the  Highejl  Authority  in  the  Na- 
tion, One  of  Mr.  Wejlef^  Hearers  was, 
it  feems,  prejjed  for  a  Soldier  :  Upon 
which  Mr.  tVefley  breaks  out  into  this 
hideous  Outcry  >  "  Ye  Learned  in  the3joiirn. 
"  Law,  What  becomes  of  Magna  Chart  a  yV^Z-^^- 
*'  and  of  Engli/Jo  Liberty  and  Property  "i 
**  Are  not  thefe  ineer  Sounds,  while,  on 
**  anv  Pretence,  there  is  fuch  a  Thing  as 
?'  a  Piels-Gang  fuffered  in  the  Land  ?" 
The  Lcgiflature,  as  the  Exigencies  of  the 
Government  have  required,  has,  at  feveral 
Times,  made  Acts  for  prcfjing  Men  into 
his  Majejifs,  Service.  But  no  Matter  for 
that ;  touch  but  a  Methodift,  and  imme- 
diately 
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diately  Liberty  and  Property,  the  Church 
and  State  J  the  Nation,  All  may  perilh, 
rather  than  a  Soldier  be  prefled.  He  will 
not  allow  it,  on  any  Pretence.  He,  the 
fame  Perfon,  who  had  before  bound  him- 
2  Tourn  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  repeated  Refolution,  not  to 
Pag.  lo  fpeaJz  a  'Tittle  of  worldly  Things,  is  now 
bawling  for  Liberty  and  Property » 

J.  19.  Pafs  we  on  to  another  Confe- 
quence,  indeed  natural  Tendency,  of  Metho- 
difm,  and  an  Impediment  in  its  Courfe  j  — 
their  mutual  Jealoujlei  and  Envyings,  their 
manifold  T)ivifions,  fierce  and  rancorous 
parrels,  and  Acciifatlons  of  one  another 
of  heinous  Crimes.  I  fay  a  natural  Ten- 
dency-,  becaufe  Va?iity,  Confidence,  a  hot- 
headed and  intolerating  Spirit,  always  en- 
ter into  the  Conipofition  of  Enthufafm,  and 
create  the  above-mentioned  bitter  EffeBs : 
—  befides  fuch  Numbers  of  Apoftates,  as 
they  term  it,  from  them. 

Obferve  but  the  early  Days  of  Metho- 
difm.  The  Teachers  are  fcarce  fledged, 
but  out  they  fiy  through  the  Air  of  T^o- 
pidarity  ;  each  pluming  himfelf  upon  the 
Number  of  (iaring  Admirers  at  his  fne 
Feathers,  and  high  Flights. 

Hence  mutual  Emulation,    Envy,    and 

Grudging.     Mr.    Whitefield,   "   I  was  not 

a  Dealing,  «  v/ithout  Oppoftion  from   Friends,    who 

^S-  25-    ct  ^vgj-e    jealous   over    me    with   a   Godly 

*'  Jealoify, 
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"  Jealoufy.  For  I  carried  high  Sail  j 
"  Thoufands  and  ten  Thoufands  came  to 
"  hear." 

Excellent  Godly  Jealoufy  indeed  !  To 
oppofe  God's  Special  JVork^  becaufe  Mr. 
Whitcfield  got  fo  much  Glory ;  to  enter  the 
Lift  in  the  Contefl  of  Vanity,  and  preach 
for  a  Hat  and  Feather.  "  Perceived  3  J^^rn. 
fomething  a  little  bordering  on  Envy  to  P^°"  ' 
my  Brother  H ." 

Mr.  Wejley  too  ''  in  his  old  Room  at 
Oxford  fits  mufing,  and  refleding,  How4ioiirn. 
many  that  came  ajter  me  were  prejerred^^^-  '4- 
before  me :"  —  and  then  he  religioufly 
opens  his  Tejlament^  by  Way  of  l^ot^  to 
find  the  Reafon. — Nor  is  it  long  e're  this 
kvely  loving  Pair  come  to  Daggers  draw- 
i?ig.  Mr.  Wejley  having  heard  much  of 
Mr.  Whitejield'^  unkind  Behaviour,  fays, 
he  told  me,  "  He  and  I  preached  two  Ib'd, 
"  different  Gofpels  j  that  he  would  not  join^'  ''^'  ^^* 
''  n>e,  or  give  me  the  right  Hand  of  Fel- 
*'  lowjl.np  y  but  would  publickly  preach 
"  againji  me  and  my  Brother ^  —  They 
adually  v/rite  and  publifli  againft  each 
other ;  *'  Mr.  IVeJley  charges  White-%. 
field  with  Lnprudence,  for  publifliing  at 
all,  as  putting  Weapons  into  their  Hands 
who  loved  Jieither  of  them  j  —  with  pub- 
lifhing  a  mere  Burlefque  \ —  for  making  an 
open,  and  probably,  an  irreparable  Breach 
between    them,    by   a   treacherous  Wounds 

and 
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mid    beivraylng  of   Secretin      Hence    'tl^ 

well  known  they  divided^  and  formed  fe- 

par  ate  Parties.     Mr.  JVeJley,  in  his  Sermon 

Prasf.  and  q^j  Pfgg  Grace,  **  is  indifpenfably  obliged 

^"  ^^"  '   to  oppofe  the  other,  for  the  horrible  Blaf- 

phemies   of  bis  horrible  DoSfrine'' — "  I 

"  went   to  my   Friend  ( that  was !  )  Mr. 

p-  3°?r<;9-"  Stonehoiife  at  Iflington  ;  but  found  in  him 

"  all  the  Deceiveablenefs  of  Utirighteoujnefs, 

Pag.  63     «  — Mr.  C told  me  plainly,  he  could 

*'  not  agree  with  me,  becaufe  I   did  not 
**  preach  the  ^riith." 

And  here,  for  Fear  I  fhould  again  be 
accufed  "  of  laying  afide  the  New  Tejla- 
R^ma^rk«  w^«/^,  whcn  Writing  my  Pamphlet,"  I  rfiall 
pag  i;.*  put  them  in  Mind  of  the  Apojlle'%  Direc- 
tion, Let  lis  not  be  defiroiis  oj  Fain-glory, 
provoking  one  another,  envying  one  another* 
Gal.v.   26. 

Again,  let  us  fee  fome  of  the  rancorous 
Contentions  between  Mr.  JVeJley  and  the 
Moravians^  whom  he  defer ibes  as  fome  of 
the  worft  of  Men,  botli  in  Principle  and 
Practice  \  and  yet  (  fuch  is  his  Motley- 
Mixture  of  Antipathy  and  Sympathy  with 
•Regard  to  them)  he  defires  an  Union  with 
them  above  all  Things  under  Heaven. 

What   Scurrility  of  Language    do  the 

Moravians  throw  out  againft  Mr.  Wefley  ? 

3  joiun.   "  The  Foundation  on  which  he  ftands  is 

P'''g-  '4'    aq  different   from   the    true,    as  the  tight 

Hand   from   the   left  >  and   they  have  no 

Hope 
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Hope  for  him  in   this   State.      They  are4Jo»r"- 
afiamed  of  his   Company:  —  They  charge ^,,^°'^^^ 
him  with  putting  Darknefs  for  Light,  and  92,  loz. 
Light  for  Darknefs ;   preaching  falfe  Doc- 
trine  :  —  They  have  often  heard  both  him, 
and  his  Brother,  preach   Popery :  —  They 
are  both  Faife  Prophets : —  Inftrudling  poor 
Souls  in  fuch  Errors,    that  they   will   be 
damned  at  laft  : — having  Eyes  full  of  Adul- 
tery, and   leading    unftable    Souls   in    the 
Way   of    Damnation :  —  They   are,    like 
Satan,  making   PFar  with    the  Saints :  — 
Mr.  ^ejley  is  a  Child  of  the  Devil,  the  Ser- 
vant  of  Corruption,  for  who?n  the   Mifl  of 
Darknefs  is  referved  for  ever.'' 

And  how  does  Mr.    Wefley  turn  their 
own  Artillery  upon  them  ? — "  Their  Doc- 4  journ. 
trine  is  a  New  Gofpel,  occafioning  grievous  P-  35' 68, 
Confufions :  —  Their  Way  differs  as  much  il^^]Vi\. 
from  the  Bible  Way,  as  Light  from  Dark- 
nefs ;-rr,Other  DoBrine  than  what  we  have 

received  : -They  are  tenacious  of  their 

moft  Efjentially  -  erroneous  DoBrines  ;  fo 
much  Guile  in  their  Words,  that  we  can 
fcarce  tell  what  they  really  hold,  and 
what  not :  —  Their  Difcipline  is  as  widely 
different  from  Mr.  Wefley  %,  as  the  Heavens 
are  from  the  Earth  : —  Their  Church  infal- 
lible,— no  true  Church  on  Earth  but  theirs, 
and  no  true  Chrijiians  out  of  it ;  they  re- 
quire implicit  Faith  and  Obedience.'" 

T  Prone 
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Prone  as  thefe  Gentlemen  are  to  Wrath, 
they  will  give  Leave,  I  hope,  to  ask  a 
^ejlion^  or  two.     Is  this  Methodijm  ? — 

Tanf^ne  animis  Ccelejl'thus  tree  ? 
And  reign  fuch  Mortal  Feuds  in  Heavenly  Minds  ? 

What  are  we  to  think  of  thefe  Charges 
of  Whiiefieldj  Wejley,  and  the  Moravians^ 
againft  one  another  ?  Some  Perfons,  from 
a  candid  Opinion  of  their  Veracity^  might 
"be  inclined  to  believe  them  all.  But  I  am 
rather  difpofed  to  inquire,  Are  thefe  Things 
ih  ?  Are  they  true  f  Or  are  they  not  true  ? 
If  not  true,  they  are  grievous  Calumnia" 
tors.  If  true,  they  are  deteftable  SeSlari/is. 
Whether  true,  or  falfe,  the  Allegation 
ftands  good  of  their  Envy,  fierce  and  ran- 
corous parrels,  and  mutual,  heinous  Ac^ 
cu fat  tons. 

All  is  in  Conformity  to  the  Conducfl  of 
the  feveral  Religious  Orders  of  the  Papacy ; 
envying,  hating  one  another,  befpattering 
one  another,  furiouily  contending  which 
is  the  beji  ;  I  mean  which  is  the  worji  : 
' — but  unanimoufly  agreed  in  Fanaticijm 
and  Impojiure. 

And  how  flands  the  Matter  among  their 
Difciples?  Why,  one  Tarty  fticks  to 
Whitejield,  whofe  another  Gofpel  is  better 
than  PFeJley's  another  Gofpel;  a  fecond  Party 
feks  to  Wefley  for  jufl:  as  good  a  Reafon. 

— Some 
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—  Some  are  fo  loft  to  Grace,  that  they 
renounce  both  of  them,  leaving  Methodifm 
totally  in  the  Lurch.  —  Others  in  great 
Numbers  fall  away  to  the  Moravians  j  and 
into  dangerous  and  wicked  Tenets.  In 
general,  they  are  all  together  by  the  Ears, 
embroiled  and  broken  with  Unchrijiian 
parrels  and  Confiifions. 

Mr.  Whitejield  fadly  laments  "  the  D/- 
vifions  that  arofe  amongft  God's  People  ;  — 
how  ?nany\  who  continued  amongft  them 
for  a   while,    in  Time  of  Temptation  fall 

away: how  thofe,    who  would  have 

plucked  out  their   Eyes,  and  given  them 
to  him,   become  his  Enemies : — how  two    . 
young  Men  in  particular,  once  Leaders  ofp,  23. 
the  Religious  Society,  are  fince  fallen  back : 
and  our  Brethren,    who  have  fallen  intop.  qj. 
Errors,  have  left  us  voluntarily." 

The   impetuous  Mr.  Seward  complains 
of  the  impetuous    Mr.   Wathen  ;    "  whojoum. 
being  too  eager  in   teaching   others,    and^"^'^' 
reproved  for  it,    was  influenced  by  Satan 
of  a  fudden  to  ca/l  away  his  Confidence,   as 
if  all  the  JVork  of  God  in  his  Soul  had  been 
a  Delufion.  —  And  Mr.  B.  a  Follower  ofp.  17. 
Mr.  Whitefield,  was  fadly  fallen  away,  and 
oppofed  him  ;  and  many  were  offended." 

Mr.  Wefley  runs   more    in  this   Strain : 
his  Fourth  fournal  being  moftly  taken  up 
in   enumerating   their  Wrath^    DiJJ'entionSy 
and  Apojlacies.  —  "At  Oxford,  hut  a  few,  3  Joum. 
T  2  "  whoP-  ^4'  ^5' 
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**  who  h2id  not  forfake?2  themj  —  many,  in 
''  whom  the  Seed  had  withered  away  :  — 

4journ.   «  Out  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  only  two 

p-9'-  «<  leftj  j2ot  oYie  continued  to  attend  daily 
"  Frayers',  the  kvr  once  united  now  tor?i 

"  afunder,    and  jcattered  abroad. At 

**  London^    The  poor  Brethren  at  Fetter^ 

P.  34, 36. "  lane  in  great  Confufion  ;  — the  Plague  was 

p  8.  *^  fpread  to  the  little  Society .  — Many  were 
"  induced  to  deny  the  Gift  of  God,  and 
"  affirm  they  never  had  any  Faith  at  all. 
**  — Many   of  our  Sijiers  are  floaken, — 

F.  17,  18."  grievoufly  torn  by  Reafonings  : but 

"  few  come  to  Fetter-lane  till  near  Nine 
"  o'clock ;  and  then,  after  their  Names 
"  are  called  over,  they  prefently  depart. 
*'  Our  Brethren  here  have  neither  Wifdom 
"  enough  to  guide,  nor  Prudence  enough 
"  to  let  it  alone. — They  have  much  con- 
"  founded  fome  of  our  SiJlers. — I  fuppofe 
"  abo'ue  half  of  our  Brethren  are  on  their 
"  Side  ;  but  they  are  fo  very  confufed,  they 
"  don't  know  how  to  go  on.  Here  I 
"  found  every  Day  the  dreadful  Effedts, 
''  — fcarce  one  in  ten  retained  his  firji 
"  Lo'iie :  And  moft  of  the  reji  were  in 
"  the  utmojl  Co?jfu/ion J  biting  and  devouring 

P.  21,  2i.<'-  cjje  another. — Many  wholly  unfettled,  and 
"  loft  in  vain  Reafonings,  and  doubtful 
"  Difputations,  —  not  likely   to  come  to 

P.  47.  "  any  true  Foundation.  —  I  went  to  the 
*'  Society.     But  I  found  their  Hearts  were 

quite 
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quite  eflranged.  A  little  Handful  of  them 
flood  in  the  old  Paths."  —  At  BrijioU 
and  Kingjwood,  —  "  I  had  many  ««- 
pleafmg  Accounts  of  the  Little  Society^ 
Breaches  J  JealouJieSy  Coldnefs.  —  Went 
to  preach  at  Kingfwood :  but  (except  a 
few  from  Brijhl)  I  had  not  above  two 
or  three  Men^  and  as  many  Women ; 
the  fame  Number  once  or  twice  before. 
— Maf^y  of  our  Brethren  had  no  Ears  to^  joum. 
hear,  having  difputed  away  both  their  ^-  62-65. 
Faith  and  Love ;  —  in  continual  Difputes, 
Divifions^  and  Offences: — they  breakp,  »o-^, 
out  afreili ;  Meetings  of  the  Bands  cold 
and  uncomfortable,  —  endlejs  Strife  and 
Confufion,  Separations,  Back-bitings,  Evil- 
fpeaking,  mutual  Charges  of  teaching 
falfe  DoBrines,  Supplanting,  Scoffings  at 
the  two  Wefleys  Preaching  :  — hifty-two 
leave  them,  and  again  about  Forty: 
— The  jrighted  Sheep  gaze  and  fly,  as  if 
they  had  no  Shepherds 
What  fliall  we  fay  now  ?  Are  thefe  the 
Fruits  of  Methodijm  ?  Thefe  the  Effcdts  of 
their  Sweet  Love-Feajls  ?  Thefe  the  Dear, 
Precious,  Innocent  Lambs  ?  Thefe  the 
Partakers  of  the  New  Birth,  of  Peace,  and 
Love,  and  Joy  in  the  Holy  Ghojl  ?  Thefe 
their  boafted  Converfions,  thefe  Candidates 
for  ^erfeSlion  ?  —  Their  own  Words  bear 
Witnefs  againft  them. — Sorex  fuo  indicia 
perit.     And  we  may  juftly  remind  them 

of 
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Farther    of  their  own  Expreffions ;    "  When  the 
Appeal,    Reformation  bezan.    what  imuntainous  Of- 
fences  Jay    in   the    Way  ?     Such  Failings 
in    thofe    two    great    Men,    Luther    and 
Calvin  !    [  Wejley  and   Whitefield  ]    Their 
vehement     Tenacioufnefs     of     their    own 
Opinions  ;  their  Bitternefs  toward  all  who 
differed  from  them ;    their  Impatience  of 
Contradiction,    and   utter   Want   oj   For- 
bearance even  with  their  own  Brethren." 

This  is  bad  enough  :  but  'tis  not  the 
worjl.  For  confider  what  becomes  of  thofe 
that  leave  them;  among  whom  fo  many 
of  their  Deferters  lift  ;  and  into  what  Sort 
of  Difcipline  and  Principles  they  enter  : 
nothing  lefs  than  "  into  a  New  Gofpel." — 
Three  of  our  Chrijiian  Brethren  driven 
by  Satan  to  deny  Chriji's  vijible  Church 
on  Earth.  —  Multitudes  to  embrace  a 
falfe  unfcriptural  Stilnefsy  ceafmg  from 
outward  Works,  and  all  Means  of  Grace  ; 
all  fuch  Ordinances  as  running  to  Church 
and  Sacramenty  Prayer  Public  and 
Private,  reading  the  Scriptures: — and 
further,  to  make  a  mere  Jeft  of  going 
to  Church,  Sacrament,  Sec.  —  a  ge?ierai 
Temptation  prevailing  to  leave  off'  Good 
Works,  in  order  to  increafe  their  Faith  ; 
—  to  cry  out,  no  Works,  no  Law,  no 
Commandments:  —  to  throw  away  the 
Bible,  and  fay,  I  will  never  read,  or 
pray  more  :  —  the  Trayers  of  the  Church 

*'  are 


Wefley, 
4  Journ. 
paffitn. 
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'*  are  firil  o^  horrid  Lies. — I  was  witli  one,  4  Joum. 
''  who  told  me, — that  God  had  told  herP'^^* 
''  not  to  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper  any 
**  more,    lince   fhe  fed   upon  Chrift  con- 

*'  tinually." "  At    the   Nottingham- ^^  ^^ 

**  Society^  the  Room  not  half  full,  which 
'^  ufed  to  be  crowded: — 7J0t  one  Perfon 
*'  who  came  in  ufed  any  Grayer  at  all  ; 
**  but  every  one  began  either  talking  to 
*'  his  Neighbour,  or  looking  abcjt  him: 
*'  when  I  began  to  pray^  there  was  a 
*'  general  Surprize,  none  once  offering  to 
**  kneel,  but  all  (landing  in  the  mofi  eafy 
"  and  indolent  Pofiure.  I  afterwards  iook- 
"  ed  for  one  of  our  Hymn-Books,  upon 
"  the  Dejk :  —  but  both  that,  and  the 
**  Bible,  were  vanified  away.  And  in  the 
**  Room  lay,  The  Moravian  Hymns,  and 
*'  the  Count's  Sermons.''  [i.e.  Count  Zin- 
"  zendorf,  the  Moravians  Bipjop.'] — One 
Thing  laid  to  the  Charge  of  the  Moravians 
is  as  follows  ;  "  Some  of  our  E/j^^li/h  Bre*  p.  io6. 
**  thren,  who  are  joined  with  yours,  have 
"  faid  openly,  you  will  never  have  Faith^ 
**  till  you  leave  off  running  about  to  Church, 
"  and  Sacraments,  and  Societies.  Another 
"  of  tliem  has  faid,  in  his  Tublic  Ex- 
"  pounding,  as  many  go  to  Hell  by  graying 
**  as  by  Thieving.  Another,  I  knew  one, 
"  who  leaning  over  the  Back  of  a  Chair, 
*'  received  a  great  Gift.  But  he  muft 
"  kneel  down  to  give  Gods  Thanks.     So  he 

loft 
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*  lofl  it  immediately  :  and  I  know  not 
'  whether  he  will  ever  have  it  again. 
'  And  yet  another ;  you  have  lofl  your 
'  fi^ft  J^y  5  therefore  you  pray  :   That  is 

*  the  Devil.     You  read  the  Bible  :   That 

*  is  the  Devil.  You  Communicate  :  That 
'  is  the  Devil." 

Thefe   are  fome  ( for   I  could  produce 

many  more)  of  the  Moravian  Tenets.     And 

what   can  be  more  grating  to  a  Chrijiian 

Ear,    or   more    fhocking   to    the   Mindt 

What  more   Impious^    than  to   pronounce 

all    the  Ordinances    of    Religion,    Prayers, 

Thankfgivings,    Sacraments,     reading   the 

Bible,  Sec.  to  be  Diabolical  'Terformances  ? 

One  would   imagine  they   really  believed 

the  Dreams  of  thofe  Popijh  Fanatics,  who 

tell  us,  that  the  Devil  has  fometimes  fub- 

Mcngi      mitted  to  thefe  Ordinances :    that  he  has 

p^Ao^^^'^ven  perfwaded  People  to  go  to  Mafs  and 

.    Co7ifeJjion\  —  has   been  found   out  finging 

p,86.    *  ^t  Mafs  among  the  Monks; and  (as 

Madam  Bourignon  relates)  that  the  Devil, 
f°g'  "'  concealed  in  the  Shape  of  a  Monk,  preached 
P  117.  a  moft  excellent  Sermon  on  the  Joys  of 
Heaven,  and  Torments  of  Hell.  But  being 
difcovered  before  he  went  off,  and  afked 
the  Reafon  of  his  Preaching  fo  well,  gave 
this  Reafon ;  that  he  was  fure  the  Auditors 
would  not  be  perfwaded  by  it,  and  fo  would 
piore  cfFedually  be  damned. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  ^r^/Iey  will  probably  fay,  What  is 
all  this  to  me  ?  Miift  I  be  anfwerable  for 
the  Moravians,  agaiiifl  whom  I  have  fo 
often,  and  zealoufly,  preached  and  written? 
And  this  Plea  is  true  in  a  great  Meafure ; 
efpecially  fince  he  and  the  Moravians 
quarrelled.  But,  Who  at  the  fame  Time 
gives  the  Moravians  a  Box  on  the  Ear 
with  one  Hand,  and  embraceth  them  with 
the  other  ?  Wlio  firft  brought  over  this 
ivickcd  Generation,  and  encouraged  them 
afterwards  ?  Who  made  a  Moravian  his 
own  Spiritual  Guide  and  Confejjhr  P  Who 
fo  highly  commended  them  among  his 
own  Followers?  Who  fo  Fanaticized  his 
ovv/n  Followers,  and  gave  them  fo  many 
and  flrong  Dofes  of  the  Enthujiajlic 
^indlure,  as  turned  their  Brains,  and  de- 
prived them  of  their  Scnfes  ?  Whofe  Soci- 
eties and  Congregations  (by  his  own  Confejji- 
on)  run  over  in  Shoals  to  Moravianifm,  forty 
or  fifty  at  a  Time  ?  And  would  they  have 
fplit  upon  this  Rock,  if  they  had  not  been 
iirfl  Methodijis  ?  Who  is  it,  that  wonders 
why  hinifelf  doth  not  join  them  j  and  can 
then  be  in  the  leaft  furprized  at  his  T)if- 
r//>/£'5  joining  them  ?  Where,  laftly,  is  the 
Spawn  of  Moravia nifm  fo  ftrongly  working, 
as  in  the  Children  of  Methodijm  f 

§.  20.  Fnthufiajm  being  a  Ihing  by  no 

Means   inconfijient    with    Immorality,    and 

U  frequently 
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frequently  the  Immediate  Caufe  of  it ;  wc 
may  mention  as  another  Effed  of  Me* 
thodifm^  its  Tendency  to  undermine  Morali- 
ty and  Good  JVorks  >  and  that  fome  of  its 
JDoBrines  give  Encouragement  to  Immorality 
and  Vice*  Whether  this  be  any  Impedi- 
ment to  MethodifiJiy  I  don't  determine  ;  but 
'tis  evidently  an  Impediment  to  true  Religion 
a?2d  Virtue, 

It  would  be  thrufting  my  Sickle  too 
much  into  another  Man's  Harveft,  and 
doing  what  has  been  done  better  already 
by  abler  Hands,  to  fhew  what  an  ill  Afped: 
and  Influence  fome  of  their  Peculiarities 
and  Tenets  have  upon  virtuous  PraBice. — 
Such  as  thofe  fudden  and  injtantaneous  Calls 
and  Converfions,  which  the  Methodifts  are 
trained  up  to  exped:,  and  wait  for  in 
Quietnefs;  whence  they  are  naturally  led 
to  negled;  the  Means  of  Salvation^  all 
gradual  Improvement,  and  Growing  in 
Grace :  —  The  prefumptuous  Dodtrine  of 
Ajfurances  of  Pardon  and  Salvation,  prefent 
and  future  j  a  ftrong  Imagination  and  fup- 
pofed  Feeling  of  which  will  fill  the  Head 
with  fpintual  Pride ;  and  induce  a  falfe 
and  fatal  Security ^  to  the  Negled  of  future 
EndeavoTirs. —  Imp'ulfeSy  Imprefjions,  fancied 
Infpiration  and  Revelations :  which  being 
made  the  Rule  oj  Duty,  will  make  them  as 
confident  in  wrong  Pradice,  as  in  right; 
and  prefumed  upon, as  certainly  coming  from 

Heaven^ 
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Heaven^  will  of  Courfe  lead  them  into 
dangerous  Errors  of  Judgment  and  Be- 
haviour. —  That  Summit  of  Arrogance^  a 
Claim  of  unfinning  Terfediion,  and  abfolute 
Freedom  from  Corruption;  which  is  the 
'Privelege  of  our  Redeemer  alone  j  and  from 
which  I  may  fafely  affirm  the  Methodifis 
are  at  a  wide  Diftance  :  whence  thofe  warm 
Heads  which  in  Imagination  have  attained 
it,  or  are  juft  laying  hold  of  it,  will  arrive 
only  to  the  moft  Enthufiaftic  Phrenfies ; 
and  thofe  of  a  lefs  fanguine  Spirit,  will  be 
tempted  to  give  over  the  Purfuit,  become 
defperatey  or  turn  Libertines. — 

To  which  may  be  added,  —  that  the 
Followers,  perfwaded  that  their  Teachers 
fpeak  from  Gody  and  are  immediately  fent 
upon  his  Work,  will  find  little  Inclination 
to  difpute  any  of  their  Do&rineSy  or  boggle 
at  their  Examples,  how  immoral  or  ««-. 
fcriptural  foever.  The  Mountebank' s  In-- 
jalUble  Prefcriptions  muft  be  fwallowed, 
whatever  be  the  Confequence,  though  they 
dye  for  it.  Let  us  fee  if  there  be  no 
banger.  The  Moravian  Methodifis  ftand 
fonfejjedly  guilty,  beyond  all  Meafure  and 
Modefty,  of  trampling  down  Morality  y 
teaching  Jufiification  by  Faith  alone,  not 
only  to  the  Exflufion,  but  Condemnation, 
of  Good  Works ;  and  Multitudes  of  the 
Wefieyans  have  been  infedted  with  the 
Plague. 

U  2  Mr, 
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Mr.    Wejley   often   accufeth   the    Mora- 

4  Journ.   ^Dlans    •*'  of    ufing   Guile  J    and   defending 

Pj^^go^^'the  Lawfulnefs  of  itj    of  teaching,  not  to 

4o   temporal  Good,    nor  to  attempt  doing 

fpirkual  Good;- — as  not  likely  to  come  to 

any  true   Foundation  ;  —  grounded    on    a 

Faith  which  is  without  Works  j— of  laying, 

that  good  Works  are  the  greatejl  Hindrance 

of  coming  to  Chrifi ;  ■ — -  and  that,  till  theje 

Works  are  laid  afide,  no  Man  can  receive 

Faithr 

Among  the  Societies  of  Methodifis^  he 
?•  39»  40- finds  "  a  general  Temptation  prevail  of 
*'  leaving  off  good  Works ;  — the  poor,  con- 
.  **  fufed,  fhattered  Society  had  erred  from 
"  the  Faith ;  —  a  Woman  of  Deptford^ 
"  fent  (as  fhe  faid)  from  God,  fpoke  great 
*'  Words,  and  true  j  —  flie  ordered  Mr, 
"  Humphreys  to  leave  off  doing  Good.'' 

But  Mr.  Wejley  will  fay,  "  do  not  the 
Methodifl  Teachers  preach  and  inculcate  the 
Dodrine  of  good  Works  ?  Have  not  I 
in  particular  oppofed  the  Moravia?is,  and 
warmly  controverted  this  Point?  Did 
not  I  explain  St.  fames,  the  great  An- 
tidote againft  this  Foifon  f  Did  I  not  call 
the  Order  to  leave  oif  good  Works  a  Snare 
cf  the  Devil  ?  Do  not  I  fay,  concerning 
the  Moravian  Doi^rinc,  of  Faith  being 
the  only  Commandment,  that  'tis  a  palpably 
Contradid:ion  to  the  v/bole  Tenor  of  the 

Neio 
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New  Te [lament,    and  a  Jlmmekfs  Affirma^ 
tio7if  &c." 

All  this  I  allow  to  be  tn^e :    and  that 
you  had  your  Recifons  for  laying  about  you, 
and  being  fecmingly  in  earneft  againft  the 
Moravians^     who    have    taken    fo    much 
Pains  to  rob  you  of  your  Authority,  your 
Reputation,    and  your  Difcipks.     But  give 
ine  Leave  to  (liew  your  Inconfijiency  in  the 
Cafe ;    and  how   often  you   have  thrown 
cold  Water  upon  the  Duty  of  good  Works ; 
and  in  Quantities  fufficient  to  damp  your 
Followers  Zeal  for  them  ;   by  Sentiments 
and  Expreffions  of  a  ftrong  Tendency  to 
debafe  their  Value,  and  difcourage  the  Per- 
jormance.     What  think  we  of  thefe  Words 
oiMx.  Wejley}  "  One  indeed  in  the  Faith  -  ]oyxrTi. 
*^  — no   longer  judges  Holincfs   to  be  anP-^o- 
"  outward   Thing  :    to   confiA   either   in 
"  doin^  710  Harm,  in  doing  Gcod,  or  ufing 
"  the  Ordinances  of  God.''     What  think 
we    of    his   throwing  in    thofe  qualifying 
ExprefTions  ?   "  The  doing  Good,  as  'tis-p.sz. 
*'  called,    i.  e.    the   u(ing   the   Means    of 
'*  Grace,  and  helping  our  Neighbour  ; — 4  Joum. 
"  what  is  called  Si  virtuous  Life. — Doing  pi^-^' ^^. 
"  Good,   or,  ufing   the  Means  of  Grace,  count, 
"  in    Works   of    Piety    fo    called,    or   of  P-  4- 
"  Charity."     Doth    not   all   this  tend  to 
di/parage  and  depreciate  good  Works,  and 
to  flacken   the  Obligation  to  Perfo}-ma?ice 
pf  thqm  ? 

As 
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As    to    the  ^ejiion^    whether   we  are 
juftified  and  faved  by  Faith  only,    or  by 

1  -Dt^Ying,  Faith  and  Works  -,  —  "  Mr.  Whitefield  de- 
p-  5^-  dares  for  being  juftified  by  Faith  only  j 
See  Wefl.  which  was  the  more  extraordinary,  fays  he, 
4  Journ.  bccaufe  my  Friends  at  Oxford  had  rather 
P-4I-      inclined  to   the   Myftic   Divinity r     [Ob- 

ferve  by  the  Way,  though  this  Myjlic 
Divinity  was  once  the  Methodifis  DoBrine  ; 

2  Journ.  yet,  fays  Mr.  Wejley,  "  I  declare  in  my 
p.  26,  27. «  cool  Judgment,  and  in  the  Prefence  of 

"  the  moft  High  God,  that  I  believe  the 
**  Myftic  Writers  to  be  one  Great  Anti- 
"  chrijl:'  So  that  the  Methodifis,  by 
their  own  Confeffion,  were  at  firll  a  Fart 
cj  the  great  Antichrift.'\ 

And  however  Mr.  Weftey  may  have  ex-^ 
plained  St.  James,  as  the  great  Antidote 
againft  omitting  good  Works ;  I  don't  find 
that  either  he,  or  Mr.  Whitefield,  have 
ever  cited  thofe  exprefs  PafTages  (Chap.  ii. 
14,  24.)  "  What  doth  it  profit,  though 
"  a  Man  fay  he  hath  Faith,  and  have 
**  not  Works  ?  Can  Faith  fave  him  ?  Ye 
"  fee  then,  how  that  by  Works  a  Man  is 
**  juftified,  and  not  by  Faith  onlyT 

If  they  have  any  where  cited  thefe  Faf- 
fages,   they  have  only  confuted  themfehes. 

4 Journ.   For  Mr.    Wefiey  affirms,    that   "the  Con-. 

P- '  7-      *'  dition  of  our  Juftjfication  is  Faith  alone,  and 

3  Journ.  «<  not  Good  Works :  That  the  moft  deftruBive 
P-  75-      «c  Qf  all  thofe  Errors,    which  Romcy    the 

Mother 


(  15'  ) 

'*  Mother  of  Abominations,  hath  brought 
"  forth  ( compared  to  which,  Tranfub- 
**  Jiantiation^  and  a  hundred  more,  are 
"  Trifles  light  as  Air )  is,  that  we  are 
"  J^Pifi^^  h  T^orks^  or  ( to  exprefs  the 
"  Thing  a  little  more  decently)  by  Faith 
"  andWoxksr 

Upon  which  Words  give  me  Leave  to 
make  a  Remark.  Mr.  Wejley  hath  told 
us,  that  "  the  Methodijlsy  (  and  himfelf^  Journ. 
among  them)  had  wandered  many  T>^riP^S-4'- 
in  the  new  Path^  of  Salvation  by  Faith 
and  Works-,  before  God  (hewed  them  the 
old  IVayy  of  Salvation  by  Faith  o?ily,'\ 
Whence  we  may  obferve,  that  during 
many  Tears  of  their  Methodijlical  State^ 
(which  was  the  Time  too  of  their  higheji 
Glory  and  Popularity)  they  were  feducing 
their  Difcipks^  according  to  their  own  Con- 
fejjion^  into  the  moft  DejlriiBive  Errors  ; 
Errors,  compared  to  which  all  the  mofi 
wicked  and  Idolatrous  Parts  of  Popery  are 
Trijles  light  as  Air. 

Champion  IVhiteJield  boldly  throws  down 
his  Gantlet,  "who  dares  alTert  that  we^  jou^a. 
"  are  not  Juflified  merely  by  an  A5i  ofp^g'  2. 
"  Faith, —  without  any  Regard  to  PTorks 
"  paft,  prefent,  or  to  come  ?"  But,  I 
apprehend,  it  requires  no  high  Degree  of 
Courage  to  alTert  it,  after  fuch  Authority 
as  that  of  St.  James. 

Again, 
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Again,  concerning  the  nice  Di/iinSiion 
of  the  Methodij'is  in  doing  good  Works,  but 
not  triifting  in  them  ;  —  Mr.  Wef.ey  men- 
tions "  a  Contemplative  Man^  whofc  In- 
ftruftions  he  received  as  the  Words  of  God  -, 
but,  fays  he,  I  cannot  but  now  obferve, 
that  he  fpoke  fo  incaiitioiijly  asjainft  triifiing 
in  outward  Works,  that  he  difcouraged  me 
from  doing  them  at  all''  And  have  he^  or 
liis  Friends,  much  mended  the  Matter? 
1  Dealing."  When  Mr.  Whitefield  had  refolved  to 
^^'  ^^'  leave  off  Forms,  Public  Worjljip,  and  other 
Works;  Mr.  Wejley  advifed  him  to  r^- 
fume  all  his  Externals,  tho'  not  to  depend 
on  them  in  the  leajl,  "  —  When  the  AIo- 
r avian  Brethren  fay,  "  'tis  impojfible  to  ufe 
the  Means  of  Grace  (  as  Church,  Com- 
munion, Prayer,  Scripture,  &c.)  without 
triijiing  in  them  ; — and  if  a  Man  doth  not 
truji  in  them,  why  doth  he  do  them  ? 
^  {o"'"',  ^^'-  Wejley  only  contends  that  'tis  pojjihle 
io;-  'to  life  them,  without  triijling  in  them." 
And  now,  are  not  fuch  d^Jparaging  Ex- 
fre[lions  (not  to  truft  in  them  in  the  leajl, 
a  mere  ^oJJihiUty  of  ufing  them  without 
triifiing  in  them)  a  great  DifcOuragement 
to  the  PraBice .?  The  plain  Truth  is, 
we  cannot  truft  in  good  Works,  nor  yet  in 
Faith,  as  the  meritorious  Caufe  of  our  Jufti- 
fication  and  Salvation  :  The  Sacrifice  of 
Chrift  alone  is  iach  :  But  we  muft  fo  jar 
truft  in  both,   as  the  iicceffary  'Terms  a'nd 

Conditions, 
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Conditions 'y  without  which  we  cannot  be 
faved.  And  when  our  Chwch  afferts  our 
being  jujiijied  or  ja^ced  by  Faith  alone ^  as 
diftinguifhed  from  the  Works  of  the  Law, 
or  mere  moral  Righteoufnefs  j  it  means 
fuch  a  Faith,  as  worketh  by  Love  j  Faith 
including  good  Works,  or  in  conjunSiion  with 
them.  When  St.  Faul  Hkewife  teacheth 
ytijiijication  by  Faith  only,  and  not  by  Works  -, 
'tis  manifefl  that  he  means  the  Works  of 
the  Mojaic  Law,  and  not  the  Works  of 
moral  Duties,  ov  virtuous  ASf ions.  "  The^,  . 
"  Works  of  the  Law  are  indeed  fometimes  Lea.  * 
"  named  only  Works.  But  the  whole  P- » ^4- 
"  Tenor  of  the  Epiflle,  (to  the  Romans) 
"  and  the  Co;zf<'^/,  always  fliewsthofe/For^i 
"to  be  the  Works  of  the  Mofaic  Law. 
"  Nay,  thofe  Works  are  not  only  diflinguifJo- 
"  edfrom  the  Evangelical,  which  are  called 
*'  Good  Works ;  but  they  are  exprefsly  op- 
*'  pofed  to  them,  as  Wrong  to  Right  :— 
*'  as  particularly,  Ephef.  n.  9,  10.  Not  qf 
*'  Works,  [thefe  are  the  Works  of  the  Law] 
"  leaf  any  Man  /hould  boa/l.  For  we  are 
*'  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  Good  Works. 
"  —  [Theie  are  the  Works  of  the  Gofpel.Y 
I  have  this  from  Dr.  Heylin-,  who  adds, 
"  I  have  judged  it  neceflary  to  take  Notice 
"of  an  Error,  which  has  been  mif- 
"  chievoufly  fpread,  and  incautioufly  ad- 
"  mitted,  that  the  Works  of  the  Law,  and 
"  good  Works,  are  the  fame." — 

X  What 
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What  is  otherwife  Matter  of  Contro« 
verly,  feems  to  me  either  wrdJigling  about 
Words^  or  paving  the  Way  to  dangerous 
Delufiom.  In  the  mean  Time,  'tis  fome- 
thing  ilrange  (  if  among  Methodifts  and 
Papijis  any  thing  can  be  flrange)  that  after 
fo  many  and  unanfvverable  Writings  of  our 
Divines  againfl:  the  Merit  of  good  Works, 
we  fhould  ht  charged  with  fetting  too  high 
a  Value  upon  them ;  and  that  the  Me-^ 
thodijls^  who,  in  Agreement  with  Papijls^ 
talk  of  arriving  at  Perfeciion,  and  an  im-^ 
jmning  State,  fhould  fo  undervalue  and 
' difparqge  them :  — -  unlefs  they  mean  a 
Perfection  dejlitute  of  good  Works. 

We  might  produce  various  Injlances  of 
F,nthufiafts  among  Papijts,  &c.  fuch  as 
thofe  Mendicant  Fryers  the  Fratricelliy  the 
Alumhrado' s  or  llluminati  of  Spain  \  who 
were  ftifF  Maintalners  of  PcrfeBion\  in 
which  Situation  they  were  ah^ve  Ordi?2ances 
of  Church  or  State^  above  the  Exercife  of 
moral  Virtues :  looked  on  natural  Inclina- 
tiions  as  indifferent  Things ;  and  fo  deemed 
Wiclciin  Mixtures  as  no  Sins.  'Tis  to  be 
hoped  not  many  of  our  Methodifls  will  be 
carried  to  thefe  Lengths.  But  they  may 
be  put  in  Miiid  of  Buliop  StiUingfieet\ 
v.'.rks,  Words ',  *'  'Tis  an  eafy  Way  of  Salvation, 
__  jt),  57.  "  if  no  more  were  required  to  Men's  Hap- 
"  pmefs  but  a  Farley  and  flrong  Opinion, 
\'-  which  they  will  eafily  call  Believing. — 

"        **  Suc.l> 


'*  Such  as  make  no  other  Condition  of  the 
"  Gofpel  but  BeUt^ing^  and  will  fcarce 
'^  allow  that  to  be  called  a  Conditio?!^  ought 
*'  to  have  a  sreat  Care  to  keen  their  Hearts 
"  founder  than  their  Heads  :  for  their  only 
*'  Security  will  lie  in  thisj  that  they  are 
"  good,  though  they  fee  no  Nccejjity  of 
"  being  fo.  And  fuch  of  all  others,  1 
"  grant,  have  Reafon  to  acknowledge  the 
"  Irrcpftahle  Power  of  Divine  Grace^ 
*'  which  enables  them  to  obey  the  Will 
*^  of  G(5i/ao;ain{l  the  Di<^ates  of  their  own 
"  Judgment sy  There  may  be  Reafon  for 
fome  fuch  Caution ;  when,  befides  the 
Peculiarities  in  the  Methodifls  Is^otion  of 
Faith,  they  talk  with  fuch  Contempt  of 
"  your  Workers,  and  good  Livers ;"  while 
they  have  good  Mopes  of  Perfons  of  a  pro- 
fejj'edly  ^wicked  and  debauched  Life.  They 
have  told  us,  ''  how  apt  the  Devil  is  to 
drive  Men  into  Extremes -f  they  know 
from  Nature  and  Experience  that  one  Ex^ 
tre?ne  begets  anotl^r -^  and  thejice  infer, 
that,  one  Time  or  other,  immoderate  Vi^ 
cioufnefs  will  rebound  into  their  Enthufiajiic 
Madnefs. 

To  proceed.  Without  infifting,  as  an 
Encouragement  to  Si.i,  on  Mr.  Wefley^ 
Defcription  of  "  the  State  of  thofe  whoj/^^^l^^ 
have  Forgivcnefs  of  Sins,  but  not  a  clean 
Heart,  even  a  Heart  dejperately  wicked  j  — 
yet  need  not  doubt,  or  fear  :  "  — ■  Let  me 
X  2  infert 
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infert  here  a  pretty  remarkable  PafTage  of 
his  J  which,  though  perhaps  not  any  Ob- 
jiruB'ion  to  Methodifm^  is  evidently  fo  to 
Religion  i  and  a  good  Life :  "I  heard  a 
,."  Sermoijj  wherein  it  was  afTerted,  that 
"  our  Repentance  was  not  Sincere,  but 
"  Feigned  and  Hypocritical,  i/?,  Ifwere- 
^''  lapfed  into  Sin  fooji  after  repenting : 
"  Erpecially  if,  2^/v,  we  did  not  avoid  all 
"  Occafio7js  oi  S)\n ',  or  if,  'T^dly^  \vq  relapfed 
"  frequently  ;  and  moft  of  all,  if,  4/^/y,  our 
"  Hearts  were  hardened  thereby."  One 
would  think  this  no  bad  Divinity  :  but 
it  feems  not  a  Word  of  it  is  true.  For  he 
adds,  **  O  what  a  Hyprocrite  have  I  been 
"  (if  this  be  {o)  for  near  Twice  Ten  Tears  I 
*^  but  I  k7iow  it  is  not  fo."  He  is  at 
Liberty  to  fpeak  for  himfelf  -,  but,  I  appre- 
hend, has  no  Authority  to  include  every 
cne  ;  notwithftanding  his  Politivenefs.  "  I 
"  know  every  one  tinder  the  Law  is  even  as 
"  I  was.  Every  one  when  he  begins  to 
**  fee  his  fallen  State,  and  to  feel  the 
**  Wrath  of  God  abiding  on  him,  relapfes 
'*  into  the  Sin  that  moft  eafily  befets  him, 
"  foon  after  repenting  of  it.  Sometimes 
*'  he  avoids,  and  at  many  other  Times 
"  cannot  perfwade  himfelf  to  avoid  the 
'^  Occafions  of  it.  Hence  his  Relapfes  are 
**  frequent,  and  of  Confequence  his  Heart 
*'  is  hardened  more  and  more.  And  yet 
**  all   tbis   Time   he  is   Sincerely  ftriving 

again  ft 
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*'  againft  Sin  . Nor  can  he,   with  all 

"  his  Sincerity^  avoid  any  one  of  thefe 
"  four  Marks  of  Hvpocrify  ;  'till  being 
''^Ju/hfied  by  Faith,  &c." 

Strange  Account  of  the  Progrefs  into 
Methodifm,  and  its  peculiar  Notions  of 
Faith,  &c  !  —  Strange  Agreement  and  Con- 

fijiency  of  Sincerity  with  relapfing  foon,  re- 
iapfing  frequently,  not  avoiding  the  Occa- 

Jions  of  Sin,  and  with  hardening  the  Heart 
more  and  more:  all  without  any  Danger 
of  Hypocrify  !  Near  Twice  Ten  Tears  !  (and 
God  knows  many  more  our  Cafuift  may 
grant)  a  fair  Allowance  for  continuing  in 
this  Sincere,  hardened  State !  All  necejjary 
and  unavoidable !  Thofe  Gentle  Ccnfejjors 
the  Jefuits  could  fcarce  have  granted  Sal- 
nation  upon  eaiier  Terms.  Have  no  Doubt 
or  Fear,  ye  Methodifls,  though  for  fuch  a 
Length  of  Years  ye  have  an  evil  and  unclean 
Heart.  Remember  your  Teacher'^  Words, 
"  Was  there  ever  fo  pleajing  a  Scheme^'* 
Pleaiing  indeed,  thus  to  be  going  into  Fer- 
fection,  thus  to  be  Ajjured  of  Salvation  ! 

Hear  again  a  more  particular  Injiance, 
with  Refped:  to  the  Holy  Conwiunion.  "  A^i?^  joum. 
previous  Frcparation,  fays  Mr.  Wefey,  «op-46, 4> 
Fitnefs  is  required  at  the  Ti?t}e  of  Communi- 
cating, but  a  Senfe  of  our  State,  of  our 
utter  Sinfulnefs  and  Helplefnefs  :  Every 
one  who  knows  he  is  fit  for  Hell,  being 
juft  fit  to  come   to    Chrijl,    in   this   and 

all     . 
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all  other  Ways  of  his  Appointment." 
What  a  pleafing,  and  yet  how  Incomparable 
a  Comment  is  this  upon  St.  Faid\  Direction 
for  a  Man  to  examine  himfelf  in  order  to 
receive  worthily :  and  not  to  receive  tin- 
worthily,  which  is  eat i fig  and  drinking 
'Damnation  to  himfelf  I  But  hold  :  let  us 
hear  Mr.  Wefefs  Reafo?i  againfi  any  Pre^ 
paration :  "  Becaufe  we  come  to  his 
"  Table,  not  to  give  him  any  Thing,  but 
**  to  receive  whatever  he  pleafes  to  give.'* 
A  moft  excellent  Illuf  ration  by  this  ftriB 
Churchman  of  the  Words  in  our  Communion- 
Serviee,  "  Here  we  offer  and  prefent  unto 
"  TheCj  O  Lord,  ourfelves,  our  Souls  and 
"  Bodies,  to  be  a  reafonable,  holy,  and 
"  lively  Sacrifice  unto  'Thee  I  " 

Surely  this  may  jufily  be  compared  with 
that  Popi/lj  DoBrine^i  that  the  Efficacy   of 
the  Sacrame?it  is  produced,  as  it  were,  by  a 
Charm,    ex  opere  operate,    i,  e.    from   the 
mere  doing  of  the  Work,  without  any  Re- 
gard to   the   FitJiefs  of  the  Receiver.      It 
.  perfedly   accords    with  that  of  their  bold 
Champion  Gregory  de  Valentia,  who  affirms. 
Vol.  ly.  ^^^^  tc  Contrition   (a  Sorrow   for  Sin  pro- 
ceeding from   the   hove   cf  God)    is    not 
neceffary  towards   receiving  the  Benefit  of 
the  Sacraments  :   but  rather  hinders  it  j  and 
that  it  would  be  abfurd  to  require  it."- — 
De  Paenit.  And  that  of  Morinus,  "  That  the  Elxcel- 
hb.  8.      lence  and  Prerogative  of  the  Evangelical 
no.  26.  Sacraments 
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Sacraments  above  the  Legal  {hines  out  prin-, 
cipally  in  this,  that  the  Evangelical  have 
delivered  us  from  the  wojl  grievous  Yoke 
of  Contrition  and  the  hove  of  God,''  Oh  \ 
How  good  a  Thing  is  the  Concord  of 
Brethren  f 

Again.     Mr.  JVeJley  has  taught  us,  that 
Infirmities  are  no  Sins.    An  AfTertion  fome- 
thing  ftrange  from  one  who  hath  fo  ftrongly 
affirmed,    *'  that  our  'whole  Heart  is  alto-  '  J°"^"- 
gether  corrupt  and  abominable,  and  con-^' 
fequently  our  whole  Life :  —  all  our  Works,  3  Journ. 
the  moft  fpecious  of  them,  our  Righteouf-^'  ^^'^°^ 
nefs,    our  Prayers,    needing  an  Atonement 
themfelves :  —  all  our  Works  and  Tempers  2  Joum. 
evil  continual^ — ."     But  my  Objedion  toP*^^' 
it  is,  that  'tis  a  Loop-hole  to  creep  out  of 
every  Moral  and  Religious  Obligation.     By 
Means    of    this  Dodrine    Mr.   Whitefield 
en  illy  got  rid  of  his  Word  and  Promife  ; 
''  He   faid.    That  Promife  was  only    an'^f^y* 
Eff'eSi  of  human  JVeaknefs ;  and  he  was  novft^^j]^' 
oi another  Mind'' 

The  fame  Excuje  will  ferve  on  all  Oc- 
cafions  ;  efpecially  in  Sins  which  more 
eafily  befet  this  SeSf,  not  very  remarkable 
for  the  Gift  of  Chafiity.  Their  Famous 
Methodifi-Teacher  at  Saiifhu^y  ( whom  I 
mentioned  before,  Parti.  Page  71.)  was  in- 
deed above  m^iVJing  this  paltry  Excufe-,  above 
the  fneaki?2g  Submiffion  of  Remorfe  and 
Repentance  J  for  his  Adulteries.     Being  de- 

teSledy 
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teBed,  ht  preached  publickly  in  Defence  of 
Plurality  of  Women,  under  the  Name  of 
Wives.  And  inftead  of  taking  Shajne  ioh\n\- 
felf,  hath  in  a  Shamelefs  Manner  Printed 
and  Publiftied  his  Infamous  fujiification  of 
Bigamy :  Which  Treatife  ( fuch  is  his 
Modejiy)  he  difperfeth  about,  to  my  cer- 
tain Knowledge,  with  his  own  Hand. — 
A  Treatife,  not  putting  in  any  Decent  Plea 
for  the  Lawfulnejs  of  having  a  Multiplicity 
cf  Women  ;  but  audacioufly  Condemning 
the  Defenders  of  the  Matrimonial  ContraB 
between  one  and  one,  as  ^'  weak  and  wicked 
Men,  Traytors  to  God,  guilty  of  egregious 
Folly  and  Fahhood, — of  a  Religious  Mad- 
nefs,  —  the  niojl  horrible  Deliifion  that  the 
Devil  and  his  Emifjaries  can  propagate.'' 

At  this  Rate,  if  this  New  Breviary  fe- 
ciinditni  ufum  Sariim  fliould  get  Ground, 
the  Methodijl  -  Teachers  may  foon  be  as 
generally  Scandalous,  as  they  have  wified, 
and  prayed.  We  fliall  hence  conceive  no 
very  favourable  Opinion  of  their  Love- 
Feajis,  and  ]Slo5lur?ial  Meetings :  We  fhall 
be  convinced  what  Sort  of  Men  are  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  weak  Side  of 
human  Nature,  in  more  Senfes  than  one  ; 
And  all  of  us  Ihould  attend  to  *'  Chrijl's 
Pr edition  and  Warning  concerning  the 
Falfe  Prophets,  who  (if  poffible)  fliould 
deceive  the  very  EleSi.  Wherefore,  if  they 
fay  unto  you,  behold  he  is  in  the  Defert,  go 

not 
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Hot  forth :    behold  he  is  in  the  Secret  Cham- 
bers ;  bclie've  it  ncty 

Many  Authors  have  (hewn  a  7iatural 
Conne(^ion  between  Enthiijiafin  and  Im- 
purity. And  'tis  obfervable  in  FaB^  that 
a  Multiplicity  of  Wives^  and  promifcuous 
Ule  of  Women,  has  been  the  Favourite 
Tenet  of  rnoft  Fanatical  SeBs : — The  Nice- 
laitanSy  Gnoftics^  Montanifts^  Valentinians, 
&c.  Some  of  whom  have  maintained  it 
not  merely  as  Lawful^  but  as  neceff'ary  to 
PerJeBion  : — It  was  the  grand  Allurement 
to  embrace  Mahometifm  :  —  Was  the  pro- 
felTed  Dodrine  of  modern  Enthufiajls ;  as 
yohn  of  Leydcn,  David  George^  &c.  who  Dr.  More, 
warmly  taught  that  no  Man  was  confined  to^^^'^l' 
one  Woman',  but  that  Procreation  was  a 
free  Things  in  common  to  all  that  are  born 
again ^  or  regenerated  by  the  Spirit  of  David 
:  George  :  —  Was  zealoufly  inculcated  and 
defended  in  Prints  as  \vell  as  exemplified 
in  PraSfice,  by  Mr.  LacVj  fo  famous  a- 
mong  the  French  Prophets  j  whofe  Mantle 
has  been  taken  up  by  iV- — .  H — ■-.  And  all 
of  them  were  fond  of  employing  the  Sex 
as  their  Etnifaries^  to  prepare  the  ..Minds 
of  their  Acquaintance  for  Conveifion. 

How  the  Cafe  ftunds  in  FaB^  as  to  the 
Number  of  Converts  among  the  Methodifls^ 
and  real  Reformation  oj  Life  to  the  certain 
and  known  Duties  of  the  Gcfpely  is  Matter 
t>f  difHcult  Determination.  But,  from 
Y  what 
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what  Enquiry  I  can  make,  there  is  no 
Reafon  to  think  them  better,  for  the 
GeneraUty,  than  their  Neighbours.  Super- 
ftitious  Zeal  for  Trifles,  imfcriptural  Pecu- 
liarities,  high  FHghts  in  Words,  and  Boaft- 
ings  of  FerfeEiion  as  promifed  to  all,  and 
the  hke ;  — of  thefe  there  is  no  Want.  But 
when  we  confider  their  black  Art  of  C^- 
lumnw  and  various  Kinds  of  Uncharitable- 
Tiefs  in  a  high  Degree ;  their  exceffive 
^ride  and  Vanity  %  their  Scepticifms,  Doubts 
and  Disbeliefs  of  God  and  Chrifl -^  their 
diforderly  Pradiices,  and  Contempt  of  Au- 
thority ;  their  Divifions,  Confufions,  bitter 
Envyings  and  inveterate  Broils  among 
themfelves  5  Coohefs,  at  leaft,  for  good 
"Works,  and  uncommon  Warmth  for  fome 
very  had,  &c.- — Of  thefe  likewife  there  is 
no  Want. 

If  we  take  Mr.  Weflef^  own  Account, 
it  falls  very  fhort  of  any  Conftderable  Re^ 
^Farther  formation.  He  owns  "  among  them  Sin- 
Appeai.  c<  jjgj.g  (jf  every  Kind  j  and  the  great 
"  Stumbling-block  by  them  that  jay  and  do 
"  7iot.  Such  I  take  for  granted,  fays  he, 
**  will  be  among  us,  altho'  we  purge  them 
*'  out  as  fafl:  as  we  can  j  Perfons  that  talk 
*'^  much  of  Religion,  that  commend  the 
"  Preachers,  perhaps  are  diligent  in  hearing 
"  them  ;  read  all  their  Books,  and  fing  their 
"  Hymns ;  and  yet  710  Change  is  wrought  in 
"  their  Hearts.     Wer«  they  of  old  Time  as 

^,-''       "  Lions 
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*^  Lions  in  their  Houfes?  They  are  the 
**  fame  ftill. — Slothful,  intemperate,  trick- 
"  ing  or  difhoneft,  over-reaching  or  op- 
^*  preffive  ?  The  Ethiopian  hath  not  changed 
"  his  Skin.  Were  they  (in  high  Life) 
''  dellcate>  felf-indulgent,  fond  of  Trijles 
"  or  their  own  dear  Perfons  ?  The  Leopard 
"  hath  7iot  changed  her  Spots. —  Others,  in 
"  whom  there  was  a  real  Change.  But  it 
"  was  only  for  a  Seafon.  They  are  now 
"  turned  back,  and  are  twojold  more  the 
"  Children  of  Hell  than  before  J" 

Whence  we  may  infer,  that  our  New 
Reformers  have  made  but  a  flow  and  flight 
Progrefs  in  the  real  'Reformation  of  Man- 
ners. We  read  that  *'  the  Df'-JzV  findins;  a  Franc, 
certain  fefuit  to  have  an  Intimate  C,om'  J^"^^^^ 
munication  with  God,  endeavoured-  to  cool 
his  Zeal  by  throwing  a  Bucket  of  Water 
upon  his  Head  through  the  Roof  of  the 
Houfe."  But  whatever  Occafion  Some  of 
our  Methodifts  Ardors  and  Peculiarities 
may  have  for  Water ^  the  Devil,  I  am  per.- 
fwaded,  will  not  he  fond  of  bringing  his 
Bucket',  and  th^ir  Zeal  for  good  Works 
having  no  Need  of  a  Cooler,  he  may  fave 
himfelf  the  Trouble.  'Tis  well,  upon  the 
whole,  if  they  are  not  rather  Htfiderers 
than  Tromoters  of  Morality  and  Virtue. 

Their  Friend   Madam  Boiirignon,    who 

was  engaged   in  fuch  another  ^FrojeH,  not 

oply  confefleth  her  frequent  Reiapfes  into 

Y  2  Sin  5 
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Sin ;  but  the'  little  Good^  or  rather  much 
Harm^  ail  her  Inftrudions  had  done  :  "  I 
"  exercifed  myfelf  about  nine  Tears  in 
"  teaching  the  Ignorant,  without  profiting 
*'  any  Tiling  in  the  Salvation  of  their 
"  SoulSo  On  the  Contrary,  I  had  the  Dif- 
"  fatisfaction  to  hear  fome  of  them  fay, 
**  to  whom  I  had  fhewn  the  Chrijiian 
"  DoBrine  and  Virtues,  That  they  could 
''  710111}  do  greater  Evils,  than  they  could 
*/  do  before  ;  becaufe  now  they  could  cover 
"  their  Wickedneffes  with  /eig?2ed  Virtues  j 
"  which  they  could  not  do  before  they 
?'  learned  to  talk  of  Virtue." 

§.  21.  There  is  however  Reafon  to 
believe  that  the  good  Work  of  Popery  is 
carrying  on,  from  fome  of  their  Tenets  and 
PraBices  ;  over  and  above  their  Stringing 
one  Extravagance  upon  another,  in  Con- 
formity with  the  Papal  Fanatics ;  which 
hath  been  evidently  ihewn  through  the 
whole  Comparifon. 

To  this  Purpofe  it  might  be  remarked 
(what  is  manifeftiy  true)  that  in  their 
feveral  Anfwers  and  Defences,  a  Strain  of 
yefuitical  Sophiftry,  Artifice  and  Craft, 
Evafion,  Referve,  Equivocation,  and  Pre- 
varication, is  of  conf^ant  Ufe.  But  to  wave 
Journ.  this;  —  *'  When  a  Methodifi  was  receiving 
\  1 6,  1 7- the  Sacr ardent,  God  was  pleafed,  (fays 
Mr.   Wefley)    to    let  him   See  a   Crucified 

Saviour  ^ 
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Saviour ;  he  faw  the  Fountain  opened  in 
his  Side." — "  How  often  (fays  Mr.  IVhite-'^^'^^^^^ 
field)  at  the  Bjarly  Sacraments  have  wep^^^z"^* 
feen  'Jefiis  Chriji  Crucified^  and  evidently 
f^t  forth  before  us  ?"  Upon  this  I  afked, 
*'  Whether  this  did  not  encourage  the 
Notion  of  a  real  Corporal  Frefence  in  the 
Sacrifice  of  the  Mafs;  and  was  not  as  good 
an  Argument  for  T^ranfubjtantiation^  as  the 
it^tx-AfleJldly  Appearances  produced  by  the 
Papijls  ? "  To  which  I  now  add,  that 
JMr.  Whitefield  mentions  only  particular 
Times  and  Places^  when  "  the  Sacr anient s^^^^\ 
were  thus  exceeding  awfiid.  It  was  at 
Cripplegate,  St.  Anne's,  and  Fojier-Lane, 
and  early,  when  they  faw  'Jefus  Chi'ifi 
Crucified,  evidently. "  Which  implieth, 
that  they  had  not  the  Favour  of  this  evident 
Corporal  Sight  of  Chrifi  at  other  Tijnes, 
and  Places  5  though  they  muft  have  re- 
ceived the  Sacrament  frequently  at  many 
Places  befides. 

And     this     perfedly    tallies    with     the 
Papifis ;  who  had  not  always  2.  View   of 
the   Corporal  Prefince  in   the  Maf  ;    but 
pnly  at  Some  Places,  -s^.^^l  particular  Favour, 
on    fpecial  Occafions  -,     as   to   confirm  the 
Doubtful,    convert  the  Unbelieving,    ^c. 
Thus  St.  Terefa  fays,  that  in  a  "  particular  Life, 
Monaflcry,    the  building  whereof  flie  had^^^'/^' 
negociatcd  with  God, — among   other  Fa-     ' 
yours  to  hcrfelf  and  Society,  was  the  per- 


ceiving 
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deivlng  the  Perfo7t  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  the 
Sacrament^  fo  as  to  perceive  vijibly  his 
Corporal  Prefence ,  fo  generally  and  or-^ 
dinarily,  that  we  found  the  BleJJed  Sacra-, 
vtent  never  had  wrought  fuch  an  EfFe<St 
upon  us  in  any  ^lace^  as  here." 

We  may  fee  in  Mr.  Wejlefs  Writings^ 
that  he  was  once  a  Jirici  Churchman^  has 
gradually  relaxed-,  put  on  a  more  Catholic 
Spirit^  tending  at  length  to  Roman  Ca^ 
tholic.  People  of  every  Communion  are  a-r 
mong  his  Difciples ;  and  he  fomewhere 
rejedts  with  Indignation  any  Delign  to 
convert  others  from  any  Communion  :  and 
confequently  not  from  PQpe?y.  On  the 
Contrary,  we  find  no  fmall  Tendency  to  if. 
For  Inftance,  By  Praying  for  the  Dead. — • 
In  his  Prayers  for  every  Day  in  the  Weeky 
we  have  thefe  Words,  "  Laftly,  I  com- 
*'  mend  to  thy  Mercy  the  Souls  of  all  that 
"  are  departed  this  Life  in  thy  true  Faith 
**  and  Fear."  This  DodVrine,  'tis  true, 
is  of  pretty  early  Antiquity  :  (I  think  Ter- 
tullianj  a  Montantjiy  is  the  fi'*ft  that  men- 
tions it :)  but  it  was  not  made  an  Article 
of  Faith  till  the  i2eiv  Papijiical  Creed  was 
invented.  And  Mr.  Wejley,  (who  tells 
Plain       us   that  "   fome  Fopperies  of  the  Roman 

Account,  Qfj^^^^fj  vjtxQ  in  fome  Meafure  countenanced 
p.  15- 

by  Antiquity'' )  (hould  have  never  counte- 

nanced  a  Dodtrine  which  is  the  Foundation 
of  Purgatory  j  which  has  introduced  Idola- 
try 
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try,  and  from  praying y^r  the  Dead  brought 
Bigots  to  pray  to  them.  He  fhould  not 
propagate  one  of  the  Fa^-jourlte  Manchejter- 
Doiiri?7es  of  Mr,  Deacon,  leading  Men 
certainly  into  facobitifm,  and  probably  into 
Popery.  He  fhould  not  teach  People  a 
Do(flrine,  which  has  no  Manner  of  Founda- 
tion in  Holy  Scripture  j  void  of  Precept 
and  Example  from  the  Oracles  of  God. 
Efpecially  as  he  is  fo  ready  to  appeal,  at 
other  Times,  "  to  the  Law,  and  to  the 
Tejiimony  :''  —  and  has  declared  again  and 
again,    that   the  iVord  of  God  is   his  o«/^Anfwerto 

Rule :  ^^'"'J'^' 

,    p.  38. 

"  Not  even  a  Word  or  Look 

"  Do  I  approve  or  own, 
"  But  by  the  Model  of  thy  Book, 

*'  Thy  Sacred  Book  alone." 

By  Private  Cojfejfion.  —  "  'Tis  one  of  2  Jo^rn. 
their    Fundamental    Rules  in  their  Bands ^'  '7'  '  • 
that  every  one  fpeak    as    freely,     plainly, 
and   concifely  as   he  can,    the   real  State 
of  his  Hearty  with   his  feveral  Temptations 

and  Deliveratices ; ufing   ?20   Ki7id  of 

Referve  : with  the  Faults  they  have 

committed  in  Thought,  Word,  and  Deed, 
and  the  Temptations    they  have   felt ;  -— 
to  anfwer  to   as  many  fearching  ^ejlions  ^^^'"  ^"* 
as  may  be."     And  what  a  Scene  is  hereby     ^" 
difclofed  ?    What  a  filthy  Jakes   opened ; 

when 
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when  the  mofl  fearching  ^efttons  are  afkcd, 

and  anlwered,  without  Rejerve  ?    Such  in- 

■  deed,  as  have  made  Topijh  ConfeJJbrs,  the 

yefuits   efpecially,  fcandahus  through  the 

World, — but  at  the  fame  Time  powerful^ 

and    getting   it   under   their   Girdle    by  a 

Knowledge  of  all  the  Secrets  of  the  Heart. 

Plain  Ace.  Mr.  Wejley  to  this  will  reply,  "  That  the 

p.  1 8.     .  <t  only  Popifi  Confeffion  is,    the  Confejjion 

*^  made  by  a  Jijigk  ^erfon  to  a  Prieji : — 

""  whereas  that  i^;^  pradiice  is,   the  Con- 

*'  feflion  of  feveral  Perfons  conjointly,  not 

."~  to  a  Prieft^  but  to  each  other."     And 

will   Mr.  Wejley  abide  by  this,  and  freely 

anfwer  a  ^efdon  ;    in  Anfwer  to  what  has 

been  affirmed  in  Print  ?     "  After  private 

Confeffions  taken  in  their  ClaJJes^  or  Bands; 

are-,  not  Reports  made  to  Mr.  Wejley  ?    Are 

no  Delinquents,  Male  and  Female,  brought 

befo7-e  hlmjeparately^  and  conjejjed  by  himV* 

And   again,    doth   not  fomething    of  this 

Nature   appear  by   his   own    Woi'ds  elfe- 

Fafther     wherc  ?    "  Here   are  Seven  ^bonjand  Per- 

Appeal,     cc  j[-Qj^g  (perhaps  fomcwhat  more)  of  whom 

^■**^'      "  I  take  Care,  watching  over  their  Souls, 

"  as     he    that   mud  give   Account.      In 

"  order  hereto  it  lies  upon  me  (fo  I  judge) 

"  at   the  Peril  of  my  own  Salvation,  to 

"  know  not  only  their  Names,  but  their 

"  Outward  and  Inward  States ^  their  Diffi- 

**  cultles  and  Dangers,      Otherwife   how 

**  can   I   knew   how    to  guide   them    a- 

"  right  ? 
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*'  right?  &c."  What  wicked  Ufes  have? 
been  made  of  this  Engine  by  Topiflj  Guides, 
made  neceffary  under  ^zin.  oi  Damnation ^  I 
need  not  fay  :  and  fliall  only  tranfcribe  an 
Account  from  Matthew  Paris,  concerning  p.  693—5 
the  Francifcans^  or  Fryers  Minor s^  the^'t- 
Itinerant  Spiritual  Guides  of  thofe  Days/'''* 
"  They  procured  from  His  Holing fs  the 
"  P(?/)^  the  Privilege  of  Pr^<?^:j6/;2'^,  hearing 
*'  ConfeJJions,  and  enjoining  'Fenances^  in 
*'  England;  to  the  great  Injury  of  the 
**  Parochial  Minifiers :  —  Perfons  worthy 
*'  of  this  ?7ew  Frivilege,  as  being  raifed 
"  tip  by  the  Lord,  and  not  feeking  their  own^ 
"  but  the  Things  of  Jefus  Chrift.  The 
"  Itinerants^  flufhed  and  exalted  hereby, 
"  demanded  to  Preach  and  Confefs  every- 
**  where,  without  Contradidion ;  and  to 
*'  be  received  as  Angels  of  God:  They 
"  faucily  and  impudently  proclaimed  the 
"  EJiabliJhed  Clergy  to  be  blind  Leaders 
"  of  the  Blind;  and  fay  to  the  People, 
"  Come  to  us,  who  are  able  to  diftinguifli 
"  Leprofy  fro?n  Leprofy  ;  to  whom  arduous 
"  Difficulties y  and  the  Secrets  of  God  have 
"  been  revealed.  Hence  Men  and  Women 
*'  loft  all  due  Refpe(5l:  for  their  Troper 
**  Faflors  J  and  going  to  one  of  thefe 
**  Rambling  Fryers,  whom  perhaps  they 
"  might  never  fee  more,  confefled  all  to 
*'  them  without  Shame  or  Blufhing.  By 
*♦  thefe  Means  Sin  more  copioufly  abound- 
2  *!  cdi 
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^^  cd  J  diViA'tht  Itinerants  grew  exceflively 
*^  Imperious  and  Infolent." 

Another  Tendency  to  Popery  appears,  by 
the  Notion  of  a  Single  Drop  of  Chrijl's 
JBlood  being  a  Siifficient  Atonement  for  the 
Sins  of  the  whole  World.  For  however 
piou{  this  may  feem  ;  'tis  abfolutely  Falfcy 
and  Tapifticah  Falfe -j  and  betraying  a 
Fundamental  Ignorance  of  our  'Redemption  : 
becaufe  it  was  -  the  «S'^cr{)^<:^  of  the  Death 
of  Chrijl  that  procured  our  Remiffion 
and  Atonement.  And  Fapijlical;  being 
broached  by  a  Fope^  and  for  a  wicked 
Purpofe.  Mr.  JVefey  tells  of  a  Methodift, 
1>  Jo""""-  who  "  bjeWy  and  was  fure^  that  if  he  had 
^'  ■'''  all  the  Sins  of  thg  World  laid  upon  him, 
one  Drop  oj  Chrijrs  Blood  was  fufficient  to 
atone  /or  all."  ;  Which  Do5irine  comes 
from  Pope  Clement  VI.  in  order  to  fill  his 
Magdxine  of  Pardons  and  Indulgencies,  We 
have  the  whole  in  the  Papal  Canon  Law. 
FiXtrav.  Com.  Lib,  V.  Cap.  a.  IJnigenitus. 
]^'^heS.o}i,ofGodj  though,  a  moderate 
?';  Drop  of  his  Blood  would  have  fufficed 
V-.  for  the  Redemption  of  ail  Mankind, 
?;',  yet  died  the  whole.  That  therefore  the 
^■' ■Remainder  of -his  Blood  [all  above  that 
^y^Drop]  might  iiot  be  unprofitable,  vain 
^' .  ar^d  fuperfiuous,  it  was  left  as  a  Ireafure 
-'  t^  th^  Church.  —  Which  Treafure  Chrift 
'^^-  did  not  hide  in  a  Napkin,  or  in  a.  Field  i 
^  ■  but-  comniitted  it  to  St.  Peter  the  Key^ 

*'  kecpe^ 
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keeper  of  Heaven^    and  to  his  Siiccejjor^ 
Chrijl's  Vicars  on  Earth,  to  be  difpofed 
ot  for  the  Rennjjmi  cf  Sins.     To  which 
Heaf>    of  Treajiire    the  Merits  of    the 
BleJIed  Mother  of  God,    and  of  all  the 
EieBy    from  the  firjl  fufi  Man  to  the 
lafl,  are   known  to  make  a  confiderable 
Addition y     You  fee  upon  what  Founda- 
tion are  bullded  the  Popijh  DoSlrine  of 
Merit,  and  Market  of  hidulgencies. 
Of  a  like  Tendency  is   Mr.  Wejlef^  con- 
temptuous  Treatment  of  Right   Opinions  -, 
or  Orthodoxy ;  which  imports  a  right  and 
found  Judgment  in    Matters   of  Doctrine 
and  BeUef  in   the   Gofpel-hijiitution,     He 
exprefsly   fays,    '' 'Tis   a  Point  we   chiefly  ^^^.^  ^^^^ 
*'  inlifl  upon,    that   Orthodoxy,    or  Right  p.  ^, 
"  Opinions,  is,  at  beft,   but  a  've?'y  fender 
*'  Part   of  Religion,    if  any   Part   of  it 
*'  at  all."     The  plain  Conlequence  where- 
of is,  that  teaching  and  believing  x\\q  Funr 
damenfal  Errors    of  Popery,    as   Tranfub- 
fiantiation,   Worjhip  cf  Sai?its  and  Images, 
with  the  whole  Train  of  their  Abominations 
and  Idolatries,  —  are  of  vejy  little  Mo'menty 
if  of  any.     And  he  fpeaks  very  favourably 
of  thefe  Points,  by   telling  us,  "  that  injjourn. 
Comparifon    of  preaching   fujt  if  cation   by?-:S' 
Faith  and  Works,  all  the  Errors  of  Popery^ 
Tranjubllantiation,     and   a   hundred  more, 
are  Trifles  light  as  Air.''     Such  a  ftrange 
Extenuation    of    the     moft    Antickriftian 
Z  2  Sorceries^ 
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Sorceries,  reducing  them  almofl  to  a  ineri 
Nothings  we  find  to  be  the  Effe£i  of  a 
tenacious  Contention  for  Methodijiical 
Fancies. 

Again.  The  MethodiJl-DoBrine  of  Im- 
frejjions  and  Ajjiirances,  &c.  holds  equally 
for  Papal  Enthiifiajis  -,  many  of  them,  par- 
ticularly the  Heaven-taup-bt  Terefa^  having 
affirmed  from  the  fame  Force  of  Imagina- 
iio72,  ^'^  that  they  could  not  fojfibly  have  a 
greater  Certitude  of  any  one  Thing  than  of 
the  Truth  of  the  Topifi  Religion."' 

Their  Sudden  and  Injiantaneous  Conver- 
fans  fland  upon  the  fame  Footing  with 
the  Fopijh,  "  One  Donna  Catharina  being 
intent  on  a  good  Match,  but  cafually 
cafliiig  her  Eyes  on  a  Crucifix,  prefently 
the  Lord  totally  chajiged  her  :  —  and  (he' 
retired  into  a  fecret  Flace  to  pray  ;  where 
the  Devil  exercifed  her  i^ith  notable  De- 
lufions." 

I  fhall  mention  but  one  more  Thing 
(except  what  properly  belongs  to  my  Third 
^nd  laft  Fart)  of  a  Mcthodiftieal  Tendency 
to  Fopery ;.  v/hich  is,  the  Recommendation- 
of  Fopijh  Books.  Many~^fuch  have  of  late 
Years  been  Printed  in  England^  for  the 
JJfe  of  Catholics,  and  Converfion  of  Heretics  t 
which  (as  if  by  CompaB,  or  Sympathy  with 
Methodifm)  are  ftuffed  with  Aridities^  De* 
folations,  and  Defer tions ;  Feelings  and  Af- 
Jurances  -,    Joys,    Raptures,    Vifions ;    Com^ 

municati^ni 


(  173  ) 
munlcathns    with    the  Deityy    Infplratiom^ 
Miracles^  &c.     But  I  fhall  confine  mvfelt' 
to   one    or    two,    recommended    by    Mr. 
Wejley.     One  is,  'The  Life  of  Mr.  dc  Rcnty  ; 
of  which  Mr.  IFe/ky  hath  made  and  Pub- 
lifhed  A?i  Exfracfy  for  the  Benefit  of  his 
Followers.     I  have  not  feen   his  Extra^  : 
but  by  perufing  the  Lije  itfelf,  I  can  eafily 
difcern   the  Rea/ons  of  its  high  Degree  of 
Favour.     For  Mr.  de  Rc?ity  (  a  Fre?ichma?t 
cf  ^ality)  had  a  ftrong  'T:72Bure   of    the 
.F.nthufiajitc  Spirit.     *'  He  hated  a   Coach,  Page  25. 
and  ufed  to  travel  on  Foot.  —  In  his  Way 
towards   FerfeBion^     in   the    Morning   he 
takes    Holy-Water^    goes   to    the    Virgin  s 
Chapel^  places  before  him  an  Image  of  the 
Virgin   holding  her  Son^    as  the  Lady  of 
the  Hotije-,    kifles   the  Earth   before   her; 
and  prays,   Monflra  te  ejj'e  Matrem^  f:ew 
that  you   are  a  Mother  ;    devotes  himfelf 
and  Family   to  her   Service  entirely  -,  pays- P.  26. 
his  Devoirs  to  St.  Jofeph  and  Terefa: — Goes 
forth  whither  God  directs ;  —  prays  for  the 
Dead ;- — leaves  his  Breviary ^  and  ail  Forms  • 
becaufe  they  would  be  a  Hindrance  to  his 
coming  to   God:  —  has  great   h fidelities y 
and  fees  nothing  \>\x\.Vice  and  Sin  in  him  :"■ 
—-yet  declares,  "  I  bear  in  me  Ordinarily  a 
Flenitude  cf  the  moft  Holy  Tri?iity  :  —  By  a' 
Lo^je  of  God  I  enter  into  a  Heat,  and  into 
a  Fire,    and  even  to  my  Fingers  ^nds  feel 
that  all  within  mc  fpeaks    for    its    God: 

Again, 
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P.  39.      Again,     I    have   nothing  fenfible    in   me^ 

F.  38.  and  fall  into  my  own  Nothing?2efsy — He 
wears  an  Iron  Girdle  with  a  double  Rank 
of  long  Prickles,  a  Bracelet  of  the  fame,, 
continually  on   his  Breaft   a  Crucifix,   fet 

p  ^/;^  with  fiarp  Naih  entering  his  Flejh. — "  I 
fhould,  fays  he,  have  great  Pleafure,  if 
it  were  permitted  me,  to  go  naked  in  my 
Shirt  through  the  Streets  oi Paris,  to  make 
myfelf  difeficemed,  and  taken  for  a  Fool. 
Gc^Jfometimes  giving  to  Hoh  Souls  Thoughts 
and  Deiires,  fo  raifed  above  the  common 
Pitch  of  human  Reafon,  as  to  feem  Ex-- 
travagant :  As  before  in  our  Pounder  St. 
Ignatius.'' 

P.  143.  By  Prayer,  he  cures  Difeafi's  the  mod 
defperate  and  extraordinary,  with  unlikely 
P^emedics :  —  is  very  diligent  in  Conijerting 

P.  167.  Protefiants  to  Popery  :  < —  in  Prayer  is  fhewn 
from  God  of  an  Employment  defigned  for 
him  in  the  Indies. 

P.  J72.  A  Lady  difcourfing  with  him  about  pro-* 
curing  Relief  under  great  Pain,  and  find-- 
ing  no  Comfort  from  him,  immediately 
fiie  throws  herfelf  on  her  Knees ;  and  after 
Prayer,  flie  no  longer  fees  Mr.  de  Refify, 
but  in  him  our  Blejjcd  Sa^oiour,  fliining 
with  great  Splendor,  and  faying,  "  Do 
what  niy  Servant  dire&s  thee  :  "  which 
Words,  at  that  very  Inftant,  had  fuch  an 
Effed,  that  her  Pain  vajiiJJjed,  and  fhe 
wsis  filled  'with  God 3  and  Co?iverted. 

He 
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He  could    penetrate    into   the    Inward^-  198—. 
Receps    of   the    Confcience^    and    difcover 
V^o^Xe.'^  Secrets;  —  could  fpeak  Words  In- 
Jpired  at  that  "oery  Hour ;  —  was    Injpired 
with  great  Certitude  what  was  Go^'s  Will. 
God  refidcdj  fpake,  and  aSied  in  him.  —  God^.  218. 
unites  his  Soul  to  himfelf,  admits  him  to 
the  Communion    of    the   Bkffcd  Virgin^ 
Saints,    and  Angels.  —  One  Day,    by  the  p.  225. 
iingular  Bounty  of  God^  he  had  a  View  of 
his  Divine  MajeJJy,  of  John  Baptift,  and 
Sifter  Margaret,  clearly  reprefented.  —  The 
Infant  fefus  Reveals  to  Sifter  Margaret,  that 
Mr.    de  Rc72ty   iliould   thence-forward   be 
guided  by   the  Spirit  of  his  Infancy,  and 
that  He  was  dejcending  to  be  his  Light. — 
After  the  Com?minion  he  fees,  by  an  E?i-  P.  230; 
lightening,  our  Saviour  entire^  i.  e.  all  his 
Myfteries  from  his  Incarnation  to  his  State 
of  Glory.  —  "  The  Divine  Goodnefs  (faith  p.  242; 
he)  worketh  in  me  what  I  am  not  able 
to  exprefs.    I poj'efs  even  the  Bleff'ed  "Trinity  ; 
and  find  diftinftly  in  myfelf  the  Operations 
of  the  Three  Divine  Perfons.  —  /  poftefs  the  p.  299: 
Holy  Trinity  ivith  a  B  knit  tide  cf  Verity  and 
Clearnejs ;  — r-  'tis  a   moji  real  Sight  of  the 
Trinity. 

I    was  never  fo  lumpifk,  both  in  BodyP.  2S0; 
and    Spirit,    as   upon  the  FejUval  of  the 
Blefjcd  Sacrament :  Prefent  at  Service,  Pro- 
^efjion,  Mafs,  Communion ;  but  hke  a  very 
J^eaji,  fenfLfs    (othgrs   too  affeded   with 

the 
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the  like  Stupefaclion)  'till  I  prayed  before 

a  Crucifix. Was  infiantly  cured  of  a 

Rheum  by  going  in  a  Trcceffion,  with  Men 
and  Women  jollowing  Chrijl  with  lighted 
.  "Torches'" 

P.  194..  He  mentions  fome  pious  Soulsy  who  re- 
ceive great  ConJolationSy  and  tafie  ravifinng 
Delights  J  —  but  the  Devil  deceives  them^ 
by  thefe  Gufis.  Though  at  other  Times 
they    fuffer    many    I'empefts  and    Inward 

P.  298.  Tumults^  Defertiojts,  and  Aridities. — Divine 
Love  produceth  the  fame  Effedts  in  the 
Soul,  which  Drunkennefs  does  in  the  Body  ; 
Mirth  J  Lofs  of  Reafcny  and  Oblivion  of  all 
Thifigs. — Objcurities^  Defertions^  &c.  being 
better  than  Gufis  of  Joy  and  Confolations ; 

P.  309—.  therefore  he  was  dead  and  annihilated  to  all 
Gufis  of  Devotion^  to  all  fin  fib  le  Graces  and 
Conjolatio7is^  of  which  our  Lovefick  Souls 
are  fo  greedy.  —  Very  few^,  who  are  not 
Infeiled  with  this  Itch.  ■—  Laftly,    he  fays, 

P.  314.  "  iiW/ itlelf  Ihould  be  my  Paradifie^  if  God 
devoted  me  thither." 

Francis  of  Sales,  a  Canonized  Saint,  is 
another  Papiil  much  commended  by  Mr. 
Wefiey  5  and  '*  who,  he  doubts  not,  is  in 
Abraham's  Bcfom.''  Why  he  is  the  Me^ 
tbodifis  BoJom^Friend  may  ealily  be  feen  by 
looking  into  his  Life^  publilhed  in  Rnglifio 
about  twelve  Years  ago.  "  He  put  him- 
felf  under  the  TroteBion  of  the  Blefj'ed 
Virgin  \    and    was   z.ealoys   in   Converting 

Heretics  .^ 
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Heretics : — was  coming  over  into  Efigland^ 
to  make  a  Convert  of  King  James  I.  of 
whom  there  was  great  Hopes  5  but  faga- 
cioufly  found  out,  it  was  not  God's  'Time. — 
He  was  [like  Mr.  Whitejield^  a  great  Ad- 
mirer of  Caflaniza's  Spiritual  Combat  3  and 
has  many  Combats  with  the  Devil.  —  Had 
his  Fits  of  Joy  and  Tranquility  j  but  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Darknejs  and  Sadnefs,  a  Drynefsy 
and  even  Dijlrujl  of  all  Truth  j  which  he 
imputes  to  Satan^  who  would  perfwade 
him  that  God  had  decreed  his  Damnation. — 
Hence  he  is  feized  with  all  the  Terrors  of  Hell, 
after  being  flushed  with  the  Hopes  of  en- 
joying God : ' —  and  is  caft  into  fuch  a  deep 
Melancholy,  that  nothing  in  Nature  could 
raife  him  j  — he  funk  under  the  Load,  had 
the  Jaundice  from  Head  to  Foot,  —  could 
neither  eat,   drink,  or  deep,  —  Defpair  m 

his  Look, fharp  Tai7is  in    Mind  and 

Body. 

But  the  Blejfed  Virgin  gained  his  Re-- 
cover y :  for,  the  fame  Moment  he  ended 
a  Prayer  to  her,  he  felt  the  Removal  of  the 
Weight. —  But  afterwards  his  Blood  was  fo 
heated,  that  he  fell  into  a  Fever  and  Dyfen- 
tery. 

He  Converted  Seventy -two  Thoufand 
Heretics.  —  Miracidoufly  cures  a  Madman 
in  a  Moment ;  cures  many  of  the  Tooth-achy 
CholiCi  &c.  in  a  Moment, 

A  a  P 


Ha^  ViJfo7t  of  an  Order ^  of  which,  he 
was  tq  he  the  Founder  :  -^  particularly  ad- 
mires the  Order  and  Method  of  the  'Jefidts^ 
whofe  Holy  Founder  ornitted  not  the  leaft 
Thing  that  might  nouriih  Piety.'"  Hence 
probably  Mr.  Wejley  might  learn  *^  what 
good  Order  there  is  even  in  a  Society  of 
Jefuits."  .  ' 

Such  are  the  Perfons  and  Lives  recom- 
mended 40  the  Aft'^^5^//?j ;  which  help  to 
carry  on  Tny  Parallel  \  arid  greatly  con- 
tribute to  the  Service  of  Popery.  Whether 
Mr.  W-^fley  tath  inferted  any  of  the  proper 
J)o5trihes  ofTopery  in  the  former  of  thefe 
Lives y  or  Publijhed  the  lattex^  -^.  I  am  per- 
fedly  ignorant.  But  his  Followers  will 
naturally  conclude,  that  fuch  a  Religion 
can't  be  very  bady  which  nurfeth  up  fuch 
devout  Saints  y  which  breathes  fuch  a  true 
Spirit  of  Methodifni.  They  will  entertain 
-i,  favourable  Opinion^  if  not  a  high  Eficemy 
of  a  Co?nmunion  (the  fefuitical  'Part  of  it 
efpecially)  where  they  iind  the  Gejiuine 
CharaBer^  in  fo  many  Particulars,  of  their 
own  Difpenfation ;  fo  many  Extravagant 
.  Flights  and  Fancies^  fuch  Miraculous  Cures 
by  the  Bleffed  Virgin,  and  other  Saints,  fuch 
A(jiLranceSy  EcJiacieSy  Vifons,  Divine  Com- 
munications ',  together  with  fuch  Tempta-t 
iions.  Infidelities,  Defp airings,  Hellijh  Tor- 
pients,  and  other  Tangs  of  the  New  Birth. 
ThiSj  I  think,  will  be  the  natural  Ten- 
dency^ 
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^ficy^  when  the  He^it  of  fHe  Brani  hath 
JiWcbed  up  their  "Judgment, 
•  The  Charge  of  fome  of  the  angry  Mora-" 
^vhins  again  ft  Mr.  IVeJley  and  Brother  for 
''^reaching  Topery^  is  what  I  don*t  lay  any 
Strefs  upon.  And  I  allow  that  Mr*  Wejley 
hath  difdaimed  Popery  feveral  Times ;  par-  3  Jou^n. 
ticularly  "  its  DiJiing'utJJji?ig  DoBrmeSy  aSpa/ii,„* 
fummed  up  in  the  T%vehe  Articles  which  Appeal, 
the  Council  of  Trent  added  to  the  Creed.'' ^'  '®^* 
And  then  lie  afks,  "  who  can  find  the 
"  leaft  Conne5lion  between  any  of  thefe 
*'  and  the  Dodlrines  of  the  McthdiftsV' 
Some  Connedfion  hath  been  {hewn  through 
this  whole  Comparifon,  Nor  can  there  be 
any  Security  again  ft  -  all  ^opi/h  Errors, 
while  Pretences  to  Special  Revelations,  EC' 
JiacieSy  ImpreJJions,  Mir  axle  s,  &c.  are  in 
Vogue.  For  I  can  ^afily  ihew,  how  all 
the  Dijiinguiflnng  Do^fines  of  Topery'.h2iWQ 
been  Introduced,  and  received  a  SanBion^ 
by  the  fame  Fanatical  Pretences.  And  he 
will  be  pleafed  to  remember,  that  Jefuits, 
and  other  Roman  Emi[farieSy  have  often 
7ningledy  and  been  the  Ringleaders^  among 
our  Enthufiaftic  Sectaries  j  loudly  exclaim- 
ing againft  the  ^ope^  and  pretending  to 
Turity  and  Reformation.  He  knows  we 
could  produce  divers  Injiances.  At  pre- 
fent  a  fiJigle  Inftance  fliall  fuffice.  'Tis  to 
be  feen  in  other  Books  :  but  I  take  it  out  of 
Foxes  and  Fire-brands^  Page  7 — . 

A  a  2  ''  In 
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^ ;"  In  the  Year  1567,  the  9th  of  Eliza* 
hethy  one  Faithful  Commin,  a  Domijtican 
Friar  J  a  Perfon  generally  reputed  a  zealous 
Protejiafity  much  admired  and  followed 
by  the  People  for  his  Jeeming  Pietyy  but 
more  particularly  for  inveighing  in  his 
Pulpit  moft  bitterly  againil:  Pius  V. 
then  Pope,  was  Accufed  of  being  an  Im- 
po/lory  and  Examined  before  the  ^een  and 
Privy-Councily  by  M.  Parker  Archbijloop  of 
Canterbury,  Part  of  his  Examination  is  as 
foUoweth. 

Archb.  Faithful  Comminy  of  what  Pro- 
feflion  art  thou  ? 

F.  Com,  Of  Chrifs  Order, 

Archb.  Were  you  ever  Ordained? 

F.  Com.  Yes,   I  was  Ordained. 

Archb,  By  whom  ? 

P.  Com.  By  the  Cardinal  (  Meaning 
"Poole.) 

Archb.  Had  you  not  other  Certificate 
under  any  of  the  Bijljops  Hands,  lince  the 
Peformation, 

F,  Coin.  Not  any. 

Archb,  Wherefore  would  you  dare  to 
preach,  havinsi:  not  got  a  Licenfe  under 
fome  of  our  Bifiops  Hands  f  How  fhall 
we  be  affured  that  you  are  not  of  the  Ro?nijh 
Church  ? 

F.  Com.  There  are  feveral  have  heard 
my  Prayers  and  my  Sermons^  and  can  teftify 
that  I  have  fpokcn  aeainfl:  Rome^  and  her 
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^opCj  as  much  as  any  of  the  Clergy  have, 
fince  they  have  fallen  from  her  :  I  wonder 
therefore  why  I  fliould  be  fufpeSled, 

Archh.  By  your  Anfwcr,  Mr.  Commin^ 
I  perceive  you  would  have  any  one  Treach, 
fo  that  he  fpake  but  againfh  the  Tope  in 
his  Sermons. 

F.  Com.  Not  enjcj-v  one.  but  he  whofe 
Fun t1  ion  it  is,  and  he  who  hath  the  Spirit. 

Archb.  What  Spirit  is  this  you  mean  ? 

F.  Com.  The  Spirit  of  Grace  and  Truth. 

Archb.  But  is  this  Spirit  that  is  in  yoii 
either  the  Spirit  of  Grace,  or  Truth,  that 
doth  not  comply  with  the  Orders  of  the 
Church,  lately  purged  and  cleanfed  from 
Schi/m  and  Idolatry  ? 

F.  Com.  Therefore  I  endeavour  to  make 
it  Turer^  as  far  as  God  permits. 

Archb.  JHow  do  you  endeavour  to  make 
the  Church  Purer —  ^ 

F.  Com.  I  endeavour  it,  when  I  pray 
to  God  that  he  would  open  the  Eyes  of 
Men  to  fee  their  Errors :  and  feveral.  have 
joined  with  me  when  I  have  Prayed  among 
them  :  and  I  have  both  given  and  taken 
The  Body  of  Chrift  to  thofe  of  tender  Con- 
Jciences,  who  have  ailembled  with  me  in 
the  Fear  of  the  Lord. 

Archb.  By  your  Words  then  you  have 
a  Congregation  that  follows  you. 

F.  Com.  I  have. 

Archb.  Of  what  Tarif.\  and  in  what 
Diocrje  f    _  F.  Com. 
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F.  Com.  Neither  of  any  certain  Par'tfi^ 
nor  in  any  certahi  Diocefe. 

Archb.  Where  then,  I  pray  ? 

F.  Com.  Even  in  the  'U)ide  Worlds  among 
the  Flock  of  Chriji  fcattered  over  the  whole 
Earth. 

^cen.  Tour  Diocefe  is  very  large,  Mr* 
Commin. 

(The  WitnefTes  were  fbe?2  called  it?-,  and 
examined.) 

^.ecn.  Mr.  Draper,  what  have  you  to 
fay  to  this  Faithful  Commin  P 

Draper.  He  came  to  my  Houfe  at  the 
Maidenhead  in  Maid/lone,  with  feveral  of 
his  Followers ;  —  I  fliewed  him  a  Room  ;*— 
and  perceiving  feveral  to  come  and  enquire 
for  this  Mr.  Commin,  and  by  Chance 
going  up  the  Stairs  I  heard  one  groan  and 
iveep ;  which  caufed  me  to  hft  up  the 
Latch  :  at  firft  I  was  ftartled,  but  enquiring 
of  one  of  his  Followers,  what  ailed  the 
Man  ?  He  replied,  do  you  not  fee  we  be 
all  at  Trayersf  The  Maid,  wondering 
where  I  was,  came  to  feek  me,  and  can 
Teftify  the  fame. 

Maid.  I  faw  this  Faithful  Commin,  and 
thought  he  was  diJiraBed  when  I  heard 
him  pray.  But  the  People  faid.  He  was 
a  Heavenly  Man,  and  that  it  was  God's 
Spirit  made  him  weep  for  the  Sins  of  the 
World. 

^ecn.  Mr.  Commin, — Though  you  have 
preached  againft  the  Pope,    yet  you  have 

ufurped 
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^ifurped  over  the  Power  both  of  Church  and 

F.  Com.  Give  me  Time  to  coniider,  and 
^  prepare  myfelf,  and  I  (hall  give  your  Gract 
p  further  Anfwer  in  a  fhort  Space. 

He  was  then  bound  over  for  his  Ap^ 
pearance^  for  farther  Examination,  to  ano- 
ther Day.: — But  coming  from  the  Council 
he  told  his  Followers  that  her  Majejly  and 
the  Council  had  acquitted  him  :  and  that  he 
was  warned  of  God  to  go  beyond  the  Seas, 
to  InfiruB  the  Protcftants  there  ;  —  that  he 
had  not  a  Farthing  to  fupport  him,  yet 
being  God's  Caufe  he  would  undertake  it 
out  oi  Charity  J  &c.  This  Speech  fet  them 
a  weepings  efpecially  the  Women :  and 
I30_^.  was  colledted  for  him;  befides 
what  the  Compa[fionate  Sex  gave  him,  un- 
known to  their  Hz/Jhands.  —  His  Followers 
faid  before  the  Council,  in  their  Opinions 
they  had  never  feen  fo  Zealous  and  Heaven- 
ly a  Man,  as  hefeemed  to  be  ;  and  difcover- 
ed  the  particular  Sums  o£  Money,  of  which 
this  Religious  Jugler  had  cheated  thefe 
deluded  People. 

Commin  in  the  mean  Time  had  efcaped 
out  of  England',  got  fafe  to  Rome \  and 
^ifTured  the  Pope,  ''  that  his  Spiritual  and 
Extempore  Prayers  had  io  much  taken  with 
the  People,  whom  he  Infirudfed,  that 
the  Church  of  England  was  become  as  Odious 
to  that  Sort  of  People,  as  Mafs  was  to  the 
Church  of  England »    Upon  which  the  Pope 

gavQ 
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*givc  him  a  Reward  of  2000  Ducats  for 
his  good  Service.'*  The  Reader  will,  no 
Doubt,  obferve  how  faithfully  this  Ac- 
count of  Faithful  Commin  hath  been  Copied 
by  the  Ex:preJ/io72S,  Sentiments^  and  Condu6i 
of  our  Brethren  of  the  Order  of  Methodifm. 

There  follows  in  the  fame  Book  a  Narra- 
tive (taken  out  of  the  Regijiry  of  Rochefter^ 
in  the  Book  beginning  2.  and  3.  Phil.  &  M. 
and  continued  to  1 5.  EUz.)  too  long  to 
recite,  of  one  Th,  Heth,  a  fefuit,  "  who 
•Preached  much  againfh  Popery,  and  particu- 
larly his  CW72  Order  ;  laboured  to  Refine  the 
Proteflants^  to  take  off  all  Smacks  of  Popery  y 
and  fliew  his  Good-wilUn  making  the  Church 
purer.— He,  V7d.s difcovered  by  a  Letter,  which 
he  dropt  in  the 'Pu/pit,  from  the  Fraternity^ 
cf  jfefuits  ;  and -upon  fending  to  his  Lodg- 
i?igSy  upon  Seareh,  his  Beads  were  found  in 
his  Boots,  with  a  Licen/e  from  the  Frater- 
nit\,  and  a  Bull  of  Pius  V.  to  preach  what 
Doctrine  that.Sofieiy  pleafed,  for  Dividing 
Protejlants.,  &C.'*  -' 

This  is  fufBcientrProof,  that  a  fcfuif^,  or 
Fnthufiafl's,  declaiming  againft  Popery  is  no 
^Tefi  of  their  Sincerity.  Ahd'-we  may  ftill  have 
Reafon  to  fufpeft  of  Methodifm^  that  the 
Marks  of  the  Beafi  are  upon  it. 

Upon  a  Revie^.v  of  the  Whole  the  Reader 
will  be  apt  to  conclude  w^ith  myfelf,  in  the 
Words  of  Mr>  Whitefield,  Ob  I  what  n 
Myjicry  is  the  I^ivine  Lije  ? 

The  End' of  the  Second  Part^ 


THE 

ENTHUSIASM 

O    F 

METHODISTS 

:      A    N    D 

PAP    I    S    T    S 

,<r         COMPARED. 
PART     in. 


"  /  am  apt  to  lay  this  dmun  for  a  Maxim  in  Politics,  that  when  they  are 
bufy  in  Exorcifing  or  Difpoflefling  of  Pevils,  'r/'j  Time  for  cur  Governors  to  look 
about  them ;  there  bthig  a  iwcrfe  Devil  i;ing  hid,  than   that  which  appears  upon 

/£>«  Stage. For  'tis  Dangerous,  ivben  a«  Under-Party,  by  tbefe  and  fuch 

like  Cheats  of  Sanftity,  endea-vovr  to  frengthen  (heir  Intereji  by  making  tbemm 
f^i'd  Popular." 

Foulis's  Hiftory  of  Romilh  Treafons. 

*<  Having  been  at  one  of  their  Exorcifings^  /  /aid,  I  doubted  whether  the 
Party    zoere   aciually  and   really    PofTefTed.       Mr.    Thomfon,    a   Priert,    and 

great  Aclor  in  thcj'e  Matters,  anfzvercd Such  Catholics  as  ha-ve  been  prefcnt 

at  fuch  Fits,  have  received  i:  for  a  Truth,  that  the  Parties  are  Pcireired. 
And  though  1  tvill  nut  make  it  an  Article  of  my  Creed,  yet  I  think  that  Godly 
Credulity  doth  much  Gcod  for  the  farthering  of  the  Catholic  Caufe." 

ConfiJ/ion  of  Anthony  Tyrrel,  Prieji.     Ibid. 
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To   the   Reverend 


Mr.     TT  E   S   L   E   r. 


SIR, 

S  yoii  make  fo  confiderahle  n 
Figure  in  the  enfutng  Dif- 
courfe,  yoii  may  claim  a  Sort 
of  Right  to  this  Addrefs: 
which  at  length  waits  upon 
you  (as  the  "Former  on  Mr, 
Whitefield)  unjlai?jed  with  the  too  common 
Daub  of  Flattery  ;  and  yet  paying  due  Re-- 
gard  to  your  Merits. 

My  Third  Part  of  this  Comparifon  wai 
ready  for  the  Prefs  above  a  Twelve-Month 
ago  :  but  the  Publication  was  delayed,  on 
Account  of  your  Fifth  Journal,  and  yout 
Letter  to  the  Author  of  the  Enthuliam,  ^c, 
both  of  which  faw  the  Light  about  the  fa?ne 
a  z  T^ims. 
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l^me.  This,  with  'various  other  Interrupt 
tionSy  hath  prevented  my  earlier  Appearance, 
tind  likewife  occafioned  no  fmall  Additions. 

Toil  have  acqiiaifited  us,  "  that  your 
Journals ^r^  but  Extracts  from- your  larger 
Diary :  it  not  being  your  Dejign  to  relate 
all  Particulars."  The  greater  is  the  Pity, 
fay  I.  What  a  Curiolity  hath  the  World 
lojll 

It  ts  Matter  of  fome  Concern  too,   thaty 

in    general,    your   Journals    came   not   out 

Iboner,  after  the  Fad:s,  which  they  relate  \ 

and  particularly    your    Fifth :    which  was 

publiflied  in  the  Winter,    1749  s    ^«^  ^^- 

lafes  Matters  from  September  3,   1741,  to 

Odlober  27,    1743.     ^0  that  feven  or  eight 

.Tears  intervene.     But  for  this,    no  Doubty 

you  have  good   P^eafons.     For  you   appeal 

here  to  FacSs^    and  bring  your  Evidence, 

which  might  have  been  brought  immediately, 

at  the  D-iJlance  of  mSiUy  Years.     Which  mufl 

be   allowed  to   be  a   cautious   and  prudent 

Step.     For  fome  of  theV2SX\^^  concerned  may 

-probably  have  died  in  the  Interval: — many 

Circumflances  (as  a  found  Judgment  and 

good  Memojy  dont  often  meet)  inay  have 

keen  forgotten  by  your  Difciples.     In  which 

Cafes  you  are  therefore  under  no  Danger  of 

being  contradicted  -,  and  may  relate  as  little, 

or  as  much,  as  you  pleafe. — Charaders  of 

Perfons,  and  Variety  of  Incidents  may  havs 

been  fo  altered,  that  after  a  Courfe  of  Tears,, 

you 
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you  may  find  it  proper  to  change  your  Note ; 
and  thereby  be  guilty  o/Tewer  Inconfiflencies. 
Prophecies  efpecially  may  have  been  uttered^ 
in  Ecftatic  or  Raging  Fits,  of  "Things  fliortly 
to  be  fulfilled.     And  then  'tis  perfeSfly  right 
to  wait  the  Event ;    lefi  Want  of  Acconi- 
plifhmentyZw//^  occafion  Shame.     Prophecy 
(you  well  know)  is  one  of  the  7iecejfary  In- 
gredients  of  Enthufiafm.      j4?id  the    Pre- 
did:ions,  if  put  off  to  a  remote  Event,  would 
not  ferve  an  Impoftor's  Purpofe.     His  Fol- 
lowers are  too  impatiefit  and  eager  to  flay: 
they  mufi  be  flruck  with  fo?nething  near  at 
Hand.     And  yet  the  precife  Time^  Day  or 
Tear  of  it^  mujl  be  too  punSiiially  inentioned^ 
for   Fear   of  Difappointment.      Tour  Ac- 
quaintance, Madam  Bourignon,  was  fo  im^ 
prudent^    as   to  fix   "   the  Millennium,    or 
Day  of  Judgment,  within  her  own  Days ; 
and  fo   near,    that  within  three  Years  we 
fjould  fee  the  EfFe<5l  of  it.''     She  hath  been 
dead  about  feventy  Years,  and  thereby  proved 
herfelf  a  falfe  Prophetefs,     Tou^  Sir^  have 
beeny  for  fome  Tears,  a  Dealer-out  of  the 
fame  Prophetic  Warnings :    "  Behold  !  the 
Day  of  the  Lord  is  come, — At  this  very 
Hour  the  Lord  is  rolling  away  our  Reproach,'* 
As  your  Reproach  is  iiot  beginning  to  be 
rolled   away,    jnuch    lefs    appears    anv  full 
Completion  j    haply  you  have    obtained   an 
Inhibition ;  or  have  Power  to  adjourn  the 
Day  of  the  Lord,  from  Time  to  Time,  at 

your 
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•^our  Fleafure.  By  jiich  Artifices  yoii  may 
hope  to  efcape  the  Snare,  mto  which  a  Bro- 
ther Methodift-Teacher  fell ;  nioho  pro- 
nounced pej'cmptorily^  fome  few  Tears  ago, 
"  that  the  Day  of  Judgment  fliould  come 
that  very  Year ; "  /?ut,  unluckily  a  Failure 
of  Prophecy  happenings  he  was  put  to 
Shame  : — 1  mean^  if  he  had  any.  Tou  will 
have  the  Story  anon.-^ 

In  the  mean  Time  take  the  following  Story 
Annal.  from  Aventine.  "  At  that  Time  [about 
\A\  4.  nine  Himdred  Tears  ago\  there  was  a  crazy 
§•  23.  Woman,  called  Theoda,  who^  under  the 
DireSiion  of  a  Prieft,  for  the  Sake  of  Lucre, 
a7id  depending  on  the  Credulity  of  the  People, 
(ignorant  Perfons  being  always  more  fuper- 
flitlous  than  religious)  fet  up  for  the  Gift 
of  Prophefying.  She  pretended  Heavenly 
Vifions,  Meetings  and  Converfations  with 
the  Caeleflial  Beings  :  and  foretold^  that  the 
Day  of  Judgment  Jhould  co??ie  that  very 
Year.  Men^  Women^  a7id  Children,  frighten- 
ed cut  of  their  SenfcSy  fiocked  about  her-, 
brought  her  Prefents,  and  begged  her  Inter- 
cefTion  with  Heaven  j  followed,  adoi'ed,  and 
ejleemed  her  infpired.  But  being  brought 
before  fome  Bifliops,  foe  dif covered  the  whole 
Cheat,  in  which  fie  was  infriiBed  by  the 
Prieft.  For  which  fhe  only  underwent  the 
Difcipli72e  of  Whipping ;  and  was  let  go,  to 
be  afterwards  a  public  Laughing-Stock." 

Tour 
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Tour  ow?2  Followers^  in  your  laft  Journal, 
ha'ue  a  Share  in  your  Complaints :  "  Some  ^^S^  '• 
beginning  to  iije  their  Liberty  as  a  Cloak  for 
Licentloufnel's."     /  readily  believe  it:    and 
not     only     beginning,    but    running    great 
Lengths.  — "  Ton   difcovered  among   theni  p_  gg,- 
fuch  Wilts  of  Satan,  as  iic-cer  entered  into 
your  Heart   to   co?iceiijer      A?id  how  coidd 
you   expert  better^    after  their  beitig  caught 
in  your  own  Wiles  ?  — A  pretty  Charad:er 
too  you  give  of  Jo??ie  of  your  Congregations, 
who    have  not  yet   known    thefe   Depths. 
"  Preaching  at  Morva.  I  obferved  an  e^Lmci^ J  P.  107, 
ftupid  Attention  in  the  Hearers  :  —  7iot  one       lo^- 
convinced  of  Sin  :  —  others  Jhcwing  huge 
Approbation,    and   abfolute  Unconcern. — 
J  preached^  in  the  Caille  at  Exbter,  to  fuch 
a  People  as  I  have  rarely  feen,  void  both  of 
Anger,  Fear,  and  Love." — Strange  People 
ifjdeed  to  be  void  of  all  three  !  — At  another 
Place   your    Sheep   a   little    7nend :     "  At  P.  76- 
Londoa  /  met    the   wild,    flaring,    loving 
Society." — All  unaccountably  jirange  People  ! 
But  not  a  garter  fo  unaccountable^  as  when 
they  come  to  be  varioufly  metamorphofed  by 
your  inchanted  W^and. 

IVhat  you  throw  out  againft  the  DilTenters 
let  themfelves  aifwcr.  But  what  you  have 
to  fay  againft  my  Brethren  of  the  Church 
fhoidd  not  be  pajjed  over.  ''  Mwz  <^  Minifter  ^-  32- 
refufcd  you  the  life  of  his  Church,  becaufe 
the  Billiop  had  forbid ckn  him-,  \ou  exclaim 

horribh\ 
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horribly i  "  By  what  Authority  am  Ifufpend- 
edfroni  preaching  ?  By  bare-faced  Arbitrary 
Power."  But  is  there  not  a  Cauie  ?  Are 
there  not  many  ?  I)o  you  think  them  Jo  in 
Love  with  your  Black  Art,  as  to  be  fond 
of  having  themfelves^  and  DoBrines^  traduced 
in  their  own  Pulpits  ?  Of  permitting  their 
Flock  to  be  flolen,  or  catch  the  Murrain  ? 
— Tgu  can  hardly  obje5i  to  Vifions.  And 
Sale's  we  are  informed ^  "  That  Mahomet  had  a 
Koran,  yif^oH,  wherein  he  faw  his  Enemies  mount 
^'  ^^^'  his  Pulpit,  and  jump  about  in  it  like 
Monkies."  l^he  Clergy  have  often  feen  fuch 
a  Sight,  bare-faced,  and  with  their  cor- 
poreal Eyes. 

Another  Complaint  lies  againji  the  Curate 

p.  84.    of  Epworth  J    who  faid,  "  Pray  tell  Mr. 

Wefley,  Ifiall  not  give  him  the  Sacrament. 

For  he  is  not  fit."     Indeed,  Sir,  I  take  your 

■  Part   here,     (For  I  am  determined   to  aB 

impartially.)     T^he    Curate    was    to    blame > 

Pq/Jibly  he  might   not  think  you  arrived  to 

Perfedion.      But,    on  the  other  Hand,   he 

ought  to  have  remembered  your  Doftrine  j 

A  Journ.  that  "  no  Fitnefs   is  required  at  the  TCime 

F  47-      /^fCummunicating,  but  a  Senfe  of  our  utter 

Sinfulnefsj    every  one,   who  hiows  he  is  fit 

for  Hell,  being  fit  to  come   to  Chriil  in 

this  Ordinance." 

But  your  worfi:  Enemies,  the  moji  hate- 
ful of  Men,  are  the  wicked  Moravians. 
T^here  was  a  Time,  when  "  theirs  was  the 

only 
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€nly  Country  of  the  Chriflians ;  —  when 
you  could  7iot  fee  any  of  them^  but  your  Heart 
burned  ivithtn  you  j  they  were  fome  of  the 
beft  of  Men;  and  (is  it  pofjiblef)  better  by 
far  than  yourfelf,  &?<:."  But  now^  at  length , 
nothing  is  fo  wicked;  nothing  fo  deteftable. 
After  you  had  found  out  "  their  Guile, 
Hypocrify,  Profanation  of  God's  Ordi- 
nances, Conformity  to  this  World,  Tena- 
cioufnefs  of  their  effentially-erroneous  Doc- 
trines, ^c. — then  your  Difciplme  and  theirs 
are  as  widely  different^  as  the  Heavens  are 
from  the  Earth.  Nor  is  there  any  fo  ef- 
feBual  Bar  in  the  World againll  Moravianifm, 
as  pure  Methodifm."  So  that  new,  "  there 
is  710  Connexion  between  you -,  the  Names 
of  Moravians  a7id  Methodifls  are  become 
fcandalous  to  each  other T  And  yet,  in  Spite 
of  the  effectual  Bar,  ycu  are  perpctualh  com- 
pla/niing  of  Methodifls  apoftatizing  to  the 
ftill  Brethren ;  goi7ig  over  in  great  Nu7nbers 
to  their  eflentially  -  erroneous  Dodrines. 
Which  77jay  be  called  a  p7'oof\  that  you  are 
able  to  fet  Enthuliafm  a-going;  but  wmt 
the  Art  o/' flopping  it  at  Flea  fare. 

Let  77ie  afk  ferioufy ;  Are  the  Moravian 
Principles  and  Pracflices  fo  bad  as  you  de- 
fcribe  the7n  ?  Why  the7i  do  you  make  your- 
felf fo  merry  with  your  own,  who  are  feduced 
by  them  ?  Why  are  they  packed  away  to 
Hell  with  fuch  flircaftical  Sneers?  "  A  p.  ^^ 
Girl,  whoin  I  had  ofie7i  obf7''-ccd^   as  being  ^ 

b  in 


PREFACE. 

ijt  an  eminent  Degree  of  a  meek  and  lowly 
Spirit,  revolts  to  them.  Ah^  my  poor  ft  ill 
Sifter !  T^hoii  art  an  apt  Scholar  indeed  !  I 
did  not  e;icpe5i  this  quite  fo  foon.  —  /  called 
on  poor  Jofeph  Hodges,  T^'^o,  after  ivith- 
JiarJing  fo  lo?ig  the  Wiles  of  the  Enemy, 
has  been  at  lajl  induced^  by  his  fatal  Regard 
for  Mr.  Hall,  to  renounce  both  my  Brother 
and  me,  in  Form.  But  he  had  perfeBly 
learned  the  Exercife  of  his  Arms." 

I  fee^  Sir,  you  are  an  errant  Joker,  a 
perfect  Droll.  Ton  love  to  have  the  Laugh 
on  your  Side, — wheji  you  can  get  it.  Ton 
have  a  Jeft  at  their  Service,  even  when  they 
(ire  i?i  SatanV  Clutches. 

Plangentis  populi  currit  derifor  anubis. 

But  above  all,  your  Gall-bladder  chiefy 
tverfows  upon  their  Bifhop,  Count  Zinzen- 
dorf :  for  ivhofe  Sake  you  have  drawn  a 
Parallel ;  for  which  I  heartily  thank  you. 
p.  67.  "  /  read  over  that  fur  prizing  Book,  The 
Life  of  Ignatius  Loy-ola :  furely  one  of  the 
greateft  Men,  that  ever  was  engaged  iii  the 
Support  of  fo  bad  a  Caufe.  /  wonder  any 
Man  fhould  judge  him  to  be  an  Enthufraft/ 
No.  But  he  kne%v  the  People  with  whom 
he  had  to  do.     Afid  fetting  out,  like  Count 

Z ,  with  a  Jull  Perfuafion,    that  he 

tnight  ufe  Guile,  to  promote  the  Glory  of 
God,  or  (which  he  thought  the  fame  Thing) 
the  Intpreft  of  his  Church,  he  a^ed  in  all 

Tkiji^s 
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things  conliftent  with  his  Principles."  That 
you  have  read  the  Life  of  Ignatius,  and  even, 
made  it  your  Study,  the  World  will  eafily 
believe ;  iinlcfsyou  have  a5ied  wholly  by  Sym- 
pathy ;  —  will  perhaps  be  difpofed  to  acquit 
you  i9/"Enthu{iafm,  and  for  the  fame  Rea- 
fons  :  —  a?id  will  cert ai?jly  fee,  that  the  Cap 
will  fit  another  Head,  bcfdes  that  of  the 
Count ;  and  will  call  to  mind  the  Story  of 
the  envious  Man,  who  did  not  care  if  he  loft 
both  his  own  Eyes,  fo  that  he  coidd  pick  out 
one  of  his  Enemy's.  But  that  is  of  little 
Moment.  'The  Ambition  of  being  thought  a 
great  Man,  and  knowing  the  People  with 
whom  you  have  to  do,  will  be  fuficient  Ke- 
cojn pence  for  a  bad  Caufe,  ufing  Guile,  or 
bei?ig  called  a  crack-brain'd  Enthufiaft,  by 
miftaken  Fcjfons. 

But  what  is  the  Quarrel  with  the  Count  ? 
Only  whojhall  be  the  greatefl.  Tou  are  Ri- 
vals, and  Competitors.  The  Count  will  not 
allow  you  to  govern.  He  is  the  principal 
Sheep-flealer ;  he  kidnaps  your  Followers. 
The  Difpute  is  typified  by  the  Story  of  the 
Battle  between  Apollo  and  the  Dragon  Py- 
thon, who  Jhould  have  the  Direcflion  of  the 
Oracle :  —  or  that  of  three  Anti-Popes  at 
the  fame  Time,  banning  and  curfing  one  ano- 
ther for  the  Sake  of  the  infallible  Chair. 
Hence  thefe  inveterate  Animofities.  He?jce 
your  reciprocal  Anathemas  "  of  Preaching 
anodier  Gofpel,  —  leading  to  Damnation  : 
b  2  The 
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^he   Devil,    as  Mr.    Whitefield  ajfurcs  US, 
Jianding   clofe  by,    and  blowing  the  Coals." 
'Proceed  in  your  Cojitention^    exercife    your 
Arms ;    try   the  Fohit^  ivbich   of  you   bath 
mo/l  "  Subtlety,    Evafion    and    Difguife  j" 
which  fiall  be  the   ?noJi  "  clofe,  dark  and 
refer ved  j"    which  fiall  draw  mojl  Wood- 
cocks into  the  Snare.     T^he  World  will  foon 
be  co7ivincd,  that  you  are  all  a  Pack  of  wild 
Fanatics,- — aut  illud  quod  dicere  nolo. 
Go  on^    and  build  Chapels.     One  ?nay  be 
Lacian,    dedicated  to  the  God  Proteus,  (as  was  in 
Reiz*     ^^■'^  Days  of  V2.g2im{m.)  famous  for  being  a 
p.  3  2  5 .    j uggl ing  Wonder-monger,  and  turning  hi?n- 
felf  into  all  Shapes : — Another  to  the  God 
called  Catius,    becaufe  he  made  Men  fly  and 
cunning  as  Cats.     Tcu  will  find  fome  Wor- 
fliippers  :  the  People  with  whom  you  have  to 
doe,  you  know,  will  adore  you  j  for  the  fame 
Maci-ob.   Rcafon  thai  "  the  ^Egyptians  did  their  Bull 
Lib.  I.     Apis  -y  becaufe  renowned  for  Miracles,  and 
'''^  "  '  every  Hour  changing  its  Colour." 

It  will  not  be  much  Troiibky  to  add  a  few 
more  Particulars  concer?iing  this  fame  fur- 
VWw^^it.prizijig  Beafl,  (God,  /  would  fay)  Apis. 
g^'fap'as '*  He  was  to  have  r^r/i:///?  peculiar  Marks  ^ 
jT-Hun.  which,  when  complete,  wtr^"  nine  and  T wen- 
A ''^Th  ^y  ^"^^  Number  :  And  thefe  difiinguifiable  only 
II.  cnp.  by  the  Priefls  and  holy  Prophets;  not  to 
IP-  ,  be  underftood,  or  even  difcerned  by  ignorant 
j^i'^l^jj^"-  and  profane  Eyes.  \T!he  precfe  Number  of 
cap.  14.    Methodiftical  Marks  _)w  hiow  beji :  atjd you 

have 
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have  charged  me  both  with  Ignorance  an4 
Profanenefs,     concerning   thcm.^    When    his 
Holinefs  Vv^as  confecrated,    he  ivas  pro'uided 
with    two   Apartments,    which    they    called 
the  Chambers;    in  one  oj   which  he   por- 
tends   horrible  Things,    in  the  other  joy- 
ful.    In  this  latter  J  upon  Occafion  is  admit- 
ted, for  his  Diierfion,    a  beautiful  Heifer, 
ha'ving '  the  fame  Marks  with  his  own.  — 
He  could  do  Miracles,     and  foretel  future 
Events,  by  cha?iging  his  Spots  and  Colours. 
— ^  Whe?i  led  cut  among  the  common  Herds 
he   was  attended  by  fome  gamefome  Boys, 
who  poured  out  Prophecies  i?t  Virtue  of  his 
Influence,  and  even  the  Herds  became  Enthu- 
fiaftic  and  Prophetical.  —  He  was  honour- 
ed with  Hymns  and  Sacrifices ;  feemed  to  be 
an  intelligent  Creature  ;    to  love  Adoration, 
and   receive  Homage   with   Pleafure.  —  He 
received  his  Meat  fro?n   the  Hands  of  his 
Worfhippers ;    but  woidd  turn  his  Tail  to 
thofe  he  did  not  like.     \It  will  be  my  Fate 
to  be  fo  ferved?^  One  thing  was  remarkable 
in  this  delfy'd  Brute ;  he  mujl  be  born  of  a 
Heifer  that  had    been   flruck   down   withHeroiot. 
Lightning.       \T'his    you,    ,S/>,     a7id    Mr^^Jl 
Whitefield,  tell  us  was  the  Cafe  of  fever al 
Methodlft    Females.]    And  when  he   died, 
(for   die  his  Godflilp  mifi  as  well  as  other  Aogatt. 
horned  Cattle)  they  were  never  long  infnd-^^^  ^^'• 
in9  cut  another  with   fimilar  Marks ;    theL'\' 

Daemons 
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Demons  Joon  fupplymg  the?7i  with  a  Succef^ 
for." 

It  "would  be  keeping  clofer  to  my  Title  Page, 
if  I  could  fetch  a  Comparitbn  from  the 
Pope'j  Bulls.  Thefc^  you  well  ktiow^  were 
literally  mere  Bubbles ;  the  Seals  of  papal 
Inflruments.  "  If  they  be  Letters  of  Grace, 
the  Bubble  is  hung  on  filkeii  Threads  -,  if 
they  he  Letters  of  Juilice,  and  Executory, 
the  Bubble  is  hung  by  a  Hempen  Cord." 

Toil  are  ready ^  no  doubt ^  to  exclaim  once 
tnorCy  ",  what  is  all  this  to  me  ?  Doth  this 
prove  me  to  be  an  Enthufiaft  ?" —  And  I 
begin  to  fear  that  my  Communication  with 
Methodlfm  hath  had  bad  Effe(5ts  j  that  my 
Head  is  thereby  fomcthing  diforder'd,  aiid 
my  Brains  upon  the  Ramble.  But  1 7mift 
proceed  as  well  as  I  can. 

More  out   of  this   laft  Journal  (fraught 
with  the  ufual  lading  of  Vanity,  great  Pre- 
tenfions,  Exorcilms,    and  other  Oftentati- 
on    of  Miracles)   will  be   brought   to    the 
Touch-flone  i?i  the  enfii ng  Tratt.     And,  I 
hope,  you  will  take  in  good  part  a  feiv  gen* 
tie  Strictures  from  the  Hand  of  a  Stran- 
ger; which  will  be  better  than  for   Rival- 
Saints  to  be  hacking  and  gafhing  one  ano- 
ther  fo  unmercifully.      Be  govern  d  by  the 
Stillirgfl.  yc?/fc7/zg- Example.     "  Ow  Henry,  a  Clu- 
vol.  V.      j^j^^  Abbot,  made  a  Rule,  that  the  Monks 
'^^''    fl:ould  be  Jhavcd  by  a  fecular  Barber;    be- 
caife  when  they  fiavcd  the??feheSy  it  was  not 

Ihaving, 
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fhaving,     but   flaying.       Chronic,    Climiac 
p.  1670." 

Tour  Letter  to  the  Author  of  Enthufi- 
afm  remains.       But  I  am  fomething  at   a 
lofi  what  to  fay  to  fuch  a  Medley  of  Chi- 
canery,   Sophiftry,  Prevarication,    Evaiion, 
Pertnei's,  Conceitednefs,    Scurrility,    Sauci-^ 
nefs,    and   Effrontery.       Paper  and  Time 
Jlooidd  not  be  ivajled  oii  fuch  Stuff.     And  yet 
I  begin  to  feel  a  Spice  ^Vanity,  a7id  e?iter^ 
tain  no   mean    Opinion    of    my    Pamphlets ; 
feeing  (as  Mr.  Whitefieldj^£*^/^i  in  his  own 
Cafe)   "  they  have  ferved  a  good  Purpofej" 
by    drawing   out  the    true    Spirit   of  Mr. 
John  Wefley.       /;/  this    Performance  your 
Temper  appears    naked    and  undifguifed ; 
fo  as  almoji  to  perfuade  the  Worlds   that  you 
are  no  Enthuiiaft  j    at  leaf  that  there  is  no 
Enthuliafm  here.  —  /  am  not  fo    clear  /;; 
that  Point.     For  Enthufiafm,  however  in- 
nocent at  the  firfl  fetting  out^    ifually  and 
naturally  7-iameth  into  Trick,  Bitternefs  and 
Ferocity;    efpecially    where    it    catcheth    a 
fuitable  Difpofition.     T^he  Choler,  by  Fer^ 
mentation^  willfoon  become  Aduft ;  will  turn 
black  and  bitter,   overflow  and  burn,  and 
boil,     and    rage,    and    flink,    like    Pitch. 
Such  was  the  Enthufiafm  of  Madam  Bou- 
rlgnon;  {whofe  Fxpreffions  you  feem  fond  of 
Copying)    who   once  more  fieps  in    to  your 
Affiftance,     She  was  a  Woman  of  a  Choleric, 
Peevifli    and    morofe  Conflitution ;    which 

heightened 
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heightened  by  Enthuliafm  eafily  Infpir'd  her 
with  thofe  mofi  excellent  Chriftian  Senti- 
ments, i?i  her  Light  rifen  in  Darknefs. 
Part  3.  "  Many  fay ^  that  I  cannot  ^^^r  Contradic- 
^^^'"  **  tion. — And  they  are  ;?(3if /<?  contradid:  me 
by  their  Writings.  For  the  Floly  Spirit 
Part  4.  ought  not  to  be  controul'd." —  "  Iwasfur- 
Leu.  23.  pfij}^  to  hear  you  to  as  offended  at  my  ufing 
fharp  Language  againjl  jhne  Perfons.  Be- 
lieve me^  I  think  this  to  be  one  of  the  greateft 
Graces,  that  God  has  giveii  me.  - —  I  blefs 
God  who  has  give?!  me  Anger  to  oppofe  Evil ; 
and  I  will  fight  againft  it  even  with  An- 
ger and  Fury  j  not  heeding  whether  you,  or 
am  of  yoUy  approve  of  my  Procedure,  or  no. 
—  If  I  turn  angry,  afid  am  fo  xxxdit  in  ?ny 
Words  J  thefe  very  Things  are  Tellimonies  of 
the  Spirit  of  God.  —  A  Soul  poffeffed  with 
the  Spirit  of  God  ought  to  have  its  Paffions 
more  lively  than  any  other  Perfon  who  is 
poffeffed  with  his  own  Spirit ;  who  is  not 
allow'd  to  fuffer  his  Paffions  to  reign." — / 
woidd  almofi  fay,  what  a  Vixen  hath fet you  a 
Copy? 

Crudelis  mater  m.sigis,  anPuer  improbus  ille  ? 

What   now   is   become  of  "  the  harmlefs 

Methodift  ?  The  Man  who  keeps  his  Moudi 

as   it  v\^ere  with  a  Bridle !    The  Saint  who 

faidy  *  Let  mefpeak  as  a  little  Child !    Let 

my    Religion    be    plain,     artlefs,    fimple  I 

Meek- 
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Meeknefsy  T^emperance^  Patience  mid  Love, 
—  be  thefe  my  higheft  Gifts ! '  —  PVhen  are 
IV  e  to  fee  the  real  good  Fridts  of  your  New 
Birth  ?  Of  that  '  fpotlefs  Perfediion,  that 
is  prcmifd  to  you  allV  How  long  are  we 
to  wait  for  your  Noftrum,  the  grand  Ope- 
ration, of  exalting  (through  the  Furnace) 
the  bafeft  Metals  into  Gold  ?  Hitherto  you 
may  join  ijjue  with  the  difappointed  Jews ; 
"  We  have  been  with  Child,  we  have 
been  in  Pain,  v/e  have  as  it  were  brought 
forth  Wind :  we  have  not  wrought  any 
Deliverance  in  the  Earth,  neither  have  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  World  fallen."  Hitherto 
your  Progrefs  is  that  of  a  Crab,  direSily 
backwards.  Nor  can  I  difcern  any  Per- 
fe(5tion  —  but  the  Perfection  of  Jefuitiiin, 
*'  Oh  I  what  a  Fall  is  here  f  "  How  per- 
verfly  has  your  primitive  Saint/liip,  yctir 
dove-like  Simplicity,  been  hatching  the 
Cockatrice  Eggs,  and  weaving  the  Spider's 
Web  ?  What  a  Change  from  pure  Nothing- 
nefs  into  flriving  to  be  every  Thing  ?  M^hat 
a  Dwindling  into  a  Great  Man  ?  'There 
was  a  Time  of  fuch  Mortification  and  Self- 
denial,  that  you  bound  yourfelf  by  a  "  re-  2  jonm. 
peated  Refolution,  7ie'vcr  more  to  [peak  a?  >c"- 
Tittle  of  worldly  Things."  But  "  /lotwith-  Letter, 
Jianding  this,  [they  are  your  own  Words]  you^  '3- 
have  often  fmce  engaged  therein'^  —  There 
was  a  Time,  when  (like  St.  Francis,  who 
made  himfelfWiv^s  and  MiftrelTes  of  Snow- 
c  balls) 
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l-aft  App.  balls)  SOU  was  in  Love  with  "  Froft  and 
^'     Snow  J  when  yozi  laid  you  down  on  the  Floor, 
andJJeptfoiindiy'y  when  you  believed^yoiifiould 
not  need  to  go  to-bed  any  more^  as  'tis  called.'' 
At  lengthy    even  a  warm  Bed  worit  ferve^ 
without  a  comfortable  Bed-Fellow.     Butj 
as  far  as  I  can  objerve^  this  is  the  Way  of 
you  all    All  are  of  the  Family  of  Love.    Aiid 
thus  "  %2X2Xi  finds  you  are  fhaking  his  King- 
dom, (jW  ;;zrzi/;zg- Mothers  in.Ifrael."     Nor 
are  there  wanting  among  you  much  worfe  and 
more  pregnant  Proofs  of  venereal '  Enthu- 
fiafm ;    the  f  range  Mixtures  of  Debauchery 
and  San5iity. 

Toil  have  bragged,  with  the  proud  Pha- 
T  Journ.  .rifee,  "  ??iy  Ways   are  not  like  other  Mens 
p- 1'7-       Ways; — Give  ??ie  where  to  fland,  and  I  will 
3  joi^i'"-  ft:ake  the  Earth :  —  /,  and  my  Brother,  are 
^  lou'rn    uyi^xceptionable  on  all  Accounts :  —  Of  Ex- 
p."8i.      periences,  that  the  Servant  might  be  as  his 
Mailer,  without  any  Corruption,  &c."     But 
ifaiahxiv. — All  fliall  fpeak,   and  fay.  unto  thee.   Art 
thou  alfo  become  weak  as  we  ?    Art  thou 
become  like  unto  us  ?    Thou  haft  faid,  I 
will  afcend  into  Heaven  ;  I  will  be  like  the 
Moft  Fligh.     They  that  fee  thee  fliall  nar- 
rowly look  upon  thee,  and  confider  thee  j 
faying,  Is  this  the  Man  that  made  the  Earth 
to  tremble,  that  did  Ihake  Kingdoms  ? 

But  hold  I    "  I  fhall  run  my f elf  out  of 

Breath  again.     I  fhall  o?ice  more  be  charged 

.  's.'ith  fetti/ig  afidc  the  New  Teflament,  ar 
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not  adverting  to  it^  in  writing  my  Pamphlet." 
Did  I  fiever  read  thofe  Scripture-Inftances, 
of  compaffing  Sea  and  Land  to  make  Pro- 
lelytes3 — of  Itraining  at  a  Gnat,  and  Iwal- 
lowing  a  Camel; — of  founding  a  Trumpet, 
and  then  praying  in  the  Synagogues,  the 
Streets,  and  the  Market-Places ;  —  devour- 
ing Widows  Houfes,  and  for  a  Shew  mak- 
ing long  Prayers  -,  —  of  Fafters  with  a  fad 
Countenance; outwardly  whited  Se- 
pulchres, but  full  of  dead  Mens  Bones, 
and  all  Uncleannefs  ?  Will  I  not  admit 
thefe  for  Parallels  ?  —  Upon  RecolleSlion^  1 
believe  there  are  fiich  Inftances.  And  I  will 
be  fo  free  with  my  Friend,  as  to  allow  yon  to ' 
make  the  hefi  of  them^  and  bring  them  to 
Account. 

Nay^  I  doubt ^  "  I  flmll  even  rim  iiito  a 
Self-Contradidlion.  For  Juftlce  calls  iipmi 
me  to  give  a  freili  Specimen  of  your  Prowefs, 
of  your  Martial  Enthuiiafm ;  by  producing 
the  Challenge  you  fent  me :  which  ?nav  be 
good  Proof  of  that  Heroic  Sandlity,  neceffiiry 
for  a  Papal  Canonization."  *'  It  is  Time,  j^etter 
Sirj  you  fhoidd  leave  your  Sculking-Place.  p-  34. 
Come  out ;  and  let  us  look  each  other  in  the 
Face." — Ton  may  perhaps  brand  me  for  a 
Coward.  But  really y  Sir^  I  am  no  Her- 
cules. Tou  know  the  Story  of  his  fighting 
with  an  Antagonill,  who  had  the  Gift  of 
transforming  himfclf  into  all  Shapes.  When 
the  Hero  thought  he  had  got  himfafe,  hejlips 
c  2  through 
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through  his  Fh?gers  in  the  Shape  of  Water  5 
or  blazeth  out  in  the  Form  of  Fire :    then  he 
roapSy  foamSy  and  tears  the  Ground^  in  the 
Figure  of  a  wild  Bull :  laftlyyhefets  a-hiffing, 
darts    his    forked    Tongue,  fpits    all    his 
Venom,  ajzd  then  glides  away^  in  the  Shape 
of  a  Serpent.     So  that  I  may  fairly  make 
this  a  Preliminary,  "AttA^jo-ov  aicLurcv,    Am- 
plify yourfelf,    and  be  one  Thing.  —  But 
there  is  fill  more  immediate  Datiger.     For 
certainly  you  would  not  ha've  your   Sincerity 
fufpe<5led,   ivhenj   mounting  your  triumphal 
Chariot,   you  "  boaf^    and  cry  Victory  ^    in 
hailing   laid   fuch   Numbers    flat    on    the 
Ground,  by  Dint  of  a  few  Words  ;  by  the 
Breath  of  your  Mouth  rendering  them  fpeech- 
lefs,  fenfelefs;    or  tortured  with  inexpref- 
iible  Agonies."     He  muft  be  a  bold  Many 
that  will  n)e?2ture  to  look  you  in  the  Face, 
though  attended  with  his  Seconds. 

'T^is  true,  you  are  fometimes  fo  good  as  to 
"  fi^  y^^^  jPnV;z^j  at  Liberty,  a7id  rcftore 
them  to  Pardon,  and  Peace."  But  fuch  a 
one  as  I  can  hardly  hope  to  merit  this  Favour 
at  your  Hands :  it  will  be  in  vain  to  beg 
Quarter. 

But  lam  not  now  entering  into  a  Detail  of 
thefe  horrible  and  fhocking  Things.  T^hey 
will  take  up  a  confderable  Fart  of  the  fol- 
lowing Pamphlet.  And  if  your  own  Ac- 
counts be  trucy — "  of  your  Fower  to  throw 
your  Followers    into    Co?iforfoJis,     Convul- 

fionSy 
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fiom^  Variety  of  unaccountable  Diforders  of 
Body  and  Mind,  into  the  moji  hellilli  Tor- 
tures ;  a72d  then  to  releafe  thejn  again  3" — If 
this  be  the  Cafe,  and  your  are  not  brought  to 
hold  up  your  Hand  at  the  Bar,  you  are 
much  obliged  to  the  late  A6t  of  Parliament, 
nvhich  repealed  the  Laws  again  ft  Witch- 
craft:.    Though,    if  I  mijiake  not,    there  is 

fill  an  Exception  as  to  the  White  Witches, 
the  Recoverers,  who  undo  what  Satan  and 
the  Black  Witches  have  do?ie.  With  Regard 
to  thefe  the  Statute  is  unrepealed. 

The  bare  Relation  of  fuch  Miferies,  which 
you  are  proud  of  inflid:ing,  ar'e  fiifficient  to 
"  make  even  me  (as  you  fpeak)  fall  into 
Serioufnefs."  j^nd yet  perhaps  Roo?n  enough 
will  be  found  for  you  to  aft  your  Mum- 
meries and  Farces,  and  make  a  ridiculous 
Figure. 

One  deplorable  Misfortune  hangs  upon  me, 
which  I  know  not  how  to  fdake  off,     "  Tou  Letter, 
take  your  Leave  of  me,  and  will  have  no-^-  '^+* 
thi?7g  to  fay  to  me,  unlefs  I  will  fet  my  Name 
to  my  Third  Part."     Upon  this  Condition, 
ther<'  is  a  PrcfpcB  of  Admiffion  to  your  good 
Graces,    and   I  may  hope  for  your   future 
Correfpondcnce ;    and   (according   to    your 
Behaviour  towards  another  Adverfary)  "  you 
will  do  me  Flonour  before  the  People"    Which 
puts  mc  in  Mind  cf  the  Cafe  of  one  "  Mafca-  Franc, 
renins,  %vho  had  llronp-h  oppofed  the  Society  "^""^l' 
01  Jeiuits.     0/,  Aavier  appeared  to  htm  one 

Ni^ht, 
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Night,  hilt  •with  his  Back  turned  upon  him. 
To  whom  Mafcareniusy^/^j  '  My  good  Saint, 
why  doji  thou  not  turn  thy  Face  towards  7neV 
Xavier  replied,  '  Be  changed  into  another 
Man,  and  then  I  will  turn  my  Face  to 
thee." 

If  you  will  excufe  me  in  making  you  the 
Image  of  a  Jefuit,  beciiiife  I  can't  help  it, 
/  will  be  more  open  about  my  Helpers,  (which 
gives  you  fome  Sollicitude)  fairly  telling  you 
who  they  are.  A?id  then,  I perfiiade  my f elf, 
you  will  entertain  no  mean  Opinion  of 
them. 

In  the  firf  Place  Jl and  your  good  Self  and 
AfTociates  ;  who  have  f applied  me  with  fiich 
ample  Materials.  /  have  little  more  Honour 
than  that  of  being  an  Echo,  rebounding, 
your  own  Words.  In  the  fecond  Rank 
fland  my  Parallels  from  Pagan,  Hereti- 
cal, and  Popiih  Enthufiafts  and  Impoftors. 
Get  the  better  of  yourfelf  and  thefe,  and  /, 
fubmit. 

Should  Satan  tempt  you  to  break  your  Rule 
of  Silence  j  or  Choler  be  fo  predominant,  as 
to  force  you  upon  another  Anfwer  -,  be'  fo 
wife  as  to  follow  my  Advice.  I  think  you 
will ;  becaufe  it  hath  been  your  Manner  -, 
and  that  you  will  liften  to  a  Friend, 

Qui  monet  ut  facias  quod  jam  facls. 

As  to  the  moji  material  Objedtions,  cr  un- 
i\nfwerable  Points,  take  no  manner  oj  Notice 

of 
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of  them:  whe?i  the  Shoe  pinches,  prcte7id 
you  dont  feel.  Though  jhnetimes  you  may 
be  allowed  to  twift,  wince,  wriggle,  fhift, 
and  prevaricate  j  or  wear  a  Mafk,  and  put 
on  the  Cloak  of  Sandtity. 

But  be  efpecially  watchful,  and  mark  di^ 
ligently^  whether  your  Opponent  advanceth 
any  'Thi?ig  that  is  not  in  his  Title-Page :  it 
being  abfolutely  necejfary  that  the  Title-Pagc 
fioidd  contain  every  Word  and  Syllable  of  the 
fubfequenf  Book :  —  Or  if  he  Jldoidd  happen  to 
jniftake  the  Page  /;z  his  Quotations,  or  not 
quote  it  at  all :  —  Or  you  take  it  in  your 
Head  to  fancy  he  has  offended  again fi  Gram- 
mar, or  writes  not  fo  good  Englilh  as  your- 
felf :  —  Here  flick  clofe  upon  him.  Catch 
him  ifi  07ie  of  thefe  enormous  Crimes  j  and 
then  you  Jland  clear  of  all  Difficulties ;  your 
Adverfary  is  entirely  confuted  ^  a7id  Metho- 
difm  is  white  as  Snow. 

Keep  up  the  good  Cujiom  of  bragging  of 
your  frequent  Prayers,  of  your  Miracles, 
the  Number  of  your  Adherents,  and  your 
Influence  over  them.,  Then  'tis  likely fome 
Pcrronet  or  other ^  will  bejiow  on  you  the 
fame  Compliment,  with  which  Father  Doza 
decoj'afed,  in  his  Sermon,  the  Founder  of 
the  Jefuits :  "  In  thefe  lafl:  Days  God  hath 
fpoken  unto  us  by  his  Son  Ignatius."  Or, 
{f  you  chufe  to  govern  by  Fear,  ycu  may  re- 
cite the  Letter  of  iEneas  Sylvius  to  Cardinal 

Firman : 
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Martyrol.  Firman :  "  Brother  John  (Capiflran)  is 
Frandfc.  ^  ^^^  of  God  :  the  People  <5/'Germany  ejiecm 
him  as  a  Prophet.  He  coiild^  whetiever  he 
pkafeth^  by  lifting  up  a  Finger^  raife  a  great 
Commotion.  T^he  Chief  Pontiff  ought  to 
reward^  and  comfort  thofe,  who  merit  well 
of  the  Roman  Church.  And  that  fuch  is 
this  John,  with  his  Brethren,  no  Body  that 
hath  any  Senfe  will  deny!' 

W^re  I  to  examine  all  the  Writings^  and 
whole  Behaviour,  of  the  Methodifts,  the 
Difquifition  would  carry  me  into  an  immoderate 
Length  :  and  I  could  eafJy  too  have  doubled 
my  Parallels.  But  both  your  Friends,  and 
mine,  will  think  enough  hath  been  faid. 
Upon  the  Whole,  however,  I  reckon  it.  Sir, 
wy  boundcri  Duty  folcmnly  to  declare, — that  I 
believe  Methodifm  (however  innocent  in  its 
Conception  and  Birth)  to  'have  been  gra- 
dually and  diligently  nuifed  up  into  a  Syllem 
of  folemn  Impofture  3  —  that  I  fee  nothing 
in  this  Difpenfation  thus  managed,  but 
what  lies  in  common  with  the  moft  frantic 
and  peftilent  Fanaticifms,  that  have  fo 
often  poifoned  the  Chriflian  World-,  nothing 
that  is  not  drinking  up  the  very'  Dregs  of 
Popery  in  particular,- — That  (notwithfland- 
ing  your  lly  Infmuations  of  having  to  do 
with  a  Middletonian  and  Antifcripturifl ) 
the  undoubted  Revelation,  contained  in  the 
lively    Oracles    of   Holy  Scripture,  is  my 

fole 
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fole  Rule  of  Faith  and  Manners;  and  jny 
Reverence  for  thofe  facred  Writings  is  boimd 
about  my  Heart.  For  which  very  Reafon^  I 
nvould  (as  ?nuch  as  in  me  lies)  preve?it  their 
Honour  ajid  Authority  from  being  exfofed  to 
Scorn  by  the  Mockery,  Traveftie,  and  Bur- 
lefque  of  Methodifm.  Therefore  wherever 
I  find  a  great  Strefs  laid  upon  fome  imagi- 
nary, infignificant,  or  unintelligible  Peculi- 
arities ;  —  the  Word  of  God  turned  into  a 
Conjuring  Book ;  —  the  Divine  Ordinances 
either  lightly  efeemed^_  or  imputed  to  the 
Devil ; — good  Works  either  undervalued^  or 
trodden  under  Foot ;  —  Wild-fire  dangeroifly 
tojfed  about,  injlead  of  that  Light  which 
came  down  from  Heaven; — pufy  Frete?!- 
fions  to  extraordinary  Revelations,  Infpira- 
tions,  ufurping  the  Name  of  the  Holy  One  j 
with  perfonal  Conferences  with  God,  Face 
to  Face  3  — enthufiaftic  Ranters  comparing 
themfelves  with  Prophets,  and  Apoflles,  if 
not  with  QXwi'H  himfelf -, — the  moji  wild  and 
extravagant  Behaviour,  the  Phrenzles  of  a 
difurhed  Brain,  or  deluded  Imagination-,  the 
Fffe5ls  of  Fits,  of  a  weak  Head,  or  difeafed 
Body,  all  turned  into  fo  many  Tefts  and 
Marks  of  Saintfhip  j  —  the  Spirit  of  Pride 
and  Vanity  pofefing  the  Leaders ;  a  Spirit 
of  Envy,  Rancour,  Broils,  and  itnplacable 
Animofties,  dafi:ing  each  other  in  Pieces ;  a 
Spirit  of  Bittcrncfs  and  Vncharitablenefs  to- 
d  wards 
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wards  the  reji  of  Mankind -^  —  a  Trogrefs 
through  Immorality,  Scepticifm,  Infidelity, 
Atheifm,  through  fpiritual  Defertions,  De- 
fpair  and  Madnefs,  made  the  Gate  of  Per-. 
feftion  i — an  imaginary  New  Birth  to   be 
brought  to  pafs  by  Means  ^real  Tortures,  of 
foyne  of  the  moft  exqiiifite  Pangs  and  Suffer- 
ings that  cfn  affeB  Human  Nature  \  —  if^)\ 
•where  thefe  are  found,  and  many  more  equally 
horrible,  one  may  eafily  difcern  a  wide  Dif- 
ference  between  fuch  a   Difpenfation    and 
genuine  Religion  j  —  as  well  as  the  bungling 
Hand  that  is  fubjijtuting  the  former  in  the 
Place  of  the  other.     O'^^e  may  eafily  difcerjt 
what  Strangers  fuch  inconfiftent  Ramblers 
muji   be  to  the  true  Devotion,    as  well  as 
Comforts,  of  a  fedate,  compofed  Piety ;  to 
a  firm  Belief  of  our  Maker  and  Redeemer, 
and  confiant  Reliance  upon  Providence  j  to  a 
Jleady  Courfe  of  fincere,  habitual,  and  un- 
affeded   Religion ;    to  the  cherifiing    of  a 
warm  Love  of  God  in  the  Heart,  and  well- 
tempered  TL^'Afor  the  Truths  of  his  infpired 
Word,  and  this  proved  by  the  Love  of  our 
Neighbour: — To  a  general  Obfervance  and 
Attendance  &n  the  Means  of  Grace,  and  a 
well-grounded  Hope  of  Glory.  —  Go,  and 
compare  the  Chaff  with  the  Wheat. 

Nor  are  the  evil  Tendencies  of  Metho- 
difm  in  the  leaf  diminifed  by  being  covered 
with  the  Cloak  of  Sancftity,  and  ornamented 

with 
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with  the  Trappings  of  plaulible  Artifices, 
and  fair  Pretences.  They  may  help  to  fpi-ead 
the  Delufion,  but  are  a  high  Aggravation  of 
the  Crime. 

The  Cafe  is  the  fame^  in  the  oftentatioiis 
Declarations  of  prophefying,  cafling  out 
Devils,  the  Gift  of  Healing,  or  other  mira- 
culous Powers  among  you.  They  tend  evi- 
dently to  render  the  true  Gifts  of  the  Spirit 
fufpicious ;  to  bring  a  Reproach  and  Scan- 
dal on  the  Prophecies,  and  Miracles,  which 
eftablifh  the  Infpiration  of  the  everlafting 
Gofpel.  But  thus  it  muft  be.  Thefe  are 
ufual  and  necefTary  Engines  of  hair-brained 
Enthufiafts,  and  crafty  Impoftors,  for  work- 
ing upon  the  Pafiions  of  weak,  credulous, 
or  dillempered  People.  While  there  are 
any  fuch  People  in  the  TVorld,  a  deceitful 
Worker  will  fcarce  fail  of  fome  Degree  of 
Succefs.  And  if  great  Mifchief  be  not  the 
Confequence,  'tis  owing  to  that  Providential 
Being,  who  fru{lrateth  the  Tokens  of  Liars, 
and  maketh  Diviners  mad. 

When  you  have  confidered  thefe  Things  tho- 
roughly^ in  a  fober  and  difpaffionate  State  of 
Mind,  sou  will  have  Reafon  to  account 
me, 

SIR, 

Your  real  and  faithful  Friend. 


d  2  POST- 
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TO  U  may  obfa'vCy  Sir^  that  I  have 
taken  a  View  of  Methodifm  on  the 
brightefl:  Side,  aizd  in  the  befl:  Light : 
becaufe  I  have  taken  my  Materials,  almoji 
wholly^  from  its  mofi  celebrated  Preachers. 
Were  we  to  defcend  to  the  Tenets  and  Anions 
of  scur  Under-Teachers,  and  mofl  obedient 
Followers,  "  What  a  Scene  woidd  be  here 
dlfclofedV  A  few  hifiances  of  this  Nature 
will  appear  in  the  following  Diicourfe.  One 
more^  being  an  Affidavit,  that  very  lately  was 
put  into  my  Hands ^  Ifiallhere  fubjoin.  And 
I  am  credibly  informed  that  other  fuch  Doc- 
trines and  Tracts  may  befoon  colkBed^  either 
proved  upon  Oath,  or  otherwife  well-attefted, 
fuficient  to  make  a  reaibnable  Volume. — It 
may  be  right  to  huve  a  Corps  de  Referve. 

"  The 
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"  The  Information  of  T^homas  Lovell,    of 
Stoke-Damerel  in   the  County    of  Devon, 
Sail-maker,    taken  before  me  the   25th 
of  May,  A.  D.  1747. 

'  Tins  Informant  o?i  his  Oath  volimtarily 
faith,  that  he  forinerly  attended  the  Meetings. 
of  thofe   Perfo?is    who   call   themfehes  Me- 
thodifts,  being  invited  fo  to  do  by  one  of  their 
Preachers,  called  Crownley :    and  that  they 
divide  themfehes  ifito  differejit  Claffes,  where 
they  tneet  at  private  Iloufes :    that  a  Huf- 
band  and  Wife  cant  be  of  the  fame  Clafs, 
nor  Father  and   Son,    nor  a  Brother  and 
Sifter.      T^hat  they  often  pretend  to  receive 
the  Spirit,  and  they  that  receive  it  (as  they 
fay)  jump  about  the  'Room,  and  afi  others  if 
they  dont  fee  the  Spirit.     And  that  he  is 
credibly  infor??iedy  that  one  Jofeph  Peters,  of 
the  faid  Parifh,    [who  is,  fince  he  followed 
thefe  People,    out  of  his  Senfes,    but  before 
was  a  very  reafonable  Perfon)  reported  he 
was  in  a  Trance,    or  deep  Sleep,  when  an 
Angel  appeared  to   him,    and  told  hi?n,  he 
Jhould  go  to  his  Mother,  and  bring  her  into 
the  Society  of  Methodifts;  and,  if  fie  re- 
fifed,  he  ftmdd  kill  her :  and  that  he  a^ually 
attempted  to  cut  her  Throat,    as  he  is  in- 
formed.     And  that  the  Reader  of  each  Meet- 
ing,   after    they    have '  prayed    after   their 
Manner,  and  Jung  Pfalms,   colledied  Money 
from  all  prefent,  for  which  they  account  to 
the  Preachers,    who   come    at    "Times  from 

dijla7it 
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dijlant  Places,  That  at  fo?ne  Meetings  he 
hath  known  and  bee?i  prefejit,  when  Women 
have  been  taken  from  the  Rooms  where  they 
rnety  and  carried  into  Bed-Chambers,  and 
thrown  upon  Beds  j  where  they  have  laiti  in 
Fits,  or  Swoons,  and  the  Preacher  has  cried 
cut  at  the  fame  Time^  let  thef7i  alone,  for  the 
Spirit  was  entering  into  them.  And  that 
he  hath  known  feveral  of  them  leave  their 
Work  and  Labour,  by  which  they  and  their 
Families  were  to  be  fupported,  to  atte?id  the 
Runnagate  Preachers :  and  that  in  the 
The  Dock  Yard  *  many  of  them  have  drawn  Workmen 
^^^^  V^^'  from  their  Labour  to  preach  to  them,  to  the 
great  Hindrance  of  xh^YAng^V^oxk.^.  That 
he  hath  frequently  himfelf  contributed  to  their 
Collection,  but  knows  not  how  the  Money  is 
difpofed  cf  That  there  are  7iow  at  Dock 
eleven  Leaders  of  fo  many  differ ejit  Claffes. 
That  he  hath  frequently  heard  Crownley,  and 
William  Drake,  who  is  alfo  one  among  them, 
and  feveral  others,  ajjert,  that  after  they 
have  received  the  Spirit  they  cannot  lin ; 
and  if  they  commit  any  Sin,  it  is  only  an 
Error  in  fiich  -,  and  let  them  do  whatever 
they  pleafe  after  their  Adoption,  however 
iinful  the  A(fl  is,  they  are  fure  to  be  faved 
notwithflanding. 

Thomas  Lovell/ 
Taken  before  me,  the  Day 
and  Tear  above-mentioned, 
J.  Snow." 

"  Mem. 
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*'  Mem.  Jofeph  Peters,  upon  talkhig 
with  a  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, was  convinced  that  his  Vifion  was  a 
Diabolical  Delufion,  if  any  Thing.  He  re^ 
ceived  the  Sacrament,  and  feemed  well  in  his 
Senfes  for  feme  time ;  but  ftill  followed  the 
Methodifts :  and^  upon  a  fecond  Vifion,  he 
again  attempted  killing  his  Mother,  and 
aSiually  fet  the  Houfe  on  Firej  a72d  was 
fent  away  to  a  Mad-houfe." 

This  may,  in  a  great  Meafiire^  ferve  for 
an  Anfwer  to  thofe  who  inquire^  What  is 
the  Religion  of  Methodifm  ? 


THE 


THE 


ENTHUSIASM 
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Methodists,   &c. 
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SECTION    I. 

COMPARISONS,  'tis  iaid,  are 
odious.  Thofe  I  have  drawn  have 
probably  been  fo  to  the  Mefhodijis-^ 
and,  I  am  fure,  troublefome  to  myfeif. 
But  having  already  traced  thefe  Pretended 
Rcforfners  through  feverul  of  their  EJithu^ 
fiaftic  and  Fanatic  Ways,  and  marked  how 
exadtly  (I  know  not  by  what  Chance,  Fa- 
tality, or  Defjgn)  they  have  trodden  in  the 
Steps  of  their  Popifj  Predeccjjbrs ;  I  am 
now,  however  weary,  to  follow  them  into 
B  mgre 
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more  cf  their  'Dehfions^  which  are  the  na- 
tural Properties,  Tendencies y  and  Effc^s  of 
iht'ir Jinuige  Difpenjation. 

The   Reader   may   recolledl   what   was 
£iid  befjre  in  their  own  Words,    "  of  their 
"  bitter  and  uncharitable  Spirit  towards  all 
"  not  of  their  Sedt; — their  own  mutual 
*'  Rancours  and  Quarrels  j  their  biting  and 
"  devouring  one  another  j  having  difputed 
"  away  both  their  Faith  and  Love,   and 
**  not  like  to  come  to  any  fure  Founda- 
"  tion ;  each  of  their  Parties^  and  Leaders 
*'  of  their  Parties,    charging  one  another 
"  with  efpoufing  a  New  Gojpely  teaching 
"  the    moft    wicked  J    eJjentially-erroneQUSy 
**  blajphemoiiSy  and  damnable  DoBrines  ;.  - — 
"  prodigious  Numbers    ceafing    from    all 
"  Means  of  Grace,  from  attending  Churchy 
"  Sacrament Sy  Prater y  and  readi?2g  Serif- 
"  turey  and  making  a  ^e]l  of  it  all  \ — a  ge- 
"  neral  Temptation  to  leave  q'A  good  JVorks  \ 
"  a  Cry  of,  *  No  Works,  no  Law,    no  Com- 
"  mandmcnts  j  (hocking  Moravian  Tenets, 
''  that   reading   the  Bible,     receiving    the 
*'  Comnmnion^  running  to  Church,  ^c,  are 
**  the  Dj'vil; — Every-where   more    and 
*'  more  Proofs   of  their    grievous   Confu- 
*'  fions  and  Diilradions  driving  them  to 
"  their  Wit's  End; — their  Doubts  and  Ps^ea- 
**  fonings  what  Faith  is  ?  Whether  there 
"  be  ^x\y  Degrees  of  it  ?  Whetljer  they  have 
"  any  Faith  at  all  ?  Whether  Faith  be  not 

"  luffiiient 
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'*  fufficient  ivithout  good  Works,  and  doth 
"  not  even  require  the  Rxchifion  of  good 
«  Works?  &c, 

Thefe  are  fome,  but  thefe  not  the  worfl, 
of  the  bleffed  Tendencies  and  EfFeds  of  our 
neiaj  Rejorniation;  rifing  in  great  Variety, 
and  to  a  high  Degree,  within  a  £hort  time 
after  Mdhodifm  was  broached.  And  it  is 
eafy  to  judge  how  grievoufly  the  Minds 
and  Confciences  of  the  Followers  muft  of 
courfe  be  harrafTed  and  perplexed.  What 
fliall  they  do,  or  think  ?  Whom,  or  what 
fellow,  among  TeacberSy  each  called  and  di- 
reBcd  by  Heaven^  each  accufing  the  other 
of  infufing  damnable  Errors  f  Some  of  their 
wild  Tenets,  and  horrid  Dod^rines,  have 
fo  harrow'd  the  Souls  of  the  poor  People, 
and  caufed  fuch  a  vehement  DiHradlion, 
as  to  drive  them  into  Defpalr^  Madnej's^ 
and  Bedlam.  Let  us  try,  in  fome  In- 
ftances,  whether  this  be  not  the  natural 
^endency\  and  aditial  Confcquence. 

§.2.  What  could  be  exped:ed  from 
their  training  up  their  Difiiples  to  the  Ex- 
peBation  of  Jmpulfes^  Impreffions,  Feelings^ 
Experiejices^  Sec.  but  that  fome  Hiould  be 
elated  with  groundlefs  Confidences  and  Pre^ 
fumpticn  j  and  others  funk  into  the  difmal 
dnd  dreadful  Gulph  ol  Tiefpair  ?  Perfons  of 
weak  Spirits,  or  a  melancholy  Difpofition 
(and  therefore  the  more  likely  to  fall  into 
B  2  Methodifm) 
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Methodifit)  will   naturally  be  carried   into 
Dejpondency^  look  upon  themfelves  as  re- 
probated, AndforJakenofGod;  bccaufethey 
do  not  feel  thefe  Effe<fts  in  themfelves,  nor 
come   up    to    the   Experiences   of  others. 
3  Journ.  Accordingly  Mr.  Wejley  tells  us  of  *'  fome, 
^^^'   ^'   who  utterly  refuled  to  be  comforted,  till 
they   fhould  jeel  their   Souls   at   reft  — .'* 
Joarn.    Even  the  high-flown  Mr.  Seward^   "  wants 
P-  43'  S7-to  make  all  dejpair^  who  have  not  the  feeling 
of  the  Holy  Ghojl ;"  and  yet  is  "  himfelf 
caft  down  for  want  of  Experiences  enjoyed 
by  others, —  is  tofled  almoft  to  Dejpair." 
On  the  other  hand,    thofe  of  a  confident 
and   bold  Temper,  ftirred   up   by  Imagi- 
nation and  a  heated  Brain,  have  daringly 
fet   up  their  own  groundlefs  and  wicked 
Jmprejfions  for  the  Will  of  God.      Hence 
Mr.  Whitefieldy    in  his  penitential  and  re- 
canting State,    fadly  bewails  "  his  making 
Imprefllons  without    the    written   Word, 
his  Rule   of  a(fting".      And  Mr.    Wejley^ 
in  his  Zeal  againil  the  Moravians,  com- 
plains  of  this   Prefiintption,    as   *'  Enthu- 
jiajlicy  and  tending  to  produce  whatever  is 
wicked  and  abfurd,  and  that  without  Re^ 
tnedy.'"      See  Comparifon,   2d  Part,  page 
104 — 8. 

The  Cafe  is  much  the  fame  from  their 
Dodlrine   of  A[j'urance  of  Far  don  and  Sal- 
vation.     Mr.   Seward  is   fo   charitable  as 
]fourn.    **  to  wifh  all  Perfons  mady  who  were  not 
pag.  9-'  afjured 
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cjjured  of  Forglvenefs."  Mr.  Whitejleld  %s, 
**   it  is   a  dreadful    Miftake   to    deny   thesJcum. 
Docl?'i?ie  of  Afjurances ;  and  that  A[jur<ince 
of  Eternal  Salvation  is  one  of  the  Privileges 
ofCbnfs   Followers:'      And    Mr.   PFi/ley 
has  taken  care  to  pufli  the  Docftrine  home. 
For,  belides  his  Writings,  you  may  depend 
upon  the  following  Story ;  and  no  doubt 
but  his  Pradlice  has  been  the  fame  in  other 
Places.     "  A  fenfible,  honeft  Woman  told 
the  Bi/kop  of  Exeter,  in  Prefence  of  feve- 
ral  WitnefTcs,  that  Mr.  J.  Wefey  came  to 
her  Houfe,  and  queftioned  her,  *  whether 
{lie    had  an    A[jurance  of  her   Salvation  ? 
Her  Anfwer  was,  that  flie  hoped  flie  fhould 
be  faved,  but  had  no  abfolute  Afjurance  of 
it.      Why   then,    replied   he,     *  Ton  are 
in  Hell',  yon  are  damned  already,'     This  fo 
terrified  the  poor  Woman,  who  was  then 
with  Childy  that  fhe  was  grievoufly  afraid 
of  mifcarrying,   and   could   not  in  a  long 
time  recover  her  right  Mind.      For   this, 
and  the  Mefhodijls  asking  her  to  live  upon 
Free-Cojly  flie  determined  to  admit  no  more 
of  them  into  her  Houfe."      So  much  is 
her  own  Account  to  his  Lordfip,  on  whofe 
Authority  it  is  here  publiflied.     And,  had 
fhe   been   a  Perfon   of  fomething  weaker 
Spirits,  who  knows  what  might  have  been  . 
the  Confequence  ?    Perhaps,  Lofs   of  her 
^enfes^  or  of  her  own  and  Child's  Lije. 

And 
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And  how  fliall  tender  Minds  ftand  the 
Shock  of  thefe  violent  Affaults  ?  When 
fuch  a  confident  Ajjiirance  is  made  a  certain 
Mark  of  Grace,  and  the  Want  of  it  as 
certain  a  Mark  of  Damnation ;  what  can 
the  Weak,  the  Modeft  and  Humble,  the 
Melancholy,  (vv^ho  cannot  wind  themfelves 
up  to  the  highefl:  Pitch  of  Self-conceit  and 
Prefumption)  do  ?  They  will  of  courfe 
fall  into  Fears  and  Doubts,  and  Defpera- 
tiony  as  Perfons  in  a  reprobate  Condition  ; 
becaufe  they  have  not  the  fame  Experi- 
efices  with  others,  not  only  of  knowing 
^^nd  feeling,  but  ad:uallyy^^//7g-  Chrifi  taking 
away  their  Sins. 

Others  indeed,  by  the  Help  of  a  con- 
ceited Temper,  and  prefumptuous  Imagi- 
nation, will  take  care  to  work  up  their 
Brain  into  an  Ajj'uraiice.  But  are  they  fure 
they  are  fafe,  and  ftand  upon  firm  Ground  ? 
Mr.  Whitefield  [fee  his  Anfiver  to  EnthU' 
fiafm,  5cc.  pag.  31.]  "  readily  grants,  that 
fome  of  the  Methodifis,  who  really  had  not 
this  Afjurance,  have  prefumptuoufly  ima- 
gined that  they  had  it,"  And  doth  he 
pretend  to  the  Gift  of  difcerning  the  Spirits, 
fo  as  to  be  clear  which,  or  whether  any  of 
them,  had  it  ?  Thefe  are  fome  of  "  the 
Extremes,  into  which  the  Methodifis  are  apt 
to  run :  "  Such  the  Danger,  either  of 
rifing  into  Prefumption,  or  finking  into 
Defpair, 

§•  3-  To 
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§.  3-  To  fpeak  more  generally.    As  far  as 
I  can  obfcrve,  thefe  dieadful  Apprehenfions 
pufliing  them  upon  Defpair^2CiQ  the  common 
Lot,  and  almoft  effential  Part,  o^  Methodijm, 
Their  Auditors  and  Profelytes  are  fo  drench- 
ed  with  the  Teacher  s  bitter  Potions,  and 
horrid  DoSlrijies,  and  carrying;  fome  Points 
o^  Religion  to  an  extravagant  Height,  (I  do 
not  mean  good  JVorks,  of  that  they  have 
fufficiently  cleared  themfelves ;    but  fome 
trifling,    abfurd,    or  groundlefs  Peculiarly 
ties ;)  or  fuch  is  the  Fatality  flicking  clofe 
to  Enthiifiam, — that  they   frequently  fink' 
into  this  terrible  State.     Some  Inftances  \ 
have  known   myfelf ;  and  have  heard   fo 
much  of  it  from  others,  both  Clergy  and 
Laity  ;  that  I  make  no  doubt  of  the  Fact : 
and   themfelves   own   enough  of  it  for  a 
Foundation  of  the  Charge.     Nor  is  it  Mat- 
ter of  much  Wonder,  that  Perfons  of  fuch 
unfettled    Minds,    and    rambling    Brains, 
toffed  up  and  down  between  Tranfports  of 
Joy  and  Prefumption,  and  the  Dejcdions 
of   Defolations    and    Defertions  j    Perfons 
over-run  with  Scepticifm,  Doubts  and  De- 
nials both  of  Natural  and  Revealed  Reli- 
gion ;  frequent  Relapfes  into  thefe,  as  well 
as  into  the  Mire   of  Sin,    [  fee   Compar. 
Part  2d.  §.  14,  ^c.^^ — fliould  frequently 
find  themfelves  overwhelmed  with  Defpe- 

ration* 
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Wefley  ration.      Hence    one    complains,    **  The 
paiT""  Enemy  of  Souls  laid   fo  many  things  to 
J9,42,43,my  Charge,  that  fometimes  I  defpaired  of 
44»  92-    Heaven."      Others    "  have   nothing  but 
Devils  ready  to  drag  them  to  Hell,  — arc 
in  Defpair  feveral  Years  j  —  in  Defpair  of 
pag.zV  finding  Mercy ;  — fall  into  the  Depth  of 
Defpair^    roar  out,     they  are  damned.  — 
-         One  tempted  to  Self-murder,  to  hang,  or 
p.  lo,  zs.drown   himfelf,    &V."       In  the  Atcount 
of  the  two  Hitchem's  (which  the  Metho^ 
dijii  have  publifhed)  one  of  them  "  thought 
God  had  left  him  a  Caft-away ;"  the  other y 
"  by  entertaining  fome  Thoughts  of  Mar^ 
riage^  the  Devil's  Snare,   found  his  Heart 
quite  drawn  from  God,   whereby  he  was 
quickly  plunged  into  Darknefs  of  Soul,— 
would   often   tell  his  Brother   he  was   in 
Hell.'' — Nor  could  Mr.  Seward,  or  White- 
field,   or   Wejley   himfelf,    efcape  this   fore 
Wefley  Evil.     "  Doubtful  of  my  own  State  i — 
2  journ.  clearly  convinced  oi  Unbelief -, — immediate- 
P'  '^'      ly   it   ftruck   into    my    Mind,     leave   off 
Preaching. — At  length  had   an  AJjurance 
of  Forgivenefs.  —  Had     more     Comfort, 
Peace,  and  Joy, — began  to  prefume. — Again 
thrown  into  Perplexity ;  —  much  in  Doubt 
whether  God  would  not  lay  me  afide.  " — 
7  Journ.  — Mr.  Whitejield  was  once  fo  good  as  to 
P  68.      take  the  Honour  upon  himfelf  of  caufing 
Defpair.      "  A  Woman    defiring    me   to 
baptize  her  Child,   I,  being  otherwife  en- 
gaged^ 
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■gaged,  rcfiifcd.  Upon  this  the  Dcuil  af- 
faulted  her  in  a  mofl  violent  manner,  and 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  her,  that  all  I 
told  her  were  Ijies.  She  was  cafl  info 
Darbiefsy  — went  to  Body  where  the  Devil 
would  fain  have  perfuaded  Iier  to  cut  the 
Child's  Throat  with  a  Pair  of  Sciff'ars. 
But  Chrijl  delivered  her,  and  Safa?i  imme- 
diately left  her."  He  may  have  the  Glor)\ 
if  he  pleafeth.  But  the  Difeafe^  called 
Methodifniy  is  fufficicnt.  [  See  Compar. 
Part  2d.  p.  82. — ] 

The  fame  horrible  and  black  EfFediS  of 
diftemper'd  Enthufiafm  are  commonly  found 
among  the  moft  extravagant    Fafiatics   of 
the  Fapacy.     A  long  Lift  of  Female  Suf- 
ferers m.ight  be  produced  :    Such  as  M.  of 
Pazzi^    "  whom  five   furious  Devils  at-  .  Life, 
tacked,   tempting    her   to  Blafphemy    and^'^'*^^' 
Infidelity,    to   Pride   and   Prefumption,  to 
Gluttony  and  Lafcivioufnefs ;  and  then  to 
Dcfpair^  fo  far  that  once  fhe  took   up  a 
Knife  to  kill   herfelf  j  but  the  Virgin  Mary 
ftepped  in,  and  prevented  it." — I  might 
mention   too  a  fatal  Inftance,  not  indeed 
of  Defpair,  but  prefumptuous  Afurance  of 
Sahuation  :    "A  young  Woman,  who  ob-  Manni 
ferved  the  Rule  of  St.  Francis,  bcins;  a/Tured^^^  ^'^^' 
ff  Sahation ;  the  Devil  appears  to  her  in 
the   Shape  of  St.    Francis^  perfuading  her 
to  make  fure  of  Heaven^  by  inftautly  harig- 
ing  herfelf,  and  (lie  did  io.'' 

C  Nor 


(      10     ) 

Nor  is  Defperation  a  more  uncommon 
Cafe  among  the  7Jide  Saints^  and  fuch   as 
were    the    faireft    Models    of   Methodifm. 
Francis  of  Sales,  "  after  his  Tranfports  of 
Spiritual  Joy,  was  reduced  to  Darknefs  and 
Sadnrjs,  and  even  a  Diflruji  of  all  T^ruth  \ — • 
Satan    perfuading  him    that  God  had  de- 
creed his  Damnation  ,  — is  cafl  into  a  deep 
Melancholy— Df/^^/r  in  his  Look  - —  but, 
however,   is  in   a  Moment  recovered  by  a 
Prayer   to  the   Virgin   Mary''    [  Compar, 
Part  2d.  pag.   177-] 
Conform.       "  St.  Francis,    in    Imitation    of  Chrijl, 
foI.s9,6o.^|^Q^g  ^^^'^'/w  Apofiles,    one  of  which    de- 
fpaired  and  hanged  himfelf:  which  gave  the 
Saint  a  frefli  Advantage,  by  making  him 
flill  7nore  like  to  his  Saviour.'" — The  Grand 
MafFei     Majler  ofPopiJh  Methodifm,  "St.  Ignatius, 
Vit.  ign.  ^^^g  oppreiTed  fo  with  Defpair,  that  he  at- 
tempted to  deftroy  himfelf,  and  throw  him- 
felf out  of  Window.     But  afterwards  more 
narrowly  examining  his  Confcience,  he  rofe 
into  a  ftrong  Tentation  of  Vain-glory.  For 
it  ruflied  into  his  Mind,  that  he  was  per- 
fectly jufl,  and  need  not  doubt  in  the  leaft 
of  his  Salvation."      And  the  Author  ob- 
ferves,  **  that  both  his  fcrupulous  Defpoiid- 
encies,    and  confident  Vanity  of  Afjurance, 
were  fraudulent  Suggeftions   of  the  Devil. 
By  thefe  means,   however,  he  obtained   of 
Martyr.    God  a  wonderful  Science  in  curing  the  Con^ 
Francifc.  fdenccs  of  Other s.'' —  **  Friar  Rizerus  was 
^^^•7-  tempted 
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tempted  by  Sdfd?2  to  the  Brink  of  Defpau\ 
and  Apprehenfion  o(  h^'ngforfaken  by  God -, 
*till  St.  Francis  took  him  under  his  Ma- 
nagement, CrolTed  him,  and  kifled  him, 
carried  him  into  PerfeBion,  and  working 
of  Miracles:' 

We   fliall   fee  hereafter   fuch    Favours 
granted  to   our  Methodilts,     In  the  meanAnfw.  to 
time,    Mr.  JVeJlcy  will   hardly   allow   any^^^"""^^' 
Inftances  of  real  Defpair  among  the  Me^ 
thodijls ;    becaufe  they  do   not  make  away 
with   themfelves.      And  he  will   tell  us, 
that  "  v/hat  the  World  calls  Z)^^^/r,   is  a 
CojiviBion  of  Sin,    of  God's   Wrath,    and 
Man's  Inability, —  in  which  properly  con- 
fifts  that  Poverty  of  Spirit  and  Mourning,  3  journ. 
which  are  the  Gate  ofChri/iian  PerfeBion:' V-  82-3. 

Not  fo,  I  hope,  when  under  thefe  De-4  Joum; 
fpairings  they  are  uttering  Ciirfes  and  Blaf-  ?•  ^4-  38* 
phemtes :  —  Not  fo,   when   the  Defpair  is  3  Joum. 
injected   by  Satan,  or  the  Effecl  of  diabo-^' '^^' 
Heal  PoJjeJJion  : — Not  fo,  in  Cafes  of  a  Re-  5  joum. 
lapfe  ;    as   in   that    blafphetning   Defpairer,  P-  -^»  ^^' 
*'  whofe  horrible  Dread  was  immediately 
taken  away  by  Prayer,  and  flie  had  fome 
Dawnings  of  Hope  j'*  but  who,   as  Mr. 
Wejley  elfewhere  confeffeth,  "  was  foon  af-  Anfw.  to 
ter,    if  not   at   that  ijcry  time,   a    com??2on^^^"'^^' 
Projfitiite." — Nor,  in  general,  can  I  allow,  ^' ^^* 
that  what  Divines  and  the  World  ufually 
call   D(ifpair  (often  a  Sin,  and  always  a?z 
XJnhappinefs)  fliould  be  taught  as  a  Duty, 
C  1  and 


(     12     ) 

Light  in  and   the  Gate    of  FerfeBion.      "  I  have 

Part  3-     ^^^^  opprelled   (fays  A.  Bourig?ion)  Night 

Letter  20.  and  Day  with  Fears  of  being  forfaken,  and 

with  Defpondency  of  Heart."   The  Vicifli- 

tudes  of  Horrors  and  Comforts,  Light  and 

Darknefs,  are  the  plain  Eflfefts  of  the  Me- 

thodijl's  Rnthiijiafm  j  either  can  fed  or  aug- 

merited   by  their    Teachers    chimerical  and 

frightful  Do5frines ;    who  having  fubdued 

the    Reafon   and   Underflandinc;    of  their 

People,    put    them   in    PofTeffion    of  the 

Maxini^ 

Una  faliis  'uiciis  niillam  fperare  falutern. 
The  only  Security  of  Salvation  is  to  de- 
fp'air  of  it.  An  Hypochondriac  or  Melan- 
choly  Conftitiition  (perhaps  generally)  leads 
to  the  Difcafe  j  naturally  creating  Fears, 
Sufpicions,  and  Defpair  ;  the  Phyfician  fup- 
plies  Dofes  naturally  encouraging  and  in- 
creafing  the  Difeafe :  The  People  love  to 
have  it  fo,  and  the  magnified  Cure  is,  as 
one  fays,   tiih&v  JJjort-liv'dy  or  ill-foimded,. 

§.  4.  'Tis  but  too  notorious,  that  the 
fame  Enthifafm,  under  the  fame  Manage- 
ment, hath  driven  Numbers  of  thefe  un- 
happy Creatures  into  dire6l  Madnefs  and 
DiflraBion^  either  of  the  mcaping,  or  the 
raving  Kind  j  or  both  of  them,  by  fucceffive 
tits  5  or  into  the  manifold  Symptoms  of 
a  Dcliritw?,  and  Thren-zy, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wcfley  indeed  "  cannot  find  fo  i^"^^^  ^hlTch^° 
as  one  of  the  Methodijis,  either  Man,  Wo-p,  ^^ 
man,  or  Child,  who  have  been  thus  driven  3  Joum- 
to  DijlraSlion : — and  their  Madnefi  is  Con-^^^'    ^* 
viSiion  of  Sin.''     And  all  of  them,  doubt- 
lefs,  fay  the  fame.     But  Men  fo  charged 
will  not  be  allowed  as  competent  Judges  m 
their  oicn  Cafe ;  efpecially  where  they  are 
fuppofed   to    be    touched  with   the  fame 
Dijlemper. 

Thus  much   however   they   mull:,  and 
do,  own  J — that  they  have  been  looked  upon 
as  mad  (  on  account    of    their  wild    and 
frantic  Ad:ions)  by  Vriends  and  Relations ^  by 
indifferent  Perfons,    by   regular   Phyficians 
(the  moll:  proper  Judges)^  by  the  World  in 
general ;  and  have  been  fent   to   Bedlam^ 
and  adjudged  there  to  be  Perfons  difraSied, 
Nor  do  I  fee  how  the  fudicious  and  In- 
telligetit  Part  of  the  World  can  form  any 
other  Notion ;  while  the  genuine  Signs  of 
Madnefs  are  upon  the  Methodijis ;  and  the 
moft  abfurd,    irregular  and    frantic   Beha- 
viour and  Imaginations  are  obtruded  as  the 
Marks   and    Proofs  of  true   Piety.      Any 
Perfon    in    his  Sc7ifes  will   certainly    form 
fuch  a  Conclufion  even    from   their   own 
Narratives^  related,  no  doubt,  in  the  moft 
favourable  manner  to  themfelves. 

One  would  not  indeed  believe  the  '  Re- 
port raifed  by  the  Dtvil,  that  Mr.  White- 
fidd  was  tnad'^  bccaufe  he  is  the  Father 

of 
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of  Lies ;    bat   we    may    believe    himfelf, 
1  Deal,    when  he  fays,  "  he  might  very  well  be 
P- 42- 3  5- taken  to  be  really  mad ;   and  that  his  7^6'- 
latiojis  counted  his  Life  Madnejl'^  —  An- 
other was  accounted  mad  by  her  Friends 
for  thefe  three  Years ;  who  accordingly  bled, 
blifter'd  her,  and  what  not." — Mr.  White- 
3  journ.  jleU  relates  the  Cafe  of  ''  young  Peria?7i, 
p. 98-103.  ^l^^£-g  p^^jj^j.  \^^^  fgj^^.  j^ij^j^  ^Q  Bedlam  for 

fuch  Symptoms  of  Madnefs,  as  fafting  for 
near  a  Fortnight  j  praying  fo  as  to  be 
heard  four  Story  high  ;  felling  his  Cloaths, 
and  giving  them  to  the  Poor.  Air.  Seward 
and  other  Methodijis  waited  on  the  Com- 
tnittee  of  the  Governors  of  Bedla?n  j  they 
plead  for  him,  and  own  that  young  Peo- 
ple, under  their  firft  Awakenings,  were 
ufually  tempted  by  the  Devil  to  run  into 
fome  Extremes.  The  Committee  judge 
Mloitejieldj  Seward^  and  all  their  Follower s^ 
to  be  as  tnad  as  the  young  Man,  and 
really  be/ide  themfehoes.  And  to  prove  Mr, 
Periain  to  be  certainly  mad,  they  alledge, 
that  when  he  firft  came  to  Bedlam,  he 
firippcd  himfelf  to  his  Shirt ,  and  prayed. 
But  it  feems,  "  he  did  this  to  inure  him-» 
felf  to  Hardnefs  at  once  5  for  being  brought 
from  a  warm  to  a  cold  Place,  without  Win- 
dows, and  a  damp  Cellar  under  him,  he 
thought  it  beft  io  feaf on  himfelf  at  firft." 
Are  not  here  fufficient  Symptoms  of  Mad^^ 
nrfs?    And  doth  not   the  Reajon  brought 

for 
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for  dijprcfoing  the  Madnefs  really  prG'-oe  it  ? 
For,  who  but  a  Madman  would  have  done 
fo  r  There  is  a  parallel  Inftance  of  one  of 
St.  Francis '6  Dtfcipks,  "  w^ho  would  needs  ^-i'^^';^""' 
j:.o  out  in  a  cold  Winter  Nighty  and  pray  in  his  p^i^  ,  j^. 
Shirt,    though  then   in  a   Fever  j    for  the 
fame  Reafon  of  enduring  Hardfbip.''    And 
if  the  Francifcany  or  the  Methodijl,  efcaped 
with  their  Lives,    it  is  flill  a  fironger  In- 
dication of  Madnejs.     For  what  Dr.  Mead 
fays,  is  a  known  Truth,   "  'Tis  common  Medic, 
to   all    Madmen,    from  Strength   of  Body,   Sacr. 
eafily  to  bear  Failing,  Cold,  the  Inclemen-  ^'  ^' 
cies  of  the  Heavens,    and  other  Inconve- 
niences, beyond    what   can  eafily  be   cre- 
dited."    And  if  the  Methodifts  v/ould  look 
into  that  whole  Chapter,  they  would  find, 
I  thinl^;,  every  particular  Symptom  of  Mad^ 
nefsy    mentioned  by    that   learned  Do^or, 
(though  I  do  not  think  myfelf  obliged  to 
fubfcribe   to  his  Opinion,    by  excluding  a 
diabolical  Agency  in  the  Scripture-Dcemc- 
niacs)  exeniplified   in   their    own    Difpen- 
fation. 

Mr.  Wejley,  and  Fhyficians,  eminent,  in  3  Jo^rn. 
their    Profeffion,    are     ibmetimes     at    Va-JJ,j\.„ 
riance,    whether  fome    of  their  Methodifl--^.'z%.  56. 
Tatients  are  really  mad,  or  not.    And  other  ,  joum. 
Jrtjianccs  he  mentions   of  Perfons    reputed^.  9^. 
mad  by  their  Relations,  treated  as  if  really^  ■'°'""" 
fo,  and  fent  to  Bedlam  ;  only  becaufe  they  5'  joum. 
were  infected  with  Mdhodifm,  P-  53- 

One 
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3  Joiirm       One  Cafe  he  allows  of  "  a  Woman  really 
^'    '^'      diJiraStedj  and  as  fuch   tied  down  to  her 
Bed."     Which,    though    contradi6:ory  to 
his  negative  Aflertion  above,    ferves  how- 
ever to  difplay  his  miraculous  Cure.     He 
5  journ.  hkewife  relates  "  another  Inftance  of  ge- 
p  79-      7juine   EjUthufiafm.    [He   might    have   faid 

diredi  Mad?2efs,]  y B — —  of  "Tanfield- 

Leigh ^  who  had  received  a  Senfe  of  the 
Love  of  God  a  few  Days  before,  came  ride- 
in?  through  the  Town,  hollowing  and 
fhouting,  and  driving  all  the  People  before 
him,  telling  them,  "  God  had  told  him 
he  fliould  be  a  King^  and  fliould  tread  his 
Enemies  under  his  Feet."  —  Nor  need  we 
be  furprized,  fliould  fome  of  them  run 
mad  with  Pride  -,  no  flrange  Thing  among 
them;  and  whereof  Mr.  IVeJley  h:\.\.h.  given 
us  {G,^tx2i\Jlt7gra?it  Specimens.  [See  Compar. 
Part  2d.  pag.  25 — ]. 

Was  one  of  their  prime  Saints^  Sam. 
Hitche?js,  mad  ?  "  Who  failing  under  flrong 
Convid;ions  of  Sin,  —  wandered  about  in 
the  Fields  by  Night,  feeking  Reji,  but  jind^ 
i?7g  none  -,  and  often  threw  himfelf  on  the 
Earth,  and  beat  his  Head  again  ft  the 
Ground, — and  cut  himafelf  in  feveral  Places." 
Account  of  ^S*.  H.  Pag.  4.  And,  to  leave 
their  own  Narratives,  The  MethodidWoman 
that  flung  a  naked  Knije  at  the  Minijler^ 
while  reading  the  Communion  Service,  in  a 
Church  in  London , — was  fhe  mad^  or  ma- 
licious ? 
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fictDus  ?  or  perhaps  groaning  in  her  Pangs, 
till  fhe  was  delivered  of  her  Knife  ?  This 
was  told  me  by  the  Miniller  himrelf,  who 
knew  her  to  be  a  Methodifi. 

Was  the  Man  mad^  oF  whom  I  have 
the  following  Account  attefted  by  the  Mi" 
nijler^  a  Difjenting  Teacher  f  "  On,  or 
near  September  27,  1746,  as  I  was  about 
to  adminifter  the  Lord's  Supper^  I  obferved 
among  the  Co?n?nuni cants  one  Mr.  Thomas 
Adams ^  a  vagra?it  Mdhodiji  Preacher  ;  and 
as  he  was  a  Stranger  to  me,  and  I  knew 
litde  or  nothing  of  his  Principles,  or  Mo- 
ral Condudl,  I  fent  my  Clerk  to  defire  he 
would  withdraw,  till  I  could  get  Satisfac- 
tion as  to  thofe  Particulars :  but  he  re- 
fufed  to  comply,  and  laid,  he  would  con- 
tinue where  he  was.  Whereupon  I  pro- 
ceeded to  adminijler^  but  in  the  Diftribu- 
tion  of  the  Elements  carefully  pafled  him 
by.  He  fit  ftill  during  the  Adminijlration, 
but  as  foon  as  the  lall  Word  was  out  of 
my  Mouth,  he  ftood  up,  and  faid,  *  Dear 
Man,  what  is  the  Reafon  you  refufed  to 
give  me  the  Signs  of  my  Lord'^  Body  and 
Blood  ?  My  God  will  fcourge  you  for  this, 
or  he  IS  no  true  God.'  The  next  Morning 
he  came  to  my  Houfe  with  an  OSfavo 
Maniifcript ^  which  he  faid  contained  the 
Revelations  he  had  had  from  Heaven ; 
and  that  he  was  come  with  a  particular 
Mejj'age  from  the  Lord  to  me ;  and  then 
D  read 
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read  the  followinn;  Palllige  :  '  Go  ancl  tell 
Mr.  L — -^,  that  I  ivill  fcotirge  hijn  for  not 
letting  the  dcfpijed  Methodijls  'into  his  Pul^ 
pit,  and  for  not  giving  you  the  Signs  of 
my  Body  a?id  Blood;'  with  miich  more  of 
a  hke  Import.  —  This  I  atteft  to  be  Fa^. 

Shall  I   bring  upon   the  Stage  another 
Mndman  .^  Take  the  Story,  which  may  be 
depended  iipon^  as  related  in  a  Letter  from 
a  Clergyman  of  Charadfcr^  Nov.  3,   i749> 
*^  I   have   lately  feen  the  Gentleman  from 
whom   I   fir  11  heard   the  Story  of  T) — ry 
Jiack—r^  of  M- — m~Church,     He  confirms 
every  Word  that  I  mentioned,  and  faySy 
the  Story  was  told  at  a  General  Court  held 
in  that  ParljJ.^    D — ry  Hack — r    himfelf 
being  prelent,  and  acknoidedging  the  T^riitb 
of  the  following  Relation,  (viz)  '  That  an; 
Itinerant  Preacher,  of  the  Sedt  of  the  Me- 
thodijls, came  into  that  Country,    and  iii  his 
Sermon  aflured  the  Hearers,  that  the  World 
would  be  at  an  End  on  fuch  a  Day :'  to  which 
Prophecy  the  Old  Man  (Z)—  //— )  gave 
full  Credit,   let  down  his  Hedges,  turned 
his  Cattle    into    his    growing  Corn,    and 
made  no  Preparation  for  any  Tillage  for 
the  enfuing  Year  3  as  being  wholly  taken 
up  in  fitting  himfelf  for  the  Day  of  Judg-- 
■nient :  the  Expectation  of  which  giving  the 
'Man  and  his  Wife  no  fmall  Anxiety,  one 
Morning  an  Jipprentice,  who  hved  in  the 
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Family,  informed  the  M^n  that  he  had 
had  a  Fi/ior/  in  the  Night,  which  told  him, 
that  if  he  wpuki  fubipit  to  it,  his  aSV;;^ 
(howXil  ho,  expiated  by  Scourgijjg  -^  and  that 
be  hi'nilelf  w'diS  deputed  by  the  n/iotz  to  in- 
flid:  the  Dijcipline  upon  him.  The  Old 
Man  complied,  a):id  tlie  Apprentice  gave 
him  forty  Stripes  fdve  one  on  the  Buttocks 

with  a  Bundle  of  Willow-Rods  j  and  the 
Old  Man  acknowledged,  that  the  Execu^ 
tioner  did  not  fpare  him,  but  applied  the 
Scourge  of  God  heartily.  The  Man  s  Sins 
being  thus  expiated,  the  next  Night  the 
Appre7Jtice  had  a  jccond  Vifion.,  direcling 
the  Woman's  Sins  to  be  expiated  by  Fire 
and  Water.      Then  the  great  Kettle  was 

Jet  oUy  and  the  Water  heated  to  as  great 
Degree  as  the  OA/ ^/^b//W/7  could  bear.  But 
whether  the  Luftration  was  performed 
upon  the /^wt' P^/Y  to  which  the  Willows 
were  applied,  my  Friend  is  not  certain. — ^ 
The  Woman  is  fince  dead  ;  but  the  Ap- 
prentice is  flill  alive,  as  well  as  his  Ma/ler -, 
^nd  (what  is  furprifing)  is  ftill  as  rigid  a 
Mi'lhodiji  as  before  j  though  he  has  fuffered 
fo  much  by  lillening  to  the  Delujions  of 
thefe  If  retcheSy  and  has  now  out-lived  the 
Day  of  'Judgment  by  at  lead  three  Tears'' 
Thus  it  appears  what  Force  the  Methodical 
Lnpojhires  of  Falje  Prophets  have  in  turn- 
itig  the  Brain  ;  and  of  liow  little  avail  is 
X^ianifell'  Failure  of  Pre  diction^  ( or  any 
D  2  other 
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Other  Argument)   to  recover  an  Enthtifmji 
to  his  Sen  fen. 

Mr.  Wejley  indeed  will  reckon  the  Me- 
thodijls  to  be  "  no  other  wife  mad^  than  as 
being  convinced  of  Sin.''  Can  this  be 
faid  in  all  thefe  Cafes  ?  And  is  it  not  a 
ftrange  Sort  of  Convi5iion^  that  deprives 
People  of  their  Senfes^  inftead  of  bringing 
them  to  their  Sejifes?  He  will  agree  too 
with  his  Friend,  *'  in  making  no  Qiieftion 
but  Satan  may  exert  himfelf  on  fuch  Oc- 
cafions, — to  difparage  the  TVork  of  God^  as 
if  it  tendsd  to  lead  People  to  T)ifira5iion.'' 
So  Madam  Bourignon  fays  concerning  one 
dijordered  by  reading  her  Writings^  "  The 
Devil  endeavours  to  difcredit  them  as  you 
do,  making  fome  fufped:  that  they  might 
have  occafioned  Trouble  in  your  Husband's 
Miirdr 

'Tis  eafily  faid,  that  Satan  raifeth  the 
falfe  Reports  of  Defpair  and  DiJlraBion 
among  the  Methodijis ;  and  equally  eafy  to 
fay,  that  he  really  induceth  thofe  mife- 
rable  Affections.  But  one  Thing  is  clear  -, 
namely,  that  thofe  Difcafes  which  canje 
Einthifafm,  as  Melancholy^  HyftericSy  Hypo- 
chondriacs^ have  in  themfelves  a  certain 
Degree  of  Madnefs,  and  that  Enthtiflafm 
and  Madnefs  are  but  the  fame  thing  in  dif- 
ferent Words :  That  violent  and  diforderly 
FaJJions  of  the  Mind^  or  intenfe  T^hoiight 
upon  fome  particular  Thing,  ^f.  naturally 

lead 
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lead  Into  Enthufiajlic  Madnefs  j  and,  when 
in  Excejs,  rtrally  become  fo.  For  which, 
were  I  difpofed  to  (hew  my  Learning,  I 
could  produce  amp/e  Atitkorities.  —  That 
evil  Spirits^  if  they  are  not  allowed  to  catifi 
thefc  Diftempers  of  Mind  and  Body,  yet 
make  their  Advantage  of  them,  and  take 
occafion  to  infufe  into  the  Siiffh  ers  the 
moft  gloomy  and  dreadful  Apprehenfiom 
and  Terrors ; —  this  alfo  hath  the  Sandllon 
of  numerous  and  great  Authors.  And  I 
leave  others  to  confider  how  powerful  mufl 
be  the  EjfeB,  when  fuch  a  dijlemper'd  En- 
thufiajm  is  perpetually  'worked  into  the 
Brain  by  a  warm,  affiduous,  and  beloved 
Teacher.  The  Greeks  talk  of  an  Enthu- 
fiajlic Dijlempery  called  XaAx-oTUTrc^  (Jictvicty 
a  Madnefs  arifing  from  the  SGU?2d  of  Brafs : 
Pythagoras  in  particular  teacheth,  that  /^^jamblic. 
Noife  of  Brafs  is  the  Voice  of  a  Dc^emon,  P-  ^4- 
The   Methodijis    fhould    beware    of    fuch 

Brazen   Injiriiments,  After    all,    Mr. 

Wejley  fomewhere  defires,  that  '  at  leall 
they  fliould  be  allowed  to  be  Innocent 
Madmen ;'  But  he  fliould  remember,  that 
Madmen  have  ftrange  Tendency  to  be 
cunning ;  and  are  apt,  when  Opportunity 
ferves,  to  be  mifchievous. 

For  Fear  of  being  caught  again  with- 
out my  Parallely  out  of  an  hundred  In- 
ftances  of  mad  Fapalins  we  need  only 
mention    the  Seraphic    St.    Fraticis,    and 

the 
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Conform,  the  Glorioiis  Ig7iatius.  The  former  was 
^° '  ^^'  chained  down  in  a  ^.^r^  Room  by  his  P<2- 
rd-w/j,  and  deemed  out  of  his  Serifes  by  the 
Learned  and  the  Vulgar  ;  Icved  to  flrlp 
himfelf  naked  in  proof  of  his  Innocence  -,  or 
appear  in  a  fantaftical  and  najly  Drefs,  on 
purpofe  to  be  derided^  and  pelted  with  Dirt 
Maffei  by  the  Rabble.  —  The  latter  (as  all  the 
y'^H'^^^-lP'riters  of  his  Life  teftify  )  was  intlrely 
*^'in  the  fame  Cafe  j  and  was  fo  fond  of  the 
CharaBer  and  treatment  of  a  Madman^ 
that  he  defired  to  march  out  into  the 
Streets,  naked,  and  with  Horns  upon  his 
Head,  and  cowiierfeit  Madncfs,  in  hopes 
of  being  befpattered  with  Dung  and  Filth, 
He  was  often  called  to  Account  by  Autho- 
rity for  Herefy,  Fanaticijm^  Impojlure  and 
Sedition.  And  both  of  them  were  reck- 
oned, by  all  jober  Papijls^  as  a  Couple  of 
crack-brain' d  'Enthupajh ;  till  fome  cunning 
Managers  finding  what  Vfe  might  be  made 
of  their  Rnthufiafms^  they  inftantaneoti/ly 
commence  Saints  :  The  Pope,  upon  their 
Oath  of  Fidelity  to  him,  confirms  their 
Jnfi  tut  ions  and  Societies ;  canonizeth  them, 
and  confers  vafl  Privileges  on  their  Orders. 
No  Ppoteftant,  I  hope,  will  let  thefe  pafs 
for  Innocent  Madmen.  And  if  their  Follow- 
ers were  not  fo  over-driven,  like  Cattle, 
till  they  run  mad,  (  as  I  am  convinced 
many   of  our   Metbodijh  have  been)  the 
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T)tffercnce  turns    out    in   Favour    of  the 
PapijL  ' 

§.  5.  One  would  gladly  get  clear  of 
fuch  an  unhappy  and  dijhgreeable  Subject  * 
But  there  is  no  attending  the  Progrefs  of 
Methodijm,  without  taking  in  other  Jhock- 
ing  and  horrible  Things  belonging  to  the 
Hiftory  of  this  jirange  SeB.  Such  are 
their  "  Cryings  out,  Screamings,  Shriek- 
ings,  Roarings,  Groanings,  Tremblings, 
Gnafhings,  Yellings,  Foamings,  ConvuU 
fions,  Swoonings,  Droppings,  Blafphemies, 
Curfes,  dying  and  defpairing  Agonies,  Va- 
riety of  Tortures  in  Body  and  Mind." 

Give  me  leave  to  recite   them  in  Mr. 
Wejley's  oiv?i  iVords,  as  they  occur  in  his 
Joiirtiah :   "  A  Woman  fuddenly  cried  outs  Joum. 
as  in  the  Agonies  of  Deathj  continued  foPS  23- 
for  fome  Time,  with  all  the  Signs  of  the 
fharpefl  Anguilh. — One  felt  as  it  were  the     27. 
piercing  of  a  Sword,  and  could  not  avoid 
crying  out  even  in  the  Street. — One  cried     40. 
out   aloud,  with  the   utmoll    Vehemence, 
even  as  in  the  Agonies  of  Death.     Two 
others  conftrained  to  roar,  feized  with  great 
Pain  J  another,  as  out  of  the  Belly  of  Hell. 
--^A  young  Man  fuddenly  feized  Vv-ith  vie-     41. 
lent  Trembling  all  over,    funk  down    to 
the  Ground. — One,  and  another,  and  ano-     42, 
ther  funk   to  the  Earth.     They  dropt  o\\ 
every    Side   as  Thunder-ftruck.      One    fo 

wounded 


(     24     ) 

wounded  with  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit^ 
that  you  would  have  imagined  fhe  could 
3  Journ.  not  Hvc  a  Moment. — A  Woman  broke  out 
p3g-^3-  jj^{.Q  ftrong  Cries,  great  Drops  of  Sweat 
ran  down  her  Face,  and  all  her  Bones 
fliook  A  §^akcr  dropt  down  as  Thun- 
der-ftruck,  in  an  Agony  terrible  to  behold. 

44'  Another  Perfon  reeled  four  or  five  Steps, 
and  then  dropt  down.  —  One  fallen  raving 
mad, —  changed  Colour,  fell  off  his  Chair, 
fcreams  terribly,  beats  himfelf  againft  the 
Ground,  his  Breafl  heaving  as  in  tlie  Pangs 
of  Death,  roaring  out,  '  O !  thou  Devil, 
Legion   of   Devils,  ^c'  —  Three  Perfons 

4^-  almoft:  at  once  funk  down  as  dead. — One, 
and  another,  and    another,   was  ilruck  to 

5°'  the  Earth,  exceedingly  trembling.  Ano- 
ther dropt  down,  —  a  little  Boy  feized  in 
the  fame  Manner:  A  young  Man,  fixing 
his  Eyes  upon  him,  funk  down  himfelf  as 
one  dead,  roared,  beat  himfelf  againft  the 
Ground  j  fix  Men  could  fcarce  hold  him. 
Others  began  to  cry  out,  infomuch  that 
ail  the  Houfe  (and  indeed  all  the  Street 

58.  for  fome  Space)  was  in  an  Uproar. — Some 
funk  down  to  the  Earth  ;  others  exceed- 
ingly frembled  and  quaked  ;  fome  torn 
with  a  convulfive  Motion  in  every  Part 
of  their  Bodies,  fo  violently,  that  four  or 
five  Perfons  could  not  hold  one  of  them. 
A  Woman,  greatly  offended  at  this,  dropt 
down  in  as  violent  an  Agony  as  the  reff. 
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Twenty-fix  of  thofe  thus  affecfted  came, 
&c. —  while  I  was  fpeaking,  One  dropt  gj. 
down  as  dead,  prelently  a  Second,  and  a 
Third :  Five  others  funk  down,  moft  of 
them  in  violent  Agonies,  in  the  Pains  of 
Hell,  and  Snares  of  Death  :  One  an  Hour 
in  ftrong  Pain  ;  one  or  two  more  for  three 
Days. — Sighs  and  Groans  which  could  not 
be  uttered,  —  grievous  Terrors  of  Mind, 
with  ftrong  Trembling.  —  Three  Perfons  62^ 
terribly  felt  the  Wrath  of  God  :  Seven  or 
eight  conftrained  to  roar  aloud^ — A  young  64, 
Woman  funk  down  in  a  vioi.  nt  Agony 
of  Body  and  Mind,  and  five  or  fix  other 
Perfons ;  again,  eight  or  nine  more  5  a  Girl 
thus  touched,  and  next  her  Mother  dropt 
down,  and  loft  her  Senfes  in  a  Moment. — 

Mr.   Whitefield  preachings  four   Perfons     6j* 
funk  down  almoft  in  the  fame  Moment ; 
One  lay  without  Scnle  or  Motion  j  a  Se- 
cond trem.bled  exceedingly  ;  the  Third  had 
ftrong  Convulfions  all  over  his  Body  3  the 
Fourth  equally  convulfed. —  Two  more  iii     68* 
ftrong  Pain,    Souls  and  Bodies  well-nigh 
torn  afunder.     Another  ftruck  through  as 
with  a  Sword,  fell  trembling  to  the  Ground, 
in  Crying  and  Pain  for  twelve  or  fourteen 
Hours.  —  Two  feized  with  ftrong   Pains,     73. 
four  the  next  E^^ening,  the  fame  Number 
on  Monday.  —  The  Enemy  began  to  tear 
her,  fo   that   fhe  fcreamed  out  as  in  the 
Pangs  of  Death.  —  A  young  Woman  in  a     7^. 
£  deep 
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Sj.  deep  Agony,  her  Sorrow  and  Fear  too  big 
for  Utterance,  funk  down  to  the  Ground. 
Only  Sighs  and  Groans  iliewed  (he  was  a- 
live.  Many  roared,  utterly  refuiing  to  be 
comforted.  —  Others  felt  the  two-edged 
Sword  J  one  in  great  Torment  all  Night  j 

87.      — one  or  two  Perfons  tormented  in  an  un- 

^8.  accountable  Manner,  lunatic  and  fore,  vex- 
ed;   another  ilrangely  torn  by   the  Devil, 

02.      — A  young  Woman  on  the  Bed,  two  or 

53.  three  Perfons  holding  her;  Anguifli,  Horror 
and  Defpair,  above  all  Dcfcription,  in  her 
pale  Face.  A  thoufand  Diftortions  fliewed 
how  the  Dogs  of  Hell  were  gnawing 
her  Heart  >  her  Shrieks  not  to  be  en- 
dured, file  fcreamed  out,  *  I  am  damn'd, 
damn'd,  loft  fbr  ever,  &€.'  Another  young 
Woman  began  to  roar  out  as  loud  as  fie 

94-  had  done. — A  Woman  lay  on  the  Ground 
furioufly  gnafliing  her  Teeth,  roaring  aloud, 
—  not  eafy  for  three  or  four  Perfons  to 
hold  her ;  fcreaming,  then  breaking  out 
into  a  horrid  Laughter,  mixed  with  Blaf- 

95.  phemy  and  Curling.  —  Another  Woman 
burft  out  into  a  horrid  Laughter ;  —  her 
Pangs  increafcd,  fo  that  one  would  have 
imagined,  by  the  Violence  of  the  Throes^ 
her  Body  muft  have  been  fliattered  to 
Pieces.  —  Two  more  fell  into  a  flrano^e 
Agony,  and  violent  Convulllons,  which 
Words  cannot  defcribe,  with  Cries  and 
Groans  too  horrid  to  be  born  >  we  prayed, 
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till  L — y  C — r's  Agonies  fo  incneafed,  that 
fhe  feemed  in  the  Pangs  of  Death. 

A  Woman,  who  had  been  much  tempt-  Wcflcy 
cd  of  the  Devilj  funk  down  as  one  dead,^  J°"'"' 
motionlefs,    breathlefs,    Pujfe   hardly    dif-  "  "^' 
cernible.  —  The  Spirit  of  Laughter  was  fo     38. 
among  us,  that  poor  L —  *S —  fometimes 
laughed  till  almoft  Wrangled  j  then  broke 
out  into  Curfing  and   Blafpheming;  then 
ilamped    and    flruggled     with    incredible 
Strength,  fo  that  four  or  five  could  fcarce 
hold  her  J  then  cried  out, —  O  that  I  had 
no  Soul !  —  Two  more  feized  in  the   fame 
Manner,  laughing  almofl:  without  ceafing, 
thus  continuing  for  two  Days  a  Spectacle 
to   all.  —  Between  two  and   three  in  the  51,  52. 
Morning  I  was  waked, —  and  immediately 
heard  fuch  a  confufed  Noife,  as  if  a  Num- 
ber of  Men  were  all  putting  to  the  Sword, 
—  roaring  aloud,  loud  and  bitter  Cries.  — 
Others  drop  down  in   violent  Agonies. 

Several  dropt    to    the    Ground,    as   ifs  )o"i""- 
ftruck  by  Lightning;    fome  cried  out  in^"'' 
Bitternefs  of  Soul. — While  I  was  fpcaking, 
feveral    dropt    down   as    dead.  — Several  >'.  78. 
conftrained  to  roar  aloud. — A  VV"oman  roar-     86, 
ing  in  a  ftrange  Manner,  her  Tongue  hang- 
ing out  of  her  Mouth,  and  her  Face  dif- 
torted  into  the  moft  terrible  Form." 

This,  Rcade?'j    is  a   faithful   Colledion 
of  Cafes  from   Mr.  Wejleys  ^oiirnah.    But 
(as  He  fays  on  another  Occallon)    "  What4  Jo^rn. 
E  2  a  Scene^'  ^^' 
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a  Scene  is  here  difciofed  ?  And  again  (in 
his  Account  of  a  Mob)  Can  you  join  Heart 
or  Hands  with  thefe  any  longer?    With 
fuch  a — Rabble-rout,  roaring  and  raging,  as 
if  they  were  juft  broke  loofe,    with  their 
Captain  Apollyon^   from  the  bottomlefs  Pit?" 
Nor  muft  Mr.  IVhitefield  pafs  without 
5  Journ.  his  Contribution  :    "  who  (as  Mr.  Wejltj 
P^g-  ^5-    relates)    had  fome  OhjeBiojis  againft  thefe 
outward  Signs,  &c.  but  had   now  an  Op- 
portunity of  informing  himfelf  better*    For 
in  his  Sermon  four  Perfons  y}<!«/^  down  clofe 
to  him,  almofl:  in  the  fame  Moment.   One 
lay  without  Senie  or  Motion  :   A  Second 
trembled  exceedingly  :  A  Third  has  Con- 
vulfions   all   over  his  Body :  The  Fourth 
Whitef.  equally  convulfed." — Whether  proper  Per- 
p  ?4  28  ^^^^  were  not  prepared  to  convince  him,  I 
38,42,44.  know  not.     But  he  is  afterwards  full  of 
Journ.  7.  ^.j^g  fame  dreadful  Cries,   Convulfions,  and 
to,         other  bodily  Tortures,  attending  his  Ser- 
mons. 

Mr.  Brainerd,  (a  Sort  of  Scotch  Me-' 
thodijiy  employed  to  the  Indians)  gives  the 
Journ.  following  Account :  "  Nor  has  there  been 
P'  39-41-  any  plaufible  Objection  againft  this  Work, 
in  Regard  to  the  Manner.  —  The  Convic- 
tions of  their  Sin  and  Mifery  have  indeed 
produced  many  Tears,  Cries,  and  Groans  : 
but  there  has  been  no  Appearance  of  thofe 
Coiwulfions,  bodily  Agonies ^  frightful  Scream- 
ings,  SwooningSy  ^c.   which  have  been  fo 

much 


(29) 

much  complained  of  in  other  Places. — 
None  frightened  with  a  fearful  Noife  of 
Hell  and  Damnation  ; —  no  cowculfvoe^  ec' 
Jlaticj  or  flighty  Appearances  j —  no  botjle- 
roiis.  Commotions y 

This,  no  doubt,  is  a  Fling  at  Mr.  JVefley's 
Accounts  J  which  are  in  Truth  too  flock- 
ing  end  terrible  to  be  written,  or  read, 
without  Horror  and  Pain  ofl  Mind :  And 
one  would  really  imagine,  that  Bedlam 
was  let  loofe,  and  all  the  Hypochondriac 
and  Hxflcricalj  Epilepticj  Con^JuJlcd,  Fevered, 
Delirious^  Bewitched ,  and  Poffpfled  Perfons 
were  fummoned  from  all  Quarters  of  the 
Nation. 

But  to  what  Caufes  fliall  we  afcribe 
thefe  fur  prizing  and  ftrange  Appearances 
and  Efl'eiis  ?  I  am  perfuaded  (and  can  with 
Certaifity  fpeak  for  myfeifl)  that  we  know 
not  enough  of  Nature,  and  the  Ways  and 
Works  of  Providence ;  —  of  the  Powers^ 
Extent  and  Boundaries  of  Natural  E?ithu' 
fiajm  J  of  Diforders  in  Body  or  Mind  ;  of 
fuperior  Spirits,  good  and  evil  j  of  Ecfla- 
cies.  Raptures,  and  Viflions ;  of  (  fuppofed 
or  real)  Witchcrafts,  and  diabolical  Poflef- 
fions ;  of  Magic  and  Sorcery ;  or  even  of 
Counterfeits,  and  fugling  Jmpoflures  ;  and 
the  like  :  —  We  are  not,  I  fay,  fufficiently 
acquainted  with  thefe  Things,  fo  as  to  de- 
termine precifely  to  what  Caufe  we  fhould 
afcribe,  and  how  account  for,  evexy  Parti- 
cular 
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€ukr  of  thefe  flrange  and  amazing  Narra- 
tives of  Mr.  Wejley ',  which  have  fo  large 
a  Share  in  the  Progrefs  of  Mclhodifm.  But 
this  I  know,  and  will  prove,  that  his  whole 
Account  is  all  of  a  Piece  with  the  extra- 
vagant Schemes  and  CondiiB  of  the  moji  Fa- 
natical E?2thufiaftsy  and  wicked  Impojlors, 
among  the  Papijls. 

The  Facls  and  Circumjlances  are  fo  many 
and  extraordinary ;  arifing  from  fuch  dif- 
ferettt  Caufes,  and  producing  fuch  Variety 
oi  Effedls',  pretendedly  ferving  to  the  good 
End  of  Regeneration,  Miracles,  Sec. —  that 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  confider  more  dif- 
tin(flly  feveral  of  the  Cafes ;  which  I  (hall 
mark  numerically,  for  the  Sake  of  f©rne 
Remarks,  and  Parallels,  as  I  go  along. 

§.  6.  And,  becaufe  a  miraculous  Interpo- 
iition  is  frequently  to  be  called  in,  as  a 
Remedy  of  thefe  fore  Evils ;  I  fhall  pre- 
vioufly  take  fome  Notice  (in  Addition  to 
what  I  obferved  before,  Compar.  Part  2d. 
Pag.  43. — )  of  the  Methodifts  Pretenfions 
to  Miraculous  Gijts,  and  Supernatural  Cures 
obtained  by  their  Merits  and  Intercejjions, 
Mr.  Whitefield  indeed  hath  often  and  open- 
Jy  dijclaimed  all  Power  and  Preteniions  of 
working  Miracles  among  them.  But  Mr. 
Wefey,  as  ufually  m  fmilar  Cafes,  is  more 
myjlerious  and  equivocal.  Let  us  fee  how 
he  mumbles  this  lljiJUe.     Being  called  upon 

to 
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to  {hew  Miracles  in  Confirmation  of  his 
fuppofed  dhijie  Mijjiony    Infpiration^    &c.. 
what  is  his  Plea  ?   "  We  cannot ^  and  there- Lad  App. 
fore  we  need  not,  be  like  the  Apojlks^  in-P^S-  'o;. 
working  outward  Miracles. — It  Is  utterly  p.  122-4. 
unreafonable  and  abfurd  to  require  or  ex- 
pert the  Proof  of  Miracles. — Miracles  are 
quite  needlcfs  in  fuch  a  Cafe  :    there  may 
be  Teparct  SP'euJW?,.  Lying  Miracles^  Miracles 
wrought  In  Support  of  Falfhood." — Being 
told,    there  is  no  need  of  fuppofing  the 
Recoveries  (of  the  Methadijls  in  a  Mo?nen^ 
from  thei?  Fits)  to  be  Miracles,  he  {hortly 
replies,    *  Who  ajirms   there  is?' — AndAnfw.  to- 
cannot  I  be  acquitted  from  Enthufiafm,  tlllp^"^   ' 
I  prove  by  Miracles  that  I  am  in  a  State  of    45. 
Salvation  ?" 

This,  one  would  imagine,  were  giving 
up  the  Claitn  of  Miracles  :  —  In  Conformity 
with  his  Acquaintance,  Madam  Bourignony 
on  whom  her  Followers  would  have  fixed 
the  Gift  of  Miracles  ;  which  (lie  renounceth 
in  the  fame  Manner,  as  needlefs^  &c.  "  I 
blefs  God  for  her  Recovery.  We  m.uft 
never  attribute  fuch  Things  to  Aliracles  : 
for  the  greateft  Part  of  thofe  that  are  done 
are  wrought  by  the  Devil."  They  who 
feek  for  Miracles^  will  undoubtedly  find 
them  with  hi?n  (the  Devil.)  But  the 
Chrijlian  Truths  and^  Evangelical  DocirinCy 
want  no  Miracles. — i\s  to  all  noi.v  called 
Miracles,    and   evau   approved  as   fuch,  I 

have 
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have  no  Opinion  of  them,  being  for  the 
mofl  part  performed  by  the  Devil,  or  at 
leafl  Cheat  and  Delufion''  [Light  i?i  Dark- 
TiefSj  Part  3d.  Letter  15,  and  23.] 

I  have,  however,    always  thought  and 

faid,  that  Mr.  Wejley  never  "wouX^fmcerely 

renounce   the  Claim  of  Miracles  ;  but  only 

prevaricate  and  equivocate.      Accordingly 

we  fliall  now  fee  him  begin  to  turn  abouty 

and  double.     Being  charged  with  relating 

Laft  t^t^y^.miraculous  Cures  himfelf,  he  replieth,  "  I 

p-  123.     relate  juft  what  I  faw  ;  —  and  this  is  true, 

that  fome  of  thofe  Circumftances  feem  to 

go   beyond  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Nature* 

But   I    do    not    peremptorily    determine, 

whether  they  vvtro  Juper natural ,  or  no." 

Anfw.  to      "  I  have  fet  down  the  Fa5ls]\i^  as  they 

Church,    ^ere,  pafling  no  ^Judgment  upon  them  my^ 

^'  '^^'      felf,  and  leaving  every  Man  elfe  to  judge  as 

he  pleafes." 

What  Judgment  will  follow  from  the 

Partiality  and  Credulity  of  his  Admirers^ 

he  cannot  be  ignorant :    For,  like  Ignatius^ 

5  journ.   <«  he  knows  the  People  with  whom   he 

^'  ^*      has  to  do."     But  is  it  true^  that  he  palTeth 

Anfw.  iono   fudgment?     Hear  himfelf,    "  I   look 

Church,    upQii  fome  of  thefe  Cafes  (the  Diforders 

a?id  Removals  of  People's  falling  into  Fits) 

as  wholly  n-Atural  j   on   the  reft  as  mix'd-y 

both  the  Diforder  and  the  Removal  being 

partly  natural^  and  partly  not."    Is  this  his 

no    fuilgment  F     And    is    he   not  got  too 
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half  Way  Into  the  miraculous  ?  We  fiiall 
fee  him  getting  over  the  other  half  by 
large  Strides,  and  laying  full  Claim  to  ;;?/- 
raculous  Operations-,  plainly  and  fully  pafiing 
his  oimi  fudgmenty  even  where  he  fays, 
"  he  pafTeth  none.''  And  though  he  may 
not  ufe  the  very  Word,  Miracle^  or  Mira^ 
culousy  he  fpeaks  in  Terms  equi^oalent ^  and 
of  as  well  known  Sig?jifcatio72. 

Many  of  his  Cures  are  faid  to  be  "  in- 
fiantaneous,    and    the    Patient   relieved  in. 
Body  and  Mind  in  a  Mofnent-,'*   which  is 
one  Mark  of  a  Miracle.  —  After  mention- 
ing  fome  Methodifts  who    were  delivered 
"  from  ftrong  Pain^  —  as  the  Agonies  of^^  journ. 
Death,  —  out  of  the  Belly  of  Hell-,'"  heP^S-  4o« 
immediately   fubjoins,    "  fo   many    living 
Witnefjes  hath  God  given,  that  his  Hand  is 
flill  f  retched  out  to  heal,    and   that  Signs 
and  Wonders  are  even  now  wrought  by  his 
Holy  Child  fefus:'-—  ''  When   both  herPage43.- 
Soul  and  Body  were  healed  in  a   Moment, 
he  (a  Phyfician)  acknowledged  the  Finger 
of  God.''     Thus  fiid  the  Pope  of  St.  Ig-  ^yf^er. 
natius,    after   attentively    looking;    on    his  Jefuit. 
Hands,  "  This  is  the  Finger  of  God;  I  fee  P''^- 
nothing  in  thofe  Hands  but  the  Fingers  of 
God." 

What  fhall   we  fay  to  Mr.  Wejley's  own 
Cure^  "  Befides  the  Pain  in  my  Back  ind^  journi 
Head, —  I  v/as  feized  with  fuch  a  Cough,  P-  ^j- 
that  I  could  hardly  Ipeak.     At   the  fame 
F  time 
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time  came  (Irongly  into  my  Mind,  ihefe 
Signs  lliall  follow  them  that  beheve.  —  I 
called  on  Jefus  aloud,  —  and  while  I  was 
fpeaking,  my  Pain  vaniflied  away;  my 
Fever  left  me."  —  Thus  fays  St.  Terefa, 
Vita,  8vo.  cc  Q^  ^  certain  Day  giving  myfelf  to  Prayer y 
^'  ^^^*  I  felt  fo  great  Pain  in  my  Head:,  that  I 
could  not  pray  :  then  the  Lord  faid  to  me,. 
*  Though  you  could  not  fpeak  to  me,  I 
was  fpeaking  to  you  3*  and  the  Head'ach 
entirely  went  off." 

Thefe  Inftances  are  fufficient ;  though 
more  might  be  brought ;  he  having  repre- 
fented  almofi:  all  their  Cures  2^^  fiipernaturaU 
and  with  the  Air  of  a  Miracle.  Upon 
the  whoky  with  Regard  to  MiracleSy  Mr. 
Wejley  has  got  a  Wolf  by  the  Ears,  which 
he  cannot  fafely  either  fooldy  or  let  go. 

Popijh  Pretenfions  of  this  Nature  are  fo 
numerous,  that  we  need  not  be  particular  : 
there  is  no  dipping  into,  a  Legend,  with- 
out opening  upon  a  thumping  Miracle  -, 
they  are  fome  of  their  chief  Marks  of  the 
true  Church  :  nor  is  there  any  Way  to 
Saint finp  and  Canonization  without  them. 
And  yet  modeft  and  Jenfible  Papijls  have 
long  been  afhamed  of  them,  as  done  out 
of  Oftentation,  Avarice,  and  Cheat :  While 
the  Methodijls  are  taking  up  with  their 
Leavings,  and  the  very  Refuje  of  their 
hnpo  (lures. 

The 
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*VhQ  JJ:iifflrfig  Condud  of  Mr.  Wejlc)\  In 
giving  upy  or  maintaining  the  Power  of 
Miracles  ;  his  alternate  finking  and  rifing 
(like  a  T>uck  diving  under  Water  when 
in  Danger  of  being  caught^  and  popping 
up  its  Head  again  at  a  proper  Diftance) 
puts  me  in  Mind  of  his  Pattern.^  the  Found- 
er  of  the  Jefiiits. 

Ribade7ieira,  in   his  Jirji  Life  of  Igna-  Bartol. 
tins,  is  very  fparing  of  his  MiracJeSy  as  be- ^'"- ^fin- 
ing not  (though  he  knew  the  Saij2t  very 
well)  thoroughly  fatlsfied  of  the  Truth  of  ^^]^^^[' 
them  J  and  arguing  that  they  were  unne-pag.  ^7. 
£ej]ary.     But  fome  Years  afterwards,  when  Ribaden. 
the  Projed:  was  formed  for  lii^  Canofiiza-'^^z- ^^^' 
tioHy   and  his  Order  to  be  exalted  for  the 
Advancement  of  the  Papacy ;   immediately 
a  Brood  of  Miracles  is  hatched^   in  his  fecond 
Life,  to   the  Number  of  a  Hundred^  and 
thofe  teftified  upon  Oath. 

I   remember   alfo,    (  in    Analogy  to   the 
occafional  Swellings  and  Sinkings  both  of 
MeJJieiirs  Whiteficld  and  IVeJley,  to  ferve  a 
prelent  Turn)  a  wonderful  Story  recorded 
of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  the  Jefuited  Apo/lIeBoy^hoa 
cfthe  Indies.    "  In  baptizing  the  converted  };;'^^p° 
IndianSy   he  did  majiifeflhy    but  gradually y^^^.bii. 
fivell  to  a  gigantic  Size,  to  the  AJlonijJmient ,  Javier 
of  the  Spectators :  but  as  foon  as  he  had  p.g  -g.  * 
fini/fji'd  his   Ofice^  he  dwindled  again  into 
his  cultural  Froportion^  finking  into  him- 
self." 

F  2  §.7.  Were 
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§.  7-  Were  we  to  fifrvey  Mr.  Wejlcy  In 
his  magntjied  Stature,  and  arrayed  with  the 
Cor  uj cat  to  ft  of  Miracles^  we  fhould  take  in 
the  full  Number  of  his  Fits^  and  their  Re- 
Ch  rch°  »^o^'r^^■ ;  which,   he   fays,  v\7ere  about  two 
p.  43.      ioiindrcd : — The  very  fame  Number,  which 
Boiihoiirs  fays  were  weil-attejied,    ( though 
not  all  upon  Oath)  of  Miracles  performed 
by   IgJiatius.     And    if,     fince   Mr.    Wejley 
gave  the  above  Account,  fuch  Cafes  have 
continued  in  Proportion ;   they  may  have 
rifen  by  this  Time  to  a  Thoufand.     As  if 
he   would   not   barely  emulate,  but  exceed 
both  St.  Francis  and  St.  Ignatius ;  as  much 
as   they  have  been   declared   to    exceed  in 
miractdous  Operations,  not  only  Mofcs,   but 
Chriji,    and   all  his  Apojlles.     But  it   may 
fuffice  to  produce  fome  fpecial  Cafes^  which 
will   afford  ample  Matter  of  Obfer'vation, 
Wefley        [No.  I.]  "  A  zealous  Oppofer  defired  to 
3  journ.  £p£^{^  \w\i\\  fjic  immediately.     He  had  all 

pag.  8.        -  .  ■ 

the  Signs  oj  fettled  Dejpair,  He  faid  he 
had  been  enilaved  to  Sin  many  Years : 
Had  long  ufed  all  the  Means  of  Grace, 
conftantly  gone  to  Church  and  Sacra7nent, 
read  the  Scripture,  ufed  much  private 
Prayer,  and  yet  was  nothing  profited.  I 
defired  we  might  join  in  Trayer.  After  a 
fliort  Space  his  Countenance  was  no  longer 
fad.  He  faid,  '  now  I  know  God  hath 
forgiven  my  Sins :  —  Chrifl  hath  fet  me 

free :' 
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free  :'  And  according  to  his  Fciith  it  was 
unto  him.'"  He  hath  fuch  another  Iiiftance 
of  the  "  Converfion  of  one  above  mea-  Wefiey 
fure  enraged  at  this  new  Way  :  He  defires  p  ^^l^' 
her  to  join  with  him  in  Prayer  j —  fhe  falls 
into  extreme  Agonies^ —  foon  after  knows 
that  Chrift  had  forgiven  her  j  —  from  that 
Hour  a  Believer ^ 

Here  you  fee  a  notable  Fling  at  all  the 
Means  of  Grace,  Church,  Sacrament,  Scrip- 
ture, Prayer :  they  profited  nothing.  No- 
thing will  do  but  the  good  Mr.  Wefey^  In- 
tercejjion :  All  the  Honour  is  referved  for 
this  'Particular  Saifit :  He  alone  cureth, 
and  that  by  a  Miracle,  ufing  the  fame  Ex- 
prefjion  with  Chrijl,  when  he  worked  by  a 
divine  Poiver. 

Thus  "  the  Devils  that  infefted  ^77^- Ribaden. 
tius's   College   could    not    be    expelled    byP'5'^5* 
Prayer,  Mafs,  Holy  Water,  Exorcifms,  Re- 
licks ; —  but   abfolutely  and   finally   drove 
away   by  his  Merits.  —  Again,  one  John     547. 
Taul  was  fo  opprefTed,  that  he  could  fcarce 
breathe  ,   and  could  find  no  Peace  or  Com- 
fort   from   Prayer,     Sacraments,    or    good 
Works :    but  St    Ignatius,    by  two  Words, 
wiped  away,  as  it  were  with  his  Hands, 
all  his  Trouble  and  Difquiet."  —  In  Tur- 
felins  Lauretana  Hijloria  we  read  of  "  ^P^g.  73. 
Woman  pofejjcd,  v/ho  having  tried  in  vain 
divers  Saints,  and  the  moft  foiemn    Rites 
of  the   Churchy    applies   to   the   Virgin   of 

Lorctto  ; 
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Loreffo  ;  where  the  Devils  depart  with  la- 
mentable Howlmgs  and  Groans^  "  Mar\\ 
Mary  I  flie  has  ejected  us."  Indeed  'tis 
very  common  to  find  fome  Dijiempers  and 
Devils  fo  obftinate,  that  they  will  never 
yield,  but  to  aggrandize  the  Character  of 
fome  particular  Saint,  or  Order. 
Welley  [No.  2.]  Here  follows  another  Engine 
3  Journ.  ^^   j-^jj-g    ^p   y^^. ^    WefJcfs   Name.      "    A 

^luaker,  difpleafed  at  the  DiJJimulation  of 
thefe  Creatures,  [the  Screamers,  Droppers, 
&C.']  was  biting  his  Lips,  and  knitting  his 
Brows,  when  he  dropt  down  as  Thunder- 
jlruck.  His  Agony  was  terrible  to  behold. 
We  befought  God  not  to  lay  Folly  to  his 
Charge.  And  he  foon  lifted  up  his  Head, 
and  cried  aloud,  '  Now  I  know,  Thou  art 
a  Prophet  of  the  Lord.'' 

'Tis  very  poflible  this  may  be  all  com- 
paB.  But,  however  that  be,  Mr.  Wefley 
readily  catcheth  at  his  juft  Title  of  a  Fro- 
5  Journ.  phet ;  and  more  plainly  elfewhere  :  For  "  a 
^*  ^'"'  Woman  that  was  a  Sinner  having  lent  him 
a  convenient  Place  for  Preaching,  he  de- 
clares, '  Thou  poor  Sinner,  Thou  hafi  re- 
ceived  a  Prophet  in  the  Name  of  a  Prophet, 
and  art  found  of  him  that  fent  him.'' 

This  Peft  of  Vanity  flicks  fo  clofe,  that 

he  cannot  help  (hewing  what  2^  great  Man 

Ibid,     he  is  ftill  farther;  '*  I  obferve,  the  Poptjh 

p- 73-4-    -pj-i^jl  knew  well,  how  much  it  would  be 

for  the  Intereft  of  his  Church  to  have  me 

accounted 
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accounted  a  Member  of  it."  —  Without 
Doubt,  the  Pope  and  Cardinals  would  be 
in  high  Raptures. 

Hoc  Ithacus  velif,  &  magno  7nercentur  Atrida, 

After  preaching,  the  People  were  ready  to 
tread  me  under  Fcot,    out  of  pure  Love    joyrn 
and  Kindnefs : — In  going  to  Chwch  well- p.  107. 
corned  with  a   loud  Huzza.  —  As  I  was     03. 
preachings  a  Collier  began  fiouting  a-main    ■  ' 
for  Joy ;  their  ufual  Token  of  Approbation 
was  clapping  nje  on  the  Back."     So  potent 
are  the  Proofs  of  his  divine  Mijjion. 

§.  8.  [No.  3.]  But  we  may  likewife 
have  a  Sight  of  our  ^o«^^r--?/7o;?^fr,  fitting 
in  the  Seat  of  the  Great  Searcher  of  Hearts. 
For  thus  he  maketh  out  his  Claim.  "  As  4  Joura. 
I  was  expounding  the  12th  of  the  ^^j,  P-S^- 
7k  young  Man,  with  fume  others,  rufhed  in, 
ciirfing  and  /wearing  vehemently ;  and  fo 
difturbed  all  near  him,  that  they  put  him 
out.  I  obferved  it,  and  called  to  let  him 
come  in  J  that  our  Lord  might  bid  his  Chains 
Jail  oj-.  As  fcon  as  the  Sermon  was  over, 
he  came  and  declared  before  us  all,  "  That 
he  was  a  Smuggler,  then  going  on  in  this 
Work,  as  his  Difguife,  and  the  great  Bag 
he  had  with  him,  Ihevved.  But  he  faid, 
he  mud  never  do  this  more  j  for  he  was 
now  refolved,  to  have  the  Lord  for  his  God.'* 

In 
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In  this  Cafe  'tis  evident,  either  that  there 
was  CoUufion  a?id  Combination^  which  Mr. 
Wejley  farely  will  not  admit  j  or  elfe  that 
he  knoweth  the  Secrets  of  the  Man's  Hearty 
that  he  would  become  a  Convert ;  as  well 
as  the  Mind  of  Chriji,   who  would  make 
him  fuch.     And  why  fhould  he  fall  (hort 
Ribaden.  'of  j^jg  Forefathers^   For  we  read,  "  that  a 
fewy  in  the  fejuifs  College  at  Ro?ne,  feemcd 
once  to  be  converted  ;  but  afterwards  be- 
came furious,    and   refolved    to    be   gone, 
iliying,    '  he   would    not  be  a   Chrijlian' 
The  Holy  Father  Ignatius  only  called  for 
him,  and  faid,   '  Stay  with  us  Ifaac^'  and 
in  a  Moment  he  was  quieted  and  gentle  as 
a  Lamb."  —  Our    next   Parallel  will  be 
Specul.    clofer.      "  St.   Dominic  having   convicted 
Exemp..  fonne  Perfons  of  ii^^T/y,  and  delivered  them 
Peter  de  to  the  jeciilar  Arm  ;    as  they  were  going 
NataK      X.0  be  burned^  he  fpieth  one  among  them, 
■■'■  '    'in  whom  dijcerning  a  Ray  of  Prcdeflina" 
tiouy  he  ordereth  him  not  to   be  burned, 
but  to  be  delivered  back  to  the  Holy  Office  j 
where  he  fays  to  him,  '  I  know,  my  Son, 
thou  wilt  yet  be  a  good  Man,  and  a  Saint.' 
He  was  inftantly  illuminated,    and  became 
of  the  Order  of  Fryer's  Preachers.'" — Nor 
Bnnavent.  muft  St.  Fraucis  be  omitted,    "  who  fore- 
Lc-gend.    fQi^  the  Converiion  of  feveral  Perfons,  with 
*^^^'  "■    infallible  Truth,  to  Chrifl,  who  were  as  yet 
Conform,  pervcrfe." —  '*  Becaufe  Saint  Francis  follow- 
FoL  278.  ^j  Chrijl  to  Pe?fc&ion ;    God,    by  wilting 

himfelf 
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himfelf  to  him,  and  making  him  one  Spirit 
with  him  by  Transformation ^  revealed  his 
own  Senfe  to  him :  not  only  making   him 
a  Prophet^    in  feeing  and   knowing  future 
Things^  and  diftant  j  but  more  than  a  Pro- 
phet^ in   refped:  of  hiowing   the   Secrets  of 
Men's  Hearts.     Of  which  there  are  divers 
Infances.'' — "  By  a  certain  Spiritual  Sign  he  Conform: 
knew   who    would    be  Javed,    and    who  P* '39- 
damned  J    and  when.  —  A  Brother  under  a 
grievous  Temptation  fincied   he  fliould  be 
cured  by  the  Parings  of  St.  Francis's  Nails :     278. 
St.   Francisy  knowing  this   at   a  Diftance, 
takes  a  Pair  of  SciJ/ars,  cuts  fome  Parings^ 
and   fends   them ;    and  the  Man  was  /«- 
fantly  cured  of  the   Temptation."      And 
as  it  would   be  the  utmoft  Partiality   to 
deny  the  Female  Saints  the  Knowledge  of 
fuch  curious   Secrets  j  —  We  find   the   in- 
fpired    Bourignon    laying    in    her    Claim ; 
"  If  I  perceive  the  moft  hidden  Thoughts 
of  your  Hearts^  whence  can  this  come  but 
from   God    alone  ? "    Light   in    Darknefs, 
Part  I.  Letter  i.— -M.  of  Pazzi   "  pene-     Life." 
trated  into  the  moft  hidden  Folds  of  other  ^'''- 44* 
People's  Con/cicnces."  —  "  One  of  St.  C^-Ribaden, 
tharine's  Prerogatives  was,  to  know  whe-"'^^'"'  ^*' 
ther  other  People  were  in  a  State  of  Grace, 
or  not :  She  could  read  their  Minds,  and 
clearly    underftand   all  that  was  in  them. 
She  knew  wicked  Perfons  by  their  finking 
Smell." 

G  That 
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That  this  miraculous  Gift  was  commu- 
nicated   to   the    humble    Followers^    both 
Mcthcdif.s  and    Papijis,   will  be  obferved 
anon.      In  the  mean  time,    perhaps   Mr. 
JVcJley  hath  received  the  fame  Light  with 
Martyrol.  <<  Fryer  Roger,  to  whom  a  Francifcan  ap- 
laT^^'o    P^^^*^^  2^^^^^^  ^^is  Death,    and  gave  him  a 
'Rule   how  to   know  whether  any  Perfon 
were  in  the  Number  of  the  Tredeftinated, 
by  a  peculiar  Sign  fecret  to  common  Mor- 
tals J  and  revealed  to  him  the  Certainty  of 
his  own    EleBion  :"  —  or   he  may  inherit 
Cenform.  {^^^-^    St^   Fraucis  himfelf,    "  who  knew 
'  ^''"    who  fliould  be  faved,  by  a  Sign  not  known 
to  carnal  Men'' — 

§.9.  But  more  of  this,  and  other  extra^ 
ordinary  Gifts,  will  come  to  Light,  by 
looking  into  Mr.  IVcfey^  Pracftice  of  exor- 
cifing  Devils,  and  relieving  the  Tojjejj'ed^, 
with  various  Proofs  and  Inftances  of  the 
miracidous  ''Power  of  Healing. 
Wefley  [No.  4.]  "  One  j—n  H — ;/,  a  Man 
3  journ.  ^£  ^  regular  Life,  conftantly  attending  the 
public  Prayers  and  Sacrament,  zealous  for 
the  Church,  &c.  —  laboured  above  Mea- 
fare  to  convince  his  Acquaintance,  that 
the  Methodijls  falling  into  jlrange  Fits  at  the 
Societies,  —  was  a  Delufon  of  the  Devil, 
We  were  going  home,  when  one  met  us, 
and  informed  us,  *  that  f — n  H — n  was 
fallen   raving   mad'      It    feems    he    had 

been 
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been  reading   a    Sermon    on   Salvation   by 
Faith  'y  and   in  reading  the  laft  ^age^  he 
changed  Colour,  fell  from  his  Chair,    be- 
gan lcreami?2g  terribly,    and  beating  him- 
felf  againft  the  Ground.  — I  came  in,  and, 
found  hini  on  the  Floor  j  the  Room  full  of 
People,  whom  his  Wife  would  have  kept 
out ;  but  he  cried  out,    *  No  ;    let   them 
all  come,  let  all  the  World   fee   the  jufi 
judgment  of  God.'  —  Fixing  his  Eyes  upon 
me^  he  cried,   '  Ay,  this  is  He,  who  I  faid 
was  a  Deceiver  of  the  People.     But  God 
has  overtaken   me.      I    faid    it    was   all   a 
Delufion ;    but   this   is   no   Dehifion.'     He 
then  cried   out,    *  O  thou    Devil!  Thou 
curfed  Devil !  Yea,  thou  Legion  of  Devils. 
Thou  can'ft  not  flay.     Chrijl  will  caft  thee 
out. — Tear  me  in  Pieces  if  thou  wilt,  but 
thou   can'il  not  hurt  me.     He   then  beat 
himfelf againll  the  Ground  again; — Breafl 
heaving  as  in  the  Tangs  oj  Death.  -—  We 
betook   ourfelves    to    'Trayer^    his   'Tangs 
ceafed,  and  both  Body  and  Soul  were  fet  at 
Liberty."     But  "  going  away,  and  after- 
ward returning  to  f — «  H — ;/,  we  found 
his  Voice  was  loft,  and  his   Body  weak  as 
that  of  an  Infant."     The   lail   Words,    I 
obferve,    fliew  a  fiort-liv' d  and  ifnpe^feSf 
Cure.      What   became   of  him  afterwards 
we  know  not.  —  I  obferve,   that  no  Regu- 
larity of  Life^  or  Attendance   on  the  t72oJi 
/acred  Ordinances,  will  iatisfy  Mr.  JVefleyy 
Q  1  '  '    'if 
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jf  wc  think  Methodifm  is  a  Delufwn.  So 
ready  is  he  to  decry  all  the  Means  of 
Grace,  and  Gcod  F-^orkr  [Comp.  c  Journ. 
Page  45—6.] 

I  obferve,  that  upon  the  Man's  reading 
Mr.  Wejlefs  Sermon  (for  he  hath  printed 
one  upon  Sahation   by  Faith)    the  Devil 
feizeth  him ;  he  is   ftruck  with  Madnefsy 
of  which    the   proper    Symptoms    are    ex- 
prefled  :    This    he   declares  to    be  a  ju- 
dicial Sentence   for    oppofing    Mr.    Wejley ; 
*'  This    is    he,    who    I    faid    was  a  De- 
ceiver 3    but    God   hath    overtaken   me.  " 
Which  Words,  if  fpoken  by  the  Man  him- 
fclf  as   his  own   Sentiments,  are  confcfj'edly 
fpoken  by  him  under  a  Fit  of  Dijir action, 
and    Diabclical    Poffeffion :    If  fpoken    by 
Satan,   making  ufe  of  the  Man's  Organs ; 
then   Satan  is  the  Methcdi/Ts  Friend,  and 
bears  Tejiimony  to  Mr.  Wef.eys  Mifjion.  — 
I   obferve,  that  in  order  to  be  true   Me- 
thodijis,  we  are  to  run  mad,  and  be  popjfed, 
in  hope  of  a  fiort  and  imperfeSi  Cure, 

By  way  of  Comparijon,  we  read  of  "  a 
miferable  Woman ,  to  whom  the  Virgin 
Mary,  Jlretching  out  her  Hand,  pointed  out 
Ignatius,  and  commanded  her  to  addrefs 
herfelf  to  him.     Bntjhe,  flruck  With  frcjh 

v^rrL  ^^W'    ^^'^^^    ^^^^^^''      '    Pardon    me,    O 
L,V.  C.i.-S/f^6'^  Ignatius!  For  now   I  remember  I 
have  often  been  Incredulous,  oppofing  thofe 
who  extolled  your  SanSlity  j  and  upbraid- 
ing 
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ing  my  Brother  for  being  o^  your  Order.* 
Acknowledge  then,  fays  the  Virgin y  that 
he  is  truly  a  Saifity  that  he  is  your  07ily 
Helpt  and  that  you  are  to  favcd  by  bis 
Grace.'" —  Madam  Boiirignon  writeth  to  a 
Woman  in  thefe  Words  ^  "  You  fay,  Light  in 
Miftrefs,  that  your /:/z(fj^^7;^s  111 nefs  is  oc-P^^^"^'-' 

.   •  Part  &.• 

cafioned  by  my  Writings.  —  Is  there  not  Letter  22. 
Ground  to  doubt,  that  thofe,  who  fJ3eak 
evil  of  them,  are  poffefTed  with  the  fame 
Spirit,  that  was  in  the  Tharifees,  who 
faid  of  Jefus  Chrifty  that  he  was  one  who 
fedticed the  'People? — I  efteem  your  Hmband 
happy  for  his  Child-birth  ^ains  5  —  I  wifli 
many  more  were  fmitten  with  this  Difeafc^ 
even  though  they  {hould  die  for  it." 

It  may  occafion  a  Doubt,  whether  the 
Madman,    or    Satan,    was    properly    the 
Speaker  ;  becaufe  'Topifj  Writers  of  Da:?no- 
Tiology  tell  us,  '*  that  although  the  TofleffcdT\iyTx.\ 
will  fpeak  feveral  Things  from  the7nJ'Lhes,  Daemon, 
in  which   Spirits  have  no  Share;   yet  ;w//  '^'   '^^' 
oftenly  the  whole  Difcourfe  is  the  Devil's." 
And  in  that  Cafe,  ''  the  Devil  will  fome- 
times    fpeak   Truth,  or  feem  to  depart,  in 
order  to  puff  up  the  Exorcif  with  Vaiji- 
glory. "      For    which    Reafon    they    ?,dd.     Mail. 
*'  that  the  Exorci/l  (hould   by  no  means  rv"^^'^^* 

,  ^ir  TT      •      ■>■,  Tom.  4. 

be  a  Man  given  to  Vanity.  p.  17.  20. 

§.  10.  [No.   5.]    "A  young  Woman   of  Wefloy 
Nineteen,    that  could  rK)t   write  or  read,  3  Jo""^"- 
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held  in  Bed  by  two  or  three  Perfons  -,  — 
AnguKh,  Horror,  Defpair  above  Defcrip- 
tion  in  her  pale  Face. —  A  thoufand  Dif- 
tortions  lliewed  how  the  Dogs  of  Hell  were 
gnawing  her  Heart,  She  fhrieks,  fcreams 
out,  '  I  am  damn'd,  damnd.  Six  Days 
ago  you  might  have  helped  me  :  but  it 
is  now  paft.  I  am  the  Devil's  now :  I 
have  given  myfelf  to  him.  BJs  I  am. 
Him  I  muft  ferve.  With  him  I  muft  go 
to  Hell.  I  will  be  his.  I  will  ferve  him. 
I  will  go  with  him  to  Hell.  I  cannot,  I 
will  not,  hQ/aved.  I  mujf,  I  will,  I  will 
be  damned.'  She.  then  began  praying  to 
the  Devil,     We  began, 

'  Arm  of  the  Lord,  awake,  awake.* 

She  immediately  funk  down  as  afieep : 
but  as  foon  as  we  left  off,  broke  out  again 
with  unexprellible  Vehemence,  *  Stony 
Hearts  break  ! — I  am  a  Warning  to  yoii.  — 
You  Jieed  not  be  damned,  tho'  I  muft.'  — 
She  then  fixt  her  Eyes  on  the  Corner  of 
the  Cielingy  and  faid,  *  There  he  is.  Ay, 
There  he  is.  Come,  good  Devil,  come  : 
take  me  away.  You  laid  you  will  dafli 
my  Brains  out.  Come,  do  it  quickly.  I 
am  yours.  I  will  be  youis.  Come  juft 
now.  Take  me  away.'  We  interrupted 
her  by  calling  again  upon  God. —  We  con- 
tinued in  Trayer  till  paft  Eleven  :  When 

God 
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God  in    a   Moment    fpake   Peace    to   her 
Souir 

Here  is  one  of  the  moft  difinal  Inftances 
of  Madnejs^  PoJJeJJioni  and  Defpair,  that 
can  well  be  conceived  j  one  among  ma?2y 
that  have  happened  among  the  Methodijis  : 
y{ovn\Ay  Jhockingy  but  neceflary  to  be  tran- 
fcribedy  on  account  oi  Jimilar  Cafes  among 
Papijisy  of  Parallels  in  Perfons  faid  to  be 
fojjejjed,  or  bewitched,  and  cured  by,  Ex- 
orcifmSj  &c. .         •     ■  •    -  'r^* 

But  before  I  proceed,  it  may  be  proper 
juft  to  mention  "  the  DiJiinBion  betvveen  Mall. 
Perfons  PopJJed,  and  fuch  as  are  Bewitched:  Ma'^f. 
The  former  fuffer  purely  (as  Dcsmonologifti  ^^^l^ 
write)  from  the  Operation  of  Satan  himfelfy 
or  his  Imps :  The  latter  indeed  from  Satan^ 
but  not  without  the  Intervention  of  Wi- 
zards ^  or  Witches'' — And  I  would  have  it 
obferved,  that  I  do  not  make  myfelf  a 
Party  in  the  Controverfy  about  DamO' 
?7iacs,  whether  their  Cafe  be  mere  Dijiem- 
per,  or  Diftemper  caufed  by  evil  Spirits  -, 
nor  yet,  whether,  how  often,  and  how  far, 
we  have  Proof  of  the  Power  of  Witch- 
craft. Thus  much,  however,  I  fay,  that 
I  am  not  one  of  thofe  Heroes,  who  take 
upon  them  to  chafe  Spiritual  Beings,  good 
or  bad,  out  of  the  World  j  or  to  deny 
either  their  Exijlence,  or  Infiuence.  And 
yet  I  am  well  aware  how  many  poor 
Creatures  have  imjiijily  fuffered  under  fuch 

an 
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an  hnputation  \  how  frequently  Diftempers 
have  been  conjflrued  into  Pojj'ejjion  and 
Witchcraft ;  and  efpecially  what  wicked 
'Tricks  and  Impojlwes  Popipo  Priejis,  yefuits, 
&c.  have  played  upon  the  World  by  fuch 
Pretenfwns. 

We  have  feveral  Particidars  in  this  Ar- 
ticle, which  are  not  without  their  proper 
Parallels.     This  poor  Creature  calling  upon 
the  Devil,  I  am  damned,    I   have   given 
myfelf  to  him,   *  Come,  good  Devil,  take 
Baling,    me  away,'  &c.  —  is  equalled   by    "  that 
^\\tz    ^^^fpf^^^^^^^S  Wretch,  pouring  out  Curfings 
p.  i8z.     and  Execrations,  and  roaring  out,   *  Come 
Devil,  come.'    The  Devil  inftantly  feizeth 
him,  and  daflieth  him  agalnfl  the  Ground, 
i^c.    All  the  Holy  Atnidets  of  the  Catholick 
Church  are  prefcribed.   But  nothing  would 
do,    till   by   Prayer    to   the  Virgin  Mary, 
the  Evil  Spirit  in  a  Moment  departed. 

Again,    Mr.  Wefley   ufeth  hard  Names, 

calling  the   Devils    '  Dogs   of  Hell ;'  and 

both  he  and   Whitefield  had  before  called 

Satan    *  a   Fool,   one  that  did  not  under- 

ftand   his    own   Buflnefs'     Which    fhews 

MaJi.    how  carefully  they  obferve  "  the  Rule  pre- 

^iViaief.    fci-Jbefi  tQ   £xorcifs  by    approved   Papijisy 

p.  2g.      namely,    to    call    the    Devils    opprobrious 

Names,  in  order  to  expel  them,   by  taming 

their  Pride.     And  'tis  one  Form  of  Conju^ 

Mengi    ration,    "  I   conjure  you,    ye  abominable 

Damon,  ^^^bels,    ye  Acherontic  Dogs^   worfe  than 

p.  103.  Common 
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Common  Strumpets y  &c."  And  they  give 
for  a  Reafo?7i  '  that  the  proud  Devils  can- 
not bear  Contempt^  but  will  Ineak  away 
ajljamed.'' 

We  may  obferve,  that  this  defpairing 
Woman y  diJiraBed  by  her  Terrors,  hath  in 
Imagination  a  Sight  of  the  Devil  coming  to 
feize  Ijer  5  "  She  fixt  her  Eyes  on  the  Corner 
of  the  Cielingy  faying,  '  There  he  is.  Ay, 
There  he  is.'  &c,—Knd  (pag.  88.)  ''  An- 
other Woman  rtrangely  torn  by  the  Devils 
upon  Deliverance  by  Prayer,  cried  out  ve- 
hemently, *  He  is  gone  :  he  is  gone." 

This  imaginary  Sight,  of  what  none  be- 
fides  can  fee,  is  pretty  common  among  the 
Legendary  Saints ;  who  in  their  defperate 
and  dijlraBed  Fits  fee  him  coming  and  goings 
and  enter  into  Difcozirfe  with  him.  —  'Tis 
like  wife  a  very  ufual  Thing  with  Perfons 
thought  to  be  bewitchedy  to  have  a  Sight  of 
their  Tormentors,  either  D^^mofis,  or  Witches. 
Thofe,  who  are  unacquainted  with  thefe 
Things,  may  fee  many  Inftances  in  Mather  i 
Hijlory  of  New -England.  Particularly, 
Book  VI.  Ch.  7.  Where  "  Perfons  tor- 
mented by  Sorcery,  or  Witchcraft,  are  in 
the  litmofl  Agonies  and  Convulfions,  uttering 
the  mofl  horrid  Imprecations  and  Blaf- 
phemies;''  fuch  as  thefe  in  Mr.  Wefley's 
journals.  One  fees  a  Spirit  ftand  by  her, 
and  afterwards  cries  out,  '  He  is  gone/ 
Others  cry  out  upon  the  DcsvmiSy  *  They 
H  are 
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arc  gone  j  they  are  gone ;'  and  with  art 
altered  Voice^  fay,  '  Now  I  am  well'  — 
So,  (Hiftory  o^  Witchcraft,  Vol.  I.  p.  50.) 
Mrs.  Throgmor toil's  Children  cry  out,  *  See 
the  Witch  there j  take  her  away;  look 
where  (he  ftands.'  Page  123.  The  fup- 
pofed  Wizard  \%feen  3  *  Oh  1  He  is  come  ; 
he  is  come." 

The  contrary,  joyous  Vifions  of  Chrift^ 
Angels,  &c.  will  fall  in  our  Way  as  we 
go  on  ;  as  alfo  other  Circumftances  of 
Witchcraft. 

§.  II,  [No.  6.]  Of  equally  terrible  Na- 
Wefley  ture  is  the  next  Cafe.  "  A  Woman  lay 
p  Q°^-Qc  ^^  ^^  Ground,  furioufly  gnaJJnng  her 
Teeth, —  and  roaring.  Not  eafy  for  three 
or  four  Perfons  to  hold  her;  efpecially 
v/hen  the  Name  of  fejus  was  named.  We 
prayed ;  the  Violence  of  her  Symptoms  ceafed;, 
but  not  a  coinpleat  Deliverance. 

In  the  Evening,  being  fent  for  again,  I 
was  unwilling,  indeed  afraid,  to  go ;  think- 
ing it  would  not  avail,  unlefs  fome,  who 
were  jlrong  i?2  Faith,  were  to  ivrefile  ivith 
God  for  her.  I  opened  my  Tefiament  on 
thofe  Words ;  I  was  afraid,  and  went  and 
hid  tliy  Talent  in  the  Earth.  I  flood  re- 
proved, and  went  immediately.  She  be- 
gan Screaming  before  I  came  into  the 
Room  ;  then  broke  out  into  a  horrid  Laugh-- 
ter,  mixt  with  Blafphemy,  grievous  to  hear. 

One 
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OjjCy  who  from  many  Circumftances  ap- 
prehended a  preternatural  Agent,  asking, 

*  How  did'ft  thou  dare  to  enter  into  a 
ChrijiianV  Was  anfvvered,  *  She  is  not  a 
Cbrijlian :  She  is  mine.'  ^  *  Doft  thou 
not  tremble  at  the  Name  of  yefus  V  No 
Words  followed,  but  fhe  JJjrunk  back,  and 
trembled  exceedingly.  ^  '  Art  thou  not 
increafing  thine  own  Damnation  V  It  was 
faintly  anfwered,  *  Ay,  Ay:'  which  was 
followed  by  frefh  Ciirfmg  and  Blafphemy. 

My  Brother  coming  in,  fiie  cried  out, 

*  Treacher,  Field-Preacher  !  I  don't  love 
Ft  eld' Preachings*  This  was  repeated  two 
Hours  together,  with  /pitting,  and  all  the 
Expreffions  of  ftrong  Averfion. 

Two  Days  after  we  called  upon  her 
again.  Now  it  was,  that  God  fhe  wed  he 
heareth  the  Prayer.  All  her  Pangs  ccafed 
in  a  Mome72t ;  —  and  flie  knew  that  the 
Son  of  Wickednefs  was  departed  from 
her." 

Here  we  fee  a  confefTed  diabolical  Pof- 
Jejjion  ;  Mr.  Wejley  owns  his  Talent  of  cjeB- 
ing  Satan  j  and  acftually  doeth  it,  by  the 
Prayers  of  himjelf  and  Brother.  L.et  us 
confider  a  few  of  the  Circumftances.  —  In 
the  firft  Place  we  fliould  admire  Mr. 
Wejlcfs  excellent  Trap  to  catch  Fame,  i.  e. 
an  Appearance  of  profound  Humility.  He 
was  unwilling  and  afraid  to  venture  upon 
expelling  Satan  himfelf,  cafting  about  for 
others  Jirong  in  the  Faith.  In  this  Per- 
H  2  plexity 
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plexity  he  dips  in  the  Btble^  by  Way  of 
Lottery  y  (which  Mr.  Whttefield  calls  tempt- 
ing God;  and  much  greater  and  better  Men 
have  looked  upon  as  little  lliort  of  Co?ijur- 
ing )  immediately   Heaven    openly    atteib 
his   Talent   of  ejeSiing   Devils.     He  goes 
and   fucceeds."  —  Again,   (even  after  the 
SanBion  of  Heaven  to  be  an  Exo7'ciJi,  and 
Wefley    the  Rebuke  for  drawing  back)   *'  being  in- 
5  journ.  fQrmed  of  a  Woman  deemed  7nad^  or  pof- 
^  fij'^^y    ^^^^  defired    to  come    to    her ;    he 

asketh,    *  What  Good  do  you  think   I  can 
do  ?'  But  being  prefled,  he  went;  performed 
his  Office  ;  and  left  her  rejoicing  and  praif- 
Plain  Ac-  ing  God^ — Once  more  :  "  Mr.  Wefley  hav- 
count,       -j^g  cured  an   Old    Man    of  an   inveterate 
^' "  '      Cough ^  asketh,  (how  modejily^  and  yet  how 
artfully  ? )    Does  Humility  require  me   to 
deny  a  notorious  FaSi"^  If  not,  which  is 
Vanity  ?  To  fay,  I,   by  my  own  Skill,  re- 
flored    this   Man  to   Health  ?    Or  to  fay, 
God  did  it  by  his  own  Almighty  Power  ?" 

In  all  thefe  Inftances  Mr.  E^eJIey  well 
knows  *  the  Perfons  with  whom  he  has 
to  do,'  where  the  Honour  will  center,  what 
Veneration  his  own  will  conceive  for  the 
wonderful  Man,  who  is  fuch  a  powerful 
Operator,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  of  fuch 
felf-denying  Humility.  'Tis  our  Bufinefs  to 
remark,  how  carefully  he  hath  copied  his 
Ribaden.   Qriginals  :  —  As  that  of  the  great  "  Jgna- 

^.sl^"^'    ^'^'^'  ^"^^  whom  z  Woman  fofjejjed  vj'ixh 'd 

JPe'vil 


(    53    ) 

Devil  being  brought,  from  an  Opinion  of 
his   eminent    San5fit)\    he    anfwered    very 
hiimhly^    "  that  he   deferred  not  fo  much 
Favour  at  the  Lord's  Hands :  yet  he  would 
pray  for  the  poor  Woman.      Pie   did   io  -j 
and    prefently    flie    w^as  freed    from   her 
Trouble." —  "  From  the  fame  Principle  ofxhyryas 
Humility^  and  Fear  of  afjuming  too  much,  I^^emon. 
many  illujir'ioiis  Saints  have  with  Difficulty  (j^'  /.'g^ 
been  induced  to  lend    their  Operation    in 
cajlijig    cut   Devils.      St.    haiirentius   fuf- 
tinian  being  defired  to  expel  a  Devil  out 
of  a  Woman,  faid,    ^  Ask  not  of  me  what 
I  can't  do.'     Gregory  of  Lingon  gave  the 
fame  Anfwer ;   St.  Remigiiis  the  fame,  when 
a  Woman  pojjeffed  applied  to  him ;  and  fo 
did  Nicetius  of  Lyons.''     This  they  found 
the  moft  effedual   Way.     For  the  Pride 
of  the  Devils  could  never  refift  the  Humi- 
lity oj  the  Exorcift.     "  Th.Q  Devil  in.  full  Conform. 
Pojjefflon  of  a  Man,    feeing   Fryer   Riiffin^^^-^A- 
coming,  ran  away  as  fall  as  he  could,  and 
gave  for  a  Reafon,  *  that  he  could  not  ftand 
the  Poverty,  Humility,  and  Prayers  of  fiich 
a   Saint.  "  —  "  St.  Antony  once    finding Thyrseuj 
himfelf  not  powerful  enough  to  expel  a  Z)^-  ^'^i'^- 
mon,    fendeth    the   Poffefj'ed '  to    Paid   the 
Simple  J  and  then,   '  I  go,  I  o;o,    (faith  the 
Proud  Spirit)  the  Simplicity  and  Hiunility 
of  Paul  dvi\e  me  away." 

Another   Thing    obfervable   is    Satan's 
fair ri bus    Language ,    and    contemptuous 

Treat- 
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Treatment  of  the  WeJIeys.  "  Preachers ! 
FicId-Preachers  !  I  don't  love  Field-Preach-^ 
erSy  for  two  Hours  together,  with  fpittiiig, 
and  all  Expreflions  of  ftrong  Averfiony 
And  who  but  the  Devil,  or  his  AgefitSy 
would  do  fo  ?  And  yet  this  evidently  turns 
out  to  the  Wefiefs  Advantage ;  to  the  In- 
creafe  of  the  malicious  Spirit's  own  Dam- 
nation,  and  their  Triumph,  For  what  better 
Proof  of  their  divine  MiJJion,  than  Satan's 
Averfion  to  them ;  of  their  Superiority^ 
than  his  Jlyi?ig  the  Field? 

This  hath  been  of  old  one  of  the  Devil's 
Tricks,  and  with    the  fame   Succefs.      For 
Bartol.    "  they  infulted  even  tht  Holy  Ignatius  with 
i  "'  I"'  fuch  opprobrious  Nick-nameSy  calling  him 
one-eyed y  halter,  baldpate,  &c.    They  don't 
value  Ignatius  of  a  Hair,  and  will  not  ftir 
a  Foot  for  him.      But   with    their    whole 
Thyr.    Troop  werc  foon  forced  to  fly."  —  "  They 
LocInfeft-tl^i-QYV'  out  Cart-loads    of  Blafphemies    and 
D^mon.   Railings  againft  the  Saints ;  calling  the  mofl: 
p.  183.     fand:ified   Virgin   Fuphrafia,   Whore ;    and 
Theodorus,  Son  of  a  JVhore  :  They  call  St. 
BenediB,  Male  di  51 :  St.  Syr  us  and  St   Ber- 
nard, they  diminifh  into  little  Syrulus  and 
Bemardulus ;  and  call  the  latter  Pork-eater 
and  Cabbage-crammer  ^  all  with  the  utmoft 
Contumely." 


Weflcy       §.  12.    We  go  on  in   the  fame  Strain. 

p.lr""  \^^'  7']  ''  ^  ^'^s  ^^"^  ^°^  ^^  Kingfwood, 

to 
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to  one  of  thofe  who  were  fo  ill  before*  A 
violent  Rain  began  juft  as  I  fet  out,  fo  that 
I  was  throughly  wet  in  a    few  Minutes. 
The  Woman,    then   three  Miles   off,  cried 
out,   '  Yonder   comes  Wejley,  galloping  as 
fafi  as   he  can'      When  I   was  come,    I 
was  quite  cold  and  dead,    fitter  for   Sleepy 
than  Prayer.     She  burfl  out  into  a  horrid 
Laughter,    and    faid,     *   No    Power,     no 
Power  :  no  Faith,  no  Faith.     She  is  mine. 
1  have  her,  and  will  not  let  her  go.'    We 
begged  of  God  to  increafe  our  Faith.  Mean 
while  her  Pangs  increafed  more  and  more : 
fo  that  one  would  have  imagined,  by  the 
Violence  of  the   Throes,  her  Body   muil 
have  been  fiattered  to  Pieces.     0?2e,  who 
was  clearly  convinced  this  was  no  natural 
Di [order,  laid,  '  I  think  Satan  is  let  loofe. 
I  fear  he  will  not  Jlop  here.'    And  added, 
*  I  command  thee,  in  the  Name  of  Jefus, 
to  tell  if  thou  haft  Commiffion  to  torment 
any  other  Sctd.'      It  was  immediately  an- 
fwered,  *  I  have,    L — y  C — r,   and  S — h 
y — ;  ,'    two   who  lived  at  fome  Dijlance, 
and  were  then  in  perfetft  Health."     This 
was  on  Saturday.     But  he  goes  on,   **  On 
Sunday  in  the  E'-jening,    I  called  at  Mrs. 

y — 's  in   Kif2gfwood.      S h  y — s   and 

L — y  C — r  were  there.  It  was  fcarce  a 
Quarter  of  an  Hour  before  L — y  C — r  fell 
into  a  ftrange  Agony ;  and  prefently  after, 
S — y   y — s.      The   'violent  Couvuljions   all 

over 
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over  their  Bodies  were  fuch  as  Words  can- 
not defcribe.  Their  Cries  and  Groam  v/ere 
too  horrid  to  be  born.  Till  one  of  them, 
in  a  T^one  not  to  be  expreff'edy  faid,  *  Where 
is  your  Faith  now  ?  Come,  go  to  Prayers. 
I  will  pray  with  you.  Our  Father,  ^c' 
We  took  the  Advice,  frojn  ivhomfoevcr  it 
came,  and  poured  out  our  Souls  before 
God,  till  L — y  C — r's  Agonies  Jo  increafed, 
that  fhe  feemcd  in  the  Pangs  of  Death, 
But  in  a  Moment  God  fpoke  j  ftie  knew  his 
Voice,  and  both  Body  and  Soul  were  heal- 
ed. We  continued  in  Prayer  till  near  One, 
when  S — -y  J — j's  Voice  was  alfo  changed, 
and  {lie  began  flrongly  to  call  upon  God, 
In  the  Morniiig  we  renewed  our  Prayers, 
while  ihe  was  crying  continually,  *  \biirn, 
I  burn  : — I  have  a  Fire  within  me.  I  can- 
not bear  it.     Lord  Jejiis  !  Help  !." 

I  have  tranfcribed  this  Cafe  at  large,  on 
account  of  Variety  of  Obfervations  and  Pa- 
rallels that  will  refuit  from  it. 

The  firil:  extraordinary  Circnmjlance  is, 
that  when  Mr.  Wejley  was  on  the  Road, 
and  upon  the  Gallop  on  account  of  the  Rain, 
the  Woman  poffeU'ed  fliould  know  and  fee 
this  fo  exactly,  at  three  Miles  Diftajtce, 
And  1  affure  him,  that  I  do  not  de7:y  the 
FaB  ;  though  I  cannot  comprehend  the 
Manner,  or  the  Caiife,  Nor  do  1  doubt 
of  the  Truth  of  fome  fimilar  Cafes,  liow- 
cver  unaccountable,  as  to  bare  Matter  of 

FaB. 
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Fa6f,      Whether   this   will    turn   to    Mr. 
We/ley'^  Honour^  I  cannot  fay. 

Mr.    C.    Mather  (Hijlory  of  New-Eu'^^^^^^^- 
gland)  giving  an  Account  of  dreadful  Sor-     ^^'  '* 
ceries  and  Witchcrafts^  has  many  Inftances 
"  attejied  by  Perfons  of  the  utmoft  Vera- 
city^    and    unqueflionably    well  fupported, 
of  People   thus  prefer  naturally  indifpofed, 
who  knew  Things  done  at  a  Dijlance^  and 
what  Perfons    were    bewitched   at    diftant 
Places." — So  in  Glanvill'^  Sadducifmus  Tri-    R^iaf. 
zimphatus,  we  have  Evidence   upon  Oath,  the  zd. 
"  of  a  Boy  bewitched,  who  would  defcribe 
exadlly  the  Clothes  and  Habit  of  the  Witch  * 
at  that  Time,  though  her  Houfe  was  at  a 
good  Dijlance-y  and  this  the  Conjlable  and 
others,     upon    repairing    to    the    Witch's 
Houfe,  found  to  be  true.  —  A  Girl  taken   Relat. 
with  Jirange  Fits  ufually  told  what  Clothes  ^^^  3<J'. 
Elizabeth  Style^  (the  fuppofed  Witch)  had 
on  at  the  Time,  which  the  Informant  and 
others   have   feen,    and    found    true."  — 
There  is  another  Cafe,  coming  nearer  to 
that  of  Mr.  Wefley  feen  upon  the  Gallops 
&c.  to  be  f®und  in  the  Hiflory  of  Witch- 
craft.     'Tis  in  the  Account  of  the  Witches  Vol.  r. 
of  WarboiSy   executed    for  bewitching   the  P"  77* 
Children   of  Mr.  T^hrochnorton ;    and   tor- 
menting them  with  grievous  Agonies,  Fits, 
^c,  —  "  The  eldcft:  Daughter  was  in  her 
Fit,  fitting   at  Home  in  a  Parlour;  who 
fuddenly    faid,    *  Now  Uncle,    and    two 
I  others, 
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Others,  whom  fhe  named,  are  going  to 
Mother  Samuel,  ( the  Witch.  )  See,  fays 
fhe,  where  Mother  Samuel  goes  trotting  in 
the  Streets  before  them,  with  her  wooden 
Tankard,  and  her  Apron  tucked  up  before  ; 
namlrtg  the  Houfe  where  {he  went,  and  all 
the  Difcourfe  that  paffed  between  them. 
And  it  proved  true,  that  Ihe  repeated  ex- 
actly every) Word  andPalTage  between  them  j 
though  fhe  could  not  poffibly  either  hear 
or  fee  any  Thing  in  that  Situation,  and  at 
that  Diilance." 

PopiJJ?  Authors  are   unanimous   in    a- 

fcribing  this  Knowledge  of  Thifjgs,  remote 

from  the  natural  Sight,  to  a  diabolical  Pof- 

^^^'^^^'  feffion.     Nor  need  we  be  particular,  w^heii 

we    have    the  Authority ;   of  the  Roman 

'Ritual ;  that  the  Difco'very  of  Takings  at  a 

Dijiance  is  one  Sign  of  an  imnate  Devil.  ' ' 

Unlefs  the  Glorious  Ignatius  be  thought  of 

better  Authority ;  one   of  v/hofe  Privileges 

MaffiB.    was,  "  to  difcover  Things  very  far  remote 

p-  55''   from  human  Sight :"   Or  that  Inftance  "  of 

Fryer  fohn,  a  FraJicifcan,  who  had  a  clear 

Perception  of  the  Coming  of  Brother  QileSy 

FrancTfc!  ^^   twenty -eight   Miles  Diilance,    by   the 

Jul.  3.      Odour  of  his  Sandfity/' 

The  fecond  Particular  remarkable  is  an- 
other Inftance  of  the  Devil's  Impudence,  in 
ridiculing  Mr.  Wejley  for  his  draggled  Con- 
dition ;  and  taking  Advantage,  from  his 
being  quite  cold  and  dcad^  to  burll  out  into 

a  hor- 
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ii  horrid  Laugh ;  thereby  infultlng  him 
both  for  want  of  Power,  and  of  Faith. 
Mr.  Wejlcy  feems  fenfible  of  this  DefeSl^ 
and  begs  of  God  to  increafe  their  Faith, 
The  wicked  one  again  taiinteth  and  upbraid- 
eth  him,  "  Where  is  your  Faith  noiv  ? 
Come,  go  to  Prayers.  I  will  pray  with 
you  J  '  Our  Father,  &c."  This  likewife 
is  intimated  to  be  a  Sneer  of  the  Devil  \ 
for  Mr.  IFefley  adds,  "  We  took  the  Ad- 
vice, y)w«  whomfoever  it  came.'* 

Whoever  will  look  into  the  Elogia  ye- 
fuitarum,  (Pag.  48 9. J  will  find  how  thefe 
cur  fed  Spirits  took  all  Opportunities  of  treat- 
ing  the  holy   Men    with   Derifion,    Scoffs^ 
daunts,  Horfc-laughs ;  and  how  all  turned 
to  a  good  Account,  in  raifing  the  Character 
of  the  Jefuits. — Even  Ignatius  himfelf,  St.  Ribaden. 
Dorninic,  2indi   all  the  Mafs-Priejh   foii^tlj^J^c^ 
the  fame  i?npudent  and  jcornful  Treatment. 
And  we  are  afiured,  "  that  when  the  Holy  Franci 
Fathers  the  jefuits  came  to  relieve  any  Dee-  '?""^'' 
moniacs,  the  Devils  at  firft  would  behave  p^  iVz- 
impudently,    and    injidt   them ;    but  were 
forced  to  take  to  their  Heels,  as  foon  as 
the    Pojj'cjjed   had    purged    themfelves   by 
Conjejjion,   and  tied   fome  conjecrated  Wax 
round  their  Necks." 

The  Circumftance  of  the  Devil's  calling 

for  Prayers  puts  me  in  mind  of  what  fome 

Papijls   fay,  namely,  "  that   this   infernal 

Fiend  will  fometimes  relent^  and  will  bring 

I  2  himfelf 
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hlmfelf  down  fo  as   to  fay  Pater  Nofter, 
but  never  to  fay  Ave  Mary.'' 
specul.        "  The  Z)£'w7  too,  feeing  how  Pern fe72ts 
DrnTe'  ^^^^   whitened    by    Confe/Jion^     defired    a 
Cap.  23.  Prieft  to  confefs  hifn.'' 

As  a  third  Particular  we  may  take   No- 
tice of  Satan's  not  flopping  at  one  Methodijl^ 
but  declaring  his  Commijjion  to  torment  two 
more,  whom  he    names.      This   Secret    is 
drawn   from   Satan  by    *'   Otie^  who  was 
clearly  convinced  this  v^^as  no  natural  Dif- 
order ;"    Which  One,    I   prefume,    is  Mr. 
Wejleys  Good  Self,  by  his  fpeaking  fo  aiitho^ 
ritatively,  "  I  command  thee  to   tell." — 
The  Account  feems  to  betray  feme  Sufpicion 
of  a  CompaSi.      For   I   do    not   find    this 
^e/iion  was  ever  asked   before  in  any  of 
the  Methodijis  that  were  pojj'efj'ed:    And  it 
mufl  be  2.fooliJh  Devil,  who  would  fo  free- 
ly declare  into  what  particular  Perfons  he 
was  to  ejifer-, — unlefs  he  were  compelled  ir^ 
refftibly  by   Mr.  Wefey\  fuperior  Tower. 
'Tis  a  lucky  Incident  too,  that  thefe  "  Two 
very  Perfons,  who   lived   at  a   Diftance,'" 
fhould  happen  at  that  Nick  of  Time  to  be 
in  Company  with  Mr.  We/ley ;  and  there  on 
a  fudden  fall  into  their  diabolical  Fits.  And 
it  may  be  thought  he  was  fom.ething  de- 
fedive  in  'Tower,  or  Charity,  for  not  pray- 
ing to  God,  or  commanding  Satan  to  tor- 
ment no  Body  befides  -,  inftead  of  permitting 
them   to   infli^  his  Tortures    on   others. 

But 
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But  perhaps  It  might  more  efFediuallv  ad- 
vance the  Exorcijl's  Honour^  in  multiplying 
Cures  by  his  Interccjjion. 

But,  without    confidering    the   Cafe   in 
this  View,  I  (hall  barely   relate  fome  ^a- 
ralleh  of  Satan  s  flipping  out  of  one  ^erfon 
into  another^   from  Hiftories  of  People  be- 
witched^ and  Topiflo  Exorcif?ns.     "  A  Wo- 
jnan  pojjeffed    by    an    unclean    Spirit    was 
brought  to  the  Triefl  to  be  exorcifed ;  and 
the  Devil  fpoke  out  of  her  Mouth,    *  If 
I  am  ejedcd  from  her^  I  will  inilantly  enter 
into  another  Perfon,'  naming  one  Othniar, 
But  he  could  not^  becaufe  the  Triefl  fent  to 
Othmar  to  arm  himfeif  by  ''Penitence  and 
Confefliony    [Should  not  Mr.  Wefley  have 
given  this  Caution  f  ]  Mabill.  AB,  Be?jediB, 
ab  Ann.   800.  Part  2d.    pag.  4.      Again, 
Ibid.  pag.   62,    "    Another    fVo?nan    was 
brought  to  St.  Probus  to  be  exorcifed,  and 
the    Devil    faid,    *   I    am    ejed:ed    hence 
by  the  Word  of  the  Lord,   and  the  Merits 
of  his  Sai??t :  But,  before  you  get  to  F^f ef- 
fort, I  will  plague  you  again,  and   again* 
Accordingly  he  entered  into  another  Siftery 
and  into  a  Third,  and  tormented  them  in 
a  terrible  Manner.     But  they  v/ere  reftored 
to  perfecf  Soiindnefs.'"    Ibid.  p.  62. 

We  read  of  fuch  a  skipping  Devil  exor- 
cifed by  St.  Malachias ;  "for  being  driven     yj^^^ 
out  of  one  Woman,  immediately  he  jumps  Maiach. 
into  another;  driven  out  of  her,   he  flies ^^f*-^' 

back 
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back  again  into  the  firft  Woman ;  and  fo 
fhifts  often  backward  and  forward,  till  at 
length  he  is  commanded  to  polTefs  nei- 
ther of  them,  nor  any  other  Perfon ;  the 
Saint  not  bearing  any  longer  to  be  thus 
illuded." 

§.13.  The  Dcemomacs  among  the  Me- 
thodifts  are  flill  carrying  us  on  into  farther 
Speculaticn ;    arifing    from   the    following 
Wefley   Inflance.     [No.   8.]     "I  met,  fays   Mr. 
+  J°"^"-  Wejley,  v/ith  a  furprizing  Inftance  of  the 
^^*     '   Power  of  the  De-vil.     Mrs.  J — s  took  the 
Bible^  and  read ;  but  on  a  fudden  threw  it 
away,  faying,  '  I  am  good  enough,    I  will 
never  read,  or  pray  more. —  I  ufed  to  think 
I   was  full   of  Sin,    and   finned  in  every 
Thing  I  did.     But  now   I  know   better. 
I  never  did  any  Harm  in  my  Life,  ^cJ — 
She  fpoke  many  Things  to  the  fame  Ef- 
fect ;    plainly  fliewing,  that   the  Spirit  of 
Fride^    and  of  LieSy    had    full   Dominion 
over  her.  —  And  yet  fhe  was  in  the  moft 
violent   Agony,    both  of  Mind  and   Body. 
Upon  our  beginning  to  pray,    (he    raged 
beyond  Meafure,    but   foon  funk  down  as 
dead.     In  a  few  Minutes  (lie  revived,  and 
joined  in  Prayer.     We  left  her  for  the  pre- 
fent  in  Peace." 

Such  are  the  Tendency  and  Effe^s  of 
Methodifiical  Spiritual  Pride  from  the  Doc- 
trine of  Perfeilion.  But  he  goes  on.     "  All 

the 
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the  next  Day  fhe  was  in  a  "violent  Agony ; 
till  ftarting   up  in  the  Evening,   fhe  faid, 

*  Now  they  have  done.  They  have  jtiji 
done.  C —  prayed,  and  Humphreys  preached. 
(And  indeed  fo  they  did.)  And  they  are 
coming  hither  as  faft  as  they  can.*  Quickly 
after  they  came  in.  She  immediately  cried 
out,  *  Why,  what  do  you  come  for  ? 
You  can't  pray  :  You  know  you  can't.' 
And  they  could  not  open  their  Mouths ;  fo 
that  after  a  Ihort  time  they  were  con- 
flrained  to  leave  her  as  jQie  was. 

Many  came  to  fee  her  on  Tuefday ;  to 
en)ery  one  of  whom  flie  fpoke  concerning 
either  their  aBual,  or  their  Heart  Si?is  5 
and  that  fo  clofely,  that  feveral  of  them 
went  away  in  more  Hafte  than  they  came." 
[This,  'tis  to  be  remembered,  happened  in 
Mr.  Wejley%  Abfe?ice.'\  "  In  the  Afternoon 
llie  fent  to  Kingfwood  for  me.     But  faid, 

*  Mr.  Wejley  will  not  come  To-Night.  He 
will  come  in  the  Morning.  But  God  has 
begun,  and  he  will  end  the  Work  by  him- 
Jelf.      Before  Six  in  the  Morning  I    fhall 

be  well.*  And  about  2.  garter  before  Six 
the  next  Morning  the  Peace  of  God  came 
to  her  Soul." 

In  this  Account  (which  I  thought  ne- 
cefi'ary  to  tranfcribe  at  large)  the  three  fol- 
lowing Points  are  cbfcrvable -, —  The  feeing 
Things  done  at  a  Dijiance^ —  the  Knowledge 
of  the  Secrets  of  the  Heart, — and  Utterance 

of 
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of  Prophecies^ —  all  by  a  Woman  poj/effed  by 
the  Devil. 

But  previoufly  I  would  take  notice  of  an 
odd  Sort  of  Circumftance,  wherein  this 
Knowledge  of  the  Heart  confifted.  When 
fome  Mcthodijis  came  to  viiit  Mrs.  J — j, 
you  obferve,  flie  immediately  cries  out, 
"  What  do  yen  come  for  ?  You  can't 
pray :  You  k720w  you  can't."  This  Mr. 
Wcjley  fays  was  true,  for  "  they  could 
not  open  their  Mouths;  and  were  con-- 
firained  to  leave  her  as  (he  was."  But  here 
is  the  Difference  between  the  Principal^ 
and  his  hifcricrs,  Mr.  Wejley  at  this  time 
was  abfent.  But  when  the  Devil  taunted 
Mr.  Wefley  himfelfy  as  wanting  Faith,  and 
unable  to  pray^  he  prefently  (liewed  that 
he  coiddj  as  in  the  preceding  Number. 

For  a  Ccmparijon,  I  do  not  remember  at 

prefent  more  than  two  of  this  odd  kind. 

Martyr,  one  happened  among  the  Francifcans.  "  At 

urtf.'  *^^  Funeral  of  St.  Adas,  the  De  Profundis 

being  fet,  none  of  the  Company,  with  their 

many  and  utmoft  Attempts,   could  pojjibly 

utter  the  Words'' — The  other  is  the  Con- 

fefTion  of  a  Perfon  fuppofed  to  be  bewitched. 

Vol.  11.  (in  the   Hijlory   of  Witchcraft ) :  "  Ag?ies 

V.  122.  2<[afmith  frequently  told  the  Mifiijier,   that 

their  Hearts  and  Tongues  were  boiind  up  in 

fuch  a  manner,  that  they  could  not  exprefs 

what  they  would  :  —  upon  attempting  to 

fpeak,  their  Mouths  feemed  to  be  contraB^ 
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cd  y — Hie  could  not  exprefs  ojie  Wo?-d^  even 
when  on  her  K?iees  for  the  Girl's  Reco- 
'very.'' 

^htjirji  Point,  that  of  feeing  and  knoiso-  see  No.  3, 
ing  Perjons  and  Ithings  at  a  Dijiance^  may 
be   pafTed  over ;    as  we  have   fpoke   of  it 
before,  and  will  fill  in  our  Way  attain. 

The  fecond  is  the  Knowledge  of  the  Se- 
crets of  the  Heart.  And  of  this  I  have 
fpoken  too  already  ;  at  lead  as  far  as  it  con- 
cerned the  Prificipals,  whether  Methodijlsy 
or  Papifis :  And  fliall  now  confider  this 
fupernatiiral  Gift^  as  communicated  to  thofe 
of  lower  Rank.  There  can't  be  a  plainer 
and  ftronger  Inflance  than  this  before  us  j 
"  the  Woman  in  her  Fits^  or  rather  com- 
ing out  of  them,  fpoke  fo  clofely  to  her 
VifitorSy  not  only  concerning  their  aBual 
Sins,  fuch  as  they  had  in  fa6t  committed -y 
but  their  very  Heart  Sins,  fuch  as  had  only 
rifen  in  their  'Thoughts ;  that  thereby  (lie 
puts  many  of  them  to  Shame,  and  makes 
them  run  haftily  away." 

"Were  I  difpofed  to  make  a  Trife  of 
this,  I  might  fay,  that  one  natural  Way  of 
knowing  the  Hearts  of  each  other  might 
proceed  from  their  conftant  Cuftom  of 
mutual  Confefions  in  the  moft  ininute  Cir- 
cumftances  and  Temptations,  and  Anfwers 
to  the  mvoil:  fearching  ^lejliom  :  Whereby 
they  come  acquainted  not  only  with  the 
Sins  of  the  "Party  confeJi?2g  j  but  of  thofe 
■  K  who 
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who  have   made  no   Coiifcjjion  ;   but  who 
have  been  guilty  of  Sins  in  Company  with 
thole  who  ha'^ce  confejjed,   &c.    And  fo  by 
one  out  of  bis  Senfes,  in  a  wild  Fit^  all  is  be- 
trayed ;   and  the  confcious  Parties  2iXQ.fiamcd 
and    difgraced.       This  happened    in    Mr. 
Wcjley%  Ab fence ;  who,   had  he  been  there, 
might  have   prevented  the  Scandal  %    and 
have  given  the  Matter  a  better  Turn,  by 
fliewing  it  to  be  an  Artifice  of  SafaUy  in 
order  to  calumniate  the  Society  of  innocent 
hambs.      For  Popijh  T>cemonologifis  teach. 
Mall.     "  that  'tis  one  Trick  of  the  Devi  I y  to  make 
Tom^  4.  ^^^^  ■^'^.OW^'^  ^^^^  impure  and  criminal  Stories 
pag.  1 8.    of  the    By-Jlatidersy    on   purpofe   to   raife 
Scandal;  and  to  terrify  them  fo  that  they 
fnay  run  off',  and  take  no  more  Care  of  the 
'Patient.^'     And  fo  it  happened  here. 

The  Caufe  of  thus  knowing  the  Heart, 

and  revealing  Secrets,  (which  fome   have 

afcribed  to  Difemper,   or  other  Secrets  of 

L^^^'^^'^fg^.  AWz/rt'^    the   fame    Dt^moiiologifts   impute 

pag.  123.  direcftly  to  the  Operation  of  Satan ;  as  what 

Damon,   diftinguilheth   Dcvmon's  Agency  frcm  Hu- 

P-  44-1U  man  ;   and   PoJJefjion  from   Difeafe.     Thus 

"  A  Girl  in  a  Monafery,  being  deeply  in 

LiOve,  but  difappointed  by  the  Unfaithful- 

wier.    nefs  of  her  Lover,  run  mad:  The  Devil 

Praeiug.   entered  into  her,  and  difcovered  to  her  all 

L.Xc.i's.the  Secrets  of  the  Man,  his  private  Dlf- 

courfes  with  his  new  Mijlrefs-,  which  made 

Jier  ready  to  hang  hei'Jelf     I3ut,  however, 

this 
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this    was    imputed  to   Melancholy  fur  her 
Difappointment." 

Popifi  Taralleh  are  exceeding  numerous. 
To   mention   a   few.      "  By   virtue   of  a  Conform. 
wonderful  Light  from  St.  Francis^  his  Z)//^^°^- '39» 
cipki  faw  one  another's  Minds  as  clearly  as 
their   Bodies  j  each   one's   Confcience  being 
naked  to  another."  —  "  P/j.  JSleriiis  could  Ribaden. 
diflinguifh  Sinners  by  the  Smell;  could  tell^^y  2^- 
his  Penitents  their  particular  Maladies,  and 
of  his  own  accord  detedl  their  fever al  Vices,'' 
—  Laurent.  Afianias  fays,  "  I  faw   with  De  Natur. 
my  own   Eyes   a   certain  pojj'ejj'ed  JVoman^  Dx-mon. 
who  was  fo  petulant^  that   ^q  could  fee^^-'^^' ^^^^ 
nobody,    whom   {he    would    not   upbraid 
with   their  mod:  hidden  ignominious  IVork- 
ings ;  from  whence  no  fmall  Sujpicions  and 
Defamations  ar  o  fe . " 

The  third  Point  obfervable  was,  the  Ut- 
terance of  Prophecies  by  our  Methodifis ;  or 
their   foretelling   Things   to   come.      The 
Pretenfions    of   Mr.     Whitefield    and    Mr. 
Wefley  to  the  Prophetic  Faculty^  (when,  I 
take  for  granted,  they  would  not  be  thought  , 
Da^noniacs)  have  been  related  before.  Fiere 
we  have  an  Inftance  of  a  Wo7nan  prophesy- 
ing under  a  PoJJ'eJJion.     *'  Mr.  Wefley  will  Emhuf. 
not  come  to  Ni^ht :  he  will  come  in  the  ^^^^  2d. 
Morning. — God  will  end  the  Work  h  him-^' ' 
felf.     Before  Six  in  the  Morning  I  fliall  be 
well."     Whether  the  Woman  herfelf  fpcaks, 
or  the  Dczmon  through  her  Organs^  is  not 
K  2  certain. 
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Thefaiir.   certain.     But  we  are  afifured,  "  the  Devil 

^^b±o.^  is  Co  crafty,  that  fometimes  he  permits  the 

PoU'ejJ'ed  to  fhevv  Signs  of  Devotion  j    and 

the   Wicked  One    himfelf  will   utter  pious 

Things,   to  perfuade  the  Exorciji  that  he  is 

Thyr.    departed  : — And,  on  occafion,  he  will  go  out 

smon.  ^^  j^jg  ^^^^  accord,  before  the  Sai7it  comes, 

to  avoid  the  Dijgrace  of  being  expelled.'' 

Wefley        We  have  fuch  another  Fr edition  ;  "  A 

^  "^s^Tc  Woman^  who  dropt  down,    ftruck  as  was 

fuppofed  with  Death, — declares  and  knows, 

{lie    lliould    not  die^    but   live."  —  And, 

"  Anne  Coky    when  dying,    declares,    *  I 

know   my   Saviour  will   rejlore  me  foon.' 

And  he  did,  in  a  few  Hours,  to  Paradife,'* 

This   is  a  truly  Oracular  Prophecy,  which 

w'ould  be  verified  either  by  Life  or  Death, 

Had  fhe  furvived,  what  a  Miracle  I  She 

dieth,  and  'tis  the  fame. 

In  fuch  a  Cafe,  "  One  Stephen  Bartolus 
being  defperately  ill,  St.  IgJiatim  after  go- 
ing to  Mafs  declareth,  *  Stephen  fliall  not 
die  at  this  Time."  —  On  the  contrary. 
Solid.  *f  when  a  Cartefian  in  a  dying  and  de- 
jntrod.  ^P^^r^"g  Condition  fent  to  that  good  Soul 
Mrs.  Bourignon  to  pray  for  him,  promif- 
ing  to  turn  wholly  to  Gody  if  he  recovered; 
ilie  pronounceth  (with  a  double  Prophecy) 
*■  He  fliall  not  recover,  but  he  Jloall  die-, 
for  if  he  did  recover,  he  would  fall  deeper 
into  that  pernicious  Error,'\ 

If 
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If  we  look  into  Popi/Jo  Authors^    par- 
ticularly  concerning   their   Exorcif?ns^    we 
generally  find  thefe  three  Faculties^  (feeing 
diftant  Things,  knowing    the  Heart,  and 
foretelling  future  Events)  in  one  and  the 
fame  Perfon,  either  under  a  ^offejjion,  or  an 
EcJJacy  j  and  afcribed  likewife  to  Satan,  as 
the  efficient  Caufe.     "  When  you  hear  ig-Thefsur. 
rorant  and  illiterate  People  interpret  diffi-^-^o^^^''™- 
cult  Points,  difcover  the  Secrets  and   Sins^'    ^^' 
of  others,    or  fing  with  a  mufical   Voice, 
foretell  Events,  &c.  this  is  an  undoubted 
Sign  of  a  diabolical  Prefence.  —  The  Re-    Thyr. 
velation  of  Secrets,  and  Prophefying,  evi-^^^-^l^^^^' 
dently  difiinguifi  Demons  from  Men  y  be-  '     ^" 
caufe  DcSfnom  may  know,    Men  cannot." 
— Above  all,  the  Authority  of  the  Romip 
Ritual  determineth,  "  that  a  Dcemo7iiac  is      Dc 
to  be  diftinguiflied  from  one  troubled  with  E'^°''^''- 
the    black  Bile^  or  other  Dijiemper,  by  bis 
difco'ceri7jg  dijiant  and  occidt  Things'' 

And  yet,  when  they  have  a  mind  to 
make  a  Saint,  the  Troof  is  brought  from 
thefe  very  extraordinary  Gifts.  Thus  Ri- 
hadeneira,  in  his  Biblioth.  Soc.  fefu^  extols 
**  facob  Rhem,  becaufe  he  was  often  en-Pag.  sio/ 
dowed  with  a  Prophetic  Light,  declared 
openly  Things  future.  Things  at  a  Dillance, 
and  other  wife  fecret,  with  infallible  Vera- 
city. —  f(f.  Anchieta  knew  Things  abfent,  P.  28 i, 
diftant,  and  future  ;  and  foretold  them  as 
dlftiudlv,  as  if  his  Mind  ivas  the  Refc^ing- 

Glafs 
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Spirits,  caft  out  Devils^  cured  the  Dif- 
eafed,  foretold  various  Things  in  Futurity, 
and  told  of  Things  at  a  Diftance."  And, 
I  believe,  there  are  an  hundred  Inftances  of 
this  Nature  in  that  Book.  And  there  are 
perhaps  as  many  in  honour  of  the  Fran- 
cijcain  in  the  Francifcan  Martyrology\  and 
the  famous  Book  of  Conjormities  between 
Chrifi  and  St.  Francis. 

But  the  moft  irrefragable  T^eflifnonies  are 
in  the  Roman  Breviary ;  where,  on  the 
Fejlivah  of  divers  Saints^  all  thefe  wonder- 
ful Gifts  are  related  :  mofl  of  them  too 
were  canonized.  As  of  St.  Xavier,  St. 
Frances  of  Rome,  Ph.  Nerius,  Alcantara, 
Ignatius^  Francis^  Anthony,  Romualdus,  Ca- 
tharine of  Sienna,  &c.  Many  of  them  fore- 
knew particularly  the  Time  of  their  Death. 

Thus,  by  an  unaccountable  Infatuation, 
favourite  Saifits  are  beatified  and  caitonized^ 
on  the  very  y^?;;;^  Account,  for  which  others 
are  pronounced  to  be  under  a  diabolical 
Pojeffion. 

But,  after  all,  'tis  pofiible  thefe  Wonders 
may,  in  a  good  Meafure,  be  accounted  for 
Irom  Diflemper,  a  Difturbance  of  Brain, 
Alienation  of  the  Reafon  and  the  Se?ifes ; 
fome  Dijorder  of  Mind  or  Body.  For  that 
Perfons  afflidied  with  natural  Difiempers 
have  frequently,  In  an  Entbufiajlk  Man- 
ner, uttered  Prophecies,  and  revealed  Se- 
crets ; 
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crets ;  and  when  they  were  cured  by  ;;^- 
tiiral  Means  J  the  Gift  of  Divination  quite 
left  them,  together  with  i\\Q  Ilhicfs  ;  —  I 
could  prove  from  Authorities  of  Phyjicians^ 
ancient  and  modern.  Nor  is  it  an  incre- 
dible Thing  to  me^  as  being  attefted  by 
Hijlory^  and  known  in  fadt  to  be  true, 
that  thole,  who  have  litUe  or  no  Ufe  of  their 
Reafon  ai^d  S,enjes^  fhould  utter  Predictions^ 
and  reveal  Secrets  :  As  for  Inftance,  Mad- 
men.  Idiots,  Epileptics,  Ecjiatics,  &c. 

Nor,  again,  is  there  any  Room  to  doubt, 
but  that  wicked  Men  and  Seducers  have 
fometimes  uttered  Things  prophetically^ 
which  came  to  pafs  And  we  know,  that 
in  the  latter  Days  Daemons  fhould  be  the 
Authors  of  many  furprizing  Things,  feem- 
ingly  at  leafl:  miraculous -y  God  permitting 
Satan  to  work  upon  the  AfFe(5lions  of 
falfe  Prophets,  and  evil  Men. 

§.  14.  We  have  not  yet  done  with  the  4  Joutn. 
Dce)7ioniacs.  For  [No.  8.1  Mr,  //^>/7q'P-37.  38- 
mentions  "  a  Spirit  of  Laughter  coming 
upon  hi?nfelf.  Brother,  and  jeveral  others ; 
which  they  could  not  pofTibly  help,  and 
which  he  imputeth  to  their  being  buffeted 
by  Satan.''  To  what  I  faid  of  this  before, 
[Enthuf.  Part  2d.  pag.  y^]  I  now  add, 
that  if  it  really  proceeds  from  Satan,  he 
worked  in  the  fime  Manner  long  before 
the  Time  of  the  Go/pel:  This  being  the 

fame 
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Dr.  James  fame  as  what  the  ^indents  calkd  the  "  Sar- 
s  d"  ius.  ^^^^^^^^  Laughter  -,  convulUve  and  involun- 
taiy,  and  a  Sort  of  Madnefs :  which  Dif- 
order  hath  pafTed  into  a  Proverb  (Sardo- 
Tms  rifus^  fignifying  2.  forced  Laugh)  and 
to  be  aired  in  the  fame  Manner  as  Con- 
vulfiojis.'''  "  One  of  them,  fays  Mr,  Wejley, 
was  fo  torn  of  the  Rml  One^  that  fome times 
Ihe  laughed  J  till  almoft  flrangled ;  then 
broke  out  into  Curfing  and  Blafpheming ; 
thtn  Jiamped^  and  ftruggled  with  incredible 
Vol.  I.  Strength."  —  The  Hiftory  of  Witchcraft 
pag.  50.  mentions  fuch  another  Cafe,  where  "  Mr. 
ThrogmortorC^  Children  are  raging  and  con- 
vulfed,  as  if  ready  to  be  torn  to  Pieces  -, 
— then  of  a  fudden  they  carit  help  laugh- 

An.  1672.^'^^*'*  —  ^^  ^^  Asia  Germanica  we  have  a 
Obf.  304.  Chapter  on  involuiitary  Laughter  ;  with 
mention  of  divers  Women  obnoxious  to  it 
from  Hy ft  erics.  And  Sennertus  imputeth 
it  to  HyJiericSj  Convulfiofis,  and  fometimes 
\6  Frenzy  and  Alienation  of  Mind.  — Give 
me  leave  to  add  a  PaJflage  from  Mr. 
Turner'^  Hiftory  of  remarkable  Providefices. 
;(Part.  2.  Ch.  36.)  "  Platerus  fpeaks  of 
Jome,  particularly  an  Abbot,  who  was 
■/prced  involuntai-ily  to  laugh,  and  tofs  him-^ 
i^lf  a,bout,  to  the  utter  fpending  of  his 
^Strength.  Which  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
Story  related  by  H.  Stephens  (in  his  World 
cf  Wonders )  of  a  Man,  who  being  at 
Church,  and  feeing  a  Woman  fall  down 

off 
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off  her  Seat  while  flie  was  lleeplng,  fell 
into  fo  great  a  Fit  of  Laughter,  that  he 
continued    three   Days  and    three   Nights 


without  giving  over." 


§•  15*  [No.  9.]  To  the  former  Sign  of 
diabolical  Pofjefjion  we  may  fubjoin  an  iin- 
ufiial  and  unnatural  Voice '^  —  Singifig^  and 
that  in  a  very  fnclodious  Manner ;  and  de- 
livering out  holy  Things. 

"  One  fpeaks  in  a  Tone  not  to  be  ex-  WeHey 
preJJ'ed'y — we  continued  in  Prayer,  when  ^  J*''*''"" 
another's  Voice  was  alfo  changed.  -— ^  She 
cried  out,  *  Give  me  the  Book,  and  I 
will  fing.'  She  began  giving  out  Line  by 
Line,  but  with  fuch  an  Accent  as  Art  could 
ncjer  reach^ 

Why  do  thefe  Cares  my  Soid  divide  ? 
Heavily  moves  my  damned  Soid. — 

Here  we  were  obliged  to  interrupt  her.'* 

In  Conformity  hereto,  JVierus  having  Prajfiig. 
defcribed  the  Agonies  and  Copivid/i'ons,  &c.  P-  425 
of  one  thought  to  be  in  an  epileptic  Fit, 
addeth,  "  that  at  length  the  Devil  was 
found  out  to  be  the  Author,  betraying 
himfelf  by  the  PolTefled  fpeaking  with  an 
unufual  Voice  and  Words'' — 

Thyrceus  gives    the  following  Inftance: 
**  While  St.  Norbert   was    preaching   the-OxmoT) 
Word  of  God ^   and    eaorcifrng  a  Girl  thatp^s-^S- 
L  was 
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was  brought  before  him ;  the  Devil,  de- 
riding him,  delivered  out  through  the  Girl's 
Mouth     the   Book  of  Canticles    from   the 
Beginning  to  the  End  j  fpeaking  it  Word 
for  Jfordy  firfb  in  the  Latin^  and  then  in- 
terpreting it  in  the  German  Language.'' — 
Book  vr.      ;^i-,  Mather  (in  his  Hiflory  before  cited) 
'^'  ' '  takes   notice  of  the  Alteration  of  Voice  in 
fome   Children    bewitched;  —  the    Devil 
throwing   one   on    the   Floor,    where  fhe 
would  whijlle  and  fmg  ;  —  fometimes  laid 
for  dead,  wholly  breathlefs  and  fenfelefs  j 
—  fometimes  yeUing,  kicking  and  flrikingi 
again   faying,    fhe   was    dyi?jgy    and    then 
paraphra/ing   on    the   thirty -firfi   Pfalm    in 
Strains  that  were  quite  amazing  ;   and  ut- 
MalL     tering  many  Prophecies." — "  Some,  when 
Tom.  i.    poffeffed,  Jing  mifically,  and   reveal  what 
P  227.     they  could  not  naturally  know  j  fometimes 
T^'ix   '^h'^'-y   ^^"^    quite   Jliipid    and    infenfate.  — 
Tnefaur.  Singing  mufically,  Prophefying,  and  Doing 
Exorcii.    other  fupernatural  Things,  are  Signs  of  a 
lo'^o.  '    Dc?moniac.  —   Thefe   fweet,    tuneful  and 
melodious  Warblings  manifeftly  prove  a  Per- 
fon  poffejfed." — 
De  Mania      Phyficians  often  obferve  thefe  Symptoms, 
^^^"  **  to  be  the  Effeft  of  Madnefs.     Particularly 
Sennertus  relates  divers  Cafes,  where  Per- 
fons  under  this  Calamity  have  talked  Latin^ 
fung  Hymns,   difcourfed  well,  ^c.   none  of 
which  they  couid  do  in  their  Senfes. 

§.  16. 
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§.  1 6.  [No.  10.]  One  more  Cafe  of  a 
T>cemoniac  I  fliall  tranfcribe,  pretty  largely, 
as  attended  with  fevcral  remarkable  Cir- 
cumftances.     "  At  Stratford  upon  Avo??^ 

—  Mrs.  K had  been  for  many  Weeks 

in  a  Way  that  720  body  could  underjiand-,  flie 
had  fent  for  a  Minijier  j  but  almoft  as  foon 
as  he  came,  (he  began  roaring  in  fuch  a 
Manner  ( her  Tongue  at  the  Himc  time 
hanging  out  of  her  Mouth,  and  her  Face 
dijlorted  into  the  moft  terrible  Form)  that 
Ihe  cried  out,  *  It  is  the  Devil,  doubtlefs ! 
It  is  the  Devil.'  And  immediately  went 
away.  —  I  asked,  '  What  good  do  ycu 
think  I   can  do?'     One  anfvvered,   '   We 

cannot  tell.'     But  Mrs.  K earneftly 

defired  you  might  come,  —  faying,  that 
(he  had  feen  you  in  a  Dream,  a?2d  j7mild 
know  you  immediately.     But  the  Dd-T'// faid, 

*  I  will  tear  thy  Throat  out  before  lie 
comes/     But  afterwards  his  Words  were, 

*  If  he  does  come,  I  will  let  thee  be  quiet; 
and  thou  flialt  be  as  if  nothing  ailed  thee 
till  he  is  gone  away.'     [Mr.  Wefley  fays, 

*  I  juft  relate  what  was  fpoken  to  me, 
without  paffing  any  Judgment  upon  it/ 
Though    he    fneeringly  refledts  upon   the 

*  Vuphilofophical  Minijier -y  and  adds  after- 
wards, *  a  ftrange  Sort  of  Mudnefs  this !' — 
He  then  proceeds.]  *  I  walked  over  about 
Noon ;  But  when  we  came  to  the  Houfe, 

L  2  Ide- 
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I  dellred  all  thofe  that  were  with  me  to 
flay  below.  One  Viewing  me  the  Way, 
I  went  up  ftrait  into  the  Room.  As  foon 
as  I  came  to  the  Bed  fide,  (lie  fixt  her 
EyeSj  and  faid,  *  You  are  Mr.  Wejley.  I 
am  Very  Well  now,  I  thank  God.  No- 
thing ails  me  now :  only  I  am  weak.'  I 
called  them  up,  and  we  began  to  fing  :  — 
After  finging  a  Verfe  or  two,  we  kneeled 
down  to  Prayer.  I  had  but  juft  begun, 
(my  Eyes  being  iliut)  when  I  felt  as  if  I 
had  been  plunged  into  cold  Water,  And 
immediately  there  was  fuch  a  Roar,  that 
my  Voice  was  quite  drowned  j  tho*  I 
fpoke  as  loud  as  I  ufually  do,  when  I 
fpeak  to  three  or  four  thoufand  People. 
However  I  pray'd  on.  She  was  then 
reared  in  the  Bed,  her  whole  Body  mov- 
ing at  once,  juft  as  if  it  were  a  Piece  of 
Stone.  Immediately  after  it  was  writhed 
into  all  kind  of  Poftures ;  the  fame  horrid 
Yell  continuing  ftill.  But  we  left  her  not 
till  all  the  Sy?}7pt07?is  ceafed,  and  ihe  was 
(for  the  prejmt  at  leaft)  rejoicing  and  praif- 
ing  Godr 

That  I  may  not  too  often  omit  fuch. 
Circumftances  as  tend  to  the  Glory  of  Mr. 
IVeJlay,  emulating  that  of  his  Familiar,  St, 
Ignatius  j  I  ihould  take  fome  Notice  how 
carefully  he  relates  the  Woman's  "  Dream, 
in  which  fhe  faw  Mr.  Wejley,  and  fhould 
know  him  immediately.'*     To  prevent  all 

Fallacy, 
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Fallacy,  and  fhew  that  all  was  fair,  **  he 
went  up  into  the  Room  by  himfelf,  and 
Ihe  immediately  cries  out,  *  You  are  Mr. 
Wejley:' 

Not  to  fay,  how  eafy  it  was  to  guefs 
it  was  Mr.  Wejley,  by  the  ExpeBation  of 
his  coming,  or  fome  previous  Defer iption 
of  him  J  it  was  proper  fome  divine  No- 
tice fhould  be  given  of  fuch  a  powerful 
Man  ;  that  he  fhould  go  alone  into  her 
Chamber,  to  prove  it  true ;  even  though 
contrary  to  his  authoritative  Dired:ions, 
"  that  above  all  Things  the  Exorcijl  muft  Compl. 
beware  of  vifiting  any  Perfon  polTeffed  ^"- ^^* 
alone^  and  without  fome  Company ,  efpc- 
cially  a  Woman.'' 

The  fame  Honour  had  that  other  great  Bartol. 
Man^  St.  Ignatius :  For  *'  a  Woman  in  a 
delirious  Fever,  and  at  the  Point  of  Death, 
faw  in  a  Dream  a  venerable  Perfon,  of  the 
Jefuit*s  Society,  as  (he  conjectured  by  a 
Relick  of  his  Garment :  The  Relick  of  St. 
Ignatius^  Garment  was  brought  j  and  fhc 
inftantly  crieth  out,  *  I  am  found  j  I  am 
well.'  A  Pi5lure  of  Ignatius  being  then 
{hewn  to  her,  flie  knew  it  was  the  fame, 
whom  fhe  had  {^^n  in  her  Sleep.  And 
(he  had  him  in  Veneration  all  her  Life. — 

"  That  famous  Miracle-Monger,  John  deNov.Lc' 
Bridlyngton,  and  fingular  Secretary  of  Ce- 1^"^* 
leftial  Myfteries,  was  equally  honoured  by  ° '  ^^^' 
*  five  Mariners,  who  in  a  Tempeft  at  Sea 

faw 
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faw  a  Vifion  of  a  venerable  Perfon  denver^ 
ing  them  from  their  Diftrefs :  and  after- 
wards going  into  a  Monajiery^  they  faw 
Jobiy  and  knew  him  to  be  the  Man  that 
appeared  to  them  in  Vifion'' 

The  Devil^  ill  terrible  Fright  at  Mr. 
Wejley%  being  fent  for,  threateneth  cru- 
elly 3  "  I  will  tear  thy  Throat  out  before 
he  comes."  But  afterwards  he  grows 
cooler  and  cunninger :  "  And  then  his 
Words  were,  If  he  does  come,  I  will  let 
thee  be  quiet ;  and  thou  fhalt  be  as  if  no- 
thing ailed  thee,  till  he  is  gone." 

A  common   Clergyman   he    had   put  to 
Flight ',  but  defpairing  of  ferving  our  Hera 
fo,  he  recurs  to  his  Artifices ;    and,   per- 
haps to  avoid  the  Difgrace  of  being  ejedl- 
ed,    walks    off,    and    owns    Mr.   JVefiey'% 
Power. — Such  an  Account  we  have  in  the 
Story  of  the  Devil  of  Mafcon ;  who  would 
fometimes   tell  the  Exorcifi,    "  while  you 
pray,  I   will  go  and  take  a  Turn  in  the 
Street." 
Thyr.        Thus  the  Papifis  tell  us  "  Satan  boaft- 
tocJnfeft.gj^^    I  will  not  be  ejeded  by  thofe  litde 
112.  ^'    Fellows,    Syruks  and    Bernardulus.  "   — 
Again  5  A  Woman's  Daughter  being  pof- 
feffed,  fhe  had  a  Vifion  of  the  Perfon  who 
was  to  cure  her :    What  fhouid  flie  do  ? 
Away  fhe  flies  to   the  Monafiery,    to  find 
out  the  Man.     The  PrcefeSf  of  the  Mo- 
nailery  comes  out;  he  was  not  the  Man: 

till 
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till  at  length  Sabinus  coming^  out,  flie 
inftantly  knew  his  Face,  and  the  Devil 
left  her  Daughter/'  —  **  The  Devils  have 
often  confelTed,  that  they  would  not  be 
ejc(Sted  but  by  feme  excellent  Perfon. 
When  feveral  had  tried  in  vain' to  drive  a 
Dcemon  out  of  one  Ethelery  he  declared, 
I  will  be  expelled  by  nobody  except  St, 
Swiberty  the  Apofile  of  the  Saxons,  —  Ano- 
ther Dcemon  faid,  *  I  will  not  go  out,  un- 
lefs  the  Archdeacon  of  Lyons  will  come  him- 
felf,  and  ejedl  me  out  this  VcJJ'ely  of  which 
I  have  Poffeffion." 

The  Devil's  Promife,  however,  of  "  let- 
ting the  Woman  be  quiet,  till  Mr.  Wefley 
was  gone,  as  if  nothing  ailed   her  3"  and 
her  faying,  when  he  came,  "  that  flie  was 
very  well,  and  nothing  ailed  her,"   are  but 
fome  of  the  Droll's  Jly  Tricks,  if  we  may 
believe  the  Pope :  For,  "  among  others  of  Ritual 
the   wicked  Spirifs  Arts   and  Deceptions,  ^oi"- 
they  fometimes  hide  themfelves,  and  leave     ^°^^' 
the  Body  as  it  were  free  from  all  Molefta- 
tion,  that  the  PoJJeJed  may  think  himfelf 
quite  delivered.      But    the   Exorciji  muft 
not  ceafe,  till  he   fees  the   Signs  of  De- 
livery." 

Mr.  Wefley  accordingly  obeys  the  Rule, 
^*  not  leaving    the   Woman    till    all   the 
Symptoms  ceafed  ;  and  fhe  was,  for  the  pre- 
fent  2X  leaft,  rejoicing;" — not ^;;^//)' reliev- 
ed, that  Satan's  Prediction  might  be  ve- 
rified, 
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rified,    of  "  nothing  ailing  her  till  Mr? 
Wejley  was  gone.*' 

'Tis  another  obfervable  Circumftance, 
that  when  the  Woman  "  was  rear'd  in 
the  Bed,  her  whole  Body  moved  at  once, 
not  one  Joint  or  Limb  bending,  juft  as  if  it 
were  a  Piece  of  Sione  j  and  immediately  af- 
ter it  was  writhed  into  all  kind  of  Poftures." 
This  feems  to  be  that  Sort  of  Diftem- 
per,  which  is  called  a  Catalepjis,  of  the 
I5e  Pracft.  convul/ive  kind  j  which  Wierus  defcribeth 

lib  2^/v* "^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  fame  Manner,  and  impu- 
&      teth  to  a  diabolical  Power  -,   and  of  which 

^''' ' •^•" 'he  brings  feveral  Inftances,  efpecially  a- 
mong  fome  Nu72s.  Dr.  yarned  ( in  the 
Words  Catalepfis  and  Spaffnus)  fays  of  fuch, 
**  that  in  the  convuljive  Paroxifm  the  Limbs 
are  furprizingly  agitated,  and  drawn  into 
various  DireBions ;  —  at  other  Times  the 
whole  Body  is  ftifF,  and  immoveable  as  a 
Stone ;  —  the  Limbs  Jixed,  but  eafily  Jlexi^ 
ble : — fometimes  the  Diforder  hath  its  Ori- 
ginal from  Melancholy^  and  is  of  the  Hypo- 
chondriac or  Hyjleric  Kind  -,  —  fometimes 
arifeth  from  a  thick ^  vifcid  and  impure 
Blood -y  fometimes  from  the  Commotions  and 
Pa/Jions  of  the  Mind  ;  profound  Medita- 
tion y  and  Workings  of  the  Imagination. 
And  he  gives  Inftances  of  Perfons  thus 
feized  at  the  Recital  of  certai?i  Words,  or 
linging  of  Pfalms,  &c.  and  fometimes  the 
Diftempcr  is  complicated  with  a  Trance,'' 

The 
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The  Reader  may  there  fee  more  of  this  5 
with  feveral  other  diftempered  Coiividfiom^ 
Difiortio?is,  &c.  into  which  the  Methodijis 
are  fo  often  falling. 

In  this  Cafe  I  obferve,  that  the  Opera^ 
tor  himfelf  catcheth  the  Contagion,  feized 
with  Part  of  the  Tatienfs  Malady.  For 
Mr.  Wejley  fays,  "  that  after  fmging,  he 
had  but  juft  begun  prayings  when  he 
felt  as  if  he  had  been  plunged  into  cold 
Water  r 

Thus   Wierm  tells    us   of   "   a  Witch,    Pj-sft. 
Alice   Katnitz,    who  herfelf  was   afflidied  u^mon. 
with  Part   of  the   Torments,    which  fheP-^°^- 
was    infliding    upon    others.      But    was 
thought  purpofely  to  have  underoone  this 
Evil,    that  llie  might   not  be  thought  to 
have  bewitched  the  reft." 

The  fame  Author  fays  of  one  fuppofed 
to  be  polTefled,  "  that  the  Devil  caufed  a  P.  n^r 
Senfation  in  her  of  a  cold  Humour  diftilling 
from  the  Head  to  the  Back."  —  And  Sin- 
ner tus  (de  Morbis  a  fafcino,  cap.  6.)  men- 
tions one  thought  bewitched,  who  felt  fuch 
a  Chill  all  over  the  Back,  as  if  he 'had 
been  plunged  in  cold  Water." 

Dr.  yames  (uader  Spafmus)  fays,  "  one 
of  the  mofl  confiderable  Signs  of  the  Dif- 
order  is,  a  Senfe  of  Formication,  [  /.  e.  a 
Senfation  like  that  of  the  Creeping  of  AntSy 
Form'iC(€,  on  any  Part]  which  alfo  feizeth 
the  Oi  Coccygis,  and  like  a  cold  Vapour  af- 
M  cends 
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cends  through  the  Spine  of  the  Back  ;  and 
the  left  Hypochondrium  is  affe<fled,  ^^r." 

But  the  Popijh  Exorcijis  reckon  this  as 
a  certain  Sign  of  a  Perfon's  being  botk 
Mall,    pojjepd  and  bewitched.     For  **  fometimes 
Toin  ^^"    when  the  Damons  enter  into  human  Bodies, 
p.  226,    it  feems  as  if  a  VefTel  of  the  coldeji  Water 
^^^-        ran  about  their  Backs,  which  fpreadeth  it- 
felf  over  the  whole  Body,    from  Head  to 
Foot. — Some  feel  a  very  cold  Wind  defcend 
through  the  Shoulders  and  Reins :    and  if 
the  Exorcijl  would  put  his  Hand  upon  the 
Head  of  the  PoJJeJjed,  he  feels  a  cold  Thing 
like  Ice  under  his  Hand."     Wieriis  too  tells 
Pr^eftig.  of  "  a  Girl,  whom  the  Devil  fetting  upon 
lib.3.c.i3.|^gg^j^  with  inducing  a  Senfation  as  of  a 
Catarrh^    or  a    cold   Dejluxion,    diftilling 
from  Head  to  Foot." 
Hiftor.        Mr.  Mather  gives  much  the  fame  Ac- 
Chap.  7.   count  of  fome  Children  bewitched  in  New- 
England,  *'  who  would  complain  of  being 
in  a  red-hot  Oven  -,  and   foon  after  would 
complain    of  having   cold    Water   thrown 
Doftr.  5.  upon  them."     "  And  'tis  a  certain  Sign  of 
a  DcemoniaCy  (according  to  Complement.  Ar- 
tis  Exorcijl.)  when  a  fiery,  or  an  icy  Va- 
pour runs  about  the  Body." 

§.  17.  Here  we  may  bring  in  an  In- 
ftance  or  two  of  ftrong  Imagination,  or  De- 
ception  of  the  Se?fes  j  which  Mr.  Wefcy  a- 
fcribcs  to  the  E'-cil  Spirit  \  and  are  probably 

the 
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the  EfFeas  of  Difcafe,  [No.  9.]  "  I  was  Wefioy 
defired  to  meet  one  who  was  ill  of  a ij^^-^^' 
very  uncommon  Diforder.  She  faid,  *  For 
feveral  Years  I  have  heardy  wherever  I  airij 
a  Voice  continually  fpeaking  to  me,  curf- 
ing,  fwearing,  and  blafpheming,  in  the  moft 
horrid  Manner,  and  inciting  me  to  all 
Manner  of  Wickednefs,  I  have  applied 
to  Fhyficiam^  and  taken  all  Sorts  of  Medi- 
cines ^  but  am  never  the  better.'  No,  nor 
ever  will,  till  a  better  Phyfman  than  theie 
bruifes  Sataii  under  her  Feet/' 

The   learned    Dr.    Mead,    fpeaking   of  Medic, 
**  thofe  Perturbations  of  Mind  which  af-Sacr.p.72. 
fedt  melancholy  Perfons  in  wonderful  man- 
ners," fays,    "  I  have  known  tijoo,  who, 
-even    when    alone,   imagined   they   heard 
Voices  of  Perfons  fpeaking  into  their  Ears.** 
And  Dr.   "James  obferves,  that  "  in  fome  Under. 
Depravation  of  the  Organs  of  the  Ear^  or  Auns., 
of   the    Brainy    People    perceive    Sounds, 
which  have  no  Exigence  but  in  the  Imagi- 
nation : —  it  being  a  Matter  of  Indifference, 
whether  the  Fibres  of  the  Nerve  (the  Au- 
ditory) be  agitated  in  the  Brain y  or  in  the 
Ear  :  that  this  happens  in  a  Deliriutny  Ver" 
tigo  J  and  is  a  Forerunner  of  bad  Diftem- 
pers,  an  Epilcpfyy  &c." 

That  this  is  no  new  kind  of  Diforder, 
and  the  Effe6t  too  of  diftempered  Bile,  we 
learn  from  the  happy  Madman  of  jy<?r^ff,  Epift.  2. 
(who  had  the  Story  from  much  ancienter^^^- ^' 
M  2  Writers) 
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Writers)  who  fancied  he  heard  fome  ex- 
cellent tragedians  acfting  their  Parts  on  the 
Stage.  But,  at  length,  was,  to  his  great 
Mortification,  cured  o^\\\?>  fiveet  Deliriiimy 
by  drinking  proper  Dofes  of  Hellebore.  — 
And,  if  It  would  be  kindly  taken,  I  would 
venture  to  reconimend  this  fame  Hellebore 
to  my  Patients  of  the  Order  of  Methodifm. 

Galen  hath  another  Inftance  of  fuch 
"  depraved  Imagination ;  one  who  fan- 
cied a  Company  of  Trwnpcters  were  in 
his  Room,  and  would  be  calling  out  to 
the  Servants  to  turn  them  out  of  Doors 
for  making  fuch  ;^  Noife,  and  breaking 
his  reft."    Differ.  Sympt.  cap.  3. 

Compl.        But  the  Exorciftical  Writers  reckon  "  a- 

Fxorc  niong  the  certain  Signs  of  a  Pojjejhn,  or 
Doa.  V.  Witchcraft,  the  hearing  or  feeing  preterm 
naturally  fuch  flrange  Things.  And  one 
of  them  cured  a  Madman,  who  only 
thought  he  had  the  Evil  Spirit  in  his  right 
Ear,  by  pouring  a  Veffel  of  Holy  Water  in- 
to his  Ear,  and  upon  his  Head,'' 

Praeftig,  Wterus  fays,  "  The  Eiceriions  enter  into 
the  Phantafy,  and  infinuate  Words  either 
of  Perturbation,  or  Pleafure ;  not  indeed 
emitting  any  Voice  by  Pulfation  and  Sounds 
but  injecting  their  Words  without  any 
Noife,  ©*<;."     But  the  fame  Author^  in  the 

P.  229.  Chapter  ''  of  the  depraved  Imagination  of 
melancholy  People,  mentions  a  Fryer  guil- 
ty of  unnatural  ViccSy    who    affirmed   he 

faw 
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faw  another  Perfon,  who  lived  at  many 
Miles  Didance,  and  complained,  that  encrv 
one  he  met  always  made  a  great  Noife  in 
his  Ears  J  and  fent  to  TVierus  for  Advice. 
Some  thought  the  Fault  lay  in  the  Organs 
of  Hearing  ;  but  indeed  his  Mind  was  dij- 
ordcred," 

He  has  another   Inflance  in    "  a  poor  Pr.xftig. 
Countryman,  who   had  vomited  GJafs  <7;;^ Daemon. 
Nails  J  See.  for  fever alTears  J  as  if  bewitch-  ^^^.l] 
ed 'y  of  which   being   cured,    he  yet  after- 
ward always   felt  and  heard  in  his   Belly 
the  Sound  of  a  Bag  oj  broken  Glafs  \   and 
likewife   the    Clock   ftrikingy    and    dillindt 
Strokes    of   the   Hatmner    on    his    Heart. 
What  People  thus  hear  and  fee  is  owing, 
fays  he,  to  the  black  Bile  j  which  happens 
partly  from  the    Diet,    Air,    Sorrow  and 
Fear ;    partly    from    the   Conftitutions  of 
Heaven,    and   partly   in    Agreement    with 
other  delirious  Perfons."       But  afterwards 
he  fays,   "  Who  doth  not  fee  in  the  Man's  P.  ^95. 
Organ  (fitted  on  account  of  his  Simplicity 
to    the   Devil's   Illufions )    the    Operation, 
Trickings  and  Vexations  of  a  Dcemon? 

'Tis  a  common  Complaint  among  Fo-  Thyr^:. 
pifi  Enthiifiajls,  that  the  Devil  enters  into^°'^  ^^' 
iWihtSenfes,  Seeing,  IIearing,TaJli?ig,  Smell-     ' 
ing,  Feelifjg ;  and  they  Ihew  how. 

Accordingly  "  he  was  fo  angry  with  St.  Ribadew, 
Frances  oi  Rome,  for  the  many  Booties  fheP-  21  j 
had  fnatched  from  Hell, —  that  he  was  al- 
ways 
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ways  pkgulng  her, — appearing  In  the  Shape 
of  Men  and  Women  in  filthy  Poftures, 
moft  unbeleeming  Geflures,  and  wanton 
Actions.  And  he  once  played  her  a  mofl 
malicious  Trick,  by  trailing  about  her  Room 
a  rotten  Carcafs  of  a  dead  Man,  which 
made  fuch  an  intolerable  and  lafting  Stench, 
that  {he  had  for  ever  an  Averfion  to  Man." 
Ribadeneira  (ays  the  fame  of  Catharine  of 

Fibaden.   Steivia ',     "  whom    the   Devils    molcfled 

'  ^^'*   with  foul  and  abominable  Imaginations ^  — 

reprefenting  to  her  Eyes  and  Ears  moft  un- 

feemly  Things.    And  flie  was  a  long  Time 

thus  afflidled." 

By  comparing  thefe  Stories  together,  we 
may  juftly  afcribe  the  feveral  Voices,  in- 
ternal and  external,  which  fo  many  Pa- 
pijis  and  Methodifis  hear,  as  well  as  their 
fuppofed  Vifions^  to  the  Force  of  dijiempered 
Fancy  ^,  the  Voices  being  as  it  were  the 
Echoy  and  the  Vifions  the  ReJleSiion,  of  their 
own  Imagination. 
Wefley        In  Analogy  to   this  [No.  lo.]    we  find 

5  |°"''j;-  the  Effedt  of  Mr.  Weflefs  Difcourje  on 
'  Feeling  :  For,  fays  he,  "  It  pleafed  God 
to  make  this  Difcourfe  an  Occafion  of  dil- 
covering  fuch  Wiles  of  Satan,  as  it  never 
entered  into  my  Heart  to  conceive. — Find- 
ing many  had  been  offended  at  the  Ser- 
mon,  —  I  called  them  together,  and  exa- 
mined them  feverally  concerning  their  Ex- 
perienceSy    and    other   Circumjlances.      And 

thus 
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thus  far  I  approved  of  their  'Experiences^  as 
to  their  feeling  the  Working  of  the  Spirit 
of  God^  &c.  But  as  to  what  fome  of 
them  faid  farther,  concerning  "  feeling  the 
Blood  of  Cbriji  running  upon  their  Ar?nSy 
or  going  down  their  Throaty  or  poured 
like  warm  Water  on  their  Breaji,  or  Hearty* 
I  plainly  told  them,  **  the  utmoft  I  could 
allow  was,  that  fome  of  thefe  Circum- 
fiances  might  be  from  God,  (tho'  I  could 
not  affirm  they  were)  working  in  an  un- 
ufual  Manner ;  —  but  that  all  the  rejiy  I 
mufl  believe,  to  be  the  mere  empty  Dreams 
of  an  heated  Imagination." 

However  good  Mr.  Wefley  may  be  at 
his  DifiinBions  j  I  believe  he  would  find  it 
difficult  to  diftinguilli  which  of  thefe  odd 
Circumftances   might  be  from    God,    and 
which  were  all  the  reft,  that  were  the  mere 
empty  Dreams  of  an  heated  Imagination  -, 
and  which   difcovered    fuch  inconceivable 
Wiles  of  Satan.     Here  we  fee  the  manifefl 
Danger  of  running    into   Methodifm,    in 
which    fuch    Fanatical    Superftitions    and 
Diabolical  Dclufions   ftand  CG7feJ]ed.      And 
do  thefe  Evils  flop  here  ?   Hath  not  Mr. 
Wefley  himfelf  related   feveral   of  a  worfe 
kind,  as  Scepticifms,  Infidelity,  and  Atheifm  ? 
And  will  he  perfuade  us,  that  he  hath  dif- 
covered half  of  what  himfelf  knows  ?  And 
is  it  not  evident  what  Dclufi07is  run  through 
the  whole  of  thtwfra^jge  Difpenfation  f 

§•  18. 
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§.  1 8.  Let  us  try  the  Point  in  fome  other 
Wefley  Cafes.  [No.  II.]  "  I  was  both  furprized 
p  ■Ig"'^"'  and  grieved  at  a  genuine  Inftance  of  £«- 
thiifiafm.  y —  B — ,  of  Tanfield- Leigh y 
who  had  received  a  Se?jfe  of  the  Love  of 
God  a  few  Days  before,  came  riding  thro* 
the  Town,  hallowing  and  fliouting,  and 
driving  all  the  People  before  him,  telling 
them,  '  God  had  told  him  he  fliould  be 
a  Kijjg,  and  fhould  tread  all  his  Enemies 
under  his  Feet." 

He  might  have  called  it  an  Inftance  of 
direSl  Madnifs^  as  well  as  of  genuine  En- 
thufiafm  :  but  then  perhaps  an  Efithufla/l^ 
and  a  Madman,  might  have  been  deemed 
the  fame  Thing ;  and  what  would  become 
of  Methodifm  ^ —  But  to  take  the  Fad  as 
here  related  ;  —  We  fee  a  wild  Methodift, 
but  a  few  Days  after  receiving  a  S,enfe  of 
God's  Love,  coming  with  all  the  Claims  of 
Royalty  ;  which  affords  frefli  Proof,  how 
foon  their  fancied  Feelings  and  Imprefjions 
are  apt  to  puff  up  prefumptuoiis  Minds  with 
Pride  and  Vain-Gloj-y  \  as  if  they  were  of 
iijupcrior  Rank,  and  common  Mortals  of  a 
lower  Difpenfation.  Another  Difcovery  of 
the  IViks  of  Satan  among  them.  Thus 
P.  229.  WieriLS  tells  us,  "  I  knew  one  of  this  de- 
praved Imagination,  who  believed  himfelf 
the  Monarch  and  Emperor  of  the  whole 
World  3  and  that  that  Name  belonged  only 

to 
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to  him."      In  fuch  a   mad  Tra?ifport   St. 
Francis  exxlaimed,   "  I  know  that  I  {liall^o^fo^n'' 
be  a  Great  Prince : — I  fliall  be  adored  over  °  '  ^^^' 
all  the  Earth." 

In  t\\Q  Asia  Germanica  we  have  "  fe- An.  1672. 
vera!  Examples  of  fuch  high  Claims  in  Per-  '  ^'' 
fons  grown  mad  out  of  Pride ;  who  ima- 
gined themfelves,  one  a  Count  of  the  Em- 
pirCy  another  King  of  Portugal y  a  third 
a  great  ^een^  a  fourth  Czar  of  Muf 
covyy 

Thefe,  however,  were  innocent  mad 
People^  in  Comparifon  of  this  outrageous 
Mctbodijl  J  and  I  doubt  not  their  Pretenfions 
to  Royalty  fl.and  upon  as  good  Foundation, 
as  the  Metbodi/ls  Fancies,  or  even  Afu- 
rances,  of  Celeftial  Croivns.  For  (as  Plu- 
tarch obferves)  "  A  groundlefs  and  irra-  ^-^  Par. 
tional  Joy  agitates  and  alienates  the  ■l^'^i^id p°  '^^. 
more  than  either  Sorrow  or  Fear." 

Nor  make  I  any  doubt  but  the  fame  De- 
ception of  the  Scnfes,  can  fed  by  dijlempcred 
Enthufiafm  ever  infufed  into  the  Head,  pro- 
duced the  feveral  following  prejumptuous 
Afurances,  and  vifionary  Exultations.  "One  ^'^'elley 
in  a  high  Fever  cries  out,  O!  I  am  happy, '^  ^q^"^' 
happy,  happy: — all  \\\t  Angels  rejoice, — 
and  I  rejoice  with  them  ;  for  I  am  united 
to  Jefus.  —  Smiling  and  looking  up,  Hie 
fays,  '  There  is  the  Lamb.  The  Enemy 
may  come  ,  but  he  hath  no  Part  in  me, 
&c." 

N  "  ^arah 
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Wefley         *<  Sarah   JVhiJki?i   was    taken    ill   of  a 
5  Jour"-  Pever^ — continually  praying  that  God  would 
reveal  himfelf  to  her  Soul.  —  In  the  mean 
time  (he  fays,    *  The  Devil  is  very  bufy 
with  me. —  But  I  am  fnatched  out  of  the 
Hands  of  the  Devil.     Tho'   God  has  not 
yet  revealed  himfelf  to  me  ^    yet  1  believe, 
were  I  to  die  this  Night,  before  To-morrow 
I  ihould  be  in  Heaven.  —  I  have  not  feen 
the  Lord  yet.      But    I  believe  I  Jhall  fee 
him,  and   live.'  > —  The  next  Day  fhe  fays, 
*  I  have  had  no  Sleep,  but  I  have  had  the 
Lord  with  me.'      Soon  after,    *  I  fear  I 
have   deceived    myfelf.      I    thought    the 
Amen  was  fealed   in   my  Heart  j  but  I  fear 
it  is  not.'      She  fings,  they  pray,  and  {he 
is  delivered  from  her  Fears.  -—  Soon  after 
we  were  gone  fhe  rofe  up,    and  faid,  »— 
'  Now   it  is  done.     I  am  allured  my  Sins 
are  forgiven. — Dieth.' — I  ihould  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  {he  had  a  Vifion  of  her  Rela- 
tions receiving  inftantaneoufly   a   Blelfing. 
'  I    faw   my    Mother,    and   Brother  and 
Sifter  in  my  Sleep,  and  they  all  received  a 
Bleffing  in  a  Moment." 

As  we  know  nothing  of  this  Woman's 
Life  and  Converfation,  we  have  no  Reafon 
to  queilion  her  Salvation :  tho'  we  may 
queftion  wj^ether  her  AJJiirances  and  Vi^ 
fions  are  well-grounded.  Two  Things 
feem  plain  :  That  the  Methodijls  slyc  trained 
up  and  bolftered  with  Expectations  of  Re^ 

velations, 
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'velations,  and  of  feet  fig  God  prefent  with 
them  ;  which  furely  is  a  very  prefumptuous 
and  dangerous  Dodrine  :  —  And  that  her 
Difcourfes  are  like  the  RambHngs  of  a  de- 
lirious  Fever  j  which  Mr.  Wejley  acknow- 
ledgeth  fhe  had. —  As  to  her  Vifion  of  her 
Relations^  'tis  much  like  what  St.  Terefa 
fays :  '*  Being  much  indifpofed^  I  took  up  vita.  8vo. 
my  Rofary,  and  infenfibly  fell  into  a  Rapt  -yV-  ^^4- 
feemed  to  be  in  Heave  ft  ^  and  there  I  faw 
both  my  Father  and  Mother,  I  doubted 
whether  this  might  not  be  fome  Illufion-, 
tho'  it  did  not  fo  feem  to  me." 

[No.  12.]    We  have  an  Account  of  "  a  Weflcy, 
Boy,    turned  out  of  School   for    Milbeha-?  J^^'"- 
viour,  running  away  from  his  Parents,  fuf-^"  ^^' 
fering  Hunger  and  Cold,  three  Days  with- 
out Suftenance,  hearing  Mr.   TFe/ley,  and 
reforming  ; — tempted  by  the  Devil  to  hang 
or  drown  himfelf :  —  but  wreftling  with 
God  in  Prayer,   he  faw  himfelf  furrounded 
on  a  fudden   with  an  inexprejjible  Light -y 
—  feized  with  a  painful  Illnefs,   declares, 

*  tho'  I  am  not  in  Heave?2 yet,  I  ani"as  fure 
of  it  as  if  I  was  ;  —  as  fure  of  Chrijl,  as  if 
I  had  him  already.' — One  Day  his  Mother 
faid,  ^  yackyy  you  have  not  been  with 
your  Saviour    To-Night.'       He    replied, 

*  Yes,  I  have.'  She  asked,  *  What  did 
he  fay?'  He  anfwered,  *  He  bid  me  not 
be  afraid  of  the  Devil  -,  for  he  had  no 
Power   to  hurt  me   at  all,  but   I  fliould 

N  2  trea-d 
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tread  him  under  my  Feet.'  In  this  Illnefs 
he  died,  fome  Months  above  thirteen  Years 
old." 

In  this  Cafe,  as  in  the  former,  I  have 
no  Quarrel  with  the  Boy's  Tiety^  but  the 
Knthujiafm  attending  itj  in  which  heap- 
pears  to  have  been- well  inJlniBed.  For 
he  has  Affm^ance  of  his  Salvation^  and 
that  Eternal : — Chrijl  comes  to  attend  him, 
and  fpeaks  to  him  formally,  in  fo  many 
Words  i  and  his  Mother  draws  him,  as  a 
Thing  expeBedy  or  agreed  upon,  into  a 
Declaration  of  this  Divine  Prefence  and 
Converfation.  To  which  add,  his  Saying, 
that  *'  he  faw  himfelf  furrounded  with  an 
inexprefiibie  Lights  while  he  wrellled  with 
God."  All  which  may  be  reckoned  as 
more  "  Dreams  of  a  heated  Imagination, 
or  Wiles  of  Satan  ;"  (to  counteaance  tlie 
Delu/ion  of  Methodiftn.)  Unlefs  it  can  be 
proved,  that  all  the  Pretenlions  of  the 
fame  Nature,  among  the  mofl  frantic  and 
wild  faints  of  the  Anticbrijiiari  Conwiunion, 
were  tfaily  hom  God,  and  Confirmations 
of  the  Truth  of  Popijb  Religion, 

I  don't  know,  whether  the  inexpreffible 
Light  jurrounding  the  Ro\\  be  to  be  under- 
Hood  of  a  Glory  irradiating  his  oivn  PctJo?!^ 
or  emitted  from  it  5  or  whether  it  was  a 
Sign  cf  the  Divine  Prefence,  while  he  was 
•wre/Jling  'with  God.  But  I  could  produce 
hundreds  of  Inftance?,  were  it  needful,  of 

kicli 
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fuch  fabulous  Papijiical  Tales -,    where  not 
only  the   Great   Saints^    St.    Francis^    St. 
Ignatius^  &c.  but  Novices  and  Nims  have 
been    emblazon'd    in   the    fame  Manner  3 
and  encompafTed  with  fuch  extraordinary 
Splendors,  by  the  Vijits  of  Chriji,  the  Vir- 
gin^ Angels,  Apoflles  and  Saints.     Some  of 
which  I  (hall  fet  down,  after  mentionirrg 
the  Cafe  of  Samuel  and  Thomas  Hitchens, 
two  Brothers  ;  who  in  a  little  Coinpafs  of 
Time  went  through  moft  of  the  Myfleries 
of  Methodifm,  and  arrived  to  this  Bright- 
nefs  of  Glory.     In  the  Account,  printed,  and 
indufirioully    publifhed,     we     read     that 
*'  Samuel,  a  Smith  by  Trade,  had  almofl 
forgot  every  Thing  that  was  good,   till  the 
Methodifl  Teachers   came    into    Cornwall, 
—  During  their   Prayer,    he   fell   to   the 
Ground,  and  roared  ;  but  is  foon  converted 
to  the  Faith.     But  the  Devil  then  ftrove 
to  reafon  him  out  of  it:  —  then  raifed  a 
Mob  againft  the  Methodifts ;  got  a  Wa?'ra?it 
to  prels  him  for  a  Soldier  j  but  God  fuffered 
them   not   to   touch    him.  —  By    another 
S?iare  of  the  Devil,  he  is  tempted  to  marry  y 
whereby   his   Heart   is  drawn  away  from 
God',  and  he  is  plunged  into  utter  Dark^ 
ne/s,    often    faying,     *  he   was    in   Hell. ' 
He  wandered  about  the  Fields  by  Night, 
threw  himfelf  on  the  Earth,    beat  his  Head 
againfl  the  Ground ;  roaring,  beating,  and 
cutting    himfelf   iu    feveral    Places.  —  Is 

quite 
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quite  delivered  in  a  Moment.  Bat  ftill  has 
frequent  and  fore  Conflids  with  Satan^ — 
doubts  of  the  Being  of  a  God ;  but  is  de- 
livered. Is  Head  of  a  Clafs^  or  Band  j 
where  he  difcovered  any  T/ji?ig  amifs  by 
a  Weight  which  he  felt.  Takes  upon  him 
to  be  a  Preacher,  but  doubting  of  his 
MiJ/ion,  till  convinced  it  was  the  Will  of 
God, —  He  runs  into  another  Miflake,  and 
is  to  an  Extreme  negligent  of  his  apparel ; 
but  afterwards  convinced,  that  a  Chriftian 
ought  by  his  outward  Ncatnefs  to  ^z^i 
the  Purity  of  his  Mind.  His  lafl  Temp- 
tation was  to  Jlarve  himfelf,  by  denying 
his  Body  neceflary  Support  ;  but  is 
convinced  of  this  Error  too  ;  which  began 
and  ended,  while  he  walked  in  the  broad 
Light  of  God's  Countenance.  —  A  Day  or 
two  afterwards,  he  was  taken  ill,  and 
caught  a  ^nalignant  Fever^  (  v/hereof  he 
died)  in  which  he  cries  out,  '  i  have  not 
the  leaft  Doubt  of  my  Salvation  j  —  I  fee 
the  Gates  of  Heaven  Hand  open,  and  fefus 
flands  with  open  Arms  to  receive  me. 
Let  me  go  !  I  mufl  be  gone  V  The  next 
Day  he  cries  out  aloud,  *  Open  the  Heaven, 
O !  my  God,  and  come  down  into  my 
Soul  1  Come  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofl:, 
and  plunge  me  into  God  I  Carry  me,  ye 
Angels,  &c." 

The  Account  is  much   the  fame  with 
regard  to  his  Brother  'Thomas^  a  Thinner  ; 

"  who 
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"  who     from    following     Revelli/igs    and 
Hurlings  became  a  Mcthodijl  Preacher.    In 
much   Trouble  and  J-Ieavinefs,  —  receives 
great  Comfort  of  the  Lord  ;   but  foon  after 
ftripped  of  all,  and  thinks  God   hath  left 
him  a  final  CaJI-away.     But  goes  into  his 
Clofet,  and  has  an  Anfwer  from  the  Lord, 
*  I  am  thy  Righteoufnefs.' —  When  in  great 
yojy  is  in  the  greateft  Danger  o^  Pride  and 
Lightnefs  ;  —  and  found  great  Temptation 
to  Pride.,  when  fpeaking  to  the  People.  — 
Falls   ill    of  a  high   Fever ;    in  which  he 
prays,  with  a  Foice  quite  altered.  —  God  is 
come    to    carry    me   Home.    .Oh  !    I  fee 
ThoLifands,  and  ten  Thoufinds  o^  Angels  I 
Do  you  not  fee  them  ?  O  I  Brother  Trem- 
hath^  do  you  not  fee  what  a  glorious  Place 
I   am    going    to  ?  —  Mary  Bifuirie^    can't 
you  fee  Jefus  Chrifi  coming,  with  an  innu- 
merable  Company    of   Angels,    and    the 
Golden  Banner  difplayed  ?  They  are  com- 
ing to  carry  me  to  the  Bofom  of  my  God, 
Open  their  Eyes,  O  God  I  that  they  may- 
fee  them. — I  am  whiter  than  Snow.     I  am 
wafhed    in   the    Blood    of  my   Redeemer. 
Why,  lamallGodr 

That  I  may  not  repeat  what  I  have  be- 
fore remarked,  concerning  the  flrange  Vi- 
cifTitudes,  and  Perturbations,  Scepticifms, 
Defpairings,  Madnelles,  &c.  attending  the 
Progrefs  of  Methodifm  ;  I  iliall  only  take 
notice    of  thofe  delegable    Frenzies^   and 
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fiDeet  Deliria^  which  fo  often  accompany  a 
Fever  y  of  which  both  the  Brothers  (nei- 
ther of  them  much  above  twenty  Years  of 
Age)  died.  Both  are  abfolutely  fwe  of 
Heaven  j  both  have  the  Company  and  Sight 
of  yefus  and  Angeh  ;  one  is  plunged  into 
God;  the  other  is  all  God. 
De  Sym-  Fracojlorius  tells  us,  that  "  in  Ecftatic 
P'  *        Frenzies  'tis  common  for  pious  Perfons,  or 

cap.  20,  i  . 

fuch    as .  from  the  Strength   of  Dijiemper 
and  Imagination  think  themfelves  fuch,  to 
fancy  they  fee  Gods  and  Choirs  of  Angels.** 
Wier.de  «  If  Heathens  be   thus  delirious ^  and  fe- 
"^f  '^'   duced  by  the  Illujlons  of  Satan ^  they  are  in 
Company  with   Diana^  HerodiaSj   or  Mi- 
Paufan.    j2erva :    or  elfe,  Venus^  Minerva^  and  Di- 
Csp.  19.  ^^Wj  fl^all  come  and  carry  Hyacinthus  and 
his  Sifter  to   Heaven,  for  dvine  in  a  State 
of  Virginity'' — If  they  are  Popijh  Fanatics  ^ 
Ribaden.  we  are  told  of  "  yohannes  Mavii'us,  who 
Soc.  jcfu.  ^"  ^  delirious  tever,  and  near  dying,  was 
p  255.     refrefhed  with  the  Sight  of  Chrif^  St.  Tg~ 
natiuSy  and  other  Saints ;    fo  that  he  de- 
clared a  Fever  ivas  pleajanter  than  Health.'' 
Ph.  Neriusy   weakened    by    a  continual 
Fcvery    as  if  he  had  embraced   fomebody 
Ribaden.  fbey  could  not  fee,  cries  out,  ''  O  !   moll 
-  \^  2&.  ^g^j.  Virgin !  are  )ou  come  to   free  me  ? 
O  !  moft  Holy   Mother  of  God !  the  mofl 
beautiful  of  all  Creatures  i — I  will  prefume 
to  embrace  you." — At  length,  returning  to 
himfelf,  he  %s  to  thofe  about  him,  *'  Did 

you 
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you  not  fee  the  mojl  blejjed  Mother  of  God^ 
who  by  her  Prefence  hath  driven  away  my 
Sicknefs  ?"■ — Would  you  have  the  San6lion 
of  Lifallibility  ?  "  St.  Nicholas^  juft  beforcBr  Rom; 
his   Death,  law  Angels  come  out  to  meet^^^-  ^' 
him. — St.  Alcantara   frequently   enjoyed 
the  Prefence    of  Cbrifl :    the   FirgiTij    St.  oa.  26. 
Francis  J  and  other  Celeftial  Spirits  ^  enter- 
tained   their   Fellow-Citizen   with   familiar 
Difcourfes. —  St.  I'erefa^  who  for  twenty-  oa.  15, 
two  Years  had  Fevers^  and  other  Difbem- 
pers,  fees   Angels^  and  fefiis  Chrif  taking 
her  by  the  Hand  and  efpoufing  her  ;  and 
they  likewife  attend  her  Death  j  when  flie 
goes  up  to  Heaven  in  the  Shape  of  a  white 
Dover -^ 

"  Brother  Emanuel,    being  delirious  by  Fra^c- 
the  Force  of  his   Diftemper,    fung  excel -gQ^""j^^-_ 
lently   well   Pfalms  and  Hymns-,  and  juflp.  40;, 
before  his  Death   began  moft  devoutly  to 
fpeak  to    the    Corners    of   his   Chamber. 
Being  asked,    to   whom   he   dire(fled    his 
Words ;    he   rephed,    to  the  Holy  Afigels^ 
whom  he  faw  waiting  for  the  Departure 
of  his  Soul,  that  they  might  carry   it  up 
to  Heaven*' — "  A  certain  Fryer,  extremely  Specul. 
religious,  was  almoft  driven  to  Defpair  to-  ^.^™p'* 
wards   the   Beginning   of   his    Converfon  ;  Ex. '23, 
but  the    Abbot  pawned  his   Life   for   the 
Security  of  his  Salvation,  if  he  would  but 
continue  obediently  in  the  Order.     After- 
wards the   Frxcr  wa^^  feized   with  a  Fever ^ 
O  fell 
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fell  into  an  Ecjlajy^  had  a  ^ight  of  Heaven  ; 
and  brought  back  from  Chrifly  to  whom 
he  was  prefented,  Promife  of  Pardon 
and  Eternal  Life  in  his  Bofom;  and  heard 
from  his  Holy  Mouth,  that  all  who  con- 
tinued obediently  in  that  Order  ihould 
certainly  hefaved." 

Though   I  have    been    pretty  long  on^ 
this   Article,    I  can't  help  producing  the 
fefuifs   Mark  in    one  Inftance   more. — 
"  Brother    Emanuel,     who    ufually    was 
grievoufly  troubled  at  the  very  Shadow  of 
the  leaft  Fault,  faid  when  he  was  dying, 
that    nothing   troubled   his   Confcience,    he 
had  no   Spot  to   be  wiped  away  by  Con- 
fefpon.     After  his  Mind  had  been  thrown 
out  of  its  Seat  by  a  Frenzy  ;  all  wondered 
that  he  talked  with  God,  in  Words  fo  well 
adapted,  and  fo  warm  with  Divine  Love^ 
that   he    could    not   have   compofed    any 
Thing  better,  when  in  his  Senfes.     He  re- 
quefled  the  Virgin   Mary  that  he  might 
fie  her  y  and  Ihe  granted  his   Petition." — 
One  might  alledge  Hundreds  of  Inftances 
oi  PopiJI:)  Saints  beatified   by   Gody  Angels, 
and  Saints,  in  Life  and  in  Death. 

Happy  Madmen  !  Faith  fid-  Teachers !' 
Who  can  thus  convert  Dijlempers  into 
Deities  -,  and  the  groundlefs  Rants  of  a 
di [ordered  Brain  into  Ajjurances  oj  Salva- 
tion J  and  by  fuch  Devices  give  a  SanBion 
to  their  'wicked  Peculiarities, 

§•  19- 
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§.  19.  Of  Affinity  to  ihtit  Divine  and 
Angelical  Vifits^  is  the  extraordinary  Lights 
which  farrounds  fome  of  the  Favoured 
Methodijls.  Such  was  that  of  "  a  Perfon  Wefiey 
in  bright  Cloaths  appearing  in  the  Night  p  |°"^"* 
to  Feter  Wright^  whence  the  Room  was 
as  bright  as  Day."  -r-  Such  that  of  the  Boy 
juft  mentioned,  "  who  faw  himfelf  fur- 
rounded  with  an  inexprejjible  Lights  while 
he  was  wreftHng  with  God^  Whether 
this  was  the  Effect  of  a  Celeftial  Prefence^ 
or  a  Radiation  of  Glory  from  the  Boy  j  'tis 
either  Way  confonant  to  the  old  Heatheti 
Notions.  When  Serpents  were  fent  to 
deftroy  young  Hercules  in  his  Bed,  Jupiter 
watched  over  him,  — 

$xo$   y   cLvl    01X.0V   gTu;^9)j.  Theocrit. 

A  Light  was  in  the  Houfe.  ^  '  ^'^' 

Jupiter  can't  come  to  his  Miftrefs  Akmenay 
but 

JEdes  totce  confulgehant^  quaji  efj'ent  aurece. 
The   whole   Houfe  iliined,  as  if  all  over 
Gold.   A  Voice  too  is  heard,  "  Aicmena^  fear  piaut. 
nothing:  the  Governor  of  Heaven   comes '^"P^y^- 
to  affift  thee,  and  thine." — Nor  can  evensc  x' 
Pluto^  the  God  of  Hell,  make  his  Appear- 
ance, to  carry  off  a  G/W,   but — 

Claram  difpergere  cuhnina  lucem      Claudian. 

Adventum  teftata  Dei  ;  Rapt-Prof. 

A  bright  Light  attefts  his  coming. 

O  2  In 
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In  the  other  Way;  —  v/e  find  SfJeJidorf, 
and  lambent   Flames  glorifying   the  fame 
Heathens :  —  As   the    Light    fun'ounding 
Lib.  4.    Afcanius    in    Virgil:  —  That    of    ^Tullius 
Cap.  I.   j^QJiilius  in  Dionyjiiis  Halicarn.  who  being 
fappofed    to    be  the   Son    of   Vulcan^    or 
fome  Dcmefac  Genius,  was  illuftrated  with 
t'auran.    f^ch  a  Glory  round  his  Head  :  —  That  of 
Carl,' 26.   Apollfs  Eajiard  Boy,  who  being  expofed, 
and  found  by  a  ivandering  Shepherd,    the 
Shepherd    faw   a    Cckjiial  Light    emitted 
from  him  ;  and  he  afterwards   was  famed 
for  airing  all  Difeafes. 

Which  being  a  juil  Emblem  of  Pretend- 
ers to  Injpiration,  and  fpurious  Prrphets  ; 

Let  liS  pafs  to  our  ufual  Parallel  from 

Taganizlng  Pap'ijh.     Bcfides  their  eminent 

Saints,  as  Founders  of  Orders,  &c.  among 

whom  fuch  Favours  were  common,  I  fhall 

produce  two  or  three  (out  of  about  Fifty 

\Vhich  I  have  obferved)  of  the  lower  Clafs. 

Artrisi.    Francus  tells  us,  that  "  while  the   fefuit 

J-^"'^-     Suarius  was  praying  before  a  Crucifix,  in 

^^'^"    a  Sort  oi  Rapt,   fuch  Rays  of  Light  ilTued 

from  the  Sides  of  the  Crucifix,    as  mad^ 

the  whole  Chamber  and  the  Man's  Face 

Drar,   fine^'^—Thiiillier  fays,  "that,  as  feveral 

yu^^.  Nwis  tefl:iiied,  while   Father  John  was  at 

Mafs,    they  faw  him  warmed   to   fuch    a 

Degree,  by  a  Divine  Spirit,  that  his  Face 

was  irradiated,  and  like  a  Globe  of  Flame:" 

£eb.  2S.  —  And   <'  What   Mortal   can   fufaciently 

admire 
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admire  Pet.  Hebert,  a  M'uiim  ;  if,  as  many 
report,  a  Heavenly  SplcJidor  JiirrGiinded  him 
at  the  Altar ;  and  more  than  once  Concerts 
of  Angeh  were  Jieard,  comforting  and  fe~ 
reJjadifig  this  Candidate  of  He  am  en  J' 

Sometimes  indeed  Cheats  Magic ^  or  'Dia- 
bolical Illufions,  were  fufpeded,  and  even 
conferred,  in  thefe  Cafes.  Wieria  fpeaks 
of  "  a  young  Girl  poffeiTed,  and  miferably 
haraffed  by  the  Devil ;  but  he  promifed 
her  a  fare  Token  of  Deliverance,  when  (lie 
went  next  to  Mafs.  Accordingly  at  Mafs, 
the  Prieft  faw,  and  the  Girl  perceived,  a 
nvhite  Shade  furrounding  her.  See  the  II- 
lufion  of  the  Devil." — 

"  Satan  often  appeared  to  Ignatius  him-  Ribadcn. 
felf  in  a  Jl:ini?ig  and  glittering  Form,    as^'^^^J* 
if  it  had  been  fome  Divine  Light: — but 544. 
he  difcovered    the    Fraud''      And    why 
might  it  not  be  a  like  Satanical  Delufion^ 
when    "  divers   beheld   his  cuv;  Counte- 
nance   refplendent,    and    fparkling    with 
Beams  of  Light?"  Or,  when  "  St.  Francis 
was  wholly  furrounded  with  ^bright Cloudy 
in  Conformity  to  Chrifl-^  and  would  make 
Night  as   Light   as  Day  ?"  —  Or,   again,  Spineii. 
"  when  that  true  Devotee  faw  openly,  not  p^'^^;'^^'P* 
in  the  Spirit^  but  with  his  bodily  Eye^  the 
Queen    of  Heaven  landing   by  him,    and 
the  whole  Koom/l:i?2i??g  from  her  extraor- 
dinary Brightnefs  ?" — One  of  their  famous 
Miracle-Authors  declares,  that  one  Brother 

was 
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specui.  -vvas  fo  elevated  with  Pridcy  on  account  of 
^il\^\.  ^^^  Religious  SiriBfieJJeSy  that  he  boafted 
Ex.  21.  of  having  Vijions  cf  Angeh  attending  him  ; 
and  that  one  Day  the  Devil  tramformed 
into  the  Figure  of  Chriji  came  to  him,  in. 
Company  v^ith  a  Thoiifand  Angeh  v/ith 
their  blading  Lamps,  One  of  them  faid, 
*  Thy  Converfation  hath  pleafed  Chriji^ 
and  io !  he  is  come  to  thee.'  He  then 
ivorfiipped  the  Devil;  and  the  next  Day 
told  his  Brethreny  *  I  have  now  no  need 
of  the  Comtnuniony  for  I  have  feen  Chriji 
to  Day,"  There  are  many  fuch  Stories 
in  the  fame  Author.  Particularly,  Dift.  3. 
E^-  33>  3^-  Dift.  9.  Ex.  36. 

The  lafl  of  thefe  Expreffions,  fuggefted 
by  the  DeviU  agrees  well  with  that  of  the 
Methodift  Woman,  who  alTured  Mr.  Wefle)\. 
4  jomn.  <'  that  God  had  told  her  not  to  partake 
of  the  hordes  Supper  any  more,  lince  fhe 
fed  upon  Chrip,  continually."  Upon  which 
Mr.  JVeJley  exclaims,  O  !  Who  is  fecure 
from  Satan's  transforming  himfelf  into  an 
Angel  of  Light .?  —  And  ''  the  idle  Boy 
( juft  before  mentioned  )  who  ran  away 
from  his  Parents,  to  whom  Chriji  appeared 
and  bad  him  not  be  afraid  of  the  Devi  I ^ 
whom  he  fhould  tread  under  his  Feet," — 
has  the  fame  Honour  with  St.  Ignatius, 
who  ran  away  likewife  from  his  Parents, 
and  in  the  Days  of  his  Vanity  was  as  idle 
a  Rogue,  as  the  other  could  be  for  his  Life. 

For, 
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For,  as  Bouhours  relates,  "  the  Saint  being  Life  of 
Ecflatic  in  a   Fever^  heard  a   Voice,  that  ^"* 
he  fhould    not  be  afraid  to    die,    bccaufe 
he   died  a  Saint y   and   need  not  fear  the 
De'oiir 

§.  20,  Of  a  fimilar  Nature  with  this 
State  of  Dcli7^iouf?iefSj  Madnefs  and  Frenzy ^ 
wherein  our  Entbiifmjls  have  fuch  Vifions^ 
Revelations,  Ajjiirances,  &c.  is  that  Alie- 
nation of  Mind  called  Ecflacyj  Rapture  and 
^ra?tce.  Something  of  this  in  the  Me- 
thodijh  I  took  notice  of  in  Part  I  j  as  well 
as  their  enjoying  the  Frefence  of  God^  and 
entering  into  Difcourfes  with  him.  As, 
for  Inftance,  when  (fays  Mr.  PVhitefeld) 
**  my  Loving  Saviour  permitted  me  to  7  journ. 
talk  with  him,  as  a  Man  talketh  withP^g- 6^- 
his  Friend."  I  could  eafily  add  many 
other  Inftances ;  together  with  a  thoufand 
Parallels  from  Fopijh  Fanatics.  But  I 
forbear  ;  not  willing  to  naufeate  the  Reader 
with  fuch  Tales,  any  fai'ther  than  they  fall 
under  fom€  Rejnarks. 

For  one  may  obferve,  what  many  good 
and  learned  Perfons  have  obferved  before, 
that  thefe  Ecjiatic  Fits,  with  VifionSy  Ap- 
pearances of  Gody  Angels  and  Saints,  &c. 
are  mere  Imagination  from  Dijiempcr  and 
Frenzy  j  —  or  a  Diabolical  Illufion  ;  —  or 
Counterfeit  and  Cheat.  And  this  Truth 
hath    been    allowed    by   many   fober  and 

moderate 
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moderate  Papills ;  by  even  the  mofl  Eft" 
thijiajlical  of  them  j  and,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  by  bur  Methodijiical  'teachers  them- 
felves. 

Accordingly,  I  obferve  firft,  that  'tis 
generally  agreed  among  the  Learned,  that 
Ecjiacyy  or  Rapture^  (the  Mother  of  V'ljloii) 
is  of  itfelf  a  Species  of  Madnefs^  and  termed 
both  by  Hippocrates  and  Galen  a  vehement 
Madnefs,  Irregular  and  turbulent  Com- 
motions of  the  Blood  caufing  violent  Di- 
flradions  in  the  Brain,  fo  as  to  drive  out 
the  Reafon  and  Senfes ;  the  Perfons  thus 
difordered  are  filled  with  a  thoufand  Chi- 
meras ;  fancy  they  hear  and  fee  and  feel 
Things,  which  have  no  Exijtence  in  Na^ 
tiire ;  efpecially  fuch  Things  as  they  have' 
moil:  intenfely  thought  on^  or  which  have 
been  beat  into  their  Heads.  See  Fracojlor, 
de  Intelle5f.  Lib.  II. 
Vit.ignat.  <£  The  Glorious  St.  Ig,natius  had  many 
F^g-  273-  (^f^]^  Viflons  in  his  Ec/lacies  -,  which  Maf- 
feius  confeiTeth  to  have  proceeded  from 
Life,  the  Force  of  his  Diftempers.''  —  "  St. 
Terefa  fays  herfelf,  that  fhe  had  very  great 
and  long  Dijlenipcrs^  —  was  ready  to  grow 
mad  with  Pain,— her  Head  was  difordered 
for  feveral  Years  -,  —  has  many  Sicknefles, 
Fevers  and  Pains ;  for  God  be  thanked 
(fays  fhe)  generally  I  have  little  Health  5 
• —  fometimes  is  like  a  flupid  Fool  \  fome- 
times  a  furious  Fool ,  fometimes  a  childidi 

Fool, 
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Fool,  employ'd  in  Toys  and  Trifles,  drefTes 
up  Images  with  Pofies  and  Flowers,  &c. 
Then  (lie  is  rapt  into  Ecjiacies  and  VifionSy 
which  flie  calls  Glorious  Frenzies^  and 
Heavenly  Follies ;  is  frequently  in  Com- 
pany with  Saints,  Angels,  the  ^een  of 
Heaven,  afid  Cbrijl  her  Spoufe.  In  one  of 
her  Ecjiacies  (he  continues  two  Years  and 
a  half  J  and  in  'one  of  her  Fits  fees 
only  the  Hands  of  Chrijl ;  in  another  his 
Divine  Countenance  :  (he  had  a  ftrong 
Dcfire  to  fee  the  Colour  and  Bignefs  of  his 
Eyes,  but  could  never  obtain  that  Favour. 
—  However,  flie  is  united  to  him  -,  her 
Soul  ( {he  fays )  is  ingulpbed,  or,  to  fay 
better,  our  Lord  is  ijigulphed  in  her  :  —  he 
infpires  her  with  the  Gift  cf  Prophecy,  af- 
furcs  her  of  her  own  Salvation,  and  the 
flouriihijig  State  of  her  Order.  When  fhe 
comes  out  of  her  Reveries,  and  a  little  re- 
covers her  Senfes,  (lie  falls  into  Sufpicions, 
that  all  is  t7jere  Imagination,  or  Satanical 
Dehifion  ;  her  Friends  and  Confeflbrs  are 
quite  of  the  fame  Mind  -,  but  fome  Holy 
fefuits  aflure  her,  that  all  is  from  the 
Spirit  of  God.  She  owns  too,  that  fuch 
Deceivings  in  the  Monafieries  are  not  {o 
much  from  the  Devil,  as  our  own  pcrverfe 
Inclinations  and  Humours,  efpecially  if 
there  be  Melancholy.  For,  adds  flie,  the 
Nature  of  Women  is  weak,  their  Self -Love 
very  fubtle ;  fo  that  many  Perfons,  be- 
P  fdes 
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Jidei    the   Num^    have  been   deceived   by 
themfelves/' 

One  fees  nothing  here,  but  what  might 
well  proceed  from  Dijiemper,  without 
Satan's  Devices.  And  therefore  the  fa- 
mous Gerfon^  a  learned  and  moderate  Va-, 
De  Prob.  pljl^  adviieth  "  always  to  conlider  in  Vifions^ 
■P'"^'  whether  the  Perfon  be  in  his  Senfes,  and 
his  Brain  untouched  ;  for  that  we  need 
not  doubt  from  what  Spirit  Melancholy 
and  iilufory  Vifions  come  j  as  is  clear  from' 
Perfons  in  a  Frenzy  and  various  Dijlempers, 
who  fancy  they  hear,  fee^  and  tajie  Things^ 
like  Men  in  a  Dream.''  And  he  gives 
divers  Inflances  of  fuch  Delufions.  -^ — 

2.  We  may  obferve,  that  (befides  the 
above-mentioned   Cafes)    many  fober,  and 
even  Fanatical  Papijis,  have  acknowledged 
a  Satanical  Impofition  in  EcJJacies,  Vifions^ 
Voices,  Afjuratices,  &c. 
Mall.        Bartholorn^iis  de  Spina    allows,    "  that 
Maief.    |.|^g   Devil  will    fometimes  appear  as    an 
p.  1*26!   Angel  of  Light  to  deceive  Vifwnary  Per- 
fons \  and  that  Vifcns  proceed  from  him,  as 
fometimes  f-om  Frenzy  and  DiJlemperJ'  — 
Ars      And  again,    "   'tis  one  of  his  Stratagems 
jioCiT.j.  ^^  fibew  fome  Ho/y  Vijion  to  the  Diftem- 
pered,  that  he  may  be  thought  to  be  gone, 
while  he  lies  lurking  within."     Even  the 
Higheji  Authority  in  the  Papacy  hath  given 
gi  San£lion  in  the  Reman  Ritual.     For  it 

fays. 
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fays,    "  The  Devils ^    while  the  Pneji  isDeExorc. 
in  the  middle  of  his  Exotxiffjjs,  will  make 
the  Patient    ileep,    and    fhew   him    iome 
ViJioUy  that  he  may  feem  to  be  delivered.'' 
Accordingly  Terefa  confelTeth,    that  "  {he  ^Jt- s^o. 
had  three  or  four  Times  a  Vi/ion  of  Satan^'  ^^^' 
in  the  Form  of  Chrijl.  — -  Even  the  BlefTed 
Ignatius,  who  had   fo   many   Celeftial  Vi- 
fions^  and    fome   Infernal^  yet   fays,    "   of  MafFd. 
that  Sort  of  Religious  Vifionaries^  who  pro-     ^  '  ^* 
fefs  fo  much  Familiarity  'with  God^    that 
moft  of  them  are  under  Illufions  of  Devils  j 
and  partly  perverfe  Selj-pleafers,  and  won- 
derfully objlinate  in  their  Fancies.'"  < —  The 
Devil,  however,  was   fo   fair,  as  to  a//ure 
Jg?2atius's  Salvation ;  "  to  declare  that  he  Ribaden. 
was  in  Heaven  ;  and  he  was  the  iirH:  Per-J"^-  3'- 
fon  that  predided  his  Canonization.'*    And 
the  Pope,  who  afterwards  canonized  him, 
fulfilled  the  Devil's  Frrpbecy.     Who  now 
will  queftion  the  Teftimonv  of  two  Per- 
fons  of  fuch  Veracity?  —  "  Ph.  Nerius,  aRibaden. 
Follower    of    Ignatius,     and    an    eminent '^^^y  2^* 
Field-'Preacher,  as  famous  for  Ecfacies  and 
Vifons  as  any  Mortal, —  had  alfo  the  Gift 
of  ^iftinguifhingy^//^  Vifons  from  the  true, 
and!  actually  did  fo  on  feveral    Occafions. 
One  way  of  Trial  was  this.     "  Once  the 
Devil   appearing    in   the  Likenefs  of  the 
ever  blejjed  Virgin  to   his  Difciple  Vincent, 
he  commanded  Vincent  the  next  time  to 
fpit  in  the   Face  of  the  Perfoii   that  ap- 

P  2  peared. 
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peared.     The  next  Night  the  Devil  ap- 
peared again  in  the  fame  refplendmt  Shape  ; 
and  he  inllantly  fpk  in  the  Devil's  Face  ; 
who,  confounded,  and  bafely  foiled,   im- 
mediately  vaniflied.      No  fooner   was   he 
fled,    but   the   mofl  Sacred  Virgin  herfelf 
clearly  fhewed   herfelf  to   him,    and  bad 
him   fpit   in  her  Face   too,    if  he   could. 
Then  fhe  fingularly   comforted  him,  and 
went  up   into   Heave?!."      But  upon   the 
whole,  Ncrius   was  fo  well  convinced  of 
Satan's  IlhifiGns^  ''  that  he  became  a  fharp 
Reprehender  of  thofe  who  were  delighted 
with  Vifions  \  affirming,  that  nothing  was 
more  pcriiicious  than  thofe  mad  Mockeries 
of  the    Devilsy    who    eafily    transformed 
themfelves  into  Angels  of  Light.''  —  If  it 
be  not  too  much  a  Digrejjion,  I  will  add 
one   more,  and   ftronger  Proof  of  Satan's 
being    deteSled   and    co-founded   by     fuch 
Saint-like  Management.    This  curious  Story 
is    in    the  Edition    of  the    Book    of  Con- 
formities^  Milan.    1510.    (omitted   in   my 
Edition,    Bonon.    1590.)    and   is    likewife 
carefully  preferved  in  the  Speculum  Excm- 
Specul.  ploriim.  Diftindt.  7.  Exempl.  24.    "  Fryer 
Exemp.  Riifin,    a    Difciple    of    St.   Francis,    was 
E^'zl.  brought  almoft   to    De/pair,    becaufe  the 
Son  of  God  appeared    to    him,    and    told 
him,  that  he  waspredejlinated  to  be  damned -y 
and  fo  would  St.  Francis,  &c.      But  St. 
Francis,    who  was  as   an   Angel  of  Qod^ 
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taught  him,  that  he  who  fald  that  was 
the  Devil,  and  not  Chrift.  And  when, 
fays  he,  he  (liall  come  again,  and  tell  you, 
you  are  damned ;  anfwer  him  thus,  "  Open 

your  Month,  and  I  will in  it."  [^Aperi 

cs  tuum,  &  ego  ftercorizabo  in  id.]     And 
it   fhall   be   a  Sign  to   you  that    'tis   the 
Devil,  that  upon  your  faying  thofe  Words 
he  will  inftantly  fly.     Rujin  then  adored 
the   Saint,  was    confejjed,  and  returned    to 
his  Cell     Where,   behold  !  the  Old  Enemy 
comes  again  in  the  Form  of  Chrijl^  faying 
much  the  fame  as  before.      Immediately 
Riiffin  replies,  "  Open  thy  Mouth,  ^c^ 
The   Devil  took   this    Indigfiity   fo    hei- 
noufly,  that  he  packed  ofFj    but  raifed  a 
dreadful  Storm  of  Stones  and  Fire  againfl 
poor   Ruffin.     Soon   afterwards   Chriji  ap- 
peared to  him,  and  melted  his  Soul  with 
Divine  Love,  and  gave  him  Security  of  his 
eternal  Salvation.     After  this  a  Dcemoniac 
being  brought  to  St.  Francis  to  be  exor- 
cifed,  the  Devil  feeing  Fryer  Ruffin  with 
him,  began    to  roar  horribly,  and  run  a- 
way  ;  declaring,  that  "  he  could  not  ftand 
againfl:  that  obedient,  humble  and  holy  Bro- 
ther Riiffin.''  —  But  to  proceed. 

Gabr.  Biel,  the  famous  Popifi  Canonifiy 
owns,  "  that  their  Miracles  are  fometimes  Canon, 
effedied  by  the  Operation  of  Devils  to  de-  ^'ff^* 
ceive  dlforderly   IVorJhippers ;'"    and   parti-   ^     '^^^' 
cularly,  "  that  ih^  Apparition  of  Chriji  inua.  ^i. 

the 
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the  Eucharifi  may  be  by  the  lllufion  of  the 
Devil  to  deceive  and  delude  the  Unwary." 
—  Alexander  Hales  gives  the  fame   Solu- 

ln.4.Sent.tion :    "  it  appears   FleJJo,    fometimes    by 

^  53-  human  Contrivance^  fometimes  by  a  dia- 
bolical Operation,'' —  And  why  may  we  not 
fufpedt  the  fame  in  our  Vifionary  Methodijlsy 
who  have  fo  often  at  the  Sacrament  evi- 
dently feen  yefus  Chriji  crucified  before 
them?  (See  Enthiifiafm,  Part  II.  p.  164.) 
L'^e  "  St.  Terefa,  who  had  fo  many  Rapts, 
3g'  '_  Vifiom  and  Allocutions  with  our  Lord,  was 

&  Pra^f.  ftrongly  perfuaded  of  their  being  great 
Delu/ions  and  Difguifes  of  Satan  ;  and  (he 
owns,  that  feveral  Keligionijls  had  been 
thus  deceived,  either  from  h?iagi?iation,  or 
the  Dehifion  of  Satan.''  The  Writer  of 
the  Preface  too  confefleth,  that  "  various 
Impofiori^  and  Women  efpecially,  were  fre- 
quent in  Spain  about  that  Time,  wdio,  am- 
bitious of  procuring  the  Fame  of  SanBity^ 
or  deceived  by  the  Devil,  pretended  to 
thefe  Elevations,  ^c," 

Happy  furely  would  both  Papifl  arid 
Methodtfiht  thought,  could  they  have  the 
fame  Favour  with  the  Sai?2t  mentioned  by 

Pag.  7.  Balingham ;  "  who  obtained  by  Prayer  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  never  to  be  deceived  in 
Revelations  and  Vifions."  Tiiis  was  ac- 
counted a  high  Favour,  but  probably  might 
be  the  worji  Delufwn  of  alL 

And 
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And  yet,  whatever  Share  the  Devil  may 
claiin,  thefe  Ec/iatic  Vifionaries  are  the 
Principal  Sai?tts  canonized  in  that  Commu- 
nion. And  not  without  Reafon.  For 
thefe  Vifiom  and  Ecjlacies  have  always  been 
the  grand  Engines  for  introducing  their 
corrupt,  falfe  and  idolatrous  Tenets.  Nor 
is  there  one  of  their  DoBrines  of  Dcemons 
that  has  not  been  confirmed  by  fome 
Heavenly  Vijion 5.  "  And  this  is  flill  (aslntrod  to 
Dr.  Geddes,  who  well  knew,  obferves)  one  "^'eronka. 
of  the  moft  fubtle  and  prevailing  Sorceries 
of  Popery,  Not  only  Papijis^  but  Protef- 
tants^  (efpecially  thofe  inclined  to  ^ietifm) 
being  all  naturally  difpofed  to  believe  any 
Reports  of  Raptures  and  Vijions^  let  them 
come  from  what  Quarter  they  will,  do 
with  an  eafy  Credulity  fwallow  down  the 
Popijh  TioBrines^  which  they  were  in- 
vented to  give  Credit  to." 

3^/y,    I   obferve,    that  even    our    Me- 
thodifts  have   owned   both    a    vain  Imagi- 
nation^  and  Devilipj  Agency  among  them- 
felves    in   fuch  Cafes.      Mr.  Wejley  owns, 
that  their  "  Vifions  might  come  from  God^  3  joum. 
and  might  not.''     And,    with   refpeft   to?-^^'^^* 
feeling,  he  difcovered  among  his  Hearers .  joum. 
fuch  Wiles  of  Satan,  as  never  entered  into  p.  69, 70. 
his  Heart  to  conceive." 

Mr.  Whitefield  confcffeth,    *'   that  Satan  i  Deal, 
transformed    himfclf    into     an    Angel    of^-  '^°* 
Ijight 'j   whereby   he    followed    the    Sug- 

geftion 
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gcltlons  of  the  Evil  Spirit  in  whatever  he 
did.''  Divine  Prefences^ — his  talki?ig  with 
God  Face  to  Face^  —  inviting  Chrijt^  who 
came  a?idfat  down  at  the  Head  of  the  'Tabic ^ 
and  [poke  to  him^  &c.  Thefe  are  feme  of 
I,etter.  the  Reveries^  which  he  has  recanted.  "  He 
r-  31-  readily  grants,  that  fome  of  the  Methodijts^ 
who  had  720t  Ajj'urance  of  Salvation^  pre- 
fumptuouily  imagined  they  had  it." 

Their  Dear  Madam  Bourignon  fpeaks  in 

Solid. virt.  the  lame  Strain  of  this  "  Artifice  of  Satan. 

p.  los.    xhey    fancy    themfelves    to   be   in   Afu- 

rance  j  and  are  in  the  midft  of  Dangers  of 

lofing  their  Souls  by  Prefumptiony  and  De- 

I  Letter,  lifion  of  the  Devil.''     The  fame  Lady  (in 

Part  I.     her  Light  rifen  in  Darkiiefs)  fays,   "  The 

^^2'  ^'     Saints  themfelves  have    committed  Spirit 

tual  Fooleries y  by  Vifions^   Infpcakings,  Ec- 

fiacies^  Sec.  affifled  by  the  ijnaginative  Fa- 

3  Letter,   culty."     Again,  "  we  are  not  to  judge  of 

Fare  III.  spiritual  Perfe^ion  by  Vifions^  Revelations^ 

psg-  19-    ^cflacies^  or  Raptures :  for  the  Devil  him- 

felf  could  do  all  thefe  Things." 
Brain.  But  Mr.  Brai?2erd,  a  Brother  Methodift^ 

Journ.  /'eithe,.  j^Qj-  arrived  to  the  Summit  of  Me^ 
thodijiuy  or  got  above  it)  frankly  declares, 
"  that  T^ ranees  and  imaginary  Views  of 
Things  are  of  dangerous  Tendency  in  Re- 
ligion ;  and  fears  a  Deiign  of  Sat  an  y  by 
introducing  Vifionary  Scenes^  to  bring  a 
Biemifli  on  the  Work  of  God."  Again, 
P.  ic8.   tc  j^  j^^y^    l^g  owned,    Satan   feemed  to 

transform 
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transform  himfelf  into  iin  Angel  of  Lights 
and  made  Ibme  vigorous  Attempts  to  in- 
troduce turbulent  Commotions  and  Paffions, 
inflead  of  genuine  Coiividlions  j  and  ima- 
ginary  and  fanciful  Notions  of  Chrijl^  as 
appearing  to  the  mental  Eye  in  human 
Form^  and  particular  Pojlures^ — and  divers 
other  Dehfwns.  And  I  have  Reafon  to 
think,  had  thefe  Things  met  with  En- 
couragement, there  would  have  been  a 
confiderable  Harvef  of  this  Kind  of  Con- 
^verts''  . 

Therefore  I  obferve,   /^th}y^  that  Ec,fta- 
cies,    and   of  confequence  Fi/ions,  are  fre- 
quently vohmtary  y  they-  may  be,  and  have 
been,  counterfeited.    And  AI.  Cafaubofi  hath 
faid,  and  proved,  "  that  'tis  poffible,  with- 
out the  Concurrence  of  any  Supernatural 
Caufe,  for  any  one  Man  or  Woman  to  put 
themfelves  into  a  T^rance^  or  Ecjlacy^  when 
they  will.'*    Treatife  of  Enthufafn.  Ch.  3. 
The  whole  of  which  defer  ves  our  Peru  fa! . 
—  St.  Auftin  tells  us  of  "  one  Refitutus^Ciy/\i.T>s\, 
who   could,    whenever    he    was    delired,'"'^-'^^'^' 
quite  alienate  himfelf  from  his  Scnfes,  lie 
Uke  a  dead  Man,   fo  that  710  Breath  was 
perceptible    in    him  j    and    no   pinching, 
pricking,    or  burning,    could    make    him  .. 
feel."  —  Bodin  produceth  Variety  of  fuch,.  Dsmon. 
not  only   Moderns,  or  Saint-like   Perfons  ;^'^-^-'^-^' 
but    Heathens,    and    Atheijlic    Vifmiarics, 
long    before  Chrifiaiiity  was    in    being.'* 
Q_  For 
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For  Ecftacies  are  by  no  Means  peculiar  to 
Religion,  much  lefs  the  Chrijiian. 

What  the  Rehgion  of  Cardan  was. 
Ibid.  "  who  could  throw  himfelf  into  an  Ec- 
ftacy  whenever  he  pleafed,"  I  am  not 
certain.  But  that  genuine  Papiji,  Ph. 
NeriuSy  had  the  fame  Faculty  5  and,  by 
frequently  ufing  himfelf  to  Ecjiacies  and 
Raptures,  could  more  eafily  fall  into  one, 
than  another  think  of  any  common  Affair." 
'. —  And  that  Cheat  and  Impojiure  (out  of 
Wantonnefs  or  Pride,  &c.)  may  come  in 
for  a  Share ;  we  read  in  the  Life  of  St. 
Aldegonde,   who  was  almofk  all   Rapture^ 

Ctap.  4.  her  own  ConfeJJion,  "  that  Vifons  and  Rapts 
many  Times  are  but  pure  Imagination  and 
Fancy,  efpecially  in  Maids  and  Women  -, 
bat  moft  commonly  a  kind  of  working  in 
the  Brain  ;  with  a  fecret,  but  pernicious, 
Prefumption,  defirous  to  appear,  and  to 
have  fomething,  above  the  common,'*  — 
Cedde?.  "  Mary    of  Agreda'^    Raptures,    as    was 

yd.  III.  agreed  by  the  Lady  Abbefs  and  the  Nuns, 
(who  well  knew  the  Tricks  of  young 
Girls)  were  fuch  Hy/leric  Fits  as  young 
Girls  ufed  to  counterfeit.  But  her  Con- 
fejjor,  one  of  the  Francijcan  Fryers,  (who 
never  fail  to  (ham  them  upon  the  World 
for  JDivine  Ecjiacies)  makes  a  better  Ufe 
of  them,  declaring  them  to  be  Juperna- 
tural\  and  he  treats  the  Abbefs  very  fe- 
verely  for  Infidelity  ^   nor  would  reft  till 

he 


( I'.- ) 

he  got  her  difcharged."  And  we  have 
fcen  before  how  frequent  fuch  Impo/iures 
were  in  Spain. —  How  many  fuch  Tricks 
have  been  played  in  England  by  Popijb 
Prie/isj  for  the  Refioration  of  Popery,  may 
be  \ttn.  in  Gift's  Foot  out  of  the  Snare. 
Particularly  he  mentions  the  Cafe  of  one 
Thofnas  Newtony  who  pretended  he  had. 
a  Vifwn  of  the  Virgin  Mary  appearing  to 
him,  and  faying,  *  Newton,  fee  that  thou 
take  not  the  Oath  of  Allegiance.''  Being 
asked,  *  How  he  knew  it  to  be  the  Virgin 
Mary  *  replied,  becaufe  fhe  appeared  to 
him  in  the  Form  of  her  Ajjiimption,  &c." 
This  was  in  the  Year  1621  ;  and  for  the 
Truth  of  it,  the  Author  refers  to  the  High 
CommiJJion  Records. 

Nor  in  general  need  we  doubt,  but  that 
a  cunning  Man,  having  under  his  Manage- 
ment Perfons  of  tender  Nerves  and  weak 
Brains,  of  a  tra(5table  Difpofition,  or  ra- 
ther Indifpojition  of  Mind  or  Body, —  may 
infufe  fuch  Dofes  of  wild  DoSirines,  as 
eafily  to  work  them  up  into  a  Frenzy, 
and  teach  them  whatever  f  range  Sights 
the  Arch-Fnthufiafi  pleafeth.  And  the 
fame  may  be  faid  of  chofe  dreadful  Fits 
fo  common  among  Mr.  JVefley%  Follow- 
ers, "  Yellings,  Groanings,  Gnafliings, 
Foamings,  ConvuKions  and  Contortions, 
Curfes  and  Blafphemies,  dying  and  de- 
fpairing  Agonies,  ^c."  which  call  for  a 
0^2  farther 
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farther  Confideration ;  though  indeed  Jhock- 
ing  it  is  to  confider  them. 

§.  2  1.  A  fufficient  Detail  hath  already- 
been  given  of  thefe  lamejitahle  Cafes ;  and 
I  fliall  now  take  into  Confideration, — 
The  Nature  of  the  Dijorders, —  The  Cati- 
fes, — The  Cure^ —  and  other  rare  EffeSis ; 
as  we  find  them  fet  forth  in  the  wonderful 
foitrnals  \  and  in  which,  I  think,  confifts 
the  Grand  Myftery  of  Methodipn. 

As  to  the  Nature  of  the  Diforders,  mi- 
ferable  and  terrible  as  they  are,  Mr.  Wefley 
3  Journ.  affirms  often,    that  they   are    "  Confirma- 
p.  ^o,  A^'tiom  of  God's  Word,  — Wounds  b\  the  Sword 
of  the  Spirit^ — the  Power  of  God  upon  them, 
— the  Finger  of  God,    &c."    Thefe  were, 
"  loud  Cries  as  in  the  Agonies  of  Death, — =• 
Jinking  to  the  Earth,  and  dropping  on  every 
Side  as  Thunderftruck,  great  Drops  of  Sweat, 
all  their  Bones  Jhaking,   6cc."     Particular- 
Fag.  65.    ly   he  fays,    *'  I  had   an   Opportunity   of 
talking  with  Mr.  TVhitefeld  of  thofe  Out- 
ward  Signs,  which  had  fo  often   accom- 
panied the   Inward  Work    of  God.''      He 
was  it  feems,  as  to  this,  an  Unheliever  be- 
fore.    "  But  had  the  next  Day  an  Oppor- 
tunity  of  informing  himlelf  better.      For 
no  fooner  had    he    began  to  preach,    hwX. 
four  Perfons   funk  down  clofe  to  him,.al- 
,mofl  in  the  fame  Moment.     One  lay  with- 
out Senfe/ar   Motion,     A  fecond  trembled 

exceed- 
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exceedingly.  The  two  others  hz6.  Jircijg 
Cowoulfwns .  From  this  Time,  I  truft,  we' 
fhall  llifFer  God  to  caiiy  on  his  oiim  JVcrk, 
in  the  Way  that  pica jeth  hijn.'' 

And   from    this    Xinie    Mr.    WhitejieJd 
talks  much  in  the  fame  Style,    of  "  Peo-6  Joum. 
pie    ftruck   down,    under    great   ^^^^^^'^-fj  ^' lourn  ' 
with    Cries   and  Groans,   dropping  down,  p.  12. 
as  though  fiot  ^ivith  a  GiWy  by  the  great 
Power   of  God.     For  when  an    cxtraordi- 
nary  Work  is  carrying  on,    God  generally 
manifefts  himfelf  to    fome  Souls    in  this 
extraordinary  Maitner . ' ' 

If  thefe  Gentlemen    mean    only,    that 

God  is  the  efficient  Cauje  of  ail  Dijiempers, 

permits    fuch    Difa/lers,    or    ordains    the 

Courfe  of  Nature,  whereby  they  happen ; 

they  have   no  Adverfary  among  Beluvers. 

But  if  they   mean,    what  they   often  fay, 

that  they  are  not  Natural  Dtjlempers,  but 

extraordinary  Workings  of  God  in  the  Soul ; 

it  may  eafily  be  proved,  that  thefe   feveral 

outward  Signs  are  real  Difeafc,  mere  Dif- 

temper  j    if  any   Credit  may  be  given   to 

Philofophers   and    Phyficians^    both    before 

Chrijl  and  fince.    Heathens  and  Chrijiians; 

and  where  it  cannot  be  pretended  the  Work 

of  Metbodifm    was     concerned.       I    have 

looked   into   fome   of  the    mofl:    eminent 

Original  Authors^  as  well  as   Compilers  of 

Phyfical  DiBionaries,    and    find    there    all 

thofe  Diforders  of  Body  and  Mind^  (which 

the 
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the  Methodifi  Teachers  make  ufe  of  to  ferve 
a  Turn^  magfiify  their  MiJJion,  and  create 
Admiration^  &c.  )  with  their  rerpe(ltive 
Symptoms^  Indications  and  Circumjlances^  to 
be  mere  Dijiewper  ;  and  efpecially  in  thcfe 
particular  Circumftances,  which  our  Me^ 
thodijls  reprefent  as  extraordinary  Work^ 
ings  of  God^  Preternatural,  or  Superna- 
tural.  Thefe  I  fhall  put  together,  with- 
out any  manner  of  Addition  or  Alteration. 

**  In  that  convulfive,  nervous  Diforder, 
called  Hyjlericsy  the  Patients  are  affected 
with  divers  ftrange,  inconfiftent,  and  con- 
trary Symptoms  3  Pains  of  Body,  and 
Terrors  of  Mind ;  with  Variety  of  inor- 
dinate Sallies :  breathe  unequally,  feel  a 
Sort  of  choaking  in  the  Throat  like  flrang- 
ling;  a  violent  Palpitation,  that  the  By- 
ftanders  think  they  can  hear  the  Heart 
beating  againfl  the  Ribs ;  now  fpeechlefs, 
fenfelefs  and  motionlefs,  feeming  as  if  they 
were  dead,  the  Pulfe  being  fcarce  percep- 
tible :  then  again  uttering  a  wild  Noife, 
and  rambling  in  their  Talk :  have  alter- 
nate Fits  of  Joy  and  Sorrow,  Laughing 
and  Crying  :  are  calm,  weak,  fad,  fearful 
and  fufpicious ;  grow  ftiff  and  immove- 
able, and  again  flexible  :  then  falling  into 
a  Fit  of  Rage,  Quarrelling,  and  Debac- 
chation  ;  fo  ftrong  as  fcarce  to  be  held  by 
three  or  four  Perfons :  Sometimes  in  the 
utmoft  Dejection,  Terror  and  Defpair,  pre- 

faging 
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faging  dlfmal  Things ;  fo  much  torment- 
ed, that  they  feem  in  a  Sort  of  Vur" 
gat  or y.'' 

**  In  Hypocho?idriacs  {^analogous  to  Hyf- 

terics  in    Women)  as  well  as    Melancholy^ 

from  a  Malignity  of  Blood  from  the  black 

Bile,  we  find  mofi:  of  the  fame  Symptoms ; 

Pain  in  the  Stomach,  Windinefs,  Swelling 

or  Diftortion  of  the  Hypochondrium,    a 

large  Pulfe  under  their  Ribs  j  a  dry  Cough, 

Head-ach,  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  Palpi* 

tations.   Paintings,    Swoonings,    Deliriouf- 

nefs,   hideous   Cryings  out,    various  Con- 

vulfions  and  Diflortions,  and  Fits  like  the 

Epilepfy  :  The  Sufferer  affedled  as  much  in 

Mind,  as  in  Body ;  differently  full  of  Sad- 

nefs.  Fear,  Sufpicions ;    and  of  Prefump- 

tion,  Joy  and  Exultation  5  dejected,  calm 

and   quiet  J    coniiderate,  raih,  raging,  and 

quarrelling  :  the  Animal  Spirits  taking  un- 

ufual,    oblique,   or   tranfverfe   Vagaries  in 

the  Brain,  thence  fpring  new,  incoherent 

and  abfurd  Fancies  j  from  black  and  heavy 

Blood,  moving  fluggifhly,  proceed  difmal 

Horrors  and  Defpairings,  feeling  Plell,  and 

being  damned.     When  the  Humours  are 

well  ftirred  up,  the  Blood  begins  to  boil, 

and   the   Heat  rarefies    and    difperfes   the 

lumping  Mafs  >    then,  deceived   by  Fan- 

taftic  Illufions,  they   are  apt  to  conceive, 

and  really  believe,  gi'cat  Tubings  of  them- 

fehes ; 
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fehcs ;  affecS;  Drcinifyy  and  difcourfe  with 
Gods  and  Angels.  In  general,  their  Ima- 
gination is  feldom  quiet  3  they  are  almoft 
always  thinking,  and  always  thinking  er^ 
roneoiifly  :  Day  and  Night  chiefly  intent 
on  little  Things,  without  any  Thought  of 
material  Points  ;  vallly  lolicitous  about 
Trifles,  as  if  Salvation  depended  on  them : 
reprefenting  Things  to  themfelves  more 
and  larger  than  they  are,  as  in  a  multi- 
plying, or  magnifying  Glafs ;  raifing  few 
and  fmall  Oflx^nces  into  many  and  great, 
and  confefling  '  heinous.  Sins,  of  which 
they  were  never  guilty." 

"  From  the  preceding  Diftempers  they 
are  apt  to  fall  into  Epilepf.es  :  Wherein  a 
cruel  Convulfion  feizeth  the  Patients  at 
once,  cafting  them  forcibly  to  the  Ground, 
as  Thunderftruck  ;  they  loofe  their  Senfes, 
and  becoming,  delirious^  ramble  in  their 
Talk ;  laugh,  or  weep  5  pray,  and  fpeak 
religioufly  j  curfs,  blafpheme,  talk  ob- 
fcenely  or  profanely  ;  fometimes  howl  hor- 
ridly, fliriek,  roar,  grind  their  Teeth,  foam 
at  the  Mouth,  loll  out  the  Tongue  j  trem- 
ble, and  are  varioufly  convulfed  and  dif- 
torted  :  Sometimes  they  liear  and  fee  many 
ftrange  Things  ;  fpeak  unknown  Lan« 
guages,  difcover  Secrets,  prophefy  j  ftruck 
fometimes  with  an  intenfe  Cold,  or  feel 
a  cold  Vapour  running  along  the  Back, 
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&c:'     The   Poet  has  well  defcribed   thisLucrer. 
dreadful  Diflemper ;  v'erf.^* 

Subitd  vi  morbi  ftepe  coa5lus 

Ante  oculos  aliquis  mjiros^  ut  ftdminis  i^u, 
Concidit^  et  /pumas  agit^  ingemit^  et  tremit  artus^ 
Deftpit,   ex  ten  tat  nervos,   torquetur,   anhelat 
Inconjlanter^   et  in  ja^ando  membra  fatigat^  &c. 

And  if  to  all  this  wc  add  the  Amaze- 
ments, and  Staggerings  in  Vertigoes  and 
fwooning  Fits,  with  all  the  fuprizing  Gq{- 
ticulations  in  Convulfions ;  nothing  will 
be  wanting  to  complete  the  Methodijitcal 
Symptoms,  And  if  the  Reader  keeps  in 
Mind  what  was  faid  before,  (or  efpecially 
turns  back  to  §.  5.)  he  will  be  apt  to 
think,  that  the  feveral  extraordinary  Mo- 
tions in  this  unhappy  SeSl  are  eafily  ac- 
counted for  from  Natural  Dijiemper,  Ef- 
pecially as  the  above  Authors  have  their 
Accounts  from  Arifiotle^  Hippocrates,  Ga- 
len, &c.  as  well  as  from  their  oivn  Prac^ 
tice,  and  have  corroborated  all  by  Variety 
of  Examples,  antient  and  modern,  Pagan 
and  Chrtjlian.  And  they  generally  agree 
there  is  fome  Diforder  of  the  Brain  in 
the  Cafe  -,  that  all  is  a  Degree,  or  Species, 
of  Frenzy  and  Madnefi,  and  apt  to  bring 
on  the  worft  EfFedts  of  them. —  A  Mis- 
fortune too  well  known,  and  too  horrid 
Jikewife^  to  be  enlarged  upon. 

R  Popijh 
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Pcpijh   Parallels    of  this   Nature   may 
P'<^v.     be  had  in  Abundance.     "  St.  ^erefa  blef- 
Q^>"^',-.  fed  God,  that  flie  had  very  little  H&alth -, 
and  file  was   afflidled  with  the  mod  grie- 
vous Diftempers  for  twenty-two  Years  to- 
Ibid.      gether. —  St.  Catherine  of  Vienna  flruggled 
Apr.  30.  ^jj.|^  Devilsy  and   was  grievoufly  tortured 
with  Fevers,   and  various  cruciating   Dif- 
.^  Life,     eafes. —  Mary  M.  of  Pazzi  w:^^  grievoufly 
^^'    ^'  diftempered  for  five  Years  together  j  and  all 
looked  upon    her   as  another  job  upon  a 
Life.     Dunghill.  —  Mary  of  Agreda  was  vifited 
■   '  ^^'  with   fo  many  painful   Difeafes,   that  flie 
Life,     fcarce  had  an  Hour's  Reft.  —  Francis   of 
Sales  had  fuch  a  deep  Melancholy,  that  no- 
thing   in    Nature    could    raife    him,  —  a 
faiindice   from  Head  to  Foot  j  his  Blood 
fo  heated  that  he   fell   into   a   Fever.  St. 
Francis     was    diftempered    much,     efpe- 
cially  in  the  Liver  and  Spleen,  and   Sto- 
mach,   all  proceeding    from    his  corporal 
Severities."  —  Ay,  there  is  the  Cafe  ;  they 
had  ail  Variety  o{  T)iflempers,  to  which,  we 
may  well  afcribe  their  various  Tumults  of 
Mind,  and   Jadations  of  Body  j  their  £<:- 
fades,  Vifions,    Revelations  -,  their  SanBity 
and  Canonization  j    efpecially   as  the   Dif- 
tempers happened  where  there  was  a  -na- 
turally Fanatical  Head, 

And  feeing  how  artful  the  Methodifts 
are  in  making  Difeafes  to  be  the  Workings 
of  God's  Spirit,   and   Signs  of  Grace  and 

SanBity  y 
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Zandltty 'y  we  may  conclude,  that  all  their 
HolineJJeSy  Mr.  JViifleyy  Mr.  Whitejleld,  and 
the  Pope,  have  embraced  the  Religion  of 
their  Pagan  Prcdccejjbrs,  who  (as  we  read 
in  divers  Authors)  confecrated  moft  kinds 
of  Diftempers  of  the  Body,  and  AfFedions 
of  the  Mind  -,  eredled  Temples  and  Altars 
to  Fevers^  Palenefs,  Madnefs^  and  Death  j 
to  Laughter^  Liiftj  Contumely,  Impudence^ 
and  Calumny.  Every  ftrange  Diforder,  as 
well  as  Epilepfyy  is  the  Sacred  Difeafe ; 
and, 

— Sua  cuique  Deusjit  dlra  Cupido. 
Each  bold  Fancy  grows  into  a  God. 

But  It  mufl  be  remembered  this  Dif- 
temper  was  called  alfo  Morbus  Comitialis  -, 
becaufe  if  any  one  fell  into  it  during  the 
Ajj'embly,  it  was  11  fatal  Omen,  and  they 
immediately  broke  up.  Whereas  the  ylf- 
femblies  of  Methodijis  confift  of  fuch  ;  the 
more  TiunblerSy  the  more  Sacred  is  the 
Meeting  j  and  they  triumph  in  the  Fall 
of  their  miferable  Brethren. 

§.  22.  Notwithftanding  this  Thyfical 
Account,  and  although  it  be  a  general 
Maxim,  that  where  there  is  a  plain  natural 
Solution,  we  need  not  enquire  for  Juper^ 
natural  Means  j  neither  Papijl,  nor  Me- 
thodijl,  will  own  this  to  be  their  Cafe ; 
but  will  be  flarting  Obje5fions  and  Ex» 
R  2  ceptions. 
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ceptiom.     Sometimes,  however,    they  are 
fo   good  as  to    allow    real   DiJIemper,    or 
elfe  a  mixed  Cafe ;   fometimes  'tis  7io  na- 
tural Dijlemper^  but  proceeding  either  from 
a  gOQd,  or  evil  Spirit.     As  to  real  Difiem- 
per,   'tis  the  firil  Direction  in  the   Roman 
Ritual^  de  Exorcizandis^    "  that  the  Ex- 
orcift  muft  not  eafily  beheve  a   Pofjeffion ; 
but   muft  know   the    Marks    whereby    a 
poj/e/f'ed  Fev [on  is  diilinguidied  from  thofe 
who  are  troubled  with  the  l>lack  Bile,  or 
Bouhours  any  other  Difeafe.''     St.  Ignatius  was  a- 
\tL<L,  ware  of  this  Truth  ♦,  when  a  Maid  thought 
p.  127.     to  be  pojfejj'ed^  and  raging  violently  with 
Contortiom    all     over     her    Body,     being 
brought,  Ignatius   faid,    fhe   was   not  pof- 
fejjed'^    and   that  thefe  extraordinary  Mo- 
tions  proceeded    from    a    natural    Caufe ; 
and  that  if  the  Devil  had  any  Share  in  it, 
it  was  only  in  troubling  the  Imagination 
of  the  fick  Perfon.     *^  He  then  made  the 
Sign  of  the  Crofs  upon  her,  and  her  Fury 
prefently  ceafed."     You  fee  the  Saijjt  loft 
nothing  by  this  Conceffion,  when  he  had 
the  Honour  of  a  miraculous  Cure. 

Mr.  Wejley  too  will  own  a  Natural 
Dijiemper^  when  he  has  a  good  Reafori 
for  it.  As  iov  Inftance  in  the  Cafe  of 
3  Journ.  one  of  the  French  Prophets.  *'  She 
P*  ^*'  came  in, —  and  foon  after  leaned  back  in 
her  Chair,  and  feemed  to  have  ftrong 
Workings  in   her  Breaft,  with  deep  Sigh- 


ings, 
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ings.  fler  Head  and  Hands,  and,  by 
Turns,  every  Part  of  her  Body  feemed 
alfo  to  be  in  a  kind  of  CQ?iviilfroe  Motion. 
-^  She  fpoke  much  (all  in  the  Perfori  of 
God,  and  moftly  in  Scripture  Words)  of 
the  fulfilling  of  the  Prci^/jfc/Vj,  the  coming 
of  Chrijl  now  at  Hand,  and  the  fpreading 
of  the  Gojpel  over  all  the  Earth.  —  Two 
or  three  of  our  Company  were  much  af- 
fedled,  and  believed  flie  fpoke  by  the 
Spirit  of  God.  But  this  was  in  no  wife 
clear  to  me.  The  Motion  might  be  ei- 
ther Hyfterical  or  Artificial  -,  and  the  fame 
Words  any  Perfon  of  a  good  Underftand- 
ing,  and  well  verfed  in  Scripture,  might 
have  fpoken." 

Hath    not  Mr.  Wefley  cut  up  his  own 
Inftitution  by  the  Roots  ?  Here  is  a  Per- 
fon  of  a  fimilar  Difpcnfation  with  MethO" 
difm,    with    the  fame    bodily   Motions  and 
Contorfons,   and   talking    more    religioufly 
than   the  Methodi/is  in  their  Fits ;  teach- 
ing too   Mr.   Wefcfs  fa'vouriie  Dodirine  ; 
and  yet  fhe  may  be  Hyfterical,  or  a  Cheat. 
Some  of  his  Followers  thought  flie  fpoke 
from  God.     And  why  not,  if  they  thought 
their  own  Dijpenfation  was  from  God  ?  But 
mark   Mr.    Wejlefs  good   Rcafon   for    his 
Opinion.     He  was  afraid  the  French  Pro^ 
phets   were    drawing   away   his    Difciples. 
And  this  Reafon  he  hath  luckily  difcover- 

ed 
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3  Journ.  ed.     For   he   faith   afterwards,    "  I  called 
^'^°'       on    one,    who  did  run   well,  till   he  was 

hindered  by  fome  of  thofe  called  French 
Prophets,  Woe  unto  the  Prophets,  faith  the 
Lord,  who  prophejy  in  my  Name,  and  I 
have  not  fent  them''  He  hits  himfelf  a 
Slap  in  the  Face,  rather  than  bear  a  Com- 
petitor in  Saint jlnp  •  and  his  Quarrels  with 
the  Moravian  Leaders,  and  poor  Mr. 
WeHsy    TV  hit  e field,  fliew,  ih'dljiealiiig  the  Hearts  of 

4  Journ.   j^-^  People  is  a  capital  Offence,    and   that 

a  Rival  in.  Lnthufiaftic  Ambition  is  not  to 
be  endured.  —  This  Cafe  puts  me  in  Mind 
of  a  Story  I  have  heard  of  a_  Madman  in 
Bedlam,  who  being  in  a  lucid  Interval, 
went  about  the  Houfe,  and  gave  fome 
Strangers  an  Account  of  the  Place ;  he 
very  calmly  and  rationally  told  the  Rea- 
fons  of  each  Perfon's  DifiraBion ;  till  at 
length  coming  to  one,  he  faid,  "  this 
Man  run  mad  with  Pride,  and  pretend- 
ed to  be  the  Holy  Ghofi.  But  I  am  he ;  I 
am  the  Ploly  Ghofi.''  And  then  run  on 
raving  in  a  wonderful  Manner. 
5  Journ.  Mr.  Weficy  confeifeth  another  Cafe  of 
P*  ^3-4-  real  Difieraper  in  Mifs  Gr.  who  had  been 
in  one  of  their  Bands.  "  She  had  lately 
been  raving  mad,  in  Confequence  of  a 
Fever,  and  as  fuch  v^as  tied  down  to  her 
Bed.  W^hen  fhe  was  fuffered  to  go  a- 
broad,  fhe  went  to  Mr.  Whitefield -,  —  but 
he  quickly  perceived  flie  was  only  a  Lu- 

ftatiCy 
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7iatic^  the  Nature  of  her  Diforder  foon 
betraying  itfelf."  -As  the  Nature  of  tloe 
Diforder  had  as  much  betrayed  itfelf 
in  many  Metkodijis^  how  happens  it 
that  in  this  Cafe  Fever  and  Madnefs  are 
allowed  ?  Why,  it  fcems  Mifs  Gr.  had 
laid,  "  that  Mr.  Wefcy  and  other  M'- 
tloodijis  ivere  Papijh.'"  And  fhoiild  not 
fuch  an  abufhe  Tongue  be  diftinguifhed 
from  true  Methodifi  Lunacy  ? — even  though 
it  hath  been  neceflary  to  fend  fome  of 
the  latter  Sort  to  Bedlam. 

§.23.  Keep  but  clofe  to  your  Order, 
hold  faft  your  Cant,  and  Mr.  PFefey  will 
contend  Tooth  and  Nail,  nay  will  prove, 
that  the  bodily  Signs  of  horrid  Fits  and 
Convu41ions  cannot  be  Natural  Dijkm- 
per  in  his  faithful  SeSiaries,  Take  an 
Inftance,  or  two. 

''  Mr.  Wefley  intending  to  fpeak  on  3  Journ. 
Ro?nans  iii.  19.  could  not  open  his  Mouth,"  P-  5^* 
till  the  Ligature  is  difTolved  by  his  Coun- 
ter-Charm, and  making  a  Lottery  of  the 
Scriptures^  and  "  begging  God  to  direB, 
he  opens  the  Book  on  Hebreivs  x.  19.  Then, 
while  he  was  fpeaking  earneftly,  fome  funk 
down  ;  others  exceedingly  trembled  and 
quaked  \  fome  were  torn  with  a  convulfvDe 
Motion,  in  every  Bart  of  their  Bodies,  fo 
violently,  that  often  four  or  five  Perfons 
could  not  hold   one    of  them.      I  have 
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feen  many  Hyftericaly  and  many  Eptlep-- 
ileal  Fits  5  but  none  of  them  were  like 
thefe  in  many  Refpetts."  That  he  has 
feen  many,  among  his  own,  I  make  not 
the  lead  Doubt.  But  is  htfure  he  knows 
all  the  Symptoms  in  fuch  Cafes  ?  Sure  am 
I,  that  in  every  refpeB  Phyjkians  have 
proved  this  to  be  the  Cafe  m  common 
Hyjlerics  and  Epileptics. 

Again ;  "  He  enquires  into  the  Cafe  of 
thofe  who  cried  out  aloud,  during  his 
Preaching.  —  All  of  them,  (I  think,  not 
one  excepted  )  were  Perfons  in  perfe5i 
Health,  not  fubjed:  to  Fits  of  any  kind, 
till  they  were  thus  affeded.  This  came 
upon  every  one  of  them  in  a  Moment^ 
without  any  previous  Notice.  Some  faid, 
they  felt  as  if  a  Sword  was  running  through 
them;  others,  that  they  thought  a  great 
Weight  lay  upon  them.  Some  faid,  they 
were  quite  choaked,  and  could  not  breathe: 
others,  that  their  Hearts  fwelled  ready  to 
burji :  and  others,  as  if  their  Heart,  and 
all  their  Infide  and  whole  Body,  were  tear- 
ing to  Pieces.  Thefe  Symptoms  I  cannot 
impute  to  any  Natural  Caufe."  —  And  yet 
thefe  feveral  Symptoms  have  appeared  be- 
fore, from  full  Authority y  to  be  real  Na- 
tural Diflempers :  not  excepting  the  Parti- 
cular of  "  dropping  in  a  Moment,  though 
they  were  in  perfeB  Health  before."  I 
am  not  obliged  to  believe  it.     But  let  it 

pafs 
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pafs  for  Truth.  'Tis  a  common  Thing  : 
and  why  fo  many  fall  all  together^  and 
juft  after  one  another^  among  his  Hearers^ 
will  afterwards  appear. 

§.24.  Let  us  next  proceed  to  the  Cazifes 
of  thefe  lamentable  Diforders,  horrid  Co?i~ 
vulfionSy  ScreamingSj  &c.  where  fomething 
will  again  fall  in  of  the  Nature  of  them. 
And  as  far  as  they  arc  natural  Di/iem" 
pers,  no  doubt  but  they  are  owing  to  the 
fame  Caufe  in  Methodijisj  as  in  other  Peo- 
ple. Here  we  find  the  Faculty  pretty  well 
agreed  ;  and  ■  imputing  the  aforefaid  Dif- 
tempers,  — "  to  ftifling  Air  in  clofe 
Rooms ;  bad  Diet,  Indigeftions,  Crudities, 
and  Flatulencies  -,  to  being  expofed  to  wet. 
Cold,  or  violent  Heats;  to  long  Watch- 
ings  and  Faftings ;  to  Suppreffions  ^  to 
fudden  Frights,  Wounds  and  Blows,  giv- 
ing a  Concufiion  to  the  Brain  :  —  To  di- 
vers AfFe<ftions;  Paffions  and  Perturba- 
tions of  the  Mind;  Love,  Jealoufy,  Fear, 
Shame-  Sorrow,  Anger,  Envy,  Malice, 
great  Difappointments,  or  great  Expecta- 
tions ;  to  Ambition  and  Pride,  fwclling 
till  they  are  ready  to  burft ;  to  deep  Co- 
gitation, efpecially  intent  upon  o?ie  Ohje5l, 
6cc.  Thele  operating  in  various  FCinds  and 
Degrees,  according  to  Men's  different  Hu- 
mours and  Conftitutions ;  working  ftrong- 
ly  in  ErJhufwJIic  Headsj  where  the  Ani- 
S  mal 
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mal    Spirits    and    Brains   are    mod    dif- 
turbed."    . 

Such  Talk,  however,  will  not  go  far 
with  Mr.  Wejley  and  his  AjJ'ociates.  Their 
extraordinary  Cafes  can  arife  from  no  Pr/«- 
ciple  in  Nature^  but  muft  proceed  from  a 
higher  Caufe,  fupernaturaly  or  preternatU' 
rah,  either  from  a  good,  or  evil  Spirit, 

Mr.  Wejley  accordingly,  I  hope,  ad:s  by 
his  Infiru^ion,  as  found  in  the  Roman  Rt^ 
tual  de  Exorcizandis,  "  In  the  firfl  Place, 
the  Exorciji  muft  not  eafily  believe  any 
one  to  be  pofj'ej[ed  by  the  Devil,  but  muft 
well  know  the  Sig7ts,  whereby  one  pojjejjed 
is  diftinguiftied  from  thofe  who  labour 
under  the  black  Bile,  or  any  Dijiemper.'* 
Know  the  SigJts  ?  Yes,  furely.  And  he 
producer h  fome  Cafes,  which  can't  be  the 
Effed:  of  Natural  Dijiemper  5  as  being  un^ 
common  and  unaccountable,  what  Phyficiam 
can't  account  for  from  Nature,  but  owil  a 
fuperior  Caufe. . —  One  might  perhaps  beg 
his  Pardon  here,  and  by  no  means  allov/ 
the  Confequence,  For  there  are  many  oc-^ 
cult  ^lalities,  fecret  Powers  in  Nature^ 
whereof  we  fee  the  Operation  and  EffeBs ; 
though  we  are  not  able  to  affign  the 
Manner  and  Reafon,  And  the  Popijh  Wri- 
Coraplem.  ters  Upon  Exorcifms  allow,  "  that  'tis  very 
Art.  Exor.  ^ji^cult  to  determine,  whether  a  Perfon 
'^'  ^"  Jdc  poJJeJJed,  or  not ;  many  of  the  fame 
Signs  concurring  in  Melancholy  and  Hyjle-' 

rical 
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rlcal  Diflempers."      But   let    us    iee  his 
Cafes.     *'  Although   they   faw  Signs   and  ^^'eflcy. 
JVonderSy  they  would   not  beheve.     Some  p_  .q[^' 
faid,   *  Thefe  were  pure  Natural  EffeBs-, 
the  People  fainted  away,  only  becaufe  of 
the  Heat  and  Clofenefs  of  the    Rooms.'   To 
Day,  our  Lord  anfwered  for  himfelf.  For 
while  I  was  preaching, — he  began  to  make 
bare  his  Arm^  not  in  a  cloje  Roomy  neither  in 
private t  but  in  the  open  Air,  before  Thou- 
fands.     One    and   another   was   ftruck   to 
the   Earth,  ^c."     He  triumphs  much  a- 
gainfl  the  Argument  from  a  clofey  ftifiing 
Place,     But  are  there  not  numerous  Natii- 
ral  Caufes  befides  that  ?  —  "  While  I  was    ibid, 
preaching  in   Newgate^    a  Woman   broke    P"  ^^' 
out   into   ftrong  CrieSj  and  all  her  Bofjes 
foook.     A  Phyficiany  who  had  known  her 
many  Years,  obferving  every  Symptom^  was 
clearly  convinced  it  was  not  Frauds    nor 
any  Natural  Diforder :    but   acknowledg- 
ed the  Finger  of  God."    What  Sir  !  You 
have  often  declared  your  Contempt  of  Phy- 
JicianSy    and  thofe    eminent  in    their    Pro- 
feflion,  as  ignorant  of  the  Caufes,  Nature y 
and  Cure  of  your  Methodiftical  Maladies-^ 
and  do  you  appeal  to  a  Newgate-Phyficiany 
to  bear  Teftimony  in  your  Favour  ?  Why 
did  you  not  name  the  Man  ?  I  well   re- 
member, that  in  that  famous  Impojlure  of 
Martha  BroJJier  (of  which  there  is  a  par-  HiPvor. 
ticular  Account  by  Thuanus)  fhe  was  grie-  '^'  '^^ 
S  2  voufly 
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voufly  dijlorted  and  convulfedj  and  had  all 
the  Symptoms  of  a  PoJJeJIion,  for  which  flic 
Was  brought  to  Paris  to  be  cxorcifed.  The 
moji  celebrated  Fhyficians  being  confulted, 
declared,    it  was  much  of  Impojiure^    and 
fomething  of  Dijiemper  ;    but  nothing  pre- 
ternatural.     But    afterwards    other  Pbyfi- 
cians  were  introduced  by  Father  Seraphin 
the  Exorcijt^  in   the   Abfence  of  the  for- 
mer j    and  thefe   attefted   that   it   was    no 
Difiemper,    but    Diabolical   PoJJeJJton  ;     or 
fomething  preternatural.      The   Girl   re- 
peats her  Agitations,  and  Seraphin  his  Ex^- 
orcifms  3  till  at  length  the  Fraud  was  de- 
te<5ted,    as  intended  to  raife  a  Sedition  in 
the  State,  to  the  everlafting  Confufion  of 
fuch   defigning  Impojlors. 
5  /Journ.        Mr.   Wejley   brings    the   Cafe    of  Mr. 
^•^''      Meyrick.      "  His    Pulfe   was   gone.      He 
had   been  fpeechlefs   and  fenfelefs  for  fome 
time.     A  few  of  us  joined  in  Prayer.    Be- 
fore  we  had  done,  his   Senfe   and  Speech 
returned.     Now  he  that  will  account  for 
this  by  Natural  Caufes,  has  my  free  Leave. 
But  I  chufe  to  fay,    this  is  the  Power  of 
God,    &c."      A  Miracle-monger  will,    no 
Doubt,  chufe  to  fay  this.     But  'tis  no  very 
uncommon,    or   extraordinary   Thing    for  a 
Perfon   from   Natural  Caufes   to  loofe   all 
thefe  Senfes,  and  recover  them.     Semiertui 
Dc  Viciis  particularly   mentions   Epilepfes,    Syncopes, 
Vocis.      Supprejjions,  as  the  Natural  Caufes. 

Phyficiam- 
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Fh^/icians    can    account    alfo   for    that 
mad  Night-Scene^  when  "  fo   many  Me-  w^fley 
thodijls    between    two    and    three    in   the^  Ij^^ 
Morning  made  fuch  a  confufed  Noife,  as 
if  a  Number  of  Men  were  all  putting  to 
the  Sivord,'*     For  the  Blood  and  Bile  (as 
Sennertus   again   fays )    grow  hot   by    too  Dc  Vlgjl. 
much   Watching',    and  thence  Fevers  and 
DeIiriotif72efsy  and  Convulfwns  -,  efpecially  in 
bilious  and  melancholy  Conjiitutions ^   where 
the  Brains  are  moft  liable  to  be  difturbcd." 
—They  can  account  too  for  the  wild  En- 
tbufiafms  of  "  Satn.   Hitchens,   who  wan- 
dered about  the  Fields  by  Night,  and  often 
threw  himfelf  on  the  Earth ;"  —  and  of 
"  the  Boy,    who  ran  away  from  his  Pa-  Wefley 
rents,  lurking  about  for  feveral  Days  and^  ■^°"*^"" 
Nights  together,  fuffering  Cold  and  Hunger, 
once  three  whole  Days  w']X\\ou\.  Sujlenance.'* 
For   a   long   Continuance   in   any   one  of 
thefe  Hardlhips,  much  more  all  in   Con- 
jundlion,  will  be  fufficient  for  producing 
the  difmal  Effedi. 

§.25.  But  as  our  Methodift  Teachers  are 

difpofed  to  exclude  Nature^  and  call  in  a 

fuperior  Caufe  j  let  them   take  their  own 

Way.     I  am  not  much  inclined  either  to 

confute,  or  conteji,  what  they  fay. 

—  Neque  te  teneo,  neque  diBa  refello, 
I,  fequerc  Italiam, 

But 
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But  they  will  give  me  Leave  to  obferve, 
to  v^hat  different  J  and  even  dire(Sly  oppo^ 
Jite  and  contrary  Caufes  they  afcribe  their 
outward  Signs,  grievous  bodily  Convul- 
lions  and  Diftortions ;  Screamings,  Roar- 
ings, Tumblings,  &c.  as  well  as  various 
DiJlraBiom  of  Mind.  Thefe  Caufes  are  no 
lefs  contrary y  than  God  and  the  Devil  % 
the  fupremely  good  Spirit,  and  the  fu- 
premely  evil  One;  and  this  in  the  very 
fame  Particulars,  Wherein  it  behoveth 
me  to  be  pretty  cautious  and  exaSi  5  other- 
wife  I  fhall  be  heavily  accufed. 

And,  Firft,    I  fhall  introduce  them  as 
making  God  the  Caufe.      And   thus  Mr. 
3  Journ.  Wejley;    "  We  called  upon  God  to  con- 
^*  ^^'      firm  his  Word.     Immediately  one  cried  out 
aloud  with  the  uttnoji  Vehemence,  even  as 
in  the  Agonies  of  Death.  —  Soon  after  two 
other  Perfons  were  feized  v^i'C^yftrong  Fain, 
Ibid,     and  conftrained  to  roar.''     So  again,  "   I 
p-  42-    prayed  that  God  would  bear  Witnefs  to 
his  Word.      Immediately   one,  and  ano- 
ther, and  another y^^«^  to  the  Earth  :  they 
dropped  on  every   Side,    as  Thunderfiruck, 
One  of  them  cried  aloud. — One  fo  wound-* 
ed  by  the   Sword  of  the   Spirit,  that  you 
would  have   imagined  fiie  could  not  live 
tt  -0.    a  Moment.'*  — '*  God  made  bare  his  Holy 
Arm.      One,    and   another,    and   another 
was  jlruck  to  the  Earth,  exceedingly  trem- 
P.  62.    ^^^H  ^t  ^^  Prejence  of  God.''  —  "Seven 

or 
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or  eight  Perfons  were  conftrained  to  roar 
aloud,  while  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit  was 
dividing    a/under   their  Souls  and  Spirits^ 
and  Joints,    and  Marrow,**  "^  A   deeper  5  Joura. 
Work   in  many  Souls  j  —  many  trembled"^'  77»  73^ 
exceedingly-,  fix,  or  feven  (both  Men  and 
Women)   dropped  down  as  dead.      Some 
cried  out,  —  others  would,   but  their  Voice 
was  lojl. — In  the  Evening  God  was  pleafed 
to  wound  many  more."     But  particularly 
obfervable  is  what  follows ;  "  I  preached    Ibid.- 
at  Weavers-Hall,     It  was  a  Glorious  Time.  ?•  ^7? 
Several  dropped  to  the  Ground,  as  if  firuck 
by  Lightning.     Some  cried  out  in  Bitter^ 
nefs  of  Soul.     In  this  acceptable  Time,  &c." 
And  what    fays   Brother  Whitefield  on 
the  fame  Side  ?   He  was  firft  let  into  this 
Secret  by  Mr.  Wefley  -,  when  "  upon  his  vvefley 
(Mr.  Whitefield'^)  Vvt^Q\\mg,  four  Perfons  3  journ. 
funk  down  clofe  to  him  ;  — •  without  SenfeV-  ^i'^* 
or  Motion,  —  in  flrong  Convuljions,    with 
Jirohg  Cries  and  Tears.     From  this  Time, 
I  truft,   we   {hall  fufFer  God  to  carry  his 
own  Work,  in  the  Way  th^t  pleafeth  him.** 
After  this  Mr.  Whitefield,  finding  in  him- 
felf  fuch  Power,    goes  on    triumphantly. 
**  A  young  Woman  ftruck  down  by  the  Whitef. 
Power  of  God's  Word, — has  continued  ever  ^  Jour"- 
fince,  as  St.  Paul  did,  Sick  in  £0^',  and^  *'^' ^ 
under  great  Agonies  of  Soul.  —  God  gene- 
rally manifcfts    himfelf  to   fome   Souls  in 
this    extraordinary     Manner,  '*      At    my 

Preach- 
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P.  42-    Preaching,    Thoufands    cried    out,     fome 

faintedy  others  cried  out,  as   if  they  were 

^^^^,     in  the  fiarpeji  Jlgonies  of  Death,     Never 

did  I  fee  a  more  Glorious  SighL"—*^'  Some 

flruck  pale  as  Death,  others  lying  on  the 

Ground,    others  Jinking  by   the   fFord  of 

7  Journ.  God.''  —  Mr.   B //  dropped   down,    as 

p- 1->  ^^'  thou^  fiot  with  a  Gun  ;  —  by  the  Power 
of  God's   Word."      "  The   Lord   mani- 
.  ..     fefted  his  Glory.     One  was  Jlruck  down  by 
p.  57.    ithe  Power  of  the  Word  J'  —  "  The  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  came   down   Hkc   a   rufhing, 
mighty    Wind ;    immediately    there    was 
Jhrieking  in    every  Corner   of   the   Con- 
gregation ;  Men's  Hearts  failing  them  for 
Feary  many  falling.''  —  One  Jlruck  down, 
his    Body   exceeding  weak,    could  fcarce 
'"'  ■ ;     move  all  the  Night  after.     God  was  work- 
.^l,3.,^/77g-  powerfully  in  his  Soul. —  Twelve  Per- 
p.  75.    fons  dropped  down  here  and  there." — "  The 
Holy  Ghojl  enabled  ?ne  to  fpeak   fo,   that 
one  Woman  was  thrown  into  Jlrong  Convul- 
Jions ;   others  were  in  great  Agonies,'* 

Thus  far  then  God  is  afferted  to  be  the 
Caufe  of  thefe  feemingly  horrible  Fits ;  the 
mojl  vehement  Outcries,  "Roarings,  and 
'\y -Jlrong  Pains  I  Sinkings,  Droppings  to  the 
Ground,  —  as  Jlruck  with  Lightning  and 
thunder  -,  —  exceeding  T^remblings,  Fallings 
down  as  dead.  Voice  loji,  ftrong  Convul- 
Jions,   without  Senfe  or  Motion,  Paintings, 

Jinking 
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Jinking  as  if  JJ:ot  with  a  Gun ;   Shriekings^ 
Terrors^  and  Fallings, 

§.  26.  But  as  thefe  inconfijlent  Ramblers 
can't  be  long  in  one  Mind ;  we  are  next 
to  obferve  them  wheeling  about,  unravel- 
ling their  Web,  and  afcribing  the  Jame  Par- 
ticuiars  to  God's  grand  Adverfary,  the  De- 
vil. Well  then  !  (To  borrow  Mr.  Wejlef^ 
Motto). 

—  Agedum,  pauca  accipe  contra, 

Mr.  Whitejield  having  told  us  of  "  five 6  Journf 
Perfons  in  Agonies  fo  ftrong,  as  if  affected P-  3^* 
with  FzVj,"  adds,  *'  Some  fuch  Agonies,  I 
believe,  2xefrom  the  Devil.     And  he  will 
no  doubt   endeavour  by  thefe  to  bring  a?i 
evil  Report  on  the  Work  of  God** 

Mr.  JVeJley  once  acquainted  his  Follow-  3  joum: 
ers,  that  "  thefe  involuntary  Effects  wroughtP-  ^^* 
upon  their  Bodies  might  be  from  God-j  and 
might  ?iot.     While   I   was   fpeaking,  one 
before  me  dropped   down   as   dead ;    and 
prefently  a  fecond,  and  a  third."     But  in 
other  Places  he  fays,  "  A  young  Man  funk    ibid, 
down  as  dead  i  but  foon  began  to  roar  out^   ?•  5«< 
and  beat  himfelf  againfl  the  Ground,    fo 
that  fix  Men  could  fcarce   hold  him.     I 
never  faw  one  fo  toxn  oi  the  evil  One  J" — 
Mr.   JVe/ley's    affectionate    Brother    writes 
thus  to  him  j    **  What  Influence  fudden    ibid. 
"'      T  and  ^-^^ 


and  fharp  Awakenings  may  have  upon  the 
i)W)',    I  don't    pretend  to  explain;    [the 
Inftance   you  gave  of   fome  ftruggling   as 
in  the  Agoiiies  of  Death']  but  I  make  no 
Queftion,  Sat  an  ^  as  far  as  he  gets  Power, 
may  exert  himfelf  on  fuch  Occafions  j  part- 
ly to  binder  the  good  Work  in  fuch  as  are 
touched  with  the  Arrows  of  Convid:ion  ; 
and  partly  to  difparage  the  Work  of  God, 
as  if  it  tended  to  lead  People  to  Dijlrac^ 
3  Journ.  fJQj2;'  —  «  xhe  Enemy  began  to  tear  her, 
^^" '      fo   that   (he   fcreamed    as    in    the   Pangs 
Pag.  92.  of  Death,''  —  Another  ;    "    the  thoufand 
Diftortions   of  her    whole   Body    fhewed, 
hov/  the  Dogs  of  Hell  were  gnawing  her 
Heart.''  —  But  now  we  are  to  have  Mr. 
Wefley's  final  JudgmeJit,  and  fettled  Deter- 
mination^   after   a   careful  a7id  particular 
'Examination ;   as  related  in  his  lafi  Jour- 
5  Jo"''"-  ?2al.     *'  I  concluded  my  fecond  Courfe  of 
P-9^--   j/liltijjg-j  in  Vv'hich  I  enquired  particularly 
into   the   Cafe  of  thofe,  who  had  almofl 
every  Night  the  lafl:  Week  cried  out  aloud, 
during  the  Preaching.  —  I  found  that  all 
of  them  (I  think,  not  one  excepted)  were 
Perfons  in   perfect  Health,    and  had   not 
been  fubjedt  to  Fits  of  any  kind,  till  thus 
affeBed. — That  this  had  come  upon  every 
one  of  them   in  a  Moment,  without  any 
previous   Notice,  —  TJiat  in   that  Moment 
they    dropped    down,    they   loft    all    their 
Strength,    and   v/cre    feized   with    inolent 

Pain, 
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Fain.  This  they  exprelTcd  In  different 
Manners.  Some  llild,  they  felt,  jufi:  as 
if  a  Sword  was  running  tlirough  them  : 
others,  that  they  thought  a  great  Weight 
lay  upon  them,  as  if  it  would  fqueeze  them 
into  the  Earth.  Some  faid,  they  were 
quite  choaked,  fo  that  they  could  not 
breathe :  others,  that  their  Hearts  Jwelled 
ready  to  burft\  and  others,  that  it  was  as 
if  their  Hearty  all  their  Infide,  all  their 
whole  Body,  was  tearing  in  Pieces. 

^heff  Symptoms  I  can  no  more  impute 
to  any  Natural  Caufe,  than  to  the  Spirit 
of  God.  I  make  720  doubt,  but  it  was 
Satan  tearing  them,  as  they  were  coming 
to  Chriji.  And  he?ice  proceeded  thofe 
grievous  Cries,  whereby  he  might  defign 
both  to  di [credit  the  Work  of  God,  and  to 
affright  People  from   Iiearing  that  Word. 

I  found,  that  their  Mirids  had  been  as 
variouily  affeded  as  their  Bodies.  Of  this 
fome  could  fcarce  give  any  Account  at  all ; 
which  alfo  I  impute  to  that  wife  Spirit, 
purpofely  Jiunning  and  confounding  as  many 
as  lie  could,  that  they  might  not  be  able 
to  bewray  his  Devices.  Others  gave  a  very 
clear  and  particular  Account,  from  the 
Beginning  to  the  End.  The  Word  of  God 
pierced  their  Souls,  and  convinced  them 
of  inward,  as  well  as  outward  Sin.  They 
faw  and  felt  the  Wrath  of  God  abiding  on 
them,  and  were  afraid  of  his  Judgments. 
T  2  And 
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And  here  the  Accujer  came  with  great 
Power,  telling  them,  "  there  was  no 
Hope,  they  were  loft  for  ever.  Their 
Fains  of  Body  then  feized  them  in  a  Mo- 
ment, and  extorted  thofe  loud  and  bitter 
Criesr 

Thefe  are  the  Words  of  Meffieurs  White- 
field  and  Wejley  %  wherein  the  Reader  will 
fee  how  the  Tables  arc  turned.     Here  he 
finds,  "  Jio  doubt  but  thefe  Agonies ^  drop- 
-ping  down  as  dead^  loud,  grievous  and  bit- 
ter Cries  and  Roarings,  Dijlortions,  violent 
Pains,    Screamijigs    as    in    the    Pajigs    of 
Death  J    with   ^various  Dijlradlions   of  the 
'Mind,  —  proceeded  from  Satan  -,  he  caufed 
them.     And  yet  juft  before,  the  vtxy  fa7ne 
Particulars  and  Symptoms  were  exprefsly 
imputed   to   God ;  he  caufed  them.     The 
Sword  of  the  Spirit  dividing  them  afunder, 
is,    in    a   Moment,    converted    to    Satan's 
Sword  running  through  them.     The  Work- 
ings of  God  in  the  Soul  in   this   extraordi- 
nary Manner,   and  doing  his  own  Work  in 
his  own    Way,    is   inftantly    changed  into 
Satan's  E?ide avows  to  bring  an  evil  Report  on 
God's  Work,    to   dijparage,    dif credit,    and 
hinder  God's  Work,  and  fright  People  from 
it.     At  fuch  a  Lofs  are  they,  fo  uncertain 
whfe  Work  they  are  doiiig, 

§.27.  We  may  here  make  a  few  Re- 
fiiarks.     And  firft,    one  may,  I  prefume, 

take 
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take  the  Liberty  of  asking  a  ^lejlion,   or 
two.      "  Pray,    Sir,  what   Devices,  what 
grand  Secrets  of'  Satan,  did  thofc  Perfons 
bewray,    who    were    ?jot  jliinned  and    con- 
founded'^   Or,    if  Grand  Secrets  'were  be- 
wrayed, what  a  Fool  was  this  Wife  Spirit, 
and  what  did  htgain,  in  Jiu?ining  onlyfome; 
when    fo   ma?!y  others  had  full  Power  of 
difcovering  his  Plots? — But  in  this  Cwz- 
troverfy  with  themfehes,   we  may  obferve, 
that  Mr.  Whitejidd  feems  ih^Jlouter  Chani^ 
pionfcr  Satan's  Operation;  and  Mr.  V/eJley 
for  God's  Operation.      For  'tis   not    ufual 
for    thefe  two   Competitors  in   SanSiity  to 
agree.     I  would  not  here  have  the  latter 
recur  to  his  old  Method  of  quihblijig,  and 
think   of  reconciling  his   laft   Determina- 
tion in  Favour  of  the  Devil,  by  faying  he 
adts  by  God's  PermiJJion,  or  that  thefe  Ef- 
fedis  are  from  God,  who  is   the  Original 
Caufe  of  all  Thi?jgs.     (This  all  know,  as 
well   as  himfelf)  For   he   hath  exprefsly 
excluded  both  Nature  and  God.      Perhaps 
before  his  next  journal  comts  olu,  he  may 
alter  his  Mind. — There  are,  however,  good 
Reafons  why  much  fhould  be  faid  on  each 
Side.     It  is    necejjary  fometimes,    that  God 
fliould  be  the  Caujc  **  of  thefe  Tumblings,  Wefley 
Convulfions,  ^c.   that  thofe  who  are  weak  ^  -^  3"'"* 
might  not  be   offended.''      For  indeed  he 64. 
owns,    *'   many    were    greatly    offended." 
And  the  Notion  of  Satan's  doinof  it  might 

"  tend 
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Wefley  <c  ^g,^^  ^^  j^^j  People  to  Dtjiracliony 
Pag°63"'  Accordingly  Mr.  WhHefield  aflures  us, 
that  *'  a  Woman  being  in  fuch  a  Cafe  as 
to  be  thought  mad^  iiwdifull  of  new  Wine^ 
in  that  Hour  the  Lord  Jefus  took  PolTeirion 
of  her  Soul.'" 

And  'tis  equally  neeejj'ary  fometimes,  that 
the  Devil  fhould  be  the  Caiife  -,  to  (hew 
what  an    Enemy  he   is   to  Methodifm^    m 
Wefley    ^hus  "  difparaglfig  God's   Work^   and  de- 
p.  9 i".*^"    figning  to  affright  People  from  it;"  and 
efpecially   it   muil   be   the  DeviH  doing, 
that  Mr.  fFef.ey  may  have  the  Honour  of 
ejeBtJig  him,    and  gain  Reverence  for  his 
miraculous  Cures.      And   herein,  I  appre- 
hend, he  has  greatly  the  Advantage  of  Mr. 
Whitefield ;  after  "  mufing  in  liis  old  Room 
at  Oxfordy  and  refleding  hov;^  many  that 
came  ajter  him  were  prejerred  before  him," 
he  now  is  become  fuperior  to  a  Principal 
Antagonijl.     For  poor  Mr.  Whitefield  fays, 
(after  owning  that  the  Devil  was  the  Caufe 
6  Journ.  of  the  Fits)  ''  I  had  not  prayed  long  in 
-"^'''      the    Wofnens   Society,    but  two    of   them 
fell  down   again  into  violent  Fits ;  fo  that 
I  was  obliged  to  leave  them.''  Fie  for  Shame, 
Mr.  IVhitefield !  21)u  not  ftand  out  againft 
the  Devil?   Indeed  he  has,  in  this  Cafe, 
outwitted  you.      You   were  not  aware   of 
De  Exorc.what  the  Roman  Ritual  fays,  "  How  many 
Arts  and  Fallacies  the  Devil  ufeth  to  de- 
ceive the  Rxorcijl-i   and  that  the  Exorcijl 

mufi 
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7miji  not  leanje  off,  till  he  has  feen  all  the 
Signs  of  Liberation.'*     Ton  probably  have 
never  looked  into  fuch  FopiP:>  Ceremoniah. 
But   Mr.  Wt'Jley  maft   have   as   mean   an 
Opinion  of  yew,  as  he  had  of  the  Clergy- 
7nan,  *'   who  being  fent   for  by  a  Woman  Wefley 
pojjejjfdy  fhe  no   fooner  began  to  roar  and^  ^°^^^' 
hang   out  her   Totigue^    but  he    cried  out, 
"  It    is    the   Devil    doubtlefs !    It   is    the 
Devil  !    And  immediately  wejit  away.  — 
But  Mr.  Wefley  came  to  her,  and  left  her 
7iot  till  all  her  Symptoms  ceafed.''     He  was 
better  acquainted  with  his  Ride,  and  better 
obferved  it,  and  had  much  more  Work  of 
this  Nature  upon  his  Hands. 

This  leads  us  to  our  Parallel.  For 
fome  Phyjicians,  Philofophers^  and  Divines^ 
have  been  of  Opinion,  that  fuch  uncom- 
mon and  extraordi?iary  Cafes  proceeded  from 
a  Diabolical  Operation.  But  my  Bulinefs 
being  only  with  PapifSy  I  need  not  en- 
quire farther. 

The  Roman  Ritual^  after  "  the  Cau-DeExorc. 
tion  againft  miftaking  the  black  Bilcj  or 
other  Diflempers,  for  a  Pojjejjion^''  foon 
leaves  the  Way  open  again,  by  acquaint- 
ing us,  that  '*  one  of  the  Dcvih  Arts  is 
to  induce  a  Perfuafion,  that  the  Patient 
©nly  lies  under  a  Natural  Di [order ,  when 
he  himfelf  is  at  the  Bottom."  And  we 
have  there  *  *  Three  Signs  of  a  Diabolical 
Pojj'ejjion^  fpeaking  in  an  unknown  Tongue y 

difcover- 
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difcovering  Things  fecret  and  dtjiant^  and 
having  Strength  above  the  natural  Age 
and  Condition  of  the  Party  j  and  others  of 
that  Nature,  which  if  many  of  them  con- 
cur, are  greater  Signs." 

Their  approved  Writers  on  this  Subject 
have,  by  way  of  Supplement^  recounted 
thefe  numerous  and  great  Signs  -,  intirely 
agreeing  with  Mr.  Wejley, 

DeExorc.  "  \^  the  Malkus  Malefic arum,  Tom.  III. 

p'  ,2^.  and  Tom.  IV.  called  Complementiim  Artis 
Exorcijlice^  we  have  the  following  Ac- 
count. "  There  are  not  wanting  Men, 
who  deny  all  Diabolical  Fofjejjions  and 
Witchcrafts^  afTerting  them  to  be  only 
Natural  Dijlempers.  Bat  that  thefe  are 
undoubted  Signs  of  a  PoJj'eJJion^  or  Witch- 
crafty  or  both  in  Coiijundiion ;  namely, 
*  Lolling  out  the  Tongue  j  Clamours, 
Roarings,  Gnafhings,  Foamings ;  a  Weight 
in  the  Stomach,  or  choaking  in  the 
Throat ;  Swoon ings,  efpecially  of  many 
at  one  and  the  fame  Time  ^  Bowels  torn 
by  Dogs  3  fudden  Terrors,  and  inftantly 
removed;  the  Feeling  of  a  hot,  or  cold 
Vapour ;  throwing  themfelves  on  the 
Ground,  and  tearing  themfelves  ;  a  pierc- 
ing like  a  Sword ;  revealing  occult  and 
remote  Things ;  fpeaking  Myfteries,  and 
explaining  Scripture  ;  prophefying  and 
finging  mufically  j  an  Averfion  to  the 
Minifler,   Prayers,   Relicks,    Holy  Water, 

and 
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and  all  Spiritual  BcK)ks  and  Things.  — - 
But  the  Jlrongejl  Sign  is^  when  Phyjicians 
cannot  help,  and  Medicines  are  of  no  Ser- 
vice. *'  Thus  we  find  both  Popery  and 
Mr.  Wefley  agreeing  in  their  VerdiEl^  that 
Sataii  is  guilty -y  and  neither  Nature,  nor 
the  God  of  Nature  have  any  Concern  in 
the  Cafe. 

We   fliould   obferve  too,  thefe  Words  of 
Mr.  Wejley  :  *'  I.  carefully  examined  thofe, ,  Journ." 
who  had  cried  oza  htdy  in   the  Congrega-^'  ^'^'^^' 
tion.  —  I    enquired    particularly    into   the 
Cafe. — And  I  found"  their  Minds  had  been 
as    varioufly    affe(fted    as    their    Bodies. " 
Wonderful    Thing,   that   Mind  a?2d  Body 
fhould,  in  a  Diforder,  have  a  mutual  Jjiflu- 
ence  on  each  other!  The  'Enquirer,  however,  j^E^orc' 
did  well  in  conforming  to  the  Roman  Ritual  -, 
*'  In  order  to  know  this,    [whether   the 
Diforder   be  Natural,  or  Diaholical\  after 
an  Exorcifm^  or  two,  let  the  Exorci/l  inter- 
rogate the  Patient,  what  he  was  fenfible  of, 
or  felt,  in  Mi  fid  or  in  Body.''     And   what 
Anjwers  did  he  draw  out  ?  "  Some  could  Wefley 
give  no  Account  at  all,    how,  or   where-    ^^''^* 
fore ;    only,  that  of  a  fudden  they  drop- 
ped   down   they  knew  not  how.     Others 
could  jujl   remember  they  were    in  Fear  j 
but  could  not  tell  what  they  were  in  Fear 
of.     Several  faid,  they  were  afraid  of  the 
Devil',  and  this  was  all  they  knew.    But 
a  few  give  a  more  InteHigibk  Account,  of 
U  a  piercing 
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a  piercing  Senje  of  their  Si?2S,  and  of  the 
Wrath  of  Gody   and  the  Punifliment  into 
which  they    were  juft  falHng.     One  told 
me,  '  I  was  juft  as  if  I   was  faHing  from 
the  highejl  Place  I  had  ever  feen.  I  thought 
the  Devil  was   pufhing  me  off,  and  that 
God  had  forfaken  me.'     Another  faid,  *  I 
felt  the  very  Fire  of  Hell.'"     Upon  his  fe- 
cond  Examination,  "  Some  faid  they  felt 
as  it  were  the  piercing  of  a  Sword ;   others 
thought  a  great  Weight  lay  upon    them, 
^cJ" — ■"  Some  could  fcarce  give  a72y  Ac- 
count at  all;  which  alfo  I  impute  to  that 
Wife   Spirit.,    purpofely  funning  and  con- 
founding as  many  as  he  could,    that  they 
might   not    bewray  his   Devices.      Others 
gave  a  very  clear  t^nd  particular  Account ^'^ 
as  before. 

In  this  whole  Account  the  Borders  of 
God\  Power,  and  Sataii's  are  fo  near,  and 
the  Tranfitions  from  one  to  the  other  fo 
quick ;  that  fuch  an  acute  Metaphy/ician 
alone  as  Mr.  Wefey  could  have  decided  io 
exad:ly.  As  to  the  Particular  of  fome  be- 
ing able  to  give  little  or  no  Account ;  others 
a  very  clear  and  particular  one  j — were  any 
thing  of  Nature  or  Diflemper  to  be  ad- 
m.itted,  there  would  be  no  need  of  quoting 
Authorities  for  a  perfcB  or  imperfect  Re- 
mejnbrance,  or  none  at  all,  of  what  was 
felt  in  the  Fit :  The  Diverfity  being  fo 
well  known  in  Proportion  to  the  Kind  and 

Degree 
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Degree  of  the  Fit ;   as  in  Vertlgos,    Con- 
vuljions^  Epilepfies^  6cc.  as  likewile  an  A- 
mazementy    like    what    Mr.     Wejley    calls 
jliinnhig. 

But  he  will  chiife  to  adl  in  Concert  with 
his  better  Friends  of  the  Papacy,  who  af- 
cribe  all  (for  fiibjlantial  Reafons)  to  Satan, 
and  have  inferted  a Pr^j^r  in  ihtOJJice of  Ex- 
orcization,  "  for  one  aflaulted  by  the  Frauds  Ritual 
of  an  unclean  Spirit,  whom  the  old  Adver-  ^o'^a"- 
fary  hovers  about  with  the  Horror  of 
Dread ;  and  ftriketh  the  human  Mi^id 
with  a  Stupor,  confounds  it  with  Terror, 
and  exagitateth  with  trembling  Fear." 

§.28.  Infallibility  (in  Rom.  Rit.)  af- 
fures,  that  '*  the  Arts  and  Frauds  of  the  BzExorc, 
Devil  to  deceive  and  over-reach  the  Ex- 
prcijl  are  innumerable ;"  and  hath  been  fo 
good  a.>>  to  acquaint  us  with  fofne  of  them. 
And  jMr.  PFefley  (to  apply  his  own  Ex- 
preflions)  is  fuch  "  an  apt  Scholar,  and  has  fo 
perfedl:ly  learned  the  Exercife  of  his  Arms-,'* 
that  he  is  for  the  moft  part  too  cunning 
for  the  old  Sophifter.  "  Sometimes  Sata?i  Exordfm. 
will  hide  himfelf,  and  ceafe  tormenting  the 
Patient,  to  induce  a  Perfuafion  that  he  is 
gone."  Mr.  JVefley  was  well  guarded  a- 
gainfl:  this  Trick. — "  Sometimes  he  throw- 
eth  his  Prey  on  the  Ground,  and  cauieth 
Convulfwns ;  that  the  Exorciji  may  aafe  . 
from  his  Conjuration."  Here  Mr.  White- 
U  2  f.eld 
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field  was  caught,  but  Mr.  JV^fiey  flood  it 
out. —  **  Sometimes  he  will   let  the  Patient 
be  qiiict^  and  fay,  tliat  he  feels  no  Par/7,  and 
give  no   Sign  of  a?iy  Terror.''     This  was 
the   Cafe    of   the  pojj'ejjed  Woman^    who, 
Vv^edey    when  Mr.   We  [ley  came  to  her,  faid,  ''  I 
5  J^*^^"-  am  very  well  now:  —  Nothing  ails  me." 
But  Mr.  Wefiey  went  on  with  his  Work  ; 
and  her  Poffeffion    appeared    plainly  after- 
wards. —  "  Sometimes,    when   the    poor 
Devils  are  tormented  with  ExorcifnSj   the 
Devils   v/ill  promife  and  fweaf,  that  they 
will  go  out  to-morrow  at  fuch  an  Hour,  in 
order  to  gain  Time.     This  was  the  Cafe, 
Wefiey    in  "  that  furprizing  Inftance  of  the  Power 
4  Jo;"^"-   of  the  Devil,  —  when  being  afraid  of  Mr. 
p-    ^t   ^'Wefiey,  who  was  to  come   to-morrow^  he 
made  the  Woman  fay,    '  before  Six  iiz  the 
Morning  I  f mil  be  welly  —  "  Sometimes 
they  lull  the  Patient  afleep,  and  fliew  him 
Vifions."     But  Mr.   Wefiey  feems  not  well 
aware  of  this  Deceit.     Vijions  are  of  better 
Service,  than  to  own  them  from  the  DeviL 
' —  "  Sometimes  Satan  permits    the  vexed 
*Perfon  to  fay  Prayers,  receive  the  Sacra- 
ment,   fign  himfelf  with   the   Crofs,   with 
other  Afts  of  Humility  and  Devotion.  Yea, 
what   is   more,   he  himfelf  will  fay  fome 
holy  Things.     In  which    Sheep's   Cloathing 
he   is  not  detected.      But   he  can't   long 
perfevere'*       Mr.    Wefiey   has  feveral  In- 
flances   of  alternate  Strains  of   Rage   and 

Bhf- 
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Bhfphemyy  and  of  Devotion  and  ^ubnnjjion^ 
in  Cafes  of  a  Foj]eJjion^   particularly  when 
the  Devil  fays  (fpeaking  through  the  Or- 
gans  of  the   Dcemoniac )  "   Come^    go    to -s^  journ. 
Prayers^  I  will  pray  with  y  on''     V/e  took  P- 93- 
the    Advice    from    wbomjoever    it    came. 
Thus  forae  Devils,    \vho  had    grievouQy 
mauled  St.  Xavier^  at  length  became  calm  Myfler. 
and  mild,  were  heard  to  iay  their  Matins,  J^*^^'^- 
and  got  through  the  Choir-Service,  by  way^'  ^^' 
of  Joke." —  "  Sometimes  the  Devil  is  Jlub- 
born,  or  anfwering  fallacioiijly ;   and   then 
he  muft  be  peremptorily  commanded,  in  the 
Name  of  'Jefus,    to  fpeak  the  Truth,  and 
be  put   to    his  Oath''       This   Care  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Wcfley  j   "  I  command  thee, 
in  the  Name  of  tlie  Lord  Jefus,  to  tell  if 
thou  haft  Commiffion  to  torment  any  other 
Soul  ?    It  was  immediately   anfwered,  *  I 
have."  —  *'  Sometimes  the  Devil  will  tell 
'Truth,    or    feem  to  yield  in    fome  Points 
to  the  Gcodnejs  of  the  Exorcijl,  in  order  to 
puff  him  up  with  Vain-glory."     How  often 
this  hath   been  the  Caie  with  Mr.  V/eJley, 
let  his  Co'nduB  teftify. —  "  Sometimes  the 
Devil,  (who  never  wants  new  Tricks)  to 
hinder  People  from   fubmitting  to  Exor- 
cifms,  and  that  he  may  not  be  dijcovered, 
w'WX  prete?id  Dijlempers,  and  counterfeit  all 
the  Symptoms  of  a  Difeafe  in  the  Sufferer  ; 
fo  as  to  deceive  even  the  Phyficians,  and 
he  makes   the   Phyficians  themfelves  incre- 
dulous ; 
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duhtis ;  a  Sort  of  Men,  who,  if  they  can 
but  think  of  fome  natural  Caufe^  will  al- 
ways reje6t  any  \.h\n^  fupernatiwal ;  alledg- 
ing  fome  frivolous  Reafo?js.  Thefe  Men 
ought  to  read  fuch  Books  as  the  Malleus 
Maleficarum,  &c.  And  the  Exorciji  mud 
take  care  to  have  a  Phvlician,  in  fuch  Dif- 
tempers,  who  is  of  the  fame  Opinion  with 
himjelf"  Mr.  Wefley  accordingly  has  over 
and  over  cautioned  the  World  againil  being 
ruled  by  Dr  Monroe^  and  others  of  the 
Faculty  ;  fhewing  their  Ignorance  and  Ina- 
bility. But  yet  he  has  been  wife  enough 
to  introduce  his  Newgate  Phyfcian^  who 
was  of  the  fame  Opinion  ivith  hiftifelf^  to 
teftify  in  his  Favour."  N.B.  Dr.  Monroe, 
and  all  other  Phyficians,  are  hereby  ad- 
monifhed,  that,  inftead  of  Hippocrates, 
Galen,  &c.  they  immediately  befpeak  the 
Malleus  Maleficarum,  m  two  Volumes, 
Quarto  ;  as  likewife  Mr.  Wefiey's  fournals. 
The  fame  Ad7nonitio7i  is  to  extend  to  the 
College  of  Fhficians,  who  are  ordered  to 
examine  their  Liceficiates  out  of  the  faid 
incomparable  Writings,  —  Laftly,  (though 
one  might  carry  the  Comparifons  much 
farther)  "  Sometimes  the  Devils,  as  ano- 
ther hnpedi?ne?it,  when  the  Exorcifi  knows 
the  Cafe  to  be  a  Foffeffion,  v/ill  induce  a 
Belief  into  the  Parents,  Relations  and 
Friends  of  the  Patient,  that  His  only  PIu- 
mours  and  natural  Difiemper ,  and  no  dia- 
bolical 


(  151  ) 

bolkal  PoJjeJJion  ;  that  fo  no  Regard  may  be 
had  to  the  Exorcifi,  nor  his  Difcipline  be 
fubmitted  to."  This  Artifice  Mr.  IFeJley 
hath  found  in  fome  of  his  Followers.  ^'  One  3  Journ, 
(for  Fear  of  fuch  a  Fit)  run  out  of  theP'SSi- 
Society  in  all  Hafte,  that  fie  might  not  ex- 
pofc  herfelf.''  h.  young  Woman  funk  down  P.  64. 
at  Rofe-Green  in  a  violent  Agony  both  of 
Body  and  Mind,  and  five  or  fix  Perfons 
more  ^  at  whofe  Cries  many  were  greatly 
offended. — The  firft  that  was  deeply  touch- 
ed was  L —  W' — ,  whofe  Mother  had  been 
not  a  little  difpleafed  a  Day  or  two  before, 
when  fhe  was  told,  how  her  Daughter 
had  expofed  herfelf  before  all  the  Congrega- 
tion. The  Mother  was  the  next  who 
dropped  down,  and  lo/l  her  Senfes  in  a  Mo» 
menty  The  poor  Mother  paid  for  her 
Folly  with  a  Vengeance.  But  due  Care 
muft  be  taken  to  prevent  fuch  evil  Stir- 
mifings^  and  to  countermine  Sata?is  De- 
vices. 

I  would  advertife  the  Reader,  that  the 
Pafl^iges,  (imputing  thefe  grievous  Difor- 
ders  to  the  Devil,  and  cautioning  againfl 
liis  Frauds)  which  are  not  to  be  found 
in  the  Roman  Ritual,  de  Exorcizandis,  are 
every  one  of  them  in  Malleus  Malejica- 
rum,  Tom.  3.  Page  225. —  and  efpecially, 
Tom.  3.  Page  8. —  But  I  can't  be  pofi- 
tive,  whether  Mr.  Wcjlcy  copied  out  thefe 
Pafl^ages    in    order    to    make  Parallels,    or 

whether 
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whether  be  and  the  Papijls  ad:  by  mere 
Sympathy, 

§.29.  But  Method?.  f?n  iff  elf  may  juftly 
be  reckoned  a  principal  Cauje  of  thefe  hor- 
rid Sufferings,  or  rather,  the  effcacious 
Power  of  their  Teachers.  They  have  re- 
lated "  their  Shriekings,  Roarings,  Groan- 
ings,  Gnafhings,  YeUings ;  Curfings  and 
Blafphemies,  and  Defpairings^  Tumblings, 
Convullions  and  Contoriions,  as  in  the 
Agonies  of  Death,  as  out  of  the  Belly  of 
Hell ',  Soul  and  Body  well  nigh  torn  afun- 
der  3 — Things  terrible  to  behold,  too  hor- 
rid to  be  borne,  and  what  Words  cannot 
defcribe,  &c.''  Thefe  are  their  very 
Words.  Let  not  the  Preachers  be  flartled. 
They  are  the  Caufe  j  (the  befl  they  can  fay 
is,  the  i?2jirume?2ial  Caufe)  they  confef  it, 
and  make  it  Matter  of  high  Boafing^  Ex- 
ultation and  Triumph. — 

6  jou:n.  Mr.  IVhittfeld  hys,  "  I  had  not,  prayed 
^^'  ^'"  long, —  but  two  of  the  Women  fell  down 
t"-  4'>  44-  into  viole?Jt  Fits. —  At  my  Preachiiig  Thou- 

fands  c}'ied  oiit^  {omt fainted,  others  cried 
out  as  in  the  Agonies  of  Death.  Never 
did  I  fee  a  more  glorious  Sight !  — Some 
ftruck  down  pale  as  Death,   oih&x^ finking. 

7  joiirn.  —  Mr.  Whitefield  preaching,  one  dropped 
^'  '^'  ''^'down  as  (hot  with  a  Gmi.  —  The  Holy 

Ghofl  enabled  me  to  fpeak  fo,    that   one 

Woman 
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Woman  was  thrown    into  Jlrong  CkinvuU 

Jio7isr 

Nor  will  Mr.  Wejley  lag  behind,   but  be 
2i%  potent  a  Preacher  as  Mr.  Whitejield.    "  I  Welley 
eo^poimded :    A   Woman   cried   out   in  the^  {°"'^"* 

fiarpeft  Ag07iies  of  Spirit.  —  I  expounded, 

—  immediately   one   cried   out    with   the 
iitmoft   VeIjemefKt\    as    in    the    Ago?2ies    of 
Death :  Two   other    Perfons   feized    with 
Pain^    and  conftrained   to   roar ;    another 

as  out  of  the  Be/fy  of  Hell. — While  /  was  p.  42. 
preaching,  one,  and  another,  and  another 
Jiink  to  the  Earth,     They  dropped  on  every 
Side  as  Thunder ftruck.  —  While  I  was  en-   p.  r©^ 
forchig  thefe  Words,  feveral  jlriick  to  the 
Earth;  — a  little  Boy  the  fame  ;  a  young 
Man  funk  down,    as   one  dcad-j   but  foon 
began  to  roar  and  beat  himfelj  againfl  the 
Ground,  \\\2X  fix  Men  could  fcarcely  hold 
h'wci.'— While  I  was  earnejlly  inijiti?ig,  &c.    p  rg. 
fome  funk  down,  others  exceedingly  trem- 
bled and  quaked  j  fome   torn   with   a  kind 
of    cofivulftve   Motion,    in   e^oery   Part    of 
their  Bodies,    and    that   fo  violently,    that 
fve  Perfons  could  not  hold  one  of  them. 

—  Twenty-fix  of  thofe,  who  had  been 
thus  afeSled,  &cc." — While  I  was  /peaking 
three   dropped  down   as  dead;    five  others 

f/fik, — in  'violent  Agonies, — in  the  Pains  of 
Hell,  &c. —  While  I  was  preaching,  a  Wo- 4  Journ. 
man  dropped  down,    ftruck   as    v/as    fup-P"  ^^' 
pofed  with  Death,  the  Ufe  of  nil  her  Limbs 
X  quite 


(  154  ) 
quite  taken  from  her."  —  I  preached  at 
Weaver' S'Hall.  It  was  a  glorious  'Time, 
Several  dropped  to  the  Ground  as  if 
fir  lick  with  Lightning.  Some  cried  out  in 
Bitternefs  of  SouL     In  this  acceptable  Tinh\ 

Thefe,  among  many  others,  are  their 
own  Boajiings  and  Exultatio'as^  in  their 
own  Words. 

Nobis  non  licet  ejfe  tarn  difertis. 

And  forry  I  am,    their  Breath  isfojlrong ; 
that  they  can't  opeti  their  Mouths,  but  out 
fly  the  moft  noifome  and  contagious  Va- 
pours.    It  puts  one  in  Mind  of  a  Volcano^ 
belching  out  Fire,  and  making  a  dreadful 
Havock ;    or  rather  of  fome  Spiracles^  or 
breathing    Holes,    in   many   Parts    of    the 
Earth,  which  fcatter  a  pejlilential  InfeBion 
upon  all  that  come  near.     Such  is  "  the 
famous  Grotta  del  Cam   in  Italy,  called  the 
poifomus   Mouth  5  the  Steams  whereof  are 
of  a  Mephitical,  or  noxious  Quality^  When 
a  Dog,  or  other  Creature,  is  put  into  it,  it 
prefently  lofes  all  Motion,    falls   down  as 
dead,  or  in  a  Swoon,  the  Limbs  convulfed 
and  trembling,  till  fcarce  any  Signs  of  Life 
appear,  —  If  the  Animal  be  foon  fnatched 
out,  and  expofed  to  open  Air,  it  foon  re» 
cover eth,''      See   Chambers   in    Grotta    del 
Cam,  or  Mead  on  Poifons, 

To 
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To  know  the  Power  of  Witches  In  fuch 
Cafes,  we  may  look  into  the  Hiftory  of 
Witchcraft ;  "  A  Man  from  a  Look  only  Vol.  I. 
oi  Sufanna  Edwards^  fell  a  fhaking,  quiver-  ^'  ^^^^ 
ing,  and  foaming,  and  for  half  an  Hour 
like  a  dying,  or  dead  Man  j  and  at  laft 
toming  to  his  Senfes  again,  he  declared,  that 
Sufamia  Edwards  had  bewitched  him." 
Again,  "  Richard  Dugdale  declared,  that  Vol.  ir. 
his  Fits  were  through  Obfejjion^  and  in  a^"  ' 
Combination  which  (hould  never  be  dif- 
covered  ^  —  fometiraes  he  would  exadly 
tell  what  Things  were  done  at  a  DifiancCy 
and  even  repeat  the  whole  Difcourfe  of 
Perfons  abfent :  —  Sometimes  he  would 
ling  Pfalms  exadily  tuneable :  —  Sometimes 
howly  and  be  in  Convulfions :  —  Sometimes 
lie  would  lie  on  the  Floor  like  a  dead 
Man  ;  when  both  the  DoBor  and  Apothe^ 
cary  felt  his  Pulfes^  which  did  not  beat\ 
then  they  laid  their  Faces  to  his  Mouthy  to 
try  if  he  breathed^  but  could  not  perceive 
it. — The  faid  R.  Dugdale  alfo  declared,  that 
hi?,Jlrange  Fits  began  at  Wejily-Hall^  where 
an  Appearance  of  a  black  Man  grinned  at 
him,  and  prefled  very  hard  upon  him,  — 
that  he  had  an  Apparition  all  along  the 
Way,  as  he  went  to  Wejlly-Hally  and  the 
Week  after,  &cr 

Were   our  Methodijls   once   to   recover 

their  Senfes^  they  likewife  would  probably 

X  2  giva 
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give  an  Account,  by  whom  they  tuere  be- 
witched, and  where. 

The  Pope'%  Emijj'aries,  who  have  writ- 
ten  fo  many  Volunries   of  Sata?is  Power 
of  inflicting  fuch    unaccountable   Maladies, 
allow  alfoj  that   the  Sai?2ts  have  the  like 
Power  of  caufmg   Difeafes ;    and   even  of 
putting  in  the   Devil,  efpecially  when   in 
due   Time  they   intend  to   bring  him  out 
again,     ^hyrceia,    de  locis  infejiis,   proveth 
this ;    and,    among  other  Inftances,  men- 
tioneth  "  St.  Eligiiis,    who  gave  the  De-* 
"oil  Power   over  fifty   of  his    own    Flock  : 
[The  fame  Number  that  were  (o  turmoiled 
in   Mr.   J^Fefiefs  Night-Scene]    The   Saint 
intended  their  Good  -,  and  therefore,  being 
requeued,  he  would  not  immediately  relax 
their  Punifhment,    but  feid,    "  Let  them 
learn   firft  whom  they    have    chofen    for 
their  Mafier,  before  they  are  abfolved  from 
the  Tyranny  of  the   Devil.''     Mr.  Wefiey 
feems  not   wiiiing  to  forego  this  Privilege 
of  fpreading  fuch  Miferies  among  his  own. 
Nor  do  I  envy  him  the  Glory. 

— Non  equidmi  invideo,  miror  magis  undic^ue  tMiSy 
Ufque  adeo  turhatur  agris. — 

In  the  mean  time,  at  leaft  till  his  Ex- 
orcifms  and  Cures  plainly  appear,  (to  which 
I  (hall  pay  due  RefpeSl  in  their  Order)  I 
cannot  but  deem  it  the  utmofi  Cruelty  to 

throw 


(  ^57) 

throw  fo  many  miferable  Creatures  into 
the  moft  dreadful  Fits^  and  Agonies  horrid 
beyond  Defwiption  j  and  at  the  fame  time 
be  himfelf  in  fuch  a  Flow  of  Exultation, 

' — Rifiis  abeft  ;   nij^  qiiem  viji  mover e  dolor es. 
Tlien  he  is  all  Joy  j 

And  pleafed  the  Work  of  Satan  to  perform. 
Rides  in  the  Whirlwind^  and  direfts  the  Storm, 

I  have  fallen,  I  know  not  how,  into 
thefe  Scraps  of  Poetry.  But,  that  he  may 
difentangle  himfelf  from  a  Sort  of  Incon- 
Jiftency,  may  one  feriouily  ask  him  the 
Qu^eftion,  why  in  fome  of  his  moft  terribk 
Operations^  producing  the  moft  P:odiing 
FffeBsj  it  muft  be  "  «  glorious  Time,  an 
acceptable  Tim€\  and  in  other  Inftances, 
equally  terrible  and  fhocking,  the  Cafe  is 
altered?  For  give  me  Leave  to  appeal  to 
that  NoBurnal  Roari?igy  which  he  repre- 
fents  as  the  Similitude  of  a  general  Maf- 
facre.  "  Forty  or  fifty  of  thofe  who  were 
feeking  Salvation ^  defired  Leave  to  fpend 
the  Night  together  at  the  Society  Roo?n, 
Before  ten  I  left  them,  and  lay  down. 
[He  was  wife  enough  to  take  care  oj  One.] 
But  I  could  have  ?20  quiet  Ref^  being  u?i~ 
eafy  in  my  Sleep ;  as  1  found  others  were 
too,  that  were  afeep  in  other  Parts  of  the 
Houfe.  Between  two  and  three  in  the 
Morning  I    was  waked,    and   defired    to 

come 
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come  down  Stairs.  I  immediately  heard 
Juch  a  confufed  Noife,  as  if  a  Number  of 
Men  were  all  putting  to  the  Sword.  It 
mcreafed  when  I  came  into  the  Room, 
and  began  to  pray,''  —  Two  Things  here 
indeed  turn  out  to  Mr.  Wejley%  Advcm- 
tage  J  a  Proof  of  the  Signijicancy  of  their 
prefdgifjg  Dreams  -,  and  a  fare  Proof  that 
the  Devil  was  in  them.  He  obferveth 
elfewhere,  that  another  of  his  Poff'eJJed 
3  Journ.  *'  grew  worfe  by  Prayer^  and  her  Pangs 
P- 95-  increafed  more  and  more.'*  And  his  Old 
Friends  fay,  it  is  "  a  manifcfi  Difcovery, 
when  the  Party  afflicted  rageth  the  more  at 
Prayers^  Mafs^  Holy  Water,  &c."  —  But 
ftill  the  Queftion  remains  unrefolved,  why 
fuch  an  Alteration  in  the  Cafe  ?  "  O,  Sir  ! 
I  take  Knowledge  of  you  !"  Tou  was  ab- 
fe7ity  in  your  Sleep,  and  was  not  the  im- 
mediate Caufe  ;  it  was  not  your  own  doing  ; 
—  any  farther  than  giving  them  Leave 
thus  to  feek  their  Salvation,  (and  this,  it 
feems,  they  muft  not  do  without  your 
Permifjion)  or  as  your  Infiiution  might  of 
Courfe  infpire  them  with  a  Fanatical 
Rage. 

§.  30.  This  gives  occalion  to  take  a 
little  Notice  of  fuch  NoBurnal  Pranks, 
Myjleries  at  dead  of  Night,  when  regular 
and  jober  Perfons  would  chufe  to  be  in 
their  Beds,     But, 

NoBes 
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Nodies  at  que  Diespatet  atri  Janua  Ditis. 

*Tis  well  known,  what  fevere  Laws  have 
been  made  againft  Night- Affcmblies^  under 
Fi'etence  of  Religion^  by  civilized  Nations ; 
as  Things  fcandahui  in  Pradicc,  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  State.  And  as  well  known, 
how  early  a  ^top  was  put  to  the  Chriftian 
Love-Feajis^  and  Midnight  Meetings-,  by 
Reafon  of  the  Ambition^  ^tarrels,  and 
Broils,  with  other  Evils,  which  attended 
them.  Mr.  Wejley  had  better  have  pre- 
fer ibed  a  Sleeping  Draught,  or  good  Fea- 
ther Bed,  than  have  encouraged  fuch  ir- 
regular Cabals ;  when  Darknefs,  Watch- 
ings,  and  Enthufiafms  concurring,  would 
naturally  draw  on  thofe  ominous  Dreams, 
and  mad  Confequences.  When  (as  Semiertus  De  Vigil 
obferves)  "  the  Humours,  and  efpecially"?*  *• 
the  Blood  and  Bile,  are  moil  intemperate- 
ly  inflamed,  and  caufe  Vertigos,  Deliriouf- 
nefs,  and  numerous  Dijorders." 

But  the    Methodijis,    being   better    than 
the  Primitive  Chrijlians,    have   a  peculiar 
Bl effing    at   the    moll   unfeafonable    Hours. 
*^  Our  Lord,  fays  Mr.  Wejley,   was  glori-'^  J^""""' 
cujly  prejent  with  us  at  the  Watch-Night  -J^'  ^^* 
my  Voice  was  loft  at  the  Cries  of  the  Peo- 
ple.— The  Service  ends  a  little  after  Mid-  P.  35- 
night.      We  have  often   found   a  peculiar 
Blejjing  at  tbcfe  Scajons."     I  hope  he  will 

not 
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not  bring  for  Proof  the  above-related  In- 
ftance  of  his  Difciples  meeting  between 
two  and  three  in  the  Morning  ;  which  cauf- 
ed  in  him  fuch  frightful  Dreiams\  when 
there  was  fuch  a  confufed  Noife^  as  if  a 
'Number  of  Men  were  putting  to  the  Sword, 
Thefe  horrid  Circumftr.nces  he  hath  deter- 
mined to  come  from  the  Devil.  Whether 
the  Candles  were  put  out  doth  not  appear : 
he  only  fays,  "  he  heard  2.  great  Noife, 
and  that  upon  his  coming  into  the  Room, 
and  beginning  to  pray,  the  Noife  increafed'* 
Nor  do  any  other  Evidences  of  Heats  and 
Commotions,  and  peculiar  Blejjings  appear, 
but  Scr earnings  and  Outcries.  What  ^ort 
of  wild  Work  they  were  doing  to  create 
fuch  a  Hellijlo  XJproar^  God  knows.  But, 
from  his  own  Account,  we  have  the  Idea 
Vol.  II.  of  "  a  Cabal  of  Witches  meeting  in  the 
.p.  144.  Night-time,  adoring  their  Lord,  who  puts 
hisMark  upon  them  with  intolerable  Pain;'' 
as  reprefented  in  the  Hiftory  of  Witchcraft. 
And  his  Night-work  refembles  much  more 
the  NoBurnal  Revels,  and  infamous  dark 
Myjieries  of  the  Pagan  World,  than  any 
oi'derly  Affembly  of  Chrijiians.  It  carries 
a  flronger  Reprefentation  of  the  Myjieries 
Cyril,  of  Cotytto,  the  Goddefs  of  Turpitude ;  of 
ff'-     the   Sacred  Rites    of  Old  Mother   Cybele, 

Julian,  -        •>       /  1  •   t 

Lib.  6.   celebrated  by  the  raving  Corybantes,  which 

were  immodejl  Myjieries  of  Nodiurnal  Af- 

fcmblieSy  in  the  Caves  of  Mount  Ida,  —  or 

thofe 
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thofc  'Enthufiajlic  Rites^  called  Orgia^  ce- 
lebrated in  the  Nighty  and  notorious  for 
Noife  a?id  Impurities ;  wherein  the  mad 
Bacchanalian  Women  jumped  about,  howl- 
ing  and  Jhrieking^  till  their  Heads  were 
giddy,  and  they  tumbled  down  diftraBedJ* 
But  Leave  is  granted  -,  Lnptdfe  is  Hinging  ; 
and  away  they  muft  march, 

— ^alis  commotis  excita  facris^ 

^hyas^  ubi  audito  ftimulant  Trieterica  Baccbo 

Orgiay  nodturnufq;  vocat  clamore  Cithceron, 

Comitatur  euntem 

Et  Pavor,  et  'Terror ,  trepidoque  infania  vultu. 

Whoever  would  fee  more    concerning 
fuch    Nocturnal    Myfleries    may     confult 
Livy ;    where    he  will   fee    "   into  what  Lib.  39. 
Convidjions  and  Da?2gers  the  Cofnmonwealth^^'9-  ^• 
was  thrown,  and  what  execrable  Vices  were 
committed  in  the  No&urnal  Ajjhnblies  of 
the    Bacchanalians^    in   their   promifcuous 
Meetings  of  Men  and  Women^  Whores  and 
Boys.     Into  this  Religious  Order  were  they 
initiated  by  an  ignoble   Friejl    and   Fro- 
phetf  and  entered  into  Vows  of  Conjlancy 
and  Secrecy;    efpecially  as  this  Maficr  of 
occult  Myjleries    had   promifed  to.  recover 
them  from  all  Diflempers.''*     Dionyfms  Ha-U\>.  2. 
Ucarnajj'enfis  therefore  muft  fpeak  of  ear-^^P-  ^9- 
lier  Times,   and  \h&firji  Injlitution  of  their 
B-eligious  Ritesj    when    he  boafts  of  the 
Y  Romans^ 
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Romans^  "  None  can  fee  among  them 
(though  their  Morals  are  now  corrupted) 
any  Enthufajlic  Raptures,  any  Corybantic 
Furies,  any  private  Meetings  of  Strollers^ 
any  Bacchanalian,  occult  Myjieries,  a?jy 
Night-Ajj'emblies  of  Men  and  Women,  or 
any  other  Monfiers  of  this  kind'* 

And  yet  after  all,  there  is  no  Impoffi- 
bility  of  one  peculiar  BleJJing  to  Perfons 
aiming  at  Angelical  PerfeBion ;  if  we 
Ihould  fuppofe  them  like  thofe  Angels 
called  Egregorce,  or  Watchers,  in  the  pre- 
tended Book  oj  Enoch :  For  (  to  borrow 
Dia-on.  the  Words  of  Calrnet )  "  It  was  thefe 
'''^^^^''^'^'WatcherSy  Vv'ho  efpoufed  the  Daughters  of 
Men,  and  became  Fathers'' 

§.31,  Other  Caufes  befides  have  indeed 
been  jufpecied  of  the  extraordinary  bodily 
Effedis,  and  mental  Diforders  among  our 
Mcthodifts :  And  I  have  been  put  in  Mind 
of  what  is  called  Natural  Magic  ;  confift- 
ing  of  a  deep  Knowledge  and  Ufe  of  cer- 
tain Natural  7hings,  (  Roots,  Herbs  and 
plants,  &c.)  which  have  ^wonderful  Ef 
feBs,  and  have  often  paffed  with  the  Vul- 
gar for.  fupernatural  Caufes.  Plutarch 
mentions  "  a  Shrub,  called  Leucophyllus, 
found  at  the  Celebration  of  the  Myjieries  of 
Hecate,  which  drives  People  into  Ma dnefs, 
and  makes  them  confefs  all  the  Wicked- 
nefs  they  have  done,  or  intended."     This 
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fame  Hecate,  they  fay,    was  the  Daughter 
of  Night  and  IIcllj  delighted  in  fpreading 
Tor??2e?its  among  human  kind,  and  making 
People  ;;W.     Pliny  mentions  "  the  Herb  Nat.  HiilJ 
Halicacabon.  which  makes  People  delirious.Y^'  ^** 
and  is  drunk  by  the  ikilful  in  Prophecyy  '     ^* 
becaufe  they    would    appear    as   'mad,    to 
confirm  their  ^upcrfiitiom*^     This    "  Ha^ 
Ucacabi  is,    it   feems,  a  Species  of  Nights 
Shade,  which  infufed  in  VVater  will  (with- 
out giving  any  Ta/le  or  Smel/J  caufe  feme 
IJiverfion,    by   making   People   ridiculoufy 
mad  for  a  Time.     Nor  is  the  Datum,  ano- 
ther Species  of  Night-Shade   mucli    diffe- 
rent J  of  which,  (according  to  Garcias  of 
Horto )    Thieves   and    Cheats    mingle    the 
Flower  or  Seed  among  the  Food  of  thofe, 
whom  they  want  to  defraud ;    and    who- 
ever  hath    tafted   it   loofeth  his  Se?fes,  is 
forced  into  a  Fit  of  Laughter ;   and  freely 
permits  the   Thitf  to  carry   off   what  he 
pleafeth.     See  Theophraji.  Bod^i,  p.  1077. 
—  My  Friend  told  me  alfo  of  the  Philtra, 
or  Love-Potions,  which  were   defigned   to 
make  People  in  Love,  but  had  often  been 
the  Caufe  of  Madnefs.    He  fufped:ed  fome- 
thing  of  this  Nature  in  Mr.  iVcflefs  Love-s  Jou-n. 
Feaf,    which    raifed    that  tumultuous   6ryPp'°;''* 
through  all  the  Congregation,  not  of  Grief, 
but  of  overflowing  Joy   and  Love."    And 
that  "  Watch -Night  Meeting,  when   his 
Voice  was  loll:  in  the  Cries  of  the  People  ; 
y  2  belidcs 
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befides  the  mad  MaJJacre-Scene*'      I  an- 
jfwcrcd,  this  could  not  be  the  Cafe,   be- 
caufe,  if  my  Information  was  true,   they 
eat  and  drank  nothing  but  bare  Bread  and 
Water  on  thofe   Occafions.      He  replied, 
that  Mr.  Wejley  had  profelled,  *'  I  prepare^ 
and  give  them  Phyjic^  myfelf,  having  for 
fix  or  feven  and  twenty  Years  made  Phyjic 
the  Diverfwn  of  my  leifure  Hours."     And 
what  jningled  Ctips    might   not  a  cunning 
Man,  fo   well   acquainted    with    Nature, 
prepare  ?  What  potent,   inchanting  Drugs 
might  not  he   infufe   for   his   Diverfion? 
Seeing    there  are   various    Drugs,    which 
will  bring  on  Dijiradlion  for  any   Num- 
ber of  Days,  or  Hours-,  according  to  the 
^antity.     B.  Porta.  Mag.  Nafur.  Lib.  8. 
That  befides,  the  PopiJJj  Priefts  often  blefs- 
ed  a  certain  Portion  of  Bread  and  Water, 
( not   the    Sacramental )    for   feveral   good 
Purpofes,  and  doing  Wonders*      But  I  re- 
plied, thefe  were  Myfteries,  into  which  I 
never  intended  to  be  initiated,  and  fhould 
readily  comply  with  any  Requeft  like  that 
Pag.  50.   In  Petronius ;   "  I  flretch  out  my  Hands, 
Ed.  1669.  ^j^^  intreat,  that  vou  would  not  make  a 
Jefl  of  NoBurnal  Religions ;   nor   traduce 
the  Secrets,  which  all  the  initiated  them- 
Jehes  did  not  know."     Or  rather,  I  ought 
to  become  a  Supplicant  myfelf,    and  beg 
Pardon,  that  I  may  efcape  the  threat  of 
Canidia  againfl  Horace, 

Inultus 
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Jniilius  ut  tu  riferis  Cotyttla?  Epod.  17. 

Et  Efqiiilini  Tontifex  Vejieficz, 
I??7pune  lit  JJrbem  nomine  ifnpleris  meo  ? 
Oh  I  tu  (potei  na?n)  folve  me  demejjtid. 

§.32.  Others  again,  and  not  a  few  a- 
mong  Mr.   Wejlef^   own   Followers,    have 
conceived   thofe  Jira?jge  ylgitations  to  be 
"ooluntary^  mere  Dijjimtdation,  and  coimter- 
Jeit  Tricks  i  fome  tumbH?ig  down  and  bowl- 
ing   to    pleale    their    Mafler,    or   to    be 
•  thought  apt  Scholars,  and  anfwer  ExpeBa- 
tion  in   the    Procefs  of   Mcthodifm,    efpe- 
cially  as  they  have  been  taught  by  both 
my  Correfpondents,  how  glorious  a  Thing 
it  is  to  be  firuck  down,  and  fet  a  roaring. 
Which  is  a  Sort  of  Compofifion  of  Enthu^ 
Jiafm  and  Impoflure,      But  as  far  as   thole 
Effedls    proceeded  merely  from  Diflcmper^ 
or  a  fiipernatural  Agency,    we  fmift  grant 
it  could   not  be   Fidiion.     Mr.   Wefley  in- 
deed   hath  confefTed,    that  *'  the  Convul-z  joum. 
Jions  and  Agitations  of  the  French  Prophe-^'^^'^ 
tefs,  (a  fimilar  Cafe)  might  be  Hyjlerical, 
or  Artificial',  that  the  Spirit  cf  Pride  and 
Lies  was  prevalent  among  h=s  own  Flock, 
—  and   an  imaginary   Infpiration,  —  mere 
empty  Dreams  of  a   heated   hnnginationy 
Mr.  Whiteficld  too   owns,  "  there  is  coitn-c^  jou-rn. 
t£rfeit  Coin  among  them."     But  yet  dueP  7' 
Care  hath  been  taken  for  the  Remo^oal^  and 
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Prevention'  of  fuch  unjuji  Siifpiciojis  in  the 

3  Journ.  prefent  Cafe.  For  "  a  Day  of  Humilia' 
^'  ^^'  tion  is  appointed,  fays  Mr.  Wefley^  to  hum- 
ble ourfelves,  and  own,  that  God  had  jiifl- 
ly  withdrawn  his  Spirit  from  us,  for  our 
manifold  Unfaithfidnefs  j  —  and  above  all, 
for  hlafpheming  his  Work  among  us,  imput- 
ing it  either  to  Nature^  to  the  Force  of 
Imagination^  and  Animal  Spirit s^  or  even 
to  the  Dclufwn  of  the  Devil.  In  that 
Hour  fome  fell  projlr ate  to  the  Grounds -—^ 
But  this  did  not  v/ork  a  full   ConviSlion. 

Tbid.   For  foon    after  we   find  "  many  offended 
p^^  ^9^g  at  ihQ(Q  Tumblings,  Roarings,  &cc.  and  fay- 
ing, they  were  fure  they  might  help  it  if 

4  Journ.   they  would '^ —  it  was  all  a  Cheat  j-r-or  onl/ 
p.  14,  18  Mature,    Imagination,  Animal   Spirits-, — 

P.  52.  they  were  fure  none  cried  out  but  Hypo- 
crites, who  pretended  to  be  in  Fits.''  But, 
however,  "  many  were  convinced '^'  and 
the  Refradory  had  perjonal  and  woful  Ex- 
perience, feeling  it  to  their  Sorrow  :  As 
will  appear,  when  we  come  to  their 
Judicial  Miracles,     One  Inflance   I   iliall 

Wtfiey  nowfubjoin.  "^ — nH — n,  ^Weaver, — 
3  J°^rn.  2.  Man  of  a  regular  Life  and  Converfa-' 
^'  ^^'  tion,  that  conftantly  attended  Prayers,  &c. 
being  informed  that  People  fell  into  ftrange 
Fits  at  the  Societies,  he  came  to  fee  and 
judge  for  himfelf  But  he  was  lefs  fatisfied 
than  before,  and  laboured  above  Mea- 
fure  to  convince  his  Acquaintance,  *  //  was 
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a  Dcliifion  of  the  Dcvil.^  But  he  was 
con*vi?2ced  j  for  the  next  Day,  '  he  Jeli  of^ 
his  Chair,  and  began  fcreajnlng  terribly, 
and  beating  himfelt'  againft  the  Ground. 
Between  One  and  Two  I  came  in,  and 
the  Room  being  full  of  People,  he  cried 
out,  *  Let  all  the  World  fee  the  juft  JuSg- 
mcnt  of  God.'  He  immediately  fixed  his 
Eyes  upon  Me,  and  cried,  *  Ay,  this  is 
he,  who,  I  faid,  was  a  Deceiver  of  the 
People.  But  God  has  overtaken  me.  I 
faid  it  was  all  a  DeliiJio?j,  But  this  is 
no  Dehifion*  He  then  roat'ed  out,  &c. 
We  all  betook  ourfelves  to  P?^ayer.  His 
Pangs  ceafcd,  and  both  his  Soul  and  Body 
wevefet  at  Liberty.'" 

St.  IgnatiiiSy  whofe  Life  Mr.  Wefey  Bartol. 
fays  he  hath  read,  will  afford  a  Parallel.  P-  444- 
**  At  Condom^  a  certain  Citize?2j  in  other 
Refpedls  an  hone/I  Man^  was  above  mea- 
fure  incenfed  againft  the  Society^  and  the 
Father  of  it  j  fo  far  from  paying  Ignatius 
the  Honours  due  to  his  Sainfjhipy  that  he 
charged  him  with  Difimulation  and  Hif- 
irionic  Piety:  and  would  read  the  Ac- 
counts of  the  Saint  J  only  to  wreft  them 
into  Hypocrifyy  or  Pieces  oi  falfe  Hijloryy 
and  thence  proceed  to  his  Railleries  and 
Scoffs,  The  Saint  looked  down  upon 
this  his  Enemy,  as  the  Phyfician  doth 
upon  a  Perfon  in  a  Frenxy^  and  begged 
Mercy  of  God  for   him :  And  coming  to 
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him  in  Venerable  Majejly^  cafl  a  mofl 
lovely  Look  upon  him.  The  Man's  Eye 
and  Mind  were  fo  flruck  with  this,  that 
ht  falls  Jrom  his  Bedj  tumbles  to  the  Ground, 
begs  Pardon  for  the  Injuries  he  had  done, 
makes  a  Vow  of  perpetual  Ohfequioujnep 
to  Ignatius  and  his  Society ;  aa  Obfequi- 
oufnefs  the  more  facred^  as  he  had  been  fo 
injurious,'* 

The  better  to  guard  againft  this  Sur- 
mife  of  DiJ/imulatiotiy  Mr.  Wejley  pro- 
4  Journ.  duceth  this  Cafe.  "  A  Woman,  who 
p.  22-3.  jj^^j  httxs.  before  much  tempted  of  the 
Devi  I  y  funk  down  as  one  dead.  One 
could  not  perceive,  by  any  Motion  of  her 
Breaft,  that  ilie  breathed,  and  her  Pulfe 
was  very  hardly  difcernible.  A  flrange 
Sort  of  Diffimulation  this !  I  wifli  thofe, 
who  think  fo,  would  only  Jlop  their  own 
Breath  and  Pulfe  one  Hour,  and  I  will  then 
fubfcribe  to  their  Opinion." — But,  I  doubt, 
this  Argument  will  very  hardly  be  allowed. 
For  though  he  challengeth  any  one  to  try  \ 
and  his  Friends,  the  E;c(5r<://?i,  fay,  "  'tis 
a  fure  Sign  of  a  PofjeJJion,  when  a  Perfon 
exerts  fuch  Motions  and  Gefiiculations,  as 
cannot  be  imitated  by  one  that  is  well,  and 
in  his  Senfesj"  yet  Phyficians  will  con- 
tend, that  in  fome  Natural  Difiempers 
People  will  be  thrown  into  fuch  unac- 
count  ably  fir  ange  and  convulfive  Motions^  and 
other   extraordinary  Symptoms,  which   no 
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Man  in  Health  can  come  up  to*  And 
whv  n:iuft  the  Trial  be  for  a  whole 
Hour' ;  when  he  doth  not  fay,  that  this 
Woman's  Breatn  and  Pulie  were  flopped 
fo  lo72g  P  Therefore,  although  this  may  not 
be  natural  Difleti/per^  yet  it  may.  To  pro- 
duce a  fimilar  Inftance.  Semiertus  ( de 
mcrbis  a  Vcneficiis^  Cap.  3.)  citeth  a  long 
Account  from  Cornel.  Gemma ^  which  will 
fuit  this,  and  other  Cafes,  in  Mr.  Wejley'^ 
Journals.  "  An  ing^mou^  Girl  of  Fifteen y 
but  fomething  inclined  to  Melancholy^  — * 
fell  into  Fits  of  Con'uidfions  and  Swoonings  5 
and  other  Symptoms  more  violent  than  Hyp- 
tericsy  —  was  ready  to  be  choaked^^^  three 
or  four  Perfons,  the  moft  ftrong,  could 
fcarce  hold  her :  —  Sometimes  fhe  felt  a 
Weight,  and  fometimes  a  Biting  ;  - —  after 
many  Sufferings  a  Tumour  arofe  in  her 
Throat,  and  continued  for  a  garter  of  an 
Hour,  during  which  Time  (lie  remained  in^ 
tirely  dejiitute  of  all  Pulfe  and  Breath ;  fo 
that  even  a  Feather  applied  to  her  Mouth 
would  not  ??wve,  and  her  Body  was  fliff 
as  a  Statue."  And  what  the  IlTue  ?  "  The 
Girl  was  cured,  not  by  the  Spiritual,  but 
Bodily  Phy/ician,  by  Natural  Remedies'." 

But  as  nothi?2g  will  convince  Philofophical 
Men,  they  urge  the  Probability  of  DiJJi- 
mulation  and  Cheat  farther  j  and,  in  Sup- 
ply of  Parallel,  affert,  that  among  the 
feveral    Popijh    Orders    there    are    always 
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j'ome  trained  up  to  aB  a  Parti  ^'?^  prepare 
Accomplices y  who  are  to  counterfeit  Diabo- 
lical Fits^  in  order  to  bring  on  Exorcifms^ 
and  carry   on   the   Trade  of  cheating  filly 
People.     And  they  can  eafily  bring  Proof 
enough    to   fill   whole  Rheams   of  Paper. 
Not  to   mention   the  famous  Jmpojiure  of 
Martha y    (cited   before  from  Thuanus)   or 
the  execrable  Story  of   Jeizer  ;    the   Boy 
of  Bilfony    or  the  Nuns   of  Loudon^    ( for 
which,  fee  Bayle  in  the  Article  Grandier) 
and  the  like  ;  —  they  may  refer  to  feveral 
fuch  DiJjemblerSy  Cheats  j  and  Count  erf eitSy 
in  Wierus  de  Prcefigiis. 
Lib.  3.         One    Story    is   of  '*    a   Beggar,    named 

^Tzt  J^ift^^^->  ^^^^5  ^^  g^t  '^  comfortable  Maiji^ 
tenance,  would  lie  at  the  Church-Doors y 
pretending  to  be  poJje[jed.  Wierus  faw 
him  a5i  his  Part  at  Ni  erne  gen ,  making  his 
Belly  wonderfully  fivclly  and  then  fink 
■  again  ;  and  throwing  his  Limbs  and  Face 
into  unaccountable  Dijhrtions :  His  Wife 
and  Harlot  landing  by  him  with  an  Iron 
Chain  to  bind  him  in  liis  raging  Fits.  At 
length  the  Fraud  ivas  deteBedy  the  Man 
really  feized,  and  put  in  ChainSy  where 
he  conffed  the  Clieat,  and  fliewed  the 
Manner  how   he  olaved  his  Pranks." 

Anotiier  Story  ir.  of  one  "  Flans  Fatter y 
i.  e.  John  the  Father,  who  pretended  that 
on  St.  Johns  Day  he  was  enchanted  by 
Nicholas   Gottely    by    drinking   a    poi fined 
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Draught  5  and  that  Nicholas  confclTed  thi.-i 
at  his  Trials  where  he  was  co?idem?u'dy  and 
afterwards  Imrned.  Hereby,  he  l^iid,  tlie 
Z)<7i;// tormented  him  various  Ways,  bound 
his  Body,  Feet  and  Neck,  with  Iron 
Chains,  and  fliewed  him  for  a  SpeBade  to 
all.  He  added  alfo  ivondcrful  Phantoms^ 
Apparitions  and  SpeBrcs.  Every  Thing  he 
could  not  relate,  but  faid,  every  Thing 
was  written  hijlorically  in  a  regular  'Jour- 
nal;  that  the  World  might  fee  hoiv  cru- 
elly the  Devil  had  tortured  and  tore  him. 
Nor  did  he  pafs  over  his  Cuftom  of 
Praying,  hearing  Sermons,  and  commimi- 
catifigj  and  affirmed,  that  he  had  an  Im^ 
pulfe  to  preach  Repentance.  Coming,  in 
Jiis  Courje  of  Vijiting,  to  Noringberg,  the 
Magiftrates  ordered  him  to  be  narrowly 
watched  and  guarded  j  when  he  would 
fometimes  prefs  to  be  gone,  preten^  De- 
fpair,  with  other  Artifices.  But  being  de- 
tained, he  at  length  confeffed  that  he  never 
was  bound  by  the  'Devil,  but  jnade  his  own 
Chains.  In  (liort,  he  difcovered  his  whole 
Art,  that  his  Miracles  were  mere  hies, 
and  all  a  Trick  to  get  a  Livelihood.  For 
which  ample  Confejjion  his  Punifliment  was 
mitigated,  and  he  was  only  expofed  on  a 
Pillory  for  2ipubUck  Speclacle  and  Deri/ion." 
A  third  Account  concerneth  a  Girl  of 
about  twenty,  well  habited,  but  with  a 
fierce  Look,  who  was  going  to  St.  Iii(- 
Z  2  bert^ 
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herf,  to  be  freed  from  the  Toke  of  Satan. 
She  was  furniflied  with  Letters  I'eftimo- 
nialy  to  obtain  Frovifions  on  the  Road  j 
and  was  attended  by  a  Monk  about  thirty^ 
bccaufe  the  Devil's  AJjaults  were  kfs  ter- 
rible in  his  Trejence  j  and  for  this  Reafon 
file  co77feJjedy  that  he  was  her  Companion 
in  Bed.  She  was  thought  to  be  Epileptic. 
And  the  Monk  boajled,  that  by  three  Words 
he  could  make  a  horrible  SpeSlacie  of  her.'' 
[If  that  be  the  proper  Englijlj  of  the  Words, 
Se  tribus  verbis  pojj'e  horribile  in  ed  fpcc- 
taculum  excitare.] 

After  a  fourth  Account  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture, but  greater  Wickednefs^  we  have  an 
Account  of  one  %  Barthohma^a^  a  Servant 
Maid,  who,  when  Mafs  was  faid  in  the 
German  T^ohgiie,  contrary  to  Cuftom,  and 
the  Hymn,  '  Glory  be  to  God  on  high,'  be- 
gan, became   immediately    Ecjiatic,    as    if 
feized  by  the  Devil,   and  raifed  a  grievous 
Dillurbance.      But   when   the    fame   was 
fung  hi  Latin,  fhe  was  not  affeBed.     Her 
Mifrefs,  a  prudent  Matron,  promifed   the 
Maid  to  cure  her,   if  flie  v/ould  come  into 
her  Chamber.     The  Maid  came  j  the  Mif 
trefs    repeated   the   Hymn  in    the   German 
tongue.    Inftantly  the  Fits  return  j  and  the 
Maid,  obfervijig  a  proper  Place  to  fall  in, 
was  throw^n  violently  on  the  Ground.  The 
Miftrefs  prefently  takes  up  her  Coats,  and 
(affifted   by  her  Daughter,  who  held  the 
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Maid  down)  makes  on  Imprejjion  upon  her 
Tojlcriors  ivith  Jeveral  (mart   Strokes  of  a 
Rod ;  which  threw  the  Maid  into  zipfeigned, 
horrible   Contorfions.      For,    as  Hippocrates 
iays,   '  Extreme  Diflenipers  require  extreme 
Remedies'     After  this  ihe  could  hear  the 
Hymn  without  any  Commotion^  except   what 
arofe  in  her  Mind  by  being  tivittcd,  when- 
ever   Ihe  went   abroad,    by  fome  unlucky 
RogueSy  who  would  gather  about  her,  and 
fing    the   faid   Hymn  in    her  Ears.      The 
Maid 3  fays    Wierus,    confeJJ'ed  to  712 e,    that 
flie  was  pcrfe5lly  cured  by  her  Mijirefs  in 
this   Manner."       So   much   from   Wierus. 
My  Philofophical  Friends  highly  commend- 
ed  this  Method  of  drtwing  a  little  Blood 
in  the  lorjer    Parts,    by  Way  oj  Revulfion 
from  the  Head-,  adding,  that  it  might  be 
no  bad   Remedy,   if  fome  more  Cheats  of 
this   Sort    (  for    Inftance,    the    MethodijU 
Teacher,    who  fixed  the  Day  for  the  Day 
of  yudgment)    in  order  to  carry   the   Re- 
njuljion  ftill  farther  from  the  Head,    were 
laid  by  the  Heels.     But  I  told  them,  Pe?'- 
fe  cut  ion  ivas  a  wicked  Thing.     And  yet    I 
might  obferve,  what  the  Exorcifis  affirm, 
**  that  the  Devil  may  fometimes  be  drove  Thyra. 
out  by  Scourging,  a  Cudgel,  or  Box  on  the  Daemon. 
Ear ;  efpecially  when  he  will  not  yield  to 
(acred  R  emcdies . ' ' 

But   if  I   may    fpeak  my   Mind  freely 
concerning  the  horrid  Tellings ^  Convulfions, 
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&c.  among  the  Methodijls^  my  real  and 
Jincere  Opinion  is  this :  "  That,  though 
there  is  Reafon  to  fufped  Diffivmla- 
tion  and  Counterfeit  in  feveral  Inftan- 
€es  i  yet,  that  the  greatejl  Part  of 
their  Sufferings  is  involuntary  ;  they  camiot 
help  It.''  Some  Light  will  be  given  to 
this  Matter  in  tlie  7iext  S?Bion.  And  I 
readily  juhfcribe  to  what  Mr.  JVejley  hath 
Anfwer  to  owned  J  "  I  look  upon  fome  of  thefe  Cafes 
Cburcb,  ^g  wholly  7iatural',  on  the  reft,  as  mixt ; 
both  the  Di [order,  and  the  Removal ^  be- 
§  m^ partly  natural,  zn^  partly  ?20t''  What 
hQ  precifely  meaneth  by  thefe  Mixtures,  or 
in  ivhat  RefpeSfs  the  Diforders  were  not 
natural,  I  leave  him  to  declare.  But  if 
the  poor  Creatures  muft  be  put  to  the 
Torture,  and  have  Pains  and  Agonies  in- 
£[i<5led  on  them,  above  all  Dejcription,  too 
horrid  to  be  borne ;  I  muft  confefs,  I  fee 
little  Difference,  whether  they  are  Be- 
devil'd.  Bewitched,  Bejefuited,  or  Be- 
wejleyed. 

§.33.  It  were  now  Time  to  bring  on 
the  Cure,  the  Pemoval  of  thefe  dreadful 
Calamities.  But  there  is  no  paffing  over 
a  Circumftance,  the  mojl  furprifing  (I  think) 
and  unaccountable  in  the  whole  Dijpenfatton 
of  Methodifm.  I  mean  the  violent  Scream- 
ings,  Contorfions  and  Agonies,  and  Tum- 
blings, of  fuch  a  Number  of  Perfons,  all 
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at  one   Time,    by  Sympathy ;    or   quickly 
after  one  another,  by  Contagion. 

Mr.  Wcjlcy  giveth  this  Account  of  the 4  journ. 
State  of  his  Society :  "  If  one  Member  fuf-^-  37- 
feredy    all  the    Members  fiiffered  with    it. 
So  ftrange  a  Sympathy  did  I  never  obferve 
before.     Whatever  confiderable  ^Temptation 
fell   on  any  one,    unaccountably  fpreaded 
itfelf  to  the  reft ;    fo  that  exceeding  few 
were  able   to  cfcape   it."     What  Sort  of 
Temptations    he    intends,    I    know    not. 
But    the   Words   fuit   well   with  his   Ac- 
counts of  their  common  Roarings  and  Tell- 
ings^ jailing    to    the  Ground  Heaps   upon 
Heaps,  in  wonderful  Agreement  ^  and  the 
Infeilion  catching   others    with    furprifing 
Qjicknefs    and    Rapidity.      "  One,    and  Wefley. 
another,  and  another  funk  to  the  Earth.  5  Jo"f"- 
They  dropped  on  every  Side  as  thuiider-     '^^' 
ftruck. — Three  Perfons  almoft  at  once  funk  P.  44,  46, 
down  as    dead.  —  Many  fall  to  the  Earth, 5^- 

exceedingly    trembling. Several     drop 

down,  roar,  beat  thcmfelves  againft  the 
Ground,  &c-  infomuch  that  all  the  Houfe 
(and  all  the  Street  for  fome  Space)  was 
in  an  Uproar.  —  Some  funk  down,  fome  p.  -s,  55. 
trembled,  fome  torn  with  Convulfions  j 
another  dropt  down  in  a  violent  Agony  : 
—  Twenty-fix  of  thofe,  who  had  been 
thus  affeded. — One  before  rne  dropt  down 
as  dead,  and  prefcntly  a  Second,  and  a 
Third,     Five  others  funk  down,  —  Seven 
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3  journ.  q^  eight  Perfofls  at  once. — No  fooner  had 
P-  *'  5-  jy/[j.^  Whitefield  begun,  than  four  Perfons 
funk  down  clofe  to  him.  —  Seven  or  eight 
conflrained  to  roar.  —  A  young  Woman 
funk  down  in  a  violent  Agony,  —  five  or 
fix  others. — eight  or  nine  more  j  —  a  Girl, 
and  her  Mother,  who  lofl  her  Senfes  in 
a  Moment.  —  Four  Perfons  almoft  in  the 
fame  Morrient.  —  Roarings  of  a  Number 
at  once,  as  if  all  were  putting  to  the 
Sword."- — 

Thefe,  and  mmy  more  fuch  fudden 
Blafts,  and  wide-fpreading  Contagions^  we 
have  in  one  of  Mr.  JVeJl-ey^  ycurnah  j  who 
muft  have  the  Heart  of  a  Stone ^  not  Xofeel 
the  Mifery  ^  and  the  Heart  of  a  Tyrafit,  or 
Inquifitor^  to  rejoice  and  triumph  at  it. 
And  what  ihall  we  fay  to  thefe  Things  ? 
Or  how  account  for  them  ? 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that  we  are  not 
fufiiciently  acquainted  with  the  Conjlitii- 
tion  of  Nature^  and  the  Laws  of  the  Cre- 
ator ;  particularly  not  with  the  human 
Frame  j  how  Soul  and  Body  adl  upon  each 
other-,  how  o/Zj^t  Beings  and  Parts  oFthe 
Creation  may  a6t  upon  either  ;  —  and  ef- 
pecially  in  a  dijiempercd  State ;  a  Diforder 
of  Mind,  or  Body.  More  Knowledge  is 
necefiary  towards  accounting  for  every 
Kind  and  Degree  of  Injetlion,  In  general 
we  hear  much,  and  no  doubt  truly,  of 
Contagions  communicated  by  the  Air ;  by 

the 
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the  EyCj  the  ydcej  the  Touchy  the  Breathy 
Effluvia  and   Vapours  confining    of  fiibtk 
Particles,  and   of  a  very  penetrating  Na- 
ture,     In  Dijlempers  (  befides  thofe  uni- 
verfally  allowed  to  be  contagious)  Epiiep^ 
JieSy   ConvuiJionSy    the  Chin-cough ^    &c.    are 
by  many  brought  under  this  Clafs ;  and, 
perhaps    many    more    Diforders,    both   of 
Mind  and  Body^  are  of  the  catching  Kind, 
than  is  commonly  admitted.     It  hath  been 
cbferved  of  Superjlitiony  and  Enthufiafm  in 
particular,  that  they  are  very  catching  and 
infeSiiouSy  running  like  wild  Fire  from  Breajl 
to  Breajl.     That  the  AffeBions  and  Pajjions 
of  the  Mind  cannot  only  change  a  Perfon's 
own    Body^    but   make    Impreffions   upon 
another y  fo  as  to  give^  or  take  away^  divers 
DifeafeSy  mental  and  corporal  \  and  that  a 
corrupted  and  polluted  Imagination  is  ca- 
pable of  corrupting  and  polluting  the  am- 
bient Air  J  fo   that   thofe  who  fuck  it  in 
fliall   be    thrown   into   the   fame   Malady, 
Thus  'tis  affirmed  in  Plutarch^    **  J  pro-  Sympof. 
nounce  it  confidently,  that  all  the  PaJJions'^^^-  5- 
of  the  Soul,    being  well  rooted,  will   in-^'^*  ^' 
duce  evil  Habits,   and  being  moved  on  any 
Occafion   will  carry   Perfons,  even  againft 
their  Wills,  into  thefe  natural  and  familiar 
Af'Bionsr 

Nor  will  it  be  thought  ftrapj^t ,  that  the 

Contagion  fliould  have  a  quicker  and  [tron- 

ger  Effdiy  when   it  catcheth .  Perfons  of 

A  a  'Li)cak 
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weak  Heads    and  TJnderJiandings ;    or    oF 
weak,  /ickly,    tender    and    delicate  Nerves 
and  Spirits,    which  are  fo   eajily  affeBed. 
Nor  is  it  ftrange,  if  this  fhould  be  much 
more  tbe'Cafe ;  when  the  Company  are  of 
the  fame  Cajl  and  Coj?iplexion  of  Body,  and 
^iirn  of  Mind ',  the  fame  I'emper  and  Dif 
temper.      The    leaft    Spark    falling    upon 
Perfons  already  heated  will  foon  rife  into 
a  Flame.     To  make  ufe  of  Dr.  Hartley's 
Sentiments ;  "  Knthufiajin  may  be  defined, 
a  miftaken   Perfiiafion   of   being  peculiar 
Favourites  with  God.  —  This  works  gene- 
rally in   Perfons   of   ftrong   Fancies,    and 
little  Judgment,  efpecially  where  there  is 
a  natural  Difpofition,  and  that  fermented 
by  Difeafe.  —  The  convulfive  Motions  are 
apt  to  return  of  themfelves  j  —  ^n^  feeing  a 
Perfon   in  Coiivulfions    is  apt   to    occafion 
them   in   Perfons  of  nervous  and  irritable 
Frames. —  And  there  is  Reafon  to  believe, 
that  fome  Enthufiafis  and  Impofors   have 
been  able  to  throw  themfelves  into  Con- 
vuljions  by  a  voluntary  Power;    and  par- 
ticularly, as  it  feems,  by  introducing y?ro;?^ 
Ideas,  and  internal  Feelings.'" 

This  contigious  Communication  may  be 
illuilrated  by  the  Cafe  of  Perfons  bit  by 
the  tarantula  '*  a  venomous,  Italian  Spi- 
der, whofe  Sting  caufes  the  fame  Appear- 
ances with  the  Hyfterical  Affe5iions,  The 
Diforder   is    fometimes    counterfeited    by 
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ivanton  Womeriy  but  is  often  a  real  Malady  y 
the  Perfon  bit  being  feized  with  a  Diffi- 
culty of  Breathing,  univerilil  Fainting  and 
Trembling ;  —  and  growing  by  Degrees 
melancholy,  ftupid,  and  flrangely  timo- 
rous.  The  only  Cure  is  Mujjc,  which  fets 
all  the  Patients  a  Dancing,  At  the  firfl 
Sound  they  begin  to  move  their  Hands 
and  Feet,  and  foon  dance  with  wonderful 
Vigour.  In  the  mean  time  they  lofe  in  a 
manner  the  Ufe  of  all  their  Sejifes,  do 
many  ridiculous  and  fbolifh  Tricks,  talk 
and  ad:  obfcenely  and  rudely  j  —  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  can't  bear  the  Sight  of 
any  Thing  black ;  in  general  are  Phrene- 
tic and  delirious.  But  by  a  Continuance 
of  the  Miific  they  are  fweated  and  agitated 
into  Health.  —  We  may  allow  fomewhat 
to  the  determinate  Force,  and  particular 
Modulation  of  the  trembling  Percuffions 
of  the  Air,  made  by  the  mufical  Chords 
upon  the  Elajiic  Fibres  of  the  Brain.  — 
This  we  fee  in  the  common  Experiment, 
of  two  mujical  Injlruments,  tuned  both  to 
the  fame  Pitch  :  The  Strings  of  the  one 
being  y/n/C/(',  the  correfpondent  Strings  of 
the  others  will  found."  This  from  Dr. 
Meads  Account  of  the  Tarantzda.  See 
alfo  Chamber  Sy  in  Tara?2tida  and  Tar  an- 
tiftnus. 

Accordingly,  as  one  and  the  fame  Mag- 
got bites   the  Methodijls,    who   are    much 
A  a  2  of 
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of  the  fame  Complexion  of  Body,  and 
Turn  of  Mind  ;  the  fame  Effeds  are  equal- 
ly produced  in  all.  They  are  a  Sort  of 
tlnijojis,  fere  wed  up  to  the  fa?7ie  Key  ;  one 
being  Jirucky  the  reft  anfwer  to  the  given 
Note ;  and  by  that  Propagation,  (or  fome 
fecret  Sympathy )  are  Jlruck  in  the  fame 
Majiner  -,  and  all  are  feized,  as  foon  as  they 
are  worked  up  to  the  fame  Degree  of  En^ 
thujiafm. 

Of  the  fame  contagious  Nature  is  what 
is  called  St.  Vitus's  Dance ;  imputed  by 
fome  to  HyJlericSy  Convulfions^  &c.  This 
Diftemper  raged  much  in  Germany  ;  feiz- 
ing  moft  Sort  of  People,  efpecially  the 
Vulgar,  who  in  great  Numbers  became 
horridly  furious,  running  about  roaring, 
foaming,  till  their  Breath  failed.  This 
happened  particularly  when  they  vijited 
St.  Vitus'^  Chapel;  and  might  be  thought 
a  juft  Punijfhment  for  their  loving  2.  falfe 
and  wicked  Religion,  had  not  their  Cure 
followed  by  Prayer  to  St.  Vitus. 

In  the  Dialogue  of  Plato,    called  lon^ 

Socrates    egregioufly    derideth    that    'vain 

Eck.    Creature ;    "  who  pretended   an  Ability, 

Tom""i.  ^bove   all    Mankind,     to  explain   Homer ^ 

p.  530.  and  infpire  others  with  his  Knowledge  ^ 

for  which   he   deferved    a   Golden  Crown, 

Socrates  obferves,  that  the  Enthufiafiic  Fury 

of  a  Poet    was  7iot  an  Art,    but   Divine 

Imitation  -,    which,    like    the  Load-Stone^ 

not 
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not  only  drawcth  Irofi,    but  communlca- 
teth   the   fame  Qnulity   through   a   whole 
Chain,     And  thus  a  Divine  Seizure  fhall 
run  through  a  whole  Series  of  EnthufiaJIs^ 
as  it    were  by    Sympathy ;    one   catching 
it  from  another.     All  fpeak  moft  divi?2ely\ 
when    they   are   out  of  their  SenfeSj    and, 
like  the  Corybantes  and  Bacchinah^  are  in- 
ftigated  by  Madnefs,  by  an  Ohfejjlon  of  their 
peculiar  Deity,     His  Words  and  Geftures, 
his   Tone    and    Modulation   alone    ftrike 
them,  one  after  another  -,  to  all  other  Rites 
they  are  immoveable." 

In  Lucian^  de  Syria  Dea^  we  have  aa 
Account  of  her  Myfteries  j  wherein  "  thofe, 
who  carry  the  Image  of  their  Deity,  are 
whirled  about  as  with  a  Vertigo^  the  Deity 
leaping  from  one  into  another.  In  thefe. 
Myfieries  attend  a  great  Number  of  Holy 
Men,  and  furious  Fanatical  Wo7neny  for 
the  Sake  of  Prayer.  The  Prifls  begin 
the  Ceremony,  and  while  they  are  celebrat- 
ing the  Orgia,  making  horrid  Noifes,  cut- 
ting themfelves,  &c.  the  Fury  prefently 
feizeth  the  reft,  and  many,  who  came  only 
as  Spectators,  are  a(!ted  in  the  lame  Man- 
ner." 

Befides  thefe  Myfteries,  (which  may  be 
reckoned  as  Types  and  Shadows  of  Mctho- 
difm)  fome  common  Licidents  in  Life  may 
farther  illuftratc  the  Cafe  of  a  contagions 
Propagation.     Upon  feeing  a  Pcrfon  yaivn^ 

others. 
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others,  not'difpofed  to  it  before,  are  fet  a 
Tawning,  The  hearing  a  grating  Sound, 
or  feeing  another  eat  crabbed  Fruit,  is  apt 
to  fet  our  own  T^eeth  on  Edge. — How  often 
are  Feo^[e  frighted,  (even  by  Perfons  in  a 
Joke)  into  Dijiortions^  Convuljiofis,  and 
other  grievous  Diforders  ?  Or,  perhaps, 
thrown  into  Madnefs  by  fome  affedling 
Objed:  of  the  fame  Nature  ?  —  In  Diftem- 
pers,  Small  Pox,  Plague,  &c.  how  often,, 
and  eafily,  will  Fear  alone  draw  the  In- 
fection 3  or  feeing  another,  tho'  at  a  Dif- 
tance,  with  the  freJJo  Marks  upon  him  ? 
Deep  Cogitation  upon  the  Diftemper 
bringing  the  Diilemper,  and  Imagination 
hatching  the  very  Malady,  on  which  it 
fat  Brooding.  —  How  ftrong  is  Imagination 
in  Women  with  Child  ?  And  how  com- 
mon, when  difappointed  of  what  they 
have  longed  for,  or  upon  feeing  fome 
monjirom  OhjeB,  to  catch  the  Imprejjion, 
and  communicate  to  their  Children  the 
fame  Marks,  which  were  the  Objedl  of 
their  Dcjire,  or  Averjion^  Even  ftrong 
and  healthy  Perfons,  by  fome  miferable 
Spe5facle,  will  fometimes  grow  ill,  and 
their  Conftitution  fuddenly  be  altered  by 
an  Emotion  and  Alteration  of  the  Spirits, 
Humours  and  Blood.  Much  more  then 
will  a  difafed  Body  or  Mi7id,  be  thrown 
into  a  bad  Condition,  even  by'  a  fmall  In- 
cident ;    and   dfual  and   tragical  OhjeSis 

muft 
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muft  have  a  powerful  Effecft,  and  flick 
clofe  to  weak  Spirits  and  melancholy  Tem- 
pers. Why  therefore  fhould  not  Vapours 
and  Effluvia  from  a  Methodiji,  (fuppofed 
to  be  infpiredj  or  dijiempered,  or  pojj'ejjed) 
work  themfelves  into  the  Breafts  of  the  By- 
Jfanders,  and  communicate  fimilar  EffeSts  f 
Why  (hould  not  Hope,  or  Fear,  or  Ex^ 
pcBation,  of  what  they  are  taught  to  ex- 
pert, added  to  ^ight  aiid  Feeling,  natu- 
rally caufe  the  fame  Marks  and  Deformi^ 
ties,  upon  which  their  Mind  hath  been 
fo  intent  ?  In  general,  why  fhould  not 
the  Contagion  fweep  away  all  before  it  ? 

— —  Qir  non  Jiimitletur,  cat  que  Metam.  4. 

Fer  cognatajuis  exempla  fiiroribus  Ino  F    43°' 

§.  34.  As  to  particular  Inftances  of  this 
contagious  ISlnturc,  I  fliall  feled:  a  few  from 
Hijiory.     Lucian  relates  "  a  Difeafe  feiz-  vol.  ir. 
ing  almoft  all  the  Citizens  of  Abdera ',  a  fag-  1. 
Sort  of  Fever,    which  had  a  very  ridicu-^'f"  ^^^' 
lous  Effed.      They  were  all  infligated  to  ^^  \ 
a   loud  Roaring,    finging  Scraps   of  Tra- 
gedy,  and  efpecially  out  of  the  Andromeda 
cj\  Euripides, 

Cupid,  Prince  of  Gods  and  Men,  &c. 

-..The  Enthujiafm  continued  during  the  Heat 
ioi  the  Su?nmer,  but  left  them  at  Winter. '\ 

Lauren{. 
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Mall.         Laurent.  Ananias   fays,  "  Thofe  Infer^ 
Tom  ^2.   ^^^  Harpies^  the  Devils^  fo  defile  and  in- 
Part  2.     fedl  the  Places  they  haunt,  that  all,  who . 
P-  ^*-     come   near  them,  fliall  run  fanatical  and 
mad.     As  it   lately  happened  in  the  Or- 
fhan'%  Hofpital   at  Ro?7ie  ;    where   in  one 
Nightmare  than  fifty  Girls  ivere  poffeff'ed.''' 
.—  Something   like  this  was  the  Effect  of 
the  charming  Bourignons  In/litution.      For 
Sijlid.    "  in  an  Hofpital  of  poor  Girls,  whom  {he 
Introd    -charitably  governed^    flie   difcovered    them 
all  to  be  Witches  in  exprefs  Compact  with  the 
Devil r 

Thefe  Accounts  may  not  perhaps  in 
all  Refpecfls  agree  v/ith  the  Cafe  of  Mr. 
Wifey's  Patients.  That  Popifj  Fanaticifm 
muft  run  Parallel  to  it,  I  was  perfuaded 
in  my  own  Mind,  but  could  not  be  fully 
fatisfied,  till  I  met  with  fome  Cafes  in 
TVieriis  de  Prcefigiis^  which  come  up  to 
Lib.  3.  a  complete  Comparifbn.  "  Wonderful  and 
C^p- 9' 'o> horrible  was  the  Vexation  of  fome  Reli- 
gious  Nuns  at  Wert^  feized  by  the  Devil, 
who,  by  Means  of  fome  Salt  brought  to 
them  by  an  old  Woman^  were  grievoufly 
tormented  ;  fome  with  Laughing  FitSj  fome 
horridly  co?2Vulfed  a?id  contorted^  or  lying 
down  as  dead.  Thefe  Tortures  continued  a- 
mong  them  In  the  Nunnery  for  three  Years.'* 
**  A  Cafe  not  unlike  was  that  of  fome  Virgins 
confecrated  fo  the  firiSl  Rules  of  St.  Bridget ; 
who    were  tormented    in    divers   ftrange 

Manners^ 


Manners,  leaping  about,  and  fcreaming  out 
horribly,  their  Jaws  contra(5led,  &c.  The 
Caufe  of  this  Tragedy  was  imputed  to  a 
Virgin  in  Love  with  a  young  Man  ;  but 
her  Parents  thought  it  an  iinfuitable  Match, 
While  fhe  was  in  this  Angui(h,  the  Df- 
i)il  appeared  to  her  in  the  Shape  of  that 
young  Man^  perfuading  her  to  be  a  Fro^ 
ftjj'ed  Nun.  She  complied  ;  and  no  fooner 
was  cloijler'd,  bat  flruck  with  a  Fury\  flie 
became  a  horrid  SpeSlacle  to  all,  in  various 
Refpeds.  And  the  Evil,  as  by  Contagion, 
pafTed  into  many  others  of  the  Nuns.''-^ 
Of  the  fame  Nature  were  the  7nonflroii$ 
Convuifiom  of  all  Kinds  inflicted  by  the 
Devil  upon  the  Virgins  in  the  Nunnery  of 
Kentorp,  which  feized  them  once  a  Day, 
or  oftener,  continuing  fometimes  for  feve- 
ral  Hours.  Some  of  them  in  the  AcceJJion 
of  the  Malady,  on  Account  of  the  Con- 
vulfiom  of  the  Spiritual  Parts,  and  the 
Tongue,  could  not  jpeah  They  were 
not  equally  torn  j  but  fome  more,  and 
fome  lefs.  But  this  was  almofl  univerfal, 
that  when  any  one  of  them  was  feized ; 
the  rejiy  though  in  feparate  apartments, 
hearing  only  the  tumultuous  Noife  of  the 
former,  were  tormented  in  the  fame  mi- 
ferable  Way.  In  order  to  difcover  the 
Origin,  Increafe,  and  tragical  IlTue  of  this 
Calamity  ;  and  to  prevent  other  fuch  At- 
tempts and  horrible  Vexations  of  Satan; 
B  b  1  ihall 
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I  Ihall  truly  relate,  in  few  Words,  what 
upon    diligent  Enquiry    I   received   from 
Anne  Lcmgou^  own  Mouth,  a  fenfible  F/V- 
^//7,  and  one  in  this  Nunnery.     '  She  was 
firfl  taken  with  a  Pain  in  her  left  Hypo- 
chondrium^    and    being    deemed    'Epileptic^ 
was  fent  to  the  Monafiery  of  Nonhert^  to 
drink  out  of  St.  Cornelius's  Scull-,  where- 
by the  Nmis  told  about,  but  falfely,  that 
we  was  better.     Afterwards  growing  worfe, 
together  with  other  Nuns,    they  went  to 
the  Conjurer,    who  told  them,  they  were 
bewitched  by  Alice  Kamentz.     The  Devil, 
taking   a    Handle   from    this,    began    tor- 
menting   them   with   manfold  Convidfions, 
tumblings  on  the  Ground,  depriving  them 
of   their   Senfes,    making    them   bite   and 
beat  one  another  j  fo  that  they  feemed  not 
to  be  in  their  own  Power.     Anna,  in  her 
Fits,  fpoke  as  if  another  [poke  through  her  : 
She   underflood   what  fhe  faid,  but,  after 
fpeaking,    intirely  forgot   it.      When    fhe 
would  pray  ferioufly,  fhe  was  fo  hindered 
by  the  evil  One,  that  fhe  could  ?iot  move 
her  Tongue.     But  whenever  fhe   run  over 
her  Beads  without  Thought  and  Attention, 
fhe  did  it  with  Eafe  and  Pleafure  j  Satan 
not  hindering  her.     If  a  good  Perfon  fpoke 
to  her,    flie  feemed   as  puniflied   by    the 
Devil.     But  if  other  Women  talked  to  her 
of  ludicrous  Matters,  flie  was  wonderfully 
pleafed.      When    ilie    was    exorcifed,    (ItQ 
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leemed  to  vomit  an  incredible  Quantity  of 
Blood,  but  felt  no  Hurt.  But  this  was 
common  to  all  the  Virgins  thus  poffelTed  by 
the  Devil,  that,  together  with  ir?~egtdar 
Pains  y  they  had  a  creeping  Sen  fat  ion  under 
the  Soles  of  their  Feet,  as  if  burned  with 
hot  Water.  The  Devil  was  ufed  to  fpeak 
frequently,  and  much  out  of  the  Mouths 
of  the  younger  Girls ,  when  deprived  of  their 
SenfeSy  and  terrify  them  with  Vifions,  and 
appearing  to  them  in  divers  Shapes.  As  to 
Anna  herfelf,  when  her  Parents  had  taken 
her  out  of  the  Nunnery ,  and  flie  had  taken 
a  firm  Refohitioji  never  to  return  to  it, 
but  to  ferve  God  out  of  it  in  a  founder 
Mind;  the  Calamity  was  at  an  End.'* 
This  certainly  was  an  excellent  Remedy. 
And  yet  Enthufafm  had  fuch  hold  of  her, 
that  "  whenever  the  Mother  Abbefs  fent 
her  but  a  Letter,  all  her  Body  was  in  a 
Horror^  as  if  (he  was  relapfing.  At  length 
flie  married,  and  felt  no  more  of  her  Dif 
order.  She  added,  that  Alice  Kamentz 
herfelf  would  fometimes  be,  as  it  were, 
Epileptic,  and  tdXkfenfeleJly-,  and  the  Nims 
concluded,  (lie  brought  this  Evil  .on  her^ 
felf  that  fhe  might  not  feem  to  have  be- 
witched  others.  Hence  they  imputed  their 
^ormejits  neither  to  God,  nor  to  the  Devil, 
but  to  Alice  Kamentz.''  —  Wier  relates  far- 
ther, "  how  the  Contagion  foon  caught 
the  neighbouring  Towns  and  Villages,  ef- 
B  b  2  pecially 
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pecially  five  Perfons,  whom  a  certain 
Preacher  had  taken  into  his  Chamber^  in 
order  to  guard  them  againji  the  De'uices  of 
Satan.'"  He  relates  too  fome  other  Cafes 
of  this  infeBious  Nature,  which  can't  de^ 
cently  be  tranfcribed. 

Thefe  feveral  Circumflances  fo  exadily 
tally  with  Mr.  Wejlefs  Fatients,  I  think,  in 
every  F articular,  that  they  fl:and  in    need 
of  no  Application.     Nor  is  it  neceffary  tcy 
determine  precifely,   who,  or  what,  is  the 
Caufe,      Popery  and  Methodifm  are  agreed 
as  to  Matter  of  FaB ;  which  is  my  proper 
Bujinefs  to  Jhew.      One   Piece   of  Advice 
however,  in  Dr.  TViers  Words,   I  would 
inculcate  for  avoiding  contagious   Company. 
Lib.  IV.    "  If  a  Number  of  People  fhould  be  thus 
^ap.  29-  pojj^jjed  in  the  fame  Place,  (as  is  ufual  in 
Monafieries,  particularly  of  Virgins,  whofe 
Organs  are  moil:  expofed  to  Satan's  Pranks) 
before  all   Things  Care   fliould    be  taken 
to  feparate  them,  and  fend  each  to  their 
Parents  and  Relations  j  and  not  leave  them 
to   Superjlitious   Friejis  and  Impofiors,     in 
Hopes  of  a  Cure  from  their  pretended  Ce~ 
remonies ;  or  think  by  abjurd  Rites  to  drive 
away  the  Devil,  who  does  but  laugh  at, 
and  delude  them. — Toung  Perfons  efpecially 
fhould  never  be  admitted  to  thefe  horrid 
SpeSiacles,  left  being  frighted  with  the  U>^- 
commonncfs  and  Violence  of  the  Torments, 
they  fhouJd  contraB  the  Evil  tbemfelves.'^ 

On 
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On  the  contrary,  Mr.  JVeJley  is  labouring 
heartily  to  bring  as  many  luch  together  as 
he   can,    efpecially   of  the  younger   Sort ; 
and  to  fee  them  groaning,  convulfed,  flruck 
to  the  Ground,  and  ftriking  others  down 
in  Heaps,  by  Sympathy^  or  Contagion  j  and 
the  more  the  better  : —  This  is  his  peculiar 
Bufmefsj    his   'Trade,    and  his   Joy.      This 
Article  therefore  I  conclude  in  the  Words 
oi  M.  Cafaubon-,  **   To  commend  this  toEnthuf. 
ordinary  People,  and   to  Women  efpecially, P'  '7i-3' 
is  to   perfuade  them   to    Madnefs,   and  to 
expofe  them  to  the  Illufions  of  the  Devil, 
always  ready  to  take  fuch  Advantages.  The 
Ufe   of  this  Theology  doth  moft   properly 
belong  to  Jefiiits,  and  Jefuited  Politicians ; 
who  have  no  better  Way  to  bring  their 
Defigns  to    pafs,    than   by  the  Hands  of 
thofe,  whom  they  have  brought  up  to  thefe 
myjiical  Arts  ;    who,    befides   their  com- 
mon  Obligation    of    blind   Obedience,    by 
long,  forced,    iinld  Contemplation,  are  be- 
come ecjlatical,   i,  e.    fitted   for  any  defpe- 
rate  Attempt.  —  Let  others  admire  Witches 
and  Magicians  as  much  as   they  will ;  I 
honour  and  admire  a  good  Fhyjician  much 
more,    who  can  (as  God's  Li/irument)  by 
his  Knowledge  oi  Nature,  bring  a  Man  to 
his   right  Wits  again,  when  he  hath  loft 
them;  and  I  tremble  {Homojum\  humani 
nihil  a  me  alienum  puto)  when  I  think  that 

one 
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ene  Madman  is  enough  to  infeB  a  whole 
'Province  y 

§.  35.  This  Cafe  of  Sympathy  and  Con^ 
tagion  may  perhaps  receive  additional 
Light,  by  considering  what  Sort  of  Perfo?2S 
are  moft  hkely  to  fall  into  Efithujiafm^ 
particularly  that  of  Methodifm  ;  and  con- 
fequently  into  thefe  dreadful  Diforders  and 
I'orments^  both  of  Body  and  Mind.  This 
fhall  be  done  partly  in  my  own  Words, 
partly  by  their  Pagan  and  Popijh  Allies, 
and  partly  by  their  ^.ondam  Favourite  Mr. 
Law,  in  his  Treatife  of  Regeneration -,  for 
which  he  has  incurred  Mr.  PTeJlefs  Indig- 
nation. 

(i.)  Toung  Perfons,  Boys  and  Girls. 
Thefe  being  arrived  neither  to  Ripenefs 
of  Reafon,  nor  folid  Conflitution  of  Body, 
are  eafily  moved  by  Hopes  and  Fears; 
are  credulous,  foon  poffeffed  with  Stories 
of  Witches,  Apparitions,  or  any  Thing 
marvellous;  foft  and  duBile,  fitted  to  re- 
ceive any  Impre[jions,  to  fancy  Vifions,  to 
receive  InfeBion ;  in  general,  from  a  Ten- 
dernefs  of  Frame  eafily  Jlruck  down,  or 
prepared  to  follow  others  by  Imitation. 
Hence  we  hear  fo  often  of  "  young  Boys 
and  Girls,  and  Children,  in  the  Metho- 
dijl's  jfournals,  grievoufly  diftrefTed  for  their 
Souls,  crying  out  in  Faith,  dropping  down, 
(^c.     Hence  their  Account  of  the  Lord's 
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revealing  himfelf  to  a  Girl  of  about  feven  Sec  En- 
Years  old,    in   an   amazing    Manner  j    fo  p^rtj. 
tliat,    wrapped  up  in   his  Spirit,  fie  funk  p.  77. 
to  nothing,  prophefied ;  with  rsYWi^  fuch  In- 
llances  of  the  out-poiiring  of  tlie  Spirit ^ 
—  Hence  "   that  idle  Boy,   ^ohn  Woolleyy  wefley 
thought  there  was  never  in  the  World  fuch  5  Jo""""- 
a  wicked  Child  as  himfelf;    after  he  had^"  ^^* 
heard  Mr.  Wejley,  the  Devil  fet  upon  him 
with  all  his   Might,    but   fuddenly  he  is 
furrounded  with    an   inexpreffible   Light; 
and  fays,  *  though   I  am  not  in  Heaven 
yet,  I  am  as  fure  of  it,  as  if  I  was ;'  and 
afterwards    Chrifi   came   and  talked   with 
him.     He  lived  fome  Months  above  thir- 
teen Years." — Hence,  "  feveral  were  con-    Ibid, 
ftrained  to  roar  aloud,  and  thefe  generally    ^' ' 
not  yotmg,    as    in  mofi  other  Places ',    but 
either  middle-aged,  or  older.*' 

It  might  here  be  obferved  from  Variety 
of  HiJiorieSy  that  Witchcraft  and  Magic 
have  the  mcft  powerful  Effedis  upon  C/jzY- 
dren,  who  are  ufually  the  SubjeBs  of  their 
Operation  and  Cruelty. 

Plutarch  mentions  it  as  fomethino;  ^A:-Sympof. 
traordinary,  *'  that  the  Thibii  near  Pontus,(L'  ^' 
by  a  Look,  Breathing,  or  a  Word,  would 
fafcinate  not  only  Children,  but  Perfons 
of  full  Age.  Whereas  only  Children,  of  a 
tender  and  moift  Conftitution,  were  ufu- 
ally thus  affeded,  thefe  Effeds  feldom 
happening  to  folid  and  compact  Bodies." — 
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Apolfeg.         Particularly  as  to  young  Perfons,  Tertul^ 
^^P-^3'   Uan   tells  us,   that   the  ''  Heathen  Magi^ 
ciatis,  among   other  miraculous  ImpoJhreSy 
were  wont  to  knock  down  and  Jinn  Boys   to 
make  them  prophefy.''   [Pueros  in   eloquium 
Oraculi  elidunt.]  i.  e.  fays  Rigaltius,  "  con- 
Jiernunt.      For   being  inchanted  they    fell 
down,  as  Epileptic  j   and  afterwards  having 
loji  their  Senfes^  they  fpoke  oracularly ^  and 
ApulMk.  uttered  Prophecies."       Accordingly,    ^pu- 
V^ns  ""    Icius,   (the  famous  Plato?iiJ}^   one  initiated 
p.  446,     into  the  great  MyftericSj  and  fufpedted  of 
^S°>  ^7 y  Sorcery)    was  formally  accufed  oi  Magic y 
as  having  drawn  the  Affeciions  of  a  rich 
Woman  by  InchantfJients^   and  alfo   being 
ufed  to  Jlrike  down  a  Boy  flat  on  the  Pave^ 
menty  and  deprive  him  of  his  Senfes,  for 
?nagical  Purpofes.     And  how  doth  he  de- 
fend himfelf  ?  He   owns  the  Fa5i  of  the 
Boys  falling  before  him,  as  in  a  Fit.     But 
pleads  partly  in  Defence  of  Magic,  as  fore- 
fhewing  the  Mind  of  the  Gods,  by  Miracles 
and  Divination  ;  partly  by  denying  that  he 
made  ufe  of  any  wicked  Kind  of  Magic ; 
and  partly  affirming,    that  the  Proftration 
of  the   Boy    was    not   from   Lichantmenty 
but  Dijeafe  j  and  nothing  bat  jnere  Epi- 
lepfy.      He  brings,  however,    Inilances  of 
inchanted  Boy Sy  ixom.  great  Authorities,  who 
foretold   Things  miraculoujly.      But   whe- 
ther  this   could   really   be   done,    he  will 
neither  confefsy  nor  deny." 

Oup 
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Our  Methodijl  Teachers  acknowledge 
nnd  boafl,  that  "  their  yoimg  Difciples 
are  often  thrown  to  the  Grciindj  become 
fenfelefs,  are  illuminated^  prcphetic,  &cc.  and 
that  either  by  the  Operation  of  Satan,  or 
themfehes."  If  this  be  true  ;  it  certainly 
comes  near  to  Sorcery  and  Magic.  They 
may  be  allowed  whatever  may  be  pleaded 
in  Favour  of  ancie?it  Magicians  5  but  their 
Seji  Plea  would  be  to  prove  the  Cafe  Epi- 
leptic, or  fome  fimllar  Dijlcmper. 

(2.)    The  next  Perfons  thus  affe6led  are 
Women;  who,  ( notwith landing  fome  J5a;- 
ceptions)  may,   without  Offence,    be  called 
the  weaker  VeJJ'ch.     They  are  not,   how- 
ever,  my   own  Expreflion'^,    hut   thofe  of 
Exorci/ls,  and  others  of  the  Papacy,  and 
even  Female  Saints ;    who    defcribe  "  the 
Sex  as  weak,  vain,  full   of  Curiofity,  and 
Lovers  of  Novelty,  eafily  gained  by  a  Shew 
of  Piety,    and   efpccially   any   Fraternities 
fetting  up   for  fome  an llere  Reformation  : 
Thefe  Qualities   making  them  fit   Organs 
of  Satan's  lllujlons,    and   mod   cxpofed   to 
Super jlition   and   Enthufiafm.''  —  "   Some  Mall, 
think  themfelvc3  tormented   by  the  Dt'i'//,  .J^^^'^^- 
when  'tis  only  Imagination  -,    and  this   in  p.  ,8,/ 
Women  more    than    Men,    becaufc    more 
timorous,  and  more   fufceptible  of  imagi- 
nary, marvellons   Appearances,    Vijions  and 
Revelations ;    their    very   Nature  being  of 
an  eafier  and  fofter  ImprciTion."  — ''  Fa- 
C  c  tb.r 
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Franc,  ffjer  Franc'is  Goncius  had  the  Hon  our  of 
Tefuft.'  extirpating  a  fpreading  HypocrUy  among 
p.  274.  the  JVomerij  who  were  governed  by  i^Jimpk^ 
or  malicious  Prejbyter.  As  the  Sex,  in 
order  to  gain  an  Opinion  of  Sandity,  is 
obnoxious  to  lUufions  and  Fictions ;  fome 
pretended  Raptures  and  Sights  of  the 
Damned,  and  the  BleJJ'cd -,  fome  in  Tor- 
ments,  and  to  be  refcued  only  by  the  afore- 
faid  Prejbyter,  Thefe  Illufions  being  ex- 
tindt,  F,  Francis  warmed  them  all  into 
a  religious  Devotion  towards  St.  Ignatius, 
and  St.  Xavier,''  —  Picus  of  Mirandida 
(Lib.  9.  de  Prcenot.)  concludes,  that  the 
Gift  of  prophefying  was  granted  to  Women 
rather  than  Men,  becaufe  the  modi  fooliJJj 
Life.     Sex.'' — St.  Terefa  confeffeth,  that  '"  De- 

*wj     ITT"  -' 

82  8c  ^^^'^^^S^  ^^  ^^^  Mojiajleries  are  moft  amonsj 
1C2. '  the  Women,  whofe  Nature  is  weak,  and 
their  Self-Love  very  fubtle,  and  they  are 
deceived  of  themfelvcs."  She  fliys,  "  How- 
ever, (for  the  Honour  of  the  Ladies)  that 
in  thefe  Monajieries  the  Favours  of  God 
to  fome  are  very  great;  aftonifliing  the 
Spedators  by  Rapts,  Vifions,  Ecfacies,  &c. 
« —  I  have  known  fome,  who  wanting  but 
little  of  quite  lofing  their  Judgments,  are 
ytifo  humble.  Sec.  and  defirous  of  fuffer- 
ing  their  Purgatory  here  to  efcape  it  here- 
after."—  If  we  look  into  profane  Anti- 
quity, we  find  enough  of  the  Bacchana- 
lian Women,  6cc.    The  Pythian  .  Pricjicjfes 
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Were  Co  enthujiaftically  mad  In  delivering  the 
Oracles,  and  were  fo  molently  torn  and  con-^ 
vulfed,  as  fometimes  to  die  upon  the  Spot. 
— ^If  we  look  into  Ecclefiajiical  Herefies,  we 
find  the  Dance  began  by  Sim.  Magus  with 
his  infpired  Projlitutey  Helena ;  and  that 
not  only  Montamis  had  his  Prifcilla  and 
Maximilla  j  but  almoft  all  made  ufe  of 
Women  as  the  jittejl  Organs  for  Infpira- 
tion^  Prophecy,  Vijion,  and  every  Delujion, 
—  Sulpitius  Severus  in  his  facred  Hijlory, 
[thofe,  who  have  not  the  Book,  may  con- 
lult  Bayle  in  the  Article  Prifcillian^  gives 
this  Account  of  Prifcillian.  "  He  was 
vehement,  rcftlefs,  eloquent,  learned,  rea- 
dy at  Logic  and  Difputations.  Happy  in- 
deed, had  he  not  corrupted  the  beft  Ca- 
pacity by  an  evil  Application  ^  for  he  had 
many  good  Qoalities  of  Mind  and  Body, 
He  would  watch  long,  bear  Hunger  and 
Thirft  ;  not  covetous  of  Wealth,  and  very 
temperate  in  the  Ufe  of  it.  But  the  fame 
Man  was  the  vainejl  of  Mortals,  puffed 
up  beyond  Meafure  on  account  of  his 
worldly  Knowledge,  and  befides  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  pradiifed  the  magic  Arts 
from  his  Youth.  When  he  had  broached 
his  pernicious  DoBrine,  by  his  Art  of 
Perfuafion,  and  crafty  Infmuations,  he  en- 
ticed into  his  Society  many  of  Nobility^ 
and  more  of  the  Populace.  Moreover, 
the  Women  being  fond  of  new  Things, 
C  c  2  unflable 


(  ^9^  ) 
unliable  iii  the  Faiths  and  of  a  boundlefs 
Curiofity^  flocked  to  him  in  Troops.     For, 
by  carrying  a  ^hew  of  Humility  in  his  Face 
and  Habit,  he   had    contracted    a  general 
Reverence."      He   is    Hkewife    defcribed, 
as  "  rafli  and  headftrong,  patient  of  Hard- 
fhips,  of  a  doubhng   Genius,    crafty   and 
beguihng,    eloquent,    but   very  mad. " — 
He  vv^as  infl:rud:ed  and  affifted  by  jigape, 
an   honourable  Woman,    in  carrying   on 
the  fecret  Myjleries  j  and  fhe  w^as  the  Mo- 
ther of  the    Agapetce^    or   Love-Feajiers  -, 
whofe   Rites  became  by  Degrees  fo  very 
fcandalous,  that  St.   yerome  tells   Oceanus^ 
*'  you  are  expofed  to  the  Teeth  of  De- 
tradlors,  unlefs  you  difmifs  the  Affembltes 
of  the  AgopetceJ'  — It  may  be  added,  that 
Prifcillian  and  his  Followers^  though  in  the 
Sink   of  Corruption,    yet    affumed    high 
Claims    to    Knowledge^     Illumination    and 
PerfeSlion.  —  If  v^e    defcend   lower    into 
Topifh  Artifices,  we  fee  thefe  Saintefj'es  in 
Abundance,  according  in  all  Things  with 
Methodifm ;  as  the  whole  Comparifon  hath 
ihewn.      Particularly  the  Diabolical  Iffef 
tationSy    and  furprizing  Contagions^    (from 
Wierus)  were  all  among  the  Nuns.     And 
the  greater  Part  of  the  Dramatis  Ferfonce, 
in  the  Tragi-Comedy  of  Methodifm,  appear 
to  have  been  ABrefjes. 

(3.)  Perfons  of  2,  fickle  and  inconfiftent 
Humour  j  thefe  are  naturally  fond  of  Inno- 
vations, 
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^uations,  adling  by  Starts,  and  fudden 
Flights  J  and  always  prepared  for  the  Re- 
ception of  every  Prete?ider^  that  fets  up 
for  ne'W'-modeUing  Reh'gio?2. 

(4.)  Perfons,  though  pioufly  indined, 
yet  of  weak  yudgmefits,  or  weak  Nerves ; 
thefe  are  not  only  eafily  captivated  by  fine 
Promifes  and  fair  Speeches ;  but  quickly 
raifed  with  Flaflies  and  Gufts  of  Spiritual 
yoysy  and  as  quickly  overwhelmed  with 
difmal  Apprchenfions ;  carried  up  to  Heaven 
by  every  Wind  of  Dodtrine,  and  down 
again  to  the  Deep ;  ready  foftened  for  the 
Stamp  of  ImpiiIfeSj  ImpreJJions^  Feelings, 
VifionSy  and  moft  fubjed:  (as  the  iveakeji 
Heads  are  foonefc  made  giddy)  to  bodily 
Agitations  and  Convulfions^  Vertigos^   &c. 

(5,)  Perfons  difordered  with  Hypochon^ 
driac  Fumes,  and  melancholy  Vapours,  and 
divers  other  peculiar  Difcempers.  Thefe 
generally  love  a  gloomy  and  black  Religion, 
fuiting  their  Divinity  to  their  Temper,  as 
every  Thing  turns  four  upon  a  vitiated  Sto- 
mach ;  and  are  more  defirous  to  nourijh, 
than  to  throw  off,  their  Dijeaje  j  and  for 
the  farnc  Realbnii  become  natural  and 
willing  ViBims  to  the  Stroke,  that  fells 
them  to  the  Ground. — If  the  Brain  is  a 
little  touched,  and  there  is  fomething  of 
Madncfs  in  the  Cafe ;  this  of  Courfe  pre- 
pares People  fur  any  wild  Scheme,  defpe- 
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rate  Attempt,  and  every  Sort  of  extrava- 
gant Behaviour. 

(6.)  Pcrfons  of  lively  Parts^  mid  brtjk 
Fancy,  (though  in  a  perfed:  State  oi  Health) 
for  Want  of  a  foHd  and  fettled  Judgment^ 
may  be  equally  in  Danger.  When  the 
Afflatus  hath  once  touched  them,  from 
a  Nimblenefs  of  Imagination  they  are  the 
fooner  blown  up,  and  by  a  Conned:ion 
of  Ideas  impetuouily  carried  on  from  one 
Whim  to  another.  They  are  better  qua- 
lified than  2i  Jlow  Capacity^  to  fee,  hear, 
feel,  and  act  what  is  appointed  for  them ; 
as  well  as  to  exprefs  their  Senfations  in  the 
flrongefl  and  moit  glowing  Terms.  No 
Fervency  and  Zeal,  no  Fluency  of  Lan- 
guage, will  be  wanting  for  a  Communi- 
cation of  the  Infection. 

(7.)   Perfons  of  an   amorous  Complexion 
are  as  likely    as  any  to  fall   into   Entlm- 
Jiafms;    particularly  with  Refped:   to  fome 
flrange  Tranfports  of  Divine  Love.     From 
a  Similitude,  and  clofe  Correfpondence  of 
this  Paflion,  confidered  as  natural  and  re- 
ligious^   we  hear,   in   each   Cafe,    of  fuch 
*  Meltings,  Languifhments,  Huggings  and 
clofe   Embracements   of  the  Deity,    fuch 
Raptures,  Tumults,  Sinkings,  Swoonings, 
Defpairings  and   Diflradion,  and   Lofs  of 
Senfes.'     Plutarch  defcribeth  a  Lover,  as 
Vol.  II.    <c  [3urning,  pale,  trembling,  feized  with  a 
p.  'jb^l'  Vertigo,     Is  not   this,  fays  he,  a  manifeft 
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infpired  Fury,  a  Divine  PoJjeJJiofi  and  J^gi- 
tation  of  the  Scid  ?  What  ib  extraordinary 
ever  happens  to  the  Pytho?iefSy  when  (lie 
toucheth  the  Tripod  ?   Which  of  the  En- 
thufiajlic  Corybantes  upon  hearing  the  Pipe 
and  the  Timbrel,  have  been  fo  carried  out 
of  themfelves  r"  —  And  a  very  ingenious 
and  good  Man,  (for  fuch  I  really  think  he 
was)  and  who  hath   carried   the   Notions 
of  Divine  hove    to   a    fufficient    Height, 
though   he    adopts   the   Sentiment,    is   yet 
wife  enough  to  caution  againft  the  Dan- 
(ler.     The  Perfon  I  mean  is  Mr.  No7'ris, 
who  fays,  "  there  is  an  Amorous  Principle 
in  Man,  which  mufi  neccffarily  have  an 
ObjeB  J    and,    he   thinks,   Perfons  of  the 
moft  amorous  AffeBions,    the  mod  likely  to 
make  Spiritual  Lovers,  —  In  the  hove  oj 
God,  as  'tis  a  PaJJion,  the  Motion  of  the 
Will  is  attended  with  a  fenlible  Commo- 
tion   of  the    Spirits,    and  EJhiation  of  the 
Blood.  —  'Tis  an  experimental  Truth,  that 
Pajjion  is  a   great   Injlrument  of  Devotion. 
Accordingly  we  find  that  Men  of  the  mofl 
'warjn     and  pathetic    Tempers,    and  affec- 
tionate  Complexions,    (provided  they   have 
but  Confideration   enough    withal   not  to 
mijlake  the  Object)  prove  the  greatcft  Vo- 
taries  in    Religion.''     Burton   too,    in    liis 
Anatomy    of   Melancholy,    often    mentions 
Hypochondriac  Enthufafm   as  prone  to  /-'i.'- 
nery, 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Wefiley  Hall  became  one,  it  feems, 
of  the  jlUl  Brethren^  has  publickly  and 
zealoufly  pleaded  for  the  moft  infamous 
Carnalities.  Nor  doth  Mr.  Wcfley  him- 
felf  feem  fufficiently  upon  his  Guard, 
4  Jo""""-  when  he  commendeth  fo  highly,  *'  that 
^'  ^^*  Mother  in  Ifrael^  'Jane  Muncy,  becaufe  fhe 
withftood  to  the  Face  thofe  who  were 
teaching  for  DoBrines  the  Commandments  of 
Men,  by  ordering,  that  the  unmarried 
Men  and  Women  Ihould  have  no  Conver- 
fation  with  each  other."  There  needs 
not  any  zealous  Contention  for  fuch  pro- 
mifcuous  Ajjemblies ;  even  though  many 
fhould  hereby  become  Mothers  i?i  Ifrael. 

I  fliall  on  this  Head  beg  Room  for  a 
few  PafTages  out  of  the  great  Mafier  of 
Nature  j  becaufe  fo  confonant  to  feveral  of 
the  Difpofitiojts  before  related. 
Ariftotl.  E?JthuJiaJls  often  term  their  Extravagan- 
Problem.  ^j^g  ^  Spiritual  Drunkennefs.  In  hke 
Manner  Arijlotle  makes  a  Comparifon  be- 
tween "  the  Nature  and  Effects  of  Wine^ 
and  thofe  of  Melancholy^  or  the  black  Bile, 
Each  maketh  Men  various,  angry,  loving, 
quiet,  fierce,  filent,  talkative.  Wine  find- 
ing Men  cold  and  fallen,  by  a  gradual  In- 
creafe  of  the  Dofe  renders  them  more  talk- 
ative, eloquent  and  confident ;  then  quar- 
relfome,  raging,  and  even  mad  ;  —  at  laft 
turneth  them  into  flupid  Fools,  like  Per- 
fons   epileptic,    or   deeply   melancholy.  —^ 

The 
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The  fame  Man  continues  not  lono;  in  the 
fame  Plumour ;  he  laughs  and  cries,  is 
timorous  and  bold ;  is  hlled  both  with 
Hvat  and  Wind\  whereby  Venus  is  the 
ufual  Companion  of  Bacchus.  And  for 
the  lame  Reafon  your  melancholy  Men  are 
generally  lafcroioiis^  as  being  very  flatulent. 
—  Tiie  black  Bile  is  one  of  tlie  coldefl 
and  hottefi  of  Things ;  Naturally  cold^  and 
briiiging  on  Apoplexy,  Stupor,  Dejpondencyy 
and  T^ errors  :  But  once  fet  on  Fire,  it  pro- 
duce th  Singing,  Security,  Ecjiacies  and  In- 
flammations. —  Many  from  the  Approach 
of  this  Heat  to  the  Seat  of  the  Mind,  are 
feized  with  mad  and  e?2thuflaflic  Fits  ;  be- 
come Sybils,  Bacchanals,  and  Infpired.  No- 
thing io  "carious  and  inconftant  as  this 
black  Humour;  now  chilling  Men  with. 
Fear  and  trembling ;  foon  raifing  agaia 
their  Courage  j  oppreffing  us  with  Sorrow 
and  Defpondcncy,  we  know  not  why  ;  then 
making  us  rejoice  and  exult,  for  as  little 
Reafon,  &c."  He  then  inquireth  into  the 
Reafons,  "  why  the  Agents  in  the  Baccha- 
nalian Myjieries  are,  for  the  moft  Part, 
Perfons  of  fuch  bad  Morals''  —  To  fuch 
Conjlitutional  Diforders  is  the  human  Kind 
fuhjeCl  J  and  if  the  'Managers  of  Metho- 
difm  can  turn  thcfe  Natural  Caufcs  and 
Eff'eols  into  fo  many  Principles  and  Proofs 
of  true  Religion ;  they  muft  be  allowed 
fome  Share  of  Art  flee  and  Contrivance. 

D  d  (8.)  Per- 
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(8.)    Perfons  of  bad  Principles   will  be 
fond  of  mingling  with  an  Enthuftajiic  Sect. 
—  As,   for  Inftance,  Hypocrites,  who  lay- 
ing hoXA  oi  dcvoni  Appearances^  and  high 
Pretenfions  to  Religion^  are  delirous  to  pafs 
upon  the  World  for  Saints ;   in   order  to 
deceive  the  more  effedtually.  —  Perfons  of 
a  vain  and  ambitious  Mind,  who  love  to 
be  fomebody   in  a    new  Difpenfation,    that 
makes  a  little  Noife  in  the  World  j  and 
knowing   how  unable  they   are  to  make 
a  Figure  elfewberr,    mufl:  needs  be  at  the 
Htzd  ot  sifeparate  Party  or  SeB  r,  or  elfe, 
from  mere  Conceit ednefs,  will  fet  up  to  be 
Teachers,  Preachers,  or  Expounders.  Hence 
Mr.  Brainerd  owns,  that  Satan  has  gained 
Journ.     an   Advantage,  "  Spiritual  Pride  appear- 
^'  *°^'   ing   in   an   Ambition  to   be    Teachers    of 
others.'*     To  which  he  afterwards  addeth, 
that  "  Spiritual  Pride  and  Delujhns  na- 
turally   lay    a    Foundation   for  Jcandalou-s 
PraElices.''      Hence    fo    many    ignorant, 
fawcy  Boys  and  Women  ramble  about  the 
Country,    picking    the    Pockets    of   filly 
People,  z-^^  Methodift  Preachers.    To  whom, 
EnthuL    however,  Mr„  F/r/I-ey  gives  Authority,  be- 
ad Part,   caufe  God  gave    them  Wifdom  from   a- 
bove."-— Perfons  of  an  imi)ertinent  and  un~ 

I. 

warrantable  Curiojity  will  readily  be  taken 
in.  As  the  Journalijls  give  Accounts  of 
Heart-Sins  revealed  and  laid  bare  -,  Things 
dijiant  a?jd  abfent  fcen  as  plainly  as  if  pre- 
sent X 


p«  126. 
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fent ',  future  Events  foretold  hy  Prophecy -^ 
Vifiom  and  Infpirations,  both  Cciejiial  and 
Satanicat^  and  the  like  ;  —-  To  Methodifm 
therefore  mull  we  all  gang,  and  be  /«/- 
tiattd  mloihtjubltme  My/teries-y  mull  even 
learn  from  Satan  what  GWhath  concealed, 
and  bear  from  Satariy  or  elfc  the  cimningMan, 
Tortu7-es  which  God  hath  not  required. 

Laflly,  Perfons  cA  profligate  Lives,  and 
Libertine  Sentiments,  are  wont  to  take  up 
With  fuch  Dehijims.  When  they  are  touch- 
ed with  a  Senfe  of  Guilt,  their  Reafon  is 
fo  hurried  and  diftraded,  that  they  know 
not  which  Way  to  turn ;  but  are  apt 
(like  People,  on  fome  great  Lofs,  iiying 
to  the  Conjurer^  or  Wizard )  to  betake 
themfelves  to  fome  fallacious  'Expedient, 
unjaje  Security^  falfe  DoBrine,  or  ^ack 
Remedy,  of  a  Moudi  that  fpeaketh  great 
Things  5  ner£;led:ing  every  regular  Method. 
Thus  'tis  no  uncommon  Thing  for  Profli- 
gates and  Libertines,  in  the  Article  of 
Danger,  to  catch  hold  on  the  Pafsport  of 
Popery,  or  Methodifm,  Whicli  probably 
is  a  Device  of  Satan  to  beguile  thtm ;  or 
*'  becaufe  they  have  nut  received  thczTheiT. 
Love  of  Truth,  God  may  ocrmit  a  jlrong^9  — 
Delufion,  that  they  ihouid  believe  a  Lye." 

In  iliort,    I   am   fully    perfuaded,    tiiat 

'tis  fome   Fault,    or   fome   Difraje,.    fome 

Diforder   of  Mind  or   Body,  tliat  carrieth 

weak  and  wicked  Perfons  into  the    En- 

D  d  2  tbuflafen 
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ihvfmfm  of  Methodifm :  Which  ( as  the 
Refult  of  my  beft  Thoughts,  and  Integrity 
of  Heart )  I  would  advife  all  to  avoid, 
and  not  to  come  among  them  on  miy  Ac- 

count  wbatjoever^ 

' Veiihint  leve  inilgtis^  eimfqiie, 

lllic  CrediditaSj  illic  teme7'ariui  Error, 
Vannqiie  Lai  it  i  a  ej%  conjlcrnatique  'Ti  mores, 
Seditioqiie  repeiis. 

*^  Tomig  Perfons,  '  the  Methodijls  tell  u?, 
are  apt  to  run  into  Extremes  y  and  there- 
fore no  regular  and  tedious  Courfe  of  i^^*- 
fentance  and  good  TVorks  will  ferve  the 
Turn.  Far  don,  Afjlirance^  and  Angelical 
TerfeBion  mAift  rapidly  be  fnatched  up  j 
juft  as  the  Schoolmen  fay,  "  oi  Angels,  that 
they  can  pafs  inftantaneoiijly  from  one  Ex- 
treme of  Space  to  another,  without  palling 
through  the  Medium."' 

§.  36.  Having  thus  obferved  fome  of 
the  Evils  attending  the  Profelytes  to  Me- 
fkodijm,  at  length  we  arrive  at  the  boafted 
Cure,  the  Removal  of  thefe  horrible  Suf- 
ferings. Sure,  and  effeBuaU  this  ought 
to  be,  to  make  a  Competifation  ;  and  'tis  fit 
a  Paracelfus,  or  Ignatius,  lliould  be  called 
in,  with  their  infallible  Remedies.  Mr. 
Wejley,  from  2,feem'wg  Re?iunciation  of  Mi' 
racks,  as  was  obferved  before,  gets  gra- 
dually 
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'dually  into  a  full  Claim  of  them.     Some  of 
his  Cures  tire   plainly   declared   to  be  w/- 
racidous ;  and  others  reprefented  with  fuch 
a  miraculcus  Air^   as  can't  fail  of  fucceed- 
ing  with  his   Follcwers.     He  fays  of  him- 
felf,  "   I   was  fuddenly  feized  with  fuch  a  4  Jcurn. 
Paifi  in  my  Side^    that  I  could  not  fpeak,^'  ^7- 
I    knew    my    Remedy,    and   immediately 
kneeled  down.     In  a  Mome^it  the  Pain  was 
gone." — Again;  "  I  was  feized  with  fuch  p.  83. 
a  Cough ^  that    I  could  hardly  jpeak.     At 
the   fame    time   came    ftrongly     into    my 
Mind,  T^bejc   Signs  j]:aU  follow   them  that 
beltenit. — I  called  on  fefus  aloud  to  increafe 
my  Faith ^  and  to  confirm  the  Word  of  his 
Grace.     While  I   was  fpeaking,  my  Pain 
vanilhed  away.     The  Fever  left  me.     My 
bodily  Strength  returned,  &cy 

The  Credulity  of  fomc  of  your  Followers 

will  readily  fwallow   it.       But   why    will 

you  teach  tliem    fuch  a  prefiwiptuous  Lef- 

fon ;  and  which  their  own  Experiences^  I 

doubt,  would  cohfute?  Suppofe  any  Hiould 

be  feized  in  the  lame  Manner,  with  P^/;7, 

Lofs  of  Speech,    a  Cough,    or  Fever ;    and 

jhould  immediately   kneel   down,   beg  an 

Increafe  of  Faith,  a  Confirinatinn  of  God's 

Word;  —  Will  you  anlwer  for  their  per- 

fed  Cure  in  a  Moment  f  Or,  if  they  flioukl 

not  obtain  it,  into  what  do  you  lead  them, 

but  into  a  Difuelief  of  God's   Word,  Mi^ 

racks y    Goodnefs  and    Providence  i'    What 
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muft  they  thinks  but  that  they  are  Cafia- 
ways ;  have  no  Pardon^  no  Faith  5  and 
thereby  fall  into  Dejpair  ;  in  which  Mire 
they  are  fo  often  wallowing  f  —  However, 
you  came  off  a  little  better  than  Cardan^ 
one  of  your  IVhi??ifical  Brethren  5  who 
Vita  Prop,  f^ys^  c£  J  will  relate  another  Thing.  (For 
my  whole  Life  abounds  with  fuch  Ex- 
amples.) I  was  fo  ill  of  a  Pleurijy,  that  I 
Jefpaired  of  Life.  I  had  read  in  fome 
ColkBions  of  my  Father^  *  that  if  -any  one 
at  Eight  in  the  Morning,  on  the  Calends 
of  Aprils  would  entreat  the  Blefjed  Vir- 
gin on  his  bended  Knees^  for  any  Thing 
lawful,  he  fhould  obiain  his  Reque.ft.  I 
obfei  ved  Dna«5i'ua;iv  the  "Dav  and  Hour, 
and  made  my  Supplication ;  and  then,  not 
infant ly  indeed,  but  on  Corpus  Chrifi  Day 
in  the  fame  Year,  I  was  wholly  fet  Jree, 
Afterwards,  remembering  this  Fad;,  I  m?de 
my  Supplication  in  the  Gout,  (for  my  Fa-' 
ther  had  produced  two  Inftances  of  Per- 
fons  thus  cured  of  that  Diftempcr.)  And 
It  made  me  much  better,  and  foon  per- 
fedly  healed.  But  in  this,  I  had  Recourfe 
likewife  to  Medicines.''  —  Mr.  Wefey  a- 
5  journ.  gain  3  "  This  Evening  I  received  two 
?•  *^9*  Blows,  But  both  were  as  nothings  for 
tho'  one  Man  ilruck  me  on  the  Breafi 
with  all  his  Might,  and  the  other  on  the 
Mouth  wth  fuch  a  Force,  that  the  Blood 
giipcd  out  immediately  5    I    felt  720  more 

Pain 
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Pain  from  either  of  the  Blows,    than  if 
they  had  touched  me  with  a  Straiv," 

Here  is  perfonal  Proof  of  his  Dodrlne 
of  JnknfJjillty,  and  that  "  the  Servants  of 
God  fiiffcr  nothing.'"  Their  Feeling  is 
quick  enough,  when  there  is  nothing  to 
be  felt',  but  let  them  have  a  Wound^  or 
Bloii)^  given  with  the  ufmojl  ForcCy  their 
Senjation  is  lolt  j  'tis  but  the  gentle  T(?i/r/& 
of  a  Straw,  Flowever,  I  give,  at  leaft,  as 
much  Credit  to  the  Relation  in  the  Bre^ 
viary,  ( in  tifum  Sarum )  that  "  when 
the  Officers  would  bind  St,  Clement  to  a  Nov. 
Pillar,  in  order  to  whip  liim,  they  found 
they  were  only  bindi'ng  and  whipping  a 
Poji;''  God  rubftituting"'a  Log  of  Wood  In 
the  Place  of  the  Saint's  Body. 

§.37.  I  fhall  pafs  over  many  Tales  of 
this  wonderful  Nature  in  Mr.  Wejky's  four-^ 
nalsy  and  proceed  to  confider  the  Bulk 
and  Magazine  of  his  miraculous  CureSy  a- 
mong  fiis  falling,  convulfed,  or  otberwife 
tortured  Patients  ;  in  which  his  great 
Strength  lies.  And  what  if  v/e  fhould 
deny  the  FaBs  ?  I  mean,  fo  far  as  any 
Thing  of  Miracle  is  concerned.  Grounds 
and  Reafons  enough  may  appear,  even 
from  his  own  Accounts.  From  his  nu- 
merous Accounts  therefore  let  us  felecl  a 
few  Inftances  of  thio  Kind, 

"  When 
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3  journ.       cc  When  he    (the  Newgate  Phxjician) 
^'  '^^'      faw   her   Body   and   Soul   healed  in  a  Mo- 
ment, he  acknowledged  the  Finger  of  God,'' 

P.  44.  —  "  He  then  beat  himfelf  againfl  the 
Ground  again  ;  his  Breaft  heaving,  as  in 
the  Fangs  of  Death,  and  great  Drops  of 
Sweat  trickline  down  his  Face.  We  all 
betook  ourlelves  to  Prayer.  His  Pa?igs 
ceafed^  and  both  his  Body  and  Soul  were 

p.  93.  fet  at  Liberty'' — "  In  a  Mo?nent  Godfpoke 
Peace  unto  the  Soul,  firil,  of  the  hrft- 
tormented,    and    then    of    the   other."  — 

I*-  95-  "  L — y  C — r's  Agonies  fo  increafed,  that 
it  feemed  Ihe  was  in  the  Pangs  of  Death. 
But  in  a  Moment  God  fpoke,  (lie  knew 
his   Voice,    and   both   her   Body  and  Soul 

4  Journ.   ^^j,^  healed.'' —  "  Some,  whom  God  per- 

mitted Satan  to  poffefs  with  Lazighi7]g  al- 
moft  without  ceafing,  and  who  thus  con- 
tinued, for  two  Days,  a  Spectacle  to  all, 
were,  upon  Prayer  made,  delivered  in  a 
Moment." 

Thefe  Cafes,  and  many  other  fucb,  (if 
Mr.  Wefley  pleafeth)  Ihall  be  allowed  at 
J)refeHt  to  ftand  upon  Account  as  injian- 
taneous^  miraculous  Cures.  Let  him  only 
give  me  Credit  for  a  tittle  Time.  To 
$  lourn.  thefe  he  may  add,  '*  his  twenty-fix  Per- 
^*^^'  fons  thus  affected,  who  were  in  a  Mome?it 
filled  with  Peace  and  Joy :"  -»—  Item,  his 
Divine  Removals  of  Diforders,^  where  the 

Patient's 
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Patient's   Cafe   was    "   not  underjlood,    or  3  /ou«- 
falfely   deemed  Madnefsy  or  Natural  DiJ-^^]l'^^^' 
temper-,  or  their  being   pronounced  incu-p- zi, 
rable^  or  given  over,   by  the  Phyfician  ;  and 
the  Neceflity  of  a  better  Phyfician." 

The  Legends  of  the  Saints  ai  e  fuch  Com- 
mon-place Books  of  thefe  wonderful  Cures, 
that  Cart-loads  of  Parallels  might  be  pro- 
duced.    Mr.   JVefley  fays,   ''  he  hath  read 
that  furprizing  Book,  the  Life  of  Ignatius 
Loyola ;    furely   one  of  the  greateft  Men, 
^r."     And   I   find  there  too   many  Pa- 
rallels,    and  fimilar   Rxprefjions,    to   make 
any  Doubt  of  it.     For,  "  when  a  Boy's  Bartol. 
Cafe  was  undertaken  by  a  Chirurgeon,    a^'^-  ^g"« 
more  fkiljul  Phyfician  was   necelTary  j  the^og^^j^^ 
Boy  muft    be   healed  by   Ignatius.  —  An  44-3 »  44+- 
Epileptic  Woman,  biting  and  tearing  her- 
felf,  having  tried  Phyficians  in   vain,    by 
imploring   the   Inter cefjion  of  the  Man  of 
Gody  was  immediately  made  as  found  and 
free,  as  if  flie  had  never  been  difordered. 

—  Another  receives  inflantancous  Cure  both 
of  Soul  and  Body.  —  Another  grievoufly 
tormented,  by  promifing  to  attend  Igna^ 
tius's  Chapely  and  go  to  Confeffion,  wonders 
to   find  herfelf  cured  intirely  in  an  Infant. 

—  One  pojefjed  by  the  Devil  was  perfectly 
motionlefs  and fpeechlefs  ;  then  again,  furious 
and  roarijig.  Phyficians  afcribed  this  un- 
accountable Diforder  to  the  black  Bile,  but 
in  Truth  ??ia?2y  Devils  had  feized  her ;  an4 

E  Q  after 
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after  her  Fow  to  St.  Ignatius  they  all  fled, 
leaving;   the   Woman  free  from  all  Com- 
plaints."  —  Such   Numbers   of  miraculous 
Cures  may  be  brought,   and  fo  highly  re- 
dounding to   the  Glory  both  of  JgnatiuSy 
and  Mr.  Wejley^  that  one  Miracle  will  pro- 
bably,   and    unhappily,    be  turned   upon 
myfelf.     Mr.  Wejley  has  got  fuch  a  Knack 
of  taking  an  Advantage ,    that  I  fhall  fair- 
ly   tra?ifcribe    the    Story,    before    he    can 
make  the  Application,     Bartolus  fays,    "  A 
Religious  of  a  certain  Order,  but  unworthyt 
cf  the  Religious  Habit,    being  ettvious  and 
incredulous ,  took  upon  him  to  UTtte  a  Sa- 
tire againji  St.  Ignatius.     But  upon  look* 
ing  back  on  what  he  had  written,  he  was 
furprized  to  find  that  his  Hand  had  wrote 
what  was  directly  contrary  to  the  Did:ates 
oi  his  malicious  Mind,  for  there  was  no-« 
thing  but   Traifes  of  Ignatius,    inflead  of 
Abufes.     Thinking  there  mufl:  have  been 
fome  Mijlake,  he  takes  his  Ten  in  Iland 
again ^  in  ordey  to  recflify  the  Error,  and 
vent  his  Wrath ;  and  again  his  Hand  could 
do   nothing,  but  fet  down  Traifes  cf  the 
Saint,  injiead  of  Railleries.     A  third  Timt 
repeating  his  malicious  Defgn,  he  was  de-; 
luded  in  the  faqie  Manner.   Moreover,  fu" 
fid  and  angry  as  he  was,  while   he   was 
renewing  his  facrilegious  Attempt,  his  Pcn^ 
jumped  out  cf  his  Hand  into  the  Middle  of 
the  Room,    and  his  Hand,  turned  by  an 

occuU 


(211     ) 

occult  Power,  hit  himfelf  a  great  Blow  oh 
the  Face  :  So  that,  at  length,  being  quite 
ajfmmed  and  affrighted^  he  changed  both 
his  ^tile  and  Mind  towards  the  Saifit.'* 
'Tis  true  indeed,  that  I  have  been  forced, 
"as  it  were,  to  dij^la)'  the  Coriifcation  of  Mr, 
Wejley's  Miracles ;  this  Moment  my  Pen 
is  in  my  Hand,  not  yet  leaping  out  of  ify 
and  ready  ( contrary  to  my  Intention)  to 
make  a  fmall  Addition.  *'  A  pejlilent  Dif-  Bartol. 
eafe  raged  at  this  Time  j  fome  dead,  others  ^'  ^^  ' 
dying.  Application  is  made  to  the  Fa^ 
thers  of  the  Society,  who  fend  the  Image 
of  St.  Ignatius  among  them.  And  from 
the  Time  of  this  Image  being  brought, 
all,  who  implored  the  Saint's  healing 
Hand,  grew  perfeBly  well,  not  one  ex- 
cepted ;  not  even  thofe  who  were  in  Ex^ 
tremes''  Now  admitting  only,  (and  who 
will  deny  it  ?  )  that  Mr.  Wefiey  is  the 
Image  of  St,  Ignatius ;  he  will  afford  a 
like  Cafe.  "  I  vifited  the  Sick.  Moft  of4  loum. 
them  were  ill  of  the  Spotted  Fever  -,  which,  P"  '* 
they  informed  me,  had  been  extremely  mor- 
tal-,  few  Perfons  recovering  from  it.  But 
God  had  faid,  Hitherto  Jlmlt  thou  come.  I 
believe,  there  was  not  one,  where  we  were, 
but  recovered'' 

But  whatever  Miracles  Air.  JVtfcy  may 

bring  to  Account ;  I  judge,  that  I  ought 

to  be  impartial,   and  make  proper  Deduc- 

tions,  whatever  be  the  Event  j   though,  in 

Ee  2  Con  Is- 
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Confequence,  I  fhould  be  miraculized  tnU 
Dread  and  Shames  for  tarnifhing  his  Glory,  ' 

§.  38.   One  may  obferve  then,   that  a 
great  Number  of  his  Cures  were  very  im* 
perfeB^  and  o^  JJjort  Continuance  y  and  that 
many  of  his  Patients  grow  worfe  a?2d  die  j 
all  from  his  own  Accounts, 
3  Journ.       "  A  Woman  cried  out,  as  In  the  Ago- 
pag.  24.   files  of  Death.     The  Minifier  of  the  Parifli 
told  her   Husband  flie   was   mad.      The 
Fhyjicians  blood,  blifter  her,    and  fo  on. 
Till  the  laft  Night,  He,  whofe  Word  was 
Jharper  than    any  two-edged  Sword,    gave 
her  a  feint  Hope,  that  he  would  undertake 
her  Cure."     Nor  is  any  more  faid  of  her* 
p.  26.    —"A  few  of  us  pray'd  for  him  5  and 
from  that  time   (as  his  Parents  fince  in- 
formed us)  he  had  more  rejl  (altho'  not 
2i  full  Deli'verance)  than   he  had  had  for 
two  Years  before."      No  farther  Account 
P.  61.    of  him.  —  "  Many  dropt  down  as  dead. 
^he  Pains  of  Hell  came  about  them.  —  We 
called  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  gave  us  an 
Anfwer  of  Peace.     One  indeed  continued 
an  Hour  in  flrong  Pain,  and  one  or  two 
more  for  three  Days.     Another  continues 
P.  68,  69.  fo  twelve  or  fourteen  Hours,'  —  "  Others 
were   eafed,    tho'   not  Jet  at  Liberty."  — 
"  Another  in  a  defpairing  Fit  eafed,  but 
7ioi  ft  at  Liberty,'' 

*'  A  Wo-; 
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"  A  Woman  catched  hold  on  mCj  and  4  J^^^' 
laid  abruptly,  *  I  muft  fpeak  with  you,^**"^' 
and  will. — I  have  finned  againft  the  Lights 
*■ — beyond  Forgivenefs. — I  have  been  curfi 
ing  you  in  my  Heart,  and  blafpheming  Gody 
ever  fince  I  came  here. — I  am  damned.  I 
am  in  Hell,  ^f,*  I  defired  fome,  who 
had  great  Confidence  in  Gody  to  join  in 
crying  to  him  in  her  Behalf.  Immediate- 
ly that  horrible  Dread  was  taken  away,  and 
fhe  began  to  fee  fome  Dawnings  of  Hope" 
^—  Another    is   left,   for    the  prefent,    in    P.  66. 

Peace."      "  Edward  W ill    feveral4  journ. 

Days,   m  deep  Defpair.      We  cried   untoP-*°'^^ 
God,^ — and  a  little  Light  fhone  upon  him. 

Some  of  thefe  f  range  Fits  are  of  long  3  joum. 
ttontinuance,    and  gradually  removed}    inP;^'»6^» 
others  we  find  frequent  Returns  and  Re'^^~~  ' 
lapfes  J  in  fome  Vidffitudes  and  Inter'uals  of 
R.age  and  Calmnefs ;    of  fudden  Defpair, 
and  as  fudden  Joy  :  Some  grow  better  by  4  Jouro 
Prayer,   others  'worfe  :  Some  lofe  the  Ufe  P'  ?^^'  ^'*' 
of  their  Limbs,  and  many  die.  p.  10,  -^7, 

My  Reafon  for  being  fo  particular  in 
thefe  Cafes  is  not  to  fix  any  Blame  on  Mr. 
Wefley  for  not  curing  all  his  Patients ;  or 
for  not  doing  it  immediately^  or  at  cnce^ 
&G. -*- but  to  have  it  obferved,  that  all  is.  - 
perfectly  confonant  to  the  Nature  of  Fits^ 
as  of  Fevers^  Convulfwns^  Hyftet-ics,  Rpi- 
lepfieSy  S%joomngSy  and  the  like ;  in  which 
W^  need  no.  Authorities  to  prove,  that  fome 

e"    •"   :   c::.::  recover 
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recover  injlantly^  fome  not  without  longef 
*Th?iCy  and  fome  nen)er ;  ^hat  thcfe  Fiti 
have  all  their  Natural  Periods^  fome 
longer,  and  fome  fliorter  3  Returm  fewer,  or 
more  j  Remijjions,  Intermijjions^  and  lucid 
Ififervah ; —  different  according  to  People's 
different  Tempers  and  Diftempers,  or  the 
different  Kind  or  Degree  of  the  Diforder ; 
—  and,  I  may  add,  all  eafily  and  fre-» 
quently  counterfeited. 

Let  us  fee  Mr.  Wejley  reflore  inftanta- 

neoufly  a   'withered  Arm,    a   Leg  that   \% 

cut  off,  or  fupply  the  Defedl  of  any  Limb ; 

and   it    may    deferve    our    Confideration. 

But  little  Convi<ftion  will  follow  from  his 

Creation  of  Miracles  out  of  Natural  Fits  ; 

all   will   be  deemed   mere  Dijlemper.     A 

Power  of  working  Miracles  he  pofitive- 

ly  afferts ;   "  God  fetting  his  Seal  to  their 

5  Journ.  Miniflry  j"  and  "  fo   many  Living  Wit^ 

pag-4<^-   nefjes  hath  G(7^  given,  th2it  his  Hand  is  ftill; 

Jir etched  out  to  heal,  and  that  Signs  and  Woih- 

ders  are  even  now  wrought  by  His  Holy 

Fzrt.App.  Chi  Id  Jefus."     Nor  let  him   cavil  (as  he 

p.  J  22-4.  2j^jJ^  done)  "  that  thefe  Things,  feeming 

to  go  beyond  the  Power  of  Nature,  were 

yet  not   done   by  his  own  Power  or  Ho'- 

linefs ',  but  by   the  Power  of  God-,'*   and 

that  a  Methodifi  Preacher  is  only  God*s  In- 

jirument  in  the  Work.      For    which   even 

of  the  Apojlles  ever  claimed  more  ?    Nor 

is  it  any   great  Mark  of  his   Modefly,   or 

Self-Denial^  that    his    Pretenfions  rife   nQ 

higher 
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higher    than    tbofe    of  St.  Pelcr,    er    S(. 
PauL 

Greater  Things,  I  confefs,  are  perform- 
ed by   Popi/Jj   Saints ;    and  I  have  fome- 
times  wondered  the  Ro?nan  Breviary  fhould 
flill  retain  fo   many  extravagant  and  fa- 
bulous  Miracles-, — as  that  concerning  St. 
StaniJIaus,    "  whofe    Body    being   cut    to  M^y  7, 
*PieccSy  and  his  Limbs  fcattered  about  the 
Fields^    were    all  afterwards  gathered  up^ 
difpofed  in  their  proper  Tlaces^  and  jo  clofe" 
ly  and  exaEily  joined  of  a  fudden,  that  not 
the  Icajl  Traces  or  Marks    of  any  Wound 
appeared^''     But  'tis  Matter  of  no  Wonder, 
that  the  fefuits  and  Francifcans  fhould  cry        * 
up  the  Miracles  of  their  Founders,  as  fu- 
perior  to   thofe  of  the  Trophets  and  ApO' 
files ;    or  that    "Lying  Wonders  in   general, 
miraculous  Cures    and  Fxorcijms,    are   the 
perpetual  Boafting    of  the  Man  of  Sin : 
To  bring  Inftances  would  be  fuperfluous. 
Let  them  enjoy  them  all,    as  a   Part  of 
their    indelible    CharaSfer  j    and    let    Mr. 
Wejley    triumph    in    his   Emulation ;    and 
hereby  draw  a  gaping,    flupid   Reverence 
from  his    ■*  wild  ^faring,  loving  Societies.''     tq^^^ 
Thefe  are   his  own   Words,  in  defcribing p.  76. 
one  of  them ;  as  if  he  defigned  to  draw 
tp  himfelf  th2Lt  Comparifon,     *'  His  deadly  ^^^^... ^ 
Wound  was  healed,  and  the  World  wonder^ 
id  after  the  Beaji:\ 

§,39.  Some- 
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§.  39.  Something  more,  however,  may 
be  brought,  by  Way  of  DeduBion.  One 
fo  well  /killed  in  Phyjic  may,  for  the  moft 
Part,  make  a  probable  ConjeBure,  when  the 
Fit  will  be  off,  or  at  leafl:  abate.  But 
fhould  it  continue  longer  than  was  ex- 
ped:ed,  he  is  ready  with  a  Solution.  If 
fhorty  God  doth  it  immediately ;  if  long^ 
3  Journ.  God  delay eth  Relief,  For  Inftance ;  **  On 
P'  ^'  feveral  Evenings  this  "  Week  many  were 
deeply  convinced  ;  but  none  were  delivered 
from  that  Painful  ConviBion.  The  Chil- 
dren came  to  the  Birth ;  but  there  was  not 
Strength  to  bring  forth.  I  fear  we  have 
grieved  the  Spirit  of  the  fealous  God,  by 
queftioning  his  Work  :  And  that  therefore 
he  is  withdrawn  from  us  for  a  Seafon.  — « 
Two  more  were  in  Jlrong  Pain^  both 
their  Souls  and  Bodies  being  well-nigh 
torn  afunder.  But  tho*  we  cried  unto 
Gody  there  was  no  Anfwer,  neither  did  He 
as  yet  deliver  them  at  all."  The  Papijis 
have  the  fame  ready  Turn^  when  the  Devil 
Tbyrae.  is  obAinate,  or  the  Fit  long.  "  For  the 
p!*;"."'  ^^^^  rf^^^  Poffeffed  iometlmts  deferve,  that 
they  fliould  not  immediately  be  deliver- 
ed from  the  Devils ;  and  lo  by  the  ju/l 
fudgment  of  God,  the  moft  effcacious  Exm 
crcifms  are  of  no  Service.  Sometimes  alfo 
the  Sins  of  others  not  pojj'ejjed  are  the  Rea- 
fon  of  the  Spirit's  Delay  j  they  want  Faiths 
mdfull  Hope  of  obtaining  Deliverance.'" 

For 
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For  another  DeduSlion,  'tis  obfefvable, 
that,  in  fcveral  Cafea  of  a  fettled  Difor- 
der,  Mr.  Wejley  doth  not  fo  much  as  at^ 
tempt  a  Cure;  and  'tis  prudently  done. 
Where  the  Patient  hath  not  Tranfient  Fits^ 
his  Power  faileth.  Thus,  "  I  was  de-s  Jo'ri^- 
fired  to  meet  one  who  was  ill  of  a  very^'  ^  * 
uncommon  Diforder.  She  faid,  '  for  fe- 
veral  Years  I  have  heard  a  Voice  conti- 
nually fpeaking  to  me,  curfing,  fwearing, 
blafpheming,  ^c,  I  have  applied  to  Phy^ 
ficians,  and  taken  all  Sorts  of  Medicines, 
but  am  never  the  better  ?— No,  replies  he^ 
nor  ever  v/Ill  till  a .  better  Fhyfician  than 
thefe  bruifes  Satan  under  her  Feet."  ■ —  So  f,  jrg^ 
again,  in  "  that  Infliance  of  genuine  En~ 
thufiafm,  (and  in  Truth  direSi  Madnefs) 
when  J' —  5-—,  of.  Taiifield-Leigb,  came 
hollowing  and  fhoutins;  thro'  the  Townj 
driving  all  People  before  himj  and  fayingj 
God  had  told  him  he  fI:iould  be  a  King, 
and  tread  all  his  Enemies  under  his  Feetj 
I  fent  him  Home,  fays  Mr.  Wejley,  im~ 
mediately  to  his  Work,  and  advifed  him 
to  cry  Day  and  Night  to  Gody  —  This 
is  all  *'  that  is  faid,  or  done,  in  both 
Cafes.  The  Diforders  were  gone  too  far^ 
beyond  the  Paroxifms  of  a  Fit ;  no  Laurels 
to  be  gathered  by  undertaking  a  Cure  of* 
fuch  difficult  and  tedious  Operation.  In 
thefe  Circumflances  he  might  tridy  fay^ 
^  what  do  you  think  I  can  do  ?  And 
F  f  there* 
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Thyrse.  therefore  he  wifely  taketh  that  Ad^jtce  to 
iemon.  ^^q^-^jji^^  ncver  to  attempt  any  Thing 
i22.  above  their  Strength  :  To  which  is  added, 
the  Example  of  St.  Anthony,  who,  when 
a  Boy,  faid  to  be  pojjejjed,  was  brought 
to  him,  immediately  knew  it  was  too  po- 
tent a  Spirit  for  him  to  ejedf.  And  Pope 
Gregory  (Dialog.  Lib.  i.  Cap.  lo.)  fliew- 
eth,  that  the  Man  is  polTefTed  with  a 
Devil  himfelf,  who  dares  attempt  the  Ex^ 
puljion  of  a  Devil  in  a  Cafe  beyond  his 
Power:* 

We  may  alledge  too  what  Irenaus  fays 

of  the  pretended  Miracles  of  fome  Heretics 

in  his  Days ;    "  They  cannot  drive  away 

all  Devils,  but  only  thofe  whom  themfelves 

have  put  in,"     I  will  produce  the  whole 

PaJJage,  for  the  Sake  of  the  Comparifon  in 

Lib.  II.  feveral  Particulars.     "  Si?non,  and   Carpo- 

^P-  57-  crates,  and  others  who  are  faid  to  work 

Wonders,  do  it  not  by  the  Power  of  God-^ 

nor  in  Truth-,    nor  doing  any  good-,  but 

by   magical    Dehfions   and    Fraud,    doing 

more  Mifchief  than  Benefit  to  the  credulous 

Perfons,    whom  they  have  feduced.      For 

they  can  neither  give  Sight  to  the  Blind, 

nor  hearing  to  the  Deaf;  nor  drive  away 

all  Devils,    but  only   thofe   whom   them^ 

felves  have  put  in-,  if,  however,    they  do 

even  this.  — -  Much  lefs  can  they  raife  the 

Dead;^~. 

Whether 
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Whether  thofe  d^-eadful  Maladies  among 

the    Methodifts  are  put  in   by   Mr.   Wejley 

or  Satdn^  (for   both   have   their  Claim)  I 

leave  themfelves  to  decide  at  their  next  Cori" 

ference. 

The  Expreffion  above,  of  doing  more 
Hiirt  than  Goody  fuggefteth  one  more  De- 
diiBion.  For  I  am  perfuaded  your  Method ^ 
Mr.  Wejley y  hath  hindered  the  Cure  of  fe- 
veral  Perfons  ;  if  not  occafioned  their 
Death,  After  your  contemptuous  T^reatment 
of  Natural  Means^  and  the  Skilful  in  their 
ProfeJJion  as  all  Phyjicians  of  no  Value ; 
(though  both  ordained  by  God  to  give  Eafe, 
and proloiig  Life:)  —  After  your  calling 
Application  to  Natural  Means,  "  fend- 3  joum, 
ing  People  to  the  Devil  for  Cure;  toP-^^- 
Company,  idle  Books  and  Diverfions -,'' 
(which,  with  Submiffion  to  your  fuperior 
Wijdom,  may  be  of  great  Ufe.)  —  What 
genuine  Methodijl  will  think  of  confulting 
the  Faculty ;  efpecially  as  Perfons  difor- 
dered  like  thofe  in  Methodifm,  have  from 
the  very  Nature  of  the  Difeafe  an  Aver^ 
fion  to  the  proper  Remedies  f  This  I  take  to 
have  been  the  Misfortune  of  the  Hitchens^ 
who  were  as  genuine  Methodifts  as  can 
well  be  conceived  ;  plunging  into  the  Vi- 
ciffitudes  of  Light  and  Darknefs^  Prefump- 
tion  and  Defpair,  Faith  and  Infidelity, 
with  every  Peculiarity  of  ivild  Rnthifiapn, 
Till  their  heated  Brains  threw  them  into 
F  f  2  tha; 
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that  Calenture,  and  malignant  Fever ^  of 
which  bpth  of  them  died.  And  not  a 
Word  is  mentioned,  in  the  Account  of 
their  Deaths,  of  Fhyfician,  Apothecary,  or 
other  rational  Remedy  and  Affiftance, 

This  unnatural  CondiiB  may  perhaps  be 
defended  from  fome  Fopifi  Examples :  — - 
Spccui.    ^s  Qf  ji^^t  cc  Mofik,  who  being  very  in- 
DiX"?.  '  fii'i^j    fooHflily   confulted    the    Phyjicians, 
Lx.  28.    One  Day  he  faw  the  Virgin  Mary  come 
with  a  Box  of  7ncji  precious  EleBuar-yj  and 
giving  each  Monk  a  Spoonful  of  it  with 
her  moft  fweet  Hand,  as  they  went  inta 
the  Chapel.     Our   Monk  was  exceedingly 
rejoiced  at  this.     But  when  he  pafTed  by^ 
{he  repelled  him  with  Indignation;  "  Go, 
make  ufe  of  your  Medicines,  you  fhall  have 
none  of  mine,  feeing  you  apply  to  Phyfi^ 
Clans,  without  depending  upon  me''     The 
Monk  blujhed,  and  immediately  threw  away 
^11  his  Medici?2es.'' 
Piff(i;g.         gyf^  QP   (j;jg   Other  Hand,    Wieriis  ob- 
Cap.  2.3.   ferves,  "  that  true  Exorcijls  ufed  firft  to 
purge  the  PolTefTed    from  the  black   Bile, 
and  other  peccant  Humours,   before  they  fet 
about   their  Conjurations.      And  he  gives 
Inftanccs   of  Perfons    perfectly    cured   by 
Thyfic,    when   no   Exorcifms  were  of  any 
Service."     And  a  move  genuine  Papijl,  the 
y^^-^\      Author  of  Complementum.  A'tis  Exorcifticce, 
Maicf.    {in  DoEirin.    n.)  owneth,    "  that  if  the 


1^^^^^^^- Exorciji  doth  not  call  in  a  Phyjician,  he 

wiU 


p.  26. 
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will  incur  great  Danger.  I  myfelf,  faith 
he,  having  fcen  fome  Exorcijls,  who  have 
killed  Men  for  Want  of  the  Phyfician's 
Advice,  to  the  great  Detriment  of  their 
Confciefices." 

This  may  be  true.     And  yet  there  might 
be    greater  Danger    on   the    other   hand. 
For  as  far  as  Fhyfic  (hould  bring  a  Cure^ 
or  Affiftance^    fo  far  the  Reputation  of  the 
Exo7'ci/l  would  fuffer  Diminution.     And  if 
the  Patients  were  completely  cured ,    there 
would    be  an  End  of  all  their  extraordi- 
nary Prophecies,   Vifons,     Affurances,    and 
the  like,    which  they  utter  in  their  Fits; 
—  an  End  of  the  Art  hereby  employed 
for  raifing  a  new  SeB,  or  a  new  Saint  j  an 
End  of  miraculous  Claims.    Both  Papiji  an4 
Methodijl  mufi:  be  very  fenfible   of   fuch 
unlucky  Ccnfequences.  Were  Matters  brought 
to  this  Pafs  J  who  fliould  ecjiatically  pre- 
diB  the  flourifhing   State  of  the  Society  t 
Who  fee  their  Relations  in  Heaven  ?  Who* 
have  Chriji  and  Angels  attending  them  at 
their  Death  ?  Who  abound  in  Revelations?- 
So  that   in   Proportion  as  the  dijlempered 
Pcrfon    is    relieved,    the   Methodijl    is   loll. 
And   to    what   Purpofe    then    have   they 
made  all  this  Noife  ? 

In  this  Viev/,  one  might  as  well  advifc 
the  moil:  effectual  Remedy  of  all  j  that  of 
never  coming  among  the  Methodijls,  by 
Way  of  Prevention ',  or  leaving  them,  by 

Way 
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Way  oiCure,  or  turning  off  their  Leader, 
This  happened  to  be  the  Event  in  the 
Cafe  of  the  Nuns  of  Kentorp,  before  re- 
Wkjr.  lated ;  "  the  Perfon  who  firft  brought 
p.  404.  ti^Qfe  Jirange  ConviilfionSy  and  uncommon 
Dijiempers  among  them,  and  fpread  the 
Contagion^  no  fooner  married^  and  apojla- 
tizedfrom  the  Society,  but  the  Fits  imme- 
diately ceafed  in  the  Nunnery,  and  there 
was  no  more  Occafion  for  Exorcifms,  or 
other  fuper natural  Interpofitions." 

In  Cafes  of  Withcrajt  too,  fudden  and 
flrange  Cures  are  faid  to  be  effected  by 
the  Death  of  the  Witch.  The  Hiflory  of 
2  Vcl.  Witchcraft  fays,  "  Another  Thing  worthy 
P-  3  •  q{  Notice  is,  that  the  Execution  of  fome 
that  have  lately  died  hath  been  imme- 
diately attended  with  a  flrange  Delive- 
rance.— By  the  cruel  Effeds  of  Witchcraft, 
and  Force  of  the  Devil,  many  pooi'  Peo- 
ple have  been  driven  into  Dejpair,  their 
Minds  being  puzzled  with  fach  Buzzes  of 
Atheifm  and  Blafphemy,  as  have  made  them 
even  run  diftra^ed  with  Terrors ;  who 
have  wonderfully  recovered  upon  the  Death 
of  the  Witches y  Immediately  follows  a 
particular  Inftance  of  two  Witches,  who 
making  the  Room  light  by  their  coming  in, 
tormented  a  poor  Woman  into  DiftraBion ; 
but  upon  their  Execution  ilie  was  prefent- 
ly  and  perfeSily  recover ed,'\ 

§.  40.  But 
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§.  40'    But,    becaufe   I   would    favour 
Mr.   Wejlcy,  as   far  as  the  Nature   of  the 
Cafe  will  admit :  Let  us  for  once  fuppofe, 
that   he   hath  adually   performed   feveral 
viiraciiloiis  Ciiresy  and  removed  from  many 
of  his    Followers   the  moji   horrible  Dif" 
orders.      But  let  him  likewife   remember, 
that    he   brought    thefe    Calamities    upon 
them  himfelf\    (unlefs  Sata?!  mufl  bear  a 
Part)    and    "  Jlrnck    them   to    the   Earthy 
(where  they  roared  under  Agonies  beyond  all 
Defcription)  by  the  Strength  of  his  Preach^ 
7nents :  And  that  upon  careful  ExatniiJ-a^ 
tion  he  found,  that  all  of  them  {not  oite^ 
he  thinks,  excepted)  were  Perfons  in  per- 
feB  Healthy  and  had  not  been   fubjed;  ta 
Fits  of  any  Kind,  till  thus  affeBedJ"  And 
then  the  Account  will  ftand  thus.     "  Af- 
ter trailing  them   through  a  Series  of  Tor- 
tures, he  Jet   them  do%vn  juji  inhere  he  took 
the?n  up,  a?id  lejt  them,  as  he  found  them.' ^ 
Which  may  be  illujirated  by  a  Story  from 
Plutarch,  De  Socratis  Ge7iio.     "  One  TZ-Vol.  II. 
marchus  had  a   Mind    to    go  down    into^'^-  ^^' 
the   Den  of  TfOphonius ;   after  performing       ^' 
the   pre^'cious  Ceremonies.      Having    conti- 
nued there  two  Nights  and  •ne  Day,  he 
returned  very  chearful,  when  his  Friends 
had  given  him   over  for  loft;  and  related 
many  wonderful  Things  that  he  had  feen^  ■ 
and  heard  he   faid,  (I  ufc  his  own  Words )  ■ 

thar. 


(    224    ) 

that,  on  his  firft  Defcent  info  the  Oraciddr 
jDen,  he  fell  into  a  horrid  Darknefs  3  then 
taking  Refuge  in  Prayer  and  Vows^  he 
lay  in  that  Condition  for  a  long  Time  j 
not  well  knowing  whether  he  was  awake, 
or  in  a  Dream,  It  feemed  as  if  his  Head 
was  violently  Jmitten,  with  a  Noife  attend- 
ing, and  the  Sutures  of  his  ^kull  feemed 
to  open,  as  if  his  Soul  was  making  its 
'Exit.  Afterwards,  being  brought  into  a 
purer  Air,  he  began  to  breathe  again  af- 
ter a  long  Opprejjion,  was  Jir etched  out,  and 
grew  bigger  than  he  was  before,  like  a  Sail 
filled  with  Wind,  Then  he  heat'd  over 
his  Head  a  fmall,  but  very  fweet  Voice  j 
and  looking '  up,  he  faw  Earth  no  more, 
but  an  infinite  Number  oi  fiining  IJlandsy 
as  a  /^  Fire,  and  delightfully  varying 
their  Colours.' — ^But  upon  looking  downwardsy 
there  appeared  a  ij^rg*^  Chafm  very  terrible 
a72d  deep,  full  of  a  turbulent  and  confufed 
Darknefs,  Whence  were  heard  ten  thou- 
fand  Roarings,  aiid  Groans,  and  Howlings 
of  Children,  and  Men  mingled  with  Women, 
and  all  Manner  of  tumultuous  Noife s.  This 
terrified  him  extremely.  Afterwards,  a 
Perfon  not  feen  by  him  before  (hewed 
him  the  Region  of  Proferpina,  bounded 
by  Styx,  and  the  Roai  to  Hell,  which 
makes  the  Souls  that  defcend  thither  roar 
out  for  Fear.  Pluto  immediately  feizeth 
fome,   who  Jink  for  ever  j  but  other  lefs 

defied 
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defiled  Souls  emerge  again,  and  return  to  a 
fecond  Birth.  Then  the  Perfon  bad  him 
*  be  gone.'  But,  fays  Timarchiis^  *  turn- 
ing to  fee  who  it  was  that  fpoke  to  me,  I 
was  again  feized  with  a  'violent  Head-ach, 
as  if  comprefTed  by  Force  ;  and  fo  loji  my 
Senfes^  that  I  knew  nothing  of  what  was 
about  me.  But  in  a  Htde  time  recover ijig, 
I  found  myfelf  at  the  Kntrance  of  Tro^ 
phoniiis's  Den^  ivhere  I  f.rjl  lay  down."" 

It  may  be  fome  Satisfa(flion  to  the  Un- 
learned Reader  to  liave  fome  Explanation 
of  Tropbonius's  Den.  Which  I  fliall 
do  by  a  Literal  Tranjlation  from  Paiifa^ 
nias.  Bseotic.  Cap.  39.- — Plutarch.  Ed. 
Par,  Vol.  II.  Pag.  944.  Philojlrat.  Fit. 
Apollonii,  Lib.  8.  Cap.  19.  Scholia  in  Arif" 
tophanem.   Nub.  verf.  508. 

"  This  Trophonius  was  a  crafty  Fellow, 
and  cxcejji'vely  vain-glorious  -,  and,  though 
born  of  a  common  Mortal,  feig?2ed  him- 
felf  to  be  the  Son  of  Apollo.  He  made, 
with  the  Afliftance  of  his  Brother,  a  fub- 
tcrranean  Cave,  or  Den-^  where  he  deli- 
vered Oracles  to  fuch  as  were  ivife  enough 
to  confult  him.  The  Confulter^  by  way 
of  Initiation,  muft  firfl:  prepare  himfelf, 
by  obferving  a  Courfe  of  Chajiity  for  cer- 
tain Days  i  and  by  offering  Sacrifice  to 
Trophonius  ;  the  Southfayer,  or  Priejl,  look- 
ing diligently  into  the  Entrails,  [as  the 
Vi£lin:s  of  Mcthodifm  mufl  have  their 
G  g  Hca:'k 
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Hearts  open  to  Mr,  Wefley,    without  any 
Manner  of  Referve^]  that  he  may  thence 
judge  of  the  Perfon's  Fitnefs,  and  whether 
he    niay    deferve    to  receive    an  Anfwer, 
Thus   prepared   he  approacheth   the  De- 
Jce?2ty  (for  io  the  Den  is  called)  and  lays 
himlelf  down  at  the  Entrance^  called  the 
f acred  Mouth.     Then,  in  a  Moment ^  he  is 
jnatched  away^  and  hurled  down^  he  knows 
not  how,  Head  and  Heels  contraBed  toge- 
ther,   into   the    vaft  fubterranean   Cavern, 
Here  he  is  fo  terrified  with  Roarings^  that 
he  falls  a  Roaring  himfelf ;  or  elfe  is  quite 
Jiiipejied,    and   almoji  fenfelefs.      Then   he 
haih  the  Sight  of  fome  prophefying  Dra^^ 
gons,  or  Serpents  ;  whofe  Wrath  he  muft 
appeafe  by  fome  Cakes ^  or  Bifcuits^  (which 
they  mufh  bring  with  them  for  that  Pur- 
pofe)  that  he  may  not  be  too  unmerciJuL 
He  gets  his  Anfwer,  and  becomes  a  Pro^ 
fhet,  partly  from  what  he  feeth,  and  part- 
ly from  what  he  heareth.     This  is  what 
Suidas   termeth    the  Ludicrous  Illufions  of 
jn  Voce    ^rophonius  under  Ground.     All  do  not  con- 
'  tinue  there  for  the  Jame   Space   of  Time^ 
nor  come  out  iht  fame  Way  \  there  being 
divers  Communications,  Windings  and  Holesi 
fo  creep  cut.     When  the  Conjulter   is  re- 
turned, afionijl^ed  as  he  is,  the  Priefts  im- 
pediately  place  him  upon  what  is  called 
the  Seat  of  Memory,    where  they  examine 
him,  as  to  what  he  hath  feen  and  heard, 

and 
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and  then  fend  him  Home,  ftill  pofTeiled 
with  great  Amazement  and  'Terror ;  neither 
knowing  himfelj]  nor  others  about  him. 
[Hence  Mr.  JVeJley  may  have  learned  his 
Pradtice  of  a  careful  Examination  on  his 
Patient's  Return  from  their  horrible  Fifs.^ 
But  in  a  little  time  he  recovers  his  Senfes, 
and  fometimes  his  Faculty  of  Laughing. 
For  very  few  were  ever  known  to  laugh 
afterwards^  being  difmayed  either  by  Hcr^ 
rors  of  the  Place,  or  the  Bitifigs  ■  of  the 
Serpe?its.  Whence  arofe  the  Proverb,  of 
^  four  and  morofe  Man,  "  He  hath  been 
in  Trophofiius's  Den,'*  It  Was-  necefTary 
for  all,  who  returned  from  the  Defcen'f^ 
to  preferve  Memorials  of  what  they  had 
feen  and  heard^  on  3.  written  Table.''  [Their 
'Journals  have  been  pundlual  in  this  alfo.] 
And  Faufanias  faith,  "  that  he  doth  not 
give  this  Account  upon  Hear  fay  ^  but  upon 
perfonal  Knowledge,  having  himfelf  defcend-* 
ed  to  confult  the  Oracle  J"  Thus  far  my 
Authors, 

When  the  God  Trophonius  was  dead, 
(for,  it  feems,  he  Jlarved  himfelf,  in  or- 
der to  claim  his  Manfion  in  the  Skies)  "  his 
Succefjors  in  the  Den,  and  who  carried  on 
the  Trade ^  were  certain  Demons,  called  Tro-^ 
photiiad^,  who  were  properly  Inhabitants  of 
the  World  of  the  Moon,  but  came  down 
hither  to  fuperintend  their  Oracles''  Thus 
Plutarchi  and  likewife  elfewhere,  ''  that 
0%  %  the 
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Vol.  It.  the  Sibil's  Voices  were  heard,  and  they 
^  ^  *  f^^^S  ^^^  ^^^^'^  Prophecies^  while  they  were 
whirled  about  in  the  Oi'-b  of  the  Moon.'* 
Whereby,  I  fuppofe,  he  would  infinuate, 
that  thefe  Oracle-imngers  were  a  Sort  of 
Lunatics. 

By  thefe  References  I  am  fenfible  how 
much  I  have  again  expofed  myfelf  to  the 
Cenfure  of  not  keeping  to  my  Title^Page, 
which  mentioned  only  Methodifts  and  Pa-^ 
pijis.  But  a  Comparifon  from  Heathens  may 
be  as  good, 

§.41.  Mr.  Wefley  will,  without  Doubt, 
take  the  Advajitage  of  my  Suppofal ; 
"  that  he  hath  actually  performed  feveral 
miraculous  Cures."  But  this  was  only  a 
Suppofal.  And  perhaps  he  will  foon 
complain,  (and  not  without  Reafon)  that 
I  am  explaining  his  Miracles  away.  For  if 
we  underfland  by  a  Miracle  fuch  an  ex- 
traordinary and  wonderful  EfFe(5l,  as  can 
be  wrought  by  God  alone ^  (whatever  hijlru* 
77ients  he  may  ufe)  for  the  Manifeftation 
of  his  Power,  or  Confirmation  of  fome 
Divine  Meflage.  —  In  this  fl:ri(St  Senfe,  I 
muft  abfolutely  withdraw  my  Suppofition. 
But  if  we  underftand  by  Miracle  fuch  ex- 
traordinary and  wonderful  Effed:s ,  as 
created  Beifigs  are  permitted  to  caufe,  for 
inftance,  Diabolical  and  Magical  Opera- 
fions't — or.thofe  furprizing  Eff^(^s,  which 

Mafi* 
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Mafs-Priejisy  Mountebanks^  yuggJerSy  and 
other  ImpoJtorSy  can  work  by  Slight  of  Hand, 
and  Impolition  upon  the  Senfes  j  —  or, 
again,  Ibme  unufual  andil:range  Operations 
within  the  Poivers  and  Laws  of  Nature, 
though  unknown  to  us :  —  I  forefee  no 
Inconvenience  in  any  of  thefe  lower  Senfes, 
in  allowing  the  Suppolition.  Becaufe  thefe 
Operations  are  no  Proof  of  a  Divifie  Mijjion, 
but  rather  prove  the  contrary. 

§.  42.  Let  us  enquire  therefore,  what 
Sort  of  People  have  ufually  deceived  Man- 
kind by  fuch  Means  3  and  particularly  with 
Refpedl  to  miraculous  Cures. 

Both  Antients  and  Moderns  are  faid  to 
have  performed  Wonders  of  this  Nature  by 
Natural  Magic,  or  a  profound  Knowledge 
of  Phyfical  Remedies.     Such,  they  tell  us, 
is  the  "  Agnus  Cajius,  or  Chajie  Lamb ;  a    Plin; 
Shrub   efiicacious   in  Hyjierics,  Phrenzies,^^'^^^ 
a7id  Bitings  of  Serpents -,    and   which  thexheophr. 
Women,  in  their  Celebration  of  the  Myfieries^^^'^}* 
ufed  to  carry  with  them  to  preferve  their ^'  ^  ^* 
ChaJlityJ'  — Such  is  the  Herb  Hypericumy 
called  alfo  St.  fohn's-wort,  and  Scare  De-    wier 
vil  J  good  in  Madnefs,  Vapours,  Melancholy,  Praeitig. 
or   raving   Fits,    Diflempers  of  an  unac-  P"  ^'5'' 
countable  Nature,  and  coming  without  a 
manifeft  Caufe  5  but  particularly  potent  to 
cuie  Perfons  pojelfed,  and  drive  away  the 
Devil,     But  thofe,  who  ufe  it,  are  gene- 
rally 
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rally  Vagabond  Cheats,  or  Agents  of  Satan, 
Compl.  or  iomttimcs  real  Hypochondriacs."     Popi/h 
p  ^^^^'^^Exorajh  recommend  it  as  effed:ual,  in  Con- 
junction with  their  Adjurations^  for  put- 
ting Satan  to  Flight." — And  to  remove  all 
Raym.    j)oubt,  *'   Pope  Alexander  I.  fo  eneaeed, 
Lib,  2.    ^i^^d   commanded    the    Priejls   to  ufe  this 
^e  Quin-  Herb  of  Grace,  for  the  fan^ijyi?2g  the  Peo- 
teuent.     ^j^^  ^^^  driving  away  the   Snares   of  the 
Devil,"     Taylor   Polemic,  p.  334. —  And 
Don  ^ixotCj  I  remember,  talked  of  fome 
Bal/ams  of  that  fovereign   Nature,    as    to 
heal  all  Wounds,    particularly  of  Knights 
Errant.      But  as    thefe   Secrets   have  not 
fallen  within  the  Compafs  of  my  Studies, 
and  I  would  not  injure  the  Regular  Phy- 
Jician,  I  have  done  with  them. 

Among  Pagans  nothing  is  more  com- 
mon than  their  Stories  of  Difiempers  cured 
V.Max,  ly  tieir  Damons.     Such  as  that  of  *'  Efcu- 
Cap.^8.   ^^p''^s,    another    Spurious    Son   of  Apollo ^ 
creeping  to  Rome  in  the  Form  of  a  Serpent^ 
and  immediately  relieving  all  from  a  mor- 
Paufan.     ^^X  Difeafe  :  —  And  that  of  Bacchus,  who 
Cap.  34.  not  only  gives   out  Prophecies,    but  hath 
Remedies  at  Hand  for  all  Diftempers  j  both 
which  are  performed  by  one  of  his  hfpired 
Priejls.**'-^  Such  were  the  Agyrtce,  or  Fa^ 
gabond  Priefts  ofCybele,  who  ll:rolled  about 
with  the   Marks    of  their   Goddefs   upon 
them,  gathering  a  Maintenance  under  Pre- 
tence of  Gifts  to  Cybek  5  for  which  they 
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prornired   a  high   Degree  of  Health    and 
Profperity. — Such,  in  later  Times,  are  the 
begging  Saints  in  Turkey^  who  (as  BuJbe-Epi&.llL 
qtiius  relateth)  ramble  about  under  various 
Appearances  and  Arts  of  SanBimoiiyy  — 
Such  again  the  Tamidi^  and  others  in  In-- 
dia^    who   are   a  Sort  of  Magicians^    and 
play   the  fame   Pranks  as    do  the  Romijh 
Mi/jionaries,   or  cur  Methodijis.     TJiis  Ac- 
count we  have  in  the  Htjiory  of  the  Evan-- 
gelical  Mijjion,  lately  published  by  ProfeJJbr 
Francks,     "  Theie  Men,  (who  are  called  pg 
Enchanters,  Devil- Driver Sy   and  Prophefy- 
ers)  arrogate  to  themfelves  the  Power  of 
driving  away  Evil  Spirits  by  the  Help  of 
other  Damons,  or  Tutelary  Deities.    They 
work   Miracles,   and  difcover   Secrets,   by 
the  Herb  Gangia,  which  throwcth  them 
into  divers  vehement  Agitations,  and  pro- 
duceth    terrible  Effeds.      Though    often 
'tis  only  a  counterfeit  Fanatical  Madnefs ; 
and   the  Delufon  hath   been  detected. — 
They  affirm,  that  if  they  ftrongly  fix  their 
Thoughts  upon  any  one  Thing,  and  firm- 
ly believe  it  to  be   God   himfelf,    or   that 
God  is prefent  there,  he  really  is  fo.  Whence 
'tis  no  Wonder,  that  they  infifl  fo  much 
upon  Faith,  and  promife  Ajfurance  of  SaU 
vat  ion  and  Pardon  of  Sins  to  all  that  have 
this  Faith  ;  altho'  they  want  the  other  re- 
quifite  Qualifications.  Their  Penitence  con- 
lifls   in   Fajtings,    Watchings,   Pilgrimages, 

Macera.- 
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Maceratiojis  of  the  Body,  and  leaving  their 
Families.  They  dired:  CheJIs  to  be  pro- 
cured, facred  to  their  Idols,  to  contain  their 
Gai7is  in  flrolling,  and  enjoin  abfolute  Obe- 
dience to  the  Prieji,  as  well  as  Confejjion 
to  him.  And  if  any  cotitraB  a  Dijiemper 
by  any  Hardfliips  in  following  them,  they 
promife  ample  Reward  by  a  future  Neiu 
Birth.  Their  Self-Severities  are  fo  great, 
as  to  carry  away  all  the  Glory,  which  Po- 
pijh,  and  other  Saintlings,  propofe  by  af-^ 
fiSling  the  Body.  And  by  obferving  what- 
ever their  God  Bruma  imprinteth  on  their 
Brain,  they  fliall  be  ingulphed  into  the 
Deity, — But  fo  far  are  thefe  Penitents  from 
acquiring  Humility  by  their  corporal  Seve- 
rities, that  highly  fwelled  with  Pride,  they 
defpife  all  others,  as  unworthy  o^  their  So-^ 
ciety,  who  no  longer  feel  any  carnal  De- 
fires.  Among  thefe  Penitents  there  is  no 
Scarcity  of  evident  Deceivers.  — -  They  are 
wont  to  boafl  much  of  their  Prayers,  and 
attribute  to  them  various,  wonderful  Effe^s 
in  curing  Difeafes,  driving  out  Serpents  and 
Evil  Spirits :  And  they  have  feveral  ap- 
proved Remedies  to  expel  Sin,  PoJJeJJions  and 
IVitchcrofi:' 

Of  the  fame  magical  Kind  are  the  won- 

Vit  Ap-  derful  Performances  oi  Appollonius  Tyanceus, 

F>J-L^^-' -as  related  by  Philojlratus,  in  Oppofition  to 

'■^"  ^'    the  Miracles  of  Chrifl.  (Unlefs  the  whole 

Account  be  mere  ^i&ion,)     "  When  his 
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Mother  was  with  Child,  (he  had  a  ftrange 
Fi/ion  of  tlj€  God  Proteus,  famous  for  turn- 
ing himfelf  into  "jarious  Forms  >   who  faid 
to  her,  '  I  am  Proteus,  and  you  fhall  bring 
forth  ?ne.     For  Proteus  was  very  JJjiftifig 
and  crafty,   and  fo  quickly  changing  into 
another  Shape,  that  he  could  not  be  caught. 
And  the  Progrefs  of  this   Difcourfe   will 
fhew,   that  Apollonius  was  a    greater  Pro^ 
phet  than  Proteus,  and  could  better  extri- 
/Cate  himfelf  from  almofl  infuperable  Diffi- 
culties, when  reduced  to  a  Non-plus*     He 
was  admired  for  Miracles,  PrediBions,  ex^ 
pelling  Devils y    &c."      The  fame   Author    vit. 
mentions  one  Antiochus,  2.  Man  of  Infupe-  Scphift. 
i'ahle   Bile,    who  often    had   Converjations 
with  Efculapius,  who  taught  him  the  Art 
of  Healirig** 

§.43.  The  fame  Pretences  and  PraBices 
were  common  among  the  Principal  Here- 
tics in  the  Primitive  Church.     Let  Simon 
Magus  fird  make  his  Appearance,  "  who  Aft.  8.  9; 
ufed  Sorceries,  and  be^ivitched  the  People  of 
Samaria,  giving  out  that  himfelf  was  fome 
Great  One.     To  whom  they  gave  Heed,  — 
faying.  This   Man   is  the   Great  Power  of 
God.'^ —  *'  Becaufe  he  could  not  obtain  the 
fame   Gifts  of  Healing,    and    cading   out 
Devils,  with  Apo/llcs,    having  710  Part  or 
Lot  in  this  Matter  ;    from  Ambition  and 
Avarice  he  became  a    Dealer  in   Magic, 
H  h  uling 
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uiing  Incantatiojts  and  Exorcifms,  and  prc-« 
tending  to  work  divers  Miracles.     He  car- 
ried about  with  him  his  Mijlrefs  Helena, 
whom  he  called  the  firji  Conceptmi  of  his 
Mind  J  and  initiated  into  his  Myjleries  >  and 
it  was  one  of  their  Ineffable  Secrets  to  Jiun 
and  amaze  the  Mi?ids  of  the  Hearers,  and 
caufe   a   StupefaBion,  Lofs  of  Sefifes,    and 
Madnefs.     After  rendering  them  infenfatCy 
he  raifed  Phantafms  and  Apparitions ,    of 
no  Stability  or  Duration  5    and  perfuaded 
his  Followers,  that  they   were  like  Jefus^ 
and  had,  by  a  Sort  of  Circulation,  the  fame 
Soul  with    him.      He    could    affume    the 
Shape  of  a  Serpent  j  (hew  himfeif  with  two 
Faces,    fo   as  not   to   be   difcovered  j    had 
even  the  Peculiar  Prpvikge  of  transform- 
ing himfeif  into  whatever  Shape  he  pleafed. 
Sometimes,  under  a  Pretence  of  Kiiidnefs, 
he  would   invite  People   to   a  Feaji,   and 
there  bring  upon  them  divers yfr^??^^'  Dif-* 
eafes,   and    c}'uel  Devils.     But   to   fet  all 
Right  again,   He  pretended  io  fly  into  the 
Air,    and    bring  down   all   Sorts  of  good 
things,"     That   I   vaiy  not   in   the  leaft 
from  Hijlory,  any  one  may  fee,  that  will 
confult    Irenceus,    Lib.  I.    Cap.  20,    and 
Lib.  IL    Cap.  ^j.    Eufebius   Ecclef.  Hift. 
Lib.  IL  Cap.  13.   Nicephor.  Calliflus  Hift. 
Lib.  IL  Cap.  27,  cum  midtis  aliis. 
Lib.  I.        Irenaus'^wt^  an  Account  of  "  Marcus^ 
^'  '  ^'a  Difciple  of  Sim.  Magus y  who  mufl  needs 

improve' 
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improve  upon  his  Majler.  Mingling  liidi- 
crous  Dclufiom  with  the  Wickednefs  of 
Magic^  he  was  thought  hereby  to  work 
Wonders  among  Perfons  deprived  of  their 
Senfes,  and  gone  out  of  their  Mind,  So  that 
he  [educed  Numbers  of  Men  and  Women, 
making  Converts  to  himfef^  as  the  moft 
knowing,  moft  perfcSl,  and  endued  with 
T ore er  from  an  High  :-—  A  true  Forerun?ter 
of  Antichrift.  For  he  would  turn  the  Eu- 
charijiical  Wine  into  Bloody  and  thereby  do 
Miracles-,  whereby  he  drew  after  him 
miferable  Women,  and  drove  them  to  Mad' 
nefs.  By  the  Help  of  a  Dcemon  he  prophe- 
fyed  alCoy  and  made  as  many  as  were  wor- 
thy to  partake  of  his  Grace  to  prophefy 
likewife,  efpecially  Rich  Women,  whom  he 
would  thus  flatter,  *  Partake  thou  of  my 
Grace,  becaufe  the  Father  always  feeth  thy 
Angel  before  his  Face.  But  the  Place  of 
thy  Greatnefs  is  in  mc.  It  behoveth  us  two 
to  become  one. — Behold  Grace  is  come  upon 
thee,  open  thy  Mouth,  and  prophefy." 
Then  by  frefli  Invocations  he  flrikes  her 
into  an  Amazement  and  Stupor.  The  Womark 
thus  puffed  up  and flultified,  becomes  heated 
into  an  Opinion  of  her  Beginning  to  pro^. 
pbefy  J  and  when  the  Heart  beats  ftrongly, 
grows  bold,  flie  talks  delirioufy,  utters 
whatever  rafl:)  and  light  Things  come  up- 
permoft ;  the  Soul  growing  audacious  and 
immodeft,  by  being  heated  with  empty  Air. 
H  h   2  Then 
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Then  fhe  aflumes  the  Title  of  a  Trophetefs ; 
rewards  her  Infpirer  with  PrefentSy  and 
even  with  the  Communication  of  her  Body, 
defirous  of  being  united  to  him  in  every 
Refped:.  Others,  who  are  Proof  againft 
SeduBioH)  avoid,  anathematize,  and  fly 
from  this  wild  Society.  The  fame  Marcus 
abufeth  many  Women  with  Philtres,  and 
other  Allurements^  inflaming  them  into  a 
I  Love  oi  \\\m.     Mis  Difciples  t2.ke  the  fame 

Method  of  /educing    Women,    and    caUing 
themfelves  the  PerfeSf  Ones^  as  if  the  Apo- 
files  were   not  equal  to  them,    who  alone 
have  drank  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Knowledge 
of  the  Unfpeakable  Power  ;  whence  they  are 
free  to  do  any  Thing,  having  no  Marnier  of 
Fear  in  the  leaft.     Some  of  thefe  deluded 
People  returned  to  the  Truth,    and  openly 
confefl"ed   their  Error-,  others   ajhamed  of 
what  they  had  done,  withdrew  themfelves 
Ipin.  75.  privately." —  Among  St,  Cyprian's  Epifiles 
is  one  to  him  from  Fir  mi  anus,  giving  the 
following  Account,      *'  A  certain  Woman 
hath  ftarted  up  here,  who  in  Ecfiatic  Fits 
would    pretend   to  be    a   Prophetefs,    and 
fhe  adled  thus  as  being  full  of  the  Holy 
Ghofi.     She  was  fo  actuated  by  the  Power 
cf  fome  Principal  Damons,  that  for  a  long 
Time  fhe  deceived  the  Fraternity  3  and  per- 
forming   fome    wonderful   and  portentous 
Things,  fhe  engaged,   \}c\2X  Jhe  woidd  fi^ake 
th^  Earth,     By  which  hies  and  Brags  fhe 

brought 
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brought  the  Minds  of  many  into  a  Refo* 
lution   of  following   her  with   an  implicit 
Obedience ;  particularly  a  filly  Prieft^  and  a 
Deacon^  fo  far  as  to  be  her  Companions  in 
Bed ;    which    was    afterwards    dete(fted.'* 
Upon  which   the  Commentator  obferveth, 
'  that   the    Faith    is    feldom   adulterated^ 
without  the  Projiitution  of  ChaJiityJ'     And 
as  to  the  Boafl  of  Jhaking  the  Earth ;  the 
rapturous  Bourignon,  (Light  rifen  in  Dark- Part  III. 
nefs)  hath  the  fame  Power  from  Heaven  :^^^"  ^^' 
"  Itwasfaid  to  me,   Thou  Jhalt  fjake  the 
Earth r      And   (hall   Mr.    Wefey    be  lefs 
powerful?  "  In  mufing,   (faith  he)  upon 3  Jo"™. 
which  Words,   my  Soul  was  fo  enlarged, ^"^  * 
that  I   could  have   cried  out,    *  Give  me 
fjchere  tofiand^  and  1  will fiake  the  Earth.''— ^ 

§.  44.  Having  in  thefe  Relations  a  little 
deviated  from  the  Pointy  concerning  Exor^ 
cifms  and  miracuhus  Cures ;  it  may  be  pro- 
per  to    fupply   that  DefeB,  —  Tertullian^  Apolog. 
fpeaking    of   the    Pagan    Damons^    fays,    P"  ^^' 
"  They  are  evidently  very  beneficent  in  the 
Cure  of  Diftempers ;   jor  they  firfl  do   the 
Mifchief  and  then  prefcribe  a  Remedy^  won- 
derfully neWy    or  of  a  contrary  Tendency : 
after  which  they  ceafe  to  torment^  and  then 
are   thought  to  aire^    &c."      Wierus  hath 
a  Chapter   or   two,    **  Upon    the  Devil's Praeftig. 
healing   Difeafcs  only    by   ceafing  to  tor-^'^-4- 
ment,"     And  gives   for  ;x  Reafon  of  fuchi^;' 

Kindnefs^ 
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Kindnefs,  that  *  he  doth  it  to  encourage 
Idolatry^  or  Jome  wicked  DoBriney  Ac- 
cordingly the  Devil  was  fo  good  as  to  keep 
his  Word  with  one   of  Mr.  WeJleysTof 

5  ^^^rci.  Jejjed-y  "  If  jy>,  Mr.  Wejley,  comes,  I  will 

P*  ^^'  let  thee  be  quiet,  and  thou  flialt  be  as  if 
nothing  ailed  thee,  till  he  is  gone."  Such 
Encouragement  doth  Satan  give  to  Metho^ 
difm. —  Such  another  Inftance  we  have  of 
the  Devil's  Kwdnefs  in  Mr.  Wejley'^  Ac' 
count  of  that  miferable  Wo?nan^  who  faid, 

■j  Journ.  *^  She  had  given  herfelf  to  the  Devil,  &c. 

f'  92'  and  then  began  praying  to  the  Devil.  But, 
at  laft,  *  in  a  Moment  God  [poke  Peace,  and 
jiilled  the  "Enemy  and  Avenger''  If  this 
was  an  A^l  of  Goodnefs  in  Satan  ;  the  Au- 
thor of  the  Compl.  Art,  Exorcijl.  hath  a 
Parti.    Parallel  Cafe,  "which,   he  faith,  happen- 

Bcar.  s.gjj  ^Q  himfelf.  *  While  I  was  exorcizing 
a  Woman,  named  Jfabella,  I  commanded 
the  Devil  to  defcend  into  the  little  Natl  of 
her  left  Foot.'  The  Devil  anfwered,  '  I 
will  not  do  this,  unlefs  you  reque/l  it  ci- 
villy.* We  then  contended  together  a 
long  while  ;  he  in  the  Strength  of  his  own 
^ride,  and  I  in  the  Name  of  Jefus',  fo 
that  the  Evil  One  hoped  to  come  off  Fic^ 
torious,  and  added  fre/h  tortures  to  the 
afflidted  Woman.  At  length,  grievoufly 
tired,  having  fought  for  five  Hours,  by 
God's  Infpiration  I  took  up  the  'Tabernacle, 
in  which  was  the  Eucharijly  and  putting 

it 
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it  on  the  Woman  s  Head,  cried  out  feveral 
Times,  and  with  a  loud  Voice,  *  Miferi- 
cordia  Signore*  When,  to  the  Aftonifh- 
ment  of  all,  the  Devil  went  away,  and 
paid  Obedience."  A  rare  Inliince  of  £.v- 
orci/lical  Virtue. 

But  if  Mr.  TFeJley  chufeth  to  fay,  that 
Satan  in  this  Cafe  was  Jii lied  by  his  Pray- 
er, rather  than  the  Good- will  of  the  wicked 
Spirit, — ^I  mufl  be  contented  with  a  Pa' 
rallel,  or   two,   from  Popijlo   'Recoveries  of 
CofttraBs   made  with  Satan.     Ignatius  is  a 
fure  Card  on  thefe  Occafions.     "  A  young  Bartol. 
Man  having    by  formal  Covenant  pawned  P-  44^* 
his  Soul  to  the  Devil-,  he  was  hereby  en- 
abled  to   perform    divers  Things,    either 
truly,    or   apparently,    miraculous.     After- 
wards, grievoufly  convinced  of  Sin,  he  ap- 
plies to  the  fefuits  for  Deliverance,    and 
they  to  the  ProtecTtion  of  thdv  Pounder.  The 
young  Man  is  advifed  to  make  an  equally 
forjnal  Abjuration  of  the  Devil-,   which  he 
did,    full   of  Horror  and  Trembling,    and 
ready  to  be  choaked.      The  Abjuration  is 
Jaid  upon  the  Altar  of  Ignatius' %  Chapel  y 
^  foon  after  a  Sort  of  hifjing  Sound  is  heard 
by    all    the   Company ;    and    the    Devil 
came,  (feeii  by  one  of  the  Jefuits)  brought 
back  the  Co7itracl,  put  it  under  the  Altar^ 
Cloth,  and  then  vaniflied.     G/j/;)' was  given 
to  God  and  St,  Ignatius, '\ 

We 
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We    read    another    fuch   Tale  in   tht 

Vitt     Life  of  St.  Gertrude i     "  A  certain  Man, 

Gctttud.  upon  fome  profitable  Conditions,  made  an 

EXprefs  Covenant  with  the  Devil  to  deliver 

himfelf  up  to  him   on   Inch   a  Day  and 

Place.     The  Lady-Saifit  took  what  Pains 

file  could  to  refcue  the  wretched  Creature. 

But  the  ContraSi  was  abfolute,  and  go  to 

the  Devil  he  muft,  and  will.     She  then 

/permits   him  to  make  good   his  Engage- 

inenty    provided   he  would  take  her  with 

him.     Accordingly  he  takes  his  Horfiy  the 

Saint  mounted  behind  him,  and  prefents 

himfelf  to  Satan,     But  no  fooner  did  he 

fpy  St.  Gertrude^  but  he  relinquifheth  his 

Pre)\  and  takes  to  his  Heels,  utterly  a-* 

baihed.'* 

§.  45.    It  hath  been  a  pretty  common 

Notion,  that   he   who  can  put  the  Devil 

viy  can  like  wife  pull  him  out.     An  Ex- 

ample  or  two  of  this  I  have  given  before* 

And  as  Mr.  Wefley   hath  fufficiently  /n- 

umphed  in   having    this   Power   over    the 

Methodifts -y  it  reminds  me  of  the  famous 

Luclan.    Impoftor  Alexander y  in  Lucian.     "  He  had 

Aiexan.    ^  good   Capacity y  but   made  an  ///  Ufe  of 

it;  was  exceeding  fr^j,  active,  boldy  and 

expoling  himfelf  to   Dangers  and  Hard- 

Jhtps.     He  took  upon  himfelf  to   be  the 

Succejjhr  of  Apolloniiis  Tyanatis ;  fet  up  art 

OraclCy  uttered  PropbecieSy  engaged  to  free 

the 
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tne  World  from  Difeafes  ^  Pejlllences^ 
Earthquakes,  Sec.  All  who  gave  no  Credit 
to  him,  thofe  efpecially  who  expofed  his 
ImpoJlureSy  he  calumniated  and  damned,  a^ 
Athei/is  and  Chrijlians ;  and  by  fuch  Arts 
pillaged  almoft  all  the  Txoman  Empire.  One 
of  his  Tricks  was  this :  He  put  a  young 
Serpent  into  a  Goofe^Eggy  the  Cracks  being 
artfully  cemented  r,  and  the  next  Day  out 
he  coiiies,  fhaking  his  loofe  Loch,  and 
mounting  his  Roftrum^  proclaims  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  the  City^  who  fhould  foon  receive 
a  Frefent  God,  Nearly  the  whole  City, 
Men,  Women  and  Children,  were  alTem- 
bled,  and  ftood  Jlupified^  prayings  aiid 
adoring*  The  Oracle-monger ^  having  mut- 
tered out  feveral  Things  concerning  Apollo 
and  Efculapius,  broke  the  Goof e- Egg,  and 
out  ftarts  the  Serpcnt~God,  to  the  Anlaze- 
merit  of  the  Speflators,  who  loudly  pro- 
claimed their  Happinefs,  Away  goes  the 
Prophet  with  the  new-horn  Efculapius,  the 
Tunce-born ;  and  the  fecond  Tims  out  of  a 
Goofe,  All  the  People  follow  him,  full 
of  Enthufafnij  and  mad  with  ExpeSlation, — ' 
The  Serperit  very  foon  grew  into  a  huge 
Dragon.'* 

The  Hifory  of  Witchcraft,  (as  I  could 
eafily  (hew )    affords   Parallels    to    almoft 
all  the  Circumfafjces  of  Methodifn ;    parti- 
cularly as  to  the  i;or/7^/t?  Parts  of  it.    "  ItV'ol.  rr. 
appeared  upon  the  Examination  of  Bridget^- 
1  i  Bijhop, 
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Bijhop,  that  thofe  bewitched  by  her  were 
cruelly  tormented.  If  fhe  did  but  caft  an 
Eye  on  them,  they  were  prefently  jiriick 
down,  and  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  there 
could  be  no  Deceit  in  the  Matter.  But 
as  foon  as  fie  touched  them  with  her 
Hand,  when  they  lay  in  their  Swoons,  they 
would  immediately  revive,  and  not  upon  the 
Touch  of  any  one  elfe.  Befides,  upon  fome 
particular  Actions  of  her  Body,  they  pre- 
fently and  painfully  fell  into  the  like  Pof- 
tures. —  She  had  faid  too,  *  that  fhe  could 
not  be  troubled  to  fee  the  Afflided  thus 
Vol.  IL  tormented."  —  "Again,  we  hear  of  their 
^'  2'''  knocking  down  with  a  Look,  and  then 
making  the  Afflidled  rife  -,  and  their  ap- 
pearing fometimes  cloathcd  with  Light J^ 

Others,  however,  are  of  a  different  Opi- 
nion  y  and  maintain,  that  "  One  Devily 
Wizard,  or  Witch,  can  counteraB  the  Deeds 
of  another,  and  perform  Cures  in  Oppof' 
fion  to  him.  This  they  argue  from  the 
different  Powers  afid  Subordinations  among 
^wicked  Spirits,  Horace  plainly  is  of  this 
Sentiment, 

f  F.pod.  jih,  Ah  I   Solutus  ambulat  Veneficce 

>eff.  71.        Pctejitioris  Carmine, 

i--'iVier:^z.Eufehius  fays,  that  "  Apollonius  cured  Dif^ 
^■'P  30-  tempers,  and  expelled  Demons  in  this 
DeFafcin.  Manner,  one  Devil  by  the  Help  of  another'' 
Vap.  3.    ,-»  Sennerius  bringeth  fome  Examples  of 

Perfons 
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Perfons  relieved  by  Conjurers  and  Lichan- 
ters,  when  grievoufly  tormented  by  Witches. 
—  In  the  Hiftory  of  Witchcraft^   "  there  is  2  ^'o'- 
much  Talk  of  a  white  Witchy  as  alfo  of  a  ^'  ^'" 
white  Angel,  who   would  fometimes  refciie 
Children  from  the  Witches^ 

If  we  get  among  Papijls ;   Binfeld  lays 
it  down  as  a  "  certain  Ruk\  that  a  fuperior  QonM%. 
Wizard  ca.n  cure  the  Mifchiefs  which  an  '^^^'^^' 
inferior  one   hath   caufedj — and   that  a  ^''''" 
Wizard  can    fometimes   cure    DiJicmperSy 
which  the  Phyfician  either  knows  not,  or 
can't   cure."  —  The  Author    of  Compkui. 
Art.  Exorcijl.    fays,  "  Devils   will  fome-Doar.  i, 
times  be  thus  falutary^    in  order  to  gain 
Souls  to  then f elves y   and  obtain  Divine  Ho- 
nour ^  of  which  they  are  very  Ambitions'*  . 
"  I   myfelf,    fays   he,    faw  and   heard  a 
Witch  confefs,   that  though  fhe  had  hiirt^ 
ed  many,  yet   fhe  had  cured  others,   Dct- 
vioniacs  and  dijiempered    People,     by   In- 
chantments ;  and  then  did  Homage  to  Lu- 
cifer ^  the  Greater  Angel.'' — Thyrcsus  proves  Daemon, 
the  Dodlrine,   of  Devils  being  expelled  by"^^^^^^}' 
Devilsy  by  divers  Inftances  of  Magicians^ 
who  made  a  Trade  of  this  Practice.     Such 
were    thofe    mentioned    by   St.    Gregory, 
(Dialog.   Lib.    i.  Cap.  10.)   Who  under- 
took to  free  a  noble   Lady  from  a  Devil, 
by  magical  Inchantments.     And  they   re- 
ally did  free  her.     But  in  the  mean  time 
they  opened  a  Paflage  for  a  whole  Legion 
I  i  2  of 
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of  unclean  Spirits  to  enter  into  her.     And, 
by   the  jitjl   Judgment  of  God,  from  that 
Time  (lie  was  agitated  by  as  many  ftrange 
Motions,    and  broke    out  into   a§   many 
Cryings  and  Roarings,  as  {he  had  Devils. 
within  her."  —  In  general,  'tis  a  known 
Cafe,  that  wicked  Men  have  done  Miracles 
of  this  Nature.  —  And  that   Fopery   may 
not   go   without  its   Sha.re    of  the   Black 
Art\    I  {hall   here,    (to   fave   myfelf  the 
Trouble  of  confulting  the  Originals)  tran- 
scribe   a    few    PafTages  from    Brocklesbf% 
P.  308-    GoJpeUTbeifm.     "  The  Miracles  of  the  Le- 
gendary's Lives  of  the  Saints  feem  to  be  of 
the  fame  Charadler ;  not  wholly  Fi^itious^ 
byt  in  Fart  Realities ;  but  fuch  Realities 
that  are  no  better  than  the  Feats  of  Magic, 
Of  the  Catalogue   of  Fopes  no   lefs  than 
four  and  twenty  are  faid  to  be  addicted  to 
the  Magic  Arts. — Fa fci cuius  Xemporum  re- 
porteth,  that  in  the  Tenth  Century  Magicy 
and  the   Art  of  making  Charms^  and  be- 
witching  People^    was    almo{l'   the    only 
Calc     Learning  of  the  Friejls.  —  In  Spain  they 

^Cm-  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  Difeafes,  Enfalmos-, 
and  in  that  Country  the  Learning  of  Magic 
was  foijnetime  allowed  '  and  profej/ed ;  for 
in  the  Academy  of  Salamanca,  they  taught 
both  'Theurgy  and  Goety  in  the  Fublick 
Schools. — Magic  is  no  Stranger  at  Rome.  A 
Bifiop  very  dear  to  Fope  Nicholas  V.  was 
Switched  into  an  incurable  Difeafe  5  whefe^ 

upon 
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upon  Application  was  rnade  to  that  Pope 
to  grant  a  Difpenfation  to  a  Witch^  who 
undertook  (if  it  might  be  allowed)  to  be- 
witch her  to  Death,  that  had  bewitched 
the  BiJJjop.  The  Pope  granted  the  Difpeu- 
fatiotiy  and  the  Bufinefs  was  done ;  the 
tritch  firfi  died,  and  then  the  Bijliop  re- . 
covered''  Now  if  any  have  caufed  fimi- 
lar  Effedls  from  fimilar  Principles,  they 
may  think  their  Method  warranted  by  this 
fapal  Difpenfation* 

§.  46.  But  "  hold,  fay  the  Mcthodifls, 
^nd  Mr.  Wefley,  you  are  running  too  faftl 
fVe  are  a  Se5l  of  Saints :  Otir  Treacher  per- 
forms thefe  Wonders  by  Chriflian  Metbadsy 
by  a  Divine  Power  in  the  Name  of  yefus ; 
and  efpecially  by  Sacred  Hymns  and  Prayers**. 

Their  real  Saintfhip  I  am  not  much  in- 
clined to  own.  But  as  to  3^tter  of  Fa^-, 
Mr.  Wejley  hath  fo  often  alTerted  miracu* 
lous  dealings,  and  ca fling  out  Devils,  to 
have  been  the  EfFe<fl;  of  his  (fometimes 
jointly  with  his  Followers)  Religious  Offices, 
Prayer  in  particular,  that  there  is  no  Oc- 
cafion  of  citing  exprefs  Pafjages.  Nor  need 
I  difallow  his  Account,  —  any  farther  than 
may  be  collected  from  the  foregoing  De-^ 
duSiions. 

I  will  venture  likewife  to  aflure  him, 
that  I  entertain  a  very  high  Notion  of  a 
^hffPZ  attending  on  all  Religious,  Cbnif>t 

tian 
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ttan  Exercifes ;  more  efpecially  of  the  Pre- 
valency  of  Prayer,  towards  removing  the 
feveral  Miferies  incident  to  Human  Life ; 
—  higher  flill  of  the  Efficacy  of  the  fervent 
Prayer  of  a  Righteous  Man^  approaching 
his  Maker  vv^ith  the  requifite  Scriptural 
^alif cations.  And  yet,  I  fliould  deem 
it  an  unwarrantable  Prefiimption,  even  in 
a  Righteous  Man,  to  exped;  a  Miracle  im- 
mediately upon  his  Petitions ;  or  pretend 
to  know,  that  a  fupernatural  Remedy  will 
follow,  and  that  in  a  Moment.  As  a  pro- 
per Salification,  I  fhould  require  better 
Principles,  Temper  and  Behaviour,  than 
can  as  yet  be  difcerned,  in  one  who  feems 
fond  of  being  thought  a  Cumiing  Man ;  — 
or  in  the  Body  of  his  Difciples ;  a  large 
Part  whereof,  I  fincerely  believe,  to  be 
Perfons  of  as  bitter  and  turbulent  a  Spirit^ 
as  any  at  prefent  in  the  Nation.  Uncom^ 
mon  Claims,  and  pretended  Marks  of  Saint- 
jhip,  are  by  no  Means  wanting  ;  but  the 
genuine  Marks  of  a  Chrifiian,  to  me  at 
leaft,  are  invifble.  Nor  would  they  be 
Ribaden.  injured  by  a  Comparifon  with  "  6/.  Ca^ 
Rom!^*  /^m;2^  ofSiemm-,  who,  being  in  an  Ecilacy, 
Apr.  30.  our  Lord  came  and  imprinted  upon  her 
■  his^i;^  Wounds ;  but  the  Marks  were  in- 
teriory  and  did  not  appear  outwardly.  This 
Favour  was  granted  to  her  great  Humility, 
which  moved  her  to  obtain  of  Heaven, 
that  the  Marks  might  not  be  feen."  —  No 

Doubt 
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Doubt  but  we  fhould  have  'vtfihle  Proofy 
were  the  Methodijls  to  fubmit  to  St.  Clara's 
Operation 'j  "  whofe   Body  being  opened,  Baling, 
and  her  Heart  diJjeBed^  the  Reprefentation   "^" 
of  Chrijl's  Pajfion  appeared  as  plainly  as  if 
it  had  been  carved.'' — 

If  I  am  not  eafily  impofed  upon  by  eX" 
traord'wary  Pretc?ifwns  of  this  Nature  ; 
fome  of  my  Rcajons  may  appear  from  the 
following  Examples.  That  it  was  no  un- 
common Thing  among  the  Jews  to  tife 
Curious,  (i.  e.  Magical)  Arts,  in  order  to 
remove  Difeafes,  and  drive  out  Demons ; 
and  even  by  the  moft  feemingly  Holy 
Means,  we  have  Proof  from  Scripture', 
Thus,  in  the  ABs  of  the  ApoJlles\  "  then  Chap.  19. 
certain  of  the  Vagabond  Jews,  Exorcijls,^'^^^^^^' 
took  upon  them  to  call  over  them  that 
had  evil  Spirits,  the  Name  of  the  Lord 
ye/us,  &c."  —  The  fame  Game  we  find 
carrying  on  in  St.  Aujlin'%  Days :  "  EvilTom.  9: 
Spirits  are  pleafing  themfelves  with  the^^''-^'^°" 
Shadow  cf  Ho?iour,  while  they  deceive  the 
Followers  cf  Chrijl :  So  far,  my  Brethren, 
that  thofe  who  jeduce  by  Ligatures,  Pray-- 
ers,  and  the  Tools  of  Satan,  mingle  the 
Name  of  Chrift  with  their  Inchantments, 
Becaufc  they  can't  feduce  by  plain  Poifon, 
they  add  a  little  //owy  to  make  the  per- 
nicious Draught  go  down.  Whence,  to 
my  own  Knowledge,  even  the  Impoftor 
Pallentus   hath   been    called  a  Chrijfian." 

The 
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Pag-50-  The  fame  Father  writeth,  "Concerning 
Miracles  done  by  Heretics  :  "  Pontius  hath 
done  a  Miracle  ;  and  Donatus  hath  prayedy 
and  received  an  Anfwer  from  God,  They 
are  either  Deceived^  or  Deceivers.  But 
God  hath  cautioned  me  againft  thefe  JVon-^ 
der -mongers  ( fnirabiliarios )  Matt,  xxiv. 
24.  Inhere  /hall  arife  Falfe  Prophets y  who 
Jhall  jhew  great  Signs  and  Wonders^  &c. 
Whether  thefe  Marks,  with  which  they 
are  fignedi  be  any  thing  to  their  Advan- 
tage^ is  to  be  confidered  by  hini^  wha 
would   not  be  terrified  and  deceived ^  — * 

Enchirid.  xhe  fame  Writer  again  5  "  Such  Super- 
^P*  ^^'  fiitious  Arts  are  full  of  pe/lilent  Curiofitj^ 
and  torjnenting  Anxiety.  By  the  Devit's 
Craft  they  happen  differently  to  different 
Men,  according  to  their  own  Apprehen- 
fions  and  Prefumptions.  For  the  Great 
Deceiver  knows  how  to  procure  Things 
agreeable  to  every  Mans  'Temper.,  and  eh- 
fnare  him  by  his  own  Sufpicions  and  Cofi" 
feht. 

Thus  St.  Chryfofiome  applies  to  one  of 

Homll.zi.thefe  Z)^^j!>£'i ;  "  You   make  ufe  of  Liga- 

Ad  Pop.  tures  and  Charms,  introducing  fome  oldy 
drunken,  reeling  Wo7nan  into  your  Houfe. 
And  are  you  not  afhamed,  don't  you 
bluQi,  to  run,  trerjibling  and  afio?jiJJjed  after 
fuch  Pra6tices  ?  The  Plea  is,  that  the  Wo- 
man is  a  Chrifiian,  and  utters  nothing;  but 
the  l^ame  of  God,    Which  very  Thing 

inereafeth 
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increafeth  my  Averfion  to  you  ;  becaufe 
'tis  perverting  the  Name  of  God  to  the 
blafphcming  of  God." — 

Origen  againft  Celfui   faith,    "  that  the    Edit. 
Word  Sabaotb  was  of  common  Ufe  in  //?- Spencer: 
chantfnents '"  where  you  have  a  great' deal ^' ^ 
more  Concerning  moonderfid  Cures  by  Sacred 
Names.  —  And   if  you  look  into  Wiilferi^^g,  ^f^ 
Theriaca  'Judaica^  you   will    have   enough 
of  magical  Miracles  and  Cures  performed, 
by  Virtue  of  Sacred  Names .^    among  the 
Cabbalifiic  Jews  j    particularly  by   the  In- 
communicable  Name^    yehovahy   a?id  Shem- 
Hamphorafch.''     And,  as  Couiit  Zinzendorf 
has   it  in   his    'Elegant  Moravian   Hymns y 
(Hymn.  59.) 

No  Angel  is  fo  bold  a7id  rafloy 
But  quakes  at  thy  Shemhamphoradi. 

Mierocles  attempts  to  defend  Apolloniiis^ 
as  delivering  Prophecies^  raifing  the  Deady 
and  working  other  Miracles ; —  not  by  In- 
chantments^  but  a  Divine  Operation.    "  In-Phiioft. 
chanters,  (whom  I  account  the  moft  mi^^^^^-  -^P* 
ferable  of  Men)  fome  of  them  by  tortur-^' ^"^"^^ 
ing  Spirits^  fome   by  barbarous  Sacrifices^ 
ox  hy  Char'ming  Verfes J  a?idUn^ions,  boaft, 
that    they    can    make    Fatality  change  its 
Purpofe.     But  Apolknius  followed  the  79^'- 
irees  of  Pate  in  his  PrediBionSj  and  pro- 
K  k  phefiedy 
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fhejiedj  not  as  a  Magician,  but  from  what 
the  Gods  had  revealed  to  him." 

Our  Friends  of   the    Papacy  boaft    of 
Thoufands  of  Ciires^    &c.    by   Means   of 
l^rayer,  in  Conjundtion  with  their  Adjii" 
rations  a7id  Conjurations.     Thyraus  hath  a 
Dsmon.  long  String  of  jfuch  Performances.     "  One 
Op  46   ^^^    refcued  about  fourteen  hundred  from 
the  Devil,  by  thefe  Means,  ^c''  [Which 
is  the   fame    Number   with  Mr.  JVeJley^s 
Patients  falling  into  Fits.     This  was  many 
Years  ago,  fo  that  the  Number  muft  be 
prodigioufly   increafed  by  this  Time.]  — 
Damon.   j^Q^ijiiis  writeth,   "  that  one  Barbara  Do- 
Cap.  5.    ^^^>    ( who   was  burned    for    JVitchcraft) 
confefied,  that  £he  had  unbewitched  feveral 
whom  flie  herfelf  had  bewitched,  and  cured 
them  by  applying  an  Inchanted  Dove  to 
their  Stomach,  uling  this  Form,  *  In  the 
Name  of  the  Holy  Trifiity,    St.  Anthony, 
and  St.    Michael^    may    you   be  cured  of 
this  Evil ;  and  let  Mafs  be  faid  for  nine 
Days.'     No  True  Catholic,  but  will  highly 
approve  oi  this  Method."  In  the  fame  Chap- 
ter  he  confirms,  (by  the  Authority  of  the 
Writer  of  Malleus  Malef.)  the  Story  of  the 
Indulgence  granted   to  the  Conjurer  by  P. 
Nicholas  V."     Nor  can  I  deem  the  ejia^ 
blified  Roman  Ritual,    De   Exorcizandis, 
any  low  Degree  of  Profanenefs ;    whereby 
every   cheating   Exorcijl    is    authorijed   to 
carry  on  his  horrible  Conjurations^  (I  ufe 

their 
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their  czcw  Word)  in  the  Name^  and  by 
the  peremptory  Commands  of  the  Holy  Tri^ 
nity ;  adding  the  Commands  of  their  Fic^ 
titious  Saints. 

I  am  not  here  charging  Mr.  Wejley 
with  the  Guilt  of  Magic.  But  what  I 
have  laid  on  this  Article  may,  I  think, 
ferve  for  a  Caution  againfi  Delufon ;  and 
may  fuffice  to  create  a  jufi  Sufpicion  of  Im^ 
pojiure^  or  at  leaft  of  Enthufafin-y  when 
Men  fet  up  with  more  than  ordinary  Safic- 
tified  Pretenfions ;  and  that  the  Undertak- 
ing of  miraculous  Perfortnances  by  the  mofi 
Sacred  Names,  is  not  always  to  be  de- 
pended on  ;  efpecially  where  the  Operator 
himfelf  is  a  Perfon  of  dubious  Character , 

Nor  need  we  be  much  concerned,  whe- 
ther his  Relations  of  his  many  miraculous 
CureSy  and  driving  out  Devils,  be  true  or 
falfe.      For  we  may  fafely  adhere  to  the 
Words  of  St.  Aujiin,  De  Unitate  Ecclefia. 
"  Tht  Donatijls    contend    for    Truth  onTraft.  in 
their  Side,    becaufe   Pontius  a?id  Donatus^^^- ''  * 
did  fuch  and  fuch  Wonders-^  or  they^r^^', 
and  are  heard  -y  or,  this  and  thdt  extraor-£j.^j.|gf"£^ 
dinary  Thing  happeneth  among   iis  ^    or,  Plant, 
that   Brother y   or  that  Sifter  of  ours  had?*  '54* 
fuch  a.  Vijioriy  or  fuch  a  Dreajn.     '  Remo^ 
veantur,    fays  he,  Away  with  thofe  Fig- 
ments of  Lying  Men,  or  Portents  of  De- 
luding Spirits.     For,  either  what  they  fay 
is  not  true ;  or  if  fome  Miracles  are  realty 
-  j,  j  K  k  2  done 


(    252    ) 

done  by  Heretics,  we  ought  to  be  the 
more  upon  our  Guard.     Becaufe  our  Lord 

Matth.  hath  faid,  '  There  ihall  arife  Falfe  Pro-^ 
''^'^*  ''^'  phets,  and  they  (hall  fliew  great  Signs  and 

}  Tim.  Wonders,  &c.'      And  St.   Paid,    '  In  the 

latter  Times   fome  ihall  depart   from   the 

Faith,  giving  heed  to  feduci?jg  Spirits,  a?jd 

DoBrines  of  Devils ;  fpeaking  luies  in  .Hy-* 

pocrijy,  &c.'     And,  ^ "      , 

'4,--,   -p(       . 
Multi  Deo  ira^b  ^.^dudiuntiir," 

The  moft  fpeclous  Appearances  of  Sanc- 
tity and  Godlinefs  need  notflagger  us ;  be- 
caufe the  Iv^an  of  Sin  was  to  come  under 
^  twofold  Char aBer^^^oi  Z  Hypocrite i  and 
z  Miracle-monger.  '.    h,>  ;         '     ■• 

I  mentioned  Hymns,:  as  having  particu- 
larly an   Efifed:   in    the  Methodifis  ftrange 
JDiforders  ;    whether  J^ifiempers, '  oi;  Fof- 
fefjions.       When    that,  defpairing   Creature 
i,  J»urn.  was  horribly  raving,  "  We  began,  fays  Mr. 
Wefkyy  ; —  Arm   of  the  Lord,    awake,    a- 
vyak^y.!    She  immediately   funk    down   as 
afeep.     But  as  fobn  as  we  left  off,  broke 
:':'  ^     out  ■  again    with    inexprefjible    Vehemence^ 
'  .jftcHA"^^  ^s  far  as  I  can  obferve,    it  is  their 
.fj-;  .-jpfual    Method,    to  fet  up   a  general  loud 
Singing;  in   thefe  Gafes ;  for  which  there 
may  be  feveral   Reafons,     For   Mufic  and 
l\^oife[..hiive    a    natural    EflTed:,    both    to 
f<7ffy^:.j:h,ofe  who  lie  quiet,  and  io  ftill  \\\o(q 
.^i^  i^re   obfrepercus^-    In    another    fuch 
\.\.  -    ■■  -^  Cafe, 
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Cafe,  "  The  Company  not  ovXyfings,  but 
even  in  Prayer^  I  fpoke  as  loud,  fays  Mr. 
Wefley^  as  I  ufually  do  to  three  or  four 
thoiijand  People.''  If  fomething  extraor- 
dinary was  not  expedled  from  Noife,  what 
Occalion  of  bein^  fo  'oery  loud?  Verfe  and 
Song  have  always  been  efteemed  moft 
powerful;  and  thence  the  very  Word, 
Charm^  is  but  the  Englijh  of  Carmen^  a 
Verfe, —  ' " ' 

Carmine  Dii  Superi  placantur.  Carmine  manes. 

The   Reafons  given   by  Authors,  why  the  P^'^^^''*^^- 
€incicnt   Oracles    were  delivered  in   Verfd  „  .*  - ' 

J  p.  ^OJ. 

and  not  in  Profe,  is  becaufe  Verfe  is  more  De  Pyth. 
pompous  and  fonorous ;  and  likewife,  to  ere-  ^^^^^'* 
ate  a  Notion  of  Infpiration  from  Apollo : 
The  fitteft  to  raife  a  reverential  Horror  in 
the  Mind,  or  to  wrap  up   an  Ambiguity. 
The   Perfons,    fays   Plutarch,    who   have 
brought  the  greateft  Difgrace  upon  Poetry, 
are  that  execrable,  thievijh  Set  of  Circmji- 
foraneous  Stroller s^  the  Priejis  of  Cybele  and 
Iris  ;  fome  of  whom  from  their  ''cwn  Co?n- 
pofitions,  or  by  Lots  from  certain  Writings, 
deliver  out  Oracles  to  Serv'd.)\ts''and  IVomen^ 
who   are   moft   taken    with    Verfe.     "  For 
which  Reafon  principally,  Poetry  making 
her{t\f  a  Prof  itute  to  Cheats,  Co?/Jurers,  and 
Falfe  Prophets,  was  driven  from  the  T^rlptd 
Hf^truthr  -    ^' 

As 
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As  to  other  Evils,  of  a  different  Nature .^ 
among  the  Methodijls^  fuch  as  their  falfe 
and  prefumptuous  Imaginations  of  Ajjitrance^ 
owned  by  Mr.  Whitejield -,  and  the  flrange 
*  Wiles  of  Sat  an  y  as  well  as  mere  ej7ipty 
Dreams  of  a  heated  Imagination  ;"  —  for 
thefe  no  doubt  but  Mr.  Wefiey  can  find  a 

^^"  '  Cure,  The  fewi/Jj  Talmud  fays,  **  there 
is  a  twofold  Inchantment  j  the  great ery 
which  draweth  huge  Dragons -y  the  lejjer^ 

Pag-  3-7-  which  influenceth  little  Reptiles.  Accord- 
ingly Mejjingham  tells  us,  in  the  Lives  of 
the  Iriflj  Saints^  that  St.  Magnus  by  his 
Prayers  expelled  the  Devils  out  of  a 
large  Number  of  IVorms,  that  infefled  lii« 
Cell.  Nor  fliould  we  think  it  below  Mr. 
Wejley^  Dignity,  or  Power,  to  exorcife  his 
Maggots. 

Mr.  Wcfley,  I  own,  feems  to  be  inde- 
fatigable j  and  takes  a  great  deal  of  Pains  in 
effedting  his  feveral  Cures  and  Expulfions. 
Popijh  Exorcifs  too  wiir  forpetimes  grie- 
voufly  y^f^/' and  turmoil;  efpecially  when 
they  are  contending  with  a  very  potent  and 
objiinate  Devil.  But  frequently  their  Mi-^ 
racks  are  of  eafer  Operation:)  A  Scrap  of 
St,  Ignatius' %  Hand-writing  y  ?i  Draught  of 
Watery  in  which  St.  Fran4s\\^^(^  'Wafh^d 
his  Hands y  or  a.  Bit  of  IIay,fyqm,  the;Bunf 
dle  which  his  Afs  'hath  beefiifnumbling'^i 
the  Parings  of  this  Sai7if's  Nails^  or  \^ 
Straps;  from  the  Bed  of  another  3    a  Ktfs 

of 
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cf  St .  Tho?r,as -a- Beckct ' s  oU  Breeches  j 
which  the  Virghi  Mary  came  down,  and 
helped  him  to  fnend :  —  Any  of  thefe,  and 
a  thoufand  others  equally  eajy^  will  effectu- 
ally do  the  Feat.  b.Jt  which  of  the  Me- 
thods is  moft  meritorious^  may  be  a  Point 
of  arduous  DifcuJJion, 

§.  47.  We  are  not,  however,  to  con- 
ceive, that  a  Cure  of  fuch  dreadful  Dif- 
orderSy  and  diabolical  PoJef/ionSy  is  the  fole 
Benefit y  which  the  Methodijls  obtain  by 
their  Sufferings.  Divers  other  good  Effe^s 
follow.  For  Inftance,  'Judicial  Punijhments 
of  the  miraculous  Kind,  for  People's  Oppo- 
fition  to  Methodifm :  (For  I  am  not  allow- 
ed to  fay  fo  particularly y  "  for  oppofing 
7?2e,  John  Wefiey^')  and  in  order  to  bring 
them  iiito  Methodifm  j  in  which  Cafe  the 
Punifliment  fliall  be  releafed.  I  know  he 
will  equivocate  and  prevaricate^  where  the 
Words  Judgment  or  Miracle  are  not  ex- 
prefsly  mentioned.  But  the  Narration 
will  lliew  itfelf 

What  doth  he  think  of  J—-n  H-^n, 
the  Weaver  ?   "  He  was  a  zealous  Church- ^^  joum. 
many  and   againfl:   all  DiJJ'entcrs ;   faid   thep  4+i 
Fits    of   the    Methodifis  were   Deluficns  cf 
the  Devil.     But  prefently  he  falls  ravifig 
mady  —  fcreams  terribly,  and  beats  himfelf 
againft   the  Ground:  —  then  cries  aloud, 
*  Let  them  all  come  ^  let  ivll   the  World 

fee 
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£ct  ih^,  jtijl  Judgmefit  of  God 'y'  then  fixing 
his  Eyes  upon  raCy  *  Ay,  this  is  he,  who, 
1  faid,  was  a  Deceiver.'  He  then  roared 
out,  '  O  !  thou  Curfed  Devil  I  yea,  thou 
Legion  of  Devils  /  Thou  canft  not  flay. 
Chriji  will  caft  thee  out.'  He  then  beats 
himfelf  agalnft  the  Ground  again  ;  —  his 
Breaft  heaving,  as  in  the  Agonies  of  Death. 
We  all  betook  ourfelves  to  Prayer.  His 
Fangs  ceafed,  and  both  Body  and  Soul  were 
fet  at  Liberty.'* 

Here  we  have  a  grievous  Punifliment ; 
a  Legion  of  Devils  entering  into  the  Man 
for  his  Oppofition  to  Mr.  Wejley  and  Com- 
fa?iy  j —  this  confefTed  to  be  a  jiiji  fudg- 
ment :  —  but  he  becomes  a  Profelyte,  and 
all  is  well.  And  one  necelTary  Form  of 
Taylor.  Exorci/m  IS ^  "  Cunningly  to  get  out  of  the 
Polemic.  2)^^//  j-j^e  Confefion  of  fome  peculiar  Doc^ 
trinCy  or  fome  new  Saint ^  for  the  Edifica- 
tion of  the  By-ftanders.  In  this  Cafe  the 
Father  of  Lies  is  always  fuppofed  to  fpeak 
the  Truth.  —  He  is  commanded  too  to 
knock  his  Head  three  Times  againft  the 
Ground,  /;/  Adoration  of  the  Trinity.  »— 
If  he  will  not  yet  depart,  the  Exorcift  is  to 
prav,  and  fpeak  louder." 

Much  the  fame  End  has  the  Judgment 

3  Journ.  upon  the  *'  ^iaker  j  who  was   biting  his 

P-  43-      Lips,  and  knitting  his  Brows,  at  the  DiJJi- 

7nulation  of  thefe  Creatures  j  but  fuddenly 

he  dropped  don,vn  as  thunderjiruck,  —  in  an 

Agony 
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uAgony  Urrible  to  behold.  We  befought 
God  not  to  lay  Folly  to  his  Charge.  And 
he  foon  lifted  up  his  Head,  and  cried  a- 
loud,  *  Now  I  know  thou  art  a  Prophet  of 
the  Lord,"'  'Tis  but  getting  a  //  Too/ for 
the  Work  3  and  then  terrible  is  the  Judg- 
7nent  jor  oppojlng  ;  but  inftantly  Mr.  JVeJley 
is  a  Prophet  of  the  Lord^  and  the  Man  is 
fet  Jree. 

The  Inftances  of  the  Daughter,  and 
her  Mother^  have  the  like  IJJiie,  "  The^  jo.jj„^ 
Girl  feeling  in  herfelf  fuch  a  Convidlion,p.  5»- 
[/.  e.  fenfible  that  one  of  the  dreadful  Fits 
was  coming  upon  her,]  ran  out  of  the  6'o- 
ciety  in  all  Hafte,  that  Jhe  might  not  expofe 
herfelf.  But  the  Hand  of  God  followed 
her ;  fo  that  after  going  a  few  Steps,  fhe 
was  forced  to  be  carried  home,  and  there 
grew  worfe  and  worfe,  in  a  violent  Agony.'* 
—  "  The  firft  that  was  deeply  touched  ib^^ 
was  L —  W — ;  whofe  Mother  had  not  p.  6+. 
been  a  little  vlifpleafed,  when  fhe  was  told, 
how  her  Daughter  had  expofed  herfelf  he- 
fore  all  the  Congregation.  The  Mother  her- 
felf was  the  next  who  dropped  down^  and 
loji  her  Senfes  in  a  Moment ;  but  went 
Home  with  her  Daughter  full  of  Joy.'* 
So  ijicked  a  Thing  is  it  to  be  offended  at 
the  ftrange  Fits  of  Methodifm ;  and  fo 
fruitlefs  the  Attempt  to  fy  from  it.  Bu| 
if  we  remember  Mr.  Wcfley^  ftrong  Ar- 
guings,  that  'tis  Satan  who  flrikes  them 
L  1  down. 


_(  258  ) 

down,  and  deprives  them  of  their  Senfes ; 
we  may  learn  how  much  he  is  the  Me- 
thodiJY^  Friend^  as  not  permitting  any  to 
run  away. 

Thus  in  Popery,  the  Devil  frequently 

{lands   their    Friend,    by    confirming    the 

Truth  of  their  DoBrine  and  Saiftt/hip,  and 

tormenting  fuch  as  begin  to  fufpeSl  them, 

Whart.    or  meditate  a  Flight.     "  When   a  certain 

Angi.Sac.  _^^^^  jjj^  not  pav  due  Honour  and  Reve- 

p.  207 .  • 

2d.  Vol.  rence  to  St.  Ofwald,  a  Legion  of  thefe  black 
Spirits  feize  him,  tear  him,  throw  him 
down,  &c.  asking  him,  What  Madnefs 
poffefTed  them  to  defpife  fo  great  a  Prie/lJ* 

Myfter.  —  ^^^  of  St.  Ig72atius's  Society  beginning 
Jefuit.  to  JluBuate,  and  form  a  Defign  of  defer  ting 
^'  "^  *  the  Society ;  the  Devil  met  him  in  the 
Shape  of  a  Man  of  a  terrible  Afpedl,  and 
with  a  drawn  Sword  frightened  him  back 
again  to  the  Saifit ;  who  rebuked  him, 
faying,  Are  you  fo  wavering  ?   O  thou  of 

Ribaden.   little  Faith,  why  didft  thou  doubt  ? —  "  It 

P  595-  happened  to  St.  Anthony,  that  a  certain 
Novice  oj  the  Order  ran  away,  and  ftole 
his  Pfalter.  But  the  Devil  met  him  with 
a  naked  Sword  in  his  Hand,  and  threaten- 
ed to  kill  him,  if  he  returned  not  back  to 
the  Convent,  and  reftored  Friar  Anthony*s 
Book.  The'  Novice,  affrighted  with  his 
ftern  Look,  returned  to  the  Convent,  re- 
ftored  the  Book,  and  begged  to  be  admit- 
ted again  into  his  Order." 

To 
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To  the  fame  Purpofe,   and  by  the  fame 
Bivil  Spirit y  were  the   Laughing  Fits  ju- 
dicioufly  inflidecl   on    fome,  "  who   fdid,4  joum. 
the  Methodifts  might  help  it^  if  theywoidd.^-^^- 
But  God fuffercd  ^atan  to  teach  them  better.    ' 
For  they  were  feized  in  the  fame  manner 
as   the  reft,  and   thus  continued  for  two 
Days,  a   SpeBacle  to  ^//." —Here  plainly 
Satan  doth  the  Work,  'tis  his  good  Plea- 
fure  to  teach  them  better,  for  the  Intereji  of 
Methodifm.      God   barely   fuffers,    or  per- 
mits  It  i  as  he  doth  other  Evils. 

In  one  Paragraph  we  have  no  lefs  than 
three  ^Judgments  on  Perfons,  who  came  to 
dijiurb  the  Meihodiji  Meeting-houfe.  "  One 
of  the  Chief  hanged  himfelf.  A  fecond 
had  been  for  fome  Days  in  firong  Pain. 
A  Third  confeffed  to  Mr.  Wejley,  that  he 
was  hired,  and  made  drunk  on  Purpofe, 
but  when  he  came  to  the  Door,  he  could 
not  Jiir,  nor  open  his  Mouth.''  —  The  Man 
might  be  almoft  dead  drunky  without  fup- 
pofing  a  Miracle  or  judgment.  But  if  it 
muft  be  fuch  ;  we  have  a  Pagan  Parallel, 
(  for  Popijh  are  innumerable  )  concerning 
*'  a  Temple  of  that  Purity  and  Majejiy,  ^JDiodor. 
immediately  to  cure  Dijlempers  of  the  7r/*'^-'icui. 
Votaries-,  but  Dcfpijers,  coming  thither, p'2y[* 
lofe  their  Voice,  and  become  as  it  were 
dead:' 

The  laft  Judicial  Miracle  I  fliall  men- 
tion, (for  there  are  many  more)  was  upon 
L  1   2  a  Man 
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a  Man  for  heating  his  Wife,  who,  it  feems, 
4  journ.  was  a  Methodiji,     "  I  vifited  one   whom 
P-  97-      God  is  purifying  in  the  Fire,  in  Anfwer  to 
the   Prayers  of  his   Wife^  whom   he  was 
jufc  going  to   beat,   (which   he   frequently 
did)  When  God  jmote  him  in  a  Moment,  fo 
that  his  Hand  dropped,  and  he  fell   down 
upon  the  Ground,  having  no  more  Strength 
.    than   a   new-born   Child.      He   has  been 
confined  to  his  Bed  ever    fince ;    but  re- 
joices in    Hope."  —  In  which    Cafe   Mr. 
Anfvv.  to  IVejley  asks,  '  Have  you  known  a  parallel 
p.\"l'^'    ^^^  ii^  your  Life  ?"— Probably  not.  Thefe 
Cafes  are  not  fo  common  among  TJs  Tro- 
teflants.      The   Pap. dins  deny,    that    God 
ever  enableth  fuch  Heretics  to  work  a  Mir- 
rack.      But  among   ihetn    judgments  fall, 
thick  as  Hail,  upon  the  Violators  of  their 
dear  Perfons.     Such  was  the  Protedtion   of 
Meffing.    St.   Patrick',    "  When  a  Man   of  a  Gi- 
?■  *^'      gantic  Stature   brandifhed    his    Sword    to 
kill  him  for  attempting  to  make  Converts 
in  Ireland,  immediately  all  his  Strength  wi- 
thered away -,  his  whole  Body  inxntd  Jliff', 
and  he  could  neither  move  Foot,  nor  Hand 
tojlrike.     The  Man  experiencing  this  Ju- 
dicial Sign   upon    himfelf,    was   inflantly 
changed  into  another  Man.     And  both  Soul 
and  Body  were  Jet  free." 

This  may  be  fomething  of  a  Parallel 

with   Mr.  Wefey's  Cafe,    and   of  as  good 

'  Authority.      And  hence  he  may  imagine 

himfelf 
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himfelf  rifing  into  an  Authority  like  what 
"  Maimbiirg  relates  of  one  ^ohn^  a  Mir  a-    '^^^^ 
cle-JVorker,  who  made  even    'Emperors  tovoLii.' 
ftand  in  Awe  of  him,   as  a  Perfon    whop.  743* 
had  the  Scourges  of  God  in  his  Power,  to 
whom  Miracles  were  but  playy    and  even 
nothing^     The   Man,  no  doubt  deferved 
fuch  a  Scourge,  for  beating  his  Wife,  who 
was  a  Methodiji.     But  had  he  beat  her  for 
cppofwg  Methodifm  j  —  the  Cafe  is  altered, 
quoth    Plowden.      The    Husband's    Right 
might  then  have  been  pleaded  for   exer- 
cifmg   a  little  Difcipli?ie  over  a  difobedient 
Wife.      For   Mr.  Weflcf^  illu?m?iated  Ac- 
quaintance, Miftrefs  Bourignon,  hath  decided 
the  Point,  in  her    *  Light  rijen  in  Dark- 
nefs.     "  It  is  great  Malice  in  her  to  think  Part  IV. 
to  oblige  her  Husband  not  to  adhere  any  ^'^"^  ^3* 
longer  unto  my  Sentiments,  —  concerning 
Perfedion,  whereof  her  Husband  has  had 
Experience, — She  hath  [worn  to  be  faithful 
to  her  Husband  till  Death.  —  One,    who 
loves  the  Juftice,  Goodnefs  and  Truth  of 
God,  thunders   and  lightens,    when  Injus- 
tice, Malice,  or  Lying,  are  oppofed  to  the 
Senfc  that  he  bears  within  his  Soul  ;  and 
he  muft  fliew  his  Difpleafure,    though  it 
were  with  fharp   and  rude  Language,  or 
quarrelling  and  fighting,  if  Need  requires." 

§.  48.   But  other  Benefits  are  beflowed 
ppon  true  Methodifts,   after  tliey  have  un- 
derwent 
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derwent  their  Paitis  a?td  Agonies.  And 
certainly  they  deferve  a  very  ample  Recom- 
fejife  for  fuffering  thofe  exquijite  Tortures, 
in  which  Mr.  Wejley  fo  exceedingly  tri- 
umphs.    For, 

Horat.        Audax  "Japeti  genus 

Ignem  fraude  mala  gent  thus  infulit. 
Poji  ignem  Mtherid  domo 

SubduBujn,  macies  et  novafebrium 
Terris  incubuit  cohors. 

Which  Bit  of  Latin  may  be  explained 
by  the  Story  of  Pandora's  Box  ;  which 
I  learned,  when  a  School-Boy,  from  He^ 
Oper.  &  jIq4^  tt  After  Mortals  had  found  out  a 
Verf.  60.  Way  to  Jleal  Fire  from  Heaven,  Jupiter 
ordered  Vidcan  to  form  a  Beautiful  Woman, 
who  fhould  be  adorned  with  the  Gifts  and 
Graces  oj  all  the  Gods,  and  thence  called 
Pandora,  Mercury's,  Contribution  was. 
Impudence ,  Subtlety ,  Lying  ,  Wheedling , 
Tricking,  and  Deceit.  And  fhe  was  fent 
down  among  Men,  as  a  PuniJJoment  on 
fuch  as  were  fond  of  new  Inventions.  For 
this  Purpofe  fhe  brought  down  a  Box,  for 
a  Prefent  to  Epimetheiis^  [i.  e.  One  that  is 
ivife,  when  'tis  too  late,]  who  fell  in  Love 
with  this  my/iical  Lady,  and  married  her  j 
(though  afterwards,  for  fome  mifchievous 
Pranks,  Jupiter  transformed  him  into  an 
Ape.)    But,    unhappily,    the  Lid  of  the 

Box 
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Box  was  no  fooner  opened  by  Epimetheus, 
but  out  flew  a  Troop  of  all  Manner  of 
Difeafes  a?jd  Calamities.  Hope  only  was 
left  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Box."  Now  fup- 
pofing  the  Methodifi's  Pretences  to  Infpira* 
tion  to  be  reprefented  by  jlealing  Fire  from 
Heaven ;  and  the  opening  of  the  Box  by 
Mr.  Wejley's  Mouthy  which^  like  a  pejii- 
lential  Blajl,  Jlrikes  fo  many  to  the  Groimd ; 
—  yet  fome  furer  Comfort  than  mere  Hope 
is  to  be  found  at  the  Bottom, 

This   the  Methodijls  may  have   proved 
already,  (if  all  Should  happen  to  prove  any 
thing  but  a  Mijlake)  by  their  being  thiin- 
derjlruck  into  Faith^  Converfion,  and  Jujii- 
ficationi^    their  Certificates   of  free  Pardon 
tinder  the  Seal  of  God\  (unlefs  the  Seal  was 
counterfeited^  and  of  their  own  putting  :) — 
Their  Affiirances  both  of  prcfent  and  future 
Salvation^  (unlefs,  as  Mr.  Whitefield  fpeaks, 
*'  thofe,  who  had  them  not^  only  thought 
they  had  them:") — The  Gifts  of  Prophe- 
cies^   feeing  Things   at    a    Difiance,    and 
knowing   the   Secrets   of  the  Hearty    &c. 
(unlefs   there   be   fomething   diabolical   in 
this:) — The  receiving  oi  Grace,  and  the 
Entrance  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  the  very  M?- 
7nent  they  are  ftmck  down,   God  entering 
into  their  Souls ;  (unlefs  we  give  no  Credit 
to  Mr.  Whitefield,  after  he  hath  confefjed 
that  he  hath  impofed  upon  the  World  by 
fo  many  L/;?/r«//^;.)-— Suppofing  thefe  mag- 
nificent 
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nlficent  Benefits  to  ftand  upon  a  fure  Foiin-^ 
dation ;  fufficient  Aniefids,  1  hope,  is  here- 
by made  for  their  Suffer i figs  and  tortures. 
Nor  are  they  without  Precedents  on  their 
Side. 

And    accordingly    Dr.   Wier    obferves, 
Prsfti^.    that   "  the    Ntms,    whom    he    attended, 
p-  59''>    puniflied    by    the   Devil   with    incredible 
^^  *       Torments  J  declared  they  would  not  be  with- 
out thefe  Calamities  on  any  Account,  be- 
caufe   they   produced    the  peculiar  Grace 
and  Illumination  of  God. —  Another  falls  a 
Singing  in   her  Agonies,    becaufe  floe  did 
not  in  the  leaft  hefitate  as  to   her  eternal 
Salvation'^ 
Cafaub.         The  Alumbrado's  in  Spain  taught,  *'  that 
p"i74     certain   Ardors,    or  Burnijigs,  Tremblings ^ 
and  ^takings,  were  a  fufficient  Token  of 
Grace ;    and  that  thofe  who  could  attain 
them   needed    nothing   elfe.      That    they 
might  y^^  God  vilibly,    in   their   Ecjiacies, 
&c." 

As  to  Mr.  Wejley\  rejoicing  at  the  Suf- 
ferings of  his  Followers ;  Alex,  ab  Alexan- 
Genial.    dro  tells  US,    **  that  it  was    the   Cuftom 
l'"'^     of  divers  Nations   to    appeafe   their   Gods 
Cap.  26.  with   Human  Sacrifices,  and   the  Blood  of 
their  Captives ;  imagining,  that  the  Deity 
was  then  efpecially  propitiated,  when  they 
butchered  their  Fellow  Creatures  ;  and  drew 
Divination  and  Prophecy  out  of  the  Tor- 
tures  of  Mankind." 

Strabo, 
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Strabo,  (Book  XI.)  gives  this  Account  Edit. 
of  the  Religious  Albaiii.     "  Many  of  them  p  -53. 
are     quite     Enfhujiajis     and     Prophefters. 
When  a  Perfon  is  thus  poffeffed  in  a  high 
Degree  j  the  chief  Prieji  offers  him  up  a 
Sacrifice  to   the  Goddefs^    in   this   Manner. 
Being  exceedingly  expert  in   the  Bufinefs, 
he  ftrikes  the  Man  with  a  Spear  through 
the  Side  into  the  Heart.     From  the  Bodyy 
when  fallen y  they  gather  certain   Signs  of 
T)ivi?jation ;    which  they   publijh    to   the 
People.     The  Body  is   afterwards  trampled 
upon   by  way  of  Lujlration''     And   Ta^ 
cltiis  fays,  *'  The  Druids  in  Britain  ufed  Annal. 
to  conjult  their  Gods,  by  looking  into  the  h^^'  [^' 
Entrails  of  their  Captives." 

One  pretty  extraordinary  Advantage   of 
the   Mcthodijl's   Aliferies^  fomething  diffe- 
rent indeed  from  the    former,  is  the  Be^ 
7iefit  of  lofing  God's   Grace.      For   befides 
that   Spiritual  Defertions^  T)efpairings  and 
Infidelities^    are  fo  frequent,    and  feem  to 
be   a   necejjary   Part    in   the  Progrefs    of 
Methodifm ;    if   themfelves    may   be    cre- 
dited :  —  Mr.  Whitefeld  aflureth  us,   that 
"  Mr.   Tcnnant  preached   excellently    wellyi  Jo'^^'n. 
upon  the  ISlecefiity  and  Benefits  of  Spiritual^'   *' 
Defer tions.'*      The  Benefits  of  being  for- 
faken  of  God  is  to  me  a  vtry  firange  Doc- 
trine :  And  yet  a  much  more  flra?7ge  one, 
.that  God   is  cotnpelled,    and   laid   under  a 
Necefiity  to    withdraw  his   Grace,      Thus. 
M  m  one 
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one  nvlld  Enthufiajlic  teacher  ventures  to 
preach,  and  another  praifeib  his  SaytJig, 
And  in  the  next  Edition  of  the  "  Benefits 
and  Necejjity  cf  Alterations  in  the  Liturgy,'* 
according  to  this  DoBrinCy  a  new  Prayer 
{hould  be  inferted,  "  that  God  would  be 
pleafed  to  withdraw  his  Spiritual  Comforts' 
and  Grace-,''  or  at  leaft  this  Amendment 
offered,  ''  wherever  in  the  Common  Prayer 
the  Words  occur,  *  Take  not  thy  Holy 
Spirit  from  us,  the  Word  jiot  fhould  be 
left  out. 

But  'tis  to  be  hoped  fome  better  Effe5is 

follow.     For,  it  feems,  through  fuch  pain^ 

'fid  Ltiftrations   and  purgative  Fires,    our 

Methodifis   arrive   at  PerfeBion,  Vifwns   of 

God  and  Angels^  Ingiilphnents  into  the  Deity, 

Union  with  God,  yea,  and  being  God.     That 

Mr.  Weflcy  muft  mean  fuch  a  Perfediion  as 

implieth   ahfoliite  Freedom  from   Sin,    and 

inward  Corruption,  fuch  as  was  in  Chrifi, 

appears  by  his  earneft   Difpute   with  the 

Moravians,  and  contending,    that,   in  this 

ilefpc5f,  *  the  Servant  ?nay  be  as  his  Mafter.* 

Wefley   Hence,    faith   "  the   Woman    in   a  high 

4  jouin.  1?^.^^^.^  I   ajn   very   ill,   —  but  I  am  very 

^'      well:  —  For  I  am  united  to  Jefus.  —  My 

Beloved  hath  clean  fed  me  from  all  Sin : 

—  I  am  wafhed,  I  am  cleanfed.  —  The 

lEnemy  may  come ;   but  he  hath  no  Part  in 

Ibid.    ;;?^,"  P— Hence,  (2iys  2l  Moravian,   "  I   am 

^'  "^^^      as  clofely  united  to  Chrifl^  as  my  Arm  is 

to 


(  267  ) 

to  my  Body." — Hence,  in  the  Account  of 
the  two  Hitchefis's,  after  their  Horrors, 
Roarings,  InfideHties,  Defpairs,  &c.  one 
of  them  "  fees  Thoiifands^  and  ten  Thou- 
fands  of  Angels^  and  fejm  Chri/i  himfelf ; 
—  /  am  fanSliJied^  J  a?n  whiter  than  Sncz^ 
.—Why,  1  am  all  God.'' —  The  other  Bro- 
ther,  in  a  malignant  Fever ^  fays,  "  I  fee 
the  Gates  oj  Heaven  ftand  open,  and 
'Jefus  with  open  Arms  to  receive  me;  — 
Open  the  Heavens^  O  my  God^  and  come 
down  into  my  Soul.  Come  Father^  Son^ 
and  Holy  Ghoji,  and  plunge  me  itjto  God, 
&c." 

Thus  are  they  deijtedy  Hke  Hercules, 
who  by  putting  on  a  poifoned  Garment  was 
drove  into  Madnefs,  erected  a  Funeral  Fire 
for  himfelf,  threw  himfelf  into  the  Flames, 
and  thence  was  ranked  among  the  Z)/- 
vinities.     Of  him  Seneca  faith, 

Sollicita  tajiti  pretia  natales  hahent, 
Semperqiie  magno  conjlitit,  nafci  Deum, 

"  Alexander  the  Great  muft  needs  con-  Luclan, 
fecrate  his  favourite  Hephcjlion  \  and  ered:  f;^^"^" 
Altof^s  to  him  as  a  God.     Some  Flatterers  ^^  *''' 
teftified,  that  Hephefiion  appeared  to  them, 
cured^DifeafeSj  and  deHvered  Oracles.  Alex- 
ander  was  wonderfully   pleafed,    as  being 
not   only   the  Son  of  a   God  himfelf,   but 
able  to   make  Gods''     Such   may   be  the 
Boaftings  of  a  Methodijl  Teacher. 

Mm  2  Of  ' 
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Of  this  Nature  was  the  Dodrind  of  the 
later  Platonifts,  fome  of  the  fubtleft  Ene- 
mies that  Chrifiianity  ever  had.  They 
Jamblic.  taught,  ''  that  by  certain  Purgations  Men 
Sea.  3.  ^^y  exchange  Humanity  for  Divinity  ;  — 
C.  6, 7, 8, may  y^^  the  5/j/nV  delcending  and  infinu- 
^'  ating  itfelf;    may  fee  a  Light  like  Fire,  at 

the   Coming   or   Departure    of   the   God, 
This  IlluminatiGn    it  is,   which  banifheth 
all  human  Motion,  Operation^   and  Senfes ; 
and   makes    Men  fpeak   in   a  fcnfelefs  and 
raving  Manner.''     And,  in  the  Words  of 
P.  79.    Brocklesby,  "  The  Soul  becometh  her  own 
Hemfety,  or  11721  ty ;    and   being  thus  one, 
like  the  Firjl  Vnity,  fhe  gaineth  the  Sight 
of  the  Firft   Unity  3    and   is  united  there- 
with,   conjoining  as   it  were  Centre  with 
Centre ;  and  being   one  with  God  is  God, 
iliith  Flotinus.    En.  6.  L.  9.  C.  8,  9,  10." 
If  we  come  to  the  Heretics  in  the  Pri^ 
Lib.  II.  mitive  Church,  Irenceus  fays,  "  They  talk 
C''P-57-  much   of  PerfeBion-,  —  Glory  of  having 
Chriji  for  their  Mafter,  —  and   that  they 
have  the  fame  Souls,   by  Circulation,   with 
ycfus,  are  like  him,   and  fometimes  even 
better'' 

More  of  thefe  WildneiTes  might  be  pro- 
duced from  the  Ancient  Heretics :    but   I 
pafs  to  the  like  Fanatical  Rants  among  the 
Papijis.      M.    Cafaubon    affords    fuch    an 
Emhuf.   Ini^ance   in    "  Sifter  Catharine    cf  Jefus -, 
^'  *  ''    who  ufed  to  fall  into  Fits  of  Tremblings, 

cafting 
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cafting  herfelf  on  the  Gromidy  enjoying  the 
Frefence   of  God  'vifibly.      She   often  faw^ 
and    in    fonr.e    Degree  fuffcred^    through 
Frights,    the  Paim  of  Hell:    At    other 
Times  flic  verily  thought  herfelf  in  Heaven. 
Chriji  even  drew  her  Soul  into  his^  mark- 
ed  her   with  a  Marky  and  always  abode 
with  her.     Though  fhe  was  indeed  for  the 
moft  Part  deprived  of  her   TJnderflanding, 
And  this  Soul  of  Chrift  drew  her  into  an 
Operation  of  the  Holy  Trinity ^  &c."  —  St. 
Catharine  of  Sienna ^    (who   was   troubled 
with  fo   many  Dijlempers  and  Devils^  but 
could  expel  them   from   others)    received 
fuch  a  Bleffing.      "  For  one  Day   C^r//^  ^'baden. 
coming  to  her   opened  her  left  Side,  and   ^" 
took  out  her  Heart,  and  carried  it  away. 
But  a  few  Days  afterwards  he  brought  his 
own  ruddy  Heart,  and  put  it  into  her  left 
Sidcy    faying,    '    My   Daughter   Catherine ^ 
thou  haft  my  Heart  inflead  of  thy  own  j' 
and  then  he  clofed  up  her  Side  again.     And 
that  it  might  be  known,  that  this  was  not 
pure  Imagination,  there  remained  ever  after 
a  iSr^r /"«  her  Side." — Revenius,  Archbifljop 
of  Philippe,  writeth  concerning  ion\t  Nuns, 
(as  few  have  his  Book,  Bayle  may  be  con- 
fulted  in  the  Article  Revenius)  that  "  they 
take  a  Pride  in  pretending  to  wonderful 
Performances;  —  talk  of  nothing  lefs  than 
their   Union   with   God,    which    is  only  a 
Union  with  their  own  Spirit ^   if  not  with 

a  worfe. 
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a  worfe.  They  boaft  of  myflical  Tran- 
fubftantiations.  Concentrations  of  Heart, 
Annihilation,  —  Marriage  with  the  Deity, 
—  Spiritual  Intoxications ;  —  Super-eflen- 
tial  Unions,  the  Gulph  of  Annihilation  ; — 
an  abforbent  Enthujiafm ;  Oblivion  of  all 
Things,  inducing  an  Abyjjal  Identification 
with  God,  "Deific  Confrication  ;  Spiritual 
Impudence,  mifanthropical  Afpirations,  the 
Joys  of  Darknefs  and  obfcure  Night,  ^c. 
Thefe,  and  the  like  enormous  Words,  and 
this  unintelligible  Jargon,  is  frequently 
repeated  in  the  new  School  of  Piety,  by 
their  own  chofen  Mafiers,  and  curious  She- 
DifcipleSy  fo  as  to  be  felt  in  their  iJiward 
parts.''  —  Almoft  the  whole  of  ^ietifniy 
and  my/iic  Divinity,  confifteth  in  paffing 
through  Combats  with  Devils,  Purgations, 
Pains  like  Hell,  Drynefs  of  Soul,  Privations 
of  Grace,  Defpair  and  Damnation, — here- 
by they  attain  ^erfetiion,  transformation^ 
a  'Bt'm'gfv  all  owed  up  in  God,  perfonal  Dei' 
fication,  Jo  as  not  to  know  or  dijlinguifd  them- 
fehesjrom  God  himfelf''  This  Language 
may  ierve  as  a  Counterpart  to  Methodifm,  ef- 
pecially  when  a  little  tind:ured  with  Mo- 
ravianifm. 

Arrived  to  this  Degree  of  PerfeBion, 
they  fave  themfelves  a  deal  of  Trouble  as 
to  the"  Matter  of  good  Works,  which  the 
Mcthodi/ls  fo  egregioufly  undervalue,  and 
every  true  Moravian  fo  heartily  condemneth, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  latter,  according  to  their  oivn  Ruky 
may  eafily  and  certainly  be  in  a  fafe  Way 
to  Salvation,  for  "   the  only   Way  to  be  Weflejr 
faved  is  to  avoid  good  Works."     For  'tis+ -^^g^'"' 
the   Bufinefs  of  the  latter   to   fteal   away 
Mr,  Wefiefs  half-in(lrucled  Dijcipks,    and 
to  perfeB  what  he  had  begun,     Hinc  illce 
lachrynce. — Hence,  fays  he,  *'  I   went  to>  Journ. 
H —  T — r,  a  young  Man,  who  did  onceP-  ^^^  ^' 
ru7i  well,    but   now   fays,    '   he   faw  the 
Devi!    in    the   Corner   of   every   Church , 
and  in  the   Face  of  every  one  who  had 
been  there. —  And  if  you  go  to  Church  and 
Sitcramenty    you    will    be   damned.''     Into 
thefe   Spiritual  Wickcdnejjh  the  Methodijis 
have  ran  greedily  in  Crowds :   Not  a  little, 
I   fuppofe,    enlightened  by  their  admired 
Bou?'igfton ;  who  *'  thus  anfwers  the  Quef-  i^-^^ 
tion,  whether  the  PerfeB  and  Regenerated P^n  iii 
ought    to    ufe   the    Sacrament s^    or   not :  ^^""  ^' 
*  No.    For   he   that  is  truly    born    again 
polTefleth   all   the   Sacraments    in    himfelf\ 
and  needs  not  to  feek  them  out  of  himjelj^ 
He  is  returned  to  the   State  of  Innocence^ 
wherein   Adam  lived   before    his    Sin.  — ■•• 
The  Devil  has  invented  the  frequenting 
the  Sacraments.'*     And  fuch  a  FerfeSlio^ 
nijl  was  St,  Bridget,  whom  (in  the  very 
Words  oiKibadcncira)  *' Gi?*^  commanded 
to  go  to  Rome,  where,    by  Means  of  In- 
dulgences, as  by  a  JJjorter  Cut,   it  was  more 
eajy  to  get  to  Heaven'*      For  "  the  final 
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liliie  Is  the  main  Thing."     And  the  Me- 

thodifts   have   been  (o    well   tutor'd,    that 

5  journ.  after  all    their    Fanatical  Franks^    "  they 

P'  53-      are  as  fure  their   Sins  are  forgiven,    as  they 

can    be  of  the    Shining    of  the   Sun :  — 

they  are    as   fure  of  Heaven,    as   if   they 

were   already  there."      To   Heaven   they 

muft,    and   will  go  ?   And  what   lefs   can 

be  expecfled  than  taking  it  by  Violence,  after 

fach  prefumptuous  Demands  upon  God-,  as 

a  Teft  of  their  Humility  ?  Thus  infolently 

3  Journ.  humble    fpeaks  Mr.   Whitefield,    "  I  here 

^■:^l^^^- demand  thy  Aid." — What  fignifieth  being 

3  Journ.  a  Sinner?    "  Chrift  is  bound  to  pay  the 

P-  '8.      Debt."     And   Mr.  Wejlef^  Mother  claims 

5  Journ.  j^^^  Manfion  in  the  Skies."     And  yet,  one 

may  be  as  Jure,    as  they  can    be  to    the 

contrary,  that  "  God  be  merciful  to  me  a 

Sinner,'  would  become  the  very   bejl  of 

them,  when  they  are  leaving  this  World. 

If  fuch  Froofs  of  Salvation  may  be  de-* 

pended  on,  and  Heaven  to  be  thus  infured-. 

If  there  be  no  Mijiake  or  Delufion  in  the 

Cafe  J  and  their  own  Word  be  a  fuficient 

Security ;  —  I  fee  no  Reafon    why   other 

fimilar   Accounts   may  not   deferve   to    be 

credited. —  Let  the  Fagan  Magician,  Apol- 

Philoar.    loniiis,  ftand  forth.     "  When  he  entered  a 

oiear.      certain  Temple,  he  heard  a  Voice  of  fing- 

^'  ^    '    ing  in  thefe  Words,    *  Come,  come  up  into 

Miflio.    Heaven;  coined  —  Let  the  Indian  hamuli 

Evangel,  y^^  heard,  "  teaching  that  the  befl  of  them 
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pafs  into  Varadife  \  but  through  Rivers  of 
Fire,  Darhiefs^  Milk  and  Water. — Though 
fometimes    they   have    a  jnore   expeditious 
Way  'y  if  any  one  attends  once  or  twice  to 
fome  peculiar  DoSlrine  of  the  Prieji ;  or  if, 
before   his  Death,   he  thrice  take  hold  of 
a  Cow's  Tally  according  to  a  religious  Rite  y 
immediately  his  Sins  are  forgiven y  and  he 
is  carried  up  to  Heaven.''  —  Let  the  Faith 
of  the  Mohammedans  be  true ;     *'  among  Busbeq. 
whom  are  many  Vagabond  Pretenders  /o^'"?'    3- 
SajiBityy  counterfeiting  a  Stupidity.  Which 
Sort    of  Men    is    highly    valued    among 
them,  becaufe  Fools  and  Madmen,  as  Per- 
fons  undoubtedly  predeftinated  to  Salvatiotty 
are  accounted  Saints   even  in  this   Life,'" 
And  'tis  thought  an  effe6lual  Way,  if,  in-    sale's 
ftead  of  a  Shrowdy    a  Man  can  get  to  be  Koran, 
buried  in  their  Prophet's  Shirt." —  Let  us^"  ^ 
applaud  Don  ^lixot's  Maxim,    that  "  all 
Knight S'Erraj2t  go  diredly  to  Heaven." ^r^ 
Then  w^hat  St.  Findan  heard   out   of  St. 
Blafus's    Tomb    is    unqueftionably     true  ; 
*'  your  Seat  is  already  prepared  in  Heaven,  Mabil. 
and  your  Sins  are  forgiven." — Then  Sal-^^f'^^ 
vation  is  wrapped  up  in  d.  Monk  s  Cj/icw.p.  3^1. 
'Tis    but  dying  in    Sijnon   Stock's   Scapu- 
lary,  or  St.  Francis's  RopCy  and  all  is  fafe. 
Get  but  into  one  of  their  Orders,  or  their 
Cojf rater nities  j  and  the  Bulls  of  his  Ho^ 
linef  will  fecure  your  Salvation.     "  Make  Brev. 
but  a  few  Vifits  to  St.  Francis's  Chapel -y^^^^'^^^^- 
N  n  and  ^'S-  ^> 
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and  Chr'ifty  who  promifed  him  to  deny 
nothing  that  he  asked,  hath  efFedually 
forgiven  all  your  Sins  upon  Confeffion.'"  — 
Then  the  moft  naflyy  ridicuhiiSy  crack- 
brain'd,  nay  wicked  Saints,  Murtherers, 
^raytors  and  Rebels,  fuch  as  the  Saints, 
Francisy  Dominic,  Ignatius,  'Thomas- a- 
Becket,  Hildebrand,  Sec,  are,  without 
Doubt,  in  Heaven,  becaufe  canonized  by 
St.  Peter's  Vicar, 

I  particularly  mention  the  Jajl,  becaufe 
(to  fhevv  the   World  how   much   Popery 
is  mended)  no    longer    ago    than    Septem- 
ber  25,     1728,    this  Hildebrand    (Grego- 
ry VII.  one  of  the  moft  v/icked  of  Man- 
kind, and   moil  infamous  even   of  Popes) 
was  exalted  into  a  Saint  by  BenediB  XIII, 
and  in  a  Supplement  to  the  Rcmaji  Breviary, 
his   Fejiival  is  ordered   to  be  kept  by  all 
ChriftianSy  Wah.  2i  double  Office,  on  May  2^. 
The  Colled  is,  "  O  God,  the  Strength 
of  all  that  truil  in  thee,  who  haft  endued 
the  BleJJed  Gregory,  thy  Confejjor  and  Pope, 
*with  Virtue  and  Conftancy  to  defend  the 
Liberty  of  the  Church  ;  grant  to  us,  that 
by  his  Example  and  Inter cejjion,  we  may 
overcome   valiantly  all  that  oppofeth  us." 
And  to  point  out  in  what  Particular  his 
Zeal  is  to  be  imitated,  the  LeJJbns  for  the 
Day  tell  us.     "  No  Pope,  fince  the  Apo- 
y?/«?'s  Days,  did,    or  fuffered  more  for  the 
Church,  or  fought  more  defperately  for  it. 
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Againfl  the  impious  Attempts  of  the  Eni^ 
peror  Henry  (the  Fourth)  he  flood  an  in- 
trepid Champion,  and  deprived  him  of  the 
Communion  of  the  Faithful,  and  of  his  Do" 
minions  -,  and  abfohed  all  his  Siibje5ls  from 
their  AlleQ-iance. — While  he  was  celebrating 
Mafs,  a  Dove  was  feen  flying  down  fi-om 
Heaven,  and  fitting  with  expanded  Wings 
on  his  right  Shoulder,  as  a  Proof  that  he 
was  guided  by  the  Infpiration  of  the  Holy 
Ghofi. —  At  length  this  true  Saint  went  to 
Heaven,  &c."  —  "  By  Order  of  our  mofl 
Holy  Father  BenediB.  XIII.  Lord  of  the 
City,  and  the  World.  (Urbis  &  Or  bis.) 
Signed,  A^.  Cardinal  Cofcia.'"  The  whole 
Service  is  reprinted  in  Verpoortennii  Fafci- 
culo  DiJJtTtatiojium.    Coburg.  1739. 

Such  Saints  as  thefe  may  however  be 
in  Danger  o^ going  down  Stairs  into  Heaven  -, 
as  fuvenal  fmartly  fays  of  the  Coiifecration 
of  Claudius y 

— Tremulumque  caput  defcendere  jufjit         Sat.  6. 
Ad  Ccelum.-^  Verf.621; 

Defcends  into  the  Skies  his  trembling  Head. 

Sejieca  writeth,  in  his  Apocolocynfofis,  or 
Apotheofis  of  a  Fumpkin,  )  "  that  this 
Pumpkin  Claudius  had  during  his  Life  a 
Temple  in  Britannia ;  and  that  he  died  in 
grievous  Torture,  while  he  was  hearing  a 
Comedy.  In  Virtue  of  his  Confecration  he 
N  n  2  went 
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went  indeed  up  to  Heaven  j  but  the  Ce- 
le/iial  Council  not  bearing,  that  fuch  Per- 
fons  fhould  be  jnade  Gods  by  low  Mortals^ 
inftantly  decreed,  that  he  fhould  leave 
Heaven  within  thirty  Days.  Accordingly 
he  was  packed  away,  and  hurried  down  to 
the  Infernal  Regio?2S.*' 

Both  Balcus  and  Tlatinai  in  their  tuivei 
of  Boniface  VIlJ.  tell  us,  "  that  he  unca^ 
nonized  St.  Hertnan  of  Ferrara,  and  or- 
dered his  Bones  to  be  dug  up,  and  burn- 
ed, after  he  had  been  venerated  for  a  Saint 
for  twenty  Years/' 

But  who  will  venture  to  apply  this  to 

the   Methodi/ls  ?    Their    Teachers     indeed 

have  been  very  free  and  generous  in  the 

Difpofal  of  Heaven.      They  can  prefently 

reftore  their  Followers  to  Paradife,  or  fend 

them .  to   Heaven ;    nay,    can  place   them 

there  in  what  Degree  of  Glory  they  pleafe, 

Seward   and  make  "  Mr.  Seward's  Sifersfhine  with 

journ.    ^  refulgent  Splendor^   above  the  refl  of  the 

^'    ^'    Heavenly  Hoft."     They  can  make  "  Our 

Dear  Lord  come  and  perfume  their  Graves  j 

can  make  Afigels  come,   and  carry   them 

up  to  Heaven;  ca.n  even phinge  them  into 

the  Trinity  J  and  make  them  all  God.*' 

And  what  then  ?  What  marvel  this  ? 
Do  not  Papifis  the  fame  ?  The  Pope  by 
Canonization  ftocketh  Heaven  with  as  many 
Inhabitants  as  he  will ;  though  they  have 
been   Madmen^    Rogues^    and    Affaffins.  — 

He 
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He  afligneth  to  each  what  particular  Man-    Sexti 
/ion  he  judgeth  proper,  as  we  find  in  their Lj^^^jlf* 
Canon  Law  j  and  its  Glojes.  —  He  hath  aTit.  2z. 
Power  fuperior  to  all  created  Beings,  hath 
a  Pontijicial   Omnipotence,    and    commands 
Angels.     And  P.  Clement  VI.  adually  ex- 
erted this  Authority  in  his  Bull,  in  Favour 
of  Pilgrims,    "  we  peremptorily  command 
the  Angels  of  Paradife  to  introduce  their 
Souls  into  Paradife,  abfolutely  freed  from 
Purgatory.'*  —  And  if  any   one  of  thefe 
Pilgrims,  upon  his  Return  home,  fhould. 
by  the   Infligation   of  the  Devil  commit 
any  Sin ;  it  is  our  Will  and  Pleafure,   that 
the  Pu7iifmient  of  Hell  fJmll  not  in  any 
wife  be  ijifliBcd  on  him  -,  —  unlefs  on  Ac- 
count of  other  Sins,  which  he  fhall  com- 
mit afterwards." — Out  of  mere  Shame,  the 
Papifts  were  very  diligent  in  burning,  or 
fecreting  this  Bull,  and  thinking  they  had 
effedually  done  it,    began  to  deny    that 
there  was  ever  fuch   a  Bull;    or  at  leaft 
that  had  the  Sanation  of  the  Pope's  Seal. 
But  WeJJelus  of  Groningen,  Chancellor  Ger- 
fon.  Corn.  Agrippa,  &c.  affirm,  that  Copies 
are  now  to  be  feen,  with  the  Pope's  Seal 
annexed,  in  tiie  Archives   at   Vienna,   hi- 
7nogis,  and  PoiBiers.     And  luckily  Johan. 
Hoornbeek^  found  a  Copy  of  it  in  the  Pub- 
'lick  Library  at  Utrecht,  which  he  publifhed 
with  Obiervations.     See  at  the  End  of  his 
Bulli^  P.  Urbani  VIII. 

Why 
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Why  the  Pope  fhould  have  a  "kefernje^ 

as  to  Sins  to  be  committed  afterwards,  is 

not  without  Reafo?2.     For  Indulgences  mufl 

be  purchafed  again  and  again.     And  hence 

may  be  colleded,  why  Mr.  Wefley  talks  fo 

much   of  the  Methodift's  having  "  Aflu- 

rance  of  Par  don  y    and   Salvation  for  the 

prejent''     It  is  fit  they  {hould  be  brought 

to  Confefjion,  toties  quoties,  and  make  their 

Sextj     Offerings.  — It  ftands  in  fo  many  Words 

Lib  I.'  in  their  Canon  haw,  that  "  God  afjiimed 

Tit.  6.    St.  Peter  into  Part7ier/hip  with  the  Undi- 

"jided  Unity."     And,  as  'tis  confidently  af- 

ferted,  that  the  Pope  fucceeds  St.  Peter  in 

all  his  Power  and  Privileges  j  how  can  he 

Cafai.  de  be  denied  the  fame  Honour  ? — "  His  Power 

^^'''^■_j    too  of  canonizing  others  is  not  only   un- 

quefiionable,  but  a  Point,  in  which  he  is 

certainly    infallibley    and    cannot    be    mif 

taken.'' 

Thefe  are  high  Claims  to  great  Things. 
And  yet  one  may  be  tempted,   with  Re- 
gard to  fuch  Canonizers  and   God-makers^ 
to  join  Ifliie  with  j4gefilaus,  in  Plutarch-, 
Ed.  Parif.  "  The   Thafians  had  determined  to  make 
^^'*  ^^'  him  a  God,    and  ered  Temples  to  his  Di' 

p.   2 1 0.  _      _  .  •»       , 

vinity ;  and  fending  Anihafjadors  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  it ;  he  asked  them,  whe- 
ther their  City  coidd  make  Gods  of  Men  ? 
They  replying,  that  it  could.  Go  then, 
laith  he,    make  yourfches  fuch,  and  then 

I  fhall 
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I  {hall  believe  that  you  can  make  a  God  of 
me  aljo'' 

§.  49.  But  to  return  from  this  imperti- 
ncfit  DigreJJion : — I  proceed  to  confider,    in 
the  laft  Place,  the  famous  Metbodiji-Doc- 
trine  concerning  Regeneration ,  or  the  New 
Birth.     Whereby  they  do  not  mean  Re- 
generation   by    Baptijm  ;    but    fomething 
diftinSi    and   oppojite.     The   Scriptures  in- 
deed may   talk   of  a  fecond  and  fpiritual 
Birth  by  Baptifm,  of  the  JVaJJ.nng,  or  La- 
ver,  of  Regeneration  ',  but  what  avails  that, 
if  they  take  upon  them  profanely  (as   Mr. 
Whitejield  does  in  exprefs  Words)  to  call 
"  Baptijmal  Regeneration^  the  Diana  of  the 
prefent  AgeV  —  Or,  as  Mr.  Wefley  more 
gently   fpeaks,    ^'  if  the   WafAng  of  the  -  loiirn. 
Holy  Ghofy  which  was  given  in  Baptifm^^'  ^^' 
be  finned  away  ^  —  Or,    what  if  after  all 
our  beft  Endeavours,  Baptifmal  Regenera- 
tion be  ineffedlual^  For,  fays  he,  "  though 3  Joum. 
I  have  ufed  all  the  Means  for  twenty  Years,  P-  ^3- 
I  am    not  a  Chriftian.     Verily,   verily,  I 
fay    unto   you,    I  miifl   be    born    again'' 
And   he    calls  thofe   "  Blind  Leaders    of  P.  82. 
the  Blind,  who  fpeak  of  the  New  Birthy 
as  if  it  were  no  more  than  Baptifm.'' 

Therefore,    another   greater  and    better 
New  Birth  muft  be  fuperadded  to  fupply 
the  DefeB.     And  yet  one  would  think  the 
former  fiifficicnt  for  all  Purpofes  of  a  Chrif- 
tian ', 
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ttan ;  fuppofing  only  that  St.  Paul  fpcaks 
Ephef.  -.  ^ruth ;  "  Chrijl  fancftified  and  cleanfed 
26.  the  Church  with  the  wajhing  of  Water ; 
—  that  he  might  prefent  it  to  himfelf  a 
Glorious  Churchy  not  having  Spot^  or  Wrin- 
kle, or  any  fuch  Thing." — 

But  I  am  again  forgetting  myfelf,   and 
Title-Page,  which  mentioned  not   Confu- 
tation, but  only  Comparifon.     To  this  then 
let  us  proceed.      This   Myfiical  Pegener ac- 
tion is,  it  feems,   two-fold,  a  LeJJer,  and  a 
Wefley   Greater.      "  Born   again    in    the   Higher 
3  journ.  ^gjjjg  of  the   Word,    into   a  thorough,    in- 
^'  ''^'      ward  Change,    by   the  Love  of  God  flied 
abroad  in  the  Heart.     Born  again  in  the 
Lower  Senfe is  receiving  RemiJJion  of  Sins** 
Whiif.    — Mr.  Whitefeld  makes  Converfion  to  be  the 
3  J°"''"-  fame  Thing  with  the  New  Birth.    And  Count 
Wefley   Zinze72dorf  hy^,  "  fuftif  cation  is  the  fame 

2  Journ.  as  being  born   of  God.     When  a  Man  is 
^'  ^^'      begotten  of  God,  his  Fear,  and  Sorrow,  and 

Senfe  of  the  Wrath  of  God,  are  the  Pangs 

of  the  New  Birth.''' — Mr.  Brainerd  fays  of 

Journ.    "  the  Indian  Conjurer,  one  of  thofe  whom 

p.  86.     ij^gy  ^^\  Powwows,  that  after  his  Conver- 

fton,  in  all  Refpeds,  he  bears  the  Marks  of 

Wefley   one  created  a-new  in  Chrifl  fefus.'" —  "  One 

3  Journ.  receives  a  full  clear  Senfe  of  Pardon,   with 

.  Power  to  fm  no  more.*' 

They  muft  not,  however,  as  yet  wrap 
themfelves  up  in  Security.     For  Mr.  Wefley 

4  Jo"''"-  writes,  <^  many  go  through  the  Wilder- 
^'^'^'  "  nefs= 
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nefs-State  of  Doubts  and  FearSy  andjlrong 
Temptations,  after  they  have  received  Re- 
mijjion  of  Sins.  -—  After  a  clear   Ajjurance  ^  i°"^"- 
that  God  hath  forgiven  their  Sins,  —  they^'  ^'' 
are  not   to   think   themfelves  any   Thing 
even  after  this,  till  thoroughly  renewed  of- 
fer the  Image  of  God.'\  —  Of  this  he  kirn- 
felf  is  an  experimental  Witnefs,     *'  I  con-  2  Joum, 
tinued  to   feek    it    (faving  Faith)    withP'9  3®' 
ftrange  Indifference,  Dulnefs  and  Coldnefs, 
and  unufually  frequent  Relapfes  into  Sin, 
iiW  Wednefday,  May  2^,  (i73^)  ^"^  ^^^^ 
Ajjurance  v/as  given  n^e,  that  he  had  taken 
away  my  Sins,  even  mine.''  —  But  imme- 
diately after  this  New  Birth ,  he  owneth, 
"  Satan's  Suggeftions  that  he  had  no  Faith,  P.  30-33, 
—  was  77mch  buffeted  with  Temptations,  and 
a  Charge   of   not   having  a  more  fenfibk 
Change.'' — I  anfwered,  (fays  Mi.WcJley) 
I  Jin  not  to  Day  j   and   yefus  my  Mafter 
has    forbid    nie  to    take  Thought  for  the 
Morrow  J'     Accordingly  to-morrow,    "  he 
hath  manifold  Temptations, — but  comes  off 
more  than  Conqueror  ^ — has  Freedom  from 
Sin;  not   one  unholy  Defire." — Yet  two 
i>ays  afterwards,    fays,    *'    /  grieved  the 
Spirit  of  God,  'and  God  hid  his  Face :  — 
Again  alTaulted  ;  —  had  more  Comfort,  — 
on   which  I    began   to  prefume  -,  —  then 
thrown   into  Perplexity,    whether    I   had 
any  Faith  at  all."  —  And  long  after  this, 
*'  I   was  much  in  Doubt,   whether  Godi  Jo^^n. 
Oo  would  P'^°» 
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would  not  lay  me  afide."  —  "  Margaret 
Ji^^  ( O  how  fallen  fince  then !  )    wit- 
nefled   this  good  Confejton,  that  the  Lamb 
of  God  had  taken  away  her  Sins."  —  At 
the  fame  time  the  Love  of  God  fo  over^ 
flowed  her  Soul,  that  fhe  could  not  fpeak, 
or  move."      Here  obferve,   this  Woman 
was  born  again  both    in  the   Lower  and 
Higher  Senj'ey    and    yet    fince    grieyoufly 
fallen.     Again ;    "A  young  Man,    who 
had   once  known  the  Peace  of  God,  but 
had  finned  it  away,  had  a  frejh  and  clear 
Manifejiation  of  the  Love  of  GodJ"     And 
in  general,  if  after  the  New  Birth,   they 
fall  (as  we  have  feen)  into  fuch  'Terrors^ 
Defpondencies,  Spiritual  Defertions,  fo  of- 
ten Siuy  and  rife  again,  &c,  —  I  don't  fee 
but  their  Regeneration   may   be   often   re- 
feaiedi   again  and   again,   to  an  indefinite 
Term,  and  that  a  Man  may  keep  a  Birth- 
Day  every   Day  of  his  Life  5  and  every 
Day  experience  the  'Throws  and  Pangs  of 
Child-bearing.     [Hereby  we  may  be  fatis- 
iied,  that  the  invented  Peculiarity  of  their 
wonderful  New  Birth,   is,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  nothing  bat  the  renewing  of  the  Spirit 
of  our  Minds  after  Sin,  or  a  being  renewed 
again  to  Repentance  j  —-renewed  in  Righte^ 
oufnefs  and  true  Holinefs,    after  the  Image 
of  him  that  created  us,  &c.] 

In  order  to  attain  this  New  Birth,  in 
the  lower  or  higher  Senfe^  they  are  to  un^ 

dergo 
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dcrgo  the   Torments   and    Agonies  of  a 
Woman  hi  Travail.     For,  "  It  is  in   the  whltf. 
Spiritual  J    as   in   the  Natural  Life -^   fome 
feci  more,  others  lefs,   but  all  experience 
fome   Pangs  and   Travels^    e'er    Chriji    is 
formed  in  themy  —  "  As  my  Mother  bore  Wefley 
me   with  great  Pain^  fo  did  I  feel  greats  Jo"rn* 
Pain  in  my   Soul,  in  being  born  of  God.^'  ' 
I  thought  the  Pai7is  of  Hell  were  upon  me, 
and  that  my  Soul  was  taking  leave  of  my 
Body.    Was  in  this  violent  Agony  for  about 
four  Hours,  then  began  to  feel  I  was  born 
of  Godr 

Nothing  lefs   than  feeling,    as  it    were 
the  Agonies  of  Deaths  the  Pains  of  Helly 
and  thinking  they  are  in  Helly  will  ferve. 
"  Devils  are  dragging  them  to  He/lj  their  Pag.  19. 
Bodies  almoft  torn   afunder :  —  They  are 
feized   with   the  Spirit   of  Fear,    Horror, 
and  Defpair  : —  One  in  the  Pains  of  Hell^-  -10,42, 
li  jujlifedy  and  the  Love  of  God  fhed  ahroad^^' 
in  her  Heart: — Another,  in  Defpair,  hata 
the  fame :  —  Another  finking  down  even 
as  deady  hath  her  Sins  taken  away.  —  One  4  joarn. 
in  a  Fever  feels  great   Terrors  \  fears  left  P- 76. 
he  fhould  drop  into  Hell : —  Another  over^  z  journ. 
whelmed  with  a  horrible  Dread^  expecting  P  ^^• 
nothi>ng  but  to  be  fwallowed  up  in  a  Mo^. 
ment." — In  general,  as  Mr.  Wefley  fpeaks, 
•*  The  being  in  Orco^    (/.  e*  in  Hell)  as  i  Joura. 
they  phrafe  it,  is  thought  an  indifpenfible^^^' 
Preparative  for  being  a  Chrifian.'* 

O  0  a  Ths 


{  284  ) 

The  fame  Accounts  we  have  In  BraU 

joarn.    fierd 'y    "  One  Indian   felt  that  it  was    a 

p.  8,  ^2- gone  Cafe  with  him,  and  thought  he  muft 

link  down  to  H^//;— but  is  foon  another 

Many  created  a-new  in  Chrijl  yefiis,  —  A 

Conjurer,  and  !  Murtherer^  giving  out  that 

he  was  fome  Great  one,  —  thinks  God  will 

fend  him  into  Hell,  is  jufl  dropping  into 

it,  he  (hould  be  damned.'* 

Hence  Mr.  Wejley  defcribeth  the  feve- 
ral  Cryings  out,  Roarings,  Tellings,  Con- 
vtil/ions,  Contorjions,  with  the  unutterable 
Agonies  of  Mind  and  Body^ —  by  fuch  Ex- 
preflions,  as  "  groaning  for  Deliverance, 
calling  to  God,  as  out  of  the  Belly  of  Helh, 
as  in  their  Pains  and  Pangs,  &:c.  and  if 
they  have  a  JJjarp  and  long  Labour,  then 
they  are  in  ftrong  Pain  for  fome  Days,  as  yet 
?iot  delivered  at  all  ;  the  Children  are  come 
to  the  Birth,  but  there  is  not  Strength  to 
bring  forth.'' — The  fame  is  evidently  fup- 
pofed  by  Mr.  JVhiteficld,  in  his  Letter 
Whitf.  from  Mr.  Wejley,  "  A  Woman  feized  with 
3  journ.  j-^^jg  |g^g   y}^^^  ^^  Agonies  of  Death y  — 

five  Days  fhe  travailed  and  groaned,  then 
in  a  Moment  was  full  of  Love  and  foy."  — 
Her  Friends  have  accounted  her  ?nad  for 
p.  St.  thefe  three  Years." — Mr.  Seward  undergo- 
ing great  inward  Agonies  and  Tortures, 
like  thofe  of  St.  Paul,  a  poor  travelling 
•  Woman,  who  fold  Straw-Toys  (as  a  Mid- 
wife) comes  and  inflruds  him  in  the  A^*^- 

ture 
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ture  of  the  'New  .Birth." —  "  One  having 7  Joum. 
dropt  down  as  if  fhot  with  a  Gun  j  upon^'  * 
his  rifing,  I  had  half  an   Hour's  Conver- 
fation  with  him  an  the  Nature  of  the  New 
Birth.'' 

This  Kind  of  Regeneration  we  mud  ac- 
knowledge with  Mr.  WeJJeyy  to  be  "  fome- 
thing  more  than  that  of  Baptifm :"  To 
which  I  {hall  foon  find  2i  proper  Parallel 
throughout.  But  firft  (liall  mention  a  few 
Comparifons  as  to  Hell  felt  in  the  New  Birth. 

Plutarch  fays  in  general,  that  "  ahor-VoI.  ir. 
rible  and  rigid  Trembling  and  Quaking  is^"  ^^ 
called  T<xgTc(gj^(^ejv,  bei77g  in  Hell^  or  a5ling- 
Hell.''  —  Bartolus  fays,    that  Ignatius  felt 
the  'Throes  of  Regeneration  to  be  as  bad  as 
Helly  and  that  the  Devils  could  not  invent 
a  worfe  Torture." —  "  St.  Terefa's  Spiritual    L*^*^- 
Regeneration  was  thus  5  "  Ouv  Lord  pla-  p°23i'. 
ceth  her  in  Hell  to  fee  the  Torments  pre- 
pared for  her  there. — The  Entrance  is  like 
a  loWy  ?2arroWy  dark   Furnace  :  —  At  the 
End   of  the   Pafliige   is    a  certain    hollow 
Place,  like  a  Prejs  in  a  JVall^  into  which 
fhe  faw    herfelf  crowded  extremely  clofe, 
—  But  as  to  the  feeling  Part,    'tis  a  Thing, 
that  can  neither  be  related,    or  underftood. 
She  felt  a  Fire  in  her  Soul.     All  the  moft 
infupportable  Pains  flie  had  endured,   tho* 
caufed  by  the  Devily  are  nothing  of  what 
I   felt  there,   pr effing,    ago?iizing,  fti flings 
defperate  and  torturing  Dijcontent  and  Dif- 
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gujl. — To  fay  'tis  an  Eradication,  or  rend- 
ing of  the  Soul,  is  to  fay  little :  The  Soul 
tears  itfelf  in  Pieces  j — by  an  interior  Fire 
and  Defpair,  burned,  and  cut  in  Piece- 
meal all  at  once."  And  a  little  farther, 
'*  She  is  again  reduced  to  the  fame  StatCy 
Vol.  11.  for  fome  particular  Sins."  — And  ftill  after 
P-  3«'  this,  "  She  loofeth  all  the  Conflations  of 
God ',  —  all  Virtues,  even  Faith  itfelf,  are 
fufpended,  &c,  the  Devil  bringing  her  to 
fiich  Heavinefs  and  Darknefs,  as  cannot 
be  exprefed,  much  lefs  exaggerated.  — 
The  Lord  tells  her,  it  was  from  the 
Devilr 

In  this  Comparifon,  (befides  the  general 
Similitude  with  the  Methodijiical  New 
Birth)  may  be  obferved,  the  Refemblance 
with  poor  Mr.  Whitefield,  whom  the 
Devil  Jlout  up  in  his  Clofet,  and  locked  up 
in  Iron  Armour :  —  The  Devils  being 
the  Caufe  of  the  Fangs  in  the  New  Firth ; 
—  and  the  Neceffity  of  its  being  feveral 
Times  repeated. 
Pag  65.  And  farther  on,  Terefi  fays,  "  that  the 
Religious  under  her  Inftitution  every  Month 
give  their  Superior  an  Account  of  their 
Spirit -y  wherein,  with  great  Fidelity,  they 
difcover  all  the  Turnings  and  Windings 
of  their  Souls  to  hitn,  who  hereby  exadlly 
underftands,  and  weighs  their  Improve- 
ments." Which  perfectly  agreeth  with 
Mr.  lVefef%  Preparatory  Ceremony  of  Con^ 

fejion 
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fejjion  to  bimfelf-,  "  I  fpent  the  Remainder 
of  this,  and  the  following  Week,  in  exa^ 
mimng  thofe  of  the  Society ;  fpeakingyd-^'^- 
raJly  to  each,  that  I  might  more  perfedlly 
know  the  State  of  their  Souls  to  Godward.'* 
This  is  the  identical  Man^  who  had  the 
Affurance  folemnly  to  declare,  "  what  Wenzmk^ 
pra6iife  is,  the  Confe[fion  of  fever  al  Perfons^°^'^^' 
conjointly  y  not  to  a  Priejly  but  to  each  other y^' 

Not  that  bare  ConfeJJion,  even  to  Mr. 
Wefley,  will  be  a  fujjjcient  Preparation  for 
the  New  Birth  : —  Penancies  are  to  be  un- 
dergone ;  divers  Purgations  and  Lujlrations 
of  a  cruel  Kind  are  to  be  their  Portion 
(not  the  SatisfaBion  of  Chrifl)  before  their 
being  born  again  j  and  thefe  as  an  Equiva^ 
lent  to  Purgatory,  and  neceffary  for  the 
Expiation  for  Sin.  —  I  adjourn  this  Point 
for  a  Minute,  becaufe  I  muft  not  omit 
Madam  Bourignon,  whofe  Infiitutions  hav- 
ing thrown  a  Man  into  a  dangerous  Difiem" 
per,  filling  him  with  Sorrow,  Sadnefs  and 
Sighing,  Gfc.  She  tells  his  Wife,  ''  that 
her  Dodrine  is  a  Milk,  [tho'  very  four] 
that  begetteth  Virgins ;  the  Man's  Sorrow 
good  and  wholefome,— a  Bleffing  defigned 
to  purge  his  Sou!,  to  bring  him  to  Per^ 
feBion,  to  unite  him  to  God :  —  That  thefe 
wholefome  Pains  and  Sighs  are  the  Throes 
of  the  Spiritual  Birth^  and  that  Children, 
Natural  or  Spiritual,  cannot  be  born  again 
■withcut  Pain  to  the  Flefh,     Wherefore,  I 

efleem 
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cfteem  your  Husband  happy  ^or  his  Child-. 
bearing  Pains'*     Light  rifen  in  Darknefs, 
Part  IV.  Lett.  22. 

Thefe  Signs  of  the  New  Birth  were 
much  the  fame,  when  ^akerifm  had  got 
Footing  in  the  Nation.  And  that  Popery 
fet  it  on  Foot,  and  furniflied  it  too  with 
Stilts,  Mr.  Wejley  muft  have  heard.  In. 
^'^'^•^^■^iirner'%  Hijlory  of  Providences,  "  Docflor 
Glanviil  Templar  relateth  the  Cafe  of  Robert  Church" 
on  Witch- fj2an,  who  was  leaving  the  Church  of  En- 
laT.  6.  ^  gl^i^d,  and  embracing  ^akerifm  ;  his  Wife 
Ed.  1726.  being  farther  gone,  and  a  Principle  wrought 
in  her.  But  the  Man  a  httle  hefitating, 
was  toid  by  a  ^aker,  that  he  fiould  fee  a 
Sign.  Within  a  few  Nights  there  was  a 
violent  Storm  over  his  Room,  and  a  Foice 
within  him  faid,  fng  Praifes,  fmg  Praifesy 
thou  flialt  fee  the  Glories  of  the  New  feru^ 
falem  j  and  a  glimmering  Light  appeared 
all  over  the  Room.  The  Voice  then  com- 
manded him  to  get  out  of  his  Bed  naked, 
to  go  fo  to  fome  Relations,  and  threaten 
them  with  Fire  and  Britjiflone,  like  that 
on  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  if  they  did  not 
obey.  He  went  naked,  performed  his  Mef- 
iage,  and  returned  Home,  where  he  flood 
naked  three  or  four  Hours ;  the  Spirit 
within  him,  in  an  unifual  Ma?tner ;  fome- 
times  forcing  him  to  fing,  fometimes  to 
hark  like  a  Dog. — The  Spirit  too  bad  him 
kill  his  obilinate.  Brother  and  Sifier,     And 

made 
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tnade  him  utter  with  great  Readinefs 
many  Places  in  Scripture ^  of  which  he 
knew  nothing  before.  The  Drift  was  to 
perfuade  him  to  ^akerifm^  of  which  SeB 
it  named  many.  In  about  three  or  four 
Hours  the  Man  came  to  himfelf^  and  gave 
a  perfed:  Account  of  all  that  had  befallen 
him.  Some  Nights  afterwards  the  fame 
Trouble  was  renewed.  His  Wife  was  tor^ 
tured  with  extraordinary  Pains  %  and  the 
C/6/A/r^«  complained,  that  their  Mouths  were 
flopped  as  with  Wool.  Upon  Dr.  Templar'^ 
Continuance  with  him,  and  by  Prayer^  he 
was  i^cxhGtXy  free  from  all  Moleflation ;  and 
he,  by  the  DoSlor's  Advice,  kept  clofe  to 
the  Public  Service  of  Gody  and  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  fakers,  or  their 
Writings.  But  the  ^aker  gave  out,  "  that 
the  Power  of  God  would  come  upon  hi?n  a- 
gain.''  And  accordingly  on  the  Tentk 
of  the  Month,  his  Troubles  returned.  The 
Voice  faid  many  Things,  and  quoted  Scrip- 
ture to  bring  him  from  the  Church  to 
^akerifm  j  and  faid,  "  it  would  ftrive 
with  him,  2i^  ■  th.Q  jlngel  did  with  Jacobs 
until  the  Breaking  of  the  Day  :  At  which 
Time  it  left  him.  When  the  Spirit  came 
again,  he  was  peremptory  in  refifting  it, 
and  faid  it  was  a  Spirit  of  Dclufwn. 
Upon  which  the  Spirit  denounced  a  Curfe 
and  Damnation  upon  him ;  and  fo  left 
him  with  a  very  great  Heat  in  bis  Bodv. 
P  p  After 
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After  this  being  comforted,  and  confider- 
ing  what  had  happened,    A  Voice  within 
him  Jpakcy   and  faid,    "    that   the  Spirit y 
which  was  before  upon  him,   was  a  Spirit 
of  Delujiony    but  now    the   true  Spirit  of 
God  was  come  into  him."     It  acquainted 
him,  that  the  Dodtrine  of  the  Trinity  was 
true,  and  that  God  had  an  EleSi  People, 
&c.  the  Truth  of  which  the  Minijier  of 
the  Town  would  inftrud:  him  in. — A  few 
Days  after,  the  Spirit  came  upon  him  in 
the  Field,  and  prefTed  him  to  believe,  that 
he   was  aded  upon   by   the  good  Spirit ; 
of  which,  however,  he  much  doubted.  — 
One  Night  it  told  him,  "  if  he  would  not 
believe  without  a   Sign,    he  fhould  have 
what  Sign   he  would  ?  Upon  that  Robert 
Churchman  defired,  that  if  it  was   a  good 
Spirit,  the  Wire-Candlefick,  which   flood 
upon  the  Cupboard,  might  be  turned  into 
Brafs ;    which  the  Spirit   faid  he  would 
do.     Prefently  there  was  an  unfavory  Smell 
in  the  Room,  but  nothing  was  done  to- 
wards  fulfilling    the    Promife.      On    the 
Lord'S'Day  following,  it  came  upon  him 
in  Church  :   When  the  Chapters  were  read, 
he  turned  to  them  in  his  Bible,   but  was 
not  able  to  read.      When  the  Pfalm  was 
fung,    he  could  not  pronounce  a    Syllable^ 
The  next  Day  his  Speech  was  wholly  taken 
from  liim.     "  As  we  were  praying,  (fays 
Dr.  Te??Jplar)   he   was  thrown  out  of  his 

Bed, 
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Bed,  and  called  to  me,  with  great  Vehe- 
mence, to  hold  my  Tongue.  When  Prayer 
was  done,  his  Tongue  was  botmd  as  be- 
fore, till  at  laft  he  broke  out  into  thefe 
Words,  "  Thine  is  the  Kingdom,'^  which 
he  repeated  above  a  hundred  Times. 
Sometimes  he  was  forced  into  an  extreme 
Laughter  ;  fometimes  into  Siftging  -,  his 
Hands  beating  his  Breajl^  with  unufual 
Heavings  in  his  Body.  The  Dijiemper 
continued  'till  towards  the  Morning  of  the 
next  Day ;  when  the  Voice ,  fignifying  that 
.it  would  leave  him,  bad  him  get  upon 
his  Knees,  in  order  to  that  End.  He  did 
fo,  and  prefently  he  had  a  perfect  Com- 
mand  of  himfelf-,  and  gave  a  fober  Ac- 
count of  all  that  paflTed,  having  a  diJiinB 
Remembrance  of  what  the  Spirit  forced 
him  to  do.  —  But  foon  after  the  Spirit 
raged  again  after  its  former  Manner ;  but 
he  was  by  Prayer  intirely  releafed,  This 
prevailed  upon  him,  his  Family,  and  many 
others,  to  difclaim  ^akerifm,  and  attend 
the  Parochial  Church.  You  may  be  con- 
fident of  the  Truth  of  what  is  here  re- 
lated by  J.  T." — Immediately  follows,  in 
Turner,  the  Cafe  of  one  John  Gilpin.  He 
was  much  taken  with  the  new  DoBrine  of 
^lakerifm  ;  and  being  directed  to  hearken 
to  the  Voice  within  him,  one  Day  as  he  was 
walking  in  his  Chamber,  he  began  to  quake 
extremely,  could  not  Jla?id,  but  fell  upon 
P  p  2  his 
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his  BcJ,  where  he  cried  and  howled  in  a 
terrible  and  hideous  Manner,  (as  others  of 
them  ufed  to  do)  which  he  looked  upon 
as   the   Paim  of  the  New  Birth ;   by  De- 
grees he  ceafed  from  howling,  and  rejoiced, 
that  now  he  could  witnefs  againft  the  Mi- 
nifers  of  England,   as  Falfe   Prophets  and 
Priefts  of  Baal.      After   this   he   has  di- 
vers painful,  unfeen  Strokes, — hears  Voices^ 
> —  difcerns  fomething  enter  into  his  Body, 
which  Satan  fuggefted  to  be  the  Spirit  of 
God  like  a  Dove, — He  is  in  great  Rapture, 
as  apprehending  his  Spiritual  Marriage  and 
Union   with   Chrifl ;   and  heard  the   Voice 
faying,  "  Chriji  in  God,  and  God  in  Chrifl, 
and  Chrifl  in  thee.''    Which  Words  he  was 
compelled  to  ftng  in  a  Jlrange  Manner ;  as 
alfo  divers  Paffages  of  Scripture ;  then  the 
Devil  raifed   him  up,    and   bid  him    be 
humble;  then  brought  him    on   his  Knees 
again.— Then,  carried  about  the  Town,  he 
proclaimed,  "^^  I  am  the  Way,    the  Truth, 
and  the   Life.''      Once   being   caft    upon 
his   Back  on  the  Ground,  the  Voice  faid, 
*'  Thou  {halt    have   two  Angels  to  keep 
thee ; "    and    immediately    two    Swallows 
came  down  the  Chimney.     After  this  he 
goes  roaring  about  the  Streets  -,  his  Hand 
is  forced  to  take  up  a  K?iife,  and  put  it  to 
his   Throat,  the  Voice   faying,    "   Open  a 
Hole  there,    and  1   will  give  thee  Eternal 
hfeC'     But  perfuaded  by  his  Wife  to  go 

to 
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to   Bed,    in  the  Morning  he  roared  out, 
"  'Now    the    Devil  is   gone  out   of  me:" 
At  which  Inftant  there  was  heard  a  great 
thunder.  —  The   Devil   came    again   and 
faid,  "  that   it  was  Satan  that  had  pojj'ejj'ed 
him  hitherto,  but  now  Cbrijl  was  come, 
and  had  caji  out  Satan  j  and  that  what  he 
had  done  before  in   his  Cloaths    in  Obe- 
dience to  Satan,  he  muft  undo  in  his  Shirt 
in  Obedience  to  Chrijl.''      Whereupon  he 
goes  out  into  the  Streets  in  his  Shirt,  and, 
in  Obedience  to  the  Devil's  Command,  is 
carried  hyfoiir  Women  into  his  Bed.  Then 
ht  feels  in  his  Belly  the  Living  Water  of  the 
Spirit,    flowing  up  and  down,    and   two 
Angels  wait  upon  him    in  the   Shape   of 
Butterflies.     After  this,  fufpeding  that  he 
was  ahed  by  Satan^  he  cries  out,  **  hord, 
what  wilt  thou  have  fne  to  do  ?  The  Devil 
anfwered,  'Tis  7Jow  too  late;  Sentejice  is  already 
pajj'ed   againjl    thee''      Hereupon    he   lay 
down  in  Defpair  -,  but  prefently  the  Devil 
told  him,  "  that  it  was  a  white  Devil  that 
had  deluded  him  this  fecond    Time,    but 
that  now    Chrijl   was   come    indeed,    and 
would  cafi  him  out.''      He   then  thought 
the  Devil  was  ejeSled-,    but  then  all   his 
Members  fell  on  working,  as  if  the  Pangs 
of  Death  were  upon  him  ;   the  Voice  tell- 
«  ing  him,  **  that  they  were  the  Tangs  of  the 
New  Birth,  and  Chrijl  was  new-formed  in 
him,"     And  the  Devil  told  him,  "  that 

now 
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now  he  fliould  work  Wo?tderSy  and  cajl  out 
Devils  in  Chriji's  Name''  The  Man 
thinking  it  all  a  Satanical  Delufion^  he  fell 
into  a  horrid  Fear,  and  the  Devil  told 
him,  "  that  all  this  while  he  had  been 
ferving  him  ;  and  that  it  was  too  late  to  re^ 
pent.  Hence  he  fell  into  Dejpair^  and 
great  Terrors.  But  at  laft  God  gave  him 
Repentance,  and  Peace  in  his  Cojifcience. 
Whereupon  he  publijhed  a  Narrative  of 
thefe  Things,  as  a  Caution  to  others  j — at- 
tefted  under  the  Hand  of  the  Mayor  of 
Kendal^  Mifiijier,  School-majier,  &c.*'  — ■ 
There  follows  more  of  this  Satanical 
Jhocking  Kind  j  *  many  falling  into  dread- 
ful Tretnblings  in  their  whole  Bodies  and 
Joints,  with  Rifings  and  Swellings  in  their 
Bowels  5  Shriekings,  Yellings,  Howlings, 
and  Roarings.  And  yet  fome  were  in^ 
duced  by  thefe  Artifices  to  leave  the  Church 
for  ^akerifm ;  being  perfuaded  to  expeSi 
the  Power  to  come^  &c." 

Much  more  I  could  produce  from  the 
early  Accounts  of  ^akerifm,  concerning 
their  horrible  Fits,  knocking  down  People 
by  a  Looky  or  Word,  and  fpreading  the 
Co?2tagion  inftantly  among  Numbers ;  — -  all 
Marks  and  Proofs  of  the  New  Birth,  But 
what  I  have  her^  tranfcribed  may  be 
thought  tedious ;  though,  1  hope,  not^ 
unfeafonable,  or  impertinent.  For  here  we 
have    a  firange    Fanatipifm    caught  from 

Popery 
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Popery  by  the  ^akers^  and  from  both  by 
the  Methodifls  j  who  have  taken  a  Copy  of 
the  P'tdlure  very  exactly,  and  in  the  mofl: 
minute  Lines  and  Features.  Some  Diffe- 
rence there  is,  as  to  the  Methodijis  taking 
up  a  Delujion,  which  (as  far  as  I  can  judge) 
the  fakers  have  been  laying  down ;  —  and 
as  the  Minijiers  of  the  Church  took  Occafion 
from  fuch  horrible  Actions,  Appearances, 
and  Pretenfions,  to  recover  the  Sufferer 
from  their  Delufions^  which  Mr.  Wefley 
is  perverting  to  their  Confirmation,  Whe- 
ther all  be  not  mere  Diabolical  Operation^ 
or  Magical  Impofture^  or  Juggling  Artifice y 
or  Natural  Enthufiafm  highly  worked  up, 
by  a  cunning  Operator,  or  the  EffeB  of 
fome  unaccountable  Difiemper ;  —  and  how 
far  all,  or  any  of  thefe  may  be  concerned, 
and  where  to  fix  their  Boundaries ;  —  I 
confefs  my (c\f  unable  to  determine.  Though 
in  general  it  is  clear  enough,  that  the 
Myfiery  of  Itiiquity  is  working. 

But  I  muft  remember  what  I  mention- 
ed, concerning  fome  other  cruel  Fur gatiom 
and  Lufirations  like  Furgatory,  which  the 
Methodifis  muft  undergo,  as  Preparatory  to 
the  New  Birth,  Hence,  I  fuppofe,  the 
Devonfijire  Farmer,  (as  before  related)  fo 
readily  fubmitted  to  the  Difcipline  of  forty 
Stripes  fave  one,  and  his  JVife  to  a  Purg" 
ing  by  Fire  and  Water  — Hence  Mr.  Wefley 
mentions  "  one,  whom  God  is  purifying  \  Joum, 


tn^-  9r 


(296) 

in  the  FirCi  for  beating  his  Wife^  a  Me^ 

thodijl,  in   Anfwer  to   the  Prayers  of  his 

Wife."  — Hence  he  fpeaks  fo  often  of  a 

3  journ.  Fire    burning    in    his   Difcipks.      **  One 

P-95-      was  crying  continually,  I  burn y  Iburn^  O! 

what  fhall  I  do  ?  I  have  a  Fire  within  me.'* 

5  Journ.  —  Another  fays,  "  I  felt  the  -very  Fire  of 

P-  ^3-      Hell',  all  my  Body  was  in  as  much  Pain, 

as  if  I  had  been  in  a  burning  fiery  Furnace  y 

And  hence  his  Conftrudion  of  that  Text, 

"  concerning   the   Fiery  Trial,  which  is  to 

try  us,     I   Pet.   iv.   12.    (which  ignorant 

Commentators  expound  by  Perfecutions)  as 

belonging  to  his  inward  Fire,  &c. 

After   the   fame  Manner  the   Papalins 

Thyrs    teach.     "  ^tvQvA  PoJJeJJed  Perfons,  or  the 

Damon,  j^^c^ji  \^   them,    complain   of  burning  at 

118,  1 2 3. the  Prefence,    or  by  the   Prayers  of  the 

Saints;  and  hereby  being  in  a  double  Fire,'* 

De  Loc.   —  The   fame    Author    fays,    "  that    the 

Jnfeft.      Devils,    who  pofTefs  others,  bring  a  Fire 

^'   '^'      like  that  of  Hell  with  them,  and  caufe  a 

Tom.  IV.  terrible  Burning."  —  In  the  Malleus  Male- 

P' ""*   ficarum  we  find  thefe  inward  Burnings  io 

be  a.  certain  Sign  of  bei?2g  be-devil'd.'*    He 

Tom,  ni.writeth  again,  "  that  by  a  good  Exorcifi 

P- 8, 229.  one  Fire  muft  be  driven  out  by  another, 

and  the  Devil,  who  lurks  in  his  Prey,  be 

put  to  Flight  by  burning  Methods,  like  the 

Flames  of  i7^//;  and  then  he  will  go  out 

in  the  Shape  of  Fire.,  but  leave  a  Burning 

behind  him." 

But 
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But  whatever  Likenefs  thefe  torftirwg 
jLuJirations  may  carry  of  Purgatory  j  Mr. 
Wejley  may  perhaps  dijlinguijh  (as  he  did 
with  Regard  to  ConfeJJion)  that  Popijh  Pur- 
gator y  hes  on  the  other  Side  the  Grave ; 
his  belongs  only  to  this  Life.  But  this 
Pretence  muft  be  deemed  mere  Cavil.  By 
antedating  and  forefialling  the  Time^  he 
hath  Popifi  Examples  j  and  may  take  Ad- 
vantage of  Papal  Dijpenfations^  which 
fometimes  commute  the  Penatice^  and  releafe 
Perfons  from  the  Torments  of  Purgatory 
after  Death y  upon  Condition  of  their  un- 
dergoing equivalent  Sufferings  here.  OneDjf^,  2. 
fuch  Inftance  we  had  before  of  Pope  C/^- Cap.  55. 
ment :  Another  fuch  Grant  we  fee  in  Spe- 
culum Exewplorum :  Another  in  Diarium 
Minimorum,  September  12.  —  Another  in 
the  Francifcan  Martyr ology.  May  14,  where 
"  Sijier  Cafildis  requefted,  that  flie  might 
enjoy  in  this  Life  the  Punifhment  fhe 
was  to  receive  in  Purgatory.  It  was 
granted,  and  flie  was  feized  with  a  Holy 
Fire,  (Igne  Sacro,  or  St.  Anthony^  Fire) 
from  Head  to  Foot,  which  totally  con- 
fumed  her." — There  may  indeed  be  fome 
Da?jger  in  making  this  Exchange ,  the  Suf- 
ferings here  being  certain,  the  other  itna- 
ginary. 

But,  even  upon  this  Suppofition,  "  the 
Torments  inflided  on  the  Methodijis  will 
be  great  Gain  j  by  bringing  them  to  a  State 

Q.1  ef 
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of   FerfeBlion^    and    imfmning    Obedience, 
which    will    be   full  Froof   too  of   their 
Tar  don  and  Salvation**      And    that  this 
Perfe6iion  extendeth  not  barely  to  a  Simi^' 
litude  with  Chrlji,    but  an   Equality -,    we 
may  recall  Mr.  Wejley*s  certain  "  Expe^ 
rlences,  of  fome  of  his  Followers  being  as 
free  from  Inward  Corruption,  and  all  Re- 
mainders of  Corruption,    as  Chrlft  himfelf 
was :"  —  "  Pardon,  with  Power  iojln  no 
more,  &c."     We  may  obferve  how  care-* 
fully,  for   Fear   of  a  Miftake,    he  inferts 
4  Journ.  Expreffions  to  this  Purpoje :  "  Thoroughly 
P'  5 ' '      renewed  after  the  Image  of  Chrlji ;  —  an 
p.  82.      entire  Change  from  the  Image  of  the  Devil 
to  the  Image  of  God. —  Mr.  Whltefield  too ; 
"  All  experience  Pangs  and  Travels,  e'er 
Chrifl   is   formed   in  them,   and  brought 
forth   In  the  Meafure  of  his  Fulnefs^  who 
filleth  all  In  all.''     Such  is  their  PerfeBlon, 
equal  to  God's  Fulnefs,  and  fo  to  be  brought 
forth    in   tis.      And  yet    the    fame    Mr. 
Whit ef  eld,  (as  a  Proof  of  his  Confiflertcy  and 
7  journ.  Impartiality)  complains  elfe where,  *'  that 
P"  ^^'      fome   Englljh   Frle7ids    had   thrown   afide 
the  Ufe  of  Means,  and  were  difputing  for 
finlefs  PerfeBlon,  and  unlverfal  Redemption.*^ 
This  is   one  of  his  *  Hofne-Strokes'   upon 
Mr.  Wefley,  and  Adherents. 

Thus  muft  the  poor  Methodlfls  be 
plunged  over  Head  and  Ears  into  Variety 
of  Tortures  beyond  Exprefflon,  or  Conception  j 

in 
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in  Lakes  of  Fire,  as  bad  as  Purgatory^  or 
Hell',  and  then  they  have  the  Favour  of 
being   told   by   their   Teachers,   that  they 
are  regenerate  aJid  incorruptible.     And  thofe 
who  have  the  Jlrotigeji  Fancy,  the   bold^ft 
Imagination  and  Prejiwiption,  will  fooneft 
believe,  —  and   be   deceived.     Let  me   fee 
among   them    but   a  fngle   Injlance^   that 
will  exceed  the  Cafe  of  that  mighty  Hero 
of  Antiquity,  Achilles.     "  When  he  was 
youngs  the   old  Lady,  his  Mother,  dipped 
him  in  the  Stygian  Lake,   as  a  fure  iVIe- 
thod  of  rendering  him  invulnerable.     But, 
unluckily,  as  Hie  held  him  by  the  Heel, 
while  fhe  was  ivajljing  him,  that  Part  re- 
mained itnfecure-,  and  in  the  Day  oi  Battle, 
there  thePythia?!  God  mortally  wounded  him .'^ 
After  all  their  Lufirations,  the  old  Serpent 
will  bite  them   by  the  Heel.     The  comtnon 
Cant  of  Enthtfiafmy    that    whatever    the 
Saints  do,  after  the  New  Birth,  is  no  Sin, 
or  that  God  feeth  no  Sin  in  the  Ele5l,   will 
fcarce  infure  them  ; —  Nor  yet  Mr.  White- 1  Deal. 
^^-/J's  modeft  Aifurance  oiChrifs  Prero-'^- ^^' 
gative   being   transferred   to  him-,    "  God^  Joum. 
being   pleafed   to  fhew  me,  that  1  Jhould^'  ^^* 
bruife   Satan's   HdW;"-— Nor    the   fame 
Power  alTumed  by  other  Methodifts,   "  of  Wefley 
bruiling  his  Head,  and  trampling  him  un-^  J^"™* 
der  their  Feet."     Which,  however,  may 
dcferve  as   much   Credit^  as  the   Story  of 
"  St.  Dunjlans  holding  the  Devil  by  the 
Q^q  2  Nofe 
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IsJofe  with  a  Pair  of  red-hot  Tofigs-,"  —  op, 

Vita     **  St.  Gertrude's  hanging  the  Devil  upon  a 

Gertrud.  Qil}bet^  whiph  her  Hiftorian  fays,  fhe  did, 

f  *  1}       truly  fit  er  ally -i  and  corporally ;" — Or,  *•  either 

Sarum.    ^t.  Jidia72a'%,  or  St.  Margaret's  fierce  Com- 

Feb.  2  2.   i^at  ^vith  the  Devil  J  and  their  taking  hirn 

jun.  20.  ^^  .^  ^j^^.^  Arms,   and  throwing  him  out 

Upon  the  Dunghill," 

§.50.  It  were  no  difficult  Matter  to 
profecute  this  Subject,  of  fuch  Phantajiic 
Privileges  attained  by  fuch  horrible  Me- 
thods ;  —  through  'Turks,  Injidels^  and  He- 
reticSy  and  other  wickedly  Enthujiajlic  Sec- 
taries, ejpecially  Papijis ; — and  hereby  trace 
put  fo  many  genuiiie  Marks  of  falfe  Re^ 
ligion, — but  true  Irnpojlure. 

But  I  promifed  a  proper  and  complete 
Parallel  of  our  Methodljlical  New  Birth, 
Which  I  am  now  to  perform,  —  by  two 
Comparifons ',  the  Firfl  of  which  fhall  be 
the  famous  Initiation  into  the  My  fieri  es ; 
that  confummate  Delujion  of  the  Heathen 
World,  and  which  hath  been  called  "  the 
moft  execrably-facred  Invention  of  diabo- 
lical Pravity  and  Fallacy.'' 

The   later   Platonifs,    (who    were    the 

moft    acute    and   bitter    Enemies    to    the 

Chrifiian  Religion)  in  Oppofition  to  Bap- 

tifmal  Regeneration,  boafted  greatly  of  their 

Hieroc.  pwn  Myjlical  Injiitutions.      Hierocles  wri- 

V'lzi>  ^^^^>    "  'T^s  neceflary  for   the  Purgation 

•  of 
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of  the  Soul,  and  its  Rcfiitution^  to  be  initiated 
into  our  Myfleries^  •—  which  bring  on  the 
FerfeBion  of  the  whole  Man.  Without 
thefe  Cathartics  of  the  Li/cid  Body^  we 
offend  both  in  Body  and  Mind.  But  by 
Initiation  Men  are  upon  the  JVing  for  a 
Participation  of  Divinity  ;  are  reftored  to 
their  Primitive  State^  become  Gods^  and 
are  no  longer  Mortals. 

"  The    initiated  are   carried    through     g^^ 
terrible    Vifions^    CoficuJJions    of  the  Place,  ^roMe?- 
pircy  and  Smoke ^    and  Darknefs,  and  va-  ^^^  P-  ^°' 
ricus  frightful  ObjeBs ;  —  through  Purga- 
tory and  Hell  conveyed   into  Ely/ium  and 
Heaven.-'      "  This    T^heiirgy^     or    Sacred 
Work,  is  the  Art  of  Divine  Operations,  to 
cure  DifeafeSy  drive  away  Dccmons,  perfeB 
and  regenerate  the  Soul  by  magical  Cere- 
monies ;  and  is  introductory  to  celeftial  Il- 
luminations, Infpirations,    Apparitions,  and 
God-Societies ;  to  all  fublime  and  venerable 
SpcBacles.''—-^*  As  in  Soids  there  is  a  P?'in- 
ciple  ofReduBion ;  they  have  certain  T^ckens 
and  Imprefjions  from   God,    whereby  they 
are   moved   to    return.      And    they  have 
provided  a  ?nagical  Fountain  of  Virtue  for 
Souls  in  the  Cavities  of  Hecate'' s  left  Side ; 
and  certain  Deities,  called  'AijuXixtoi,  /;/- 
exorable,    and   not  to  be  fweetened,  ©'^." 
I —  Jamblicus  fpeaks  of  "  Dcemons  that  tcr-My^^r. 
rify  and  threaten  horribly,   and  agitate  and  ^J^*^-^^* 

1  Cap.  5,  6, 

draw  7. 
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draw  Souls  by  aftonijhlng  and  Jhaking  the 
Ifnagifiation.  But  this  is  refolved  into  the 
Authority  of  the  Priejl^  who,  in  Virtue  of 
the  fecret  Myfieries,  acls  not  as  a  Man^  but 
as  a  God  'j  and  therefore  his  Commands  are 
rtronger  than  would  otherwife  become 
him.  Not  that  he  intends  to  execute  what 
he  threatenethi  but  to  fhew  what  Autho- 
rity he  hath,  by  Means  of  his  Ufiion  with 
the  Gods :  Which  Union  he  hath  pro- 
cured by  his  Knowledge  of  the  fecret  Sym- 
bols.'' —  "  The  Dcemons  have  the  Guar- 
dianship of  the  Ineffable  Myjieries^  which 
comprehend  the  Difpojition  of  the  Worlds 

St.   Auflin   relateth    the    Sentiment    of 

Porphyry  J    a    Plafonifi^    ( not    the   famous 

DeCiv.  One;  he  will  come  in  afterwards)  "  that 

Lib.'  lo.  the  Soul    by   certain  T^hevrgigal  Cojfecra- 

Cap.  9.   tions^  which    they  call  Initiations^  is  ren- 

^^pg^*Jo  dered   fit    and    apt  for  the   Reception    of 

Spirits,  and  Angels  y  und  to  fee  the  Gods." 

For  a  particular  Example  we  may  call 
in  Julian,  the  Apofiate,  once  a  LeBurer 
in  the  Chrifian  Church,  who,  like  the 
Methodifis,  fet  up  the  New  Birth  of  the 
Myfleries  Platonic,  againft  that  of  Baptifm; 
and  as  Gregory  Naxianzen  hath  it  in  his 
Firfl  Stelitentic,  "  oppofed  an  execrable 
Initiation  to  the  Chrifiian  Initiation  by 
Baptifm  ; — for  this  he  defcendeth  into  fub~ 
ierranean  Dens  of  Darknefs  to  confult  Dae- 
mons, and  bring  out  Prophecy  -,  where  he  is 

flruck 
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flruck  with  TeiTors^  ilrange  unufual  Sounds ^ 
fiery  SpecfacleSy  many  idle  and  formidable 
Objeds ;  and  this  again  and  again.  What 
Impojlures  and  Delnfiom  were  his  Fate  be- 
fore he  returned,  they  can  tell,  who  are 
initiated  themfelves,  or  initiate  others.  — 
But  he  returns  with  a  ghaftly,  mad  Look, 
as  pojjejjed  by  a  Damon,  This  they  call 
Enthiijiafm,  And  he  was  highly  delighted 
with  his  Tortures  and  Burnings. —  This 
was  not  the  leaft  of  his  Impieties:*  —  ^t.^jj^^"'']"' 
Cyril  alfo  upbraldeth  him  on  the  fame 
Account,  "  as  a  Patron  of  thofe  noSliirnal 
and  immodefi  Myjleries^ 

So  far  concerning   the  Platonijls.     But 

I  have  a  Mind  to  enlarge  a  little,  and  be 

more  particular  about  the  Myjferies,  for  the 

Sake  of  better   Comparifon.     And,  for  the 

fame   Reafon,    I    would  once  mere   juft 

run  over  the  principal  Occurrences  in  the 

Progrefs  cf  Mcthodifm.      "  They   fet  out 

with  triflingly  fuperftitiotis  RuleSy  prepared 

for  great  Things,  and  undergoing  a  Pur^ 

gation,  by  unreafonable  Faftings,   Watch- 

ings,  Mortifications ;  neither  lai/ghingj  nor 

fmilingy    unlefs   compelled  to    it    by   the 

Devil  i    private    Co72fe//ic72Sy    without   any 

Manner  of  Referve  ;  —  pafs  the^^ry  Trial 

of  BlaJphemieSf    L  fidelities    and  Atheifm ; 

are  fmitten  by  the  Devily  or  their  Teachers^ 

with    Falls    to    the    Ground,    Heavings, 

Sweatings,    Roarings,    Shrieks, .  Yellings  ; 

with 
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with  Pains,  Convulfions,  Trepidations^/ 
Terrors,  Madnefs,  Defpair,  Combats  with 
Satafj  y  Deprivation  of  the  SenfeSy  Aftonifli- 
ment,  Amazement  and  Stunning.-^  They 
have  Intervals  and  ViciJ/itudes  of  Light  and 
Darknejs ;  alternate  Rifings  and  FaUings ; 
Spiritual  DejeSfions  and  Defertions,  and 
again  Confolations  and  Prefumptions ;  ride 
triumphantly  with  Chriji  in  his  Chariot^ 
and  then  move  heavily  when  he  taketh 
off  his  Chariot-wheels  j  are  carried  up  to 
HeavetJy  and  down  again  to  Hell.  As  the 
Foundation  of  the  New  Birthy  they  feel 
all  pqffible  AgonieSy  Pangs  and  Tortures  of 
Mind  and  Body  -,  are  in  Helly  or  feel  all 
Hell  within  them.  But  Things  begin  to 
mend  j  they  fall  into  Ecftacies,  Revela- 
tions and  Vifions  j  they  fee  and  hear  dif- 
ferent Sounds  and  Voices,  Apparitions  and 
SpetCtacles  of  Devils  and  Hell-j  and  thefe 
changed  for  Gody  Angelsy  and  Heaven. 
But  going  down  to  Hell  they  conquer 
Satany  and  trample  him  under  Foot ;  *^ 
they  are  fluflied  with  Perfecftion,  AiTu- 
ranees  of  Pardon  and  Salvation  j  become 
canojiizedy  are  plunged  into  Gody  are  all 
God.  Hence  they  juftly  contemn  and  ana- 
thematize all  the  Un?nethodizedy  as  of  a 
mean  and  reprobate  Way  j  with  their  Mo- 
rality they  fink  into  Hell.'' 

Such   is   the  Compofition   of  this  New 
Difpenfation.     And  if  every  Particular  be 

not. 
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not,  ftridlly  /peaking,  a  necejjary  Fart  of 
their  New  Birth  -,    'tis   all  a   p7-elimi7iary 
Introdu^lion^  or  a  Fart  of  the  Methodiji's 
Progrefsj  —  under  the  Dircoiio?!  of  illumi- 
nated and  infpired  Teachers. 

Would  not  this  amaze  any  Perfon,  who 
has  any  Reverence  or  Regard  to  certain  in- 
fpired Writings  J  called   the  Bible  f    With 
what  Face,   or   by    what    Authority,    do 
thefe  bold  Mifcreants   make  thefe  Hellifi 
Horrors  and  Tortures  a  fundamental  Fart 
of  the    Chriftian   Religion  ?    Whence    the 
Prefumption,  or  where  taught  in  the  Bible^ 
that  in  order  to  be  born  again,   "  all  muffc 
pafs  through  thefe  Fangs^  and  God  is  co?n^ 
pelled  to  defert  them,  and  fo  leave  them 
in  Defpair,  Blafphemy^  &c.   And  that  they 
are  to  be  knocked  down,  and  unaccountably 
tormented  by  the   Devil^  or  Man  ?  Where 
-  is  it  required^  (as  furely,    if  necelTary,    it 
would  plainly  and  peremptorily  be)  that 
fuch    Infernal  Seizures    are    the  appointed 
Freparations  for  a  Chrijlian's  Regeneration  ? 
Yes,    they  have   the   Face  even   to  teach 
thisy  and  (as  if  every  one  had  been  fuch  a 
violent  Fo^fecutor,  and  every  one  was  to 
be  converted  in  his  extraordinary  Manner) 
both  Mr.  We/ley  and  Whitefield  have  pro- 
duced   St.    Fatd's    being    ftruck    to    the 
Ground,  and   continuing  three  Days  blind, 
as  being  in  this  Manner,  and  during  this 
Time,    in  the    Fangs  of  the  New  Birth. 
Rr  Where- 
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V/heieas,  it  had  been  much  more  to  their 
Purpofe  to  have  thought  upon,  "  the  fa- 
crificing  of  your  Sons  and  your  Daughters 
unto  Devils,  —  The  Tabernacle  of  your  God- 
Moloch,  to  v»^hom  Children  were  confecrated 
by  paffing  through  the  Fire,  in  the  Valley 
of  Gehenna 'y'  and  which  Devilijh  Sacri-. 
Jice  was  done,  in  order  to  extort  Prophecy 
out  of  the  miferable  Sufferers.  Whence 
making  Children  pafs  through  the  Fire, 
and  ufing  Divination^  are  fo  often  joined 
in  Scripture. 

§.51.  But  I  return  to  the  Heathen  Myf- 
teries,  wherein  the  profound  Secrets  of 
Paganifm  were  couched.  Thefe  Religious 
Ceremonies  were  inftituted  in  Honour  of 
fome  of  their  Gods  and  Godde[jes,  as  Bac-r 
cbus,  Venus,  Cybele,  Hecate,  Ifis,  Sec.  The 
Deities  were  not  fo  much  dijlinci  Per-^ 
fons,  as  paffing  under  different  Names ;  and 
the  Ceremonies  were  very  much  alike.  But 
the  moft  remarkahky  and  which  in  a  Man- 
ner comprized,  and  fwallowed  up  all  the 
refl:,  were  the  Eleuflitian  Myjieries,  facred 
K^a^  Y'  ^^  Ceres  and  Proferpina.  Mr.  War  bur  ton, 
m  his  Divine  Legation,  hath  given  us  a 
large  and  good  Account  of  them ;  and 
could  I  have  procured  Meurfius  de  Eleufi- 
niis^  pQ  Particular  would  have  been  want- 
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But   i  muft  pick  up  the  bed  Helps  I 
Can.     What  gave  Bi?'th  to  the  MyJlerieSy 
which  give  the  N£"jj  Birih  to  the  hiitiated, 
Was   this.     **  Pluto  having  ratified  Fro-   Tull^ 
ferpina^  (luch  A(5tions  being  common  with  4  Verf, 
Heathen  Deities)   carried  her  down  to  -Hi?//, 
through  a  difinal  and  dark  Paff'age,   near 
Syra€ufey    which  grew  afterwards    famous 
for   many    Prodigies  and  Miracles.      Her 
inconfolable  Mother,  Ceres,  ftrolled  about  all 
the  World   in   Qiiefl:   of  her,  and  having 
Information  that  Pluto   had  got  Pojjejfion 
of  her,    and  whirled  her   to   the  Infernal 
Regions,  fhe  lighteth   a   Torch  at  Mount 
/Etna,  (  which  hath   burned  ever   fince ) 
and   plungeth    down    to  fetch    back    her 
Daughter  to  Light  and  Life  j  and  fo  far 
obtains,  that  her  Time  {hould  be  divided 
between  Hell  and  Heaven.'"-—  This  Stor)\ 
with  the  Incidents  and  Event  of  the  Ram- 
hlings  of  the  Goddefs,  was  mimicked  in  the 
Myfieries ;    and    by    Scenical   Machineries 
rcprefented  to  the  Initiated.     "  The  weep-G^'^^Wx^. 
ing  Goddefs  in  the  Courfe  of  her  Ra^bles^"^^^^' 
fat  down  upon  a  Stone,  called  hence  Ttire^oL AniXoph. 
AyeActrc?,  the  Unlaiighing  Stotte.     Thefcus^^"^^^- 
one  of  the  Initiated,  fat  down  upon   thesckoi.^* 
fame,  before  his  Defcent  into  Hell.''     And 
upon  this   Stone,    we   may    fuppofe  Mr. 
tVefley  was   fitting,    in  a    melancholy  Mood,    ' 
when  he  made  that  *'  Solemn  Vow  never 
to  laugh ^  or  even  xofmile  more,"^ 

JKr  2  '    ^     The 
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lihQ  Myfleries  -are  generally  allowed  to 
have  been  a  ainning  Device,  invented  with 
politick  Views  by  Men  fiippofed  to  be  in- 
fpiredy  or  fome  Prophetic  Women  ;  —  fuch 
as  Orpheus,  one  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Myfr 
t cries,  and  Compofer  of  Hymns  for  the  Ufe 
of  the  Initiated ; — or  the  Prophetefs  Sibylla^ 
infpired  by  Apollo,  and  who  JwcWd,  roafd^ 
grew  mady 

jEneidVl.  And  heav'd  impatient  of  th*  incumbent  God, 

She  wa§  Guide  to  JEneas,  prefer ibed  his 
Prayers,  and  'Night ^Sacrifices  of  Lambs y 
&c.  to  Hecate,  the  Furies,  Proferpina  and 
Pluto ;  fhe  condud:ed  him  through  Hoj-rors 
and  Darknefs  to  the  Infernal  Manfions,  and 
brought  him  back  in  Triumph, 

Their  Myjleries  were  divided  into  the 
greater  and  the  lejjer  :  In  the  lefer  (after 
fome  magnificent  Promifes  and  Expedla- 
tions)  the  Votaries,  by  Way  of  Prepara- 
tory  Ceremonies,  were  injoin'd  Fajlitigs, 
Night-watchijig,  ConfiJJion  to  the  Prefident 
of  the  My/kriesj  with  Variety  of  crucia- 
ting  LuJiratio7is.  Thus  qualified,  they 
were  initiated  into  the  greater.  For  thefe, 
they  underwent  more  tremendous  Rites ;  Re- 
prejentations  were  made  to  their  Eyes  and 
Ears,  —  of  Arange  Vifions  and  SpeBacles; 
of  Voices,  Hoivlings  of  Men,  Women,  and 
Children  ;  —  Things  which  caufed  the 
mofb  dfmal  Agonies  of  Body  and  Mind  ; 

Coldnefs, 
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Coldnefsj  Sweats,   Terrors,  Confternation, 
Lofs   of  Senfes,  or   elfe  the  utmoft  Tor- 
tures, Defpair  and  Madnefs.     They  were 
fiirrounded  with  all  the  Liferfial  Appara- 
tus of  Serpents^  Furies^  Devils,  and  Hell. 
—  Recreated  fometimes  with  a  little  Light 
and   Hope-,    Mixtures,    or  Viciffitudes   of 
Light  and  Darknefs,  of  Horrors  and  Com- 
forts :  —  At  length  the  Scenes  are  cha?2ged ; 
Rlyfium  and   Heaven    dance    before    their 
Eyes  J  they   fee,  and  hear,  Gods  and  God- 
deff'es :  —  Then  they  come  out  purified  and 
perfedi ;  regenerated,  and  born  again  j  ex- 
ulting in  a  Security  of  Happinefs  in  hifcy 
and  after  Death  of  afcending  to  Jupiter, 
While  the   No?i-initiated  are   to  be  mife- 
rable  all  their  Days,  and  finally  wallow  in 
Mud  and  Mire,  in  Horror  and  Darknefs, 
and  Tortures,  in  Hell. 

Such  is  the  Nature  and  Procefs  of  the 
Myjieries. 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Warburton  has  hence 
taken  Occaiion  to  make  Mneas^s  Defcent 
into  Hell,  (as  defcribed  by  Virgil)  to  fig- 
nify  nothing  elfe,  but  that  Herd's  Initia- 
tion into  the  Myjieries  j  and  he  hath  work- 
ed up   the   Comparijon    into   a  fur  prizing 
Likenefs.     Antient  Writers,    indeed,     fay,  Hiftrr. 
^h'nt  Hercules,  when  he  was  going  down  q^^^'j";' 
to  Hell,   to  drag  Cerberus  thence,   was  pre- p.  121. 
vioufly  admitted  to  the  Mvfteries  of  Ceres :  ^'°^^^- 
and  that  feveral  others  \^^xz  imtuited,   by  p.  25:— . 

way 
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way  of  Expiation  of  their  Crimes,  before 
their  Defcent  to  thofe  gloomy  Regions. 
But  as  they  exprefsly  fay.  That  they  were 
initiated  into  the  fnialler  Myjieries  only^ 
the  Matter  may  eafily  be  reconciled,  and 
the  Defcent  into  Hell  afterwards  may 
fignify  their  becoming  Epoptce,  or  Initia- 
tion into  the  grand  Myfteries ',  efpeciaily 
as  the  Ceremonies  of  this  latter  were  con- 
cealed as  much  as  poflible,  and  the  Epopta 
were  under  an  Oath  not  to  reveal  the 
Secret. 

I  can  hardly,  I  confefs,  allow  the  Myf- 
teries to  have  been  originally  of  fuch  ari 
innocent  Nature,  and  with  fuch  good  De-^ 
fgny  as  Mr.  Warburton  pleads  for.  But  as 
he  acknowledgeth,  that  "  they  became 
in  time,  and  by  Report  very  early  too, 
horridly  corrupt,  the  Seafon  of  huft  and 
Revenge-/'  there  needs  no  great  Difpute. 
' — As  to  the  "  double  DoBrine  (the  Con* 
fequence  of  Initiation)  faying  one  'Thing 
when  they  thought  another ;  the  external, 
and  internal ;  a  vulgar,  and  a  fecret  one  5 
the  firft  openly  taught,  the  fecond  con- 
fined to  a  jeleB  Number  j"  —  the  Confi- 
deration  of  this  Point  I  leave  to  Mr.  Wefey, 
whom  we  allow  to  be  an  Adept  in  the 
double  Doclrine, 

§.  52.  It  is  not  to  be  expeded  that  my 
hare  Word  fliould  be  taken  by  Mr.  Wefey^ 

whofe 
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vvhofe  oivn  may  fometimes  be  fufpeBed. 
And  therefore  I  fhall  produce  my  Vouchers-, 
as  a  yujiification  of  my  Comparifon  of  the 
Myjleries  with  Methodifm,  and  as  no  bad 
Entertainment  for  the  Reader. 

**  So  much  Honour  was  paid  to  thofeseeGcn- 
who  were  to  be  initiated  into  the  facred^  Mafx. 
Myjleries,  that  it  was  ufual  to  carry  them p  245. 
thither,  and  accompany  them,  in  a  Cha- 
riot."    This  was  to  anfwer  the  Original 
of  the   Myjleries,    Pluto's   whirliog   away 
..Proferpina  in  his  Chariot  to  Hell  j  where 
fhe  was  to  lye-in,  and  bring  forth  future 
Gods.     Thus  in  the  Poet : 

'•^Volucri  fertur  Proferpina  curru,  Proferp, 

.    lib.  2. 

And  Pluto  thus  comforts  her: 

AmiJJ'um  ne  crede  Dietn.     Sunt  altera  nobis 
Sidera  :  [unt  orhes  alii :  lumcnq-,  'videbis 
Purius  J  Elyfumq-,  magis  mirabere  Jolem, 
Cultorrfq-^  Pi  OS. — 

famfelix  oritur  Proles:  jam  l(^ta  Futures 
ExpeBat  Natura  Deos. 

And  thus  in  the  early  Days  of  Methodifm, 
we   find  "  the   Preacher,    and   his  y-ze^f f / 2 Compar. 
I^ambs,  riding  in  their  Lord's  Chariot,   in^" 
his  dear  Arms  j  and  fucking  the  Breafts  of 
his  Conflation,  &c." 

But  it  may  be  fit  to   treat   the  MvJle- 
ries  in  a  more  ferious  Manner.     Accord- 
ingly 
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ingly  let   us   fee   the  very   Words  of  An- 
tiquity. 

Thofe  among  the  Antients^   who  were 

either  ifii ti at e d  mio  the  Myfieries^  or  ap- 

proved  of  them   upon  political  Accounts, 

fpeak  of  them  in  very  high  Terms.    Ifocrates 

Panegyr.  filth,  that  "  Ceres^  after  her  Wanderings 

Ed.steph.in  queft  of  Proferpinay   came   to  Attica -y 

^■"^  ■      and  for  the  Kindneffes  flie  received  (which 

none   but   the   Initiated  muft   hear)  gave 

our  Ancejlors  two  excellent  Gifts ;  Corn; — 

and   the    facred    MyJlerieSy    whereby    the 

Initiat(:d  gain   better    Hopes    as    to  their 

Departure  out   of  Life,    and   Eternity  of 

Phsd.      Duration."  —  Plato  fays,  "  that  whoever 

Serr.  Ed.  jg  j^qj.  {^jitiated  and  liijiratedy  fhall  in  the 

feperate  State   wallow  in   Mire;    but  the 

Initiated  /hall  dwell  with  the  Gods.''  —  A 

Fragment   of  Pindar  ( prefer ved  by  Clem, 

Alexandri?2us)  fpeaketh    of  tlie   Kkiifinian 

Ed  Potter.  jV/yy?f nVi  3  "  Happy  is  the  Man  who  hath 

^■5^  •     feen  the  common  fiibterranean  Myfteries  : 

he  knoweth   the  E?2d  (or   Perfi^ion)  of 

Lije-j    he  knovv'eth   the  Sovereignty  given 

of  God." — Some  of  their  Poets  talk  in  the 

2  Plutarc.  fame  Strain.     "  Thrice  happy  the  Mortals, 

P' 2i>      who,  admitted  to  thefe //wV/Vz/Zo^j,  defcend 

to  Hades.     For  they  only  can  live  there  ; 

all  Evils  belong  to  others."     This  from 

Sophocles. The     comical    Arijlophanes 

(though,  I  fuppofe,  according  to  Cuftom, 
'tis  mere  Ba?2ter)  brings  in  Hercules  telling 

Bacch?(s^ 


Bacchus,  that  **  he  muft  fwim  in  Diri^^n. 
and  Ordure,  where  the  Profane  YiQ -,  but^"*'^^ 
afterwards  fhould  enjoy  divine  Lights,  and 
Myrtle  ^Groves,  and  Women,  and  Mujic, 
Thefe  belong  to  the  Initiated.'*  And  foon 
after  he  introduceth  a  Chorus  of  the  Ini- 
tiated exulting,  "  On  us  only  doth  the 
Orb  of  Day  fliine  benignant  j  we  only  re- 
ceive Pleafure  from  its  Beams." 

And  Cicero,  (who  well   knew   how  to  ^^  ^ 
accommodate  himfelf  to  Times  and  Things)  lib.  2. 
followeth  the  Greeks  in  the   fame   grand  "P-  H* 
Account ;  with  fome  Exception  to  noBur- 
nal  Celebrations, 

This  high  Opinion  of  the  Myfleries  was 
very  far  from  being  general,   or  received 
by  great  and  good  Perfons.     Thofe   great 
Men,    Agefilaus  and  Epaminondas,   would 
not  fubmit  to  an  Initiation.     For  Plutarch,  Plutarc. 
immediately  after  the   Verfes  of  Sophocles'^  ''°^- 
before   cited,    gives   this  Account.     (And 
the  fame  we  have  more  largely  in  the  Life 
of    Diogenes    by    Z).   Laertius.)     **  ThcLaert.  in 
Athenians  afking  Diogenes  to  be  initiated,  Diogen. 
becaufe  fuch  had  the  Precedency  in  a  future  l^^^ 
State  J    he  replied,    '  Ridiculous  Thing  1 
that  Agefilaus  and  Epaminondas  muft  rowl 
in   Dirt  \    and   every    Scoundrel  initiated, 
fuch  as   Patecion  the  Thief  be   happy  in 
the  Elyfian  Fields  J"     Nor   fhall  we  enter- 
tain  the  better  Notion   of  the  Myfieries, 
when  we  find  fo  ijoife  and  good  a  Man  as 
S  f  Socrates 
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Socrates   refufing   Initiation.     For    which 
(though  perhaps  he  had  ftronger)  he  gives 
Lpclan.    th\s  Reafon:    "  \i  \hQ  My  fieri  es  were  bad, 
«p!^2°""   ^^  fljould  not  be  able  to  conceal  the  Secret^ 
but  muft  difcourage  every  one  from  Initia- 
tion ',  and  if  good^  Humanity  would  oblige 
him  to  difcover  it  for  the  public  Benefit ^ 
Vol.  2.    — Plutarch,  m  xh^  DefeB  of  Oracles,  fays, 
p.  417.     <c  Concerning  the  iVi^^r/V^,  in  which  we 
have  all  that  can  be  proved,  either  negatively 
or  affirmatively,    concerning  the  Truth  of 
Damons,    (to  fpeak   with   Herodotus)    let 
me  hold  77iy  Peace,  or  fpeak  nothing  but 
what  \%  favourable.     The  Soletmiities  how- 
ever, wherein  there  are  fuch  Dilacerations, 
Fajlings,  and  Howlings,  and  likewife  flthy 
'Talk,  Madnefs  and  Noife,  atid  JaS^ations  ^ 
I  do  not  apprehend  thefe  to  be  any  Wor- 
iliip  of  the  Gods,  but  inftituted  as  fo  many 
Sweetners    to    appeafe    and    avert    wicked 
Spirits.*'     Upon  which  Dr.  Gale  hath  this 
Remark,    in   his   Notes  upon   Jamblicus: 
Fag.  195.  "  Plutarch,    when  he  was  about  to   de- 
fcribe  the  Frauds  and  Pravity  of  Damons, 
paffeth  by   the   Myjieries  themjehes  (from 
which  he  could  befl  and  moft  plainly  have 
performed   it)  hindered   by   a  fiiperjiitious 
Reverence  ufual  with  the  Greeks.'*     What 
Plutarch   mentions   of   Herodotus  may  be 
feen  in  his  fecond  Book,  where  fpeaking  of 
Edit..      thofe  "  Images  and  Reprefentations,  which 
Gronov.   the  Egyptians  call  MyJterieSy  of  thefe  (fays 
■'  ^  ■  he) 
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he)  '  though  I  know  them  all  very  well^ 
I    fhall    fay  nothing ;  *    or,    *  favour  my 
Words.'     And  concerning   the  Initiations 
ofCeres^  which  are  called  Thefmophoriat  I 
fliall  have  an  equal  Guard  upon  my  Tongue^ 
exxept  as   to  what  may   be  holily  faid  of 
them."     Some  Parts  of  them,    it   feems^ 
were  720t  fo  very  holy,  —  Nor  can  we  fup- 
pofe  that   Ds?nofthenes,    or  the   Generality 
of  the  People  J  thought  highly  of  the  MyflerieSy 
when  pleading  his  Caufe  againji  Efchines, 
in  a  Concourfe  of  almoft  all  Greece,    he 
thus  ridiculeth  his   Adverfary  :     "  WhenDeCoron. 
you  was  grown  up,  you  waited  upon  your 
Mother,  and  read  Books  to  her,  when  fhe 
was  initiating ;    at  Night  putting  Fawn^ 
Jkins  on  the  Initiated,  becoming  their  Cup- 
bearer,    lujlrating  their   Bodies,     rubbing 
them  with  Dirt  and  Bran ;  and  after  this 
Purijication,    ordering    them    to  exclaim, 
*  /  have  fled  from  the  Evil,  I  have  fund 
the  Good;'  proud  that  none  could  howl  fo 
well    as    yourfelf.  -— —  After   this,    who 
would  not  blefs  Efchines,  and  efteem  him 
happy  V 

But  whether  the   Myfteries  were  good, 
or  bad.  Authors  are  pretty  well  agreed  as 
to  the  preparatory  Ceremonies,  and  Manner 
of  Initiation :   whereby  they  were  to  i?f- 
prejent,  and  Aci  over  again,   the  ASlions 
and  Pafjions    of  the    Deities,    for   whofe 
Honour  the  Myfieries  were  inftituted.     As 
•tp  any  real  Good,    it  might,    for  v^^hat  I 
S  f  2  knowj 
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know,  be  as  great,  as  what  hath  been 
cfFeded  by  Free  Mafons^  or  Free  Methodijis, 
Something  bad  will  appear  prefently.  — - 
But  let  us  confider  the  preparatory  Rites. 

That  Initiation  might  feem  a  venerable 

and  jolemn    Thing,    the    Devotees    were 

taught  to  qualify  themfelves  by  Prayer  to 

the    Damons^    Fajiings^    Watchings,    Con-- 

fejjion  to  the  Priejly  and  other  Lujirations. 

The-    We  read  in  Plutarch^  "  that  Fajiing  is  to 

"*^^°'-  precede  the  Myfieries  of  Ceresr     And  that 

2  vol.      Conjejfion  was  required; — '■^Antalcidas  being 

P-  217'     examined  by  the  Priejly    in  order  to  his 

Initiation^    what  grievous  Crimes  he   had 

committed,    made   Anfwer,    '  If  I   have 

been  guilty  of  any  fuch  Crime,  the  Gods 

know  it  already.'' 

The  Confejfion  was  a  Trick  of  the  Majiers 

of  the  Ceremonies  to  get  the  People  under 

their  Girdle.     But  the  Fajiing  and  Watch" 

ing  were  to  correfpond  to  the  Sufferings  of 

Caliimac.  Ceres  'y  "  who  neither  eat,  nor  dranky  nor 

^y^-'^^Jlept,  nor  wafied;  but  fat  upon  the  Ground 

fqiialid  and  dryy  and  crying,  till  flie  heard 

of  her   Daughter."     See  her  Story,    and 

how  i\^t  came  hence  to  be  called  the  Faji^ 

ing  Goddejsy  in  the  Scholia  upon  Nicander. 

Aiexi  h  ^^  ^"^  ^^^  ^^  Diodorus  SiculuSy  a  Quo- 
Gorrai.  taticn  from  CarcinuSy  an  old  Poet,  "  that 
p.  136,  while  her  Myjleries  were  celebrating,  the 
City  kept  a  Fajl.'"  So  fays  Arijlophanes, 
Avef.       «  i^  tjjjg  Celebration  we  are  ufed  to  Faft." 
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The  fame  in  Flutarch,  Pag.  378  5  where 
'tis  added,  "  This  is  called  the  forrmvful 
Fejiival,  becaufeof  the  great  Grief  of  Ceres 
for  her  Daughter's  going  to  Hell^ 

Orpheus^  a  Sort  of  Magical  PraBitioner,  Paufan. 
and  Father  of  the  Myjleries^  introduced  ^'^- 9- 
ExpiationSy  Lujirations,  &c.  for  wicked 
Adiions,  as  well  as  extraordinary  Cures  of 
Diftempers,  and  Appeafements  of  divine 
Wrath,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Initiated, 
Whence  we  read  of  fo  many  Perfons, 
guilty  of  Murder,  &c.  defiring  to  be 
initiated',  either  as  a  Pretence  of  their 
Innocency,  or  Expiation^  or  Cover  of  their 
Crimes, 

How  horrible  the  Procefs  was  in  thefe 
Methodijl'hke  hjitiations,  will  appear  from 
the  following  Accounts  of  their  Tortures^ 
terrors,  Vicijjitiides,  Regeneration,  and 
fomething  tending  to  Generation. 

Stobceus  citeth,  from  Themijlius,  two 
ftrong  Paffages.  "  The  Perfon  to  be 
initiated,  in  his  firft  Entrance,  was  feized 
with  Horror,  ajionijhing  Dizzinefs^  Anxiety, 
and  Dijlrefs  of  all  Kijjds,  unable  to  /la7jd, 
or  find  any  Way  to  extricate  himfejf.  But 
when  the  Prophet  openeth  the  Porch  of 
the  Temple,  wipeth  and  adorneth  the  Image, 
and  fheweth  it  to  the  Candidate  for  Ini- 
tiation, fhining  with  a  divine  Brightnefs ; 
all  Cloud  and  Obfcurity  were  intirely  dif- 
perfed.     And   Mind   (O  Na?)    broke   out 

from 
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from  the  Depth,  full  of  Light  mid  Blaze, 
inftcad  of  the  former  Darknefs."  The 
other  PafTage  is  brought  by  Mr.  Wcirburton, 
whofe  TranJIation  I  am  glad  to  borrow. 
Towards  Initiation y  "  The  firfl  Stage  is 
nothing  but  Errors  and  Uncertainties, 
laborious  Wanderings  j  a  rude  and  fearful 
March  through  Night  and  Darknefs.  And 
now  arrived  on  the  Verge  of  Deaths  and 
Initiation,  every  Thing  wears  a  dreadful 
AfpeB.  It  is  all  Horror,  Tremblijtg, 
Sweating,  and  Affrightment,  But  this 
Scene  once  paft,  a  miraculous  and  divine 
Light  difclofes  itfelf  j  and  fhining  Plains, 
and  flowery  Meadows  open  on  all  Hands 
before  them.  Here  they  are  entertained 
with  Hymns  and  Chorus's,  with  the  fub»- 
lime  Dodrines  of  facred  Knowledge,  and 
with  reverend  and  holy  Vifions,  And  now 
become  perfedf,  initiated,  and  free,  they 
are  no  longer  under  Rejiraijtts -,  but  crowned 
and  triumphant  they  walk  up  and  down 
the  Regions  of  the  Blcfed,  &c. "  Mr. 
Warburton  brings  another  Paflage  from 
Troches :  *'  In  the  Celebration  of  the  Myf- 
feries  it  is  faid,  that  the  Initiated  meet 
with  many  Things  of  'multiform  Shapes 
and  Species,  prefiguring  the  firfl:  Genera- 
Apolion.  tion  of  the  Gods.  *  Medea,  in  the  utmoll 
jfj;-°"^^"''Diftrers,  drives  to  the  Temple  of  Hecate  ^ 
verf.859-and  having  purified  herfelf,  calls  upon 
Britno,    the  night-wandering,   fubterranean 

GoddefSf 
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Goddefs,  ^een  of  Hell."  Upon  which  the 
Scholiaji  fays  j  that  Troferpina  is  called  fo, 
as  being  the  terrifying  and  afionipding 
Di^mcny  and  fending  thofe  Apparitions 
termed  Hecatea  ;  which,  as  they  often 
change  their  Form,  occafion  her  being 
called  Empufa,  i.  e.  the  SpeBre^  or  Hob- 
goblin. "  Accordingly  Mr.  JVar  burton 
rightly  obferves,  that  *  when  the  Shews  were 
reprefented,  Proferpine  alone  prefided.'— 
This  eminent  Writer  will,  I  doubt  not, 
excufe  me,  if  I  tranfcribe  more  from  his 
Booky  on  this  Article  ^ — though  we  fliould 
happen  to  differ  in  our  Sentiments,  as  to 
07ie  Point. 

"  So  Prochis :    *  In  the  holy  My/leries,^^^^^' 
"  before  the  Scene  of  the  Myflic  Vifiom^^-  *97-*' 
"  there  is  a  Terror  infufed  over  the  Minds 
*'  of  the  Initiated.^     And  we  prefently  fee 
**  what  occafioned  it.     For  /Eneas  is  now 
**  engaged  among  all  the  real   and  imagi- 
*'  nary  Evils  of  Life ;    all  the  Difeafes  of 
*'  Mind  and  Body  ;  all  the  Terribiles  vifu 
**  forma ;   the  Centaurs^    Scyllc^y  Chimcera^ 
**  GorgojjSj    and  Harpies.     And  thefe  are 
*'  they   which   Plctho   calls   aXAojcoro,   raj 
**  jtAop(pot5  (pcLfyi^arccL,  as  feen  in  the  Entrance 
**  of  the  Myjleries. — Mneas  then,  with  his 
"  Giiide^  walks  in  the  Night  through  the 
"  Jhadowy  Kingdom  of  Pluto. — When  hep.  207; 
"  comes  to  Purgatory^  prefently  Cries  and 
[\  Lamentations  wer^  heard-,    which  Pro- 

"  clus 
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"  clus  tells  us  were  heard  in  the  Myfleries. 

1  ft  Edit.  "  — He  comes  now  to  the  Confines  of  Tar- 

P-2JS-  *'  tarus-y — where  Rhadamanthis  [the  Fa* 
"  ther  Confejjor\  extorts  a  Confejjion  of  all 

P.  217.  "  Crimes. — One  Species  jS.  Offenders  are 
"  the  Invaders  and  Violdwrs  of  the  holy 

F.  219— .  "  Myfleries. — Ariftides  exprefsly  tells  us, 
*'  that  no  where  were  more  afloniflnng 
*'  Words  Jung  than  in  thefe  Myfleries,  His 
"  Reafon  is,  that  the  Sounds  and  Sights 
"  might  mutually  affift  each  other  in 
**  making  an  Impreflion  on  the  Minds   of 

P.  220.  "  the  Initiated, — At  length  he  arrives  at 
•*  the  Borders  of  Elyflum  J — here  he  under- 
"  goes  the  Luflration  j  and  then  enters 
"  into  the  Abodes  of  the  Blefled, — And  this 
"  Siicceffton^  from  Tartarus  to  Ely/iumy 
"  makes  Ariftides  call  thofe  Rites  moft 
* '  horrible  y  and  yet  moft  raviftnngly  pie  a f ant, "^  * 
This  laft  Expreffion  recalls  to  mind  that 

sJourn,  ^^  ■^•^^-  W'^fl^f^  Initiated:  "  A  Flame 
p.  19.  kindled  in  my  Heart,  with  Fains  fo  vio- 
lent^ and  yet  fo  very  ravift^ing^  that  my 
JBody  was  almoft  torn  afunder, — I  Jweated, 
I  trembled.  I  fainted,  I  fang,"  And  in 
Truth,  the  Man  muft  be  blind,  v/ho  can't 
fee  the  whole  of  this  fhifting  Machinery 
in  the  Myfleries^  employed  in  the  Initiation 
of  the  Methodifls, 

The  Terrors  of  Initiation  were  fo  emi- 
nent, that  they  became  proverbial-,  and 
every  Thing  dark^  difmal,  and  trem^ndous^ 

was 
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was  compared  to  the  Myjieries.  Nor 
would  the  Punifhments  and  Torments 
have  been  fupportable^  had  they  not  been 
relieved  by  fuch  Alternations^  as  Dion 
Chryfojlome  relates;  "  When  one  leads  aWarburt. 
Greeks  or  Barbarian^  to  be  initiated  in  aP'  ^56- 
certain  myftic  Dome^  he  fees  many  myflic 
Sights,  and  hears  in  the  fame  Manner  a 
Multitude  of  Voices  y  Darknefs  and  Light 
alternately  aifedt  his  Senfes ;  and  a  Thou- 
fand  other  uncommon  Things  prefent 
themfelves  before  him."  The  fame  muft 
have  been  the  Sufferings  of  Mr.  Weflefs 
Fatients  ;  horrible,  as  he  defcribes  them, 
and  intolerable,  beyond  Expreffion,  or 
Conception,  Vv^ere  it  not  for  the  like  Vi' 
ciffitiides ;  and  efpecially  as  the  Scene  was 
at  length  totally  changed  ;  "  the  Confines 
of  Death  fucceeded  by  the  New  Birth, 
Devils  by  Angels  and  God,  and  Hell  by 
Heaven.'' 

Lamentable,  however,  were  the  Effe5is 
of   the    Myfterics   upon   People's   Minds  j 
*'  filling,  as  Plutarch  writes,  many  Thou- 2  Vol 
fands   with    Defpondency    and  DefpairJ" — ^'  ^'* 
How  the  Metbodifis  have  been  puflied  into 
this  Gulph,  we  have  already  feen. 

That  Madnefs  too,  which  hath  appeared 
to  have  been  caufed  by  Mcthodijm,  was 
either  real,  or  ivell  a5led  by  the  Initiated 
of  old;  and  this  in  Imitation  of  Ceres ^ 
who  was  drove  to  thefe  Extremities  upon 
T  t  the 
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the   wfernal  Seizure  of  Froferpina.     We 

2  VoU      have   a  Figure  in  Spanheinis  Obfervations 

^'   "  '     on   Cdlimachiis^  (  taken  from   a  Statue  in 

//j/xj  very    expreffively    rcprefenting    the 

s  Goddcfs  in  the  Height  of  Sorrow^  JJcfpair, 

and  Madnefs.      Which    anfwers    well   to 

ibme   of    Mr.   V/eJlefs  own   Sufferers^    as 

himfelf    defcribes  them ;    and   may   ferve 

tor  a  Frontifpiece  to  his  next  JouniaL 

Ally    however,    is    not    fo    dreary  and 
dreadjid.     Ceres  herfelf,   though  feeming- 
ly  inconfolahle^  was  capable  of  Comfort  and 
Exhilaration  :    of  which  we  have  an  Ac- 
count in  two  Particulars ;  which  provoked- 
her  to  Drink y  and  to  Laugh.     Apollodoria 
(Lib.  I.    Cap.  5.)    acquaints  us,    that  in 
Hhlor.     her  Peregrination,  "  fhe  was  provoked  to 
.^oetic.      J^aiighter  by  fome  loofe  and  fcurrilous  Talk 
of  an  old  Woman '^  whence  arofe  the  Prac- 
tice of  fuch  fcurrilous  Jokes  among  the 
V/omen  in  the  Myjleries.'"     And  Nicandery 
Gorrxi     ju     his    Alcxipharmics,     mentions    "  the 
Kdic.       pfingled  Cup  (Kujceojvot.)  which  the  Goddejs 
^'  '^'^'  '  drank,  after  being  forced  into  a  Laugh  by 
the  idle  Prate  of  one  fambe^     See  the 
Scholia.^ — We  have  too   the  Authority  of 
Lib- 5-     Diodorus  Sicuhis :    "  In  the  Celebration  of 
^■^  ^'     the  Myfteries  of  Ceres^    'tis   a   Ciiftom  to 
entertain  one  another  with  filthy   Conver- 
fation ;  becaufe  the  forrowful  Goddejs  was 
provoked  to  Laughter  by  okfiene  'Talk'" 

The 
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•The  other  Circumftance,  llill  more 
abominably  Jilthy  and  obfceney  I  (hall  men- 
tion prefentiy.  In  the  mean  Time  it  may 
be  remembered,  that  thefe  My  [levies  were 
(for  the  mojl  'Part)  celebrated  in  \\\q  Nighty 
as  caufing  the  greater  Horror  and  Venera- 
tion :- — and  that  fome  Part  o-f  the  MyfierieSy 
the  Grand  Secret,  was  kept  under  the  Seal 
of  the  moft  religious  Silence,  and  that  by 
afokinn  Oath.  But  (as  in  fuch  Cafes  there 
is  generally  a  Reafon  given,  and  a  true 
Reafon)  we  may  believe  the  true  Reafon 
was — to  cover  Shame. 

But  for  Illujiration  and  Confirmation  of 
what  concerns  the  Myjieries^  I  muft  intreat 
Room  for  a  fpecial  Exa?jiple  j  that  of  Apu- 
leiusj  the  famous  magical  Debauchee,  who 
gives  an  Account  of  his  own  hiitiation. 
•'  In  hopes  of  ending  my  Miferies,  I  de-Metnm. 
termined  to  apply  to  the  Prefence  of  the^^^-  2- 
Goddejs  ;  and  having  purified  my felf  feven 
Times,  I  prayed,  *  O  divine  Ceres ^  who 
inhabiteft  Eleufis -^ — and  thou  Proferpina, 
dreadful  in  noBurnal  Howlings,  potent  to 
reftrain  the  jifaults  of  Spekres,  &c. " 
[Then  he  relates  his  frightfully-pkafimt 
Dream,  imaging  out  the  Myfteries -,  and 
defires  to  be  fet  at  Liberty  from  the  Shape 
of  an  Afs,  into  which  he  had,  by  Sorcery^ 
been  transformed.  ]  "  The  Goddefs  ap^ 
peared,  and  faid^  *  Go,  kifs  the  Hand  of 
the  Prirjf,  «nd  put  off  that  deteftable  Skin. 
T  t  2  Nor 
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Nor  fear  any  of  my  Operations  to  be  diji^ 
cult.  Among  my  chearfiil  Ceremonies^  mid 
plcafant  Sights,  none  fhall  abhor  that  De- 
formity which  you  now  wear;  or  mali" 
cicufiy  interpret  the  new  Form  you  are  to 
allume.  And  remember,  you  are  engaged 
to  me  for  Life.  For  live  you  fhall,  happy 
and  glorious 'y  and  when  you  die,  and  de- 
fcend  to  the  Regions  below,  you  (hall  in- 
habit Elyfoum  ;  and  fhall  adore  me,  whom 
you  now  fee,  foining  through  acherontic 
Darknefs.'' — "  Awaked  out  of  this  Dream, 
I  arife  full  of  Fear,  and  yoy,  and  profufe 
Sweat ;  and  purify  myfelf  again.  —  And 
(after  a  Sight  of  feveral  ridiculous  Figures) 
the  peculiar  Fomp  of  the  faving  Goddefs 
began  ;  and  the  whole  Society  of  Initiated y 
Perfons  of  both  Sexes  and  all  Ages,  came 
together.  Soon  after  the  Gods  pafs  in 
Preview,  condefcending  to  walk  with  human 
Feet :  Gods  coelejiial  and  infernal ;  or  change 
ing-  their  Forms  from  one  to  the  other. — 
Among  the  Initiated,  one  carries  in  his 
happy  Bofom  an  Ffjigies  of  a  Deity,  of  a 
jirange  Form,  but  venerable  for  its  fubtle 
Invention  and  Novelty^  and  to  be  kept  with 
a  profound  and  religious  Silence.  —  And  lo ! 
the  Benefits  promifed  by  the  Goddefs  attend 
me;  and  the  Prieji  brings  my  Safety^ 
with  a  Crown  in  his  right  Hand.  I  was 
overflowed  with  Joy,  but  would  not  be 
too  noiff,  for  fear  of  difturbing  the  Af- 
.     .  fembly : 
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fembly  :   but  greedily  devoured  the  Crown. 
Immediately  my  deformed  ajinine  Face  Jlips 
off'y    every  Part  of  the  Beaji  goes  away ; 
and,    what    chiefly    troubled   me   before, 
zny  Tail  no   more   appeared.      The  People 
wonder ;  the  Religious  revere  fiicb  an  evi- 
dent  Miracle^    and  eafy   Renovation;    and 
with   one  Voice   atteil:   fuch  an  illujlrious 
Favour  of  the  Goddejs.     But  I  ftood  filent 
and  aJioni/Joed ',  unable  to  comprehend  my 
Joy,    or  in  what  Words  my  new   Voice, 
my  Tongue  born  again,  fhould  thank  the 
Goddejs.      But   the   Priejl,    being    divinely 
infpired,  ordered  a  Sbirt  to  be  brought  to 
cover  me,  and  other  Garments.     Then  he 
faid,  *  Here  is  an  End  of  thy  Calamities. 
Thy  former  Birth,  Dignity,  or  Learningy 
have  profited  thee  nothing.     Come,  attend 
th^faving  Goddefs  with  Triumphant  Steps. 
Let  the  Profane  fee  j  let  them  fee,  and  ac- 
knowledge their  Error.     But  you,    Lucius, 
though   now  fit  free,    continue  fieady  to 
cur  Society,    and  Worfbip  of  the  Goddefs  : 
then  you  fliall  better  feel  the  Fruits  of  your 
Liberty.'     Thus  fpoke  the  prophetic  Prieji, 
fatigued  and  out  of  Breath,  and  then  held 
his   Peace.  —  I  \s^zivci^  famous  :   all   pro- 
nounced me  thrice  happy,  whom  the  Power 
of  the   Deity  had  reformed  into  a  Man ; 
and  Vv'ho,    for  his  Probity  and  Goodnefs, 
had  deferved  to  be  born  again,    and  im- 
mediately efpoifed  to  the  [acred  Rit^s. — And 

my 
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my  Relations  haften  to  enjoy  my  Eight, 
and  divine  Return  from  Hell. — After  this 
I  defired  to  be  ifiitiated  in  Form  into  the 
Secrets  of  the  holy  Night.  But  the  Priejl 
directed  me  to  wait  the  Call  of  the  Goddefs, 
who  eledied  whom  flie  thought  fit,  brought 
them  to  a  new  Birth,  and  reflored  them  to 
the  Courfe  of  a  new  Life. — At  length  the 
^ime  came.  I  was  carried  to  the  Confines 
of  Death,  trod  the  T^hrefsold  of  Proferpina, 
and  returned  back.  I  faw  the  Sun  fhining 
in  the  Middle  of  the  Night  j  and  was 
among  Gods  coeleftial^  and  Gods  infernal. 
Lo !  I  have  related  what  you  have  heard^ 
but  can't  underfiajid.  Nor  will  I  relate 
any  Thing,  but  what  is  allowed,  to  pro^ 
fane  Minds.  I  was  adorned  in  what  is 
called  the  Olympiac  Stole;  had  a  Crown 
fet  on  my  Head ;  enjoyed  a  moft  facetious 
Pintertainment,  &c.  till  the  Myfiery-Birth 
was  completely  ended.  Soon  after,  by 
the  InfiinB  of  the  Goddefs,  I  took  Shipping, 
and  went  away  to  Rome,  that  holy  City'* 
So  much  is  an  Extra5l  from  Apuleius. 

The  Myfieries  were  early  brought  into 
ancient  Etj-uria  (now  T^ufcany)  from  Mgypt 
or  Greece :  and  were  celebrated  in  great 
Conformity  to  Methodijm.  Of  which  we 
might  give  Proof  from  that  learned  Work 
of  Gorius,  Miff^um  Rtrujcum.  I  fhall 
Muf.  juft  touch  upon  a  few  Particulars.  "  A 
?^'^"^^-  .  certain 


(  327  ) 
certain    great   Secret    belonged   to  them, 
which   the   Myftce   were  fworn  never    to 
reveal.     The  Secret  was  carried  (by  Virgi?7S 
generally)  in  a  little  Chefi^  which  contained 
the  filent  and  myjierious  Fearfiilnejs. — Or- 
phetiSj  Hercules^   Ulyd'es,    and    otiiers    were 
initiated^  as  believing  they  fliould  become 
thereby  jujier^    and    more  holy ;    have  the 
Prcfence  of  the  Gods,  and  be  finally  happy. 
But   firft    they    mull:  go  through   diverle 
Luflratiofts ;  they  were  to  make  full  Con- 
fefjion  of  whatever  they  had  done,  faid,  or 
thought ;  and  were  tied  to  a  Wheel^  either 
as  an   'Emblem  of  extorted  ConfeJJion^  or  of 
the  Tortures  they  were  to  undergo  in  Ini- 
tiation :  —  in   which  Ceremony  the  Furies 
appeared   with  their  hijfing  Serpents^    and 
other  MonfierSy  threatening  terrible  Things. 
This  was   tranfacfled    in    a    difmal,    dark 
Cavern.      After   Variety    of   FunifhmentSy 
they  had  gayer  FrofpeSls ;  and  were  told, 
they  were  regenerated^  and  fhould  live  for 
ever.     They  were  carried  to  the  Myfteries 
in  Chariots,  and  after  Initiation  placed  up- 
on a  Throne''     With  much  more  to  this 
Purpofe.     One  may  add  fome  ancient  In- 
fcriptions  on   the   Monuments    of  initiated 
Heathens.     "  In  cetertum  Renatus,  G?r.  "^tert. 
In  order  to  effedt  this  Neiv  Birth,  "  it  is  '^^"^t. 
remarkable    (  faith    Mr.   IVarburton  from     *^^* 
Eufebius )  that  the  Mvfiagogiie  [Chief  Friefi 
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of  the  Myfleries)  was  habited  like  the  Crea^ 
tor.'*  What  Sort  of  Habit  this  might 
'  be,  I  can't  fay.  But  furely  Mr.  W^ey 
mufl:  prodigiouily  plume  himfelf,  and  ap- 
pear divinely  magnificent  in  fuch  an  Ac- 
coutrement,— The  Myjlagogiie  had  a  farther 
Office,  that  of  fieiving  and  explatJiing  the 
MyfterieSy  and  all  the  Reprefentations  that 
pafTed  in  the  Initiating  Ceremony^  and  was 
thence  called  Hierophanta-,  which  O^ce 
5Journ.  we  find  Mr.  Wefley  performing,  when, 
p.  82,91.  upon  a  particular  Examination  of  what  his 
Initiated  had  fuffcred,  ^c,  he  fo  nicely 
explaineth  what  Appearances  were  from 
God^  and  what  from  Satan. 

Of  one  Thing  more  it  may  be  proper 
to  remind  the  Methcdijls.  Vi?^gil  tells  us, 
that  "  afcer  Mneas  had  been  fo  well  con- 
duced and  injlri{5fedj  had  received  fo  many 
glorious  PrediBions  and  PromifeSy  and  feen 
fuch  rare  Sheivs  in  Elyfu?n ; — both  he,  and 
bis  Guide y  came  out  at  laft  through  the 
Poojy  Gate-,  through  which  the  Gods 
below  fend  up  vain  and  delufive  Pir earns" — 
Let  Mr.  Wefley^  aiid  his  Initiated^  beware 
Qy  Fallacy  in  the  End. — 
ill.  Book.  Milton  makes  Satan,  in  his  Wanderings, 
474—.  find  out  a  Place  called  The  Limbo  of  Vanity ^ 
or  Paradife  of  Fools -j  to  which  ftraggle 
IdiotSy  EremitcSy  and  Friars,  with  all  their 
'Trumpery.     They  think  they  are  at  Hea^ 

ven's 
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ven's  GafeSj  and  cliat  St.  Pcfer  ftands  ready 
with  his  Keys. 

TFhen  h  ! 

A  violent  Crofs-Wind^  from  either  Coafi, 

Bbivs  them  trcnfvcrfe  ten  thoiifand  Leagues  awryy 

Into  the  devious  Air.     Then  might  you  fee 

Cozuls,  Hoods^  and  Habits  with  their  fVearers  tofiy 

And  flutter'' d  into  Rags  j  then  Relics^  Beads, 

Indulgences,  Difpenfes,  Pardons,    Bulls, 

The  Sport  of  JVinds. 

And  'tis  well,  \{ Dealings,  Appeals,  ^oiimalsy 
modern  Prophecies  and  Injpiratioiis,  with 
thofe  of  the  old  Sybil,  incur  not  the  fame 
Fate; 

Ne  turbaia  volent  rapidis  ludibria  ventis, 

§.53.  But  I  mentioned  fome  Circum- 
flances  in  the  Myjieries,  abominably  objbene. 
and  profane.  For  whatever  the  Deities, 
to  whom  the  Myjieries  were  conjecrated, 
did  or  fuffer'dj — all  was  to  \^q  figured  out, 
and  aBed  over  again,  in  the  Myjieries  them- 
fehes. — Things  indeed  not  to  be  named', 
and  yet  the  Wickednefs  of  which  ought  not 
to  be  concealed:  —  Things  fo  fcandalous  and 
infamous,  that  even  in  the  old  Times  of 
Heathenifm,  the  Play-JVrights  often  lay 
their  Scenes  of  Debauchery  in  the  Myfieries : 
and  Htfiorians  fupply  us  with  many  Ac- 
counts of  Lewdncjs  committed  there,  yu~ 
venal  fays, 

Nota  Bones  Secreta  Deee. Sat.  6. 

Ifiacce  Sacraria  Le?iee.  ^*5'  '^^^' 

U  u  — Hence 
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/chorn.    — HcHce  Arijiophaiies  in  fuch  a  free  Man- 

5j.  ',f*     ner  exagitates  the  iriyfterious  SoIe?nnities^  the 

Aa.  3.     horrible  Secrets  attending  them,    and  itri' 

^'^'  3"      pudent  Figures.       And,   if  his  Words  are 

not  clear  enough,  the  Scholia  will  fuffici- 

ently   explain   them.      His  yoimg^    tender 

Pigs^  facrijiced    in    the   MyJierieSy  are  in 

Thefmop.  Truth  the  Male  and  Female  Parts  :    and 

V.  :9i— .  his  Hcney-cakes  offered  to  Ceres  aiid  Profer^ 

pinay    which    were    carried    in   the   little 

CheflSy  were  made  up  in  thofe  Shapes. 

The   Impurities  of  this  Society  will  be 
more  evident,  by  turning  to  the  Fathers^ 
and    other     Ecclejiajlical    Writers.       My 
Vouchers  here  are  many  and  plain ;  but  I 
confine  myfelf  to  a  few :    And,    not  pro- 
ducing fuch  as  fpeak  of  them  in  general, 
as  iinmodefiy  diabolical,  &c.  (hall  ftick  to  a 
particular  Cafe. 
AJverf.         Tertullian  fays,  "  As  to  the  Superflltion 
cnp'T"     °^  ^^  Eleiijinian  Myfieries,  what  they  con-^ 
ceal  is  the  Shame  of  them.     Therefore  they 
make  the  Admijjion  torturous,  take  Time 
in  the  Initiation,  fet  a  Seal  on  the  Tongue, 
and  inffrudl  the  Fpoptce  for  five  Years,  to 
ralfe  a  high    Opinion  of  them   by  Delay 
and  ExpeSfation.     But  all  the  Divinity  in 
the  jacred  Domes,  the  Whole  of  what  they 
afpire  to,  what  fealeth  the  Tongue,  is  this ; 
— — Simulacrum  membri  Firilis  revelcitur. 
But,   for  a  Cover  of  their  Sacrilege,  they 

pretend 
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pretend  thefe   Figures  are  only  a  myjlical 
Keprefentation  cf  venerable  Nature." 

The  original  Reafon  of  fuch  Figures 
being  expofed  to  View,  and  had  in  Vene- 
ration, in  the  Myjieries^  we  learn  from 
others.  Clefnem  Alexandrinus  giveth  a  full 
Account  of  this  Religion  of  the  Myjlerics, 
too  prolix  to  be  tranfcribed  5  —  *'  Of  their  probrept. 
w/V/^^^  Inftitution,  Cruelty,  Stupidity,  Mad-^^?  2. 
nefs,  making  Goddejjes  of  Harlots,  corrupt- 
ing Mankind  :  —  the  Myjleries  of  Ceres  are 
nothing   but  Reprefentations    of    incejiucus 

Deities : their  ridiculous  Exclafnations 

upon  Admifjion  were,  '  I  have  eat  out  of 
the   Timbrel,    I  have  drank    out    of    the 
Cymbal,  I  have  carried  the  Cheji,    I  have 
crept   into   the  fecret  Chamber. '       In  the 
Cheft    Fudcndum  Bacchi  inclufum  erat. — 
Cijla?n  et  veretriim  nova  Religione  coknda  tra- 
dunt. — -It  is  a  Shame  to  mention  the  filthy 
Circumftances  in  the  Story  of  Ceres.     In 
her  Wanderings,    fl^ie  was  entertained  by 
one    Baubo;    who   finding   (lie   could  not 
make  the  Goddcfs   drink,    reduSfis  vcflibus 
occultas  corporis  partes  Divcv  oculis  cbjicit : 
with  which  Spedacle  the  Goddcfs  was  fo 
delighted,  that  (lie  drank  immediately,  and 
burft  out  a  laughing.     Thefe  are  the  fecret 
Myfleries  ;    which   Orpheus   alfo    injoi ned, 
whofe  Verfes  on  that  Occafion  I  will  re- 
cite."    [The  obfcene  Verfes  mav   there  be 
feen.]     "  The  common  Sign  and  Symbol 
U  u  2  of 
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of  the  Initiated  is ;    *  I  have  fajled,  I  have 
drank  of  the  mingled  Cup;    I  have  taken 
fomething  from  the  Chejl  \   making  Ufe  of 
it,  I  have  put  it  into  the  Bajket,  and  from 
the  Bajket  replaced  it  in  the  Cheji'     Egre- 
gious Spedacles !   and  efpecially  becoming 
a  Goddtfs :  Worthy  of  Darknefs  and  Fire  ; 
worthy  of  the  Grecians,  who  hereby  are 
to  be  happy  after  Death,  beyond  all  Hope 
and  Expectation.     Heraclitus,  the  Ephejian, 
calls  fuch  PerfonSj  '  IS! ight -rovers.  Magi- 
cians, Bacchi?tals,  Myjiics.' — What  People 
call  the  Myjleries,  have  thefe  tmholy  Rites 
of  Initiation, — Impudent  Wordiip  of  what 

Lib.  5.  ought  not  to  be  named,  ^V."  Armbiiis 
hath  the  fame  Account  i  with  fome  other 
Circumftances,  too  indecent  to  be  men- 
tioned, which  were  the  Foundation  of  the 
Myjleries,    and  put   in   PraBice   in    their 

Sr.elet.  I.  Celebration. — - — Gregory  Nazianzen  tells, 
how  Ceres  herfelf  followed  the  Example 
of  Batibo : 

*'  '  Q,^  giTTacra,  ©ea,   Joisj  oCvtavptro  fJ-YipaS' 
Hcsc  uhi  fata  Tie  a  ejl,  cox  am  detexit  uframq-. 

This  was  to  inflame  her  Admirers :  and 
thefe  Things  are  even  now  obferved  in 
the  Initiations.'' — And,  in  the  fame  Ora- 
tion, he  takes  Notice,  "  of  eighty  Degrees 
and  Kinds  of  preparatory  FuJiiJhments^  and 
Triahy  which  the  Candidates  were  to  go 

through. 
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through,  before  they  could  htcomt  perfcl^, 
and  of  the  Number  of  the  Epoptce^  who 
were   to  fee  all''      Whether  Mr.   Wejley i  joum. 
may  allude  to  anv  fuch  i?ulece7it  Sights  inP-5'- 
the  Variety  of  Tumblings  and  Agitations  in 
his   AjjemblieSy    I  can't   fay.     His  Words 
are  thefe  ;  and  the  emphatical  ones  in  Italics^ 
as   here    fubjoined.     "  One  had    run  out 
of  the  Society  in  all  Hafte,  that  fJje  might 
not  expofe  herfelf. — The  fame  Olfence  was  p.  64. 
given  in  the  Evening.     The  firft  that  was 
deeply   touched    Vv^as   L —   W- — ,     whofe 
Mother  had  been  not  a  little  difpleafed  a 
Day  or  two   before,  when   flie  was  told, 
that  her  Daughter  Iiad  expofed  herfelf  be- 
fore all  the  Congregation."     He,  and   the 

other  SpcBators,  know  beft. Such  are 

their 

Fefta  infejla  Deo^  Divumq-y  Sacerrima  Sacra, 
Infejled  Feafls,  and  mofl  execrably  facred  Rites, 

Nor  do  I  conceive  that  the  Fathers  have 
done  any  Injury  to  the  venerable  Myjleries ; 
as  they  appeal  for  Proof  to  the  myftical 
Writers  themfelves.  And  the  Matter  may 
receive  more  Light  from  what  has  alrci.dy 
been  cited,  from  Authors  long  h^f.Mi*  the 
Times  of  Chrifiianity.  I  will  add  a  few 
more.  Plutarch^  though  generally  pretty  piuj^rch. 
fhy  as  to  tlie  Myjleries^  fpeaks  thus  in  his  Vol  2. 
Dialogue  called  Eroticiis.     "  Love  was  theP''^'"'^' 

only 
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only  Thing  that  could  moHify  the  inexorahk 
Fhifo^  and  make  him  give  back  Riiridice 
to  Orpheus.  Wherefore,  my  Friend,  'tis  a 
good  Thing  to  be  Partaker  of  the  Eleiiji- 
nian  Myfteries.  For  I  fee  that  the  mad 
myjiical  Lovers  have  the  befl:  Place  in  the 
lower  Regions."  Athenceus  writes  thus  j 
Athenxus,"  HeracUdes^  the  Syracuftan,  in  his  Book 
lib.  ^4.  of  Laws  and  CuflomSy  fays,  that  in  the 
edit.  1 61 1,  ^^^^.y^^  0/'  CereSi  certain  Honey -cakes  y 
made  in  the  Shape  of  Fudendc  Muliebria, 
were  carried  about  for  a  SheWy  and  offered 
to  the  Goddeps.  Thcfe  were  called  MyUi:" 
For  this  Reafon,  I  fuppofe,  Sicidas  explains 
MuAXaV,  a  Harlot.  Hence  we  may  con- 
jedlufe  why  the  initiated  Ladies  were  called 
Melijjk,  Bees.  [See  Hefvch.  &  Theocrit, 
Idyll.  15.  Verf.  94.  Schol.  ]  The  laft 
named  Author,  makes  a  Lover  fay  to  his 
Miftrefsj  "  I  envy,  O  dear  Woman, 
'Jafion  J  who  enjoyed  fuch  Things,  as  the 
Profane  arid  Uninitiated  are  not  to  know."" 
*'  He  meaneth,  faith  the  Scholiafi,  the  myf- 
tical  Love  of  fafion  and  Ceres''  The  Na- 
ture of  their  Love  may  be  found  in  Homer y 
Odyff.  5.  Verf  125. 

We  have  here  a  good  Hint  what  the 
real  Secret  was,  in  the  MyferieSy  fo  care- 
fully to   be  concealed   froni  the  Profane. 
And   'tis  no  fmall  CoDnrmation    of    this 
Somn.      which  we  read  in  Macrobiiis.    "  Numenius^ 
]\h^T'    ^^^  Philofophcry  too  inquifitive  into  Secrets, 

had 
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had  divulged  fomething  of  the  'Elciifmian 
Myfieries :  for  which  the  GoddeJJes  were 
enraged  ;  and  he  faw  them,  in  a  Vifion^ 
{landing  before  a  public  Stew,  in  meretri^ 
cial  Habits,  and  with  kofe  Gejlures :  when 
he  afked  them  the  Reafon  of  this  unbe- 
coming Appearance,  they  anfwered,  that 
they  were  dragged  forcibly  from  the  Dome 
of  their  Chajlity,  and  projiittited  to  every 
Comer." 

Such  myfiical  Turpitude  was,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  the  grand  Secret  to  be  under  the 
Seal  of  Silence :  and  that  wlien  the  Initiated 
themfelves  difcover  what  they  are  allowed 
to  difcover,  referving  what  (as  they  fpeak) 
is  not  lawful  or  ft  to  be  publiflied, — 'tis 
no  more  than  biding  their  Shame.  And 
for  this  Reafon  I  agree  with  the  learned 
Authors,  who  contend,  that  "  the  Igno- 
rance of  the  Myjicries  preferves  their  Vene- 
ration." 

I  know  indeed  what  fublime  DoBrines 
are  fometimes  pretended  to  lie  hid  under 

thefe   external  Reprefentations  : Such 

Phfical,  Philofophical,  and  Religious  Know- 
ledge, as  the  Generation  of  the  Gods^  the 
Seminal  Principles  of  all  Things,  the  Fe- 
cundity of  Nature.^  and  (by  fome  few)  the 
true  theology  of  the  Unity  of  the  Deity,  &c. 
But  were  not  the  natural  Figures  Jljcwn  ? 
Are  not  the  Pudenda  utriufq-,  Sexus,  Con- 
fpe^us   Dcorum   &  Deariim   in   Nuditate, 

prett/ 
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pretty  Means  of  conveying  fuch  Dodtrines  ? 
And  iuppoiing  the  befi  Dejign  of  the  ori- 
ginal Infiitution^  was  it  not  accompanied 
with  a  flrange  Mixture  oi  impure  Incentives y 
fit  only  for  a  Methodiji  arrived  at  Per- 
feSiion  to  grapple  with  ? 

Nor  do  I  queftion  but  thefe  impudent 
'Reprefentations,  and  Behaviour  of  the  Ini- 
tiated^ were  a  Fart  of  the  original  Inflitu- 
iion ;  becaufe  the  Myfleries  were  to  imitate 
and  aSi  (as  I  faid  before)  the  PaJJions  and 
ABions  of  their  Patron-Goddefjes. 

What  I  have  faid  ftands  confirmed  by 
tmqueflicnabie  Authority ;  I  mean  that  of 
the  eminent  P /at o?2iJi^  famblicus',  to  whom 
Mankind  in  general  gave  the  Precedency 
in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Myjleries.  The 
famous  Porphyry^  who  was  more  a  Philo- 
fopher  than  a  Mifagogue^  had  written  a 
Letter  to  Jamblicus  -,  whom  he  conceal- 
eth  under  the  Name  of  Anebo :  becaufe, 
I  fuppofe,  it  might  not  be  proper  to  cor- 
refpond  with  an  Initiated^  concerning  the 
Secrets  of  the  Myjleries^  too  plahily  and 
openly.  In  the  Letter  he  afketh  him  fuch 
Queftions  as  thefe :  "  Why,  in  their 
Theurgic  Rites,  they  invocate  Gods  both 
Ccelejiial  and  Subterranean? — What  is  it 
that  dijiinguifljes  Gods  from  Daemons? 
Which  are  Vifible,  and  which  Invijible  ? 
By  what  Mark  are  we  to  difcern  the  Pre- 
fence  or  Apparition  of  a  God,  from  that  of 

an 
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an  Angel,  Archangel,   Daemon,   or  Deified 
Hero?     For  all  of  them  love  io  (peak  boafi^ 
irigly  of  tbcwfches,    and  make  a  fhew  by 
Fhantaftm  and  Apparitions. — How  comes 
Prophecy   to   pais  ?    As,    in   Dreams,   En- 
thujiajms,     divine    Raptures,     and     Ecjla- 
cies :    Some   Prophejying  by    the   Help  of 
fVater ;    others  by  Vapours ;    others  from 
their  own  Fancies,   aflifted  by  Darkncfs,  or 
certain  Potions,  or  Verfes,  &c. — Simple  and 
young  People  are  beft  fitted  for  this  Bufinefs. 
And  fiich  Prophecy  may  proceed  from  Lofi 
of  Senfes,  diftempered  Madnefs  or  Alienation 
of  Mind,  Dizzinefs,  DiJlraBion  of  Thought  y 
—  or  Fancy  artificially  raifed  by   Sorcery  ; 
or  elfe  the  Deception  of  wicked  Men  and 
Spirits,  —  What  is   the  Meaning   of  Gods 
fuhjecl  to  Human  Pafjions  and  Infirmities ; 
to    whom  therefore   the   wife  V/orfloippen 
confe crate  the  Phalli,  and  objcejie  Difcoujfes? 
— How  is  it,  that  thefe  Gods,  fappofed  to 
be  our   Superiors,   mufl   be  co?npelled,  and 
fubmit  to  us,    as  if  they  were  Inferiors  ? 
That   their   Wor/ljippers   miift   come  pre- 
pared and    purged    from  all   Defilement ; 
and    yet   themfehes  iliall  inftigate    all  that 
come,  to  illicit  Vetiery?  —  Whether  there 
be   no  other  Way   to   Happi?iefs,  but  this  ? 
Whether  it   be   proper  that,  in   Prophetic 
Theurgy,  the  Glory  of  Man  iliouid  be  the 
Point  aimed  at?     Or  whether  the  Mind 
doth  not  invent  and  forge  great  Things  out 
X  X  / 
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ef  common  Incidents  ? — If  thofe  who  thus 
mechanically  converfe  with  the  Deities^  have 
r\o  Method  of  Happi fiefs  that  is  more  fecure 
or  moT^e  credible;  nothing  but  thefe  horrible, 
lifelefs,  Inventions;  —  certainly  this  is  not 
the  fVork  of  the  Gods,  or  good  Spirits  j 
but  of  a  deluding  Damon  ^  or  elfe  all  is 
human  Invention,  and  FiBion  of  corruptible 
Nature."' 

Thefe  are  Porphyry's  ^leries  concerning 
2i  Jlrange  Syjlem  of  Pagan  Methodifm.     To 
which  famblicus,  in  his  Book  T)e  Myjleriis, 
endeavours    to    give   a   Solution.      I    fliall 
tranfcribe  as  much  as  concerns  our  prefent 
Jambl.    Purpofe.     "  Let  us  run  over  Particulars* 
MyUer.  -^r^  affirm  ErcBionem  Phallorum  to  be  a 
cap.  II.  Symbol  oj  Qiencrative  Hrttic,  niciting  to  the 
Generation    of    the    World.      For    which 
Reafon  there  are  great  Numbers  of  thofe 
confecrated  Figures  j  the  whole  World  re- 
ceiving its  Fecundity  from  the  Gods.     And 
as  to  the  obfcene  Converfation ;    I  efteem  it 
as  a  Symbol  of  Want  of  Good  in  Matter, 
and  of  that  Turpitude  in  Nature,  which  is 
afterwards  to  be  adorned.  Of  which  Adorn- 
ment Nature  has  the  flronger  Appetite,  the 
more  it  knoweth  of  the  Indecencies  of  thefe 
Things.    And  again,  it  purfueth  the  Forms 
of  good  Things,    by  having   learned  from 
filthy  Dijcourfe  what  Filthinefs  is.     By  fuch 
Difcourfes  People  fhew  they  have  a  Senje 
of  Turpitude ;  but  the  Turpitude  itfelj  xhty 

throw 
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throw  off,  and  turn  their  whole  Defire  to 
the  Contrary.  Another  Reajon  Hkewife  may 
be  given  for  thefe  Things.  The  ftrong 
Inclinations  of  Nature^  by  being  totally 
retrained,  become  ftronger.  But  being 
indulged  in  fome  Meafure,  and  for  a  JJm't 
^ime,  they  rejoice  in  Moderation^  and  are 
fatisfied :  and  being  thereby  purified,  they 
defift  afterwards,  not  fo  much  from  Com' 
pulfion,  as  Perfiiafion.  Therefore,  as  in 
PlaySy  by  feeing  the  Paffions  of  others  we 
are  fenfible  of  our  own  ;  moderate  them, 
and  purge  them  away :  fo  in  the  facred 
MyJlerieSj  by  feeijig  and  hearing  Obfcenities, 
we  are  freed  from  any  Injury  fuch  Repre- 
fentatlons  might  caufe  in  Fa£l.  Such 
Things  then  you  fee  are  introduced  as  a 
Medicine  to  the  Sold,  as  moderating  the 
Evils  incident  to  Nature,  and  freeing  and 
delivering  us  from  our  Chains." 

Thus  that  Mafier  of  the  Myfteries  plainly 
owneth  the  Truth  of  the  FaBs :  he  gives 
not  the  leaft  Intimation  of  their  being  any 
hmovation,  or  Corruption  of  the  original 
JDefigth  And  Lis  Pleas  and  Excufes  for 
fuch  infamous  Sights,  Difcourfes  afid  ASfions, 
may  fairly  be  left  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
mofh  ordinary  Capacity.— But  flill  happy 
Confequences  are  the  final  IJJue.  For  he 
tells  us  in  the  next  Chapter ;  "  'TisjamW. 
manifef^  that  the  whole  is  falutar^  to  /^^  My  Her. 
^QuL  For  in  feeing  the  bhffed  SpeBacles 
JC  X  2  (meaning 
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(meaning  of  Gods  and  GoddeJJes)  the  Soul 
is  changed  into  a?20ther  Life,  worketh  ether 
Operations  j  thinketh  itfelf  no  Human  Crea- 
ture^   and  thinketh  rightly.      For  putting 
off  its  0W71  proper  Life^  it  is  changed  into 
the  mofl  blejjcd  Energy  of  the  Gods.'*     So 
much  for  'Janiblicus. — 
Warburt.       Mr.    Warburton  cbferves,    "  one  infu- 
P-  H^'     perable  Obfiade  in  Paganifm^  to  a  Life  of 
Purity  and  Holinefsj  was  the  vicious  Ex- 
aniples  of  their  Gods.     And  that  this  Evil 
was   remedied  by   the  Myji cries."       But   I 
conceive  this  Evil  was  rather  promoted  than 
remedied  thereby.     As  an  Inflance  of  Per- 
fons  jujiijying  one  another  from  fu ch  Ccs- 
iejtial  Examples^    he  fays,   from  Euripides^ 
Hercul.    that  "  Thejeus  confoles  his  Frieno  Hercules 
Fiirens.     |3y  ^-j^^  Examples  of  the  Crimes  of  the  Gods'' 
^''^'^''But   it   muft  be   remembered,    that   both 
thefe  Heros  were  of  the  Order  oj  the  Ini- 
tiated \  fome  of  the  firjl  too,  as  Hving  not 
iefs   than   twelve   Hundred    Years    before 
Chrijl: — and  that  fuch  an  accurate  Writer 
as   Euripides  would  fcurce  have   put  that 
Excuje  into  their  Mouths,  had'  it  not  been 
conformable  to  the  original  PlaUy  but  dire6lly 
contrary. 

The   Poet,    fpeaking  of  Affignations  in 
the  Temples  of  Ifis,  CereSy  &c.  adds, 

?nt.  6.       Credit  ^nim  ipfnh  Domims  fe  voce  moneri. 

V.  527 — ,  Jin  animam  6^  mente?n,  cum  qua  Dii  no^e  loquantur. 

"  The 
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"  The  Party  believes  himfelf  direded  by 
the  Voice  of  the  Goddejs  hcrjelf.  See  the 
Mind  and  Soul,  that  is  fitted  for  a  Coiroer- 
Jation  with  the  Gods  by  Night." 

Something,    in  the   preceding  Account 
of  the  MyJierieSj  might  have  been  obferved 
concerning  the  not  uncommon  Pradlice  of 
initiating  Rogues  and  Harlots.     But  I  fhall 
fay  no  more  of  the  Myfierious  Trade  j  only 
dedicating  u'hat  hath  been  faid  upon  the 
Subjea— — To   Mr.   JVeftley  Hall,    vvhofe 
Doiirine  and  Fradlice  have  been  fo  con- 
forjnable  3 — To  Mr.  Wcjley's  initiated  Ladyy 
**  who,   after  being  in  Defpair  and  in  Helly 
&c.  had  her  horrible   Dread  taken  away, 
and  began  to  fee  fome  Da%vniitgs  of  Hope ; 
but  was  foon  after,  if  not  at  that  very  Time, 
a  common  Froflitute\'  Together  with   her 
Admirers ;  —  And  to  all  others  whom  it 
may  concern. 

§.  54.  Having  thus  drawn  a  Parallel 
between  the  Myfieries  of  Methodifin  and 
thofe  of  downright  Fcganifm,  I  fhali  con- 
clude my  Cowparifon  with  a  Parallel  from 
"Paganizing  Popery ;  namely,  St.  Patricks 
Purgatory,  in  Ireland. 

Giraluus  Catnbrenfs,  Matthew  Tarts,  and 
others,  have  faid  much  of  this  memorable 
Place  :  but  as  Mijlngham  hath  brought  all 
together,  in  his  Lives  of  the  Hibernian 
Saints,  I  fliali  make  my  Extract  from  him. 

"  That 
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•  "  That  there  was^  and  /j,  fuch  a  Thing 
as  6*/.  Patricks  Purgafoiyy  is  agreed  by 
antient  and  modern  Writers ;  and  the  Cer- 
tainty 7J2uJl  be  alTerted,  to  refute  the  Impu^ 
dence  of  Heretics.^ — -The  Occafion  of  it  was 
this.  While  St.  Patric  was  humbling 
himfelf  in  Faftings,  Watchings,  and  Prayer, 
Chriji  appeared  \.o  him,  and  iliewed  him  a 
dark  Den  ^  faying,  '  Whoever  in  true 
Faith  and  Penitence  {hall  enter  into  this 
Den^  and  continue  there  for  twenty-four 
Hours,  he  fhali  h^  purged  jrom  all  the  Sins 
of  his  whole  Life.'  The  Truth  of  this  is 
confirmed  by  the  antient  Breviaries^  &c. 
To  queftion  it,  v^'ould  be  to  give  the  Lie 
to  all  Antiquity  and  Piety,  [Mr.  Wejley's 
fole  Teilimony,  as  to  his  own  Purgatory, 
will,  by  all  unprejudiced  Per  Jons  ^  be  deemed 
ef  equal  Veracity.'] 

The  P)en  is  in  an  Jfiand  of  the  Province 
cfUlJier ;  one  Part  whereof  is  the  horrible 
Station  of  Devils ;  the  other  Part  is  in- 
compafably  illuflrated  with  the  vifible  Pre- 
fcnce  of  Angels  and  Saints.  If  any  rafli 
Perfon,  as  hath  been  the  Cafe,  {hould  pre- 
fomptuoufly  enter  into  the  former^  he  is 
fcized  upon  by  Cacodemons^  or  Evil  Spirits^ 
and  afflicted  with  various  Torments^  till  he 
has  almoft  loft  the  Shape  of  a  Man.  But 
if  any  one  endiireth  thefe  Torments,  after 
Confejjion  and  Penitence^  he  (liali  not  under- 
go any   more   infernal  PuniOmicnts,     For 

St. 
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St.  PatriCy  finding  it  difficult  to  convince 
that   incredulous  Nation   of  the   Truth  of  ! 

future  infernal  Pmii/hments  and  heavenly 
foySj  merited  of  Heaven  to  bring  this  ocular 
Demonjlration  and  Proof  of  it,  here  oil 
"Earth,  facobus  de  Vitriaco  attefts  this ; 
'  that  if  any  one  truly  penitent  and  confejj'ed 
defcendeth  hither,  he  is  luftratcd  and puri^ 
fed  by  the  Devils^  by  ten  Thoufand  Sorts 
of  Tortures.  And  whoever  returns  thence 
thus  lujlratedy  he  can  never  laugh  or  joke 
afterwards,  or  intermeddle  with  worldly 
Affairs:'  [Mr.  Wefey  hath  been  a  little 
peccant  here ;  who,  after  his  repeated  Re- 
folution  not  to  laughy  no  not  for  a  Moment -y^  Joum. 
nor  to  fpeak  a  Tittle  cf  ivordly  Things-,^'  '°' 
— Confelfcth,  that  *'  he  hath  Cmce  engaged AnCwtr  to 
often  in  'worldly  Bufnejsy  the  Order  of  Pr(9- Enthuf. 

vidence  requiring  it:' Who  alfo  hath^*  '^' 

been    united    to     Venus    Philomeides,     the 
Laughter-Loving  Dame. 

We  now  difcourfe  only  concerning  a 
prefent  Purgatory,  of  meritorious  Piinifi" 
ments  in  this  Lije,  for  the  Ufe  of  fuch  as 
are  making  a  Pilgrimage  in  the  Lord. 
Which  is  to  be  dijlinguijhed  from  that 
future  Purgatory,  which  lies  on  the  other 
Side  of  the  Grave.  And  it  was  deligned 
by  St.  Patric  for  a  Prorf  that  there  was 
fuch  a  Thing  as  a  Place  of  Torment  to 
come  I  and  which  might  be  efcaped^  by  a 
prejent  Expiation,  through  this  lu/lral  hire. 

This 
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This  appears  by  the  Hymn  compofed  in 

Memory  of  St.  Patric. 

The  Order  and  Manner  of  paffing  into 
this  Purgatory  followeth.  "  You  muft 
undergo  a  Courfe  of  Fajiingj  ufing  a 
meagre  Diet  j  and  that  only  to  be  tafted 
once  in  twenty-four  Hours,  however  your 
Guts  77iay  grumble.  But  you  may  refrefli 
and  moillen  your  Mouth,  with  certain 
Waters ;  which  are  as  light  and  wholefome 
as  the  Waters  of  the  Spaw.  You  are  regu- 
larly to  keep  the  holy  Stations :  and  when 
you  are  weary  at  Night,  you  are  not  to 
lie  down  on  a  Bed,  Couch,  or  Pillow  j  but 
may  lie  on  your  Cloak,  or  wrap  your 
Breeches  about  your  Head. — Whoever  un- 
dertakes this  Progrejs  muft  be  admitted  by 
the  Spiritual  Father,  who  prejides  over 
Turgatory ;  mufl  betake  themfelves  to 
what  are  called  the  Penal  Manf.ons,  or 
Penitential  Cells  of  the  Saints ;  where  they 
muft  whirl  themfelves  feven  Times  round 
the  Crofs.  A  rough  and  Jiony  Path  thence 
leadeth  them  to  a  Lake  -,  at  the  Bottom  of 
which  is  a  Sio?ie,  whereon  they  muft  fix 
their  Feet,  which  will  be  cruelly  tired  and 
torn  ;  but  in  lefs  than  half  a  Quarter  of  an 
Hour,  by  the  Help  of  Prayer,  they  will 
feel  a  Jingidar  Refrejl:me?2t  and  Strength 
irom  the  Stone:  St.  Patric  having  prayed 
formerly  upon  it,  and  left  the  Imprejjion 
of' his  Feet, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  ALiflerities  having  been  repeated 
for  feven  Days,  on  the  eighth  the  trouble- 
fome  Ceremonies  are  all  to  be  doubled. 
Then  the  Candidates  are  convened  before 
the  Spiritual  Father^  who  fpeaks  to  them 
a  Word  of  Exhortation ;  and,  in  a  pre- 
meditated Form,  gives  them  an  Account, 
or  yournaly  of  fuch  Examples  as  mu(t  move 
the  moft  Stupid y  foften  the  mo  ft  Harde?ied, 
aad  terrify  the  n\oi\  Audacious :  and  pre- 
paring them  by  Confejjion  and  Abfclution, 
and  Warnings  againft  the  Powers  of  Dark- 
nefs^  he  bring  them  to  the  Mouth  of  the 
Den.  Where  you  may  fee  them  in  an 
Agony y  as  if  pafling  into  another  World -y 
Jighingy  groaningy  praying y  &c. 

The  Den  itlelf,  into  which  they  now 
defcend,  is  a  darky  loWy  narrow  Holc^  [As 
when  Satan  fhut  Mr.  Whitcjicld  into  a 
Clofety  and  locked  him  up  in  Iron- Armour.^ 
where  they  muft  ft:ol)  or  creepy  unable  to 
gOy  ftandy  or  fit.  There  is  a  fmall  Window 
on  one  Side,  which  lets  in  a  little  Light : 
and  at  the  Extremity  is  fituated  that  horrible 
Gulphy  which  God  iliewed  to  St.  Patricy 
for  the  Terror  of  the  Obflinate.  (But  the 
Den  is  now  made  fmocihcr  and  plainer  by 
Papal  Difpen  fat  ions.)  They  then  plunge 
tlicmfclves  naked  in  the  Lake-y  and  being 
lujlratcd  by  this  Expiationy  they  come  out 
renewed  and  born  again,  able  to  conquer 
the  old  Serpent. 

Y  y     ■  The 
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The  Benefit  attending  the  Fifitatio??,  Sa-> 
iisfacliony  ajtd  Purgation  of  this  Den  is 
undeniable.  And  the  Pains  and  Piimfi- 
ments  may  eafily  be  collected  from  the 
Tiarknejs,  A^arrownefs,  aijd  long  Continu- 
ance in  the  Hole  -,  the  fiiffhcating  Breath  of 
Numbers  crowded  together  ;  ExuJcera- 
tions  of  the  Feet,  Penal  Celh^  FaftingSy 
WatchingSy  Wing  on  the  Ground^  crying 
and  iDailing^  and  Abdication  of  Earthly 
Comforts :  -. —  as  well  as  horrible  Vifions  and 
SpeBres. 

This  is  to  be  obferved,  "  that  the  Sexes 
are  not  allowed  promifcuoufly  to  go  toge- 
ther ;   but  the  Men  fcparatcly,  and  Women 
feparately.     [In  this  Particular  Mr.  Wefley 
4Joiirn.   (5if]^ers ;    Warmly   alTerting  that  *' the  un- 
■"'     '      married   Meyi   and    JVonien    ought    to    go 
together." 

Mejif2gham  then  proceeds  to  iUitftrate 
and  confirm  what  he  had  faid,  by  a  fpecial 
Inftance.  "  When  St.  Patric  was  favoured 
with  this  Proof  of  Purgatory^  for  the  Ccn- 
'Dcrfion  of  the  Irifij  to  the  Catholic  Faithy 
many  Penitents  defcended  into  it :  of  whom 
fome  peri  fed  there;  others  returning  de- 
clared v/hat  torments  they  had  fufFered, 
and  what  joyfiul  Spectacles  they  had  feen  : 
Which  Accounts  £t.  Patric  ordered  to  be 
preferved.  Afterwards  one  Oiveny  who 
had  been  many  Years  a  Soldier  in  King 
Stephen's  Army,  being  under  Coippundioii 

fcv* 
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for  his  wicked  Life^  and  many  enorfiioUt 
Vices^  would  needs  undergo  the  mofl 
grievous  of  Fenaiices^  by  entering  into  St. 
Patricks  Purgatory.  The  Prior  oi  the 
Place,  preparing  him  as  ufually,  tells  him 
he  fhould  meet  with  certain  Mejjetigers 
from  God,  who  would  inform  him  of  what 
he  was  to  do,  or  fuffer  :  But  when  they 
W3re  gofic,  the  Tempters  fhould  attack  him. 
The  Soldier,  refolved  to  make  trial  of 
this  ?iew  and  iincotnmon  Warfare,  goes  in« 
trepidly  into  the  Den ;  where  he  foOn 
found  himfelf  in  total  Darknefs.  But  e'er 
long  a  little  Light  appeared  :  and  he  came 
to  a  Room,  not  unlike  a  MonkiJJj  Cloijler ; 
where  fome  Jhaven  Religious,  approached, 
and  bleJJ'ed  God  for  infpiring  him  with  the 
good  Purpofe  of  expiating  his  Sins -^  in- 
forming him,  that  unlefs  he  proceeded 
couragioufly,  he  {liould  perijh-.  Body  and 
Sold,  For  as  foon  (fay  they)  as  we  are 
gone,  a  Multitude  oifoul  Spirits  will  comCj 
bringing  grievous  Tortures,  and  threatening 
worfe,  perfuading  you  alfo  to  return,  and 
promifing  to  carry  you  to  the  Gate,  where 
\ou  came  in.  But  have  Courage  :  in  vouiT 
Torments  call  upon  Chrijl,  and  you  (liall 
immediately  be  fet  free.  And  fo  they  left 
him. 

The  Soldier,  thus  inftruifled,  ftood  wait- 
ing for  a  Combat  with  the  Devils :   and  pre- 
fently  he  heard  a  tumultuous  Noije^   as  if 
Y  y  a  the 
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the  whole  World  was  in  Commotion  5 
whereby  he  was  almoll:  driven  cut  of  his 
Senfes,  After  this  horrible  Noife  follows 
the  more  horrible  vijible  Ajpecl  of  the  Devils -^ 
who  derided,  and  infuited  him,  faying, 
'  other  Mortals  come  not  to  us,  till  ajter 
Death :  you  ho?2our  cur  Society  fo  much, 
as  to  furrender  Body  and  Soul  to  us  while 
alive.  And  we  will  reward  you  according- 
ly. You'  came  hither  to  endure  Tormetits 
for  your  Siin :  and  fljall  have  what  you 
wanted.  But  however,  as  a  Favour  for 
your  former  Services^  if  you  pleafe,  we 
will  condu(fl  you  out  imhurt,  to  the  Gate 
ivhere  yen  came  in'  But  the  undaunted 
Soldier  is  neither  fliaken  by  their  Menaces y 
nor  inveigled  by  their  Alluremeius. 

The  Devils^  feeing  themfelves  con- 
temned, bind  him  Pland  and  Foot,  throw 
him  into  a  Fire,  and  drag  him  about 
with  Iron  Hocks :  whereby  having  endured 
great  Torment,  he  calls  upon  Chriji^  and 
is  entirely  delivered ;  not  fo  much  as  a 
iingle  Spark  remaining. 

Hence  fome  of  them  carry  him  into  a 
dijhial  and  dark  Region,  where  nothing  but 
Devils  was  to  be  (ttn ;  a*id  where  his 
Body  was  pierced  with  a  Stiffnefs  and 
Rigor,  by  a  peftilent  Wind.  They  carry 
him  farther  into  the  Hearing  of  Hoivlings, 
^Failings,  and  Clamours  ;  —  into  a  Sight  of 
Wretches  tormented  in  a  miferable  Manner  : 

and 
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and  throwing  him  on  the  Groundy  they  en- 
deavour to  torment  him^  like  the  rejl.  But 
the  Name  oj  Jejiis  forced  them  to  give  over. 
• — Thence  they  convey  him  to  another 
Field  full  of  greater  Mifery ;  among  Jiery 
Serpents  clinging  to  poor  Mortals,  and 
eating  into  their  Hearts,  *  Thefe  Tortures, 
fay  they,  are  prepared  for  you^  unlefs  you 
confent  to  go  back'  But  the  Name  of  Chriji 
again  prevented  them. 

They  drag  him  to  a  Field  jlill  more 
dreadful',  where  are  People  pierced  vi^ith 
Iron  Nails  from  Head  to  Foot,  w^ithout 
Interval ;  and  roarings  as  if  they  were 
killing ;  and  tortured  vv^ith  both  a  cold  and 
burning  Wind.  But  nothing  could  affright 
the  Soldier. 

Thence  he  is  hurried  into  :i  fourth  Field, 
full  oi  Fires,  and  every  in'vcnted  'Torment  of 
every  Kind  ;  above  all  Expreffion  or  Co?!- 
ception.  They  fhew  him  a  burning  Wheels 
.  and  throw  him  upon  it  to  torture  him  :  but 
by  the  Name  oj  fefus  he  comes  down  tin- 
hurt.  Through  more  Tortures  thefe  in- 
fernal  Dogs  carry  him  to  the  very  Entrance 
of  Hell  'y  and  all  flounce  in  together  with 
the  Soldier :  where  he  felt  fuch  intolerable 
Mifery,  that  for  a  long  Time  he  forgot  the 
Name  of  Jcfus,  and  ^oo^perfeBly  aJlonif>ed. 
Here  they  fliew  a  Bridge  over  Hell,  ex- 
tremely fiippery,  narrow,  and  high;  and 
compel  him  to  walk  upon  it;  which   he 

did. 
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did,  by  the  A^mie  of  Jefiis^  without  any 
Slip^  or  making  a  falfe  Step.  Which  pro- 
voked the  De^oih  to  fuch  horrid  Clamours, 
and  profane  Outcries,  as  were  more  in- 
Jiifferahle  than  all  his  other  TuniJJoments. 

Oux  branje  Soldier  being  ihu^fet  free  from 
the  Vexation  of  the  Devils,  is  prefented  with 
a  View  of  the  Gates  of  Paradife ;  whence 
the  Sai?2ts  came  out  to  meet  him,  with 
CroJ/eSj  Wax-Candles,  and  Colours  fyi?ig,  to 
carry  him  into  Paradife ;  where  he  was 
entertained  with  the  inoji  delegable  Sights 
and  harmonious  Sounds.  The  Man  affirmed, 
that  this  proceeded  not  from  Ecfacy ;  but 
that  he  faw  all  with  his  corporeal  Eyes, 
and  had  corporeal  Feeling  and  Experience 
of  the  Sufferings.  He  afterwards  entered 
among  the  Mo?iks ;  and  had,  upon  Con- 
tinuance, an  Afurance  of  Salvation.  " 
Thus  endeth  this  Methodiftico-Monkifj  Story. 
And  'tis  fubmitted  to  the  Judgment  of 
every  Man  in  his  Senfes,  whether  the 
principle  Myjiery  of  Methodifni   bears   any 

Pefemblance   of  true  Chrifianity;-' and 

whether  it  be  not  a  perfeB  Copy  of  the  moji 
horrible  Devices  in  Paganifn  and  Popery. 

Let  us  now  recapitulate  fome  of  the 
Ingredients  for  making  a  true  Methodifl. 
He  muft  fet  out  on  Foot,  with  a  fanSiified 
Countenance,  and  high  Pretences  to  Piety  ; 
which  is  to  confifl:  of  unfcriptural  Peculi- 
arities,   ivhimfical  Stridlnejjes,    and    bitter 

Zeal 
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Zeal aga'mjl  innocent  and  indiffh'etit  Tubings, 
In  order  to  catch  Fame  ftill  more  effedually, 
he  mull  be  a  deep  Dealer  in  the  black  Arts 
of  Calumny  andVncharitahlenefs ;  mufl  feem- 
ingly   defpife  Mo?icy,  and  be   often  calHng 
out  for  Sufferings  and  P  erf  cent  ion.     How- 
ever ivicked  he  hath  been,  let  him  infant a- 
neoify  be  called  converted^  perfeBed^  affured 
of  Salvation ;  and   talk  much   of  L72pulfeSy 
Impreffons^  Fee  lings  y  Raptures,   and  Ecfa" 
cies.     But  above  all,  let  him  boaft  of  In- 
fpirationSj    divine    Mifions,  familiar    and 
ajnorous  Converfations  with  God,  talking  with 
him  Face  to  Face,  and  litting  dov^'n  with 
him  at  Table,      By   Decrees  he  becomes 
equal  to  Prophets,  Apoftles,  or  Chriji  him^ 
Jef :    is   entitled    to    Vifions,    Revelatiojis, 
Prophecies,    and    Miracles.      Thus   armed 
with  a  conceited  Imagination  and  fpiritual 
Pride,  he  is  to  combat  Satan,  and  all  the 
Dogs  of  Hell ',  and  (as   he  is  ordained)  to 
run  the  Gantlope  through  Terrors,  Doubts y 
SccpticJfm,  Infidelity,  Atheifm,  fpiritual  De~ 
fertions,  and  Lofs  of  God's  Grace,  (Things 
highly  beneficial,   and  abfolutely  necejj'ary) 
Defpondency  and  Defpair,    DifiraSlion  and 
Madnefs :  —  throuf^h  violent  Agonies,  Di-^ 
fortions,  and  Convulfions  ;  the  Pains  of  Helly 
Damnation,    and  Hell  itfelf-,    through    all 
the   Mileries   and    Tortures,    beyond    Ex- 
preffion  or  Defcription,  which  either  God 

or 
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cr  Nature,  Satan  or  the  Preacher,  can 
bring  upon  him  * — -But  having  undergone 
xhtitfierf  LuJiratio?2S,  he  hath  Apparitio^ii 
of  God  and  Angels  coming  to  carry  him  to 
Heaven :  His  is  united  to  God :  be  is  plunged 
into  God :  he  is  All  God.  —  This  Progrefs 
indeed  may  happen  to  want  a  trifling  Cir- 
ciimjlance,  the  DlreBion  of  Scripture  ;  but 
that  T)efeB  is  fufficientiy  fupplied  from 
Heathenijm  and  Popery. 

And  who  can  help  admiring  the  deep 
Artifice  and  Management  P  What  hath 
hitherto  been  imputed  to  Fits  and  Di- 
fiemper — to  Cheat  and  Impofnire — to  Witch- 
craft, Sorcery,  Magic,  and  fome  diabolical 
Illufion — all  is  engrafted  into  the  pure  Reli- 
^ion  of  Methodi/is  j  all  is  Gcd's  V/ork,  and  a 
Manifeflation  of  what  he  hath  done  for  their 
Souls.  And  when  Mr.  JVefiey,  and  his 
Ajjociates,  have  clearly  vindicated  the  Ta^ 
rallels  I  have  brought  (from  Popery  parti- 
cularly) from  Knthufiafm  and  Impojiurc, 
their  own  Difpenfation  may  fland  fair  for 
a  favourable  Confi?'u5lion. 

It  may  behove  me  in  the  Ckfe,  to  leave 
my  fudg?ncnt,  in  as  plain  a  Manner  as  I 
can,  concerning  this  rnyfterious  Part  of 
Mefhodifm ;  in  which  the  principal  Dijfi- 
cuity  feems  to  He.  Thus  then  I  fudge. 
"  If  there  be  any  Thing  in  it  exceeding  the 
Powers  of  Nature,  known  or  fccret ;    any 
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Thing  beyond  the  Force  of  T)ijlemper^  or 
of  Imagination  and  Enthtifiafm  artfully 
worked  up  3  any  Thing  above  the  Reach 
o^ yidggle  a?id  Impojlicre  J  (which  I  take  not 
upon  me  to  affirtn^  or  deny)  —  In  that 
Cafe,  I  fee  no  Reafon  againft  concluding, 
that  'tis  the  Work  of  fonie  evil  Spirit  j  a 
Sort  of  magical  Operation^  or  other  diabolic 
cal  Illufion, 
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APPENDIX. 


CONTAINING 


A  few  Inftances  of  the  Natural  and 
Adual  Tendency  of  Enthuliaftic 
Method  ifm  to  Popery ;  from 
Englifh  Hiftory. 


(No.  I.)  The  miraculous  Life  and  Converfion 
of  Father  Ben  net,  of  Canfield,  in  Effex. 
Doway,   1623. 


C6 
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E  was  a  Protejlant  and  Puritan^ 
by  Birth  and  Education ;  but 
had  an  extraordinary  Call  to  be  a  Papiji^ 
and  a  Capuchin ;  and  in  on^  Moment  was 
wholly  changed  into  another  Man  5  and 
conftrained  to  embrace  the  Catholic  Conrmu^ 
nion  by  Divine  Infpiration.  In  his  Story  of 
himfdf  he  faith,  *  I  was  a  Libertine^  ad- 
Zz  2  didted 
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dieted  to  various  Vices  j  I  faw  my  miferable 
State,  and  fought  to  amend  my  Life.     But 
alas !    How  many  Blocks  lay  in  my  Way  ? 
What  Stratagems  did  not  the  old  Serpent  ufe 
to  hinder  me  ?     He  appeared  to  me  tranf- 
formed  into  an  Angel  of  Light  j  talked  long 
with  me,  perplexed  me,  but  did  not  wholly 
overcome  me. — He  planted  his  Battery  of 
Predejii nation  againfl  me,  and  faid,  I  was 
predejltnated  to  be  damned  in  the  E?2d ;  and 
that  my  good  Purpofes  were  nothing  but 
a  Brain-Sicknefsj   &c.     Which  Tentations 
made  me  extremely  melancholic.    But  when 
I  had  abandoned  all  Lets  and  Hindrances, 
my  moft  afflidling  Trouble  v/as,   what  Re- 
ligion I  Jl:)Otild  embrace. — I  began  to  pray, 
fajl,  watch ^  and  lie  hard. — After  this  I  faw 
in  the  Fields  a  Vifion^  of  an  extraordinary 
Nature,  which  I  related  to  a  Friend  who 
was  a   Catholic:    He   v/as   highly  pleafed, 
and  told  me  of  Exorcifms  done  by  Catholic 
Prie/lSj  with  many  other  marvellous  Things, 
—The  Drcil  then  fo  aflaulted   me,    that 
when  I  took  the  Book  oj  Refolutions  into  my 
Hands   to  read,    it    profited   me  nothing. 
And  he  told  me,  that  my  Spirit  fhould  be 
fo  tur moiled^  that  I  Ibouid  be  in  danger  of 
lojing  7ny  Wits  j  and  that  my  Brain  was  al- 
ready cracked.     Being  unexperienced  in  Spi^ 
ritual  Combats,  I  was  forely  beaten  by  this 
fierce  Battail,  and   grew  wonderfully  weak 
and  opprejjed  ,\  I  was  deprived  of  my  Senjes^ 
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and  brought  to  the  Door  of  Defpair  ;  and 
perceived  that  God  ivas  gone  a  while  from  me. 
In  the  Midfl  of  this  great  Defolation  and 
Obfcurity,  a  Beam  of  Light  fhone  upon 
me ;  and  my  Tribulations  were  recom- 
penfed  with  Plenty  oi  Con folaf ions ^  foy,  and 
Peace:  And  *  Thou,  O  Lord,  didft  re- 
'veal^  by  an  inexplicable  ManneVy  the  clear 
and  perfed;  Sights  and  ajj'ured  Knowledge ^ 
of  thy  only  true  Religion^  with  abfvlute 
Certainty:  The  next  Morning  I  went 
to  an  old  infamous  Prifon^  called  Newgate^ 
which  was  commonly  filled  with  Priefls'^ 
where  I  met  with  a  Priefl^  to  whom  I 
made  Confeffion^  and  was  recoficiled  to  the 
Holy  Church.  Then,  following  the  Motions 
of  divine  Injpirationj  I  propofed  to  retire  to 
fome  Monajlery.  This  was  not  without 
great  Contrariety  and  Perplexity  of  Spirit, 
But  the  Lord  called  nie  with  fo  clear,  ma^ 
nifcfty  and  loud  a  Voice-,  that  I  could  not 
refift  the  Call.  In  which  Ravi f  merit  and 
Alienation  of  Senfe,  I  was  out  of  my f elf  \  and 
tranfported  into  God. 

I  had  before  relblved  with  myfclf  to  be- 
come a  Religious^  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Francis ;  but  was  in  great  Doubt  whether 
I  fliould  take  the  Habit  of  the  Cordeliers  or 
the  Capuchins.  At  length  fuch  Vigour  and 
Force  of  Spirit  was  given  to  me,  that  I 
refolved  to  become  a  Capuchin  ;  and  i?i~ 
ftantly  I  had  an  Infpiration,  which  faid  to 

me. 
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liic,  *  Lo !  now  all  the  Vifion  is  aceom* 
plillicd.*  For  that  Vifion  lliewed  me  all 
mundane  Vanities  paft  ;  and  the  Habits  a^id 
Holinejjes  cf  the  Francifca?is,  particularly  of 
the  Capuchins,  So  I  took  the  Habit ;  and 
others,  by  my  Example  and  Counfel^  did  the 
fame." 

Thus  much  Father  Bennet  fays  himfelf* 
What  follows  is  from  the  Writer  of  his 
Life. 

"  From  the  Inflant  of  his  Converfion,  he 
was  as  a  Coal  all  on  Fire,  glowing  with 
Zeal'j  -^^  He  had  fo  many  Vifions,  Re^-jcla-^ 
lions,  and  hights  of  the  Spi?'it,  towards 
obferving  the  Rules  of  St.  Francis ;  and 
God  infpired  him  fo  majiifejlly,  tliat  he  could 
not  admit  of  any  Doubt.  One  Day  a  gloria 
cus  Angel  appeared  to  him,  encompaffed 
with  Light,  and  with  a  Book  in  his  Hand  '^ 
which  the  Angel  opened,  and  tiiriied  over 
the  Leaves  for  him,  directing  him  to  a 
Place,  where  it  was  God's  V/ill  that  he 
jhould  be  a  Capuchin.  [Mr.  Whitefeld  (qzxxis 
~  T„.„„   to  have  been   }72ore  honoured,  when  "  the 

7  Journ.  ,  .  ^ 

p.  66.  Lord  him j elf  gave  him  a  Text,  and  dired:cd 
him  to  a  Method^  as  he  was  going  up  the 
Tulpit~Stairsr\ 

The  Devil  was  fully  employed  in  fetting 
Gins  for  him  ;  omitting  no  Tentation,  out- 
ward cr  inward ;  prefaging  that  the  Saint 
'Would  overthrow  his  Kingdom,  if  he  were 
fuffercd  to   perfevere  :    and   therefore  ap^ 
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feared  to  him  fometimes  In  a  religious, 
fometimes  in  a  dreadful  Form.  The  Vifiom 
which  he  had  in  the  Beginning  grew  more 
common  and  fearful,  grievous  to  the  Ap- 
prehenfion.  Our  herd  made  him  fee  and 
hear  all  the  'Torme?its  and  Pai?is  of  Hell  y 
the  horrible  Cries  of  Devils^  and  Blafphe?nies 
which  they  yelp  fcrthy  their  Defpair,  and 
Stench  of  their  Dungeons :  which  made 
him  terribly  roar^  to  the  Aftonifliment  of 
all  the  Religious."  [  I  have  had  the 
Honour  to  hear  Mr.  Whitefield  roar  out 
in  the  fame  Manner,  upon  feeing  fuch  a 
Vifwn  of  Hell,  m  the  Midft  of  his  Preach- 
me  fit.] 

"  Thefe  and  other  /I range  Accidents  made 
the  Fathers  fufpedt  fome  Illufion  of  the 
Devil ',  but  upon  Trial,  he  appeared  to  go 
upon  the  fame  Foundation  with  Sai?it 
Francis,  when  he  eftablijhed  his  Rule. 

His  Rapts  and  Ecftacies  threw  him  into 
fuch  a  Diforder  that  they  had  recourfe  to 
Phyficians.  The  Phyficians,  who  feldom 
have  recourfe  to  God,  when  they  can  find 
any  Belief  in  Nature,  applied  Pigeons  to 
him  5  pricked  his  Legs  and  Thighs  with 
great  Pins-,  but  they  could  diicern  no 
Motion  nor  Sefife  in  him.  At  length,  after 
he  had  been  cut  of  himfelf  for  two  Days, 
he  came  to  himfelf  again  ;  and  was  fo  pof- 
fefled  with  foy  and  Jubilation,  that  though 

he 
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he  was  all  Humility,  he  was  forced  to  make 
outward  Shew  of  it. 

Notwithflanding  this,  to  Jhut  the  Gate 
to  Vanity^  which  creepeth  in  infenfibly  like 
a  Serpent,  they  did  humble  him  by  all 
Sorts  of  Inventions ;  told  him  he  was  uii" 
profitable,  and  talked  of  taking  the  Hahit 
from  him.  But  he  had  a  Revelation  againft 
that.  For  having  once  untied  the  Cord, 
wherewith  he  was  girded,  i\\Q  blejj'ed  Vir^ 
gin  appeared,  took  his  Girdle,  put  it  on 
again,  and  ajfiured  him,  that  he  fhould 
perfevere  a  Child  of  St.  Francis,"  [No 
Wonder  then,  that  Mr.  fFc/Iey  fhould  be 
journ.  in  fuch  a  Fright,  that  "  God  would  drop 
p.  60.  j^ini,  and  /ay  him  afide-,"  or'  that  his 
4  Journ.  *'  Brother  Charles  fhould  adually  leave  oj 
p.  ^^— 9' Preaching,  and  become  zftill  Brother  ;  till, 
in  Verification  of  Mr.  y.  Wefiefs  Prophecy, 
*  that  he  lliould  rcufe  himjelf  like  Sa?npfi)n, 
and  be  a'venged  on  his  Enemies,'  —  he  once 
more  became  a  Friar  Predica?2t,"]  "  After 
this,  there  was  fcarce  an  Hour  and  a  Half 
out  of  four  and  twenty,  when  he  Jelt  not 
himfelf  drawn  by  divine  TraBs  into  a  Union, 
and  Transformation  into  Jefus  Chrifl ;  which 
left  violent  Impreffons,  Pains,  and  Dolours 
on  his  Body  and  Soul.  But  inzPleafure  he 
took  in  them,  was  an  infallible  Argument, 
that  fuch  AtfraBions  were  truly  from  God, 
and  not  lllujions  of  Satan. 

Befides. 
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Befides  thefe,  he  labour'd  under  painful 
Difeafes  for  twelve  Tears ;  for  all  which 
he  rejoiced  exceedingly  :  Eecaufe  notliing 
inakes  us  return  fo  foon,  as  a  Svail  within 
his  Shelly  as  when  Gad,  cometh  to  Jmite  the 
Ho?'?i  of  our  Prefumption  and  Arrogancy. 

God  only  knoweth  how  many  religious 
Men  and  Women  have^  by  the  Sublimity  of 
his  DoStrine,  been  exalted  to  the  high  State 
cf  PerfeBion*  But  his  more  particular 
Defign  was  the  Converfon  of  Heretics^ 
efpecially  the  Protejlants  in  his  own  Country, 
For  which  Reafon,  after  various  Peregrin 
nations^  he  returned  to  England^  and 
underwent  grievous  Perfections,  But  yet 
he  exhorted  the  Catholics  to  live  as  Lambs 
among  Wolves.  He  was  taken  up,  and  ex- 
amined by  Sir  Fr.  Walfngham^  Chief  Secre- 
tary of  State,  a  Man  mod  obftinate  and 
fliff  in  his  falfe  Religion  ;  who  committed 
iiim  to  the  T(j'Z£^^r  i  whence  he  was  fent 
Prifoner  to  the  Cafile  of  Wijbitch.  In  his 
Way  through  Cambridge,  he  was  led 
through  all  the  Streets,  as  a  ftrange,  ?non~ 
Jirous  Spe5facle  j  and  followed  with  odious 
Shouts,  and  defpiteful  Reproaches. 

While  he  was  at  Wifoitch  many  Pro^ 
iefiant  Minijlers  came  to  difpute  with  him  ; 
but  departed  from  him  with  their  own 
Shame,  Among  other  Co7ifercnces,  he  had 
a  remarkable  one  with  the  pretended  Bifiop 
'if  Ely ^  .who  was  named  Dr.  Eaton  -,  which 
A  a  a  he 
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he  fo  well  managed,  that  the  Catholics 
thought  it  was  God's  Spirit  which  fpake 
within  him,  to  the  Difionour  and  Con- 
fufion  of  the  Bifiop^  and  his  Adherents. — 
After  three  Years  Imprifonment^  Father  Ben- 
Tiet  was  banijhed  into  France. 

Being  ill  of  a  Fever,  God  cured  him  by 
a  Miracle,  For  he  felt  a  certain  Sweetnejs^ 
and  a  certain  Voice  afjured  him,  *  that  he 
fhould  receive  a  perfe6i  Kerne dy  on  the 
Feafi  oj  the  Seraphic  St.  Francis.'  Accord- 
ingly on  that  Day  the  Foice  faid,  '  Go, 
and  fing  confidently,  for  thou  art  now 
wholly  cured  of  thy  Z)//^<2/^.* 

He  inflidled  a  ^Judgment  too  on  a  Man, 
who  drew  his  Son  by  Force  out  of  the 
Monafiery,  For  upon  his  threatening  the 
Man  with  Punifhment  for  this  enormous 
Criffie,  behold  a  Thing  very  ftrange,  and 
worthy  of  Mark  !  At  that  very  ^ime  Sen^ 
fence  was  given  in  Heaven ;  and  was  fhortly 
after  put  in  Execution ;  the  Man  fell  fick, 
and  died,  to  ratify  the  trice  FrediBion  of  this 
good  Father. 

If  I  fliould  fpeak  as  is  meet  of  his  ftrait 
Vmo7i  with  God,  the  Force,  Perfe(5lion,  and 
Continuance  of  it,  I  fhould  fay,  that  his 
whole  Life,  fince  he  became  a  Capuchin, 
was  a  continued  Rapt,  and  Ecjiacy ;  which 
made  him  become  engulfed  in  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Creator-,  in  the  illiimiiiated 
Lije^  and  afjured  Way  of  Perfe^ion,     After 

his 
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"his  EcflacieSy  who  can  prefume  to  fay  this 
\yas  natural^  and  that  they  were  nothing 
elfe  but  Swoonitigs  ?  —  In  his  laft  Sicknefs, 
Cod  revealed  to  him  the  T/w^,  Day  and 
Hour,  of  his  Death.  And  before  he  died, 
the  Religious  about  him  conjectured  that  he 
Jaw  fomething,  and  that  the  Devil  was 
now  attempting  to  wound  him.  But  foon 
after,  the  blejjed  Father  iaid,  it  fiifficeth : 
which  made  them  beheve  the  Tentation  was 
paft,  and  the  Enemy  'uanguified.'* 

So  much  for  Father  Bermet.  And  who 
would  not  believe,  were  there  any  Truth 
in  Tranfmigratiorit  that  his  Soul  pajjed  into 
Mr.WeJley? 

(No.  2.)  "  The  Life^  of  the  Lady  Warner, 
called  S'liitr  Clare  of  Jefus. — Lond.  1692. 

Some  Years  ago  I  tranfcribed  a  few  Paf- 
fages  hence,  from  mere  Curiofity^  and  with- 
out any  Thoughts  of  Methodifm.  Had  I 
now  the  Book^  an  exa(fter  Comparifoji  might 
be  drawn.  The  ExtraSl  I  then  made  was 
as.  follows. 

"  She  was  bred  a  Protejlanf,  but  con- 
verted by  a  'Jefuit  to  Popery, — She  refolved 
on  a  rigorous  Courfe  of  Life,  to  break  off 
ell  Commerce  with  Creatures^  and  receive 
no  worldly  SatisfaBion. — She  receives  the 
Habit  dX  Liege '^ — is  particularly  devoted  to 
AzsL  2  John 
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John  Baptifii  St.  Aujiin,  Mary  Magdalen^ 
and  St,  Terefa ;    for  whom,  when  a  Pro^ 
tefianty  flie  had  a  particular  EJieem,  from 
reading  her  Life. — She  fees  a   Stream  of 
glaring  Light  come  from  the  blejj'ed  Sacra^ 
ment  towards  her.     She  tafles  the  Sweet- 
nefs  of  JJnicn  with  God. — Daring  the  Con- 
tagion  of  the   Plague^    the  Abbefs  infures 
her  Safety y  and  that  of  all  the  reft  j  *  Good 
Sifter,  be  not  afi-aid  :   none  of  wy  Religions 
fhall  take  any  Harm   from  this  InfeSiion.^ 
For  our  blefjed  Lady  had  appeared  to  the 
Abbefs^    with    all    her  P^eligious  under  her 
Mantle ;  alluring  her,  that  fhe  would  -pre^ 
ferve  them  from  the  Plague.     [Mr.  Wefleys 
Society  fafe  in   a   like   Cafe.      4  Journal, 
P.  56,  61.] 

.  Hearing  a  Sermon  on,  *  1  am  black,  but 
comely y  the  Abbefs  told  her,  '  You  alfo. 
Sifter  Clare,  muft  black  yourfelf : '  upon 
which  fhe  went  into  the  Kitchen,  and 
blacked  her  Pace  and  Plands  all  over  with 
Soot;  which  caufed  (ome  Diverjion  ^mong 
the  Nuns. — She  had  many  Vi/its  from  her 
beloved  y^/j,— received  the  Gift  of  In^i-^ 
ration,  and  burned  in  the  Fire  of  divine 
Love.-^^Howevcr,  fhe  felt  great  Deflation, 
Dry  nefs,  and  Darknefs,  not  to  be  exprefj'ed. 
By  the  purgative  and  illuminating  Way,  fhe 
attains  to  the  Unitive  -,  and  by  a  perfeB 
Annihilation  of  herfelf,  comes  to  a  Kind  of 
Deijormity^^^^h^  fays,    God  re(^uires  no-. 

thing:, 
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tiling,  but  that  we  believe,  fee  forry\  and 
h^faved-y — that  we  muft  bs  very  fincere- 
to  our  Confcffor^  telling  him  even  oux  pajjttig 
'Thoughts.  —  God  feems  to  ivitbdraw  him- 
felf  from  her,  with  all  interior  Comforts  and 
Feelings  of  his  Frefence  \  and  fhe  thinks 
htx(t\i  totally  abandoned.  She  begs  Aid  of 
St.  Bruno  and  St.  Terefa  -^  but  requefts  of 
Chrifl  to  take  her  for  his  Spoufe,  or  at  leafl: 
for  his  Handmaid. — Was  confirmed  in  her 
Opinion  that  God  had  forfaken  her^  becaufe 
fhe  was  deluded  in  two  Points,  which  fhe 
thought  God  had  revealed  to  her  ; — that  flie 
fliould  die  oi  that  Illnefs  -,  and  die  before  her 
Brother  Clare. — She  was  in  continual  Con^ 
vidfiojis  of  Doubts  and  Fears,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  Gufls  and  Comforts  her  Soul 
tafted  from  her  Heavenly  Sfoufe ;  and  fhe 
feemed  perfeBly  forfaken  by  him  in  her 
lafl  Sicknefs. — But  her  Countenance  after 
Death  retained  an  Angelical  Sweetnefs  :  and 
her  Body  filled  the  Church  with  a  wonder- 
ful Perfume,'^ 

(No.  3.)  Tranfcribed  from  the  "  Life  of  her 
Sifter  in  Law,  called  Sifler  Mary  Clare.'* 
Printed  with  the  former. 

*'  She  was  converted  alfo  to  Popery,  and 
the  mofl  perfeB  State :  —  was  fo  good,  that 
fhe  never  loft  her  Baptiftnal  Vow  by  any 
mortal  Sin. — In  her  "Prayer.^    for  feveral 

YearSj 
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Years,  flic  never  found  any  fpmtual  ar 
fenfible  Gtiji  j  but  continual  Aridity  and 
Defolafio7t 'y — In  2i  profound  Defolation^  and 
no  Eafe  from  Heaven. — r— Once,  kneeling 
down  in  her  Cell^  flie  chanced  to  fpy  in  a 
Chink  of  the  Wnll  a  little  Scroll  of  Paper  ; 
which  taking  out  and  unfolding,  fhe  found 
thefe  Words  in  it,  "  Be  at  Reft,  and  affiiB 
\wiirfelf  no  more :  all  is  well  between  God 
end  you'*  This  filled  her  with  Joy;  as 
undoubtedly  coming  from  Heaven,  God 
having  fent  it  by  an  Angel. — She  makes  a 
formal  Oblation  of  herfelf  to  God^  in  Words 
di  Bated  by  the  Holy  Ghofl.—But  ft  ill  flie  is 
in  Darknefs^  as  to  the  interior  State  of  her 
Souly  has  no  Light  or  Comfort  in  Prayer^ 
Communion^  divine  Offces,  or  a?iy  Exercifes 
cf  Devotion :  —  is  in  obfcure  Faith  ;  and  fears 
jQie  has  no  Faith,  becaufe  no  Fervour  j  but 
remains  as  a  Stone,  and  has  no  Feelings  of 
Cod. 

But  yet  (lie  has  many  Infpiratiom  from 
God. — She  always  hears  the  ^tvy  firft  Stroke 
cf'  the  Bell,  calling  her  up  to  Matins,  by 
the  Help  of  an  Angel. — She  anfiihilates  her- 
felf before  her  Crucifix,  and  acknowledgeth 

the  Abyfs  of  her  own  Nothin^nefs. She 

prayeth,  *  O  my  fweet  Jefus,  let  me  repofc 
upon  thy  facred  Breajl,  and  fetch  my 
Health  out  of  thy  moO:  blefjed  Heart .^-^ 
Even  in  her  laft  Moments  flie  fays,  that  fhc 
IV4S  totally  void  of  all  fenfble  Conflation 

and 
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and  De'DOtion :  but  rejoiced  to  fee  herfelf  Ta 
this  Aridity,  quite  parched,  and  dried  up, 
and  become  a  living  Holocauft  to  the  diiffie 
Fire  of  Lo'vc,  ivithoiit  the  leafl  Drop  ofCovi- 
Jbrt—^Htr  Prayer  was  very  extraordinary 
and  intenfe,  and  privi /edged  with  a  fziper- 
natural  S>iiJpenfion  above  the  Reach  of  Seiife. 
—She  is  in  a  Calm,  amidft  the  Storms, 
which  Defertions,  Ohfcurities,  Aridities,  and 
Defolations  that  furroiinded  her,  endeavoured 

to   raife God's  divine   hnprefjions,    and 

Operations  of  the  Spirit,  were  fo  vtxy  fecret^ 
that  her  Condition  was  unknown  even  to 
her f elf.  For  while  yZv  enjoyed  God,  by  a 
fecret,  but  irijenfible  Union,  (he  thought  flie 
did  nothing  but  kneel  hke  a  Stock,  or  a 
Stone.  And  thoug:h  God  permitted  her 
not  to  fee  ivhat  Jl.'c  did,  and  fhe  was  totally 
infenfible  of  what  pafTed  between  God  and 
her  Soul, — yet  fhe  had  liich  a  fecret  Impulfc, 
— Though  fhe  thought  God  had  forfakcn 
her,  at  the  fame  Ti?ne  flie  enjoyed  her 
Beloved,  whom  Ihe  thought  flie  had  lof : 
He  hindering  her  from  having  any  Senje  of 
this  Union,  and  receiving  any  Comfort  in  it; 
as  he  hindered  his  Hu?nanity  m  the  Garden 
from  the  Beatific  Vifion,  while  his  Soul 
icas  exceedingly  Jorroiifid. — Her  Corpfe  re- 
tained a  fmiling  Countenance  after  her  De- 
parture, and  exprefTed  her  foy,'* 

What  a  lively  Pattern  have  we,  in  thefe 
i%'0  Infiancis,    of  Methodijlical  Jefuitifm  ? 

We 
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We  fee  honf  eafily  two  Sijiers  of  a  JkalloW 
Capacity^  melancholy  Temper ,  and  cnthufiafiic 
Turfiy  are  made  a  Prey  to  crafty  Reducers  : 
and  that  the  taking  a  Ipiriinal  Delight  in 
reading  the  Legends  of  the  Saints,  and 
other  Poplfi  Booh  (recommended  by  A/^- 
thodljl  Teachers  to  Prote/lants)  — >  is  being 
half  Way  onjer  Sea  already.  And  what 
good  Per fon  Z2S\,  without  fome  Degree  of 
Indignation^  fee  the  Weaknefs  and  Misfor- 
tunes of  human  Nature  made  a  Handle  for 
Sediicement?  How  dextroufly  doth  an 
Angel  convey  an  AJjurance  from  Heaven 
through  a  Chijik  in  tJoe  JValH — As  eafily  as 
a  Mcthodifi "Teacher  can  through  a  Crack  in 
the  Brain.  Who  will  not  obferve  from 
what  Model  our  new  Difpenfation  is  taken  ? 
"  Through  the  Wildernefs-State  of  Doubts 
end  Fear s\  a  Coldnefs,  and  fenfelefs,  un- 
affedied  Heart,  even  at  the  Holy  Communion  5 
Jlorj'ors^  Drynefsj  Defolation  5  —  through 
Intervals  of  Light  and  Darknefs^ — into  Im» 
prejjioiis^  Feelings^  Ljfpirations,  Communis 
cations  with  Gcd,  PcrfeSlion,  Deiformity, 
and.Union."  Hence  hath  been  learned  ^^  the 
Be?2(fit  a?id  Neceffity  of  fpiritual  Defertion 
and  Defpair  \ — the  driving  People,  by  pro* 
per  Managetne?it,  out  of  their  Senfes,  and 
then  telling  them,  that  in  that  very  Moment 
the  Lord  fefus  enters  into  their  Souls''—^ 
.If  a  Methodifi:  die,  '*  Never  did  I  fee  fuch 
a  fine   Corpfe,"   fays  Mr.   IFeJley,  "  Oar 

Lord 


(  369  ) 

Lord    comes  and   perfumes  her  Grave,''* 
fays  Mr.  Whitejield. 

Every    Scrap    of   it    is    rank  'Jefiiitical 
Popery, 

(No.  4.)  ExtraB  from  "  A  Declaration  of 
egregious  ^PopiJJj  Impoflures  in  cajiing  out 
Devils,  &c.    By  S.  H." 

This  S.  H.  vi^as  Sam.  Harfnet,  fucccf- 
fively  BiJJoop  of  Chi  chef  er,  Norwich^  and 
Archbijhop  of  Tork :  u'ho  hath  there  given 
us  *'  Copies  of  the  Examinations  and  Con- 
fefjions  of  the  Parties  themfelves,  pretended  to 
be  pojjejjed  and  difpoffejjed,  from  the  Records 
in  the  High  Commifion  Court,"  Lond.  1603. 

"  About  twelve  Priejls  were  concerned 
in  this  Affair  5  all  under  the  DireSlion  of 
Weflon^  alias  Edmunds,  the  ffuit.  They 
publilhed  in  1585,  or  1586,  a  Book 
of  Miracles,  containing  many  wonderful 
Things  done  by  Virtue  of  Exorcifms,  &c. 
whereby  they  gained  a  great  Number  of 
Profclytes  j  and  wherein  we  fee  the  fuUeft 
Proof  of  their  lying  IVonders,  and  counter^ 
feit  Zeal. 

For  a  particular  Inftance,  they  chofe  the 
Houfe  of  a  trufly  Friend,  whofe  Houfe 
they  faid  was  haunted:  and  he  having  three 
Servants  that  were  Proieftants,  upon  thefe 
^hey  were  to  try  their  Skill.  Accordingly 
Bob  the 
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the  wicked  Spirits  made  a  horrid  Racket  j 
blew  out  the  Candles,  except  fuch  as  were 
hallowed',    turning    every    Thing    upjide- 
down;  and  making  even  the  Priejisfume  and 
fweat. 

They  convinced  the  Servants  o^tht  great 
Power  of  the  Devil  in  that  Place ;  and  if 
the  Maid  did  hut  Jlip  in  the  Kitchen^  it  was 
the  Devil  who  came,  and  tripped  up  her 
Heels :  becaufe  (he  was  wafhing  ^^.foul  Shirt 
of  the  Prieji's,  which  was  defigned  to  whip 

the  Devil  out  of  the  PoJeHed.— Another 

Time,  the  Devil  Jlipt  into  Sarah  Williams's 
Leg  :    but  the  Priefl  claps  his  holy  Hofe  on 
the  Place  j   and   makes   him  tumble,  and 
bav/1  out,  "  Puil  of:   pull  of.     Eafe  the 
poor  Devil  of  his  Pain.'' — Tlie  facred  Stole 
is   wrapped   about   the   Neck  of   another 
PoffeJJed  j  which  fo  clofeiy  begirt  the  Devil^ 
that  he  Jfared,  fumed^  and  foamed,  as  if  he 
had   been  inad, — They  told  them  ftrange 
Stories  of  the  Fits  of  other  pofefjed  Perfons, 
what  Words  they  /pake,  and  what  Sights 
they  faw  :    how  the  blejjed  Virgi?!,  with  a 
*Trai?2  of  caelefial  Ladies,    came  down   to 
grace  the  miraculous  Cures.     Which  made 
the  wife  SpeBators  cry  out,  Oh  !  the  Catho-; 
lie  Faith  I    Oh  I  fenfelefs  Heretics. 

By  fuch  Means  having  afionijhed  and  con- 
vinced the  Serva?2tSj  the  firft  Thing  they 
order  them  to  do  is,  to  renounce  their  here- 
pcal  Religion,  be  reconciled  to  the  Pope, 
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and  folemnly  engage  never  to  leave  Popety, 
And  they  are  rebaptized^  with  ail  the 
ridiculous  Ceremonies  of  Puff,  Crojs-Puffy 
Impiiff^  and  Ex  puff -,  with  the  Application 
of  Salt,  Spittle,  afid  Oil,  —  to  their  Lips, 
Nofe,  Eyes,  and  Ears,  &c.  Then  they 
are  difpoffrff'cd  in  this  Manner.  The  Party 
is  tied  down  in  the  holy  Chair',  [  Mr. 
Wejleys  PofTelTed  are  commonly  held  by 
four  or  five  flrong  Perfons]  and  drenched 
with  holy  Potions  of  Sack^  Oil,  and  Rue^ 
&c.  They  forced  the  Maid  to  drink  large- 
ly of  this  noifome  Potion-,  perfuading  her, 
that  it  was  the  Devil  within  her  that  de- 
tefted  it,  not  her.  Hereupon  fhe  grows 
Jick,  giddy,  and  falls  into  cold  Sweats :  then 
is  fumigated  with  Feathers,  Brimjlone,  and 
other  Stinks,  in  a  Chafingdifl:)  of  Coals  j  and 
her  Face  held  clofe  to  it,  till  black  as  a 
Chinifiey-Sweepcr .  Hence  Reachings,  Sti'iig- 
glings,  Dizzinefs,  Swoonings,  almofi  Lofs  oj 
SenfeSj  babbling  Nonfcnfe,  ravings  Fits,  Ex- 
clamations that  all  the  Devils  in  Hell  were  in 
her. — They  put  things,  as  little  Knives,  in 
her  Mouth ;  flick  Pins  in  her  Fleflj. — In 
general,  the  Parties,  by  fuch  Mctiiagement, 
tumble,  wallow,  foam,  howl,  roll  their  Eyes ^ 
and  gnafi  their  Teeth  5  are  in  Trances,  fee 
Vtfions,  &c.  When  they  are  thus  fitted 
for  the  good  Purpofc,  the  Devil  in  them 
muft  be  found,  and  difodged:  he  is  hunted 
B  b  b  2  from 
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from   Place  to   Place,    Toe,    Foot,    Leg, 
Thigh,  Hands,  the  moft  nafty  and  fecrct 
Parts  j  and  the  holy  Relics  muft  be  applied 
there. 

If  the  Devil  be  ohjiinate,  they  mufl 
chafe,  broil,  hum  him,  and  make  him 
roar:  the  Prieji's  very  Gloves,  Stockings, 
Girdle,  Shirt,  can  fearch  and  roafi  the 
Devil.  But  the  bejl  Exorcifms  are  holy 
Water,  Potions,  hallowed  Candles,  Brim- 
jlcne,  &:c.  which  will  varioufly  torment 
him;  efpecially  if  they  add  wZ'//»/'/;^^.  One 
of  the  Patients  confeiTed  that  '  flie  did  not 
know  how  it  fared  with  the  Devil;  but 
was  fure  fie  was  all  black  and  blue,  felt 
grievous  Pain,  and  was  almojl  killed.' 

The  common  Signs  and   Marks    of  a 
Pofefjion  were,  Unwillingnefs  to  fign  them 
with  the  Crofs ;    nor  to  bear  the  Applica- 
tion of  Relics,  nor  the  Gofpel  in  their  Cajket, 
nor   the    Words   Ave  Mary,  nor  Catholic 
Church,  nor  Prefence  of  the  Prieji.     [The 
like  Signs  are  in     Mr.    Weflefs    Pojjefjed. 
4  journ.  '*  Trembling  at  the   Name   of  fefus ;  — 
P-94— 6- crying    out,     *   Field  -  Preacher  I     Field- 
Preacher  I    I  don't   like   Field-Preaching.* 
This   repeated   for   two    flours    together, 
with  Spitting,  and  all    the  Expreffions  of 
jlrong  Averfion. — By  Prayer  her  Pa??gs  m- 

creafe. She  could  not  bear  to  hear  us 

fray,  &c."] 

At 
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At  length  however,    by  the  Force  of 

their  Exordfms,    they  extorted  the  Tmib 

from  the  Devils^  who  confeiTed  their  /«- 

Efficiency    to   withftand  them.      By    this 

Command  over  Devils  they   procured  Re- 

verence  to  themfelves. Sometimes  the 

Devil  can't  be  expelled,  in  the  Name  of 
the  Trinity,   by  Virtue  of  the  Sacrament^ 
and  the  like;  but  by  the  Power  of  the  holy 
Priejlhood  away    he   flies.      Such    is    the 
Dignity  of  their  Office,     [Thus   "  one  of  3  journ. 
Mr.  Weflefs  Foff^ifjed  owned,  that  Churchy  P-  8—9. 
Sacramenty  Scripture,  Prayer  profited  no- 
thing ; — but   upon    Mr.    Wejleys  prayings 
he  fald,  '  Now  I  know  God  loveth  me. —  p-  43. 
Now  I  know  thou   art  a  Prophet  of  the 
Lord. — Ay,  this  is  he,  who  I  faid  was  a 
Deceiver,'' — "  The  Devil  is  forced  to  let  a  5  journ. 
Woman,  whom  h^poffeffed,  be  quiet  while  P-  86 
Mr.  Wefey  was  there.     He  had  promiled 
her  fo  ;  and  kept  his  Word."] 

Their  Way  of  attacking  Proteftants  was 
this :  *  Their  Hearts  bleed  for  Sorrow,  in 
feeing  poor  Creatures  in  this  woful  Plight ; 
they  burn  with  Bowels  of  Commiferation  ; 
they  will  lay  down  their  Lives  to  do  them 
good,  and  deliver  them  from  Satan  J  [A 
Methodiji  could  not  have  fpoke  more  reli" 
giou/ly.] 

They  played  their  Artillery  chiefly  oa 
young  Boys  and  Girls  of  fixteen  or  feven- 

teen ; 
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teen; — upon  Peribns  of  a  melancholy  Tent' 
per  y     hypochondriac^    hyjieric,    or   epileptic 
People  ',  and  any  Way  diftemperedy  in  Mind 
or  Body. 

Any  Thing  is  fwallowed  by  thefe.  Devils 
in  the  Shape  of  Cah,  with  Saucer-eyes^  and 
as  big  as  a  Maftiff^  run  upon  their  Heads, 
or  under  their  Coats.  The  t)evil  comes 
in  the  Form  of  IVindy  blows  out  the 
Candle y  or  blows  the  A^^es  about  the 
Room ;  in  the  Shape  of  a  Toady  of  a 
Motifcy  or  a  Drum ;  in  a  Vixard-Majky  or 
in  the  Habit  of  an  Englifi  Protejlant 
Minijier. 

The  Devil  to  be  expelled  muft  go  out  In 
fome  vijible  Form ;  and  for  Proof  of  his 
Departure,  muft  make  a  Hole  in  the 
WindoWy  or  blow  outtheGzW/V;  get  out 
of  the  PoJJefl'ed's  Ear  in  the  Shape  of  a 
Moufe  y  his  Voice  be  heard  by  the  Cooky  as 
he  {kipped  over  the  Larder  -y  or  vanifh  up 
xhQ  Chimney  m  the  Shape  of  Smoke:  and, 
to  fliew  what  a  Fright  he  was  in,  muft 
leave  an  unfavoury  Smell. 

For  better  Confirmationy  they  relate  di- 
vers Miracles y  and  ficw  others.  The 
Priejl's  facred  Handsy  Thumb,  or  Finger^ 
having  been  anointed  with  the  holy  Oil^ 
fiines  forth  as  a  Fire,  or  the  Sun. — The 
Holy  Sacrament  appears  fo  bright,  that  it 
qan't  be  looked  upon. — The  Prieft  can  tell 

wha 
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who  hath  been  at  Mafs  by  the  Smell — » 
Sarah  Williams  is  made  to  confefs,  that  the 
Devil  made  her  drop  her  Beads,  and  un- 
willing to  adore  the  hlejjed  Hojl.  She  lay 
paft  all  Senfe  in  a  Trance,  utterly  bereaved 
of  all  her  Se?ifes  at  once.  The  Priejl  no 
fooner  came  near  her,  but  flie  difcerns 
who  he  is  by  the  Sjnell.-. — William  Trafford 
had  a  Devil  in  him,  that  rebounded  at  the 
Dint  of  the  Prieji's  Breathy  unable  to 
ftand  it. 

The  Book  of  Miracles,  Accounts  of 
yifions,  Exorcijms,  and  Numbers  of  Cojir- 
verts,  made  a  great  Noife  j  and  put  ^er- 
fens  in  Authority  upon  making  Inquiry. 
They  fii zed  (omQ  of  the  Perfons  concerned, 
Agents  and  Patients,  who  upon  Examina- 
tion, made  Conjc[]ion  upon  Oath  oF  all  that 
hath  been  laid,  and  much  more. 

They  feverally  witnefTed,  *  that  they 
were  feduced,  and  engaged  to  aB  their 
refpeBive  Parts  m  the  Impoflure,  by  Flat- 
tery.  Fear,  loathfome  Potions,  and  Fumiga- 
tions ;  by  Oaths  and  Vows  of  Adherence  j  by 
the  Bond  of  violated  Chajlity  : — That  the 
Priejh  told  them  they  would  be  burned 
for  Heretics,  if  they  confejjed  any  Thing, 
and  would  go  to  the  Devil \  with  Pro- 
mi  fes  oi  Favour,  Power,  and  Money,  if  they 
proved  faitlful. 

They   owned,    that   in  their  Exorcifms 
they  would   fay  any  Thing  to  plea/c   the 

TrUJl; 


(  376  ) 

Friejt',  would  pretend  fometimes  to  be  irt 
Tra?JceSi  and  have  Vifiom  of  Tiirgatory,  of 
Chriji,  and  the  Virgin^  Sec.  and  thereby  they 
would  fometimes  avoid  their  intolerable, 
ftinking  Fumigations  and  Drinks.  When 
they  complained  of  Tortures  in  their  Ex- 
orcijms,  the  Prieji  told  them  it  waS  the 
Den)il  that  put  them  to  fo  much  Pain^ 
and  ill  Ufage  -,  and  that  what  they  faid  was 
not  from  themjehes^  but  the  Devil  in  the m, 
—  After  being  exorcifed^  they  were  per- 
fuaded  to  declare  that  they  fom.etimes  fpoke 
in  Greeky  or  Latin ;  of  which  they  never 
faid,  nor  knew  a  Word. — They  were  fo 
manageable,  that  the  Prieji  would  put  his 
Finger  into  one  of  their  Mouths^  in  the 
moft  raving  ToJJeJJion,  bidding  him  bite  ity 
(fhe.  could :  but  the  Devil  acknowledged 
he  dared  not  bite  it,  becaufe  it  had  touched 
the  Lord.  The  'Priejis  were  very  cautious 
in  keeping  away  Perfons  of  Se?2fe^  tis  Injidels 
and  Incredulous ',  and  did  not  like  curious 
Beholders,  and  AJkers  of  impertinent  ^ef- 
iions'y  who,  they  faid,  would  hinder  the 
PffeB  of  the  Operation. 

They  witnefTed,  that  divers  Attempts 
were  made  againft  the  Chaflity  of  the 
Maidens  :  — .  that  one  of  the  Triejls  en- 
deavoured to  [educe  Sarah  Williams ;  who 
therefore  could  not  bear  his  Company :  but 
he  tells  her,   *  it  is  not  yZv,  but  the  Devil, 

who 
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who  did  not  like  him.'  And  It  was  the 
Devil  that  tempted  her,  or  any  of  the 
Maids,  to  fay,  they  were  with  Child  by  the 
^riefts.  When  flie  had  got  a  Sweetheart, 
and  intended  to  leave  them,  they  declared, 
that  '  the  De-vil  had  been  fo  bufy  with 
]ier,  had  fo  ferret  ted  and  torn  the  ^arty 
that,  whoever  married  her,  {]:ie  would  never 
have  a  Child  J — All  of  them  had  their  darling 
IVomen^  and  Mi/lreJJes. 

Belides  thefe  private  Coinforts,  they  had 
that  of  making  Converts :  and  one  of  the 
Priefts  depofeth,  upon  his  Confcience,  that 
the  Number  of  Converts  could  not  be  lefs 
than  Five  Hundred  in  Half  a  Tear  ;  induced 
by  their  Miracles,  and  Command  over  Devils". 
All  thefe  were  to  be  ready  at  the  Call,  to 
deftroy  the  ^een,  Government,  and  'Tro- 
tefiant  Religion. 

To  this  End,  the  Devils  v/ere  fcmetimes 
made  to  give  out  of  the  Mouths  of  the 
PoffeJJed,  that  they  were  going  to  ring  Jor 
Hhe  ^een ;  —  that  they  mud  go  to  Court, 
Tjhere  ail  were  their  Friends :  —  that  they 
were  obliged  to  attend  a  Frotefianfs  Fu- 
ller al,  in  order  to  carry  him  to  Hell.  And 
they  raifed  fuch  a  Storm  at  the  Man's 
Funeral,  that  his  good  Wife,  rather  than 
go  to  the  fa?ne  Place,  wa5  foon  perfuaded 
to  turn  Catholic. 

C  c  c  Another 
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Another  Ule  they  made  of  Miracles ; 
which  was  to  give  Authority  to  their  pecu- 
liar DoSlritics  J  as  Turgatory,  T^ranfub- 
Jiantiation,  the  Immaculate  Conception ;  to 
Equi'vocation,  the  Depofing-Dodfrine,  Afjaf- 
fination.  Stabbing  y  &c.  —  And  like  wife  to 
gain  Credit  to  a  new  Saint ^  or  Relic,  fuch 
as  Sherwin,  Bryan,  Colt  am  ^  and  efpecially 
Father  Campian  j  whofe  Girdle,  which  he 
wore  when  he  went  to  Tyburn ,  was  lb 
effeSlual  in  Cafiing  out  Devils. 

Some  of^  thefe  Kxaminants  fay,  that  the 
Triejls  intended  to  have  carried  them  off, 
before  they  were  apprehended-,  but  were 
difappointed.  They  inftrudled  them  how- 
ever to  lie,  for  [wear,  fay  or  do  any  Thing ; 
ail  being  lawful  for  the  Sake  of  the  Church  j 
and  becaufe  they  fhould  not  be  called  be- 
fore lawful  Powers,  or  competetit  Judges, 
as  being  Heretics. 

They  own  too,  that  the  Influence  of  the 
Pricfts  over  their  Co72verts  was  fo  ftrong 
and  bewitching,  that  it  v/as  with  the  ///- 
mo/l  Difficulty  they  were  brought  to  dif- 
cover  any  Thing,  although  they  knew  all 
to  be  a  Cheat. 

In  Confirmation  of  all  this,  one  of  their 
own  Prieffs,  (who  was  taken)  Anthony 
Tyrrel,  declared  upon  Oath,  and  wrote  his 
Confefllon  with  his  own  Hand  j  *  That 
the  Pope,    King   of  Spain,    a?id  Duke   of 

Guije^ 
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Guife,  were  then  thought  to  have  a  Defign 
of  invading  England -^  which  was  to  be 
farther'd  by  the  Priejh  in  England^  under 
the  Diredion  of  Edmunds^  the  Provincial 
oftheJejuitSj  who  faid,  thstt  his  Exorcifms 
would  make  the  Devils  themfelves  confefs, 
that  their  Kingdom  was  near  at  an  End. — 
As  touching,  fays  he,  the  Difpojj'effions  of 
the  Parties,  their  Fits,  Trances^  and  Vifions, 
divers  Difcoiirfcs  were  penned  j  among 
which  I  myfelf  (Tyrrel)  did  pen  one. — We 
that  were  Pricjls  were  thereby  greatly  mag- 
nified  hy  Catholics,  Scifmatics,  and  weak 
Protejiants ;  and  there  was  fcarce  any 
Thing,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  we  could  not 
have  wrought  upon  our  Converts  to  at- 
tempt.— And  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that 
the  other  Examinants  have  depofed  the  Truth 
in  the  Points  belonging  to  their  Pojjejfion 
and  DiJpoJJeJfion' 

In  ifliort,  Tyrrel  difcovered  the  whole 
Myjleryy  and  ihewed  how  eafy  it  was  to 
impofe  upon  young  and  weak  People. 

Some  of  the  Criminals  fled  \  fome  were 
taken  j  and  Ballard,  Babington,  and  others, 
were  executed.'" 

And  fliall  we  not  yet  difcern,  what  Sort 
of  Lambs  live  among  us  Wolves  ?  Shall  we 
never  be  upon  our  Guard  againft  pretended 
Miracles,  Exorcifms,  and  Cheats  ?  Againft 
any  fpecious  Impojlor^  carrying  a  Pope  in 
bis  Belly? 

l^aocoon 
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Laocoon  ardem  fummd  deciirrit  ah  arce  : 
Ei  prociily  O  mijeri^  qiice  tanta  injania^  ches  P 
Creditis  ave^os  hoftes  f  Sic  nottis  Ulyjj'es  ? 
Aut  hoc  inchfft  ligno  occiiltantiir  Achivi  ; 
Aut  h(zc  in  nojlrosfabricata  eji  machina  muroSy 
Infpecliira  domos,  vefittiraq-y  defuper  urbi : 
Aut  aliquis  latet  Error. — 
Sicfatus,  validis  ingentem  viribus  hajlam 
Contorjit,    Stetit  ilia  tremens,  uteroq,  recujjb 
Infonuere  cava,  gemitumq\  dedere  cavernce. 


ERRATA. 

REFACE,  Page  viii.   Line  26.    for  ciwmiunicatiKg^ 
read  communkatbig. 
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p.  128, 
P.  180, 
p.  18.6, 
P.  217, 
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P.  248, 
P.  250, 
P.  252, 
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P.  312, 
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Line  20,  after  departed^   add  ", 
10,  in  the  Margin  add,   5  Journ.  p.  91 — . 
26.  in  the  Margin,  for  Gerran  read  Serratu 
10,  ioT  ive  xt^iijhe. 
26,  after  all,  dele  ". 
25,  after  McJJhge  for  ( . )  put  [;), 

23,  after  Conjhit,  add  ". 

8,  iox  fourteen  Hundred  read  t^vo  Hundred. 

24,  after  Vehancnce,   add  ". 
23,  for  Iris  read  IJis. 

25,  and  28,  for  Rcvemus  read  Ro'venius. 
28,  for  Stelitentic  read  Stcliteutk. 

in  the  Margin,  for  Pojiic  read  Poetic. 

1.  17,  ior  J'cperate  TQadfcparate. 

in  the  Margin,  dele  yEtcrn.  Renat. 

in  the  Margin,  for  Prohrcpt  reafl  Protrept* 

28,  after  more,   add  Pagans. 

19.  for  Mijiagogue  read  Myjiagogite. 

21,  after  j^^w^-,   add]. 

17.  for  undertakes  read  under  I  ah. 


ADDENDA 


(  38i  ) 


ADDENDA 


T  O    T  H  E 


MYSTERIES, 


TH  E  Pagan  Myjieries  being  of  fuch  an 
immoral  Nature^  and  Tendency^  it  might 
jullly  be  thought  ftrange,  were  no  Notice 
taken  of  them  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  And 
therefore,  though  fuch  an  Enquiry  might 
carry  us  into  too  great  a  Length,  yet  I  fliall 
not  intirely  pafs  it  over.  There  can  be  then 
little  Doubt,  but  they  are  pointed  out  by  St. 
Taul :  "  It  is  a  Shame  e^'jen  to  [peak  of  ihofe 
Things  that  are  done  oj  thcjn  i?i  Secret.'^  And 
where  Chrijlianity  is  termed  the  Myjlery  of 
Godlinefs^  it  is  fct,  I  am  perfuaded,  in  O/)- 
fofition^  not  only  to  the  Myflery  of  Iniquity 
that  was  to  work  in  the  Chrijlian  Worlds  but 
likewife  to  the  preceding  Myjieries  among 
the  Gentiles,  Nor  is  it  improbable,  thc>:  the 
Jpojlk   writeth   in   diredl  Oppofulon    t:;    the 
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Appearances^  Treteftces,  and  Jmpofiures  of 
^'"'-  thofe  falje  Divinities :  "  Without  Contrc- 
■  verfy  great  is  the  Myjiery  of  Godlinefs  :    God 

was  manifeft  in  the  Fleflj,  jti/iified  by  the 
Spirit y  feen  of  Angels^  preached  unto  the  Gen- 
tiles,  believed  on  in  the  World,  received  up 
into  Glory.''  [If  a  Criticifm  I  have  heard  of 
may  be  admitted,  which  inftead  of  'AyyiXoi^, 
Angels,  would  put  'Av^pcoTcoa,  Men,  it  feems 
very  agreeable  to  the  Apojlle's  Climax,  and 
Scope  of  his  Reafojjing.] 

In   the   Old   Teflament,    Deut.  xxiii.    17. 

(not  indeed  in  the  Hebrew,  but  in  the  Sep- 

tiiagint)  after  the  Words,    "  Inhere  Jhall  be 

no  Whore, — nor  Sodomites  of  the  Sons  oj  Ifrael^^ 

we    find    added    Words    of    this    Import, 

"  There  fhall  not  be  an  Initiator,    nor  an 

Initiated,  of  the  Sons  or  Daughters  oi  IfraelJ' 

"Tis  poffible  this  additional  Claufe  may  have 

been   inferted  by   the  Seventy,    by  Way  of 

Interpretation     of    the     preceding     Words. 

They  knew  the  Nature  of  the  Myjleries  full 

well  ;  and  we  are   led  to  this  Meaning  by 

the  Impurities  forbidden,  and  by  the  Price 

of  the  Dog  in  the  next  Verfe ;  the  Egyptian 

God  Amibis    being    udially   figured    with   a 

Dog's  Read,     Edit.  Dayiiel.  Schol. 

We  may  obferve  alfo,  that  Fhilo  the  Jew 
(de  Sacrific.)  exprefsly   ranketh    the  Prohi- 
bition of  the  Myjleries  among  the  Laws  of 
Editio      Mofs,      "  The   Law,    faith   he,    exprefsly 
Mangey,  excludcth  the  wliole  of  the  M^deries,  their 

inchant" 
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Inchantments  a?id  execrable  Scurrilities^  fj'om 

the  Holy  Ordina?ices :    not  permitting  thofe 

educated  in  her    Society    to    celebrate    fuch 

Heathen    Rites ;    nor,    depending    on     fuch 

myftical  Ceremonies,  to  difregard  the  Truth  % 

and  to  follow  the  Works  of  Night  ajid  Dark- 

tiefsj  omitting  what  defer veth  the  Light  and 

the   Day.     Let   none   therefore   among    the 

Dijciples    of   Mofes    either    initiate,    or    be 

tjiitiated :    it  being  equally  wicked  either  to 

teachy    or  to   learn   the    Myjieries. 'Tis 

generally  the  Cafe  with  them,  that  720  good 

Per/on  is  initiated ;    but  Thieves,  and  Pirates, 

and  mad  Gangs   of  abominable  and  inunodefi 

Women  j  after  parting  with  their  Money  to  the 

initiating  PriefsJ"     Several  of  the  Fathers 

have  taken  Notice  of  the  fame  PafTage  in  the 

iSepttiagint,    and   explained    it   in   the   fame 

Manner. 

For  farther  Proof  of  the  Turpitude  in  the 

Myfleries  of  Jfis  and  OJiris,  and  that  it  was  fo 

from  the  Beginning,    vv'c  need  only  confult 

Diodorus  Siculus,  Lib.  i.     "  ^i  being  over-Witio 

whelmed   with  Grief  for   the  Lofs    of   her  ^^^°'^^"*- 
,  .  .  p.  10. 

Hufband  OJiris^  took  particular  Care  in  deify- 
ing him  to  confc crate  his  Pudenda  j  which 
Ihe  ordered  to  be  peculiarly  honoured  and 
adored  in  the  Myjieries.  And  the  fame  holy 
Inflitution  was  obferved  with  the  fame  Cere- 
monies, when  carried  into  Greece  by  Orpheus : 
where  the  common  People,  partly  f-om  Ig- 
norance, and  partly  from  a  Love  of  the 
D  d  d  2  new 
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new  God,  (Phallus)  were  very  fond  of  being 
initiated y 

Much  more  might  be  colleded  (even  from 
initiated  Authors,    however    generally   Jhy) 
concerning  the  infamous  Origin  of.  the  Myf- 
teries :  which  I  pafs  over.     But  (hall  add  a 
Word  or  two  from  Jofephus  (contra  Apion.^ 
of  the  Sight  of  the  Deities,  which  the  Ini- 
tiated  enjoyed.      The  Account,    which  he 
Lib.  1.     has  from   Manetho,    is   thus.     "  Amenophis, 
c  26, 33.^j^Q    wanted    a    Pretence    for    driving  the 
Ifraelites  out  of  lEgypt,  had  a  flrong  Defire 
oi feeing  the  Gods.     This  Defire  he  commu- 
nicates to  a  Perfon  deemed  to  be  a  Partaker 
of  the   DivtJte  Nature j    on  Account  of   his 
prophetical  Knowledge :    who  told  him,  that 
he  might  have  a   Sight  of  the  Gods,    if  he 
would  purge  the   Country  of  Leprous  and 
Unclean  People.      And   one  Charcemon  alfo 
pretends  he  hath  a  Dream  from  Ifis  to  the 
fame   Purpofe."     Thus   Calu?nny   and  Myf- 
tery  were  imployed   for  expelling  the   true 
Worfhippers  of  the  Deity.     Thefe  pretended 
Diod.  Sic."  Dreams  from  Ifis  were  the  common  Canf 
p.  21, 22.  of  the  Initiated',  and  fhe  would   appear  to 
the  Difordered  in  Mind  or  Body,  and  cure 
their  incurable  DiJicjnpersJ"     Oriis,  to  whofe 
Happinefs   by    Initiation    Amenophis    afpired, 
was  the  Son  of  Ofiris  and  Ifis,  ( who  frf  in^ 
ftituted  the  Myftcries)  and  confequently  the 
firft  initiated  King,  and  thereby  a  Devotee 

to 
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to    the    Impurities    before-mentioned    from 
Diodorus. 

This  might  lead  us  to  conlider  the  Anti' 
qtiity  of  the  Myfieries,     For  the  beft  Chrono^ 
/ogerSj    particularly  ArchbiJJjop   Vjher^    place 
the  Reign  of  Orus  in  Egypt  between  one  and 
two  Huttdred  Tears  before  the  Times  of  Mofes, 
And  if  Numejiiiis  the   Pythagorean   may   be 
depended  upon,  (and  why  fhould  he  not?) 
as  cited  by   Etifebius,  the   Initiating  ^r/^jPrzeparet. 
were  the  Perfons  that  inftigated  Pharoah  to^'^-  9- 
opprefs    and   perfecute  the   Hebrews.      For  ^^' 
having  mentioned  the  Initiations  and  other 
Infiitiitiotis  of  the  Magi  and  Egyptians^   he 
fays,  that  *'  'f amies  and  'Jambrees^  who  op- 
pofed   Mofes  [he  calls  him  Mufceus'^^  when 
the  fews  were  expelled  Egypt^  were  Egypti^ 
an  Myftery-PrieJiSy  and  in  high  Reputation 
for  Magic''     Here  we  have  the  fame  Mira^ 
ck-MongerSy  whom  Mofes  calls  the /F/y^;;7f;7,Exod.  iv. 
the  Sorcerers,  and  Magicians  of  Egypt :  —  A ' ' ' 
PafTage,  which  does  no  great  Credit  to  the 
Origin  of  the  Myjieries ;  nor   to  our  modern 
Initiators,  who  are  mangling  the  Gojpel. 

The  Eleufnlan  Myjieries  were  indeed  of 
a  later  Datej  and  yet  were  celebrated  in 
Grceof  at  no  great  Diftance  of  Time  from  the 
former.  For  the  Writers  on  the  Ariindelian 
Marbles  colled:  thence,  that  they  commenced 
about  fourteen  Hundred  Tears  before  Chrijl ; 
which  is  not  above  ninety  Years  after  the 
Deliverance  from  Egypt  by  Mofes» 

But 
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But  whenever,  or  however,  they  were 
brought  into  Greece,  and  transferred  to  the 
Honour  of  Ceres  and  Proferpifia,  they  were 
of  the  fa??je  Nature,  and  obferved  with 
equally  chajle  Ceremonies,  with  thofe  of  Ifis, 
For  (befides  what  has  been  mentioned  al- 
ready of  'Jafion)  Diodoriis  Siculus,  m  his 
Lib.  5.  Account  of  the  Myjieries,  writeth,  "  that 
P-  323—-  Ceres  for  her  Love  to  Jafton,  to  whom  (he 
was  ufed  to  grant  the  laft  Favour,  came  and 
fhewed  herfelf,  with  other  Deities,  at  the 
Nuptials  of  his  Sifler :  — that  indeed  each 
Particular  of  the  Myfteries  was  known  only 
to  the  Initiated ;  who  boafted  much  of  the 
Prefence  of  the  Deities,  and  the  wonderful 
and  fudden  Relief,  which  they  brought." 

One  Contrivance  for  "  giving  the  Initiated 

a  Sight  oj  the  Divinities ^  was  by  means  of 

a  LiOoking-glaJs,  wherein  none  could  fee  their 

own  Faces,  but  had  a  clear  View  of  the  Gods 

L»t>.  8.     ^f2d  Goddeffes."  '  This  we  have  from  Paiifa* 

pramr.    ^^^^ '  ^"^  Eufeblus  rclatcs  the  fame  Thing. — 

lib.2.  c.  i,So  eafily  might  weak  People,  and  under  the 

utmoft  Ajhrnfiment,  be  deluded  by  Figures 

behind  a  Glafs,  in  a  proper  Habit  and  Pojiure-^ 

and   efpeciaily    by   living   Perfons,   perfonat" 

i?ig  the  Deities  in  any  Manner  they  thought 

fit.' 

As  a   Proof  of  the  Indecencies,    Sozomen 

Fed.  Hift. writeth,  *'  that  Theophilus,    Bifloop  of  Alex- 

'^'^^   ^'     andria,  egregioufly  ridiculed  and  expofed  to 

public  View  the  fiameful  Figures  belonging 

to 
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to  the  Myflerics^  the  Phallus^  &c.  which  he 
brouy;ht   out    of    the   Paga?2   Temple.      For 
which  the  enraged  Hcothejis  raifed  a  Tumulty 
and  maffacred  a  great  Number  of  the  Chrijii- 
ansy — Even    the   initiated  Taujanias   (not- 
withftanding   his  ufual    Rcfervednefs^    fome- 
times  blirts  out  a  little  too  much,  and  inti- 
mates  {ovncihing  Jlmmefni :  —  "  as  frequentEditio 
AJjignations  \  —  the  Pronenefs  of  the  religiom^^''^^"' 
Females  to  Venery 'y—^2.  Mixture  of  the  Obfcene^'g^^^^oo, 
and  Miraculous-, — the  Continuance  of  the 3 20.  519* 
Elcujinian  Feftival  for  a  Week-,  on  the  third ^^I.'A'jf/ 
Day  whereof  all  Males^  even  the  Dogs,  are649,'  650*. 
excluded;    but   the   next  Day   the   Men  are 
admitted  among  them,  when   they  pafs  the 
Time  in  fporting,  and  light  Difcowfe  -,  —  the 
A}720urs  of  Ceres,  of  a    very  ftrange   Kindj 
with  the  Secrecy  enjoined ;  —  The  Obfcenities 
in  the  Myfteries  of  Cupid,  and  fuitable  JT)'/;;.^;." 
— A   man  i?jitiated,    and   under  an  Oath  of 
Silence,  could  not  well  have  difcovered  more 
of  the  true  Nature  of  the  Myfte?-ies,  and  the 
Reafon  why  they  ought  not  to  be  divulged. 
We  are  allured  too,    that  one   Day   of  the 
Eleufmian  Fejliml  was  fet  apart  for  the  Rites 
of  Venus  and  Cupid,  and  another  for  thofe  of 
Bacchus :  both  which  were  confeffedly  beyond 
meafure  abominable.     Nor  will  cur  Opinion 
be    more    favourable;    when    we   remember 
what  yjthejiceus  writes  ^  "  Apelles  being  ex-^lb.  13. 
tremely  defn-ous  of  drawing  a  Venus  Irom  the 
famous  Phrxne,  could   find  no  Opportunity 
E  e  e  of 
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of  feeing  her  mhd,  without  going  to  the 
E'etifinian  and  Neptunian  Games ;  where  fhe 
Jiripped  herfelf  in  the  Sight  of  all  the  Men, 
and  went  into  the  Sea  to  wafli  herfelf.    From 
which  Sight  of  the  MyjUcal  Goddefs  he  copied 
his  admirable  Venus  Anadyome,  rifing  out  of 
the  Sea."- — I  apprehend  therefore  that  no 
great  Strefs  is  to  be  laid  upon  thofe  initiated 
AuthorSy     who     have     thought    themfelves 
obliged  to  fay  nothing  but  what  was  good  of 
the  Myjieries',  or  have  talked  of  the  Ufiity 
of  the  Deity y  as  the  great  Secret  of  them ; 
perhaps  to  avoid  the  Shame  of  being  thought 
Dupes  to  a  Foolei-y^  or  inquifitive  into  fome- 
thing  isxrfe. 

But  as  I  agree  with  Mr.  War  hurt  on  ^  that 
nothing  is  meant  by  Virgil  in  the  Defcent 
cf  Mneas  to  Helly  but  his  Initiation  into  the 
Myjieries',  it  may  afford  forne  Light  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  not  only  Mnea^y  but  many  other 
antieyit  Heroes ^  recorded  to  have  went  down 
to  Helly  and  afterwards  to  have  been  deified 
and  tranflated  into  Heaveny  were  all  Knights 
of  fhe  divi?2e  Order  of  the  Myjieries.  For 
Inilance,  Bacchus,  Hercules,  Thefem,  Gr- 
pbeus,  &c, 

'T'aufania-y  in  his  accurate  Defcriptlon  of 
13.  r<  jj  Painting  by  PolygnotuSy  otUlyJJes  defcend- 
Ing  to  Hell  to  co7iJult  the  Prophet  ^irefaSy  a- 
inong  other  Figures  takes  particular  Notice  of 
a  Virgin  v/ith  a  Cheji  on  her  Knee,  like  that 
ufd  in  the  j^f^?eries  of  Ceres  >  and  of  Thefeus 

and 


(  3^9  ) 

and  Per  it  ho  us  fitting  on  a  Throne  ^'^  as  was 
ufual  for  the  Initiated. 

In  the  Comedy  of  Ariftophanes  called  the 
Frogs ^  is  a(5ted  the  Defcent  of  Bacchus  to  Helly 
attended  with  Xanthias  as   his  Efquire,    to 
fetch  up  a  Toet  fit  to  write  a  Pariegyric  on 
the  Myfieries.     But  thus   fays   the  Scholiaft^ 
(Verfe  357.)  "  It  is  to  be  underftood,  that 
though  he  feems  to  fpeak  of  the  Initiated  as 
in  Hell,  in  reality  he  meaneth  the  Myjhries 
at  Eleufis  j  that  being  properly  the  Sccjic  of 
the  Drama.'*     So  that  taking  this  Key  with 
us,  we  are  let  into  the  chief  TranfaBions  and 
Incidents  of  the  Myjleries,  under  the  Cover 
of  Bacchus' s  Voyage   to    the    lower    Regions. 
*'  After    due    Preparation,    and    I?jJ{ru5fion^^T^'\\0' 
from  one  of  the  Adepts,  and  paying  Charon 
the  Ferryman  his  Fare,  (for  no  Pay,  no  Paf- 
fage)  they  are  ferenaded  by  a  Chorus  cf  croak- 
ing  Frogs.     [The  Emblems   of  'Papal  Im- 
pojiors.   Rev.  xvi.    13.]      After   pafling  the  H3— . 
black  River,    they  are  terrified  out  of  their  ^^o— • 
Senfes  by  the   Sight  of  Monfters,    Serpents, 
Hobgoblins,  Spe^res  continually  varying  their 
Forms,    and  other  Apparitions  of  Damons, 
They  are   fhewn  the  Dirt,   Mud,  and  Ex^ 
crements,  in  which  the  Profane  and  Unini* 
tiated  wallow.     Then  are  inveloped  in  Dark* 
nefs,    and  are  brought  to  the  very  Gate  of 
Pluto.    Happinefs  however  comes  in  its  Turn,  j*^.' 
iind  Serenity  after  a  Storm  :    a  fudden  radiant 
Splendor  of  Light  furrounds  them,   and  the 

dreadful 
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lo6,  is^- dreadful  Specfres   vanilh.     They  are  blefled 

with  the  Sight  of  beautiful  Ladies^  and  have 

295—-   the  free  Tfe  of  them  j    Harlots^  and  Inftru- 

410—19,  nients  of  Pleafure,    of  both  Sexes :    are   de- 

530.        hghted   with   So?igs,    Mific,    and  Dancing -y 

,__    the  My  flic  T'orch,    and  Night  Revels-,   entef 

37^—.    into  all  Sorts  of  ridiculous,  loofe^  and  obfcene 

390—.   j^ljcourfe  ;    all  Manner  of  Clamour,  Tumulty 

arid  Ribaldry  -,    with  other  jacred  Sportings. 

They  have  a  Converfation  with  Macus,  one 

of  the  injernal  Conjefj'ors  -,  and  are  handfomely 

-oj.      entertained  by  ^een  Frofeiftne.    And  Macus 

fairly  acknowledgeth,  that  there  are  few  good 

QJ2 Terfons  in  that  'Place,     There  are  too  Prayer^ 

and  Hymns   to   Ceres,    and   to   other  Jirajige 
Deities,  of  a  new  andj)eculiar  Stamps 

The  Character  given  to  one  c>{  the  Votaries 
940—.  I  leave  to  fuch  as  ^xq  fond  of  it.  "  'Tis  th^ 
Bufinefs  of  the  Man  of  Prudence,  who  hath 
his  Senfes  about  him,  and  hath  made  feveral 
Voyages,  always  to  be  turning  himfelf  about, 
and  not  flan d,  like  a.  Statue,  in  o?2e  Attitude, 
— I  will  reprehend  him  firft,  that  ye  may 
know  what  a  Boafier,  and  Impojior  he  is  ; 
and  how  he  hath  deceived  the  Spe^ators,'* 
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